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I. INTRODUCTION

1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 18 September 1981, the General Assembly decided
to include in its agenda the item entitled "status of the Convention on the
Elirnination of A1I Forms of Discrimination against Women: reSrort of the
Secretary-General" and to allocate it to the lttrird Connittee.

2. The Committee considered this item jointly with item 88 at its 4lst, 44th to
48th, 50ih, 5lstr 53rd and 58th neetings on 5' 10 to 12, L6' 17 and
23 l.Iovember 1981. The views ex5tessed by representatives of Member Statesr United
Nations bodies and an observer on this item are contained in the sunmary records of
those meetings (A/C.3/36/SR.4L' 44'48, 50, 51, 53 and 58).

3. The Comnittee had before it the followilS documents:

(a) Status of the Convention on the Elinination of AII Forms of
Discrirnination asainst Women: report of the Secretary-General (A/36/295 and Add.].) r

(b) Letter dated 24 Decenber 1980 from the Permanent Representative of the
Lao Peoplers Derpcratic Republic to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General (Py'36/631 .

4. At, the Alst meeting, on 5 Novenber, the Assistant Secretary-General for Social
Development and Hunanitarian Affairs made an introductory statement on the item.
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rr. coNsrDERATroN oF DRAFT RESOLUTTON A/C.3/36/L.54

5. At the 53rd meeting, on 17 November, the representative of Sweden introduced a
draft resolution (VC.3/36/L.54) sponsored by Bulgaria' Ch:!g, Costa Rica, Cuba'
Denmarkr EgIp9, Ethiopia, Finland' the German Democratic Republic, $}gg|,
Nigeria, !9ry3y,, the Philippines, 39@, Portugal, Sri Lanka' $we<]g, the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics and Yugoslavia, Iater joined by Germany, Federal
Republic of ' Romania, BIg!g|e, Uruguay and Viet Nam.

6. At the 58th neeting, on 23 November, the attention of the Cornmittee was drawn
to the adninistrative and financial implications of General Assembly resolution
34/L80 of t8 December L979, by which the Assembly had adopted and opened for
signature, ratification and accession the Convention on the Elimination of A1I
Forms of Discrimination against Women (A/C.3/34/L.78') .

7. At the same meeting, the Connittee adopted draft resolution A/C.3/36/L.54
without a vote (see para. 8).

III. RECOMMENDATION OF TTIE THTRD COMMITTEE

8. The ttrird Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolution:

Status of the Convention on the Elimination of A11 Forns
of Discrimination Against Women

The General Assembly,

Considerj;gg that one of the purposes of the United Nations, as stated in
erticffiassoftheCharter,istopromoteuniversalrespectforhumanrights
and fundamental freedoms wlthout distinction of any kind, including any distinction
as to gex,

Affirrning that women and men should participate and contribute, on a basis of
equalityl in the social, econornic and political processes of develoPment and should
share equally in improved conditions of life,

Recalling its resolution 34/L80 of 18 December L979 ' by which it adopted the
Convention on the Elimination of AII Forms of Discrirnination against llcmen,

Recatling also its resolution 35/L4O of 1I December 1980'

Having noted the reSnrt of the Secretary-General on the status of the
Convention, U

y P'/36/295 and Add.l.
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1. Notes with appreciation that a significant number of Member States have
already ratified or acceded to the Convention on the Elimination of A11 Forms of
Discrinination against Women?

2. Welcomes with great satisfaction that, as a result, the Convention
entered into force on 2 September 198Ii

3. Notes further that an inportant number of Membef States have signed the
Conventioni

4. Invites all States which have not yet done so to become parties to the
Convention by ratifying or acceding to iti

5. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its
thirty-seventh session a report on the qtatus of the Convention.




