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The meeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m drug control training activities such as workshops and
seminars.

Agenda item 101: Crime prevention and criminal 3. Mr AI-Sudgiry (Saudi Arabia) said t.hat his country

justice (continued (A/53/3; A/53/371-S/1998/g4g, ~ Shared the growing concern of States with respect to the

A/53/380, A/53/381, A/53/416: A/C.3/53/L.2, L3and &xpansion of illicit trafficking in narcotics and psychotropic

L.4) substances, a persistent and complex problem that called for
. . joint efforts. In particular, practical measures should be taken

Agenda item 102: International drug control to implement international conventions in that field, meet

(continueq (A/53/3, A/53/72-S/1998/156, A/53/95-  commitments made at the world level and eliminate obstacles
S/1998/311, A/53/129-E/1998/58, AI53/204, A/53/371- 1o the implementation of such conventions by certain States,
S/1998/848, A/53/382, A/53/383, A/53/416) especially drug-producing and drug-exporting countries. It
1. Mr. Al-Khuraines (Kuwait) welcomed the report of was also extremely important for all States to tighten controls
the Secretary-General on the implementation of the Unit@yer the precursors used to manufacture drugs and
Nations System-Wide Action Plan on Drug Abuse Contrdisychotropic substances.

(A/53/129-E/1998/58), as well as the drug control efforts  saudi Arabia, like other countries, was worried about
undertaken by the United Nations at the regional anfoney laundering resulting from illicit trafficking in drugs,
international levels, especially by the Centre for Internationg)hich was facilitated in certain countries by weak financial
Crime Prevention and the United Nations International Drughntrols and the Internet. It was necessary, more than ever
Control Programme (UNDCP). Kuwait had long attachegefore, to monitor suspicious money transfers and to verify
great importance to drug control as it had immediatefye sources of funds. It was also vital to promote international
understood the seriousness of the drug problem. A drygtyal legal assistance and improve the sharing of
control office had been provided with adequate human afe|ligence and experience, harmonize national legislation
financial resources and had then been transformed into &Y ensure better coordination of United Nations activities
efficient well-structured administration. Kuwait's Penal Codgy control illicit trafficking in drugs and organized crime,
provided for sanctions against drug traffickers and users aﬁféluding arms trafficking. Saudi Arabia deplored the
persons who promoted drug trafficking. A law had beegecriminalization of drugs, a policy which it considered
passed on the control and use of harcotics and a list of VariQ}b'?]trary to religion, international law and human dignity. It
types of narcotics had been drawn up. A decree designeqy@icomed the activities carried out BNDCP and hoped that
counteract the supply of and demand for narcotics regulatgg Programme, as well as other relevant programmes, would

the import, export, production and manufacture of medicin@gntinue to receive support from the international community.
and psychotropic substances and provided for sanctions. A

royal decree with the same objective had been adopted. The ,MS' Mekhgmar (Egypt) wglcomed the appointment of
Government had also established a committee that wd& Pino Arlacchi as the Executive Director of the Office for
basically responsible for coordinating private efforts WitPrug Control and Crime Prev,entlop .a'nd the efforts he was
those of public bodies, promoting policies to prevent ar{aakmg'to coordinate the Offl'ce S act!V|t|e§. She .commen'ded
control the use of drugs, raising public awareness about dhe achlevements of t.he Ur'1|tr-'3d N.at|o'ns in the field O,f crime
danger of drugs, cooperating with the media and other bodigg,ntrOI .a|_1d n promotllng criminal justice. The Organization
carrying out scientific research and coordinating cooperatiéﬁ‘ﬁ"S striving to adapt its concepts to the needs of the modern

with relevant regional and international institutions. Tha\’f’o,rId 'and to suppqrt States in their gfforts to achlgve the
committee was assisted in its task by civil societ bjectives set forth in the Naples Political Declaration and

organizations. he Global Action Plan against Organized Transnational

Crime, as well as in the resolutions adopted by the Ninth

2. Convinced of the importance of collective efforts in thaynited Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the
area at the national, regional and international levels, Kuwgiteatment of Offenders, held in Cairo in 1995.

had in 1994 ratified the Arab @vention against the lllicit

Use of and Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropig' Egypt had take.n important measures to control crime,
Substances and had in October 1989 signed the Unif@&IUd'ng the egtabhshment ofa legal frqmeworktha.t fully
Nations Convention againstitit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs "€SPected the rights of the accused, the implementation of a

and Psychotropic Substances. It participated actively in ogramme for the remtegrat.|c.m of offenders and_the
conclusion of many extradition agreements. Since

. international cooperation was crucial to combating
To be issued.
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transnational crime, Egypt welcomed the efforts undertaken 10. His Government was convinced that the fight against
with regard to the drafting of an international convention drugs could be won provided that all States coordinated their
against organized transnational crime and wished to efforts more efficiently.

recommend the establishment of an ad hoc committee. It

ble that. despite its | le. the Afri . Mr. Rana (Nepal) said that his country, which
regr_etta e that, esplt_e Its |mportant role, the Alrica sociated itself with the statement made on behalf of the
Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment

. - . roup of 77 and China, was as concerned as other South
Offenders did not have sufficient funding. Asian countries about the problem of drug abuse and illicit
7. Asfar as drug control was concerned, her delegation trafficking in drugs, and had included drug control in its ninth
endorsed the conclusions reached at the twentieth special five-year plan. It had adopted a national drug control policy
session of the General Assembly and welcomed the progress and a national strategy to reduce demand and had included
achieved in the implementation of the recommendations of provisions in that regard in its legislation in conformity with
the Global Programme of Action on means of reducing the the 1961 and 1988 United Nations conventionsl8060 the
demand for drugs. Egypt had taken a number of steps to Convention of the South Asian Association for Regional
reduce drug trafficking including tightening controls on Cooperation (SAARC) relating to drug abuse and drug
psychotropic substances and on many drug inputs, tracking trafficking.
drug trafficking by using more modern techniques; it had alsjp2

hened its legislati bat the launderi # His delegation endorsed the conclusions of the Special
strengthened its legislation to combat the laundering glgion of the General Assembly on the world drug problem,

proceeds from ”.”Cit .traffickin.g in, ‘?“‘95; Egypt had alsq,q 4 in June 1998, which had resulted in the drafting of a
amended its legislation to bring it into line with the lgSgglobal strategy to combat drugs. The war against drugs must

gonvﬁntlon. aganr;st Hlicit Trhafnc In Narc?tlc Drugs aréd e waged with the collaboration of the entire international
sychoiropic Substances (ihe granting of amnesty an munity, including non-governmental organizations and

provision of medical treatment for drug addicts who turne@ﬁViI society. There was also a need to train not only the

themselves in to the authorities) and had taken measure?)égsonnel responsible for the treatment and réhation of
ensure that those found guilty of minor drug offences Weﬁug abusers but also those responsible for monitoring the

treated in agcordance with the relgvant |r!ternat|on cit production of and trafficking in drugs. That also called
recommendations. Egypt was also trying to eliminate ﬂ}gr enhanced multilateral cooperation
cultivation of narcotic crops. ) '
13. Mr. Reyes Rodrigues (Cuba) said that, despite

8' Since the proliferation of light apd Small'Ca“brqnternational efforts, increased demand and the globalization
f|rea_rms constituted a threat to the.secunty of State;, Egy&tthe world economy had created a substantial world market
was in favour of.the. dra_ftlng ofa Un.|ted Natlonerwen.non for illicit drugs. The decisions adopted at the special session

to cprnbat trafficking in flregrms in accordance with th%fthe General Assembly on the world drug problem should
decisions of the relevant bodies. help to strengthen international cooperation based on respect

9. Mr. Najem (Lebanon) said that increased drug for international law, in particular respect for sovereignty,
production and drug abuse made the item under consideration territorial integrity andrthese of the threat or use of

an international problem that States had been collectively force in international relations. Relations among States in that
trying to resolve since early in the twentieth century. The area should continue to be guided by the principles of shared
Arab Council of Ministers had adopted a draft convention respditgdnd an integrated approach to all phases of the
against the production and use of narcotic drugs and process from production to distribution. His delegation
psychotropic substances. Lebanon, which continued to suffemdemned the unilateral measures taken by States which
from the aftermath of the civil war, including the occupation arrogated to themselves the role of international arbiters of
by Israel of the Bekaa Valley, had, in conformity with its goodnduct although the poor results achieved did not
international commitments, made drug control a top priority. match their responsibilities at the global level.

While it had managed to eliminate the cultivation of narcoti 4. Atthe national level, UNDCP had helped Cuba to train
crops in its territory, it still needed technical and financiaitaﬁ and had provided it with the necessary technical and
assstance f_rom other countries — particularly from frlendl|_¥1aterial support. Cuba also supported the activities carried
countries which V\_/ere also p_Iagued byth_e_drug problem Yl by the International Narcotics Control Board (INCB) in
order to establish consciousness-raising and treatment capacity as the only independent authority with the
programmes for drug addicts, particularly in the Baalbek are(fjbmpetence at the world level to assess the efforts of States

objectively. Given its geographical location at the heart of a
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region that was prone to illicit trafficking, Cuba attached great 18. China had actively participated in the subregional drug
importance to cooperation at all levels and had demonstrated  control cooperation programmes initi&tBeCiByand had

its willingness to prevent the use of its territory as a transit othiced substitute crops in the traditionally opium-planting
point for illicit drugs. It had also concluded bilateral drug areas of the “Golden Triangle”, thus boosting the social and
control agreements with many countries, in particular Latin onemic development of the border areas and reducing the
American and the Caribbean countries. dependence of such areas on the drug economy. In order to
15. Mr. Nader (Jordan) noted that, because of i,[glchieve (_)utright victory in the war on drugs_, ir_lternational
geographical location, Jordan had an important role to pl§§©Peration must be strengthened: the principle of State

in the face of the growing market for illicit drugs. Despite théovere'gmy and shared responsibilities must be respected, the
efforts undertaken to eliminate illicit crops, the productiquternatlonal s_trategy fgr drug C_OerI adopted by the Gen_eral

of and trafficking in precursors and synthetic drugs wer. ssembly at its special Session must be cor‘r_lp_rghenswely
increasing as a result of globalization. The eXistmgnplemented, and alternative development activities should

conventions should therefore be adapted to the new situati g carried out with financial and technical assistance from the

_ _ o _ international community.
16. His delegation endorsed the activities carried out by

UNDCP as well as the conclusions of the twentieth speci%l?' Ms. Gil (Israel) _sa|d that her c_o_u_ntry had recently set
session of the General Assembly on the world drug probIeHP aprogramme o raise police sens_|t|V|tyto human fr_eedoms
The Ministry of Education had incorporated into schodtnd _dlgn|t|es_, even in th_e most try_lng of cases,_wh|ch_was
curricula texts designed to heighten the awareness of childl%%rt'_cu!a”y important in a multicultural society W't_h
and adolescents to the danger of drugs. The authorities ngé]ﬂlctlng value;. To that end, all memk_’ers Qf _the police
waging consciousness-raising campaigns in collaboratilfHf c€ were requ!red to u_ndergo a basu_:_tralmng course
with civil society organizations and the media, and wergovering professional ethics, service to citizens and use of
implementing programmes for the social reintegration of drdgree. An educafuon officer respons_lble for ethlcs_trammg had
abusers. Moreover, legislation provided for heavy fin SO be_en fappomted by the Israeli police fo_rce n t_he 1980s,
against traffickers and the confiscation of the proceeds of drﬁad guidelines had been set for the prevention of violence by

trafficking. However, the scope of the problem called fo‘JOIiCe officers. Furthe'rmore, the police h‘f‘ld taken variogs
cooperation and a sharing of responsibilities at th%ther measures which included the screening of prospective
police officers and the provision of training workshops in

) interrogation procedures, violence prevention, human rights
17. Mr. Yang Xiaokun (China) said that the importantang equality. The efforts of the police to implement that new
documents adopted by the General Assembly at its twentigffisroach had been praised by the Association for Civil Rights
special session, in particular the Political Declaration, defingglisrael. Such progress in the protection of civil rights was
the strategies and measures for international cooperatiggg reflected in the legal measures which had been adopted.
against drugs. The seriousness of the situation with respggk pasic law on human liberty and dignity, passed in 1992,
to the production, sale and abuselb€it drugs in the world - paq jed to new legislation in the areas of arrest and detention
called for the adoption of a balanced drug control strategy ageg aimed to reduce the number of unjustified arrests, as well
practical steps to crack down on the supply of and demand {4 1 ensure that no one was arrested without being charged,
illicit drugs. The Chinese Government, which had alwaygn|ess there was suspicion of interference with judicial
attached great importance to the fight against drug're|atSPocesses, and to guarantee all suspects the right to see an
crimes, had implemented the Global Programme of Actiofttorney from the moment of the preliminary investigation
by cracking down on cross-border drug trafficking andtage. The fundamental rights of detainees and prisoners had
resolutely prohibiting the illicit cltivation of poppies. It had peen laid down in rulings of the Israeli Supreme Court, which

also intensified its efforts to raise the public’'s awareness giq helped to maintain acceptable living conditions, including
the drug problem. China was the first country to bagccess to proper medical care.

amphetamine-type stimulants and had always waged_a .
resolute fight against illicit trafficking in methamphetamine.zo' Mr. Ka (Senegal) said that the world drug prc_JbIem
dangered not only the health of drug users, particularly

It had been implementing an export-licence system coveriff

the controlled substances listed by the United Nations sineing pgople, and food crops n th.eoplucmg cogntnes, but
1993, and an import-licence system sirk®96. In ecent also national peace and security in the countries concerned.

years, China had, with the assistance of INCB successf%ca' which was now a centre for illicit dealings in narcotics
thwarted numerous attempts to divert precursor chemicals psychotropic substances and a major supplier of cannabis

stopped the smuggling of such chemicals to other countriéd! the world market, did not have the means to tackle such

international level.
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trafficking singlehandedly. At the regional level, the conventions and enacted legislation, and was alstiedmm
Organization of African Unity (OAU), together with African to strengthening the legislative framework for narcotics
subregional organizations, had put considerable efforts into  control. It further welcomed the recommendations made by
the fight against drugs. At its summit meeting held in UNDCP, particularly concerning the undertaking of a study
Yaoundé in1996 it had adopted a fitical declaration and on the connection between poverty and drugs in Africa.

a Plan of Action on Drug Abuse Control and lllicit Trafﬁcking23 Reaffirming the will of the Government and people of

in Africa. In 1993 and 1994, the Baomic Community of Guinea to pursue an unremitting struggle against drugs, her

West Afr;_canthStates (ECO\:V'Af‘tSh) h(?d adopte(f{i refs,:)hlm\'/(\)/rb%legation appealed to the international community to provide
representing the commitment of he sovernments otthe | ?ﬁ% necessary assistance to the African Institute for the
African States to treat the fight against drugs asaregloqgﬁlevemion of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders

|ssge of the hl_ghe_st |mpo_rta_1nce. It h?d also estaphshed_ AFRI), in accordance with General Assembly resolution
anti-drug coordination unit in its executive secretariat, whil /89

at its summit meeting held in Abuja, Nigeria, in 1997 it ha _ _ _
adopted a political declaration and a subregional plan &f- Mr. Rasheed (United Nations Children’s Fund

action on drugs, complemented by two conventions d¢NICEF)) said that the problem of the manufacture,
judicial cooperation. trafficking and illicit use of drugs continued to have a negative

51 Atth ional level. a| , h ¢ andill impact on the health and development of children and to
' tthe national level, a law against the use of and llicl{jermine  their rights. Young people’s health and

trafficking "_1 cannabis ha_d been in plfe\ce in Se,”ega' Sin%I%velopment was an integral component of the UNICEF
1963, and in 1965 a national narcotics commission, Nojqg 500 programme priorities, which focused on a range

renamed the interministerial anti-drug committee, had beSPprobIems associated with drug, alcohol andaobo abuse

set up. Senegal had also adopted a national plan to coun Fa people’s sexuality and violence. The aities planned
drug use and illicit drug trafficking, in which the emphasi%?u g peop ty ’ P

laced heni ional cat icularl that regard would involve young people’s right to
was placed on strengthening national capes, particu'arly information, life skills, access to education, health services,

in the field of control, as well as on prevention and the car creation and juvenile justice, the creation of a safe,

of drug addicts. It had also introduced a drugs law, draited é’ﬂlpportive environment free from exploitation and abuse and

cCoope:zguon with thz#ggid Nagc;}nsd Intelzfrngtlﬁnal IDru portunities for youth participation. Key strategies in that
ontrol Programme ( ), and had ratified the releva gard included national policies and planning, school-based

United ,\(;atrllonz COF‘V‘?”“?”S ‘Q“%l]; 3971 andd1988. Senega, ntervention, youth-friendly health services and outreach
oppose ,t € decrimina |zfat|o.n ordrugs and was engage I’ﬁ]ough non-governmental organizations and the
efforts with international institutions and their partners tQnt ; ;

) s ! ertainment media.

implement the measures adopted in that field. In that regar(?, _ o

his delegation underlined the importance of the documerd§- UNICEF welcomed the Declaration on the Guiding
adopted at the twentieth special session of the GeneP4inciples of Drug Demand Reduction adopted by the General
Assembly devoted to countering the world drug promerﬁ}ssembly at its special session on drugs, held in June 1998,
particularly the Political Declaration, the Declaration on th@nd supported the focus on young people and demand
Guiding Principles of Drug Demand Reduction and theeduction. UNICEF had participated in the Youth Vision

measures to strengthen international cooperation to addrdg§nesse Drug Abuse Prevention Forum organized by the
the world drug problem. United Nations International Drug Control Programme

. . ... . (UNDCP) in April 1998 at Banff, Canada, and had
22. Ms. C;amara (Guinea) said t.hat the F’mb'em, of '”'_C't cooperated with UNDCP and the United Nations Educational,
drugs continued to worsen WorIqude, particularly in Afrlc_aS ientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in the
where, even Fhough large quantities ofdrugs had been SEIz6 hning and organization of activities presented in parallel
drug t'rafflckll-ng and abuse were on the_ Increase owing {8 ye ywentieth special session of the General Assembly. On
Af_rlcas political and economic instability, among otherth t occasion, the Executive Director of UNICEF had stressed
things. It was therefore essential to strengthen internatio A t young people were not the problem and that too often

cooperation with a view to eradicating the scourge of drugt?feir rights are not adequately taken into account or protected.

HerIGovetrntr_nent fcct)rr:tmuclad to Iakebthe _neC(Iassary aCtl'onU'NICEF had also had the opportunity to participate in the
impiementation ot the relevant subregional, régional aRg, 4 conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth, which
international conventions, in accordance with the natlonﬁ

. o . d been organized by the Government of Portugal and held
plan of action which it had presented at the twentieth specjg Lisbon from 7 to 11 August998. In cooperation with the

session. In particular, it had ratified the various releva%Orld Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations
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Population Fund (UNFPA) and the Joint United Nations had been made to promote the inclusion of drug awareness
Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), UNICEF had helped and prevention programmes in school curricula and to

to prepare a background paper on youth, health and encourage community groups to undertake consciousness-
development and had worked with the key partners and raising activities. The authorities, non-governmental
organizers of the Conference to ensure that the Lisbon organizations and civil society had worked together to combat
Declaration dealt not only with illicit drugs but also with the the scourge of drugs at all levels. For example, legislative
negative effects of tobacco and alcohol. reforms had been enacted in order to combat money-

26. InAugustL998, the UNICEF office in Brazil had hostedIaundering; the legal and judicial systems, particularly in the

the second meeting of the Inter-Regional Programming GroﬁPea of sentencing, and judicial cooperation had bee_n
on Young People in Crisis in cooperation WitfNDCP strengthened; and the Framework Treaty on Democratic

WHO and the UNAIDS secretariat. The purpose of th(,;ﬁecurityin Central America had established new guidelines

meeting had been to promote national activities to protect t a_rmledlfor(_:(;s in the region during rt]hehcomllgg mlll_enn;]um,
rights of particularly vulnerable young people and hafarticularly with respect to matters which would require those

included a focus on drugs. Finally, UNICEF would continuéOrces to carry out pperation_s tp cqmbat licit traffickin_g in
to strengthen its cooperation with UNDCP and its othéjrrugs and international trafficking in arms and explosives.

partners and was about to embark on a major initiative with  29. At the international level, the Central American
WHO, the World Bank and other partners, the primary Governments had participated actively in the work of the
purpose of which was the protection of young people from Commission on Narcotic Drugs acting as a preparatory body
tobacco. for the twentieth special session of the General Assembly, and

27. Mr. Garcia Gonzalez (El Salvador), speaking also onin the discussions held during the session. The General
behalf of Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua d’hase_mbly had adopted a Decl_aratlon 9_” the Gwd_mg
Panama, said that few issues were as controversial or ha&’HEC'p'?S of Drug D(_amanq Reductlon, a Political I_Deg:laratlon
great an impact at all levels as the one currently und@Pd Action Plan aga!nst III|C|tManufacture, Trafﬂcklng and
discussion. The Central American countries had taken a serig&/Se OT Amphetamlne-type Stlmulants and their Precursors
of joint measures to mitigate and eradicate the Consequen@Qéj various measures aner alla_, precursor c_ontrol, the

of drug addiction in the subregion. Those measures includBEPmOt'_on of J_Ud'c'al _cooperatlon, _counterlng money-
the formulation of regional policies, the conclusion of mutudfundering and international cooperation on the eradication

cooperation and assistance agreements between the nati@hdlficit drug crops and on alternative development. The

bodies responsible for combating illicit trafficking in drugsf""dc’ption ofthe action plan on demand reduction would be of

the implementation of joint operations, the exchange gfeat assistance in Fhe implementatior_1 of measures agreed
information and the strengthening of judicial cooperation. THEPON at the twentieth special session of the General
programme of action adopted at the fifteenth summit meetiﬁ@sembly'

of Central American Presidents, held at Guacimo, Costa Rica, 30. UNDG®dhelp the Central American countries

in 1994, and the establishment of thdliance for the to perfect a subregional information system for the collection
Sustainable Development of Central America, had helpedto and analysis of data on drug abuse and to develop training
strengthen those measures. The relevant national authorities programmes in the areas of prevention, treatment and
and the Permanent Central American Committee for the ikhébn. Those ountries should also be provided with
Eradication of the lllicit Production, Trafficking and Use of technical advice and assistance so that they could establish
Precursor Chemicals and Psychotropic Substances and specialized laboratories for drug detection or improve
Related Crimes had been instructed to present detailed existing ones and with samples of drugs and their precursors
periodic reports on the progress achieved and problems and substitutes for purposes of comparative analysis.
encqu_ntered in orQer to evaluate impIemenFation of tl?l. With regard to measures adopted at the level of the
provisions of the Action Plan_on the matFer, which had beg ericas, there had been satisfactory progress towards the
ad_opt_ed at the _above-ment!oned meetlng and reflected wsqablishment of a system for the objective evaluation of
priorities established at the international level. decisions taken by States members of the Organization of

28. Withregard to demand reduction, the Central American American States.

Governments had focused on carrying out assessments §Qd The Central American Governments reaffirmed their

on the preliminary results of various studies conducted in ﬂ&%mmitment to resolute pursuit of the struggle against drugs,

subregion, which con_ﬂrmed an increase in the use of druﬁ’ﬁplementation of the decisions taken at the twentieth special
by adolescents and children. For that reason, particular efforts
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session of the General Assembly, to the extent permitted by
their capacities and resources, and strengthening of
subregional and national mechanisms, and drew attention to
the need to increase international cooperation in order to
achieve those goals. The Central American Governments
considered that, by so doing, they were making a modest
contribution to the international community’s endeavour to
free the world from drugs by the next millennium.

The meeting rose at 11.45 a.m



