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In the absence of Mr. Abelian (Armenia), Mr. Armitagehe four main conference-servicing centres. The efforts to
(Australia), Vice-Chairman, took the Chair. introduce new technologies were noted, but the use of remote
interpretation must initially be confined to international
conferences before being introduced in the United Nations
system. The excessive vacancy rate in language services at

Agenda item 117: Pattern of conferencegcontinued all duty stations was a source of concern, and the Group of 77
(AI51/946; A/52/7, A/52/685, A/52/803 and A/52/1000; and China noted the Secretariat’'s statement, referred to in

AI53/16, A/53/32, AI53/221, AI53/257 and A/53/507)  paragraph 62 of the report, that no further budget reductions

. . . could be borne by conference services. They attached great

1. Mr. Atiyanto (Indonesia), speaking on behalf of the ; :
: . - : I he |

Group of 77 and China, noted with satisfaction from thlmportance to career development in the language services

&nd endorsed the recommendation in paragraph 5 of the report

re_port_of the Committee on _Conf_erences (A/53/32) that ttbef ACABQ (A/53/507) that the Secretary-Generéosild
utilization of conference services in New York haccerded repare a special report analysing problems in that area. It

the benchmark of 80 per cent and that similar |mprovemer1§§s concurred with the Advisory Committee’s view that the

?ﬁ: ?necell;]srig?]dgfa;tiggt(ia!: :)?dl\\l/:rrg;)?' ;ﬁ%’:ﬁ?giﬁ?ﬁ% bers and grade levels of staff should be commensurate
‘with the Organization’s needs.

However, the Chairman of the Committee on Conferences

should continue his consultations with the chairmen of tfe ~ The Group of 77 and China noted with concern that the
bodies performing below the benchmark with a view tgrovisions of paragraphs 24 and 25 of resolution 52/214 B,
improving their utilization of conference resources. The fagoncerning the format of documents and reports, were not
that 81 per cent of the requests for interpretation services fging fully implemented and they would welcome an
meetings of regional and other major groupings of Membé&xplanation from the Secretariat as to the reasons for that

States had been met was welcome, but the Secretariat sh@ifdation. They were deeply concerned about the chronic
make every effort to meet such requests in full. problem of the late issuance of documents and reiterated that

2.  The Group of 77 and China endorsed the request of t%;:? Secretariat must comply with the six-week rule. They
Q

. . ted the establishment of a system of focal points to monitor
Committee on Conferences that the Secretariat should provige yS P
preliminary estimates of the cost of establishing a permanent

The meeting was called to order at 10 a.m.

cumentation (A/53/32, para. 78), stressed the need to
stﬁengthen the Distribution Section and urged that the

cost-accounting system for conference services, together W'(tjroblem of the poor quality of some documents should be

afﬂme-frame for the prOJeCt (A/53/32, para. 42). They agreé::'tddressed by the Secretariat. Particular causes of concern
with the statement in paragraph 10 of the report of the . L . -
. . . . were the suspension of some publications in all official
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetar . . .
. . ) o anguages and the continued high rates of self-revision. The
Questions (ACABQ) on interpretation and translation issues . . .
, - Secretariat must endeavour to ensure timely delivery of
(A/53/507) that the Secretary-General's report on the SUb]eac(()?cuments in all six official lanauades
(A/53/257) did not provide sufficient information to allow for 9 'g ' '
endorsement of the full-fledged development of such a systefa.  The Group of 77 and China concurred with the
As recommended by the Committee on Conferences, tigeommendations made by the Committee for Programme and
Secretary-General should address the weaknesses outliz@@rdination (CPC) in its report (A/53/16, paras. 347 to 352)
in the report of ACABQ and resubmit his proposals to th#ith respect to the report of the Joint Inspection Unit (JIU)
Fifth Committee. The consultative mechanism recommendefl United Nations publications (A/51/946). They appreciated
in paragraph 38 of the report of the Committee othe Secretariat's efforts to develop electronic means of
Conferences should be established. delivering documents, such as the optical disk system, but the

. . technological improvements must not compromise the
3. The Group of 77 and China urged the Secretariat g P P

make everv effort to improve the utilization rate of conferen rganization’s commitment to serve the Member States in
ake every efiort to Improve the utiiizatio € ot conlerence, equitable manner, with the emphasis on traditional hard-
facilities at Nairobi even further, in accordance with th

. . ¢opy documents, nor should they be used as a means of
appeal to Member States, intergovernmental and regmngi

: ; ) . . Ifting the cost of document production to Member States.
bodies and other major groupings contained in paragraph e Secretary-General should issue public information
.Of the rfaport O.f the Committee on Confergppes to Co.ns'o!%raterial in all six official languages on the United Nations
increasing their use of the conference facilities at NalrobIWeb site, as requested in paragraphs 2 and 3 of resolution
4.  Itwas to be hoped that the new structure of conferens@/214 C; information from the Secretariat on the

services would facilitate more effective coordination amonignplementation of those provisions would be welcome.
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7. In conclusion, he expressed appreciation to the conference servicing and was grateful to the Committee on
Department of General Assembly Affairs and Conference Conferences and the Department of General Assembly Affairs
Services for its support during the 22nd annual Ministerial and Conference Services for their efforts in that connection.
Meeting of the Group of 77 and China, held in New Yorkon It was in general agreement with the conclusions and
25 September. recommendations of the Committee on Conferences as set out

8. Ms. Cardoze(Panama), speaking on behalf of the Rid" ts report (A/53/32).

Group, said it was a matter of satisfaction that 81 per centof 12. In particular, it supported the recommendations
requests for conference services for meetings of regional and concerning the draft revised calendar of conferences and the
other major groupings had been met; efforts should be points made in that connection in paragraphs 11 and 12, as
intensified to meet a higher proportion of such requests. The well as the conclusions and recommendations contained in
Rio Group was fully aware that it was the responsibility of paragraphs 20 to 24 concerning improved utilization of
States and regional groups to make effective use of the conference-servicing resources. There was, however, a need
services provided. for a rational and pragmatic approach to the assessment of

9 The late issuance of documents remained a. sourceSEﬂ‘tiStiCS’ which must not take precedence over considerations

profound concern, especially as the number of meetings h%quuality an_d pr_oduct_ivity. For example, the statist_ics on
been declining since 1994 and in the light of the informatiolﬁnused meeting time did not always reflect_the effectlyene,ss
from the Secretariat that its annual document handli the work of the body concerned. The Fifth Committee’s

capacity was sufficient. Flexibility was, of course, needelfactice Qfswitchir_lg between formal m_eetings and in_formal
when documents were requested at short notice, but otherV\fi\QQSUlta‘t'onS provided a good exam_ple in that connection. On
the six-week rule must be strictly observed. The Group Wg%e other hand, the late start of meetings usually meant a waste
also worried about the excessive volume of self-revision,ozitlme and resources. The Chairman of the Fifth Committee

practice that was often responsible for mistakes in translatigﬁserved commendation for his efforts in that connection.

which sometimes involved additional costs when a document 13. His delegation endorsed the comments of the Committee
had to be reissued. It therefore fully supported the on Conferences and ACABQ on the development of a cost-
recommendation in paragraph 115 of the report of the accounting system for conference services, but it drew
Committee on Conferences (A/53/32), that the budget attention to paragraph 10 of the report of ACABQ
proposals for conference services for the next biennium (A/53/507), which stated that the report of the Secretary-
should be prepared on the basis of actual anticipated General 28/B3did not provide sufficient information to
requirements, taking into account both anticipated allow endorsement of the full-fledged development of such
productivity gains and the need for improvements in the a system. It fully supported the recommendation that the
delivery of services. A cost-accounting system was Secretary-General’s proposals should be refined, taking into
particularly suitable for conference services, for it would account any additional policy guidance from the General
facilitate decisions on the total and indicative costs of the Assembly. It agreed with the Committee’s recommendations
services. It was regrettable that progress had not been made regarding the problem of the late issuance of documents,
with the introduction of such a system and that the Secretary- which remained a subject of deepest concern. There had, in
General’s report on the subject (A/53/257) did not contain  fact, beeagions on which the Fifth Committee had had
sufficient information. to alter its programme of work because documents were not

10. The Rio Group was grateful for the demonstration &vailable. The resolution on the item must contain concrete

video conferencing by members of conference services'fiFasures to solve what had become a chronic problem.

Geneva, Nairobi and Vienna. The experiment hd%lthough compliance with the six-week rule was often not

demonstrated the Organization’s efforts to introduce neWSS'ble' it was equally true that non-compliance was not

technology andfsould be repeated ih999. The Secretariat always d:gotofort])jectlve refaioncs:. The_ recomnéen(fjatmn n
should continue exploring the viability of new technolog)Paragrlap q do the reporrtlo Itd('e lorgmlttfee on ~-on elre_n<_:es
especially with respect to remote translation an at delayed documents should include a footnote explaining

interpretation. The technology must, of course, be fully testdid® reason for the delay deserved consideration.

in order to ensure that the quality of the services was not 14. His delegation intended to continue to monitor the
impaired. Organization’s translation and interpretation problems
11. Mr. Lozinsky (Russian Federation) said that hi§Iosely. The Secretariat must continue its efforts to solve the

delegation attached great importance to the standardst'@fsiation problems, giving due attention to the quality of the
translation work and using all possible means of producing
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translations, including recourse to contractual translation. It  delegation supported the recommendation for a special report
drew attention to the recommendation in paragraph 117 of the on the problems encountered in that area.

r(-rz]polr; gf tthek Corptr;]ntte(ta on Ctonferer;ces th;t due ACCOUY |t noted with satisfaction the increase in the provision
should be taken ot the returm in terms ot possible savings a&fjinterpretation services to meetings of regional and other

efficiency gains in planning new technology. While the effortpm,ﬂjor groupings of Member States and hoped that the trend
to introduce new technology should be supported, the Process \id continue

must not become an end in itself: it must be monitored in

terms of its effectiveness and real returns. The Secretardg Mr. Sulaiman (Syrian Arab Republic) said that the
should, in particular, continue its work on the optical diskesponsibility for ensuring conference services was shared
system in the light of the recommendations of the Advisod@intly by the Secretariat, the Committee on Conferences and
Committee and the Committee on Conferences. the Member States.

15. Ms. Buergo Rodriguez(Cuba) said that her delegation21. Paragraph 22 of the report of the Committee on
associated itself fully with the statement made by theonferences (A/53/32) referred to a request that had been
representative of Indonesia on behalf of the Group of 77 aftde to the Secretariat to carry out a study on the possible

China but wished to make some additional comments é@lationship between the late issuance of documentation and
points of particu|ar interest to her de'egation. the low utilization of conference services by some

16. It ted th usi d dati ir%ernational bodies. It was to be feared that the outcome of
: supported the conclusions and recommendationspf.p, 5 study might be a reduction in conference services in

the Committee on Cppferences on the improved Ut'l,'zat'QFe United Nations and a consequential lowering of standards.
of conference-servicing resources and was particularly

pleased that the overall utilization rate had exceeded the 89  His delegation had taken note of the report of the
per cent benchmark in 1997 (A/53/32, para. 20). It noted thagecretary-General on interpretation and translation issues
in most cases the late start and early adjournment of meetif§423/221) and was concerned at the htwon of 30
was not due to irresponsibility or inefficiency. It alsoifanslator and interpreter posts referred to in paragraph 13
supported the conclusions and recommendations gfisection Il of General Assembly resolution 52/220 on the
paragraphs 50 and 51 of the report of the Committee ®oposed programme budget for the biennil®98-1999.

Conferences concerning improved utilization of conferend@ that connection, it was clear from paragraph 108 of the
facilities at Nairobi. report of the Committee on Conferences that thelidiba of

the posts had had an impact on translation and interpretation

17. Her delegation was deeply concerned about tlgg vices; that was further confirmed by the fact that the

persistent problem Qf the Ia.te issuance of documents a§gZ:retariat had been obliged to use temporary assistance. His
stressed the need for information about the reasons for del

) . : élegation endorsed the view expressed in paragraph 110 of
as requested in resolution 52/214 B. It was particular

) : e same report that the vacant posts should be filled
regrettable that the six-week rule was still not fully observed;

he timel 0t of d Id fhim Itati mediately. The reliance on temporary assistance as a result
F etime yrece"?t of documents wou te consultations e aholition of the 30 posts, and the increased use of such
in the committees and prevent unnecessary dela

. . , ¥§mporary staff, increased the financial burden of the
Conference services must be provided with all the resourcss

) anization and might adversely affect quality.
necessary to resolve the problem, and her delegation Wouldg g y q 4

monitor the situation C|ose|y during the informalzs. It was claimed in the report that the reduction in
consultations. conference services reflected savings made as a result of the

18 The abolit . lat dint ¢ tsh Orjse of modern technology. In that connection, his delegation
©. Iheabolition oftransiator and interpreter posts ha a%ain asked the Secretariat to explain how the use of such
direct impact on the quality of the services provided t

fechnology had an impact on translation.
Member States. The breakdown by language of the abolishgg noledy had an impact on transiation

postS, mentioned in paragraph 110 of the report, should Eé The I’epOI’t did not COI’I’eCtly reflect the relative burden
made available to the General Assembly. Her delegati®hWork in the translation services which was higher in the
supported the conclusions and recommendations Aabic, Chinese and Russian services than in the other three
paragraphs 112 to 118, in particular paragraph 1Bsrvices; the former were therefore in greater need of
concerning the preparation of the budget proposals faflditional translators. His delegation would like the
conference services on the basis of actual anticipat®gcretariatto commenton that matter.

requirements. The question of career prospects in thg.  On the subject of self-revision mentioned in the report
language services was also a source of concern, and fekhe Secretary-General on interpretation and translation
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issues (A/53/221), his delegation would like the Secretariat One sookiation was remote translation and interpretation

to provide details of the corrective measures that could be  which would be likely to lead to the abolition of posts, a trend

taken to ensure the maintenance of high quality in translation that would inevitably have a negative impact on the

referred to in paragraph 10. His delegation considered that multilingual nature of the Organization. Such reductions
self-revision should not be a regular substitute for revision would, moreover, be at variance with the emphasis placed by
by experienced linguists since, as mentioned in paragraph 11 the Secretary-General on the importaltitie@datism

of the report, “self-revision” was a euphemism for “no inthe Organization in his report on that matter (A/52/577).

revision-. 30. Inconclusion, his delegation was pleased to note from

26. Referring to paragraph 14 of the same report, which paragraph 8 of the report of the Committee on Conferences
stated that in the summer of 1998 some 20 members of the that the two holidays of Id al-Fitr and Id al-Adha would be
translation services in New York had attended courses in  observed in future as official holidays at Headquarters and
France, Jordan, the Russian Federation and Spain, he asked hoped that it would no loegesbarg for delegations to

the Secretariat to provide details in writing on the number of raise that matter.

translators from each translation service who had attend@? Mr. Pan Qingjiang (China) said that his delegation

such courses, and the criteria “Sefj for Fhew selection. 'F{Sted that the consolidation of the secretariats of most of the

welcomed Fhe effgrts by the Secr.etanat to improve acade%‘éneral Assembly and Economic and Social Council bodies

standards in the interest of all six languages. His delegatlﬂ d helped to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the

also expressed its appreciation to the Arabic translation and k of the Department of General Assembly Affairs and

mtergre;an?n SE,N'CQS for tfhi'r eff;ortsl Ito improve fth%onference Services. It also noted with satisfaction that the

sotan ard of Arabic as one of the official languages of thG;i;ation of conference-servicing resourceslig97 had
rganization. been higher than that in 1996. The example set by the Fifth

27. With respect to the provision of services for regional Committee of starting its meetings on time should be followed

groups, he regretted that 19 per cent of requests for by other bodies. The early adjournment of meetings was a

interpretation services had been turned down. Several waste of resources; all bodies should endeavour to plan their

meetings of the Group of 77 and China on Fifth Committee work more accurately when requesting meetings and

matters had taken place without interpretation, even though organizing their programmes.

?Ot mﬂ.‘y (rjne;etm?s were _bzmg Pheldsat Hetad.ql:?':tetrs at @f Although the Secretariat had made efforts to improve
Ime. FIS delegation reminde € secrefariat tha S““h?e qguality of documents, his delegation continued to find
situation hindered Member States in their negotiations a?r‘ijany mistakes in the Chinese documents, including Chinese

suggested that it could do more to provide the assistangaracters appearing upside down. The Secretariat needed

required. to establish a strict management system, with emphasis on
28. On the subject of the cost-accounting system, his accountability and merit.

delegation regretted that conference services had been mo%‘ge The late issuance of documents by the Secretariat was
I

ascapegoat for the application of that system, which wou too common. His delegation agreed with the Committee
further limit the utilization O_f (_:onference services. .It woul n Conferences that the Secretariat should be asked to submit
be premature to t.ake a de(_:|s-|on on thg matter, which Sho%dit, at its substantive session in 1999, a report containing
be held over until the preliminary estimates were Prepargiailed data on the reasons for delays in the issuance of
bythe Secretariat as mentioned in paragraph 42 of the repggt, entation (A/53/32, para. 79). His delegation believed
of the Committee on Conferences. His delegation shared the,; 4 report should also be distributed to all Member
opinion of the Advisory Committee in paragraph 10 of itg; .o

report (A/53/507) that the purpose and scope of the cost-

accounting system needed to be more clearly defined.3#- The quality of interpretation and translation in all
concurred with ACABQ in cautioning against an expensivefficial languages must be improved. His delegation
cost-accounting system and agreed that the Secretary-Gentpgerstood that the Secretariat had made trefoas efforts

should address the weaknesses identified by ACABQ in # that regard, but in many instances inadequate translation
report. or interpretation had hampered the work of delegations or

even disrupted meetings. His delegation was concerned about

29. Another subject of concern to his delegation was trfﬁe impact of the reduction of language staff on conference

increasing use of modern technology, which was Ofteébrvices; the existing number of Chinese interpreters could

detrimental to the quality of translation and interpretatiorbnly meet basic meeting requirements. When the General
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Assembly had been in session, or during peak periods, the 39. While his delegation supported maximization of benefit
Secretariat had had to resort to temporary assistance and a  from services, it wished to stress that the value of conference
very small number of freelance interpreters had not performed  services must not be underestimated. It fully endorsed the idea
satisfactorily. His delegation believed that, in recruiting that the budget for conference services should be prepared
freelance interpreters and translators, it was necessary to on a full-cost basis, with possible efficiency gains identified.
exercise strict quality control. It was also necessary to expand The General Assembly could then decide where such gains
the freelance roster. might be obtained.

35. With regard to the cost-accounting system for 4604r. EImontaser (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that
conference services, his delegation believed that the question the discipline that had been observed in starting meetings of
should be approached with caution, and agreed with the the Committee promptly would contribute to the more
assessment of the Advisory Committee in paragraph 10 ofits  efficient use of conference services. He appreciated the fact
report (A/53/507) that the purpose and scope of the system that conference services had met over 81 per cent of the
needed to be more clearly defined, a clearer presentation of requests for meetings of the regional and other major
related costs was required, and a cost-benefit analysis must groupings, and hoped that in future all such meetings would
be carried out in order to prevent the development of an be covered.

elaborate system the costs of which might end up outweighigg - T continued delay in the issuance of documents was

the benefits. a matter of regret and caused particular problems for small

36. Mr.Kabir (Bangladesh) said that his delegation noted delegations. He drew attention in that connection to the need
with satisfaction the improved utilization of conference to respect the provisions of paragraph 20 of General
services in New York, Geneva and Vienna during 1997, as Assembly resolution 52/214 B by adhering to the six-week
well as the improvement in providing conference services for  rule for the distribution of documents.

meetings Of. regional and Oth?r major groupings; howeY%{z. The late issuance of summary records was at variance
there was still room for further improvement. His delegat'oﬂ/ith paragraphs 12 and 13 of General Assembly resolution

concurred with the recommendation of the Committee /214 B and considerably reduced the usefulness of those

Conferences that the requirements of the regional and Otr&%rcuments Moreover, the tendency to summarize too
major groupings should be taken irdocount when the work concisely meant that ,the substance of statements was

programme for future conferences was being preparggmetimes not adequately expressed. In that connection, he

(A/53/32, para. 32). asked that the actual words used by speakers should appear
37. He shared the concern expressed by many other inthe summaryrecords.

deleganons about_ the poor quality of some documents and H? His delegation had noted that interpretation into Arabic
persistent delays in the issuance of documents. He would | s of very poor quality; the interpreter sometimes stopped
to know to what extent requests from Member States for nEI’H‘ferpreting for a short time and omitted several lines or even

documents had increased. It would be helpful if thﬁ/hole paragraphs of the statements of speakers.
Secretariat could provide members with a list of requests

received and documentsqaiuced during the past five years#4.  Printing errors were also a problem. For example, on
together with an explanation of the reasons for the delays 1§ October 1998, when the item on the pattern of conferences
the Department of General Assembly Affairs and Conferen¥@s due to be discussed in the Committee, the Arabic version

Services suffered from inadequate resources, that shoulddgeJournal(No. 1998/200) had indicated that the item to
spelt out clearly before the Assembly. be discussed would be programme planning. His delegation

38 His del . | dab he decli had therefore made preparations for the discussion of that
h ' I'S efegatltl)n.was adsp concerned a _ﬁ:ﬂ :]s €ClN€n and was surprised when another item was discussed.
the quality of translation and interpretation. The ORUCtion - o0 \yere other mistakes in theurnalfor 20 October (No.

of new te.chnology a.”d anew ma_nagement style should " 98/201) in the listing of meetings of the Group of 77. In
compromise the quality of the services offered. He concurrg dition, the Arabic text of draft resolution A/C.5/53/L.9,

with the concern expressed.py the Committee on Confergn(;g ting to the support account for peacekeeping operations,
that costs saved by the abolition of posts would be outweighedl: .1 "1 .24 been submitted to the Committee at its 10th

by the cost of excessive reliance on temporary staff at pe eting, indicated that the draft resolution would be

periods, which might be detrimental to quality (A/53/32, PA&bmitted under iteri42, whereas the correct item wad3.
111). '
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45. A still more important point was that the use of waivers of the 16-page rule and to maintain high standards
expressions alien to Arabic made it difficult for the reader to  of quality in the process of seeking efficient use of resources.
understanq the intended meaning. That applied particula_g>i4_ Mr. Abelian (Armenia) resumed the Chair.

to expressions borrowed from other languages. Translation

meant the transfer of meaning from one language to anoth@®, Mr. Namburete (Mozambique) commended the

and not the transfer of individual words. His delegation urgddepartment of General Assembly Affairs and Conference

the Secretariat to restore the function of reviser and to asspgvices for its efforts in redesigning its working methods in

the developing States to overcome their difficulties iRrder to make use of the potential offered by state-of-the-art

acquiring new technology and to gain access to the optidgchnologies. He welcomed efforts to service an

46, | lusion. h dth ity of ina th stationed in Vienna, as well as the Department’s efforts to
- Inconclusion, he urged the necessity of treating the §j, o gimjlar arrangements between United Nations offices

official languages of the United Nations equally when issuing\ janna and Nairobi. The need to deploy staff interpreters
documents, resolutions and information papers. from other duty stations would be minimized, thus allowing
47. Mr. Park Hae-Yun (Republic of Korea) said that the for more meetings to convene at the United Nations office in
establishment of the Department of General Assembly Affairs  Africa.

and Conference Services had contributed to enhanci

C : . ancibd  He noted with satisfaction that the overall utilization
coordination of conference services, thereby increasing &tor of conference-related services for 199@sded the
cost-effectiveness and quality of the services.

benchmark of 80 per cent, and was even higher in Geneva and

48. His delegation endorsed the draft revised calendar of Vienna. He noted with concern, however, that the same level
conferences and meetings for 1999 recommended by the ilifatibn had not been achieved in Nairobi, despite
Committee on Conferences in its report (A/53/32), and agreed  significant improvements in comparison to the period
with the Committee that every efforheuld be made to avoid betweel®96 and 1997. He therefore encouraged the
simultaneous peak periods at the various duty stations. Secretariat to spare no effort to improve the utilization rate

49. He noted with appreciation that the overall utilizatioRt that duty station.

factor for 1997 had exceeded the benchmark of 80 per cent; 55. His delegation also noted with concern that a number
appropriate action should be taken to improve thikzation of bodies hadtilized their resources at levels lower than the

of conference resources by those bodies which had fallen benchmark level. In that regard, the Chairman of the
below the applicable benchmark. The Chairman of the Committee on Conferences should engage in a consultative
Committee on Conferences should continue to consult with  dialogue with the chairmen of those bodies, with a view to
the chairmen of bodies that had consistently failed to meet the finding ways and means to maximize the utilization of
applicable benchmark figure. conference-servicing resources allocated to them.

50. His delegation attached great importance to the 56. Another area of concern to his delegation was that of
development of a more accurate and efficient axstounting non-compliance with the six-week rule for the issuance of
system for conference services. The report of the Secretary- documents and the poor quality of some documents. Given
General (A/53/257) provided useful information on the the international character of the United Nations, equal
matter. His delegation shared the view of the Committee on treatment should be given to all official languages in terms
Conferences that the experience of all duty stations should be  oftimely issuance and high quality of conference documents.
taken into consideration when improvements were made in  The suspension of some publications in all languages and the
existing information systems (A/53/32, para. 41), and hoped current levels of self-revision were also matters of serious
that the Secretariat would provide further information, in  concern.

particular preliminary estimates of the expenditures requirgd, | .o delegation took note of the arguments presented by

to establish a permanent system and a time-frame for eéfﬁ@ Secretariat with regard to the abolition of 30 interpreter

phase of the project. and translator posts, and would like to underscore the need

51. His delegation welcomed the decision of the Secretary- to preserve and improve the quality of conference services.
General to limit the length of documents originating in the It was not clear how the abolition of posts could result in
Secretariat to 16 pages, and hoped that all intergovernmental increased productivity and higher levels of efficiency.
bodies would reduce the length of their reports from 32 to

. He shared the view that the efficient functioning of
pages. Every effort should be made to prevent freque&;nfe

rence services required an adequate cost-accounting
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system, and understood the complexity of such an ermlga conference services(A/2¥7) discussed costecounting

An activity-based cost-accounting system seemed to be an systems based on whether an organization was a profit-
appropriate approach to the reality of conference services in  making or a not-for-profit enterprise. Referring to the
the Organization. However, further information was needed statementin that report that it was difficult to measure outputs
for the full implementation of such a system. His delegation in not-for-profit organizations because many of the costs were
encouraged the Secretariat to provide preliminary estimates fixed, he said that his delegation questioned the difficulties
of the expenditures involved igach stage of development of in measuring such outputs, especially where the essential
the system, as well as a time-frame for the completion of each itegiwere document duction and meeting servicing.

phase. 63. Acost-accounting system allowed for management to

59. Mr.Ogutu (Kenya) said that, in line with the ongoing focus on outcomes and results rather than on inputs. It was
reform measures instituted by the Secretary-General with a  atool to help management to make decisions on the allocation
view to ensuring efficient use of resources, it was imperative  ofresources. Such systems were found throughout all types
for the Organization to ensure optimal and rational use ofthe  of organizations, including not-for-profit and governmental
existing facilities within the system. As host of the only organizations. Within governmental organizations, the first
United Nations centre in the developing world, his delegation areas that adopted cost-accounting systems were those that
was concerned that the facilities at the Nairobi offices hadiievsuch as documentgduction. Managers found
continued to be underutilized. In that regard, it was grateful the information invaluable in making decisions on the
to the Secretary-General for the various measures he had production quality used for documents. His delegation would
taken to improve the situation in line with General Assembly be interested in knowing how the Secretariat made those types
resolution 52/214 A. His delegation supported the appeal by of decisions in the absence of a cost-accounting system.
the Committee on Conferences, which urged Member Statgﬁ,_ His delegation supported the observations of the

mterg'overnmenta'll qules ar_1d reg!onal and othe'r. majﬂrdvisory Committee made in its report on interpretation and

groupings fo consider increasing thew use of the faC|I|t|e§ fihinslation issues (A/53/507) to the effect that an elaborate
Nairobi (A/53/32, para. 51). In particular, meetings relating, y oy sensive cost-accounting system was not required to
to enV|ronmgrt1)t|aI agld Eu:gap slgtt[err;gnt T]att@mmh o the _meet management needs, and it looked forward to the next
ex_ter)t possible, be held In Nairobl, where the reSpeCtIngort of the Secretary-General on the experience with the
principal bodies of the United Nations were located. prototype system

60. His delegation had taken note of the efforts made by t
Secretary-General to enhance global coordination through & recommendation of the Committee on Conferences

introduction of new communication technologies. It concurre ncerning the adoption of the calendar of conferences and
\t'\r/:th the VIE\;VS exprtess:.efl bythtethoup 017:) and Cpmijthﬁ%etings for 1999, which was accordance with the actual
the use ol remote Interpretation must be confine {2quirements of the United Nations thanks to continuing
international conferences on an experimental basis and sho aperation between the Committee on Conferences and the
notin any way lead to budget reductions affecting conferen cretariat, and it welcomed the fact that the utilization of

services at United Nations offices. Efforts by the Secretari@&nference services had exceeded the benchmark of 80 per
to fill vacancies in the language services at all duty statioggnt

should be sustained.

Mr. Darwish (Egypt) said that his delegation supported

lusi h id his del ion hoped h66. With reference to paragraph 2 of the report of the
61. In conclusion, he said his delegation hoped t %tecretary-GeneraI on interpretation and translation issues

measures would be put in place to ensure that the utilizati &53/221), he was concerned that the majority of the posts
of facilities in Nairobi reached the benchmark level which h holished were in documents processing and he hoped that

already been gttaine.d by the other Ur_1ited Natioqs cgntresﬂl]gt would not adversely affect performance or efficiency. He
that connection, his delegation wished to highlight the

dbyth X il of th ) ated the late issuance of documents in certain languages,
CONCETNS EXpresse y the Governing Counq of the Unit rticularly Arabic, and reaffirmed the importance of issuing
Nations Environment Programme regarding the lar

. . . ) . cuments in all languages simultaneously or within a short
discrepancy in funding from the United Nations regu'%eriod of time

budget to the office in Nairobi as compared to the offices in
Vienna and Geneva. 67. Referring to paragraphs 4 and 5 of the same report,

concerning the abolition of 30 translator and interpreter posts
f the programme budget for the biennidra98-1999, he
QLid that his delegation was categorically opposed to any

62. Mr.Orr (Canada) said he noted that the report of t
Secretary-General on the cost-accounting system
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reductions in the area of Arabic translation and interpretation.  utilization factor at Nairobi. It was also pleased that the
It was important to make efforts to raise standards in that area  Chairman of the Committee on Conferences had contacted the
and to keep the present number of translators and interpreters. chairmen of the bodies whose utilization factor had been

68. With reference to paragraphs 11 and 12 of the sarlr%"er than 80 per (?ent in ord_er to improve their utilization
report, he said that his delegation had noted the increasé&|ffonference services, and it encouraged further efforts by

the rate of self-revision, particularly in Geneva and Vienn&€ Secretariat and the Committee in that regard.

It was important to avoid any adverse effect that mightresult 75. His delegation believed that an effective cost-
from that trend, to improve the standards of revisers and to accounting system would be a significant management tool
keep to the level of 45 per cent for self-revision as specified for the Secretariat, and encouraged it to continue its efforts
by the Advisory Committee id980. in that regard. His delegation also appreciated the

69. With reference to the cost-accounting system, h%ecretariat’_s efforts to improve the_co_ntrol and limitation of
delegation shared the view of the Advisory Committegocumentatlon,to address th_e continuing problem of_the late
expressed in paragraph 10 of its report (A/53/507), whidfSuance of documents an_d improve language services, and
emphasized the importance of clarifying the purpose a Q include the introduction of new technqlog|es. He
scope of such a system and called on the Secretary—Genglréqouraged further efforts on those important issues.

to resubmit his proposals on the matter in a clearer and 76. His delegation joined others in welcoming the
simpler report so that an early decision could be taken. Secretary-General’s decision that all documents originating

70. Onthe subject of access to the optical disk system, }iﬁ'sthe Secretariat should not exceed 16 pages, and the

delegation was pleased to note from paragraph 5 of the repi{r):y[i_tation to intergover_nme?t_al bodies to _considefr reducing
of the Secretary-General (A/52/803) tlaatess to the systemt eir reports over a period of time to a maximum of 20 pages.

had been made available to permanent and observer missi'aﬁsnmed that, while the majority of Secretariat documents

through the Internet in November996. He hoped that met the new limits, those which exceeded the limitsacted
progress in that innovative project would keep pace with tﬁgr the majority of the translation workload relating to

continuing advances in that area. He supported the statem‘%ﬁ{:reu’mat documents, and that non-Secretariat documents

in paragraph 8 of the report about allowing access to oth}gP'Ch t_axc_?_eded even the c],:u:]rent I|m|t”of 32 ;l)a_gesounTjd q
categories of users through the payment of subscriptions.Or a significant amount of the overall translation workloa

(A/53/32, para. 96). Further efforts were needed in that
71.  He stressed the importance of adhering to the six-weglgard.

rule for the submission of documents in order to give

delegations time to study them and to take informed decisiohé: His delegation would I_|ke to ask the S(_ecretarlat_about
on them. the level of conference-services support which was given to

non-governmental organizations. It would likekioow what
72. His delegation noted with satisfaction the statementihe of such support was provided, whether translation was
paragraph 8 of the report of the Committee on Conferencggyided as well as production and distribution of documents
(A/53/32) that the two holidays of Id al-Fitr and Id al-Adh&yriginated by non-governmental organizations, and the

would be observed as holidays on 18 January and 29 Margdtimated annual cost of such support. The reply could be
1999, respectively. It also noted the recommendation ¥sen during informal consultations.

paragraph 11 of the report that meetings should not be held M q | . .
in the United Nations on 9 April 1999, the date of the78 . Odaga-Jalomayo (Uganda) said that his

Orthodox Easter, and the statement that those arrangeméjr‘la{ggat'on s views on the item under consideration had been

should be taken into account when future calendars %lpquently expressed by the representative of Indonesia,
conferences and meetings were drafted speaking on behalf of the Group of 77 and China. His

) i ) . ) delegation also supported the statement made by the
73.  Inconclusion, he said that his delegation considereq#presentative of Kenya.

necessary to provide conference services to regional meetin%s Mr. Sulai ) . . )

in the United Nations since such meetings complemented ahgt M- Sulaiman (Syrian Arab Republic) said that his

facilitated the work of official meetings. delega}tlon endorsed paragraph 11 of 'the report of the
Committee on Conferences (A/53/32), which recommended

74. Mr.Wharton (United States) said his delegation waghat United Nations bodies should be invited to avoid holding

pleased to note that the overall utilization factor fopeetings on 9 April 1999, the date of the Botlox Church
conference services in 1997 hacterded the benchmark ofg aster, which was celebrated in his country. He hoped that

80 per cent, and that improvements had been made in the
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the Orthodox Easter would be taken into account in the 89. The attention of participants in the consultations had
preparation of future calendars of conferences. been drawn to paragraph 40 of the report of the Committee

80. The Chairman announced that he had received a Iettetpr Programme and Coorqination (A/53/16), where it was
from the Chairman of the Committee on Conferencdioted thatthe proposed revisions to programmes 1, 3,13, 18,
informing him that, during its resumed session in 1997, tl?eo' 24, 26 and 28 had not been submitted to the sectoral and

Fifth Committee had utilized only 77 per cent of its aIIocateE?g'onal bodies for their consideration. That unfortunate

conference resources and had lost 27 hours and 25 minufi&/ation persisted despite having been addressed in
resolution 51/219.

81. Mr. Sulaiman (Syrian Arab Republic) said that, while

he understood that the Secretariat would reply to questio%g' Not\_/vl_thstgndmg that problem, delegations hafj shown
in the informal consultations, he would like to ask it tgreat flexibility in agreeing to continue the negotiations on
provide its answers in writing the proposed revisions. He had, however, been asked to

request the Chairman of the Fifth Committee to write to the
Chairmen of the Main Committees concerned requesting them
Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara to state their pqsmons on.the proposed revisions to .the
. programmes which he had just mentioned. The letter might

(continued (A/C.5/53/L.12) . . ) :
also contain a deadline for replies. He was sure that on receipt

82. Ms. Duschner(Canada), introducing draft resolutionof the replies an early decision could be taken in the informal
A/C.5/53/L.12, which she was submitting on behalf of theonsultations.

Chairman, said that it had been approved by consensus durérlg
informal consultations. She recommended it to the Committ?oer'hi
for adoption.

Agenda item 125: Financing of the United Nations

The Chairman thanked the representative of Uganda
s statement and for his efforts to achieve consensus. He
asked whether the Committee wished to advise him to address

83. Draftresolution A/C.5/53/L.12 was adopted. a letter to the Chairmen of the other Main Committees
requesting their comments on the relevant proposed revisions
Agenda item 136: Financing of the United Nations to the medium-term plan that had not been submitted to the
Mission of Observers in Tajikistan (continued attention of sectoral and regional bodies. He asked for
(A/C.5/53/L.10) guidance as to the deadline he should request for the receipt

84. The Chairman introduced draft resolution ©f their comments.

AJC.5/53/L.10, which he was submitting following informal92. Mr. Darwish (Egypt) said that his delegation supported
consultations. the referral of those proposed revisions concerned to the other
85. Draft resolution A/C.5/53/L.10 was adopted. Main Committees and suggested that a deadline of at least two
weeks should be specified. He further suggested that
additional information might be sought, if necessary, from

Agenda item 140: Financing of the United Nations
Geneva.

Preventive Deployment Forcgcontinued
(A/C.5/53/L.11) 93. Ms. Buergo Rodriguez (Cuba) agreed that the
86. The Chairman introduced draft resolution Chairman should contact the Chairmen of the other Main
A/C.5/53/L.11, which he was submitting following informalcommitte_es requesting their comments and was in favo_ur of

the deadline of two weeks suggested by the representative of
Egypt. That would enable the Fifth Committee to take its
87. Draftresolution A/C.5/53/L.11 was adopted. decision on the agenda without undue further delay.

Agenda item 114: Programme planning(continued 94. The Chairman said that, if the deqdline was to be two
(A/53/16) weeks, as proposgd by the representatives of Egypt and Cuba,

the date for receipt of comments from the Chairmen of the
88. Mr. Odaga-Jalomayo(Uganda) said that the informal other Main Committees would be Friday, 6 November 1998.
consultations on the item concerning programme plannikfe also pointed out that there would be no need for him to
were proceeding well, with some 60 or 70 per cent of thgrite a letter concerning programme 24 since that was an item
content of the draft resolution already agreed. Howevéseing considered by the Fifth Committee. He therefore
information was still awaited from the Secretariat on some gfiggested that he should write to the Chairmen of the other
the questions raised during the discussions, in particular withain Committees requesting their comments and specifying
regard to programme performance. a deadline of two weeks.

consultations.

10
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95. Itwas so decided. Article 19 had been due to be applied to some 23 States which
had experienced economic crises as a result of wars or
Agenda item 118: Scale of assessments for the shortage of resources, pending payment of the minimum
apportionment of the expenses of the United Nations  arrears of contributions that would entitle them to vote. The
(A/C.5/53/28) statements by representatives of Arab States, on the one hand,

gnd the waivers of the application of Article 19 of the Charter

him by the President of the General Assembly regardinggranted by the Committee in more than one form to certain

request for exemption from the application of Article 19 o at(:]s, ?n ”,]e other, purt] hlsl;ddbelegatlon |nda dllemmadasHt_o
the Charter submitted by the Permanent Representative\évo t erirags requ_ests ould be sup_p_orte_ or rejected. His
Iraq to the United Nations (A/C.5/53/28). elegation did not wish to enter into political issues or matters
of controversy and therefore supported the request of Iraq, as
97. Mr.Ayoub (Iraq) said that, as a founding Member oft had previously done in the case of certain States,
the United Nations, his country had always made a point ghrticularly since what was involved was a purely technical
paying its contributions regularly and in full but that, sincgssue. His delegation hoped that the representatives of Kuwait

1993, it had been obliged by exceptional circumstancesad Saudi Arabia would regard the request in the same light.

stop making payments, and as a result it had lost the right t . . .
vote in 1995 through the application of Article 19 of thel82' Ms. Buergo Rodriguez(Cuba) said that her delegation

Charter. supported the request of Iraq for an exemption to the

application of Article 19 of the Charter. On the basis of a
98. The previous attempts by his country to pay itgecision taken by the Committee a few days previously, it was
contributions out of its frozen assets had been rejected @Agaged in a process of consultation on the application of
account of certain members of the Security Councirticle 19; on that basis, it should be consistent and not deal
Committee established by resolution 6@P00) concerning with requests on a selective and discriminatory basis. The
the situation between Irag and Kuwait. In 1995, hisistry  decisions by the Committee should be taken after
had also requested a waiver of the application of Article 18onsideration of the report of the Committee on Contributions
pending the total or partial lifting of the sanctions impose@hich was due to be submitted the following week.

on it, on the grounds that it was unable to pay for reasog 3. Mr. Repasch(United States of America) said that the

beyond its control. However, a small number of States ha i ) .

. - atements made by the representatives of Kuwait and Saudi

prevented that request from being granted, as indicated in . . ) ;

) .. _Arabia showed that Iraq’s request differed from previous

paragraph 66 of the report of the Committee on Contributions . : .

(A/50/11) requests. Accordingly, his delegation supported the
' statements made by those representatives.

99. Inconclusion, his delegation called on the Committee . . .
to take a favourable decision on its request in the interests;%%' Mr. Ayoub (Iraq) said that his delegation strongly
5

96. The Chairman drew attention to a letter addressed t

justice and equality between Member States, particula nied the statements concerning its failure to implement the

since the General Assembly had been able to overlook cert 'r?OIUtlonS of the Security Council. The subject of

procedural matters related to the granting of exemptions fro ntr!butlons had no connegtlpn with those resolutions, none
the application of Article 19 to other States. of which contained any provisions on the matter or on the loss

by his country of the right to vote.

. Mr. Monayair i . Salim . . :
100 VT Viohayal (Kuwait), supp_orte_d byMr ! 105. Mr. Sulaiman (Syrian Arab Republic) supported the
(Saudi Arabia), said that the economic circumstances whic : .
atement made by the representative of the Libyan Arab

had made it possible to exempt certain other States from the "~ .~ .
nade itp . P . : amabhiriya and requested that the matter should be considered
application of Article 19 were entirely different from the

A L : . from the technical and not from the political standpoint. As
circumstances pertaining to Irag, since the circumstances 0 o ; .
. . a matter of principle, his delegation supported the request of
the former had indeed been beyond their control. The ; C .
. . ) any State for a waiver of the application of Article 19, and,
economic onditions being faced by Iraq resulted from the
fact that it had failed to implement any of the resolutions S
the Security Council. The request of Iralgosild therefore be 106. Mr. Darwish (Egypt) said that the matter was sensitive
rejected and its case should be addressed separately. and that he endorsed the statements made by the
representatives of the Syrian Arab Republic and the Libyan

101. Mr. EImontaser (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya), supported -
by Mr. Abdelwahid (Sudan), noted from the report of theArab Jamahiriya. He suggested that the request from Iraq be

Committee on Contributions (A/53/11) that, in June 199§,onsidered at informal meetings or during consideration of

n that basis, it supported the request by Iraq.

11
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the report of the Committee on Contributions the following 1M8r. Pan Qingjiang (China), noting that the
week. representatives of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Congo
107. Mr. Ayoub (Irag) supported the statement made by th\g'Shed tthgve the a_gv'r?e 9f thelggalrma;n ofbtlhe Committee
representative of Egypt. on Contributions, said that it would be preferable to postpone

] ) ) the informal consultations until the following week.
108. The Chairman said that the Committee was due to

resume consultations on two earlier requests, from Bosnia angp- M- Atiyanto  (Indonesia) agreed with the
Herzegovina and from the Congo, and noted the suggestfGRresentatives of Egypt and China.
made by the representative of Egypt. He invited the 1Ife Chairman suggested that informal consultations
representative of Ireland, in his capacity as coordinator of the  on agenda item 118 should be held on the following Monday
informal consultations on item 118, to inform the Committee aften in the presence of the Chairman of the Cattea
concerning the progress of the informal consultations. on Contributions and that the outcome of that informal
109. Mr. Smyth (Ireland) said that no consensus haH1eeting, and of any other informal consultations that might
scheduled, would be taken up by the Committee on the

emerged during informal consultations earlier in the week ) X X .
the requests by Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Congo,c?HOW'ng Wednesday morning under agenda item 118.

which over 40 delegations had spoken. Both the delegations [th@as so decided.

concerned had indicated to him that they wished to hear the

advice of the Chairman of the Committee on Contribution®ther matters

the following week as to how their cases might be takeﬁg_ The Chairman said that he had

received a
forward.

communication from the President of the Coordinating
110. Ms. Topi¢ (Bosnia and Herzegovina) confirmed thaCommittee for International Staff Unions and Associations
her delegation wished to receive the advice of the Chairmafithe United Nations System (CCISUA) and the President
of the Committee on Contributions as to how to peed. Her of the Federation of International Civil Servants’ Associations
delegation strongly supported those representatives who REICSA) requesting access to address the Committee at the
expressed the view in the informal consultations that thgirrent session. In accordance with General Assembly
requests should be considered separately, and she thankg@lution 35/213, and in keeping with the practice of the
those who had supported the request by her country.  Committee at previous sessions of the General Assembly, he

111. Mr. Gotienne (Congo) said it was essential that eacipok it that the Committee wished to invite the representative
request should be considered separately in inform@FICSA and the representative of CCISUA to make an oral

consultations. His delegation looked forward to the presengiteément in connection with agenda items 119 and 120.
of the Chairman of the Committee on Contributions th&20. It was so decided.

‘Z’”OW”.“J V\(eekk_whos;: ?d.V'Ce wrc:uld assist the F'ﬂhlZl. The Chairman said that that afternoon the Assistant
ommittee In taking a decision on the matter. Secretary-General for Human Resources Management would

112. Mr. Yusuf Mshamba (United Republic of Tanzania) hold a special briefing for interested delegations on the report

agreed with the representative of Egypt that the requestthe Secretary-General on human resources management

should be considered in informal consultations and added thatform (A/53/414).

in the opinion of his delegation, it was important to consid

them individually and not as a package. Y22, Ms. Buergo Rodriguez(Cuba) said that her delegation

was concerned about the increasing tendency of the
113. The Chairman said that the Committee was clearly inSecretariat to arrange informal briefings on reports of the
favour of considering the three requests in informa&ecretary-General such as the one to which the Chairman had
consultations and asked whether the Committee wishedjigt referred. Her delegation considered that such reports
begin those consultations immediately. should be discussed in the context of the Catter’s general

114. Mr. Darwish (Egypt) said that his delegation was noflebate and that the practice of holding informal briefings was
in favour of holding informal consultations immediately®Pen to objection.

particularly as the two delegations which had submitted theip3. The Chairman pointed out that such informal briefings
requests over a week earlier had both indicated that th@gre intended only to give interested delegations the
wished to have the advice of the Chairman of the Committe@portunity to exchange views and did not, in any way,

on Contributions. prevent the subject matter from being fully discussed in the
Committee.

12
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124. Ms. Incera (Costa Rica) said that her delegation shared so, whether such tests included an awareness of the
the concerns expressed by the representative of Cuba and felt importance of public relations and psychological tests.
that the formal meetings of the Committee were the propes,

i In his long experience of the United Nations he had
forum for such exchanges of view.

always found the security staff to be very professional and

125. Mr. Atiyanto (Indonesia) said that he had noted the courteous. The conduct of the guard that morning was
comments made by the representatives of Cuba and Costa therefore an exception to the rule and he asked that he be
Rica, but felt that, without prejudice to the general debate in  assigned to other duties that did not bring him into contact
the Committee, such briefings could serve a useful purpose with delegates.

in the case of a complex report. They should, however, 0"12'35. Ms. Buergo Rodriguez(Cuba) said that the use of

be held when there appeared to be a real need for them. entrances to the United Nations by service vehicles caused
126. The Chairman said that the briefing had been delays to members of delegations who wished to enter the
requested by a number of delegations but that, if the premises, particularly at peak times, and that measures should
Committee so wished, it could be cancelled. be taken to address that matter.

127. Mr. Sulaiman (Syrian Arab Republic) said that, while 13®4s. Incera (Costa Rica) said that, like the

his delegation, like those of Cuba, Costa Rica and Indonesia, representative of Egypt, she had arrived early that morning
was not, in principle, strongly in favour of the practice of but had been unable to enter the premises because the
arranging briefings on the fringe of formal meetings of the entrance was blocked by a truck. On a related matter, she
Committee, it was not in favour of cancelling the briefing that  wished to know on what authority the Secretariat had put up
was scheduled for that afternoon. a notice at the 45th Street entrance saying that it was reserved

128. Ms. Buergo Rodriguez(Cuba) said that the purposefor delegates only.

of her original statement had been to draw attention to the
guestion of principle raised by informal briefings, and not to
request the cancellation of the briefing scheduled for that
afternoon.

129. Ms. Incera (Costa Rica) agreed with the representative
of Cuba. Her delegation had not intended to suggest that the
briefing should be cancelled, but rather that the question of
principle which was raised should be borne in mind for the
future.

130. The Chairman said he took it that the Committee
wished the briefing scheduled for that afternoon to takecel

131. It was so decided.

132. Mr. Darwish (Egypt) said that on arriving by car at the
United Nations building that morning, he had been prevented
for over five minutes from entering the garage by the presence
of a truck that was blocking the entrance and had to be
searched. He had an urgent meeting with his Ambassador and
had sounded his horn to indicate that he was in a hurry. One
of the guards had responded in an extremely unprofessional
manner, telling him to wait, asking for his identity card (which
he had kept) and saying that he did not care about his urgent
meeting.

133. Such behaviour was acceptable, and would certainly
not be tolerated by his delegation. He asked what were the
criteria for selecting security officers of the United Nations,
whether they underwent any tests prior to recruitment and, if

13
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137. The Chairman said that note had been taken of the
statements made on matters related to security, which would
be conveyed to the Chief of the Security and Safety Service
who would provide a response in due course.

The meeting rose at 12.55 p.m.
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