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THTRD UNITD NATIONS CONFERENCE ON THE IAW OF THE SEA

Awarding of a fell-owship in memory of Hamilton Shirley Amcrasinghe

Report of the Secretary-General

I Rrr irc ro<nlution 35/IT5 of l-0 December 1980, the General Assembly, inter alia,
expressed, its deep sense of loss at the death of Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe,
Presid.ent of the Third United. Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea since its
inception, and. placed on record its great appreciation both of his renarkable
personal qualities as a diplomat and leader and of his unigre contri.bution to the
work of the Conference. lt also requested the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its thirty-sixth session on the question of awarding a
memorial fel-lovship or scholarship in the fiefd of the law of the sea and related
mafforq in rannoniir'nn nf the rrninrra nnnirr'hrrtinn mada hrr

Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe to the work of the Conference.

2. Tn order to comply r,rith the request mad.e by the Cenera1 Assembly in that
racn]rr*inn +t,a $ggsstary-General recOmmended that the Hanilton Shirley Amerasinghev4vlrt

Memorial Fellowship be established as an activity to be carried. out by the
secretariat of the Third. United" Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea within the
framework of the United Nations Progranrne of Assistance in the Teaching, Study,
Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International Law, If and brought the
matter to the attention of the Advisory Committee on the Programme at its
sixteenth session, held on 26 octoler 1981. (See n/:6/633, paras. ,5 and. j5.)

3. The Secretary-General- further recorlurend"ed. that the fund-s for the Memorial
Fel-lowship should be from voluntary financial contributions so earmarked" by Monber
States, uni.versities, philanthropic foundations and- other interested. national and
international- institutions and" organizations which vere invited by the Secretary-
Ceneral- periodically to make such contributions for financing the Programmc or

1/ Established- by the General Assernbly under its
20 December I)6J and continued under relevant annual
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otherwise assisting in its implemcntation and possible expansion ( see A/36/633,
para. 5T). Financial and administrative inplications are avoided by the
utilization of thc existing organizational framework in this way.

)+. The Advisory Committee fully agreed with the recommend,ation of the Secretary:
General and endorsed the inclusion of the Hanil-ton Shirley Amerasinghe Memorial
Fel-lowship as an activity to be carried out by the Conference sccretariat under the
Programme of Assistance d,ur.ing thc l9B2-lg83 bienniurn and in subsequcnt years (see
A/36 /&3e paras . B\-85 ) "

5. fn accordance vith the Committeees end.orsement, and after further
consultations, the Secretary-General recommends that the Fellor,rship be awardeclahnr,l'lrr hrr +Ld Conference secretariat. The Pr:esident of the Conference would be
consulted. in connexion with its award_.

6- The Fcl-lowship voul-d providc the opportunity for speciafized training, based.
on the applicable acadernic qualifications and cxperience, with an acadcnic
component. Thuse upon the complction of the academic component at an appropriate
university or other institution of higher education, a period of spccialized
training in matters relating to the faw of the sea woul-d be providcd within the
Conferenc e secretariat.

T. The Conference secretariat, in co-operation vith the Office of Legal Affairs
of the United Nations Secretariat, wou1d, take such action as was necessary to invite
contributions to the end"or,rnent of the Fellor,^rship in the form recommended..


