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r. INTRODUCTION

1. At its l+th plenary meeting, on 18 Septenrber 1981, the General Assembly
d.ecided to includ.e in its agenda the iten entitled

ttfnternational Covenants on Human Rights:

(a) Report of the l{uman Rights Conmittee;

(t) Status of the fnternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cul-tural-
Rights, the fnternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the
Optional Protoeol to the fnternational Covenant on Civil- and Political
Rights: report of the Secretary-Generalg

(c) Elaboration of a second, optional protocol to the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death
penalty: report of the Secretary-Genera1il.

2. The connittee considered this item jointly with itens 75r 85, 86 and 9t at
its 27th to 38th meetings, from 22 to 30 October, and on 2 and 3 November 1!81"
The views expressed by the representatives of Member States and observers on this
item are contained in the summsyy record.s of those meetings (l/C.3/36/SR.2T-38).

3" The Counittee had before it the following d.ocuments:

(") Report of the Hu:tan Rights Cornittee; 1/
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(t) Elaboration of a second optional protocol to the International- Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty:
report of the Secretary-General (L/36/U+L and Add..1);

(c) Status of the fnternational Covenant on Economic, Social ancl Cu].tural
Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and. the Optional
Protocol to the fnternational Covenant on Civil and Politieal Rights: report of
the Secretary*Generat ( t/ 36 /t+55) ;

(a) Report of the Economic and Social- Council-, chapters XXffI, XXV anct XXVf
(a/16/g/tdd".23, 25 and. z6); 4

(e) Letter d"ated 2\ Decenber 19BO from the Pernanent Representative of the
Lao Peoplers Democratic Republic to the United. Nations adclressed to the Secretary-
General- (A/36/$);

(f) Letter dated. 2)+ February l-981 from the Permanent Representative of
Czechosl-ovalcia to the United. Nations adilressed to the Seeretary-General (A/56/tZg);

(o) r.arron dated. 3 August 1981 fron the Permanent Representative of Democratic\o /

Kampuchea to the United Nations ad.dressed. to the Secretary-General (A/35/)+l-T);

(ir) Letter dated 11 August 19Bt- from the Charg6 d'Attaires a.i. of the Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya to the United. Nations ad.dressed to the Secretary-General (g/56/l+lt+);

(i) Letter d.ated ) October 1p81 fronr the Permanent Representative of Cuba
to the United. Nations addressed. to the Secretary-Genera1, transmitting the
resol-utj.ons adopted by the 58ttr lnter-Parliamentary Conference" held. at Havana
from l-5 to 23 September l-?Bl- (L/36/58\).

l+. At the 27th meeting, on 22 October, the Deputy Director of the Division
of Human Rights mad.e an introductory statement on the item.

rI. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTTONS

A. oraft resolution A/C.3/36/L.36_

5" At the 37th neeting, on 2 Novemberu the representative of Denmarlc introduced.
a draft resolution (A/C.3/$/f.36), entitled. "fnternational Covenants on Human
Rights'te sponsored. by Canacla, the Central African Republicu Costa Rica, -$plgg,
De4nlarE, Ee,uadol, Finland, Tceland", the Nq_ther1aryls, ITqrwayn Peru and Swedenu later
Joined. by AusLrql_ig and Nicaragua.

6. /'t its 38th meeting, on 3 November, the Comrnittee ad.opted. the draft resolution
without a vote (see para. 10, draft resol-ution I).

?_/ fo be incorporated.
Session, Suppl-qnery! No. 3
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7. At the 37thmeeting, on 2 November, the representative of the Federal
Republie of Germany introdueed a draft resolution (A/C.3/36/L.33), entitl-ed
"Elaboration of a second optional protocol to the International- Covenant on Civil
ancl Pol-itieal Rights, aiming at the abol-ition of the death penalty - Capital
punishnenttt sponsored. by Austria, Costa Riea, the Dominican Repubfic, Ecuad.or,
Germany, Federal Republ-ic of, ftal-y, the Nethel:lancls, Nica{agua, E@, Peru,

_q. 
ortugal. and Sweden" The draft resolution read as follows:

"The General Assegbt,

"Having regarcl to articl-e 3 of the Universal Declaration of Hunan Rights
and to article 5 of the fnternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,

"Mindful of its resot-utions 2857 (nfVf) of 20 December l-9?1 and32/6I ot
8 neceil6&-I-9?'7,

"X""u.f-l. ine its d.ecision 35/l+37 concerning the id.ea of elaborating a

d"raft of a second. optional protocol to the fnternational Covenant on Civil-
and Politieal- Rightso aiming at the abolition of the death penalty,

"-T.kitg--!9tu of the Report of the Secretary-General (A/36/\\I),

t'1. Invites those Member States which have not yet done so to submit
their 

"onm6lF-"no 
observations on document A/C.3/3r/L.75 (annex to decision

35/lBT of 15 December 19BO);

"2. Requests the Secretary-General, to submit a report to the General
Assembly at its thirty*'seventh session, taking into account the views
expressed by Goverrunents in their cornments and. observations I

"3" Oeqldes- to eontinue at its thirty-seventh session, und-er the item
ffnternational Covenants on Human Rightsr, the discussion of the idea of
elaborating a draft of a seeond. optional protocol to the fnternational Coverrant
on Civil and. Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the d.eath penalty."

8. At its 38th meeting, on 3 November, the Committee had before it a revised
draft resolution (l/C.l/26/t""33/Rev.1), entitled "Capital punishment", sponsored
by Austria, Costa Rica, the Dominiean RepUblic, Ecuadoq, Gerqralry, Fe4eIaL Sspubfig
of, ftal-y, the Netherlands, Nicaraguao Panama, Pe{g" Portugal and Swqd"en" later
joined by Norway and Uruguay.

9. At the same meeting, the Conmittee adopted. the revised. draft resolution
without a vote (see para. 10, draft resolution II).

III. RECOM}4ENDATTONS OF THE THIRD COMMTTTEE

10. The Third. Conmittee recommends to the General Assembly the ad.option of the
follor,ring d.raft resolutions :

/"."
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DRAFT RESOLUTTON I

International Cgvenants on Hu.man Rights

The General Assembly,

&eqqll-1ng its resol-utions 32/66 of B Decenber 19??, 33/5I of l-l+ December I9TB"
34/4i of 23 November l-979 and, 3j/L3Z of 1t December t_980"

Having noted. the report of the Seeretary-General on the status of the
lnternation?tT6venant on Economic, Sociaf ana Cul-tural Rights, the fnternational
Covenant on Civil- and Potitical Rights and the Optional Protocol to the
Tnternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 3/

T'Inf ino rrr'l-hryv v+rrtf r' 4 vrr

*" 
""a"a 

T;ffiffii*#cl?31;"i3'::5:fi'i i,lili3i',1 f""" 
Member states have

Bearing in miryL the important responsibilities of the Economic and Social
council- in relation to the rnternational covenants on Human Rights,

&ggogni-"ryg the important role of the Human Rights Conmittee in the
implementation of the fnternational- Covenant on Civil- and. Politieal Rights and the
Optional Protocol- thereto,

Taking iq_tg_sc-qolnt the important responsibilities of the Sessional hlorking
c'o,'pffionofih"I,,t."nationa1CovenantonEconomienSociarana
Cultural Rights,

l-. Notes with appreciation the report of the Human Rights Cornmittee on its
eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth sessions L.,l and, expresses satisfaction at the
serious and constructive manner in which the Committee is continuing to undertake
its functions;

2" Expresses its appreciation to the States parties to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights which have extend.ed. their co-operation to
the Human Ri.ghts Cormittee when submitting their reports under article l+O of the
Covenant and urges States parties which have not yet d.one so to submit their
reports to the Committee as speedily as possible;

3" Urges the States parties to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights i'rhich have been requested by the Human Rights Committee to provide
ad.ditional information to comply with this requestg

3/ A/35/\55.
4/ Resolution 22OO A (XXI), annex,

5/ Official Records of the generaf AssemUV" Thirty-sixth Session, Supplement
Ip-_-!9 (am[oll---



4. Takes note of the d.ecisions of theof periodicity _7 ana on guid.elines regard.ing
States parties under artiele l+0, paragraph 1
adoption by the Conmittee of general cornrnents
Covenant; 8/

l2. Requests the secretary*General to subnit to the General
thirty*'seventh session a report on the status of the rnternational_
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Human Rights Conmittee on the question
the form and content of reports from

(t), of the Covenant 7/ as we]l as the
und.er article )+0, pa-ragraph \, of the

Assenbly at its
Covenant on

5. Cormends the States parties to the fnternational Covenant on Economic,socia] and Cultural Rights that have submittecl their reports under artiele r5 oi tne
Covenant and drges States which have not yet done so to subnrit their reports as
soon as possible;

6. T kes due note of Economie and Social Council- decision ]:98l-.::62 ot
B laav tg8r:;;;;;;I;E:1[-e review of the composition, organization an6adninistrative arrangements of the Sessional !,lorking Group of Governmental Expertson the rmplementation of the rnternational Covenant on nconornic, sociai anaCultural Rights and looks forward to further results in this relara at the firstregular session of the Council in 1982;

_T: Agairrllrrlteg- all States which have not yet done so to beeome parties tothe fnternational Covenant on Eeonomic, Soeial and Cu1tural Rights and. thefnternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights as wel-1 as to consid.er
acced-ing to the Optional Protocol to the Tnternational- Covenant on Civil- andPolitical Rights;

8. Tnvites the States parbies to the fnternational Covenant on Civil andPolitical Rights to consid.er making the d.eclaration provided for in articl-e ht orthe Covenant;

9. apprectg&es. that the Human Rights Connittee continues to strive for
uniform stand.ard.s in the implenentation of the provisions of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and of the optional protocol thereto;

10. - Emph?sizgs the importanee of the strietest eomplianee by States parties
with their obligations under the fnternational Covenant on Civil and political
Rights and., where applicable, the optional protocol thereto;

_ .11. Eeq*s!.s the Secretary-General to continue to keep the Hr.rman Rights
Conmittee informed. of the activities of the Conmission on Human Rights, the
Sub:Commission on Prevention of Discrinination and Protection of Minorities and the
Conmittee on the Elinination of Racial Discrinination and also to transmit the
annuar reports of the Human Rights courmittee to these boiiies;

/, +-.-9/ f ol_d. ,

7 rbid.,
B/ rbi.t. ,

annex V.

annex Vf.
annex VfI"
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Economie, Social antl Cultural Rights, the InternationaL Covenant on Civil ancl
politicai Rights and the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights;

l-3. Welcomes the measures taken by the Secretary-General to improve the
publicity f.r tire work of the Hr:man Rights Conmittee and requests the Secretary-
General to consicler the most appropriate steps for the publication of the
Conrnitteets doepmentation ancl to report on this question to the General Assembly
at its thirty-seventh sessionl

ll1. Egests the Secretary-GeneraL to continue to take all possible steps
to ensure that i6E Division of Hr.man Rights of the Seeretariat is able to assist
effectively the Hr:man Rights Comittee and the Economic and Social Cor'rrcil in the
implementation of their respective functions und.er the International Covenants on

Itur:nan Rights, taking into account General Assembly resolutions 3534 (nOf) of
1? Decenber l9T5 ana 3I/93 of 14 December 1976.

DRAFT RESOLUTION TI

Capital prlg-ishneqL

The General Assembly'

Recal].ing its decision 35l\31 of 15 December 1980,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General, 9/

1. Invitqs Member States to submit further comrnents and observations on

the draft resotut-t'ion entitled "lleasures aiming at the ultinate abolition of
capital punishment (draft Second. Optional Protocol to the International Covenant

on Civil ancl potitical Rights)'n, f9/ submittetl at the thirty-fifth session of
the 6eneral Assembly, and.r"requests the Secretary-General to subnit to the Assenbly
at its thirty-seventh session a report containing the vier'rs'expressetL by
Governments;

Z, lgides. to consider at its thirby-seventh session, und.er the item
entitlecl "ElEational Covenants on Human Rights", the idea of elaborating a draft
of a second optional protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and. Political
Rights, IL/ aiming at the abolition of the cleath penalty'

9.,1 t/$/t+lrl ana Add.l'
10/ Official Recor{s qq_lhe_qeneral. Assem!}y, Thirty-fifth Session, Annexes"

.gur,El i -u
11/ Resolution 22OO A (Xff), annex.


