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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The General Assembly, at its thirty-fifth session, adopted resolution 35/L36
entitled "World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women" and invited the
Secretary-General to submit to its thirty-sixth session a report on the
implemenLation of that resolution.

L The General Assembly, in resolut.ion 35/136, among other things, requested the
Secretary-GeneraI to subnit to the Economic and Social Council at its first regular
session of I98l proposals for the implementation of the Programme of Action. The
Council, in resol-ution L98L/L2 entitled "Implementation of the ProErarnne of Action
for the Second Half of the United Nations Decade for Women", took note of the
proposals for the implementation of the Progranune of Action contained in the
secretary-General's report (E/L98r/32) and, inter alia, requested Lhe
Secretary-General to submit to the Assembly ;t-TEs thTrty-sixth session a report
containing concrete proposals and specific measures to ensure urgent and full
implementation of the Programme of Action, including the special measures of
assistance called for therein.

3. It will be seen in the present report that the refevant agencies andorganizations of the United Nations system have already undertifen such specific
measures or have formulated concrete proposals for future action. fn order to
limit documentation and to avoid duplication, it is intended that the present
report respond both to General Assembly resol-ution 35/L36 and to Council resolution
L98L/L2.

4. Paragraphs 6 to 15 of General Assembly resolution 35/136 cal-l for specific
actions by Governmentsr the Sdcretary-GeneraI and organizations of the United
Nations system. The sections of the report and their subdivisions provide
information on actions taken to implement the measures ca1led for in paragraphs 6
to t5 of the resolution.

II. II4PLruENTATION BY GOVERI\MENTS

5. Paragraphs 6 and 7 of Assembly resolution 35/L36 were addressed to
Governments. 1t is known that many Governments have already begun the process of
reviewing their policies and current activities with a view to adjusting them to
the new emphasis giv.en by the World Conference. However, time has not been
sufficient for many Governments to achieve significant results for their adjusted
poricies' and particularry for them to make meaningfur retrnrts to the
Secretary-General on their actions

6. A request has been made to all Governments by the United Nations Secretariat
for a brief statement on the most inportant steps which they have already taken to
implemenL the Programme of efrtion for the second hal-f of the United Nations Decade
for Women and other resolutions of the World Conference. Ttr.is request constitutes
the 1980-1981 biennial round of the United Nations Integrated Reporting System or^
the Status of Women undertaken pursuant to General Assembly resolution 33/186,
Economic and Social Council resolution 1980/38, the recemmendations of the
Programme of Action for the Second Half of the UniLed Nations Decade for Women



A/36/564
English
Page 3

contained in its paragraphs 273-274 and resolution 40 of the world oonference of
the United Nations Decade for Women. 1,/ The statements by Governments will be usedto prepare the secretary-c'eneral's report on review ana appraisal of progress made
by Governments in irnplementing the Programme of Aetion for the Second Half of theunited Nations Decade foi women, to be submitted to the Commission on the status of
women at its twenty-ninth session in February-March 1982. It is considered thatthis will constitute the first effective opportunity for a meaningful analysis of
Progress made during the first year of implementation of the programme of Action.Conseguentlyr it is considered that the provision in the present report of
information on this topic would be premature, and not helpful to the General
Assemb1y.

ITI. I&{PTEMENTATION BY THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEIT{

A. Implementation by specific organizations

1. Circulation of the report of the Conference

7- The General Assembly, in paragraph 15 of its resolution 35/L36, invited thesecretary-General to circulate the report of the Conference anpng Member states and
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations in order to ensure that it
would be publicized and disseninated as widely as possible.

8. The report of the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for women:Equal.ity' Develophent and Peace, heLd at Copenhagen from 14 to 30 JuIy 19g0,
(A/CONF.94 /35) , was trrublished in Lg8O, 2/ ihi" oo"ument was circulated to
Governmentsr interiovernmental and rton-governmental organizations through the
nortnal united Nations distribution system" The report is on sale at United Nations
bookshops throughout the world.

9' In octobet 1981, I01000 copies of two information notes containing a sunmaryof the Programme of Aceion and the 48 resolutlons of the conference r^rere
distributed world-wide in English, Frenoh and Spanish. A post-conference bookletis in production containing a sunmary cif the prograrnme of Action.

10. The report' of, the world conference nas transfiitted speciatrly during March andApril 1981 to 395 hon-governmentar organizat.ions having an interlst in wonenrsquestionsr as vtell as to 86 inter-governmental organizations outside the unitedNations system as part of the 1980-1981 biennial round of the United Nations
integrated reportlng system on the status of women. For the same purpose,
Government,s were invited to provide information on neasures taken to puUficize the

V^ Sepor! 9f- thg*!9r-19 gg4ferenge of the rnternationat qE!e!.iq_-yearg
Cihy, 19 June-2 July 19.75 (U E.76.IV.r)

Mexico
, Chap.I.

?/rir Repoft of Fhe tgorld cqnfergnge of the qnired Narionq pecade for women:
Development and Pgace, Cqpenhagen, I spublicationr Sales No. 8.80,IV.3 and corrigendum).
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Programme of Action for the Second Half of the United Nations Decade for Wonen.

This information will be reported to the Comnission on the Status o.f Wonen at its
twenty-ninth session, to be held in February-l'larch 1982.

(a)

2. Measures taken at qlobal and sectoral levels pursuant to
paragraph 1l of resolution 35lI35 !/

United Nations

Hurnan rights

11. Advancing the status and the rights of 'women is an integral Part of the
efforts undertaken within the United Nations human righLs progranme to promote and

to protect the rights of every human being. Ae the sane time, human rights organs
are mindful ofr nnd pay particular attention Eo, the needs of vulnerable or
disadvantaged groups, such as vromen and children. The activities of t'he
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrinination and Protection of Minorities and ibs
Working Group on Slavery at its annual sessions include consideration of the
exploitation of the prostitution of women and examination of traditional practises
affecting lromen, and also consideration of the sale of children and the
exploitalion of child labour, natters which affect the rights of women. Similarlyr
the convention on the rights of the child, which is currently under preparaEion in
the Comnission on Human Rights, is relevant to the concerns of !{omen and of the
rights of mothers vis-i-vis their children.

L2. The rights of migrant women and the families of migrant workers continue to
receive attention in the Connission on Human Rights and in the General Assenbly,
which is now engaged in the drafting of a convention on the human rights of migrant
lrorkers.

13. In the course of their activities, fact-finding bodies in the field of human

rights pay particular attention to the situation of women and children. Tttus, the
treatment of women in South Africa and Namibia receives regular attent'ion from the
Comnission on Human Rightsr Ad lloc Working Group of Experts on human rights in
southern Africa. Siitarly, the l{orking Group on Disappeared Persons is'nindful of
the situation of the wivesr npthers and children of Persons who have involuntarily
disappeared.

Z/ For relevant activities undertaken by WFPI ICAO, IMCO and IFAD see the
note of the Secretary-General transrnitting information on financial and technical
support activities (A/36/4851. For the relevant activities undertaken by the
Centre for Science and Technology for Development, see the report of the
Secretary-General on implementation of resolution 2 of the United Nations
Conference on Science and Technology for Development entitled sWomen, science and

technology" (A/36/5gL'). For activities of Lhe Wor1d lbod Council, see the report
of the Secretary-General on the role of United Nations agencies and organizations
ln assisting Governments to facilitate the integration of nomen in rural
developmenL (A/36/475) .
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Anti-apartheid activities
14' the special committee against Apartheid continues to pay particular attentionto the plight of women and chiLdr"nl-iEffi 1980, it co-sponsored two seninars on
5t:.t u:d:t. aPaF9heid and was represented at a seminar in lne Nethertands organizedby the Dutch enti-4gg4he.!g llovenent. rn its report to the General Assembly at itsthirty-fifth session, the special cornmittee made'u-nuii.i-"e-i..o*rendationsconcerning women. lrl
15' rn order to mobilize world public opinion in support of women and children intheir struggre against gr.Iheigr th" s"lr.tariat, in-consultation with the specialcommittee agains! +Parttreia, tras. put out rarge quantities of publicity materialwhich were widery aisselninated through unitei Nations tnfornaiion centres,anti-a@eig movements and non-governmental organizations actively engagedagainst gpartheid, the media and tducational institutions.
15' rn lbvember 1980, the following issues of notes ana oocuments were publishedinEnglishandFrench:"Apartheidisaco1l..cffi,y"|26/8o,),|t!4ass
population removars in cpaT-trreig south Africa" (27/go'tr ond a special issue on theinpact of apartheid on Eirsrrfe. a printed brochure on 

"omen 
and apartheid wilrbe issued shortly in English and French by the Department of public rnformation ofthe secretariab. A 16 mm coLour film entltled "you have touched a womans you havestruck a rock"r a pictorial documentary on the womenrs anti-pass compaign in southAfrica' is now being completed. ltre secretariat continues to co-operate withnationar and international governmentar and non-governmentar organizations in thepreparation and wide distribution of exhibitions, pictoriar faciimiles ofexhibitions, booklets and leaflets, television spots, films and radio progranmesboth in the officiar languages of the unired Hations'#-;i"; in other-languages.

L7 ' on the basis of the protrnsars of the special committeer and taking note of therecommendations on assistance to women in southern Africa contained in the Reportof the l{orld conference of the united Nations Decade for women: Equality,Devel0pment and Peacer !/ Ehe General Assenbly adopted resolution 351206 N of16 December 1980, which ltas concerned specificallywith the question of r.romen andchildren under apartheig. I?re special conmittee and its Task Ftorce on women andchildren under ;eartheid is imprementing these recommendations.

l8' As the J'egal adninistering authority for Namibia until independencer theunited Nations council for Namibia has initiatea a;; ;j;i-pl"i'i"r*.=, the unitedNations rnst'itute for Nanibia and the Nationhood programme for Namibia. rnaddition, the council maintains a scholarship programme for Nanibians. These

^ -!/ . 
O.{f icial Records of the General Assenb1y, thirty_f ifth Session,Supplement

y united Nations pubLication, sales No. E.g0.rv.3 and corrigendum, paras.24L-243.
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progranmes take into account the need for the complete integration of women and

provide an ongoing framework for activities leading to a substantial improvement in
lhe status of women. In each of these educational progralnmes' which have group
training or scholarship components, a variety of formal and non-formal educational
experiences for both women and men are available in a wide range of fields. The

Nationhood programme for Nanibia, a comprehensive assistance programne within the

United Nations system, provides a focal point for guestions and project activities
relating to Nanibian women. It has among its 45 pre-independence projects one

specifically devoted to women (ShP/78/O}4-Participation of wonen in development')

which is financed under the tNDP indicative planning figures for National
Liberati-on Movements.

R.*rt otr G.tt.rul A"""rbI" t."olution 3511136 "unn."t"dfor insert on page 10

Development issues and Policies

19. In the context of the objectives and trnlicy measures recommended in the
International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade,
the Secretariat will continue to study the current and emerging asPects of the
situation of women in relation with other development issues of international
concern. The l98I Report on the Wortd Social Situ.ation-and its annex on the
irnplementa Development will provide a

review of sectoral trends and an analysis of elements of socio-economic changes

which bear uSnn the status and living conditions of women seen as agents and

beneficiaries of the development process. This report will include in particular a

discussion of the current problems confronting the welfare State. and the process of
allocation of resources anpng various competing grouPs. It' will also include an

analysis of current policies in health, education and employment' In other reports
and publications pertaining to income distribution, to emerging social issues of
international concern and to social aspects of rural development, the Secretariat
will consider the effects qf various policies on the socio-economic status and role
of women in countries at different levels of economic development.

Statistics

20. The programme of Action of the World Conference calls for development and

dissemination at nationalr regional and international levels of improved statistics
and indicators on the role and status of women, including measures of inegualities
between men and women and womenrs participation in the development Processr and for
improvement of concepts and methods for collecting and disseninating these
statistics and indicators-

2L. The 1978 United Nations Demographic Yearbook and the I97? Compgngiu$-of Social
Statisticsprovidedetai1edsffiinawidevarietyoffieldsl
i"cluding urban and rural populations by ager life expectancy and death ratest
marriage; literacy enrollment and educational attainmenti and econornically active
and inictive (by lndustry, occupation and status in employment and urban and rural).
creater coverge of statistics on women is being provided in the Demographic
yearbook as the statistics become available from countries. A special effort to
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obtain more comprehensive statistics and indicators will be made in the course of
preparation of the next Compendium of Social Statistics (to be completed in 1983) -

The 1981 issue of the un will contain several
series with data shown separately for men and women for the first time.

22. In 19?8, the SecretariaL initiated a long range programme fc,r the improvement
of concepLs and methods suitable for collecting statistics on the role and status
of wonen. 6,/ This programne is being substantially strengLhened in the 1982-1983
biennium. -Concepts which are being reviewed include head of household, household
and familyr €conornic activity, age reporting, marital status, education and

literacy, migration, fertility and mortality. A revised and extended technical
report on this subject will be prepared in 1982. In 1982 a technical report on the
use of household surveys to collect data on lromen will also be prepared.

23. The treatment in the United Nations System.of National Accounts of producLive
activities often undertaken in large part by women in the household sector is als<>
under review. In addition, one of the important sources of data bearing on the
participation and impact of women in productive and related activities is
considered to be statistics of the use of time. A progress report on this subject
lras considered by Lhe Statistical Commission at its nineteenth session
(E/CN.3/5L9) and a revised and expanded report, which is in preparation' will
explore this use of these statistics in more detail.

24. In order to consider these and related developments in all fields of
statistics concerning womenr it is planned to convene an expert group on improving
statistics on the role and status of women in 1983 (see A/36/485).

Population

25. The Secretariat is currently engaged in multiple research projecbs which
relate to concerns expressed in the Programme of Action. In paragraph 257 of the
programme of Action, it is stated that I'emphasis should also be given to fuller and
rnore systematic analysis of all the interrelationships between women's roles in
development and <temographic phenomena*. Many current projects, which are
enumerated belowr reflect this concern:

(a) A study of the relationship between womenrs work history and fertility
using data from the World Fertility Surveys" This is an ongoing project whi.ch will
be expanded as data from a growing number of cleveLoping counbries becomes available.

(b) A st.udy of the demographie impact of status of women policies with
emphasis on the interrelationship between poticy motivation and effecLive
inplementation in the eontext of a countryrs over-aIl development strategy. This
will be done both for developed and developing courrtries and certain hypotheses
wilt be explored in more depth using well-chosen case studies. This study aims to
identify the conditions under which status of women policies are more likely to be
adopted and effectively implemented"

9/ ,An overview of potential sources of sex biases in statisti"cs was issued
by the Unitect Nations as a technical reporL in 1980 entitled "Sex*based
sterer:types, sex biases an<1 national data $yshems" (ST/ESA/STp.1'/99} .
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(c) A study of sex differentials in mortality which will focus on differentcritical points _in the life cycle and compare patterns across regions and betweencountries at different levels of developnlnt. -

(d) A study lf patterns of labour force participation by sex in primatecities of developing regions. Attention will Le drawn to different indicators ofdevelopnent and demographic change which nay affect patterns of occupationaldistribution in Iarge cities.

Social development and humanitarian affairs
26' The centre for social Development and Humanilarian Affairs is the focal Snintof the tlnited Nations Decade for women, and the Branch for the Advancement of womenis- the resSnnsible substantive unit within it, acting also as the secretariat onsubstantive matters for the Commission on the Status of women. The Branchundertakes activities concerning co-ordination within the united Nations system andstrengthening the Cornmission on the Status of Women (see section C below),including monitoring of implementation of the programne of Action(A/3s/ss6i E/LeBt/ 32t .

27 ' rn response to the Programme of Action, General Assembly resolutions35/tla and 35178 of 5 December 1980 and to the rnternational Developnent Strategyfor the Third united Nations Developnent Decade revisions were made in the rerevani
subprogramrnes in the programrne budget for 1980-I98lr and the proposed programme
budget for 1982-1983 and Lhe draft medium-term plan for 1984-19g9 have beenprepared accordingly. The greatest care was taken to emphasize the over-allinternational economic situation and the establishment of the new internationareconomic order as the fundamental context of the Secretariatrs activities.clarification of the nature of the mutuar relationships between ihternational
economic processes and policies and the role which women play in development,, andthe formulation of appropriate policies, is a major objective of activities
concerned with information collection, analysis and research, and the monitoring,review and appraisal of international strategies.

28. Procedures for the 1982-1983 round of the review and appraisal of theimplementation of the world Plan of Action to achieve the olJectives of thetrnternational womenrs Year and the Programme of Action for the second Half of theunited Nations Decade for women have been designed to emphasize the relationshipsbetwen the objectives and policy measures of the programme of Action and thernternational Development strategy. The Data Bank on woments status is being
expanded and made more effect.ive. rn co-operation with INsrRAw, social indicatorsapplicable to studies of women are beinE further developed, pursuant in particularto ESOSOC resolution 198l,zll

29' An Export Group Meeting on t{omen and the International Development strategywill be held in November-December 1981. Its function will be to advise on act,ior,.
which may be taken in relation to hitherto only partialty understood aspects ofunclerlying factors influ*ncing wcrmen' notably international trade, rcnetary factorvalld developments in science and technology. AtLention will be given also tc thedesign of potr_icies for rural developnenL, industrialization, energy and triuri.srn
arhich will have most. beneficial implications for wonen, and which are likely tr:
have the least n*gative effecL. 

"his 
will to so$e ext,ent meet the reguest rnatle iri
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paragraph 7 of resolution 35/78. The Expert Group Meeting rarill recommend future
research on these matters.

30. Pursuant to paragraph 10 of General Assembly resolution 35,/78, an
interdiscipLinary and multisectoral world survey on the role of women in over-all
development is being prepared {see A/35/5.90}. A cottpendium of information on
womenrs status, containing entries for all countries, and a series of country
studies on national experience in fornulatioR and implenentation of policy designed
to improve womenrs status and effective participation in developnent, complenent
this survey.

31. Preparations are being nade for an expert group meetinq on technical and
organizational aspects of poJ-icy fornulation and planning for women's effective
rnobilization in developnent to be held in 1982. A manual on this subject will be
prepared.

32. Throughout the period, inputs wiLl be made to world conferences on the
fornulation of strategies, policies and progra$nes as reguired to ensure that the
mutual relationships between womenrs status and the processes of development are
fully taken into account.

33. With regard to the recommendations of the Programne of Action in its
paragraphs 252-256 and of resolution 28 of the world bnference concerning
international instruments and standards, the Secretariat will service the Cornmittee
on the Elimination of AII Forms of Discrimination Against glomen and will monitor
the inplementation of the Convention on the El-imination of All Forms of
DiscriminaLion Against women. During tgs2-t983r rePorts ltil-l be made to the
Corunission on the Status of Women and a compendium of international conventions and
recommendations will be publlshed. !&nitoring of ratiflcations or accession to
international J-egal standards concerning wonen and their inplementation by
Governments will continue during I984-1989. Inclusion of, the needs of women in the
formulation or improvement of international standards will be ensured throughout
the period be means of studies and inputs

34, In the area of human rights, and the protection of women froyn crime, the
relevant reconunendations of the Programme of Action and resolutiohs 5, L7,20t 23
and 43 of the World Conference will be implemented. Pursuant to paragraph 225 of
the ProEramme of Act.ion, inventories of comparative national legislation aimed at
sex eguality are being prepared for publication in 1983, with publication
thereafter of reference work on new or improved legislation. Dlring 1984 and 1985,
special efforts will be undertaken to help facilitate enactnent of national
legislation guaranteeing ltomen's suffrage by 1985" In the area of the
participation of women in political affairs and in international co-operation and
peacer the recomnendations of the Progranme of Action (paras. 69-82 and 241-251)
and resoluti.ons 7, lL, L2, 13, L6, 31 and 45 of the World Conference will be
implemented during 1982-1983.

35. The Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Deeade for Women gainerl its initial"
operational impetus through co-operation wibh the regional cornnissions' and
continues to depend upon their substantive assistance with project developmenb'
monitoring and evaluation. F,und resources have been used to support bwo senior



A/36/s64
English
Page 10

womenrs Progranme officer posts at three of the four concerned conumissions, namelyEcA' ECLA and ESCAP (ECWA accepted the assistance only temSnrarily and has
backstopped Frrnd activities from a regular budget post). Co-operation with andsupport of the regional comrnissions has effected both the augmentation of
activities and the initiation or strengtnening of regionar ana subregional
Progralnmes for vtomen. While the F\rnd now reaches country level through the
Resident Co-ordinators of the united Nations, following a 1980 agreement with theUnited Nations Development Programme {UNDP) in respect of the fact that some 70 per
cent of its projects are country ones, the regionar commissions continue to executeregional projects of technical co-operations anong developing countries and toprovide substantive backstopping to country ones.

36. Through numerous projects the Fund has intensified the dissemination of
information within regions. In total it has supported 15 country and regionalprojects on information and communication, including publications. Through
earmarked grants, the Frrnd has also financecl information and comnunicationactivities of the secretariat such as the publication of a press kit; the plan ofAction, the Bulletin of the Decade, an NGo Booklet and the preparation of atelevision progranme promoting women.

37. The secretariat undertakes collection of information research and preparationof policy guidance in regard to young nomen, migrant lromen and aged women. The
draft Programme of Measures and Activities for the International youth year
includes a substantial references to the problems of young !{otn€Dr and reconmends
actions which Governments may'vish to take. preparation for the World Assembly ofthe Aged have included anaLyses of the denographic aspects of the situation withregard to the aged, a high proportion of whom are women. policy guideiines on thesubject of disabled women, and recommendati.ons concerning their special problems,
are being included in the progranme of action currently being prepared.

38. In accordance with recommendations of the Sixth United Nations Congress on thePrevention of crime and the Treatment of offenders (A/cONr. .g7/LA/Re. il as
endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution 35/L7l of 15 December 1980, a
nevt programme element 'rCrime Prevention and Woment' has been proposed in the
programme budget for the period I982-l-983. Expected out-puts wiff be reports onthe fair treatment of women by the criminal justice syseem and on the relationship
between socio-economic factors and the exploitation of and traffic in persons, withpolicy and planning impticat,ions. The Latin Anerican Regional rnstiLute on the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of offenders has organized a regional Seminar
onrrwomen as preparators and victims of crime,', at san Jos6, costa Rica.

PubIic information

39. The Secretariat will continue to produce a weekly radio programme in English,providing additional raw material for those broadcasting organizations that also
produce local language adaptations. Monthly French, spanish and Arabic radio
progranmes will also be produced refLecting the same themes, based on thepriorities of the united Nations Decade for women, the progranme of Action,
resolutions of the worLd Conference and other issues of concern to women. All
these programmes are broadcast widely, over national networks and other independent
stations. An animated film wtl be completed by March 1982, in co-operation with
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Kratky Films in Czechoslovakia, on the double work load of working women. A film
vignette on family planning in Indonesia has been completed. Within the very
limited fund$ availab'le, DPI will (a) prepare a proposal for a television series on
vtomen and development, mahdated in paragraph 269 of the Programme of Actionl
(b) up,clate and streanline the rnailing list on lromeni (c) include in its future
updates the new international economic order press kit information on issues
relevant to womeni (d) include regularly in Development Florum articles on r.romeni
(e) update and reprint the bibliography produced by the United Nations Library in
I975i (f) produce feature articles on riromen. The General Assenbly' at its
thirty-fifth session, allocated $US 147,500 for the continuation and expansion of
the weekl-y radio progranmes on rdonen in 1981. However, the publications progranme,
study tours and other infornation activities called for in paragraph 270 of the
Programme of Action cannot be undertaken unless other activities of lower priority
can be identified and discontinued so as to release the necessary resources.

Transnational corporations

40. lile mandate has been given by the Comrnission on Transnational Corporations to
undertake any specific work with respect to transnational corporations and women
and the basic tasks mandated by that Corunission afford very little optrnrtunity to
deal with this matter. Iioweverr the Secretariat will complete before the end of
1981 a technical paper on the social and cultural inpact of transnational
cortrnrations. Prepared entirely on the basis of published materials, this r,tould
include a short subchapter on the impact of transnational corporations on the role
of women in the developing countries. As regards the formulation of a code of
conduct, there are no provisions which deal specifically with women, even if some
of the provisions, for example, those concerning social and cultural inpact of
Transnational Corporations as well as those relating to consumer protection, relate
to matters of interest and concern to women. In addition, reference witl be nade
in the provisions relating to employment, working conditions, and industrial
relations to the ILO Tripartite Declaration which contains many provisions of
importance to lromen.

Trade and development

41. The attention of the Trade and Development Board $ras drawn to the
recommendations contained in paragraph 11 of General Assembly resolution 35/136r
but the Board hadr not taken action on the matter. Ar the secretariat Ievel, the
measures which night be taken were under study and certain actions were already
being planned by the Technology Division. This cornprised plans for studying the
measures needed to ensure the equal integration of men and vromen in the development
process in the agro-food industry and for a wider study of the role of women in
technological transformation in general.

Industr ial development

42. The contents of the Programme of Action and resolutions of the Vlorld
Conference had been analysed and relevant sections brought to the attention of the
appropriate oivisions in I'NIDO. Most of the recommendations relate to the
imtrnrtance of guarding against the adverse effects which technology transfer and
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redeployment may have on hroment the need to take lromen into account at the early
stages of planning; and the need to provide vromen with opportunities for empl.oyment
and mobility and' through appropriate technology, atleviate the traditional burdens
of child care and food production. An effort was being made to incorporate these
recommendations' in partlcular in UNIDOIs technieal assistance prograrnmes, by means
of a circular GD/B/256, annex II) which has been adressed to field staff involved
in development prografiunes and distributed, also to programrne officers at
Headguarters. The financial implications of other recommendations, such as setting
up training courses in co-operation with INSTRAW and undertaking joint studies on
rural women in co-operation with UNCTAD, II0 and FAO would be assessed after
discussion with those agencies. The secretariat was in the process of assessing
the possibilities of incorSnrating the question of integration of women in
development within the current and future work progranmes of each individual Branch
and Section. IID/B/256r ErnD€x I, paras. 7-10 and 18-2I.)

Human settlem?nts {HabiLat}

43. The draft mediun-tern pLan for 1984-1989 contains action-oriented proposals
designed to ensure a concerted and sustained effort for the implementation of plan
of action adopted by the ltabitat Conference, two womenrs Conferences and goals
specified in the International Developnent Straeegy for the Third United Nations
Development Decade. work will enptrasize the development and mainlenance of the
built environment as a means of accolurpdating and integrating the growth of
population and economic and social activities in urban and rural areas. This
policy which involves improvement in the status of r+omen by complete integration
with over-all settlenent development includes: the improvement of shelter,
infrast,ructure and conununity services with a view to accommodating the existing and
future population, increasing labour productivity including rural women,
stimulating public participation in particular greater participation by women,
improving health and educational facilit,ies and ensuring greater equity in the
distribution of income and the benefits particularly to r{onen.

United Nations Childrenrs Fund

44. Co-operation, because of the special relationship between women and children,
has been directed towards the needs of both. Womenrs needs in heaLth cir€r
nutrition, schooling and skills Lraining, in child rearing and home improvement
andr nore recently' training and other activities related to increasing family
income have been the focus of UNICEF's policies. Special support has been directed
to r^romen treads of househol.d (see A136,/485,/paras. 5L-56) . At its l9g0 session, the
Board considered a report on UNICEF policies of co-operaLion with respect to women
and girls' Progranme guidelines, and an assessment of selected progrannes. The
Board agreed that UNICEF should: advocate a broad perception of women in society
and in the development Process' taking the view that women were not linited to
motherhood or domestic roles; give priority in its co-operat,ion in progranmes for
Low-income women in developing countries to those activities that had ttre strongest
positive effects on the well-being of childreni help develop income-generating
proEralnmes for eromen that derived from manufacturing, trading and food production
activitiesl strengthen social support servlces for women engaged in
i.ncorne-generating astivitiest continue to supporL individuaL and organiaed
participation of wonen as actlve initiators, leaders, and managers in the provision
of basic servicesi encourage serious attenlion in programne plann5.ngl
i:ngrlementation, spnitoring and evaluation of the possible impact, of proEramrne

lo*n
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activities on the situation of women and girlst collaborate-with Governments in theeradicalion of the practice of female circumcisionl draw on the interest and
experience of non-governmental organizations in programmes relating to 1romen,
children and developmentl'sustain a high level of consciousness among UNTCEFprogramnes officers and other ttNIcEF staff of the inportance of enhancing thesituation of low-income rural and urban vromen and girls in developing countries;
and recruit more women into the professional staff of uNrCEF, especially in seniorpositionsr recognizing also the need for more women from developing countries.

U"ited Nuti""= D"r ZZ

45. rn its efforts to impLenent the recornmendations for action in respect oftechnical co-operation contained in the Progranune of Action adopted by the world
conference of the TJnited Nations Decade for women, uNDp is intensifying its specialprogramme to prolrte l/eomenrs participation in development, which wai started Ln
L974" As part of its continuing education and information activities about womenrsrole in development, ITNDP has, for example, prepared a new issue paper on,librthern
women and the NIEolr (lb. 16) and commissioned a paper on'rpromoting and
Accelerating Womenrs Participation in Development programmes in the Caribbean
through Technicar co-operation among Deveroping countries,' ,lcrc,/2/r3') . rnaddition, a pamphl-et outlining policies and procedures for all funds administered
by ullop has been published. on the basis of the findings and recommendations for
action that emerged from a joint Agency ,/ttNDp action<riented assessment of Rural
womenrs Participation in Development (UNDP, Evaluation Study loo. 3), which were
endorsed in fulL by the Governing oouncil of IINDP, detailed instructions have been
issued to UNDP staff and, for information, to the participatng and Exeeuting
Agencies (IrNDp/pRoc/79 and tNDP/PROG,/?9 Add. l). rne posiiUiiity of obtaining
special programning assistance from the voluntary Fund for the united Nations
r.)ecade for Women is emphasized as one aspect of the increasingly closecollaboration between the Voluntary Fund and ttNDp.

United Nations High Commission for Refugees

46. Within the framework of its dual function of providing tegat protection to
refugees and promoting durable solutions to their ptight, UNHCR is increasinglydevoting attention to tdomen refugees in view of their numbersr their social andphysical vulnerabilities and their frequent difficulties in adaptj.ng to differentsurroundings. Progranunes have been organized specifically for r"o*en refugees aimedat enhancing their social and economically useful skills, thereby increasing theirparticipation in camP or settlement life and facilitating their eventual
integration into nevt conmunities. These programnes include training inhandicrafts' agriculture-based activities and training in such fields as hygiene,sanitabion, pre-natal and child care, nutritionr food preparation and storage.
Research projects have also been proSrosed to study the conditions which

U Further information on UNDP activities designed to promote womenrsparticipation in development is contained in the report of thl Secretary-General on
irnplementati*n of resolution 2 of the united Nations conference on science and
'-I'**hnoJ"ogy fur Development entitled nWomenr science and technology,' (A/36lSgL) I andthe role of ljlif*d Nations and organizations in assisting Governments to facilitatethe integra*i.*n of wonen in rural development lA/36/475) t and ttre note of thet":full:V-'tl:tfl transsritting information on financial and rechnical supporractivities {"q.236l485} " t
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specifically hinder r$romen refugees from achieving durable solutions to their
problems' and the role of refugee women in development.

United Nations Fund for PopulatioL 4ctivities
47. UNFP has taken specific actions aimed at the increased participation of $romen
in projects which it supports. In order to ensure that the specific situations of
$tomen as well as the possibilities for their icreased participation are taken into
account in preparation and appraisal of all UNFPA-supporLed projects, in May 1980
Guidelines for UNFPA Policies and Programryes in the Field of Wonen, Population aryl
Pevelopnent were prepared. This document was sent to all UNDP Resident
Representativesr UNFPA Field Co-ordinators, Participating and Executing Agencies
and other relevant organizations, with the recommendation that the suggestions
provided therein be considered in development of project requests for the UNFPATs
supporL. The Guidelines also refer to specific activities required in order to
make the increased participation and integration of women in such prograrnmes
possible. Furthermorer they provide examples of such programmes which could be
assisted by the Fund. A specific chapter on women, Population and Development has
been included in the uNFPArs l'lanual for Needs Assessment and Pro@g
Development. The UW tor
programme development in population-related areas in developing countries.

United Nations Rel,ief and llorks Agency

48. UNRWA is charged by the General Assembly with providing services to the
Palestine refugees in the Near East. These services include educationr health and
relief programmes, all of which take into consideration the special needs of
women. These are described in detail in the note of the Secretary-General
transmitting information on the technical and financial support activities of the
specialized agencies and other United Nations organizations (A/36/485').

Unjiqgl-Ng|!!s!s Institute for Tla:L!ing and Resgersh__]t NI!A&)

49. UNITAR uses a comprehensive approach aimed at ending the narror,rr conf inement of
matters affecting women to social and humanitarian issues. It integrates a
conponent in the situation and role of women in each of its research activities.

50. A11 UNITAR Lraining progralnmes are open to rdomen, who parLicipate in them as
both discussion leaders and participants on a basis of equality with nen.

51. In an effort to diminish any adverse effects of the redeploymenL of industry
and technology on women, UNITAR recently produced a series of studies addressing
the impacts of scientific-technological change on the role of women in development.

52" Considering that a new international economic order is unlikely to be achieved
unless the inequality between men and wonen is eliminated, the UNITAR project on
progress in the esLablishment of the New International Economic Order includes
several studies prepared by women on such subjects as the status of women and the
exercise of lnlitical power in the context of the new order. TNITAR intends to
establish an independent international commission on alLernative developmqnt with
$romen utilizing a modus operan4i similar to that of the Brandt Commission. The
proposed commission will analyse problems and propose solutions to uneguaS- po!.rer
relationships between the sexesi bring women to the forefront of international

f ...
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debate such as the North-South dialogue; explore and promote measures, especially
those that focus on the needs of the poorest vromen, and integraLe these new
perspectives into the development strategies of the 1980s and beyond.

53. UNITAR includes information of interest and relevance to vromen in its
publications. The most reeent issue of UNITAR News (volume xII' No. 2, Autumn
1980) carries an article on TTUNITAR and the United Nations Decade for Women -
Egualityl Development and Peace" together with reLated articles.

United NaLions University

54. The University is exploring a proposal that it undertakes studies of the
historical experience of human and social development of children, lromen, men, the
elderly, and families in aII regions of the worldr and evaluate current or
contemporary models of economic and social development and acconpanying gender and
age roles as these have emerged from civilizational traditions in the light of that
historical experience. It plans to continue its action-oriented research
concerning rrwomen and Food Systems". The University is also exploring the
Snssibility of establishing an institute for mother and chitd with particuLar
emphasis on the problems of developing countries.

United lilations Research InsLitutg- for Social Developnent

55. IJNRISD has been undertaking since 1978 research on the impact on women
of socio-economic changes in Africa south of the Sahara. Further information is
provided in the Secretary-General's report on the integration of vromen in rural
development (A/36/475) .

International Eesearch and Training Institute for the Advance.ment of Women

56. The objectives of the Institute are to stimulate and assist, through research,
training and the collection and exchange of information, the efforts of
intergovernmental, governmental and non-governmental organizations ained at the
advancement of women in economic, social and political areas. The Institute
pursues these objectives in the context to the Prograrune of Action for the Second
HaIf of the United Nations Decade for Women, regional plans of action and the
relevant resolutions and decisions of the policy-making bodies of the United
Nations. In the implementation of its programme, the Institute works in close
collaboration with the United Nat,ions Secretariat and co-ordinates its activit,ies
with a1l other relevant organizations within the United Nations system. The
Institute also maintains close collaboration with national and regional centres and
institutes which pursue similar objectives.

57. The first contribution of fNSTRAW !{as made to the World Conference of the
United Nations Decade for Women held in Copenhagen from 14 to 30 July 1980, as
requested by its Board of Trustees. The Institute prepared inventories of existing
data and research activities carried out within the United Nations system and on
ongoing training activities for wonen within and outside the United Nations
system. It published booklets on selected successful national nachineries for the
advancement of $romen and on selected successful activities achieved by women, as
well as a special issue of an information bulletin.



A/36/564
English
Page 16

58. The Institute is operating on an interin basis at united Nations Headquarters'

pending its installation in santo Doningo in the Dominican Republic' The progranme

of work of the rnstitute will be submitted for approval to the next session of the

Board of Trusteesr scheduled for the end of January 1982'

(b) fnternational Labour Organi.sation

59. llhe Governing Body has discussed the Conference results twice, in
November 1980 and uarch 1981. Prograrrne proposals on womenrs workers for the

bienniun Lg82/83 have been revised in the light of the decision and results of the

World Conference. Dr;ring this process the subject areas of ILO competence lvere

strengthened and textually revised. Analytical research on trends and projects for

women r,rorkers are to be generarly expandei, including the strengthening of womenrs

bureaux by neans of improvements in labour adninistration' After the World

conference nore attention has been given by @vernments and trade unions to roorking

"o*.nrs 
questions and t'heir ParticiPation at all levels' The focus has been on

long-Lerm Planning to involve women in development, especially through national

institut,ional machinery. several countries, including Jordan and Luxembourg'

est.ablished women's buieaux during 1980/8I. The ILo is currently uttlating its
<lirectory of Government bodies dealing with tivomen workersr questions'

60. New statistical activities include the classification by sex of enployment and

unemployment data and the formulation of additional questions on !'tomenrs work'

income and welfare for use in household surveys. New concepts of womenrs

participationratesin]-abourforcearealsobeingexamined.

61. The ILO standards relating to ltomen roorkers are also receiving attention'
These include conventions 3 and 103 concerning naternity protection' Their

revision in wtroie or in part is envisaged. The International labour Conference \^ras

held in June 1981 and examined the problen of workers with family
responsibilities. rt adopted convention t{o.I56, confirming equal opportunities and

breatment for men and wornen workers with family responsibitities.

62. With regard to research, additional projects include preparation of a volume

on the employment of women in industrialized countries and the impact of
micro-electronic technology on women's jobs. Also being planned are a series of
studies associated with the IIO projects concerning the pronotion of employment of

rural lvomen, 9./ and the role of women and demographic change' !/

63. Technical co-operation activities include increasing women's access to

non-traditional training and strengthening national institutional schemes to

yThisanthologywillappearunderthetitle||lilomen
sexual Division of Labour in nural Societies"'

L/Avolumeonwomen|sroleandpopulationtrendsin
apElear shorLlY.

and DeveloPment and Lhe

the third world wi}i"



include wonen. The IIO technical units are also
strengthening of ongoing progranmes by including
womenrs status.

67. FAO field projects are currently
attention is focused on the ruraL poor
as peoplers participation and viomenrs
prograrune offlcers have been asked to
project activities.
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considertng a further
components on inprovement of

being reviewed to ensure that adequate
and vulunerable groups, and on such aspects

invoLvement. As part of this reviewr country
assess shether hromen would benefit from all

64. Dissemination of information on II0 standards, national legislation and social
policies contributing to the better integration of vromen in development witl
continue in the forn of studiesr rrorking papers and briefs. The Office for }{or$en
Workersr Questions will continue to publish biennially, in English and French the
II,o news-buLletin I@_93_gb.

(c) Frood aJrd Agriculture Orqanization of the U,nited Nqtions

65. The Organizationrs prograrrne of work has been oriented so as to give
particular attencion to disadvantaged groups and to prornote equity and peoplers
participation in the development process. Within this framework, increased
resources are directed towards progranrnes f,or women in rural developnent.

66. lltre problems of rural rromen are dealt with under all activities in the
follow up of the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Developnent.
SSnciat- attention isl howeverl given to the need to improve their Eocial and
economic conditions and to integrate them as decision makers in development. fhis
is done in a number of ways. For exampLe, there is an FAO project entitled
trCormrunity Action for Disadvantaged Rural Womentr, the aim of which is to increase
rural womenrs ability to neet their basic needs and those of their dependents and
to increse food production. It is also designed to assist Governments in providing
rural rromen farmers and their famil.ies with the services they need, to increase
their awareness of possible resources for asEistance and to stirnulate their
part,icipation in the inprovement of their own Living and working conditions.

68. Assessment of agricultural and rural development projects to ensure that
nutritional c.onsiderations are taken into account is aLso being made and it is
likely that women wilL be one of the largest groups to benefit from this assessment..

69. The role of rural viomen will be one of the areas to whictr the ACC Task Force
on Rural Development will continue to give attention in the future as part of its
joint action at the country Level in prornoting peoplets participatlon in
developnent and monitoring and evaluating rural development.

United Nations Educqb:!?nal, Scientilic and Culturql lQlg qlzation

70. UNESCO has continued its Long-standing work in this area. Substantial
expansion has folLowed the World Conference of the International t{6menrs Year in
T975, and the recommendations and resolutions of the Wbrld Conference of the United
Nations Decade f,or Women has been fully taken into aceount in the preparation of

(d)
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the organizationsrs 198I-I983 Approved Programme and Budget in which substantial
activities to achieve the objective (6.8) of improving the status of women will be
undertaken within the programme areas of education, social sciences and culture and
conmunications. The General Conference of UNESCO' at its twenty-first session,
held at Belgrade in September-October 1980, adopted resolution 13 on the status of
uomen, which called for a substantial number of action by UNESCO and by Governments.

7L. Activities to promote eguality between women and men in the exercise of their
rights and responsibilities within the community will be continued with
consultative panels meeting in Africa, tatin America and the Caribbean, and the
Arab States in L982. National endeavours will be encouraged to take practical
action on the conclusions of the series of st,udies carried out in 1979-1980 on the
access of r,romen to scientific education and training, and to the related careers.

72. A meeting of experts on the role of $romen in the education of young people for
peace, mutual understanding and respect for human rights will be organized in 1981t
in co-operation with the National Commission of a Menber State. The promotion of
equality between women and men in the exercise of their rights and responsibilities
within the communiLy will be undertaken by means of four studies on the economic,
political, social and cultural obstacles to the exercise of fundamental rights by
nomen and on the implementation of innovative legislation. Studies will be
undertaken on the attitude of women to political and public lifer as a preliminary
to the convening of a committee of experts on r.rays of, encouraging and increasing
the participation of r,romen in the political and social life of the community'
including their participation in activities associated with the strengthening of
peace.

73. With regard to improved use of quantitative analytical instruments for
measuring and evaluating the role of women in developmentr training material will
be made available to planners and other public servants concernedr dnd seminars
will be held. A slzmposium on the condition of women in countries of fslamic
culture is likely to be held in Africa in 198L.

74. In the programmes relating to culture, the arts and communicationsr action
will be taken to stimulate interest in issues concerning rdomen. Research which
contributes to the historical and cultural assessment of relations between the
sexes will be synthesized. Comparative studies will analyse the cultural variants
which impede the conplete fulfillnent and creat,ivity of women. Statistical
analyses will be made of womenrs participation in artistic and cultural activities.

(e) World iteal_Eh Orqanization

75. WHOrs prograrnmes are developed to achieve health for all by the year 2000 by
pronoting prirnary health care (PHC) - a neie approach to health requiring the
integrated actions of all development sectors based on social justice and equity.
The pHC strategy increases connunity-based resources so that people ParticiPate
actively in the management of health care. PHC is prevent,ion oriented, giving
priority to heatth eduction and care which is socially relevant to the needs of
communities"
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76. In general women are not explicitly identified in WHors progranme; however,since PHC is based on the recognition that the social injustices of peoplers lives
create conditions of iII health, the need to change women's status is closelyrelated to inproving womenrs health. !{omenrs working and living patterns, their
incone and educational leveLs and the social traditions and customs which definetheir status are some of the important factors infl-uencing the transmission andcontrol of the major communicable diseases, the exlent of non-communicable
diseases, and other health problems of world-wide concern. The social elements ofthe PHC approach give priority to health issues specific to women, e"g., nutrition,fertility and reproductive health and infections. The active participation of
women and wonenrs organizations based on traditional women-to-vlomen health care
networks is the key to mobilizing community health actions and to developing
support for women's role as the main agent of health care in the family. At1 pHC
efforts interrelate with womenrs significant role in other development sectors.

77. WHo implements specific attention to the issues of women, health and
development in three main areas: health needs specific to womenl increasing womenrsrole as health care provider; and developing sociat support measures" Furlher
information is provided in the secretary-Generarrs note transmitting information ontechnical and financial support activities (A/36/4g5).

(f) world Bank

78' The Bank ensures that the design of projects which it finances appropriatelyreflects womenrs concerns and interests; tha! projects respond to women's needs,
make use of their capacities, and develop op6nrtunities for women to share in theprojectrs benefits; and identify potential constraints on $romen,s access to
services and to funds, with the purpose of eliminating any direct or indirectproject conseguences which might be detrimental to lromen. Bank documentation andworking papers are widely distributed to organizations within the united Nationssystem, and the Adviser on women and Develolment participates in a growing numberof international and acadernic fora on the issue of women in development.

(S) World fntellectual property Organization

79' wrPo noted thaL the augmentation in the number of women trained in industriarproperty and copyright was, in its opinion, a contribution to the advancement of
women, given the important role that intellectual property plays in economic andsocial development. Further det,ails are provided in the note of the
Secretary-General transmit,ting inforrnation on technical and financial supportactivities (A/36/4851 .

3. Measures taken at the regional_ level
(a) the united Nations apart from the ional commissions and otherI

a
l-organizations to carry out raqra 1

(i) United Nations SLat.isLrcs

80. United Nations Headguart.ers, ivithin the
co-ordination, co*operates with the reEional

of resolution 35,/I36

fram*-*i:rk cf international staListi.ca..
eomrnissions in the developnnent of
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regional progranmes to disseminate daEa on women. An example is the Econonic
Cornmission for tatin America project, "Research for pronoting the integration of
\,romen into Latin American developmentr improvement and utilization of census data
and exchange of information".

Uqited Nations Industrial Developmenb organizalion

g1. It is the policy of UNIDO to send representatlves to aLl regional meetings,on
integration of vromen in development and piovide information on tNDIOrs 5ntential
for assistance in this fietd'

United Nations Relief and works Agency

82.UNRwAissuedaspecia1editionofitsguarter1yNewsletter'@
Today (vol. 93, luty tgeo), devoted to the problens and education of Palestine
Efugee uomen. Ttre Newsletter is circulated r.rorld-wide in Arabicr Englishr fr91ch
and German. A special exhibition of photographs of womenr prepared for the 1980
l{orld Conference, is now circulatinq throughout the Nordic countries under the
auspices of the United Nations Information Centre in the region. It will '

afterwards be availabl-e for display elsewhere.

United Nations Fund for Population Activities

83. As in oLher sectors, UNgPArs assistance to rrtofilenrs progranmes at the national-
Level has mainly been allocated directly to governmental or non-governmental
organizations. ttre majority of the regional, interregional and global progranunes

have been assisted through the executing and Participating agencies.

(if ) International l,abour

84. Regional directors net on 25 l,{ay 1981 tq consider initiating projects of
direct benefit to working women and the allocation of resources for tbis purpose.

(iii) Eoqd ang Agricul

85. At the regional level, the FAO Regional &me Economics Officers work closely
with women,s organizations in their area and contribute within the countries for
which they are responsible to the regular dissenination of information and excbange
of experience.

{ iv) World Health -.!afggn:i 
ggllgg

86. At the regional }evel, WHO supports wornen's organizations in health care
prograrw{res. In Lhe African region, a Primary HeaLth Care plan views women as entry
gnints to develop village activlties for improving family health within the context
of rural developlnenU, inctuding a prograru[e to involve women in dispensing
essential drugs.

(v) World 
" 
Banh.

The Bank has sought bo stren"lthen its c{}lLab()::'rri,:r'l **!th the regionale!
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bring to their attention relevant information and issues of
Bank-f inanced projects.

ional commissions to s 9, 10 and 11 of
resolutions 351136 l0l

(i) Econonic Conmission for Europe

88' ECE has undertaken-thorough-going research on certain demographic aspectsaffecting tttomen. A study is being completed under the title ,,ldniiori"g 6tNuptiality and Fertility Trends in Europe in the 1970s,'. lrlroreover, addi,tional workon fertility levels and trends, family planning and other aspecLs affecting women'slife and work is being carried out in the course of preparation of the EcElwFs
'rcomparative Fertility studyrr. Both studies are intenaea for publication in1982-1983. APart from thisr the ECE secretariat may make avaiiabre its researchfindings on a wide range of economic topics which aie relevant to the issues of
womenrs.employment and womenrs education and training. The Economic Conmission forEurope is paying particular atLention to assemble separately statistical
information on lrtomen in the process of data collection and ao tr""i "o*".,separately in the course of economic analysis intended for presentation anddiscussion at the meetings, seminars and symposia organized by ECE within the
framework of the activities on its agenda, whenever this topic is appropriate.

(ii) gconomic Conmission for Africa

89. within ECA the major arm for implementation of the programne of Action is theAfrican Training and Research Centre for women of the Social Development Division.
one of its first actions to implement the progarmme of Action in the region was thepreparation of a Paper, the world Conferenqe on the United Nations Decade forwiT.,nr rt" i{npfi.?tion" 

73ywhrch vtas presented to the Second Meeting of the Africa Regional co-ordinaLing
comrnittee (the advisory body to the African Training Research Centre for women,meeting in Addis Ababa in ll,arch 19gl) and to the seventh meeting of the ECA
conference of Ministers, (herd at Freetown, in April 19g1).

?.0'. The subregional connj.ttees on the rntegration of women in Development all hetdtheir second ireetings in the period since tie copenhagen conference, with theexception of the subregional committee of the Tangiers Mu1ti-national Level
Programming and operational Centre (MuLPoc) which held its rnaugurar Meeting inAddis Ababa in March 1980. lhe subregional committees each elected Bureaux whichtogether comprise the Africa Regional co-ordinating conmittee. This Co-ordinatingcommittee is the advisory arm to the African Training and Research Centre for women

X-/ rn order to enable the regional commissions to undertake effectively
rieasures tc implernent the Programme of Actionr dnd to strengthen their reporting
meLhods to the Economic and Social Council on the situation of rromen in tseirresliective regions, the General Assembly approved one additional p*5 post'to be
fu*ded by the regular budget on a temporary basis in l98l in the secretariats of
each of the four regional conmissions (EcA, EcwA, ECIA and EscAp). Attention isdrawn t{: paras. 3, 4 and 5 of * resolutj-en adopted by the Economic and Social,
Council on 29 April 1981, during lts first regular session of 1981 cn a draft ofifs $*e*nd (sociat) Committee IE|L}SL/C.Zlt.fOl,

^/...

(b)
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and held its second meeting in Addis Ababa in March 1981, at which time it gave its
fuII support to the programme of Action and urged Governments of member States to
implemenl it with all possible resources. The secretariat of each of the
Subregional Cornmittees is the Co-ordinator of woments Programrnes at the MULPoC and

each of these training and research programmes are being carried out'

91. Since the t{orld Conferencer the African Training and Research CenLre for Women

has undertaken several progranmes which fall under the mandate provided by

paragraph 9 of General Assembly resolution 35/136. In co-operation with FAO' a

workshop on fuel and energy was held in West Africa. A similar workshop for
English-speaking participants will be held at the Lusaka subregion (east of,

soithern africa) in tne seconci quarter of 1981. A workshop on Improving the

euality of Rural Life for Women trainers and leaders from Portuguese-speaking
African countries was held in Addis Ababa in 1981. It was co-hosted by ECAIATRC!{

and the Revolutionary Ethiopian womenrs Association'

92. The African Training and Research Centre for Women is sponsoring a three-month
training course, to be held semi-annuallyr on women, management' and development
planning for men and women in middle- and upper-level training posts- The first
course was held from June to August 1981 at the East and Southern Africa
Management Institute in Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania. Another three-month
training progranme in optimal use of foods donated for relief and food for work

activities, which includes agricultural Lraining for women, is ongoing in
Ethiopia. It is a joint project of the African Training and Research Centre for
Women and the Ethiopian Nutrition Programme. A national-level workshop on

income-generating activities was recently held in Niamey, Niger (February 198I) ' A

study tour of innovative projects for women designed for women from commonwealth

countriesr w€rs held in October 1980, Other training and meetings scheduled for
I9g1 include a workshop on food processing and storage and a subregional meeting on

the needs of out-of-school girls for !'rench-speaking participants of the subregion'

(iii) Economic Conunission for Latin Americq

93. The activities to disseminate information on Che status of women in tatin
America constitute a particularly irnportant assignment for ECLA under the mandates

it has received; such activities have been struclured around three eentral elements:

(a) Diagnostic reports prepared within the Cornmission provide the input for
the periodic evaluations carried out by the Regional Conference. Using an

interdisciptinary and sectoral approach, these documents conLain information' from
the legal, economic, political, social and cultural angles, on the status of women

in the rural and urban areas of the various countries of the region;

(b) The second information dissemination sysLem is prepared by ECLATs

information unit. This unit produces periodic notes on the economy and development

of, tatin America. According to the inforrnation needed, these notes focus on
questions relating to Latin American women. 1L,/ On the occasion of the World

Conference, this unit also prepared, in co-operation with the Socia1 Development

oi.irision, a paper on the role of Latin American Women in economic and social
development;

l!/ Note No. 326 (september 1980) is a good example'
/...
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(c) Ttre third line of action invol-ves the variou" proi".ts which have

received financiaL support primarily from the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations
Decade for women and which have aLso received support' at one stage' fron the
United Nations E\rnd for Population Activities (UNPPA) ' Y/

94. It should be pointed out that the resources which have been available and are

now available in this area are inadequate and have been rather sporadic. The

region's information dissemination activities need to be strengthened substantialLy'

95. Some of the activities carried out in this area involve documentation J-isting
institutions, information centres, research projects and human resources in fields
related to $romen and their participation in the development of Latin America

IE/SEPAL/G.1I02) .

96. AI1 these publications have been widely disseminated in the region to
Governments and to various kinds of institutions. rn response to the pubLicationsr
E€LA began receiving a number of requests for information on various aspects of the
iten? it has dealt with thern effectively despite the limited human resources
available for such a task.

g7. ECLA monographs on the integration of $romen in development have also been

circulated at conferences, technical meetings and other events. For lack of funds,
further publications and projects that were planned have not yet materialized.

98. As far as meetings are concernedr there have periodically been in-house
neetings, as well as meetings with United Nations specialized agencies,
,ron-goor"rnmental organizations, planning experts and others, with a view to
exchinging experience and co-ordinating future activities.

(iv) Economic Comnission for !{estern Asia

gg. EC'I{A has identified five priorities for co-operation and co-ordination on the
regional and international levels: (a) to form an interagency co-ordination
committee composed of EC1{A, regional offices of United Nations specialized
agencies, regional office of LINDP, and League of Arab States to co-ordinate vtomenrs

progranmes undertaken in regionl (b) to establish a special unit for womenrs

prograflmes as parts of EC:lfArs organizational structure to undertake studies,
collect data and formulate necessary indicators for nonitoring progress in womenrs

participation in developmentr assist in ptanning and executing technical
Lo-operltion and Voluntary Fund for ttre United Nations Decade for glomen projects,
expand its provision of consultative services to member States, and organize and

paiticipate in technical neetings and seninars relevant to women in developmentl
(c) to organize a regional meeting in 1982 and thenceforth every three years to
review inplementation of the Prograsrme of Action, evaluate achievements, identify

IU Documentation activities
Latin American Centre for Economic
American Fopulation Documentation

bave been carried out in co-oPeration with the
and Social Documentation (CLADBS) and the Latin

systen (DocPAL) of the ECLA system-

I
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obstaeles and recommend necessary measures for enhancing the development processt
(d) to organize regional meetings for investigating possible sources of funding for
ltomenrs programmesi (e) to draw the attention of member States to the imtrrortance of,
the Voluntary Fundrs activities and to the necessity of increasing their donations
to it.

I00. Furt'hermore, ECWA init,iated the foLlowing research activities: (a) rnanuaL of
social indicators reLevant for evaluating qualitatively and not only guantitatively
the condition of women in the E€WA regionl (b) manual for nationaL and sectoral
plans and progranmes indicating nays and means of integrating women as participants
and beneficiaries in intersectoral national plans, projects, and activitiesl
(c) action-oriented research in self-help activities in non-formal services among
Idomen in peri-urban areas in Egypt, Jordan and the Syrian Arab Republict (d) field
research for pLanners in the social sector for appraisal of existing social
services in rural areas in terms of activities, training, efficiency and
frexibility of participants, identified needs of beneficiaries, and the
appropriateness of their participation in planning and implementing services,
social centres and trnssibiities for expansion and improvement. The end result for
research was to set guidelines for the innovative delivery of appropriate social
services.

101. other action-oriented research to be initiated in I98l include:
(a) strengthening data-collection on lromen and increasing research capabilities
aimed at setting out Proper use of data and research, and (b) development of the
role of rural nomen in economic developrnent in ECI{A region by providing guidelines
for most appropriate and effective ways to assist rural women in undertaking new
self-sustained and replicabLe income-generating activities.

102. Necessary evaluation and review papers on the condition of women,
inpLementation of the Prograrune of Action, identification of obstacles, and
resulting recommendations will be prepared for the 1982 regional meeting on hronen
in development and thenceforth reviews will be prepared every three years. rn
terms of technical assistance and co-operation, EcwA is continuing to inplement
approved Voluntary Fund projects which are consistently identified and iormulated
to reflect needs of member States upon their reguest and in accordance with
Regional Programme of Action which delineated priorities and areas for development
as adopted by ECTVA members.

103. Finally, E€l{A stresses the importance of regional couunissions as focal points
for co-ordinating and disseninating infornation and exchange of infornation not
only anong member States but among United Nations agencies and organizations. Itfurther slresses the role of UNDP as focal point at the national level for
assisting in introducing reguirements for integrating hromen in relevant ongoing and
planned activities of various United Nations agencies and organizations.

(v) Econonic and Social Commission for asia and the pacific

104. EscAP has two officers funded from the voluntary Fund for the united Nations
Decade for Women who are involved in assisting nenber countries to initiate project
proposals which also emanate from the programne of action. Many of these proSnsals
are geared to education, health and employment issues.

e
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105. lthe Social Development Division of ESCAP is the substantive division
responsible for womenrs prograrnmes. However, other divisions of ESCAP are also
co-operating to see that womenrs activities are enhanced in areas that they are
concerned with. One such activity has been the workshop on participation of women
in dairy co-operatives that was held from 3 to 10 December 1979 in India. Two

other prolnsals on womenrs participation in livestock and wonenrs involvement in
fisheries have been formulated and are being considered by the Voluntary Fund.
Efforts had been made to assess the participation of women in tourism and a project
has been included in the work prograrune of 1982-1983 in this regard. A sinilar
neeting was held in June 1980 to identify and discuss the role of i',omen in industry
and forestry, A subregional follow-up neeting for wonen on the l{orld Conference
was held in october and tibvember 1980, and in February 1981 an ad hoc interagency
meeting on lvomen in development tras organized.

(c) By all Governments, organizations in the United Nations system and
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to carrv out
paragraph 8 of resolution 35/136

(i) United Nations

Econonic and Social Comnission for Fsia and the Pacific

106. ESCAP noted that. it had made only a modest beginning in these activities due
to lack of personnel and finances.

Economic Comnission for Africa

I07. ltre African Training and Research Centre for Women of ECA conducted a
region-level laboratory rrorkshop for senior producers of radio prograrunes in
Nairobi, Kenya (Aprif 1981-) to produce radio programmes on women and development.
The Centre has an active progranme for the dissemination of information through the
print nedia. It has distributed both within the region and outside, free of
charge, npre than 1001000 copies of its publications, including the I0 titled for
general distribution produced since the World Conference. E/
The United Nations Fund for Population Activities

108. The UNFPA has assisted regioinal workshops and seminars dealing with exchange
of information and experience in relevant areas. Included in this category were
regional meetings as preparatory activities relating to the World Conference of the
United Nations Decade for Women.

E-/ Annotated aibliography on women and Development in Tanzanial Improving
Villages Water Supplies in Ethiopia (reprint); Information Kit for Women in Africai
Ivtanual on Child Development, Nutrition, Family tife (English and Portuguese,
reprint); Participation of Women in DeveLopment through Co-operatives (EngIish and
Arabic) I Pottersl a study of Two Villages in Ethiopiai Report of a workshop on
Handicrafts and Snall-scale Industries for Francophane Countries (English and
French) t hil)men and the Law in Ethiopial V{omen, the Law and Agrarian Reform in
Mozambique (Englisb and Porluguese) t workshop on Food Preservation and Storage
(English and Portuguese, reprint) .
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United Nations University

109. Ttre University has not undertaken any specific activities relating toinfornation or dissemination of knowledge concerning women, as it is t[e hope ofthe University to participate in the irnplementation of the progranxme of Actionwithin the framework of ibs programme and institutional development throughout the
world.

(ii) Interletional Labor Organisation

110. Reportsr studies, documents and information are supplied by area offices whichalso receive post-conference information through normal channeli from headquarters.

B. Co-ordinat,ion within the United Nations system

I. Measures taken to concerted and sustained effort forinplementation of the amme of Action a4d other relevant resolutionspursuant to paragraph ll of resolution 35lI35

111. within the framework of the Administrative conunittee on Co-ordination (Acc),
the consultative committee on substantive Questions (programme MatLers), at itsf,irst regular session of 1981, considered the interagency aspect of the follow-upto the world conference. The committee recognized the need for effectiveinterorganizat,ional co-ordination in view of the intersectoral andnultidisciplinary nature of the activities involved. rt was agreed that there vrasno need to set up any new formal arrangements for co-ordination of activities butthat co-ordination could be ensured through informal contacts and, where necessary,
gd=hoS meetings of organizations to discuss specific matters or guestions of broadinterest. In addition, i.nter-agency mechanisms, such as the ACC Task Force onRural Development, the ACC sub-corunittee on Nutrition and the ACC Sub-ConmiLtee onstatistics, would include a dimension reflecting the participation of women intheir substantive discussions. The CCSQ (PROG) will continue to keep theseguestions under review.

LL2. The united N,ations Secretariat , working through the ACC Sub'Conuniteee onStatistical Activltiesl and the StaListical Commission, is the focal point for theco-ordination and review of lnternational statistical activities, includinginternational data coll-ection and dissemination, international work on the
development of statistical concepts and methods and technical co-operat,ion instatistics. As it is essentiar to ensure an integrated approach to the developmentof statistics and indicators on vtomen, and pursuant to ttle conclusion of theStatistical Connrission at its eighteenth and twentieth sessions that theStatistical office should serve as a focal point to ensure co-ordinati,on ofinternational work on social indicators, the ACC Sub-Commit,tee on statisticalAcLivities has agreed to add this topic to the agenda of its next session, to beheld in Vienna in the second quarter of 1982. rn co-operation with the concernedagencies and other offices, a report on this subject rritt u. prepared for themeeting.
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2. Ir4easures taken to establish focal points pursuant to paragraph 14 of
resolution 35,/136

I13. ,{Ihe majority of specialized agencies and other United Nations organizations
having substantial responsibilites with regard to nomenrs issues have now focal
points formally designated within their secretariats. These focal points vary
considerably both from the points of view of their functions and staff resources.
A number of organizations having long-established progranmes in this field and
arrangements for co-ordination have, since the World Conference, taken steps to
strengthen these.

114. It must be noted, however, that even in some of the organizations which have
long established specialist substantive units responsible f,or women's issues, staff
resources for operation of focal points are quite limited. In some organizations
whose activities have most important implications for !{omen in development, these
functions are undertaken by a single staff member on a part-time basis.

I15. A system-wide guide to the focal 6nints existing in alL organizations'
together with information on associated arrangements, such as tadk forces, working
groups and an indication of the substantive units engaged in implementation of the
Programme of Actionr will shortly be published. It will contain a supplement
devoted to information on sirnilar arrangements within inter-governmental
organizations outside the United Nations system. If the guide proves useful, it.
will be revised at regular intervals.

C. Measures taken with regard to the Commission on the Status of
Women and the Secretariat, pursuant to paragraph 13

.

116. To a substantial degree, measures which may be proposed to meet this request
comprise arrangements whereby the Commission on the Status of women continues and
refines its present functions with regard to monitoring, reviev, and appraisal of
the implementation by Governments, and also by all organizations of the United
Nations system acting in their support of the following: the Declaration on the
Elimination of Discrimination Against Women, the World Plan of Action to implement
the Objectives of the International Womenrs Yearr ?Dd the Programme of Action for
the Second Half of the United Nations Decade for Women. Ttre reporLs of the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women will, under the
Convention, be transmitted to the cornmission for its information, and it is
anticipated thaL the Comnission may take them into accounL for policy formulation
purposes when planning its progranme of work.

117" Recent mandates have called for such continuation and refinement: Economic
and Social Council resolutions 1980/3 and 1980/38, 1981/11' 198L/L2 and L98L/26i
paragraphs 253 | 273-275 and 280 of the Progranme of Actioni resolution 40 of the
World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women.

118. In order to facilitate the Commissionrs work, and in response to the
recommendations of the Economic and Social Council and the World Conference and in
consultation with many specialized agencies and other United Nations organizations,
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the Secretariat has further revised the decentralized and regionalized procedures
for the lgg0-1g81 and 1gg2-1gg3 rounds of the rntegrated Relnrting system on the
Status of Women which it had subnitted to the Commission on the Status of Women at
iLs twenty-ninth session. Revised procedures for the dissemination of the results
of the Commission's consideration of these reports are being devised for the
Commission,s consideration at its twenty-ninth session. In consultation with all
concerned specialized agencies and other United Nations organizations, Procedures
will be revised whereby reports on their activites are made by then to the
Commission on the Status of Women and the Economic and Social Council. These

procedures, while responding to the mandates provided by General Assenbly

iesolution 32/L38, Economic and Social Council resolutions 1980/3, 1980,/38 and

LggL/IZ and paragraph 280 of the Programme of Action will avoid duplication in
reporting and excessive documentation. Each of these procedures is intended to
strengthen the functions of the Commission on the Status of Women in regard to
inplernentat,ion of the Programne of Action, both by Governments and by the United
NaLions sYstem of organizations.

D. Preparations for a Worl
the United Nations Decade for Women

ll9. In paragraph 17 of its resolution 35/L36, the General Assembly decided to
convene in 1985, at the conclusion of the United Nations Decade for Women, a world
conference to review and appraise the achievements of the Decade.

LzO. lt is expected that this Conference will constitute a major forum for
reviewing and appraising progress made during the Decader and will offer an

opportunity for the formulation and recommendation of a strategy which will
continue the work of the United Nations system in this field for an appropriate
subsequent period. Ttre Secretariat is giving preliminary consideration to the
preparation of the l9B5 Conference. Attention is being given to the most
appropriate preparatory procedures, documentation and organization. A report on
this matter will be circulated to specialized agencies and other United Nations
organizations for their suggestions. On the basis of their comments, a final
report will be prepared for subnission to the Commission on the Status of Women at.

its twenty-ninth session, to be held early in 1982.

L2L. preliminary arrangements are also being made to ensure that the procedures for
undertaking the 1982-1983 round of monitoring, review and appraisal of
implementation of the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the United Nations
Decade for Women and other international instrurpents concerned with the advancement
of women are adapted to the need to provide the Conference with up-to-date
information on the matters with which j.t will be concerned. It may be noted that
this round will be utilized also for the preparation of reports which' pursuant to
paragraph 275 of the Programme of Action, will form part of procedures for the
ieview and appraisal of the International Development Strategy for the Third United
Nations Development Decade, the first of which will be carried out by the General
Assembly in 1984' Pursuant to paragraph 180 of that Strategy.




