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| nt roduction

1. The third intergovernnmental meeting on the draft protocol on water and
health to the 1992 Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary

WAt er courses and International Lakes took place in Budapest from3 to 4
Decenber 1998 at the invitation of the Government of Hungary.

2. Del egations fromthe following countries attended: Andorra, Austria,
Azer bai j an, Bel arus, Belgium Bosnia and Herzegovi na, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech
Republ i c, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Ceorgia, Germany, G eece,

Hungary, Italy, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Mlta, Netherlands,
Nor way, Pol and, Republic of Ml dova, Romania, Russian Federation, Slovakia,
Spai n, Sweden, Switzerland, the former Yugoslav Republic of Mcedonia, Turkey,
Tur knmeni st an, Ukrai ne, United Kingdom and Uzbeki stan

3. Representatives of the European Conmunity al so partici pated.

4, Representatives of the United Nations Econom ¢ Conmi ssion for Europe
(UNECE) and the United Nations Environnent Progranme (UNEP) al so
parti ci pat ed.

5. The foll owi ng non-governnental organizations were represented: Ecoforum
Regi onal Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe, and United
Nat i ons Envi ronnent and Devel opment - United Ki ngdom Conmittee (UNED- UK) as
coordi nator of the non-governnmental organizations for the Third Mnisteria
Conf erence on Environment and Heal t h.

6. During the opening session, M. V. ZOLTAN, Deputy Secretary of State,
M nistry of Health, Hungary, addressed the neeting.

7. Fol |l owi ng the opening statement, some del egations inforned the neeting
about the readiness, in principle, of their Governnments to sign the protoco
at the Third Mnisterial Conference on Environment and Health in London

8. The Meeting wel coned the statenents made during the opening session and
agreed to bear themin mnd when discussing the various agenda itens.

l. PROCEDURES

9. The Meeti ng:

(a) Adopt ed the agenda as set out in document MP.WAT/AC. 1/1998/12 -
EHCO 020102 L

(b) Re-el ected M. A PINTER (Hungary) as its Chairperson, Messrs.
W KAKEBEEKE ( Net herl ands) and V. KARAMJUSHKA (Ukraine) as its Vice-
Chai rpersons, and M. A SIMCOCK (United Kingdon) as its Rapporteur

(c) Adopted the report on its second neeting (MP. WAT/ AC. 1/1998/9 -
EHCO 020102 1).
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. DRAFT PROTOCCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH

10. The Meeting scrutinized the entire draft protocol as it stood on 23
Sept enber 1998 (MP. WAT/ AC. 1/ 1998/ 14 - EHCO 020102 N). It prepared and
exam ned anmendnments and additions, and it finalized its work to revise the
draft protocol

11. In doing so, the Meeting:

(a) Took note of the statement by the del egation of Austria expressing
its reservation to the draft protocol as the |ink between this protocol and
t he parent Convention would still need further consideration by the Austrian
Gover nnment ;

(b) Took note of the statement of the del egation of Turkey, which
entered a reservation about recital (9) of the preanble, starting with “Taking
note of the 1991 Convention on Environnental |npact Assessment in a
Transboundary Context ...”, after the insertion of the reference to the 1997
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of
I nternati onal Watercourses;

(c) Agreed with the proposal by the delegation of Germany to translate
the phrase “all appropriate measures” in article 4, paragraph 1, into Gernman
as “alle angenessenen Massnahmen”;

(d) Invited the del egati ons of the Russian Federation and Ukraine to
agree on the translation of the term*“guidelines” into Russian, and to inform
the secretariat accordingly;

(e) Agreed that the revised text of the draft protocol as it stood on
4 Decenber 1998 (see MP. WAT/ AC. 1/1998/15 - EHCO 020102 0) should be submtted
to the pre-conference neeting for the Third Mnisterial Conference on
Envi ronnent and Health (Bl ed, Slovenia, 14-16 February 1999) for
consi deration;

() Invited the French-, German- and Russi an-speaki ng del egations to
exam ne the respective translations of the revised text of the protocol and to
informthe secretariat of inconsistencies, if any, in the translations from
the English original

(9) Agreed that the Chairperson, the Rapporteur and country
representatives of France, Germany and the Russian Federation should attend
the neeting of editors, tentatively scheduled to be held shortly after the
Bl ed pre-conference neeting, which would put the final editorial touches to
the protocol’s various | anguage versions for subm ssion to the Third
M ni sterial Conference on Environment and Health (London, 16-18 June 1999) for
adopti on.

12. The Meeting took note of the information by the secretariat on the
signing procedure, and particularly of the fact that del egations intending to
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sign the protocol nust provide full powers issued by the Head of State, Head
of Governnment or Mnister of Foreign Affairs in accordance with the Vienna Law
of Treaties, stating that the representative naned therein is invested with
the necessary authority to sign the protocol according to its article 21

13. The Meeting al so noted that the executive heads of UN ECE and WHO EURO
had the intention to wite jointly, on a date currently planned for Apri
1999, to delegations inform ng them about further arrangenents nade for the
si gni ng procedure of the protocol

14. The Meeting took note with appreciation of the information by a
representative of the del egation of Ukraine on the intention of the Republic
of Mbl dova, Romani a and Ukraine to coll aborate as soon as possible in a pil ot
i npl enmentation of the protocol. The Meeting also noted with appreciation that
ot her del egati ons had al so contacted the secretariat with proposals for early
starts on inplementation. 2/

[11. BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS ON WATER AND HEALTH
15. The Meeti ng:

(a) Took note of the revised background paper on water-rel ated
di seases; invited delegations to submt anendnents and additions to the
Chai rperson, with a copy to the secretariat, by end of January 1999 at the
| atest; and requested the Chairperson to circulate an updated version of the
background paper to the participants of the pre-conference neeting in Bled for
information. It also requested the UN ECE and WHO EURO secretariats to mai
this background note to the focal points for activities under the Convention
and the WHO EURO focal points on health;

(b) Finalized work on the water and health related part of the draft
resol ution of the London Conference for subm ssion to the pre-conference
meeting in Bled for consideration;

(c) Took note of further progress made in finalizing work on the
Monogr aph on Water Resources and Human Health in Europe by WHO EURO and the
Eur opean Environment Agency.

V. OTHER BUSI NESS

16. The secretary circul ated a non-paper with information on the two
forthcom ng Semi nars on the prevention of chemi cal accidents and limtation of
their impact on transboundary waters (Hanmburg, Germany, 4-6 Cctober 1999) and
on flood prevention and protection (Berlin, Germany, 7-8 October 1999), and

i nfornmed the participants about the deadlines for subm ssion of Sem nar
contributions by 27 February and 15 March 1999, respectively.

17. He al so inforned the Meeting about preparations for a one-day workshop
on exchangi ng experience with the inplenmentation of the Convention, schedul ed
to be held during the International Congress “Large Rivers ‘99" which wll
take place in N zhny Novgorod, Russian Federation, from25 to 29 May 1999, and
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about the involvement of staff of the UN ECE and WHO secretariats in
preparations for other neetings of relevance to the Convention and the
Protocol . 3/

V. CLCOSI NG OF THE MEETI NG

18. The Meeting noted that the report on the third intergovernnmental neeting
woul d be submitted to the pre-conference neeting in Bl ed.

19. The Meeting took note with appreciation of the proposal by the vice-
chai rman, M. Kakebeeke, to refer to the Protocol as to the Budapest Protoco
on Water and Health in view of the major contribution made to its successfu
negoti ati on by the hospitality and support of the Hungari an Government.

20. The participants thanked the Governnent of Hungary and the host
authorities for the excellent arrangenents that had been made and for the
cordial hospitality extended to themduring the neeting. They expressed their
particular gratitude for the financial assistance provided by donor countries
and by organi zations to enable representatives of countries in transition to
attend, as well as the arrangenents nmade for interpretation and the
participation of secretariat staff.

Not es:

1. Prepared by the responsible officer in consultation with the chairperson
and the rapporteur. This docunent has been produced wi thout formal editing.

2. At the tinme of witing, the follow ng del egati ons have proposed the

i mpl enmentation of such pilot projects within national and/or transboundary
contexts: Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovi na, Hungary, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan
Romani a, Republic of Ml dova, Russian Federation and Ukraine. The UN ECE and
WHO EURO secretariats are exam ning the possibility of providing assistance to
the inmplementation of the pilot projects, and will shortly organize
consultations with interested countries.

3. At the time of witing, the first announcenent of the Conference
WATERSHED 99 has been circul ated on behal f of WHO by the Robens Centre for
Public and Environnental Health, one of WHO s Col | aborating Centres. The
Conference is expected to follow up the Third Mnisterial Conference on
Envi ronnent and Health, particularly the interplay between water and human
health as laid down in the Protocol. Conference topics include water
treatment technol ogies, nmonitoring and anal ysis, groundwater resources,
surface water resources, potable waters, enmergency water supplies, issues in
devel opi ng countries, and recreati onal waters. Standards, |egislation and
regul ation will also be addressed. The Conference will take place at the
University of Surrey, GQuildford, Surrey, United Kingdom from 21 to 24 June
1999. Further information will be circul ated through the respective foca
poi nt s.



