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I. Introduction II. Priority youth issues for the twenty-

1. In its resolution 52/83 of 12 December1997 on policies
and programmes involving youth, the General Assembly
requested the Secretary-General to report to it at its fifty-
fourth session on the implementation of the resolution and,
in particular, on progress made in the implementation of the
World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and
Beyond.

2. The present report is based on the statements and
papers prepared by Member States, agencies and
organizations of the United Nations system, non-
governmental youth organizations and intergovernmental
organizations for the World Conference of Ministers
Responsible for Youth (Lisbon, 8–12 August1998) and for
the World Youth Forum at its third session (Braga, Portugal,
2–7 August1998), as well as statements by Member States
to the General Assembly at its fifty-third session. In addition,1

other material was used to prepare the report, in particular,
information on youth policies and programmes as collected
by the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Division
for Social Policy and Development, Youth Unit, during
1997–1998.

3. While the present report is concerned with the
implementation of the World Programme of Action for Youth
to the Year 2000 and Beyond, it also takes into account the
youth-related concerns and relevant follow-up action of other
programmes of action adopted by nine world conferences
convened by the United Nations since 1992: Agenda 21,
adopted by the United Nations Conference on Environment
and Development (Rio de Janeiro, 1992), the Vienna
Declaration and Programme of Action, adopted by the World
Conference on Human Rights (Vienna, 1993), the Programme
of Action, adopted by the International Conference on
Population and Development (Cairo, 1994), the Copenhagen
Declaration and Programme of Action, adopted by the World
Summit for Social Development (Copenhagen, 1995), the
conclusions and recommendations adopted by the Fourth
World Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995), the
Programme of Action adopted by the United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II) (Istanbul,
1996), the Programme of Action adopted by the special
session of the General Assembly for the purpose of an overall
review and appraisal of Agenda 21 (New York, 1997) and by
the special session of the General Assembly devoted to
countering the world drug problem together (New York,
1998).

first century

A. Evolution and growth of the priority
youth issues

1. Global definition of youth

4. The General Assembly first defined youth in 1985 for
the International Youth Year. By endorsing the guidelines for
further planning and suitable follow-up in the field of youth,
the Assembly, for statistical purposes, defined those persons
between 15 and 24 years of age as youth, without prejudice
to other definitions of Member States (A/40/256, para. 19).
When the General Assembly, in its resolution 50/81 of 14
December1995, adopted the World Programme of Action for
Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond, it reiterated that the
United Nations defined youth as the age cohort15–24. Yet
it further stated that, apart from the statistical definition of the
term youth mentioned above, the meaning of the term youth
varied in different societies around the world and that
definitions of youth had changed continuously in response to
fluctuating political, economic and sociocultural
circumstances. However, since 1985, all the statistical
services of the United Nations system have used the age
cohort15–24 to collect global statistics on youth (namely, the
yearbooks on demography, education, employment and
health).

2. Global situation of youth

5. Since 1973, the United Nations has published a series
of studies on the global situation of youth. An updated edition
will appear in 1999. In addition, the United Nations published
Statistical Charts and Indicators on the Situation of Youth
(ST/ESA/STAT/SER.Y).

6. From 1990 to 1995, the world’s estimated youth
population grew by a relatively slow 0.4 per cent per year. In
1995, the world’s youth population was estimated by the
United Nations to be over 1 billion, or 525 million young men
and 500 million young women. About 60 per cent of the
world’s youth live in the developing countries of Asia alone,
while 23 per cent live in the developing regions of Africa and
Latin America and the Caribbean.

7. The annual growth rate of the youth population in the
1990s continues to be highest in northern Africa (about 3 per
cent) and is also relatively high (more than 2 per cent) in sub-
Saharan Africa, south-central Asia and western Asia. Annual
growth has slightly increased in Latin America and the
Caribbean, south-eastern Asia and Oceania. It has slightly



A/54/59

3

decreased in the developed regions and is lowest in eastern particularlyaffected, because it means that their transition to
Asia (where the youth population is decreasing by about 1 per adulthood is made more difficult.
cent per year). From 1980 to 1995, the percentage of the
world’s population represented by youth declined slightly,
from 19 to 18 per cent. This decline occurred in all regions
except Africa, where youth as a percentage of the total
population continue to increase.

8. Youth, like any other population group, have their increase and enhance the participation of citizens. This opens
particular concerns and problems, which demand specific up opportunities for participation by all people. Young people
responses. Those concerns, problems and contributions must will gain from this move towards more democracy. They have
be integrated into social and economic policy and political been contributing to the democratic process in many
decision-making. But is this happening? Is current experience countries, and they have been expressing their desire to be
satisfactory with regard to using political, social and given more opportunities to make constructive contributions.
economic policy to deal effectively with youth issues, such Nevertheless, there is still some distance to travel to make
as unemployment, poverty, illiteracy, disease, lack of leisure-government more effectively accessible to young people.
time activities, inadequate sports infrastructure, juvenile
delinquency and drug abuse and trafficking?

9. Many countries have formulated strategies, policies, those processes lead to more productive employment for
programmes and projects for young people. Despite those young people? Will there be more education and training
efforts, the situation of youth is still characterized by opportunities for young people? Will young people have more
problems that make life difficult for them. In industrialized access to quality and affordable health care? Will young
and developing countries, young people are living at a time people have a place at the decision-making levels of major
when profound economic, political, social, cultural and institutions of society? These and other questions point
environmental changes are occurring, resulting in both towards the need to reflect on the meaning of both
opportunities and constraints. globalization and regional integration for the lives of young

10. Globalization involves both opportunities and threats.
More opportunities for trade and development should increase
the wealth of all countries, which in turn is supposed to allow
increased investment in human and social development. On
the other hand, there is intensified evidence of poverty,
unemployment and social exclusion. More careful analysis
is required to learn how these impact on the lives of young
men and women.

11. The problems of youth must be seen in the context of
the current state of international cooperation. For example,
declining official development assistance undermines the
capacity of many countries to meet their development needs.
The external debt crisis has a crippling effect on low-income
countries. These countries have to use their already scarce
resources to pay back their external debt obligations rather
than to provide essential services. Structural adjustment
programmes in many countries are still inadequately attentive
to the importance of social factors. Furthermore, the trade
imbalances between developed and developing economies,
favouring the more developed economies, place development
at risk in many countries, and the current global financial
crisis compounds the difficulty of social, economic and
political development. Hundreds of millions of people are
negatively affected by these factors. Young people are

12. There are also constructive trends. Many countries are
experiencing a deepening of democracy. In all regions of the
world, there are signs that countries are introducing or
planning steps which can lead to more democracy. In addition,
many countries are actually putting in place mechanisms to

13. The regional integration processes currently under way
have implications for the well-being of young people. Will

people.

B. Nature of the priority youth issues for the
twenty-first century

1. National youth policies and programmes of an
intersectoral nature

14. A national youth policy is a major instrument used by
many Member States to address the concerns and problems
of youth. Since the International Youth Year (1985), the
United Nations has been promoting national youth policies
that are cross-sectoral and integrated. This type of national
youth policy is supposed to facilitate a comprehensive and
coordinated approach to youth issues. It should serve to
integrate youth concerns into national development strategies,
aiming to end the marginalization of youth concerns.

15. As illustrated in the table below, out of a total of 185
Member States, 153 have formulated a national youth policy
that is cross-sectoral in nature. Compared with a similar
survey conducted in1996, it shows that nine additional
countries have taken this step; thus 83 per cent of Member
States now have a national youth policy. There are now 167
countries that have established a youth coordinating
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mechanism which represents a minor increase compared with (d) Cultural participation, which relates to the arts,
the 1996 figure. Furthermore about 114 countries have music, cultural values and expression (see A/40/256).
implemented a national youth programme of action.

16. It would be interesting to see more evaluation of this for growth and learning for young persons; it also contributes
improvement. What are the outcomes of those policies? What in real ways towards the development of the societies in which
progress has been made? What are the obstacles encountered? they live. Countries benefit from ensuring that young women
What new approaches are needed to better address the and men have opportunities to offer their ideas, vision and
concerns of youth in the context of an integrated and cross- expertise towards the development of society. The General
sectoral national youth policy? It would be a service to Assembly and the recent United Nations world conferences
countries and the international community to devote the have therefore further emphasized and elaborated the value
necessary resources towards a comprehensive analysis of this of youth participation in community development efforts and
experience. in society at large.

17. The indicators used in the table below were also used 20. Building on the above, youth empowerment includes
for similar reviews by the United Nations in 1994 and 1997, the participation of young men and women not only in
and have illustrated significant progress by Member States decision-making, but also in society through access to
in both the formulation and implementation of national youth education, employment and health, as well as to resources,
policies and programmes. For example, only 29 per cent of such as land or credit. The concept of youth empowerment
Member States indicated that they had implemented a national concentrates on the growing opportunities for young people
youth programme of action in 1994, but the proportion grew and their achievements in society, but recognizes that much
to 62 per cent in 1998. Further details on each Member State of the potential of youth is yet to be realized.
can be found in the annex.

Summary of actions taken by Governments to
implement the World Programme of Action for
Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond

Category Number Percentage

Countries that have formulated a national
youth policy (cross-sectoral) 153 83

Countries that have designated a national
youth coordinating mechanism (such as a
ministry, department, council or
committee) 167 90

Countries that have implemented a national
youth programme of action (operational,
voluntary service) 114 62

Countries that have taken all three types of
action to implement the programme 95 51

2. Youth participation for development and peace

18. Since the International Youth Year was proclaimed in
1985, the General Assembly has defined youth participation
as including four components:

(a) Economic participation, which relates to work and
to development;

(b) Political participation, which relates to decision-
making processes and distribution of power;

(c) Social participation, which relates to community
involvement and the peer group;

19. Youth participation does not only provide opportunities

2

21. As a new millennium approaches, it is widely
acknowledged that democratic, tolerant and just societies are
only sustained by citizens who can make educated use of
opportunities for participation. Young women and men should
therefore be involved from childhood in decisions relating to
their own lives, and step by step in democratic decisions for
their school, their community, in local/national social and
cultural organizations as well as at the national, regional and
international levels. The active participation of young people
in the design, implementation and evaluation of, for example,
youth-friendly health services, drug prevention programmes
and/or the national youth policy has been proven to add
relevance and accessibility for the target group. Such youth
participation at the micro-level can be promoted by national
youth policy, and further research is needed on appropriate
modalities for youth participation at all levels. Special
attention should be given to the participation of girls and
young women in all such activities for youth empowerment.

22. While there is general agreement on the need for
enhanced youth participation, in many parts of the world
seniority is valued, and younger persons are often excluded
from discussions and decision-making that influence their
lives. In traditional societies, the older generation transmitted
values and knowledge to the young. With increasing
globalization, new communication technologies and the
influence of media, the dichotomy between old and new,
between the traditional and the modern, is pronounced in the
relations between generations. Societies need to develop
mechanisms for bridging this gap, and the participation of



A/54/59

5

both young and old people in this endeavour is of crucial programmes which promote the full participation of all young
importance. women and men, including the more vulnerable groups, can

23. In this context, non-governmental youth organizations,
youth centres and community youth groups play important
roles as vehicles for adolescents and young adults to voice
their concerns, often through concrete “learning-by-doing”
activities, in non-formal education and leadership training
programmes. Millions of young men and women around the 28. There is increasing concern that the young generation
world are organized in such youth movements. It has been shows apathy and a lack of faith in the traditional structures
shown that, with appropriate structures in place, young for participation. At the same time, young people have time
women and men are capable of electing their own and again been at the forefront of movements for democracy
representatives, taking decisions and providing leadership in and social justice. This is a reflection of the challenge that
areas of concern to them and to the communities in which they young people face: to seek to be integrated into the existing
live. In the context of scarce resources for public programmes order or to mobilize for change and development. Rather than
for young people, possible partnerships between the non- voicing their concerns through established channels, many
governmental and public sectors should be further explored. young people choose to “exit”, and protest the status quo by

24. In some countries, almost all young people are members
of non-governmental youth organizations, while in other
countries only a small proportion of the youth population is
involved in such bodies. Somenon-governmental youth
organizations are also coordinated in regional or international
networks and can therefore serve as the voice of young people
at the international level, including at United Nations 29. The level of youth participation in a society is reflected
meetings. in its legislation. Youth-related legislation should be based

25. Young people are disproportionately affected by war
and violent conflicts, both as victims when homes and
communities are broken and as actual participants in the
fighting. Therefore, youth organizations have a special role
to play in the promotion of peace and in conflict resolution.
Many examples exist of efforts undertaken by civil society
organizations in preventative and post-conflict peace-
building. There is also a general agreement that multicultural
understanding, tolerance andknowledge of human rights
should be fostered in formal as well as non-formal educational
institutions. The possible contributions bynon-governmental
youth organizations in conflict situations deserve to be further
studied, as does the role of the United Nations system in that
regard.

26. Poverty is one of the main obstacles to the
empowerment and participation of young people. All over the
world, young people are adversely influenced by poverty and
unemployment, and the juvenilization of poverty is well-
documented. Experience shows that poor people themselves
can be key agents for poverty eradication and sustainable
livelihoods, and that they need to participate in the design and
implementation of programmes intended to combat poverty.
This is also valid for adolescents and young adults.

27. Processes of marginalization and social exclusion often
begin at an early age. Effective youth policies and

prevent young persons from getting trapped in circles of
exclusion. Young women and men who live and/or work in
the streets, young people in conflict situations and young
people who are affected by drugs or crime are among the
many groups who need special attention.

remaining on the outside. Each generation indeed may need
to “reinvent the wheel”; democracy needs to be claimed and
owned. Societies that are sensitive to the voice of the young
generation, through whatever channel it may be transmitted
by citizens, have the opportunity to gain new ideas for how
to organize an open and participatory society.

on a comprehensive perspective on how young people are
best protected and how their contributions to society can best
be ensured. An evaluation and analysis of age-related
legislation (on issues such as age of majority/right to vote, age
limits for being tried as an adult when faced with criminal
charges, minimum age for military service, age for the right
to marry without parental consent) should be an important
part of every national youth policy.

3. Youth and core social development issues

30. The World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year
2000 and Beyond addressed 10 core social issues that impact
on the lives of all young persons: education; employment;
hunger and poverty; health; environment; drug abuse; juvenile
delinquency; leisure-time activities; girls and young
women; and the full and effective participation of youth in the
life of society and in decision-making.

31. Each of the 10 issues deserves specific attention in the
context of a national youth policy, which must be directly
linked with national development policies and strategies.
They are also interrelated and intrinsically linked. For
example, juvenile delinquency and drug abuse are often direct
consequences of insufficient opportunities for education,
employment and participation, and also reflect the general
situation that countries face. Consequently, investing in youth
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development has proven to carry long-term socio-economic such as urban youth, rural youth, students, young workers and
benefits. Likewise, providing opportunities for young people disabled youth. The right to development is an essential
contributes to social stability and cohesion, and is based on component of the youth development process and is directly
the linkages of education, employment and health in the related to the other rights mentioned above. The current
overall development of youth. challenge is the effective implementation and monitoring of

32. In the context of international efforts for social
development, most notably the follow-up to the World
Summit for Social Development and in the preparations for 35. An additional factor to consider in the planning of youth
its five-year review, the situation and participation of young policies and programmes is the demographic shift towards
women and men deserves special attention. Action towards older populations and longer life expectancy. In education and
poverty eradication, the promotion of full employment and the training as well as in the provision of health services to young
strengthening of social solidarity is directly linked to the people, this new dimension of the youth life period needs to
situation of young people. Adolescents and young adults are be taken into consideration, especially in the context of the
an important target group for all social development efforts, International Year of Older Persons.
since they are often disproportionately affected by poverty,
unemployment and social exclusion and since the impact of
such conditions during young age will most likely influence
the entire lifespan. At the same time, young people can also
be a major resource in the social mobilization needed to
combat these very problems.3

33. When promoting “social services for all”, adolescents
and young adults need specific measures in the context of and
coordinated with the overall national social policy. It is not
enough to promote a comprehensive package of “social
services for all”. Young people have specific needs and are
sometimes reluctant to utilize the available services. Peer
counsellors providing confidential advice have served as
excellent mediators between health professionals and their
teenage target group. The now well-established concept of
“youth-friendly health services” should be further extended
and elaborated in other areas of social services. How can self-
employment programmes or community development
schemes become more youth-friendly, accessible and relevant
to the needs of all young people? All efforts for social
development and services relating to young people also need
to be gender-sensitive.

34. The social development of young people can be seen
from a rights perspective. While the Convention on the Rights
of the Child provides protection only for the younger part (up
to age 18) of the youth population of concern in the present
report, the human rights framework at large (ranging from the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Declaration
on the Right to Development to, for example, a large number
of International Labour Organization conventions dealing
with labour standards related to young persons) contains
ample evidence of the concern expressed by the international
community for the rights of young people. The rights of young
women and men to education, employment and health have
been declared in a variety of international instruments and
programmes of action, as well as for specific groups of youth,

these commitments in the context of broader efforts for social
and economic development.4

III. Implementation of the World
Programme of Action for Youth
to the Year 2000 and Beyond

A. National level

36. The following information is drawn from sources
indicated in paragraph 2 and treats three different indicators
of such action: youth policy, youth coordination and youth
action.

National youth policy

Africa

37. In Tunisia, youth are at the centre of the country’s
development plans. Policies are centred on promoting
dialogue with young people and incorporating them into
public life. As part of the Government’s effort to encourage
youth participation, national consultations have included
100,000 young people. Other political measures have also
been taken; for example, a network of some 6,000 non-
governmental organizations has been organized. The Ministry
of Children and Youth, which coordinates the national youth
policy of Tunisia in cooperation with other youth-serving
ministries and youth organizations, recently launched a
national tribune for dialogue with youth to provide young
people in all sections of the country with an opportunity to
express their views to government leaders at local, provincial
and national levels.

38. The Government of South Africa set up the National
Youth Commission in 1996 to formulate and coordinate a
national youth policy and various programmes to implement
it. The Commission, which was inaugurated on 16 June1996
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by President Nelson Mandela, was established through the the National Council of Youth Organizations in Japan are
National Youth Commission Act (1996) as part of the major organizations. The Government also has promoted
Government’s plan to develop a comprehensive strategy to international exchange programmes to enhance understanding
address the problems and challenges facing youth. Section 3 among youth from different countries. In the Ship for World
(a) of the 1996 National Youth Commission Act stipulates Youth Programme, many young people from different
that the Commission shall coordinate and develop an countries participate in a variety of activities for two months,
integrated national youth policy for the country. The 150 both on board and in the countries the ship visits. A
national youth organizations that attended the National Youth representative of the Youth Unit participates in this
Summit in June 1997 reinforced this mandate with specific programmeeach year for United Nations youth week.
recommendations to ensure the consultative integrity of the
process. To further enhance and coordinate the
implementation of the Act, an inter-departmental government
structure was formed to ensure uniformity of approach in the
efforts of various governmental departments to address and
service youth issues.

Asia and the Pacific

39. The national youth policy of China is based on both programmes, meeting the needs of young people with respect
governmental mandates and partnership with youth to health, social well-being, justice, human rights,
organizations. Society as a whole is expected to engage in employment and income security. These complement a wide
youth education work, promote the development of youth in range of programmes and policies that are the responsibility
morals, education and health, encourage and guide youth to of provincial and territorial governments, including education,
participate in political activities, assist youth employment, health and social programmes. The Government’s youth
guarantee young people’s legal rights and interests, enrich policies have been developed with increasing emphasis on
their cultural life and make efforts to educate and rehabilitate the direct involvement of young people. Canada has some of
juvenile delinquents. The State Education Commission the highest rates of enrolment in secondary education among
coordinates the national educational policies on youth in industrialized nations, but youth unemployment is one of the
cooperation with youth-serving ministries of the Government. concerns of the Government. Canada is addressing that
The All-China Youth Federation is a united organization of challenge through specialized programmes for youth
all Chinese youth groups, a broad mass organization uniting employment. The Government also believes that the opinions
young people of all backgrounds. At present, it has 45 youth of young people must be heard. Accordingly, it met with 100
and student organization group members. It has branches at representatives of youth organizations to develop its position
the national, provincial and community levels. The All-China for the World Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth,
Youth Federation is entrusted by the Government with which was held from 8 to 12 August1998 in Portugal.
managing and coordinating the national youth policy of China.

40. Japan’s national youth policy stresses the importance and drug addiction and the media. The Secretary of State for
of active youth participation. The Youth Affairs Youth Affairs has a youth advisory council, a support research
Administration in the Management and Coordination Agency and planning office, Portuguese Youth Institute and the
of the Prime Minister’s office is in charge of national youth Community Service and Conscientious Objector’s Office.
policy coordination. The Committee for the Promotion of Following the programme of the thirteenth Constitutional
Youth Policy is an inter-ministerial committee. The Government, the political priorities of the national youth
Committee, in which the ministers and the agencies involved policy are basically to stimulate civic participation and to
make contacts or discussions, was organized since 1990. It promote the social and economic integration of young people.
has also formulated guidelines for the promotion of youth These priorities can be met in a dialogue with young people
policies. As a result, the Government can actively promote and in the development of a real, global, integrated, youth
youth policies with coordinating measures in various fields, policy based on two types of areas: (a) horizontal, lending
such as education, employment, juvenile delinquency, consistency to the sectoral policies of other government areas
personal development and family welfare. The Government through an institutionalized form of coordination; and (b)
also cooperates with non-governmental organizations. In vertical, stimulating young people’s participation and the free
particular, the National Assembly for Youth Development and creation and circulation of information, with the

Europe and North America

41. In Canada, under the Minister for Human Resources
Development, the Secretary of State for Training and Youth,
Department of Human Resources Development, coordinates
the national youth policy of Canada in cooperation with other
youth-serving departments. The federal Government of
Canada has a comprehensive range of youth policies and

42. In Portugal, a minister is responsible for youth, sport
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understanding that young people are real citizens and agents greater emphasis on the promotion of micro-credit and
of social and cultural change. The Government is currently training.
implementing various youth programmes of action in the
areas of education, employment, health and drugs. The
National Youth Council of Portugal is one of the
Government’s partners for youth work.

Latin America and the Caribbean

43. Argentina has a number of policies on youth. The organizations and serves as a planning and programming body
Director of Youth Affairs (in the Office of the President) and which lays down the policy of youth welfare in the various
the Ministry of Education and Justice coordinate national fields (for example, cultural, social, artistic). It also sponsors
youth policy in cooperation with other youth-serving youth camps, competitions and study travel projects. The
ministries concerned with labour, social security, health and youth policy in Egypt devotes special attention to disabled
welfare, public works and agriculture. All the political parties and, rural youth as well as youth in areas with particular
in Argentina are affiliated with either youth movements or difficulties. The Council coordinates its youth activities with
youth programmes. Argentina, through its national youth the ministries of education, health, employment, social affairs
policies, has recognized that the problem of family violence and industry. Recently, the Ministry has focused its attention
is an issue of growing importance, although no special on revising and strengthening youth legislation addressing the
policies or programmes have been put in place. Argentina, housing, employment, education and industrial sectors.
in its efforts to address youth-related issues through its
national youth policies, is currently preparing a health care
guide with excerpts from the World Health Organization
(WHO), the Pan-American Health Organization and the
Argentine Paediatrics Society. The Government has also
created a training institute for political leaders based on
stringent academic standards and ideological pluralism, and
an effort is also being made to link educational institutions
with jobs.

44. The Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines males. Most of the members are students from secondary
embarked on a series of national consultations which involved schools. It cooperates with other concerned agencies in
young people and organizations to formulate its national youth preparing youth for life. It is usually involved in improving
policy. A national youth policy was developed and was educational curricula and organizing educational activities,
accepted by the Government. The National Youth such as exhibitions, group discussions, lectures, scientific and
Commission, which serves as an advisory body to the entertainment activities, meetings with parents and dealing
Government on youth development, was also set up. This with vocational training matters. It cooperates with the
body consists of government officials, non-governmental National Union of Syrian Students in that regard.
organizations and representatives of civil society. The
Government has also proposed the establishment of a
millennium commission, which will be chaired by the Prime
Minister and will consist of young people. The commission
is expected to give youth an opportunity for direct dialogue
with the Prime Minister, as consultations will be held
nationwide at the grass-roots level. Once the consultations
are completed, the Government plans to have a national
survey, following which a youth information centre will be
established to help youth to have access to all forms of
information relating to youth, youth issues and youth
organizations. The Government also foresees real growth in
the economy, with youth business initiatives enhanced by

Western Asia

45. In Egypt, the President of the Supreme Council for
Youth and Sports, Ministry of Youth, coordinates the national
youth policy together with other youth-serving ministries.
Established in 1965, the Council has 1,340 affiliated member

46. The national youth policy of the Syrian Arab Republic
is coordinated on an inter-ministerial basis and involves one
major non-governmental organization: the Revolutionary
Youth Union. The Union is an educational and political
organization. It consists of youth between the ages of 13 and
35 from different social groups, including labourers, farmers
and students. It was established in 1968 and has the support
of the Government. The Union has 1,200,000 members, of
whom 40.77 per cent are females and 59.33 per cent are

B. Regional level

47. Pursuant to the World Programme of Action for Youth
to the Year 2000 and Beyond (General Assembly resolution
50/81, annex, paras. 116–120) and Economic and Social
Council resolution1997/55, the regional commissions were
encouraged, within their mandates, to convene biennial
meetings of regional non-governmental youth organizations
to review and discuss issues and trends as well as regional
action. During the period under review, several regional
commissions followed up on those recommendations with the
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assistance of an earmarked grant from the Government of the 52. Regarding advisory services to Member States on the
Netherlands to the United Nations Youth Fund. strengthening of their implementation of the World

48. The Economic and Social Commission for Asian and
the Pacific (ESCAP) prepared a report on the situation of
youth in Asia and the Pacific (1996) and convened two
regional intergovernmental conferences for senior
government officers on youth (1996 in Beijing and1998 in 53. However, other regional and interregional
Bangkok), the latter to prepare for the World Conference of intergovernmental organizations have provided both such
Ministers Responsible for Youth. ESCAP also convened an advisory services and intergovernmental meetings to assist
Asia-Pacific meeting of youth organizations in 1998 to Governments in preparing national youth policies and
prepare for the third session of the World Youth Forum of the programmes of action to implement the World Programme
United Nations system. of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond.

49. The Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) prepared 54. The Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for Youth
a report on the regional situation of youth in Africa for the Affairs and Sports, established by the League of Arab States
first session of the Pan-African Conference on Youth and in 1983 in Rabat, held its twenty-first session in Cairo from
Development, held in 1996 in Addis Ababa, and the first 15 to 18 February 1998 and adopted a resolution on the
session of the African Youth Forum, held just prior to that implementation of the World Programme of Action for Youth.
conference. ECA provided the venue for both meetings in its By that resolution it urged Arab ministers responsible for
new conference centre and hosted two regional non- youth affairs and sports to attend the World Conference of
governmental youth organizations and expert meetings in Ministers Responsible for Youth and to encourage the
1996–1997 with the United Nations Population Fund participation of Arab youth delegations in the third session
(UNFPA), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) of the World Youth Forum of the United Nations system.
and the Division for the Advancement of Women of the
Department of Economic and Social Affairs.

50. The Economic Commission for Latin American and the France, in1985, held its fifth session in Bucharest. The
Caribbean (ECLAC) convened a regional meeting of non- Conference adopted a final declaration on young people:
governmental youth organizations in Santiago in1998, in active citizens in a future Europe: human rights, participation,
cooperation with the United Nations Educational, Scientific solidarity. In that declaration, the European ministers declared
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the Inter-American that the aims and objectives of the Council of Europe’s youth
Development Bank, the United Nations, the Latin American policy were,inter alia, to encourage associate life and all
Youth Forum and the Caribbean Federation of Youth, to forms of action which embody democracy and pluralism, and
prepare for the third session of the World Youth Forum of the to help all young people to participate more fully in the life
United Nations system. of the community.

51. The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 56. The Ibero-American Conference of Ministers
(ESCWA) has undertaken several studies on various aspects Responsible for Youth, established in Madrid in1987, held
of the situation of youth in that region over recent years (for its ninth session in Lisbon from 5 to 7 August1998 and
example, drug abuse, urban settlements and poverty), but no adopted a final declaration on the elaboration of a charter of
direct cooperation was undertaken by ESCWA with the the rights of Ibero-American youth. In that declaration, the
relevant youth-related intergovernmental organization ministers, noting the importance of the fiftieth anniversary of
(League of Arab States) or with the regional coordinating the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the proposal
bodies of non-governmental youth and student organizations of the second session of the World Youth Forum of the United
(the Arab Youth Union and the General Union of Arab Nations system for an international charter of youth rights,
Students). ESCAP and ECLAC have undertaken such called for a charter of the rights of the Ibero-American youth
cooperation with both regional youth-related to be elaborated by the International Commission on the
intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental youth Rights of Youth and Adolescents and to be adopted by the
organizations in 1996–1998, and ECA began holding youth Conference at its tenth session in Panama in 2000. The
meetings in 1996 in conjunction with the Organization of Conference reiterated its support for the implementation of
African Unity (OAU). the World Programme of Action for Youth in that region.

Programme of Action for Youth, only ESCAP has organized
a series of such advisory services in its least developed
member countries. No such advisory services on youth were
organized by the other regional commissions.

55. The Council of Europe’s Conference of European
Ministers Responsible for Youth, established in Strasbourg,
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57. The Commonwealth Youth Ministers Meeting, while respecting cultural diversity, for the improvement of
established in Male in 1992, held its third session in Kuala young people’s living conditions and the development of their
Lumpur from 28 to 30 May 1998. The ministers adopted potential. The aim was also to promote the active
conclusions and recommendations concerned with three participation of young people in the development of
interrelated strategic areas of national youth policy democratic and pluralistic civic societies of the Baltic Sea
development and youth empowerment. The conference noted region.
with satisfaction the progress achieved in the introduction of
the Commonwealth Youth Credit Initiative and its adoption
as a practical model for poverty alleviation among young
people. “Youth empowerment for the new millennium” was
discussed as a special theme, and a policy framework was
adopted for a Commonwealth plan of action for youth
empowerment to the year 2005.

58. The Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) responses to emerging issues including education,
Ministerial Meeting on Youth, set up in 1992 in Jakarta, held employment, youth health, environment, juvenile delinquency
its second session in Kuala Lumpur on 17 and 18 November and promotion of peace; (c) youth skills development and
1997. It adopted a declaration on Asian youth development capacity-building through training; (d) the role played by the
to pursue peace and solidarity, progress and prosperity in the private sector, churches, non-governmental organizations and
ASEAN region through the positive, active and proactive youth organizations in youth development; (e) the collection,
participation of youth and to actively promote the compilation and dissemination of information on youth
understanding of sustainable and balanced development development; and (f) assistance to the 12 small island States
among the younger generation. Priority issues included of the Pacific Community and support for entrepreneurial
strengthening of ASEAN awareness, promotion of human initiatives from young people.
resource development and attainment of equitable and
sustainable development.

59. The Pan-African Conference on Youth and on 3 and 4 August1998. The Conference adopted conclusions
Development held its first session at Addis Ababa from 18 and recommendations on strengthening communication and
to 22 March 1996. That meeting was the first such ministerial cooperation among ministers responsible for youth in the
meeting on youth ever organized for all Member States in Portuguese-speaking countries and on the first session of the
Africa, and it included an African youth forum which brought World Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth.
together representatives of non-governmental youth
organizations and youth-related agencies and organizations
of the United Nations. The meetings were organized by OAU
in cooperation with ECA. The OAU Labour and Social
Affairs Commission adopted, at its twenty-first session in
Pretoria on 18 April 1998, an African common position for
the World Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth.
That position included the Dakar Declaration, adopted at the
African preparatory meeting for the third session of the World
Youth Forum of the United Nations system, held from 23 to
27 March 1998. It called,inter alia, for an African youth
fund, a programme of young African volunteers and an
African charter on youth rights to be approved by the OAU
Council of Ministers and ratified by the next OAU Assembly
of Heads of State and Government.

60. The First Baltic Sea Youth Ministers Conference was
held at Visby, Sweden, on 5 and 6 June 1998 and adopted a
plan of action for Baltic Sea cooperation in the youth field to
develop among young people a common regional identity and
understanding of the common cultural heritage of the region,

61. The first Regional Conference of Youth Ministers of the
Pacific Community was held in French Polynesia on 30 June
and 1 July 1998. It adopted the Pacific Youth Strategy 2005
as a framework for addressing the increasing youth challenges
in the Pacific region into the next century. There were six
priority issues in the Strategy: (a) full participation of young
people in development; (b) urgent action and practical

62. Finally, the first Conference of Youth Ministers of the
Portuguese-Speaking Countries was held at Porto, Portugal,

C. Global level

63. During the period under review, there were two major
global youth events to review and appraise as well as to better
promote the implementation of the World Programme of
Action for Youth: one for Governments (the World
Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth, 8–12 August
1998) and one fornon-governmental youth organizations (the
third session of the World Youth Forum of the United Nations
system, 2–7 August1998). The Conference was hosted by the
Government of Portugal in cooperation with the United
Nations, and the Forum was convened by the United Nations
in partnership with the Portuguese National Youth Council.
Both the Conference and the Forum were derived from the
World Programme of Action for Youth (paras. 123 and 125
respectively), and both served to mobilize the basic
constituencies or stakeholders of this Programme of Action:
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government ministers responsible for youth and leaders of 70. The ministers also committed themselves to reviewing
non-governmental youth organizations. the situation of youth and their needs and incorporating young

64. The following focuses on what both of those global
meetings recommended regarding national youth policies.

65. The World Youth Forum of the United Nations system,
at its third session, adopted the Braga Youth Action Plan on
7 August1998, in which it recommended the formulation in
all States of youth policies, by the year 2005, which are cross-
sectoral, comprehensive and formulated with long-term vision
coupled with action plans, taking into consideration the
guidelines set forth in the World Programme of Action for
Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond.

66. The Forum also called for such national youth policies
to be accorded a legal status and backed by legislative
structures and sufficient resources, and encouraged all
Governments to establish and/or strengthen youth focal point
institutions within the governmental structure. It
recommended that such national youth policies be formulated
through a thorough consultation process between the
Government and the national non-governmental youth
organization platforms as well as other stakeholders in that
process.

67. The Forum indicated that action plans should be utilized
as guidelines for monitoring and evaluating the status of the
implementation of youth policies by all stakeholders,
especially by the non-governmental youth organization
platforms. It proposed that the United Nations, in
collaboration with other intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations, identify the best practices on
youth policy formulation and implementation and encourage
the adoption of the principles and experiences among
Member States of the United Nations.

68. The World Conference of Ministers Responsible for
Youth adopted, on 12 August1998, the Lisbon Declaration
on Youth Policies and Programmes, by which the ministers
committed themselves to ensuring that national youth policy
formulation, implementation and follow-up processes would,
at appropriate levels, be accorded commitment from the
highest political levels, including the provision of adequate
resources.

69. The ministers committed themselves to developing
national youth policies and operational programmes, at
appropriate levels, to implement the World Programme of
Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond, taking into
account the national priorities, realities and limitations arising
from different socio-economic and cultural development
contexts.

people’s own assessment of priorities, through their
participation in a consultative process, and ensuring that
young women and young men actively contribute to the
formulation, implementation and evaluation of national and
local youth policies, programmes and action plans.

71. The ministers likewise called for the introduction of
measurable time-bound goals and indicators to allow a
common basis for national evaluation of the implementation
of such youth policies and programmes, for exchanges of best
practices in the formulation, implementation and evaluation
of national youth policy and for action to mainstream national
youth policy and international development, plans and
programmes.

72. Regarding follow-up, the ministers invited all relevant
United Nations programmes, funds and the specialized
agencies and other bodies within the United Nations system,
in particular the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), UNFPA, UNICEF, UNESCO, WHO, the
International Labour Organization (ILO), the World Bank and
intergovernmental organizations and regional financial
institutions to give greater support to national youth policies
and programmes within their country programmes.

73. In addition to the two global youth meetings, UNESCO
convened the World Conference on Higher Education in Paris
from 5 to 9 October 1998. The basic objective of the
Conference was to look at the state of higher education in the
contemporary world and to chart a new course for it in the
twenty-first century. The Conference discussed the content
of higher education and the organizational structures used to
deliver such education, and called for a critical assessment
of both the content and organization of higher education as
the world moves into a new millennium and an increasingly
globalized society. In that regard, the Conference adopted the
World Declaration on Higher Education for the Twenty-First
Century: Vision and Action, and the Framework for Priority
Action for Change and Development in Higher Education.

74. Another important global action on youth was taken by
the General Conference of ILO in June 1998, when it adopted
a comprehensive resolution concerning youth employment.
It recalled the ILO action programmes on youth
unemployment and noted the difficulties caused for many
countries by structural adjustment programmes for economic
growth and their potential to provide education, training and
employment opportunities for young people. By adopting the
resolution, the Conference,inter alia, called upon member
States and, where appropriate, employers, workers and their
respective organizations to implement a balanced economic



A/54/59

12

growth strategy and to consider new and innovative policies 78. As a follow-up to the United Nations Conference on
and programmes to create employment opportunities for Human Settlements (Habitat II), held in Istanbul, Turkey, in
young people. The Conference called upon the Governing June 1996, Youth for Habitat (an international network of
Body of the International Labour Office to instruct the youth and youth organizations) organized a parallel youth
Director-General of ILO when preparing programme and programme during the sixteenth session of the Commission
budget proposals, to make provision for follow-up of the on Human Settlements, held in Nairobi in April and May
action programme on strategies to combat youth 1997, in cooperation with the secretariat of Habitat II. During
marginalization and unemployment with a view to: (a) that programme, a three-year plan of action covering the years
drawing up an international strategy for youth employment; 1997 to1999 was adopted to guide youth activities which
(b) creating a database on youth employment; and (c) would contribute to the implementation of the Habitat II
disseminating best practice information and research on follow-up. In that regard, the Commission on Human
employment initiatives for youth. Settlements at its sixteenth session adopted resolution 16/11,

75. The Adolescent Health and Development Programme
of WHO published in May 1997 a brochure entitled “Action
for adolescent health: towards a common agenda” 79. Many youth organizations participated in parallel youth
(WHO/FRH/ADH/97.9), which contained recommendations events organized at the special session of the General
from a study group on programming for adolescent health Assembly for the purpose of an overall review and appraisal
convened jointly by WHO, UNFPA and UNICEF. It reviewed of the implementation of Agenda 21, held from 23 to 27 June
the scientific evidence regarding the effectiveness of key 1997 at United Nations Headquarters. A message was
interventions for adolescent health, highlighted the essential adopted by those non-governmental youth organizations and
factors and strategies needed to establish, implement and distributed in honour of the session, and a representative of
sustain programmes for adolescent health, developed a one of the organizations spoke at the session. As a follow-up,
common framework for country programming and many non-governmental youth organizations attended the
recommended priority actions to accelerate and strengthen sixth session of the Commission on Sustainable Development
programming for adolescent health, including the global and (20 April to 1 May 1998) at United Nations Headquarters and
regional support needed for country-level programming. presented the results of anongoing youth project on indicators

76. To prepare for the special session of the General
Assembly (New York, 30 June to 2 July 1999) to review the
implementation of the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Development
(Cairo, 5–13 September 1994), UNFPA sponsored a series
of youth activities on adolescent health, including a Caribbean
youth summit on adolescent sexual and reproductive health
and rights (Barbados, 5–7 October 1998) and an international
youth forum to be held 6 and 7 February 1999 in The Hague.

77. The United Nations International Drug Control
Programme (UNDCP), in close collaboration with the
Canadian Centre on Substance Abuse and the Alberta Alcohol
and Drug Abuse Commission, and with the support of the
Governments of Canada, Italy, Sweden and the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, convened a
Youth Vision Drug Abuse Forum in Banff, Canada, from 14
to 18 April 1998. The meeting brought together
approximately 180 young people from 24 countries and
adopted a set of recommendations entitled “The vision from
Banff”. That document was subsequently presented to the
Secretary-General and to the special session of the General
Assembly devoted to countering the world drug problem
together, held in New York from 8 to 10 June 1998.

entitled “Contributions of youth to the implementation of the
Habitat Agenda”.

to monitor Agenda 21 and a new youth project on sustainable
development learner centres.

IV. Review and appraisal: problems
addressed

A. National level

80. Despite the progress indicated in the table in paragraph
17, the present report has indicated that many of the Member
States that have adopted national youth policies have not done
so on a cross-sectoral, inter-ministerial or interdepartmental
basis. The present report has also revealed at least seven
major obstacles to effective government action to implement
an integrated national youth policy and programme of action:
(a) inadequate political will to focus on both the problems and
potentials of youth; (b) lack of a conceptual framework and
follow-up to design, implement and evaluate an integrated
national youth policy drawing on the various youth-related
policies of the sectoral ministries and departments of the
national Government and its provincial and local agencies;
(c) low budgetary support for the design and delivery of such
policies to the target constituencies; (d) lack of adequate
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involvement of all stakeholders (especially youth and youth have been convened by other regional intergovernmental
organizations) in the process of formulating, implementing organizations and not the United Nations regional
and evaluating integrated national youth policies and commissions.
programmes; (e) insufficient training opportunities for
personnel from the youth-related ministries and departments
of the Government to deal effectively with the needs and
aspirations of youth; (f) problems in defining and treating
youth and its subgroups and their varied needs (for statistical
purposes, children are defined as persons aged 14 and under;
youth are persons aged 15 to 24 years) and confusing policies
and programmes for children with those for youth; and (g)
lack of systematic national reviews of the situation of youth
(jointly by the governmental and non-governmental
organizations most concerned and with the possible
participation of the private sector, which has a socio-
economic interest in such surveys) and the linkage of this
process to the formulation of a national youth policy. The
challenge has been not only to formulate integrated national
youth policies, but also to implement them at all levels
(especially the provincial and local levels) and involving all
stakeholders in the process (especially youth and youth
organizations). When such initiatives have been taken, they
have often not been mainstreamed into the overall national
development process or linked to the provincial and local
levels; nor have they confronted priority issues for youth
regarding education, employment and health.

B. Regional level

81. There has been an uneven reaction by the regional Responsible for Youth in 1998.
commissions regarding the follow-up to General Assembly
resolution 50/81 and Economic and Social Council resolution
1997/55 and the need for more serious cooperation between
the regional commissions and the relevant regional
intergovernmental youth organizations, which convene
regional meetings of youth ministers, and the regional non-
governmental youth organizations, which convene regional
meetings of youth organizations, to better strengthen the
capacities for formulating and implementing integrated
national youth policies and programmes in the context of the
World Programme of Action for Youth. The regional
commissions were invited to convene biennial meetings to
bring together these regional youth constituencies on a regular
basis, but only ESCAP and ECLAC have begun to convene
such regional youth meetings in cooperation with United
Nations Headquarters and UNESCO headquarters and
regional offices. Despite that progress, a review of regional
intergovernmental action on youth since1985 (the United
Nations International Youth Year) has revealed that the
existing regional meetings of ministers responsible for youth

C. Global level

82. The first initiative of the world community to stress the
importance of integrated national youth policies and
programmes came in 1985 for the United Nations
International Youth Year. At that time, there was a wide
spectrum of activity in the United Nation system to gather
data, undertake research, convene meetings and provide
advisory service, on request, to Member States on national
youth policies and programmes. Yet, during the subsequent
10 years, activity in the United Nations system on national
youth policies and programmes declined. One of the most
important losses concerned the post of the United Nations
Interregional Adviser on Youth Policies and Programmes (a
post that was redeployed in 1990 after 20 years of existence).
One of the most important outcomes of the International
Youth Year was the creation of over 100 national committees
on the Year, the subsequent strengthening and/or
establishment of over 100 national youth policies and
programmes and the development and growth of ministries
and departments responsible for national youth policies and
programmes. This momentum led, as described above, to the
convening of meetings of ministers responsible for youth in
all five of the United Nations regions and to the convening of
the first session of the World Conference of Ministers

83. In 1989, the General Assembly initiated a meeting that
would eventually be called the World Youth Forum of the
United Nations system, and three sessions have been held
since that time (in 1991, 1996 and 1998). A priority is to
better relate the two new global platforms to each other and
to both the standard-setting and operational activities of the
United Nations system to a follow-up process with the
regional commissions.

V. Recommendations for action

A. National level

84. For Governments, the first step is to formulate an
integrated national youth policy based on the needs and
aspirations of young men and women, as seen by the young
people themselves and as surveyed by the local offices of the
various national ministries and departments most concerned
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with youth. This involves both active youth participation in implementation and evaluation of national youth polices and
all phases of the process of examining the situation of youth programmes to implement the World Programme of Action
and the formulation (with quantified and qualified targets) of for Youth.
a national youth policy from the bottom up and not the top
down. The youth policy should be an integral part of the
national development plans and strategies of each country.
The role of representative non-governmental youth
organizations should be recognized in that regard. The youth-
related agencies and organizations of the United Nations
system should facilitate this process by increasing support for
such holistic treatment of youth issues by Governments in
cooperation with non-governmental youth organizations, and
by assisting the examination of the situation of youth and the
formulation, implementation and evaluation of integrated
national youth polices and programmes.

85. Countries that have already formulated an integrated
national youth policy and are in the process of
implementation, monitoring and evaluation are urged to
examine how effective the national youth policy has been in
resolving the problems facing young women and men and to
share these vital experiences with other countries.

86. Interdepartmental cooperation is essential inside each
Government as well as among the operational agencies and
organizations of the United Nations system and non-
governmental youth organizations ineach country. United
Nations youth theme groups should be set up within the
country programmes of UNDP to provide a coordination
forum for United Nations agencies and related organizations
involved with projects, programmes and other activities
targeting youth. Such United Nations youth theme groups, as
set up, for example, in Fiji, Malawi and Peru, have assisted
capacity-building within the respective Government’s
Ministry or Department of Youth and national youth councils
or other non-governmental youth organization coordinating
bodies. The country representatives of UNFPA, UNICEF and
UNESCO have often been in the lead in advocating and
following up on such initiatives. This process should be
strengthened and should involve all the operational agencies
and organizations of the United Nations system, as well as the
relevant governmental, non-governmental youth organizations
and bilateral development agency donor partners in each
country. The United Nations information centres should
sponsor information programmes to support this national
youth policy and programme process in cooperation with
Governments and non-governmental youth organizations and
link such activities to the World Programme of Action for
Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond. The United Nations
Youth Fund should be strengthened and focused on this
overall process of capacity-building of Governments and non-
governmental youth organizations for the formulation,

87. Governments as well as the United Nations system
should place more emphasis on preparing and training young
women and men and their organizations to participate fully
in the national youth policy process.

B. Regional level

88. Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 50/81 and
Economic and Social Council resolution1997/55, the
regional commissions were invited to convene regional youth
meetings on a biennial basis, bringing together
representatives of regional non-governmental youth
organizations, regional offices of bodies and organizations
of the United Nations system and regional intergovernmental
organizations concerned with youth to review and discuss
issues and trends and to identify proposals for regional and
subregional cooperation related to the implementation of the
World Programme of Action for Youth. Two regional
commissions (ESCAP and ECLAC) convened such regional
youth meetings in 1998, in cooperation with UNESCO and
UNFPA, to prepare for the third session of the World Youth
Forum of the United Nations system, and ECA assisted OAU
in the convening of such a regional youth meeting in1996 in
conjunction with the first session of the Pan-African
Conference on Youth and Development. Such biennial
regional youth meetings should be scheduled and held just
prior to the regional meetings of ministers responsible for
youth in each of the five United Nations regions so as to make
recommendations to those intergovernmental ministerial
meetings and to encourage Governments, non-governmental
youth organizations, United Nations agencies and other youth-
related intergovernmental organizations to work together to
follow up on such recommendations, especially those
concerning national youth policies and programmes. The
meetings could provide the needed regional infrastructure to
both prepare for and follow up on the World Conference of
Ministers Responsible for Youth and the World Youth Forum
of the United Nations system and a body to undertake both
youth policy and project execution in each region. A four-year
plan (1999–2002) has been formulated by the Youth Unit to
follow up on the global youth events in Portugal with regional
youth action based on the mandates of the Assembly and the
Council (Assembly resolution 50/81, annex, para.120, and
Council resolution1997/55, para. 3). It involves cooperating
with the regional commissions: (a) to convene biennial
meetings of regional non-governmental youth organizations,
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regional offices of youth-related bodies and organizations of evaluate the Programme of Action: (a) data collection and
the United Nations system and regional intergovernmental dissemination of information; (b) research and policy studies;
organizations to review and appraise the regional (c) planning and coordination; (d) technical cooperation,
implementation of the Programme of Action and to propose training and advisory services; and (e) outreach and
new action; and (b) to provide advisory services, on request, partnership among specialized constituencies. Some
to strengthen the capacity of Member States for integrated initiatives have been taken on all of the above points, which
national youth policies and programmes. deserve serious attention as a follow-up to the World

89. In the context of the World Programme of Action for
Youth, the regional commissions should pay more attention
to building youth development networks in each region,
aiming to share experiences and resources, monitor the
situation of youth in each region and to build solidarity among
organizations working to serve young people. Regional non-
governmental youth organizations, in particular the youth
coordination platforms, should be strengthened with the
necessary financial, human and technical resources to allow
them to contribute effectively to the youth development 92. For the coming biennium, and as a point of departure
process. for the new millennium, United Nations research and policy

C. Global level

90. The General Assembly, in adopting the World
Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and
Beyond, made recommendations to strengthen five global
mechanisms for implementing this Programme of Action: (a)
the role of the Commission for Social Development in
continuing its policy level dialogue on youth for policy
coordination and periodic monitoring of issues and trends; (b)
regular meetings at the international level, under the aegis of
the United Nations, of ministers responsible for youth affairs,
building on the current regional and interregional conferences
of ministers responsible for youth affairs in Africa, Asia,
Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean and Western Asia;
(c) annual meetings of the inter-agency group on youth in
which all the bodies and agencies of the United Nations
system concerned and related intergovernmental
organizations can participate to discuss ways and means by
which they can promote the implementation of the Programme
of Action on a coordinated basis; (d) meetings of the World
Youth Forum of the United Nations system to contribute to
the implementation of the Programme of Action through the
identification and promotion of joint initiatives to further its
objectives so that they better reflect the interests of youth; and
(e) the role of the United Nations Youth Fund to support the
implementation of the Programme of Action through pilot
action to encourage the participation of youth in devising and
carrying out operational projects.

91. The General Assembly also made specific
recommendations on five methods to monitor, promote and

Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth. The annual
Inter-Agency Meeting on Youth should elaborate system-wide
cooperation on each of those five points to better monitor and
promote the implementation of the Programme of Action. The
Executive Committee on Economic and Social Affairs and the
United Nations Development Group should consider linking
the normative and operational follow-up of the Programme
of Action on a system-wide basis and in the context of the
United Nations Development Assistance Framework.

initiatives in the context of the further implementation of the
World Programme of Action could include the following
issues: the full integration of youth concerns into overall
economic and social policy; the impact of globalization on the
lives of young people; the linkages between democracy and
young people; regional integration and youth development;
country experiences in formulating, implementing, monitoring
and evaluating integrated national youth policies; and
experiences of training and apprenticeship programmes for
youth employment. The results should be widely disseminated
and discussed at the national, regional and international
levels.

93. The World Conference of Ministers Responsible for
Youth invited the Secretary-General to consider strengthening
the Youth Unit of the United Nations Secretariat and to
submit proposals to the General Assembly at its fifty-fourth
session on ways and means to achieve that goal. The
Secretary-General proposes to consider several measures,
within existing resources, including the provision of: (a)
teams of United Nations interns and volunteers (selected on
a geographically balanced basis) to support the work of the
Youth Unit on a regular basis; (b) interregional and regional
advisers on youth to be funded on an extrabudgetary basis in
coordination with the regional commissions; and (c)
constituting an advisory body at an appropriate level to
review the application of the terms of reference of the United
Nations Youth Fund and priorities and means of strengthening
its capacities, pursuant to General Assembly resolution 50/81,
annex, para. 139. The advisory body itself would have no
financial implications as the members would be drawn from
New York-based representatives of permanent missions of
Member States to the United Nations, as well as New York-
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based representatives of non-governmental youth
organizations in consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council. Such initiatives could greatly strengthen the
work of the United Nations in this field and, in particular, for
the further implementation of the World Programme of Action
for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond.

Notes

The Lisbon Declaration on Youth Policies and Programmes1

and the Braga Youth Action Plan had been circulated in
document A/53/378.

For example, the World Programme of Action for Youth to2

the Year 2000 and Beyond (para. 107);Report of the
United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3–14 June 1992(vol. I),
Resolutions Adopted by the Conference(United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.93.I.8), paras. 25.9 (a–c) and 28.2
(d); Report of the Global Conference on the Sustainable
Development of Small Island Developing States(United
Nations publication, Sales No. E.94.I.18), para. 71;Report
of the International Conference on Population and
Development, Cairo, 5–13 September 1994(United
Nations publication, Sales No. E.95.XIII.18), para. 13.9;
Report of the World Summit for Social Development,
Copenhagen, 6–12 March 1995(United Nations
publications, Sales No. E.96.IV.8), paras. 60 (d) and 75 (I);
Report of the United Nations Conference on Human
Settlements(Habitat II) (A/CONF.165/14), paras. 118 (l),
120 (a) and 184 (a).

For the text of the Copenhagen Declaration on Social3

Development and the Programme of Action of the World
Summit for Social Development, seeReport of the World
Summit for Social Development, Copenhagen, 6–12 March
1995(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.IV.8),
chap. I.

An international compendium of youth rights has been4

prepared by the Youth Unit of the Department of Economic
and Social Affairs to provide an opportunity for young
people to learn about their rights, as recognized by the
United Nations in many commitments, especially the World
Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and
Beyond (General Assembly resolution 50/81, annex,
para. 107 (b), and in honour of the fiftieth anniversary of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
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Annexa

Status of implementation of national youth policies,
coordination mechanisms and programmes of action as at July
1998

Afghanistan Czech Republic Kazakhstanb c

Albania Democratic People’s Kenyab c

Algeria  Republic of Korea Kuwaitb c d

Andorra Democratic Republic of Kyrgyzstanb c d

Angola  the Congo Lao People’sb c d

Antigua and Barbuda Denmark  Democratic Republicb c

Argentina Djibouti Latviab c d

Armenia Dominica Lebanonc

Australia Dominican Republic Lesothob c d

Austria Ecuador Liberiab c d

Azerbaijan Egypt Libyan Arab Jamahiriyab c d

Bahamas El Salvador Liechtensteinb c d

Bahrain Equatorial Guinea Lithuaniab c

Bangladesh Eritrea Luxembourgb c d

Barbados Estonia Madagascarb c d

Belarus Ethiopia Malawib c

Belgium Fiji Malaysiab c d

Belize Finland Maldivesb c

Benin France Malib 

Bhutan Gabon Maltac

Bolivia Gambia Marshall Islandsb c d

Bosnia and Herzegovina Georgia Mauritaniae

Botswana Germany Mauritiusb c d

Brazil Ghana Mexicoc

Brunei Darussalam Greece Micronesia (Federatedb c

Bulgaria Grenada  States of)b c

Burkina Faso Guatemala Monacob c d

Burundi Guinea Mongoliab c

Cambodia Guinea-Bissau Moroccoe

Cameroon Guyana Mozambiqueb c

Canada Haiti Myanmarb c d

Cape Verde Honduras Namibiab c

Central African Republic Hungary Nepalb c d

Chad Iceland Netherlandsb c

Chile India New Zealandb c d

China Indonesia Nicaraguab c d

Colombia Iran (Islamic Republic of) Nigerb c

Comoros Iraq Nigeriab c

Congo Ireland Norwayb c

Costa Rica Israel Omanb c d

Côte d'Ivoire Italy Pakistanb c

Croatia Jamaica Palaub c d

Cuba Japan Panamab c d

Cyprus Jordan Papua New Guineab c d

b c d

b c d

b c

b c d

b c

c

b d

b c

b c d

c

e

e

c d

b c

b c d

b c d

b c d

b c

b c

c

b c d

b c d

b c d

c

b c d

b c d

c

b c

b c

b c

b c d

b c d

b c d

b c d

b c d

c d

b c d

b c d

b c d

b c d

b c d

b c d

e

b c d

c d

e

b c d

c

b c

b c d

b c

c

b c d

b c

b c d

b c

b c d

b c d

b c

b c d

b c d

b c d

b c

b c d

c

b c d

b c d

b c d

b c d

b c d

d

b c d

b c

b c d

b c d

b c d

b c d

b c d

b c d

b c

b c d

e

b c

b c d
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Paraguay Seychelles Trinidad and Tobagob c d

Peru Sierra Leone Tunisiab c d

Philippines Singapore Turkeyb c d

Poland Slovakia Turkmenistanb c d

Portugal Slovenia Ugandab c d

Qatar Solomon Islands Ukrainee

Republic of Korea Somalia United Arab Emiratesb c d

Republic of Moldova South Africa United Kingdom ofb c

Romania Spain  Great Britain andb c d

Russian Federation Sri Lanka  Northern Irelandb c d

Rwanda Sudan United Republic of Tanzaniab c d

Saint Kitts and Nevis Suriname United States of Americab c

Saint Lucia Swaziland Uruguayb c

Saint Vincent and the Sweden Uzbekistan
 Grenadines Syrian Arab Republic Vanuatub c d

Samoa Tajikistan Venezuelab c d

San Marino Thailand Viet Namc

Sao Tome and Principe The former Yugoslav Yemenc

Saudi Arabia  Republic of Macedonia Yugoslaviab c

Senegal Togo Zambiab c

b c d

b c d

b c

b c d

b c d

b c d

e

b c d

b c d

b c d

b c

b c d

b c d

b c d

b c d

e

b c d

b d

b c

b c d

b c d

b c d

e

b c d

b c

b c d

b c d

b c d

d

b c

e

b c

b c d

b c d

b c

b c

b c

Zimbabweb c d

The data in the present annex have been taken from statements made by government delegates ata

the World Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth, held in Lisbon from 8 to 12 August
1998.

Formulation of national youth policy (cross-sectoral).b

Designation of a national youth coordinating mechanism (ministry, department, council,c

committee).

Implementation of a national youth programme of action (operational, voluntary service).d

No data received on national youth policies, coordination mechanisms or programmes of action.e


