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I. INTRODUCTTON

1. The Seeond Connittee continued its consideration of agend.a itern ?2 at its
l+httr, l+Ttn ana l+Bth meetings, on 27 November, 10 and 1l December 1981. An account
of the Conrmitteers discussion is contained in the relevant sunmary reeords
( tl c .z/ 36 /sR. t4l1 , )+T and t'B ) .

II. CONSTDERATION OF PROPOSALS

A. Draft resol-.uti-ons A/c.2/36/t.tzz ana A/C.2/36/L.l-5o

2. Ttre Cornmittee had before it a draft resolution (A/C.2/36/L.122) subnittecl by
the Chairman of the Conmittee, entitled "Expression of appreciation to the United
Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator", which read as folJ-ows:

"The General Asseftb,

'rNotins that the incumbent United Nations Disaster Relief Co-orclinator
wi1t s6@ be relinquishing his duties,

"Recognizing the role he has played in organizing and guiding the Office
of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator in the performance of his
funetions,

"Deeplv appre"i.ti.re of the eontribution he has mad.e in creating and
furbher d.eveloping that Office and his unrelenting efforts to alleviate human
suffering through the special humanitarian tasks entrusted to him,

ttl. Expresses its sincere appreeiation to Mr. Faruk N. Berkol for the
ctedicated.;adler he has disch.rg"d-the responsibilities of his offiee;

"2, Extends its best
being. " 

-
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wishes to hin for his future undertakinss and well-

I
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J" /rt tlre l+Tth meeting, on l0 December, the representative of Pakistan, on
hoh:r-l f nf Emrni Kenya, PqEistan, the Philippines, the Sudan and Turkey, intrOduced
ii ,1raft resolution tA/C.2/36/L.150) e'ntitled "Expression of appreciation to the
ijrritpd t{ations Disaster Relief Co-ordiriator". Bangladesh, Ethiopia, fndor-resia,
iidgg€:q, Somalia and Yusoslavia joined as spoiEors of tne, ieiofution.

!. At Nhe. same' meeting, the Committ,ee adopted. draft resolution A/C.2/36/L.LrO
(str,,para. 2\, draft resolution I)" in the light of r^rhich draft resolution
r, / c "2 / 36 /L.r22 was withdra\dn.

B. Draf't .resol-ution A/C.2/35/L. 117 and Rev.3

5" At the \\th nreeting, on 22 Novernber, the represent,ative of Kenya introcluced
:r. .,lraft resolution (A/C.2/36/L.l].7) entitled rrstrengthening the capacity of the
tlni"ted l,Iations system to respond to natural disasters and. other emergencies", on
br-.hal-f of Kenya, Pakistan and. the Sudan. Subsequently, Chad, Lebanon andthe
Ga:nbia joined as-sponsors of the draft resol-ution, which read as follows:

'uTtre General- Assernbl-y,

"Recafl:!46 its resolutions Z8t6 (fx\jrl) of th December 1971-, establishing
the office of the United Nations Disaster Re1ief Co-ordinator, 32h3 (XXfX) of
29 November 1971+ on the strengthening of that Office" 3l+l+O (XXX) of
9 December l-975, which provid.es, inter alia, for measures to be taken in
support of the activities of the Office, and 3fi2 (XXX) of 1T December 19?5 on
the financing of emergency relief assistance and technical co-operation
activities of the Office,

?'Recalling al-so its resolution 3r/arc of 21 December l975 on finaneial
arrangements for the Office of the United ltrations Disaster Relief Co-ortlinator,

"Recal-ling further the fnternational Development Stratepql for the Third
tlnited l{ations Development Decade, 1/

"Recalling the report of the United. Nations Conference on the Least
Developed. Countries coniaining the Substantial New Programme of Action for the
f980s for the Least Developed. Countries, 2/

"G".nely "on"erneQ 
at the economic burclen borne by disaster-stricken

countries particularly the d.eveloping countries, and the disruption thereby
caused- to their d.evelopment process,

"Al-so recallins its resolution 35/IOT of 5 Deeember 1980,

L/ General Assembly resofution S5/55, annex.

?/ A/coNF.ro\/22 and Add.r-.

/...
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" 'urther recallint-l Economic and Socia] Council resofutj.on fg8O/h3 of
e:.r"rffilnternationa]t-:ffortstomeethumanitarianneeldsin
emergency situations,

"Deep.br concqrne3. about the increasing nurnber of emergency situations, the
burden they impose on affected countries, in particula': developing countries,
and the disruption they cause in the d,eveloprnent process,

'oFully cog4izant of the sovereign interests and rights of affected
countries and of the prirnacy of their role in caring for the victims of
natural and tinian-macletn disasters,

"AlIiggq that the international community should respond speedily and
effectively to calls for emerge'ncy humanitarian assistanceo

"Reaffirming that the quality and appropriateness of material- and other
assistance provided. b}r 16s international cormunity should meet the particufar
need"s of the diverse populations of disaster-affected areas,

"Recognizing the contribution nade by the United lilations system to the
relief of suffering and provision of humanitarian relief in emergencies,

"Recognizing that the prirnary responsibi".lity 'rf administration, relief
operations and d.isa.ster preparedness lies with t:,t.' affected countries and
that the major pari of the rnaterial assistance air.r human effort in disaster
relic.f comes from thc. Governments of those countries,

"Rgagaiai"q a1"-q the importance in international relief of the
contribution of the fnternational- Comrnittee of thc, Red Cross " the League of
Red Cross Societies and other voluntary organizations, and the specific rok
played by the fnternational Committee of the Red Cross in armed. conflicts 

"

"Re_co&nizing further that, in order to attain an offective co-ordination
system of spccial economic, humanitarian and d"isaster relief assistance, it is
essential- to strengthen the over-al-l capacity of the Office of the United
iilations Disaster Relief Co-ord.inator and the United }trations system as a whole
in order to enabfe it to respond to emergencies spee<lily, efficiently and
effectively, and thereby ensure prompt delivery of concertr:d relief,

"l-. Takes n_ote-, of the reports of the Secretary-'General and other repcrts
orr international efforts to meet humanitarian needs in emergency situations,
as well as on measur€-.s for strengthening the capacity of the United Nations
systt'm to respond to r.nc-r€jpncies 3/ and of the statement rnad.e by the United
Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator before the Second Cornmittee on

l,> NovemoeT L96It +/

3/ see A/36/259; A/36/rc: n/t91l'/15 and corr.l-, annexi and tlecision 1981/2 or
the Administrative,, Committee on Co*ordination"

t+/ r/c.z/s5/sn"zg.

/.."
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"2. Reaffirms the mandate of the United Nations Disaster Relief
Co-ordinat.r, .=taltished by the Assembly in resolution 28l-6 (XXVI) as the
resnonsil'rl e. entity of the United ltrations system for disaster relief
co-ordination and ca1ls for its strengthening, particularly in the area of
information collection and dissemination'

"3. Endorses the approaches outlined by the Secretary-General in his
comments on the report of the Joint Inspection Unit concerning the rofe of the
Uniterl Nations Disaster Rel-ief Co-ordinator in the various phases of disaster
assistance I

ttl+. 
-Bequests_ the Secretary-Generaf to continue to take the necessary

qtonq r.n c1-.16'ngthen the management operations of the United Nations Disasters uLye

Relief Co-ordinator;

"5. Reaffirms the sovereignty of indiviilual Member States, recognizes
the primary role of each State in caring for the victims of disasters occurring
in its territory and. stresses that all relief operations should be carried,
out and co-ord.inated in a manner consistent with the priorities ancl needs of
the national- authorities concernecl;

t'6. Stresses the need to take ful1 advantage of information providecl by
existing early warning moni'loring systems that have been developed to
strengthen the capacity of the United" Nations system in respond,ing to
emergencies and to co-ordinate, as far as feasible and useful, all the
relevant early warning systems;

"T . Strongly urges the appropriate organs, organizations and bodies of
the United" Nations system, including the United- lTations Children?s Fund, the
Office of the United. Nations High Conrnissioner for Refugees, the llorld. Food
Programme, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United itlations, the
I^Iorl.d, Health Organization and. the fnternational Fund for Agricultural
T)r-,rrr.tonnenf, as well as other appropriate bodies, to co-operate closely lrith
the Office of the United. irlations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator in d.isaster
relief activities and emergency situations and to comply pronptly with the
requests of disaster-affected countries I

ot8. Decides that, as necessary', anil in particular, in disaster-prone
countries, the United. ltrations resid.ent co-ordinator shall, with the prior
consent and full parbicipation of the Governments, convene meetings of the
concernecl United. ltTations agencies to p1an, monitor and take action. The
International Comnittee of the Red Cross and other appropriate voluntary
agencies may be invited to partieipate in such meetings:

tt9. Decides that, vhenever required, to deal effectively with complex
d.isasters and emergencies of exceptional magnitude, the Secretary-General or
his representative, who should normally bc 15s United. ItTations Disaster Relief
Co-ordinator, shall convene meetings of the concerned organizations of the
United- Nations system in order to develop a concerted rel-ief programme and
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conduct ad hoc consultations with the heads of representatives of the agencies
concerned with d.isaster relief questions, with a view to ensuring a speedy and
efficient delivery of goods and services to the d-isaster-stricken areas.
These ad. hoc consultations should d.raw on information provided, by the
Government concerned", as well as on the assessments of the Unitecl l'lations
Disaster Relief Co-ordinator, the resid.ent co-ordinator and representatives of
other United ldations organizations in the countries concerned-, and. take into
account ad.vice offered, by the Red Cross and vofuntary organizations in the
fie1d. A11 agencies with responsibilities for emergency assistance shoul-d. be
invol-ved at executive level in such consultations:

u'10. Decides that, once it has been deternined - on the basis of the above
information and" consultations - that an exceptional or compound" emergency
situation requiring system-wide action exists, then the Secretary-General
shall- designate, at the international leveI, the United. Nations Disaster
Relief Co-ordinator as the fead, entity for co-ordination vithin the United.
Nations system and-, at the country 1eve1, the appropriate entity to carry out
rel-ief operations, taking into account the specific requirements of the
situation;

"11. Strongly call-g upo4 Member States to respond positively and
exped.itiously to the Secretary:Generalrs appeals for contributions to meet
emergency situations:

"12. Reiterates_, in particular, its appeal in resolution 35/10'l for
increased" contributions to the trust fund. of the Office of the United Nations
Disaster Relief Co-ordinator, which should be utilized soleIy for emergeney
relief;

"l-3. Stresses in this regard the need to strengthen the human, material
and financial resources avail-able to individual agencies in order to enable
them to play their respective rol-es more promptly, efficiently and effectively
in disaster and emergency situations;

tt1)+. Requests l4ember States to ensure a ful1 flow of information to the
Office of the United. ITations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator, especially regarding
rel-ic'f actions, and al-so to provide the United Nations system with the
necessary personnel and. logistical supportl

"15" Urges Governments in disaster-prone countries to explore further,
with the assistance of the appropriate organs, organizations and bodies of the
United. Nations system, the possibility of improving storage faeilities and
transportation access facil-ities ;

"16. q"gge_el"e the international cornmunity to assist d,isaster-prone
countries, upon their request, with the establishment of effective national
early-warning systems, the development of contingency plans for disasters and,
the strengthening of assessment capacity for relief requirements and, where
necessary and appropriate, for distribution and monitoring of relief supplies:



Al35173'( /Add " 
1

jllrrIIl-Sfl
t'a,qL5 C

*,l?. CaU-s upon organs ) organiza.tions and bodies of the United' lTations

system irrrrotrred in ther provision of humanitarian assistance and' <lisaster

refief to estabfish emergene;.r units or focal- points if thr:y are not alreaily i"n

t'xistence".

,,18" Reaffirms the need for the international cornmunity to respond full-y
-bo requcsts for emergency and humanitarian assistance, in particular through

increased. financiaf contributions for affected rleveloping countries ' bearing in

nincl tlre relevant provisions of the International Development Strategy forbhe
thir.d united Nations Development Decade, the substantial ller'r Prograrnme of
Action for the t980s for the Least Devefoped Countrie's, as well as those 6f t-hr:

tr.ust fund. of the Offic.: oi tt" Unitetl trtaiions Disaster Rel-ief Co-ordinator''

"t9. Xgqrre:!" the Secretary'-General to provide a preliminary progress

repor'r conc&ning the implementltiot of the present resolution to the Generaf

Asse-rnbly at its thirty-seventh session, through the Economic and Social
council at its second regular session of 1982, and a comprehensive report to

the Assernbly at its thirty-eighth session, through the council- at its second

regular session of 1983'"

6. At the hTth neetin65, on I0 Dt-'cember, the representative of I(enya' on behalf

of the sponsors, Joine<L by Bangla.desh, Burunchl, ifre. qCElIal 4f,rican Bep-UlfL' Clrad'

the Comoros, the Ganrbia, tott @ l4oro9c9' Otgl' the PtrililppiryF,
r.'riLra.lr Senesar, t;;i-P" q""413!g, gggld+, trre Unitea p'cpubrrq-e.I-!@-' the
yemen and Zimbabrre, introcrucc:d. 6-F".ri"".a a".rt r".or..tl6.t-T176:/s6 /r'].t7/nev'3) '
affitr".i-,'ttffi"i;- ii," "rpr"ity of the unite'd l\lations svstem to respond to

naturaf fl.isasters and. other itisaster situations i, r'rhich he orally re-vised as

foll or,rs :

(a) In operative paragraph !, after the second r+ord in the first line' the

lrords "in response to a request fOr disaster relief from a disaster-stricken state

a.nd-'' were insertecl and the I.lord.s "in response to a Tequest for disaster relief
frcm a disasier-lui"i"fo.'" stateoi in the fifth and sixth liners w€ire deleted:

(u) In operative paragraph B, aftcr the second r^rord in the first line' the

"r.rords "fo11c-rr,rinfj a req-uest for disastt:r rr'licf fron a- clisaster-stricken Steltc and'

t:,iir-r-.c insertea .na-tiru too"a" "in response to a request for disaster rel-ief from a

ct-isaster-stricken st,ateil in the eighth and ninth lines rqere deleted'

7. At the same meetirrg, the representa!1ve of the Union of Soviet Socia,list

Republics introduceC- arnendments iA/C "2/36/L"r)r9) to clraft resolution
L/C"i?/36/L.ff3/Rev.3 and r.ri-bhd-rer^r the' amend*".,i" previously before the Cornmittee

(A/C.2/36/L"f\T) as thetr hacl been incorporated in docurnent A/C "2/36/L"L\9" The

amendment read as follovs:

" I " ,, : 
'ga"g'.:!=91]^ J.:r l:a"tra,i..ils :

"f " RePlace the titl-e of t'he draft resolution i'rith the followlng:

Improving the c,ffectivenc'ss of the uniterd t'lations system in
responding to natural disasters:
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ttz. In the eleventh prcambular paragraph, delete the words rand ol;]ict'
d.isaster situations ? ",

"3" In thc-' fou-rteenth preambular Daragraph second. and third 1ines,
del-ete the vords estrengthen andt and- reapacity and? and, in the fifth line,
delete the word.s rand. other disaster situations t 

'
tth. Delete the last preambular paragraphi

"5. fnsert a nt:w J-ast preambular paragraph, reading as follows:

'Conscious of the principles of the Ctrarter of the United lations, in
particular the principle of non-intervention in the internal affairs of
sovereign States, and also of the principle that nothing in the Charter
shal-l- authorizc the United Nations to intervene in rnatters that are
essentially within the d.omestic jurisdiction of any State.';

t'f I. Opcrati j -.._-Ir{!:

"6, In the first foot-note to paragraph 1, delete the reference to
d.ecision I?BI/2 of the Administrative Cornmittee on Co.-ord.ination;

ttT. In paragraph 3, fourth line, rlelete the words tstrengthening an<l '
and tcapacity and.t i

"8. Del-ete paragraph h:

"9. fn paragraph 5, instead. of the words estrengthen the managemenr,
operations0 insert the r,rords rimprove the effectivenesst:,

"l-0" Replace paragraph 6 with the followingi
tStEg:gE_ the need to take full- advantage of the information

systems that have been developed. to improve the effectiveness of the
United Nations system in responding to natural- disasters t :

"l-1" In paragraph 7, seventh 1ine, delete the rcords eand other d-isaster
situations I ;

'r12. Replace paragraph B with thc folloving:
fDecides that in cases of natural disaster the United Nations

resid.enFGlSrdinator may, at the request of the Government of a disaster-
stricken country and with its fuII participation, convene a meeting of
organizations ancl bodies of the United ltlations system to l-end assistance
to the Government in assessing the scope of damage and in planning
measures to provid.e assistance:: the fnternational Committee of the Red
Cross, the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Socit-ties and appropriate
voluntary organizations may be invited to participate in sueh meetings
r"ith the approval of the host country';



r\/36/T37 lAdd.1
trnglish
Page B

"13. Repl-ace paragraph 9 with the fo]-lowing:

rDecides i;hat in cases of natural disaster which require prompt

"."porrffionich 
cannot normally be consid,ered by the appropriate

Uniied. Nations intergovernmental organs at their regular sessions, the
Uniteil Nations Disasier Relief Co--orclinator, upon authorization of the

secretary-Generaf and at the request of the Government of a d'isaster-
stricken corrntry, 03V convene rneetings of the concerned organizations of
the United. I,Iations system with a view to mobilizing, direeting and

co-ordinating the "*iiof 
activities of those organizations I such meetings

will not imped.e the right of each participating agency to respond

autonomously to a request for d.isaster relief assistance of a stricken
country in accord.ancJ ,,ritn procedures established by their legislative
bod.ies; the United Nations Disaster Re]ief Co-ordinator shall report to
the General Assembly through the Economic and social council at their
regular sessions on measures undertaken by such meetings in response to
a reouest of the country concernedr;

"1[. Paragraph 10 shou]-d be deletedl

o'l-5. Paragraph 11 shoul-d be revord.ed to read as follows ;

rTnvites the Administrative Conrnittee on Co*ordination to sum up the

u*putiffit ilabl-e in the United. Nations system concerning the

d.esignation of a l-ead entity in the field of providing humanitarian
assiJtance, with a view to developing the mandate of the lead entity,
and to submit a report on the sot-3eci to the Economic and Social Council-

at its second "uerrl.t 
session of I9B2 through t11e Conmittee on Programme

and Co-ord"ination at its twenty-second session';

"16, In paragraph 12' delete the words rand other disaster situationst:

rl17. The beginning of paragraph 15 should be rer'rorded as follows:

?Reques-ts llember States to
they consid.er d.esirable to the
Relief Co-ordinator . . .' i

"18. In paragraPh 17, delete the
national early*warning systems I I

words 'the establishment of effective

'019. In paragraph lB, after the rvord. ?estabfishe, insert the words
twithin the lirnits of available resources I 

:'

,,20. In paragraph 20, first line, delete the word- 'prelirninaryr ' ancl

in the fourth and fifth 1ines, delete the words tanil a comprehensive report
to the Assembly at its thirty-eighth session, through the council at its
second" regular session of f9B3t."

ensure the flow of such information as

Office of the United- Nations Disaster
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8. The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics proposed that the
amendnents to draft resolution A/C.2/35/L"t-17/Rev.3 eontained" in document
A/C.2/36/L"11.9, should be voted on in parts, with separate votes cast on the
amendments to operative paragraphs B, 9 and" 10 of the draft resolution.

9. A statement in support of that proposal was made by the representative of
Bulgaria. Statenents against that proposal wr:re made by the representatives of
Pakistan and the Sud.an.

l-0. Statements were also mad"e by the representatives of the German Democratic
Republic, the Sudan, l,{ongolia and the lJkrainian Soviet Socialist Republic.

11. At the l+Bttr meeting, on l-1 December, the Cornmittee, by Bl+ votes to 1l+, with
l-7 abstentions, rejected. the proposal to cast separate votes on parts of the
amendments contained in doerment A/C "2/36/L.1h9.

12. Before the Conmittee took aetion on the amend.ments (a/C.2/36/L.1\9) in their
entirety, the representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republies proposed
that all the amendments should be deIeted, with the exception of those to operative
paragraphs B, 9 and. 10.

l-3. A statement was made by the representative of Australia"

1\. The Conrmittee rejected the proposal of the representative of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics.

15. At the same meeting, the Conmittee, by 81 votes to 15, with 20 abstentions,
rejected the amendments to draft resolution A/C.Z/55/X"1U/Rev.3, contained in
document A/ c.z/ 36 /L.th9.

16" A statement in explanation of vote after the vote was made by the
representative of Turkey.

LT" At the same meeting, the Corurittee ad,opted draft resolution
A/c,2/36/L"l-17/Rev.3 as ora]-Iy revisetl (see para. 6), by a recorded vote of 109 to
11, with 5 abstentions (see para. 2l+, d.raft resolution fI). The voting was as
follows: 5/

2/ Subsequentfy, the representative of Angola stated that his d.elegation had
intend.ed. to vote in favour of the d"raft resolution.

/.."
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fn favour: Australia, Austria, Bahrain, Banglarlesh, Barbados, Belgium,
Bhutan, Bolivia, Botsrvana, Brazil, Burma, Burundi, canada, cape

verde, c3ntral African Republ-ic, chad" chile, china, colombia,
Costa Rica, Denmark, Djibouti, trcuador. Egypt, Ethiopia, Finland,
France, Gabon, Ganbia, Germany" Federal Republic ofo Ghana,

Greece, Guatemal-a" Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Iceland, India,
fndonesia, Iran, fraq, freland, Israel, Ita1y, Ivory Coast'
Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenlrso Kurrait, Lebanon, Lesotho' r'iberia'
Libyan Arab Janatririya, Luxembourg, l4aclagascar e l4alawi, ldalaysiao
l{a1i, }4a1rita1ia, Mexico, Ir{orocco, Ilepa}, Netherland.s' }Tew

Zealand., iilicaragua, Niger, lligeria, llon'ray, Onan, Pakistan,
Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Qatar,
Rorirania,. Ftnand.a, sao Tome and Principe, saudi Arabia, senegal ,

Siema Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan'
Swaziland, Sweden, Thailand.. Togo, Trinid.ad anci Tobago, Tunisia',
Turkey, uganda., united Arab Enirates" united Kingdom of Great
Britain and. ttrorthern freland-, United. Republic of Cameroon, United
Republic of Tanzania, united. sta.tes of Anerica, upper volta'
urugu,ay., venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, zaiteo Zarnbia, Zimbabwe.

Angola, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Czeehoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, Honduras, ldongolia,
Poland, Ukrainian soviet socialist Republic, union of soviet
Socialist Republics, Viet Nam.

.Mqrrg!.:

Abstainin_B: Algeria, Argentina, Cuba, Lao Peoplets Democratie Republic'
Suriname.

18. Statements in explanation of vote after the vote rrere made by the
repres€:ntatives of Brazil, ltllgeria, Sweden, Turkey, the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland (on behalf of the States members of the European
Comro""ity), Peru, Australia, Canacla, Venezuela, China, Viet Narn, the Lao Peoplers

Democratic Republic" Zimbabwe, the United States of America, Kuwait, ldongolia,
pof""i (also bn behalf of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic Republic, Hungary" Mongolia, the Ukrainian
Soviet Sociatist Republic and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) and

Argentina.

c. Draft deeision Alc,?il3Q!\:D6

Lg, At the l+?th meeting, on 10 Decernber, the representative of the Union of
Soviet Soeialist Republ-ics oraIIy proposed a draft decision on draft resolution
A/C"Z/36/L.117/Rev.3 and the proposed amendments to it, contained in
ntC"itle'tl.tl+i'. The draft aecision (subsequently issut'd as A/C.2/36/L",.'56) read
as follor,rs:
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"The General Assembly deeid,es to transmit the text of the draft
resolution entitled 'rstrengthening the capacity of the Unitecl r\ati<ins slrstem.
to rc'spond to natural disasters and other d.isaster situations', Q with the
amenclrnents thereto submitted. by the Union of Sovir:t Socialist Republics, "l/
to its thirty-seventh session through the Economic and Social_ Council at its
second. regular session of l_9B2.rt

20, At the l+Bth meeting, on 1l- December, the represeirtatj-ve of the Union of Sovir:t
Socialist Republics prcrposed that clraft decision A/C.Z/36/L.\55 shoukl be acte<i on
by the Committee before it acted on draft resot_ution A/C"z/56/f"tUlRev.,3.

2j." The Committee, by BB votes to 15, with 15 abstentions, rejeeted the request
for priority to draft deeision A/C.2/36/L.tj6"

22. A statement was made by the representative of the German Demoeratic Republi.c.

23" The Cornmittee decided. thab, as a result of the ad.option of draft resol-ution
A/C,2/35/L.1U/Rev.3 (see para. 1?), it woul-d take no action on d.raft d"ecision
A/c"2/36/L.L56.

I]T. NECOMI\MNDATIONS OF THE SECOI{D COMMITTEE

d+" The Second Committee reconmends to the General Assembly the adoption of thr,r
following draft resolutions :

DRAFT RESOLIJTTO}I ]

_bres.sion of apprecia!&
!:e?q t9l-_B9].:!ef_qo- orginaig

The Gene_ral Assemb1y,

II9t:!6 that the incurnbent United Nations Disaster Reli.ef Co-ordinator wil-l
shortly be rel-inquishing his duties 

"

Rggog4izlng. the role he has playecl in organizing and guiding the Office of the
Unitcd. l'lations Disaster Relief Co-orclinator in the performance of its functions,

lg94ry.*gpp{eciglig of the contribution he has made in creating and further
cleveloping that Office and his unrelenting efforts to a]-leviate hr:nan suffering
-i:hrough the special humanitarian tasks entrusted. to him,

I' ExpTesses its sineere appreeiation to l'{r. Farul< N. Berko1 for the
ck:d.icated manner in which he has diseharged. the responsibilities of his office;

2. Extends its best wishes to hin for his future und.ertakings ancl wel-1 being I

'sl Al c.2 / 36 lL "l-l-?/Rev " 3 "

T / A/c.2/26/t,.t\9.



A/36/737 / Add..1
],ng]]-sn
Page 12

DRAFT RESOLUTION I]

Stren ins the itv of the United Nations stem to res

to natural disasters and other disaster situations

The General- Assembly,

lgcaUing its resolution 2815 (nfVf ) of 1l+ December t97lr, by vhich it
established the office of the united }Tations Disaster Relief co-ordinator'
32h3 (xx1x) of t-N;;;;"t igflr on the strengthenins of that Office, 3l+)+o (xxx) or

9 December LgTr, in which it provid'ed, inter alia,.for.n0easyle: to be taken in
support of the activities of the orriceGa 3532 (xxx) of 1? December 1975 on the

financing of emergency re1-ief assistance and technical co-operation activities of

the Officeo

Recalling also its resolution 3L/l'13 of 2L December r9T5 on financial
arrangements forllf,e Office of the United Nations Disaster Re]-ief Co-ordinatoru

RecaLling further the International Development stratery for the Third' united'

Ilations DeveloPment Decade ' -tl

Nations Conference on the Least Developed
Programme of Action for the l-980s for the
the section concerning disaster assistance

Recalling the rePort of the United
Countries -containing the Substantial New

Least Developed Countries, in particular
for least develoPed countries, 9/

Deepfy concerned about the increasing number of natural disasters and other

disaster situatioiJlthe economic burden borne by disaster-stricken and" affected
countries, particularly the d.eveioping countries, ancL the d'isruption thereby caused

to their develoPment Process,

Also re-gglling its resolution 3r/Io'( of 5 December 19BO'

Further reealling Economic and Social Council- resol-ution f98O/l+3 of
23 July 19BO regarding international efforts to meet humanitarian needs in natural
disaster and other disaster situations,

Ful-ly cognizant of the sovereign interests and. rigpts of affected countries

and of the prinacy of their rofe in caring for the victins of natural disasters and

other disaster situations,

Agxious- that the international community should. respond speedily and-

effecitiety to cal1s for emergency hunanitarian assistance,

General Assembly resofution 35/56' annex'

A/C0NF.Lo\/22 and Add"l, part one, para' lp
6l

",
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Recognizing that the quality and. appropriateness of material an<1 other
assistance provid.ed by the international- community should meet the particular needs
of the populations of disaster-affected. areas e

Recognizing the eontribution rnad"e by the United. Nations system to the relief
of suffering and provision of hr-rmanitarian relief in natural disasters and other
disaster situabions,,

Ponnonizino. f,hsl the primary responsibility of administration, relief
operations and disaster preparedness lies with the affected countries and that the
maJor part of the material assistance and human effort in disaster relief comes
from the Governments of those countries,

Sgggg&ing_gtgg the importance in international relief of the contribution of
the International- Cornmittee of the Red Cross, the League of Red Cross ancl Red
Crescent Societies and. appropriate voluntary organiza.tions,

Recognizing further that, in order to attain an effective co-ord,ination system
of humanitarian and disaster relief assistance, it is essential to strengthen and
improve the capacity and effectiveness of the Office of the United ltrations Disaster
Relief Co-ordinator and the United Nations system as a whole in order to enabl-e the
Office to respond. to natural disasters and" other disaster sitr-rations speedily,
efficiently and" effectively, and thereby ensure prompt delivery of concerted relief.

Recognizing. that a major constraint for the United lTa.tions system to respond
effectively to natural disasters and other disaster situations has been the shortage
of resources,

1. Takes notq of the reports of the Secretary.-General and other reports on
international efforts to meet hunanitarian needs in emergency situations, as wefl
as on measures for strengthening the eapacity of the United Nations system to
respond. to natural disasters and. other disaster situations f0/ and of the statement
made by the United Nations Disaster Rel-ief Co-ordinator before the Second Conmittee
orr 5 Novenber 1981; U

2. Rqaffirms the sovereignty of ind.ividual Member States, recognizes the
primary role of each State in caring for the victims of d.isasters occurring in its
territory and stresses that all relief operations should. be carried out and
co*ordinated" in a manner consistent vith the oriorities and needs of the countries
eoncerned":

3. Reaffirms the nandate of the Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief
Co-ordinator, estJufished, by the General Assernbly in resofution 2Bt5 (XXVI) as the
focal point of the United. Nations system for disaster relief co-orcLination and cal1s
for strengthening and. improvsrent of the capacity and effectiveness of the Office;

tol see A/35/73 and Aad.t; A/361259; E/:9B:'/L5 ana corr.l, annexl and
decj.sion L?BL/2 of the Administrative Conmittee on Co-ordination.

rr,l Alc.2/36/sR.2), paras. 33-)+0.
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)+. End.orses the approaches outlined. by the Secretary-General in his comments

on :bhe report of the Joint Inspection Unit concerning the role of the Office of the
th-rited llations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator in the various phases of tlisaster
assistance', g

5. Reque.stg the Secretary-General to continue to ta-ke the necessary steps to
strengthen the management operations of the Office of the United Nations Disaste'r
Rr:lief Co-oroinator;

5. g.t:Sgsgg the need to take ful-l ad.vantage of information provitled. by
r:xisting early*warning monitoring systems that have been d.eveloped to strengthen
the eapacity of the United Nations system in responding to natural disasters and
othrr disaster situations and to co-ordinate, as far as feasibfe and useful, all
thr relevant early-warning systems, and stresses,- to this effeet, the capability
of the Office of the United idations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator in information
coll-eetion and. dissemination should be further strengthenecl and inproved;

7 " -IEgeF_ the appropriate organs, organizations and bodies of the United
ilations system, including the United, llations Chil-drenls Fund, the Food ancl
Agriculture Organization of the United i{ations, the llorl-d. I{ealth Organization, the
Office of the United. lrlations High Cornnissioner for Refugees, the Worlcl Food
Prograrnmet and. other appropriate bodies, to co-operate elose1y, in their respective
d.Tr-:ros of competeneee with the Office of the Unitetl }lations Disaster Rel-ief
Co-ordinator in <lisaster relief activities and other disaster situations, to
rerspond. effectively to thr: needs of the situation and to comply promptly with tht:
requests of d.isaster-affected countries I

8. Deqides that, in response to a request for disaster relief from a disaster-
stricken "t"tc anae as necessary, in particufar in clisaster:.prone countries, the
United. Nations resident eo-ordinator shall" with thc full- concurrence' consent and
participation of the Government, convene meetings of the concerned organs:
organizations and bod.ies of the Unitett Nations system to p1an, monitor and take
irnmecliate action to provide assistance; the International Conmittee of the Red

Cross, the League of the Red Cross ald. Red Crescent Societies and appropriate
voluntary organizations may be invited to participate in such meetings wittr ttre
approval of the host eountry;

9" Decides that, following a request for d.isaster rel-ief from a disaster-
:;tricken statc and whenever required to cleal effectively with complex disasters
and emergencies of exceptional magnitude, the Secretary-General or his
reprr.sentative, who woul-d. nornally be the United. Nations Disaster Relief
Co*ordinatoro sha1l convene meetings of the concerned" organizations of the United
llations system in order to develop a concerted relief programme and conduct gq--ho.S"

consultations with the heads or representatives of the agencies concerned. with
r:.isaster*relief questions, r^rith a vie-w to ensuring speedy ancl efficient delivery of
fioocls and services to the disaster-stricken areas, anil decides that these g} hog

12/ A/35/73lAdd.1"
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consultcLtions shoul-d draw on information provided by ilre Government concerned, aswell as on the assessments of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator, thr:,resident co-ordinator and representatives of other United llations organizations in
tht:' eountries concernecl , and tali.e into account advice offered by the fnternational
Comnittee of the Red Cross, the League of Red Cross and. Red Creseent Societies
and appropriate voluntar;,r organizations in the field"; all agencies withrcsponsibilities for natural disasters and. other disaster situations should beinvolved at the appropriate 1evel in such consultations;

10. Decides that, once it has been d.eterrnined..- on the basis of the above-
mentioned information and consultations - that an exceptional or comprex natura1
elisaster or other disaster situabion requiring system-wids action exlsts, thr.
Secretary-General sha11 d.esignate, at the international leve1, a lead entityfron among the United $ations organizations, agencies and bodies " inelud.ing theOffice of the United ldatiorrs Disaster Relief Co-ordinator, and, at the country
l-evel, the appropriate entity of the United lTations system to carry out reliefoperations, taking into account the specific requirements of the situation and in
consultation with the hosi; Goverrunent, ancl cal-1s on all--orgaJrs, organizations andbodies of the Unitecl i\trations system to co*operate elosety r,iitn one another in theirrelief operations;

1l-. rnvites the Adminis'trative Connittee on Co-ordination to examine urgently
the role of the lead entity and participating organs, organizations and bodies ofthe United. Nations system in complex disaster situatior,", tot ing into aceount
c'l"ecision 198L/2 of the Administrative Conmittee on Co-ordination, anil requests theSecretary-General to submit a report, through the Eeonomic and Social Council atits seeonil regular session or f9bz, to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh
session, on the deliberations of the Connittee;

^I2. .Stro{rg1y callA upon al-l States to respond" positively and ercpeditiously to-bhe Secretary-General?s appeals for eontributions to meet natural clisisters and
other disaster situations I

13" @gfates, in partieular" its appeal in resolution 35/Iof for inereasedcontributions to the trust fund of the Office of the UniteO. Nations Disaster Relief
Co*ordinator, in particular to the subaccount for humanitarian emergency relief;

- 1\. Stresses in this regard the need. to strengbhen the operational capaeity
and the human, material ancl financial resourees available to inclividual agencies anclorganizations" in ord.er to enable them to play their respective roles more pronptly,
efficiently and effectively in natural- dis.asters and other disaster situations r

L5. Egguest!- a.Il- States to ensure a full flow of infornation to the Officc: of
the Unitea rrrffiE Disaster Relief Co-ord.inatoru
actions, and" also to provide the lJnited Nations
and logistical support;

especially regard,ing relief
system with the necessary personnel

L6: Urges Governments in clisaster-prone countries to explore further, with
thc' assistance of the d-onors, appropriabe organs, organizations and bodies of the
United lTations system, the possibil-ity of improving storage, conmunication and.transportation facilities, as vel1 as measures to ensure disaster prepare<1ness and
prevention:
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17. .Also urges the international eommunity to assist disaster-prone countries,
upon their request, with the establi,shment of effeetive national early-warning
syste-ms, the development of contingency plans for disasters and the strengthening
of assessmetlt capacity for relief requirements and for distribution and monitoring
of relief suppl-ies;

18. Cals upon orga;nse
involve<l in the provision of
establ-ish emergency units or

organizations and bodies of the United ltlations system
hrmanitarian assistance and. disaster relief to
focal points if they are not atrrea.dy in existeneel

19. Reaffirms the need for the international eonununity to respond fu1ly to
requests foi eneigency and humanitarian assistance, in particul-ar through increased
financial contributions for affected. d"eveloping countries, bearing in mind. the
relevant provisions of the International Development Strateglr for the Third. United
Nations Development Decad.e, the Substantial New Progra.nrne of Action for the 1980s
for the Least Developed Countries " \f as well as those of the trust fund of the
Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator:

20" Requests the Secretary-General to submit a prelirninary progress report on
the implementation of the present resolution to the General- Assembly at its thirty'-
seventh session through the Economic and Social Council at its second. regular
session of 1982, and a conprehensive report to the Assembly at its thirty-eighth
session through the Council at its second, regular session of 1983.




