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I. In constan! and close co-operation with the Organizaeion of African Unity.
more than 40 per cent of the resources and technical competence of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) are channelled to the African
regron fo{ develolnnent initiatives and activities and for assurning responsibrlity
j.n lhe technical execution of 842 projects a! a value of $440 miIlion. Even higher
pr j.ority is given to the African continent in FAOrs progranune of work ancj budget
for 1982-1983 so as to ensure !o the rnaxirnun possible extent the implementat.ion of
the Lagos Plan of Action irhose relevant parts i{ere based on the FAO Africa food
PIan which was elaborated in cotlaboration with OAU and the Econonic Cornnission for
Africa (ECA),

2. All of FAors special econornic assistance prograrnmes in the African region are
undertaken on Che basis of regul-ar and close cooperation with OAU. In this
context. FAO's Inveslment Centre, during 1978-1980 alone, has identified and
Prepared 7l projects for Africa, involving inveslments of about 92,965 miLlion.
Africars share of the 1980 resources of FAO's quick-action Tecitni.cal Co-operatLon
Prograrune was 50.3 per cenl. The regionrs share in FAO's trust fund prograNne
during the sane period was the equiva.Ient of 940 niuion, and Africa,s part in lhis
progranne should reach 40 per cent. An equally high share is reserved to Africa in
FAo's Special Action Progammes: over 75 per cent. of the Food Security Assistance
Prograrme, 48 per cent of the Progra.rufle for the prevention of Food Losses,
72 per cent of the Ferlilizer progr amme, and 65 per cent of the Seed prograrune.
Other such Prograrunes are lafgely, and often exclusively, devoeed to Africa, e.9.,
the prograru[es for ].ocust conlrol, conErol of African animaL trypanosomiasi s, for
agricultural credit developmen!, fishing in the exclusive economic zones, follow-up
to the I'lbrld Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Developrnen!.
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3. Some $100 million lrorth ot emergency fooo and agricultural inF..tts were
approved by FAO j.n 1980 alolre for member courrrries oi OAU. In addltj.on, and deeply
concernecl aooLlt li're !vor:selling food sitlration in Airica, tlle Direclor-General of FAO
convened an urgent donor meeting on 19 Septenber 1980 in Rone which resulted in
firn indicatlons far assislance in Lhe forn of about 2.2 nr.illion tons of grains and
930 nillion for the purchase of food, neans of tsransportation and basic farm inputs
for the 26 African countries seriousl-y affecLed by food shortages.

4, FAO issues. on a regular basls and for i,/ide-spread dj.stribution to
Governments. reF,orts on the African tood emergency, on fooo crops and shorCages,
the food situati.on and outtook and others, as part of its cLobal rnformation and
Early Warning System, as 'r'Jell as regular locust s.ituation reports. A1l these
reports, in which African countrj.es figure prornLnently, assj.st the region !o cope
with its food probler s wirife enlisting maximum international assi.sta'ce in thi.s
effort.

5. Betireen 197rj and 1990, lhe share of FAO staff from OAU member countries rose
by sorne 79 per cent, that of seni.or (Assistant Di r ector-Gener ai and Director)
African FAO staft by 47 per cent,


