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MATTERS REQUI RI NG ACTI ON BY THE CONFERENCE COF THE PARTI ES

DESI GNATI ON OF A PERVANENT SECRETARI AT AND
ARRANGEMENTS FCR | TS FUNCTI ONI NG

HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT W TH THE GOVERNMENT OF CGERMVANY

Note by the Secretariat

1. By its decision 5/ COP.1, paragraph 3, the Conference of the Parties (COP)
encouraged the Executive Secretary as a matter of wurgency to negotiate a
headquarters agreenent in an appropriate manner with the Governnment of the Federa
Republic of Germany in accordance with its offer, and upon such terns and
conditions as are appropriate and necessary, in consultation with the Secretary-
CGeneral, and to submit it to the Conference of the Parties for adoption at a
subsequent sessi on.

2. By paragraph 4 of the sane decision, the COP stressed that, with a viewto
enabling the secretariat to effectlvely di scharge its functions wunder the
Convention, such an agreenent should, in particular, reflect the follow ng:

(a) The secretariat should possess in the host country such | egal capacity
as is necessary for the effective discharge of its functions under the Conventi on,
in particular to contract, to acquire and di spose of novabl e and i nmovabl e property
and to institute | egal proceedings;

(b) The secretariat should enjoy inthe territory of the host country such
privileges and inmunities as are necessary for the effective discharge of its
functi ons under the Convention

(c) The representatives of the Parties and Observer States (and regiona
econom c integration organi zations) to the Convention as well as the officials of
the secretariat should simlarly enjoy such privileges and imunities as are
necessary for the independent exercise of their functions under the Convention

3. The COP at the same time al so expressedts appreciation to the Government
of Germany for its commtment to fulfil the terns of its offer to host the
secretariat and to facilitate the resettlement of its staff in attractive
conditions; and expressed the hope that the headquarters agreenent could enter
into force in tine for the secretariat to start operating in its new |location on
1 January 1999.

4. I n negotiating the headquarters agreenent, the secretariat and t he Gover nnent
of Germany have taken into considerationjnter alla docunments A/ AC. 241/ 54/ Add. 2
and A/ AC. 241/ 63.

GE. 98- 63007



| CCD/ COP(2)/8
page 2

5. Upon its signing by the Governnent of Germany, the United Nations and the
secretariat, and following ratification by the German parlianment, a headquarters
agreenment is expected to be before the COP for adoption, as contained in docunment
| CCD/ COP(2)/8/Add. 1, together with arelevant draft deci sion, contai ned i n docunent
| CCD/ COP( 2)/13.



