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The PRESIDENT: | declare open the 806th plenary neeting of the
Conf erence on Di sar nanent.

Dear col | eagues, we open our proceedi ngs today on a sonbre note. | am
sure that you will have listened with dismay to the reports of the tragic
accident involving Swissair Flight 111. This flight nunber, of course, is
famliar to many of us and the fact that its destination was our host city
of Geneva neans that this tragedy strikes close to hone. | should like to
express our synpathy to Ambassador Hofer, and through himto the Sw ss
authorities and people on this tragic event. Qur thoughts and synpathi es go
out to all the victins and bereaved of whatever nationality they may be.

M. HOFER (Switzerland) (translated from French): On behalf of the
Swi ss del egati on and my Governnment and of the victinms' famlies and friends,
| should like to thank you for the many proofs of synpathy that you and the
Conf erence have shown in connection with this terrible disaster. You can
be assured that the Conference's nmessages will be passed on to the people
concerned, to our authorities and to all the famlies stricken by this
cat ast rophe

The PRESIDENT: | have on ny list of speakers for today the Chairman
of the Ad Hoc Committee under item 1 of the agenda entitled “Cessation of
the nucl ear arns race and nucl ear di sarmanent”, the Chairnman of the
Ad Hoc Committee on Effective International Arrangenents to Assure
Non- Nucl ear - Weapon St ates Agai nst the Use or Threat of Use of Nucl ear Weapons,
and the representative of Israel. As | informed you at the informal plenary
meeting held yesterday, | intend also to report to you on the consultations
the presidency has held pursuant to paragraph 1 of decision CD/1501, which
requires the President to “pursue intensive consultations and seek the views
of its Menbers on appropriate nethods and approaches for dealing with agenda
item1l entitled ' Cessation of the nuclear arns race and nucl ear di sarmanent’,
taking into consideration all proposals and views on this iteni.

I should now like to give the floor to Anbassador Mark Mher of Canada,
who will introduce the report of the Ad Hoc Conmittee under item 1 of the
agenda entitled “Cessation of the nuclear arnms race and nucl ear disarmanent”,
as contai ned in docunent CD/ 1555.

M. MOHER (Canada): As you have already done, | draw the attention
of the plenary to docunment CD/ 1555 of 1 Septenber 1998 which contains the
report of the Ad Hoc Conmittee under item 1l of the agenda entitled “Cessation

of the nuclear arnms race and nucl ear disarmanment”. It is my pleasure, on
behal f of the Ad Hoc Conmittee, to submit this report to the plenary for
its consideration and adoption. |In doing so, I wish to express ny

appreciation to all nenbers of the Ad Hoc Conmittee for the very constructive
and substantive approach taken to the work of the Ad Hoc Conmittee in the
sessions that we have held, and I would also |ike to thank the secretariat, in
particular M. Zaleski, who is the Secretary of the Ad Hoc Comrittee, for al

of their help over the |last period of days.
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The PRESIDENT: | should like to thank the Chairman of the
Ad Hoc Committee for the presentation of his report. At this stage,
understand that the report of the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Comrittee on
Ef fective International Arrangements to Assure Non-Nucl ear-Wapon States
Agai nst the Use or Threat of Use of Nucl ear Wapons, as contained in
docunent CD/ 1554, is even now being distributed to the Conference. 1In the
ci rcunst ances, Anbassador de lcaza, could | ask you to present the report
formally, sir?

M. de | CAZA (Mexico) (translated from Spanish): As this is the first
time that | have taken the floor in a formal plenary of the Conference since
you assuned the presidency, | wish to repeat the congratul ations that | have
al ready conveyed to you in informal plenaries and to offer you ny delegation's
cooperation in the discharge of your very inportant duties.

On 16 March | ast the Conference established the Ad Hoc Conmittee under
item4 of the agenda to negotiate for the purpose of reaching agreenents on
effective international arrangenents to assure non-nucl ear-weapon States
agai nst the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons. On 14 May the
Conference on Disarmament did nme the honour of appointing me Chairman of
the Ad Hoc Committee, for which honour and trust | express ny appreciation

The Conmittee held nine neetings and exchanged interesting views on
security assurances, especially concerning their purpose and the nature and
scope of those that have been given so far. A sunmary of the views that were
expressed is annexed to, and fornms an integral part of the report that was
adopted by the Ad Hoc Comrittee at its ninth nmeeting on the first of this
month, that is, the day before yesterday.

On behalf of the Commttee, | submit to the plenary of the Conference
docunent CD/ 1554, which contains this self-explanatory report. | would
like to express ny thanks to the del egations that participated in the work
and to the secretariat of the Conference, and very particularly to
M. Vladi mr Bogonolov, for the support extended to the Chairman of the
Conmittee.

The PRESIDENT: | thank the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Conmittee for the
presentation of his report and for the kind words addressed to the Chair. To
par aphrase the Duke of Wellington on another occasion, the circulation of this
report was “a damed close thing”. Thank you very much, secretariat.

In accordance with past practice, it is nmy intention to put the two
reports that were introduced by Anbassador de |Icaza and Anmbassador Mbher, as
cont ai ned in docunments CD/ 1554 and CD/ 1555 respectively, for adoption by the
Conference at the next plenary neeting on Tuesday, 8 Septenber 1998.

M. LAMDAN (lsrael): Since | shall be relinquishing ny post in Geneva

in Cctober, | take the floor to take my | eave of you, the delegates to the
Conference on Disarmanment. But at the outset though, I should like to join in
t he expressions of synpathy and, | fear, condolence to the Swi ss Government

and people on the terrible tragedy they have suffered today.
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(M. _Landan, Israel)

It has in fact been a genui ne pleasure and a privilege to work with
you all over the last four years. | would also salute several coll eagues,
in absentia, as it were, who nmade their mark on the CD over the period but
who, given the nature of our profession, have noved on el sewhere.

I shall leave with sone enduring nenories - of serious, and sonetines
| ess than serious debate; of swift and occasionally cutting repartee; of
surrealistic exchanges in the mdst of tense negotiations; of nmonents of
grand theatre which | eft one wondering whether one was witness to a G eek
tragedy or sinple burlesque, of “Smling Buddhas”, of intimte definitions of
“irresistible desires” and of theol ogi cal exegesis on the subtle differences
between “on” and “under” in the English |anguage. But in the main, | shal
| eave with nenories of nen and wonmen of character and integrity, attenpting to
grapple with the agoni zing dilemas of disarmanment, which, if left unresolved,
will gravely affect the future of mankind and, | dare say, of humanity as we
know t hem t oday.

I leave also with sone feelings of achievenent, or at |east of having
been party to a positive process which, despite the prophets of gloom is
novi ng forward, however slowy. | had a hand in Israel's acceptance, together
with others, as a full nenber of this Conference. | took a nodest part in the
negoti ati ons on CTBT, to whose text Israel made significant contributions and
which Israel was among the first to sign. Recently, it fell to me to deliver
my Governnent's decision not to stand in the way of negotiations on an FMCT
Somet hi ng has been achi eved over the last four years, and the CD | ooks set to
achi eve nore over the next few years.

Israel is not given to making programmati c speeches on a periodic basis
about our national positions. It was indeed over a year after becomng a
menber of the CD that the Director-General of our Foreign Mnistry attended
this forumin Septenber 1997 and set out those positions in sone detail
Their fundamentals are likely to remain constant for the foreseeable future.
They revol ve essentially around two points. First, that for us disarmanment
is a regional issue, enbracing all countries of the Mddle East and to be
negotiated directly by them Second, that peacenaki ng precedes di sarnmanent.
Confi dence-buil di ng neasures on the way to peace, certainly - but disarnmanent
bef ore maki ng peace, and before putting that peace to the test, is fool hardy
and scarcely a viable policy for national defence.

We are also not in the habit of politicizing the debates at the CD
VWhilst it is obvious that the CD deals with matters heavy with politica
inmport, this forumis not the General Assenbly of the United Nations, nor
the Security Council nor, for that matter, the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts.

It is a negotiating body, the sole nultilateral forumfor the negotiation of
international instruments in the area of disarmanment. W would be derelict in
our duty if we allowed the CD to be sidetracked by political squabbling or if
it were to lose its prinmary raison d' étre.

At the same time, | nust admit that it has taken al m ghty efforts of
self-restraint on ny part not to reply to the jibes and the hectoring of
certain menbers of the CD fromthe Mddle East region. Two of them in



CD/ PV. 806
5

(M. _Landan, Israel)

particul ar, never mss a trick, even though they choose to forget that it

was their declared policies in the 1950s and the 1960s of destroying |srael
root and branch, which obliged us to assume our defensive posture. One of

t hem even takes unbrage at references to our national security, which, to say
the least, is bizarre, considering what the CD is about.

One last, serious word. If I may, | would like to invite menmbers to
contenpl ate the unhappy fact that Israel lives in a dangerous place. W do
not have the confort of residing in the anti podes. W do not have the
reassurance of being part of a powerful military alliance or even living under
its unbrella. In the Bible, we were pronmsed a “land flowing with mlk and
honey”. Perhaps God should have added a footnote to the effect that, in tine,
our region would be overflowing with arms and aninosity. One CD nenber in the
M ddl e East is clearly enbarked on a programme of nmilitary nuclearization
despite its posturing and protestations to the contrary - and in wtness
thereof, it recently tested a new and powerful delivery system Another
has had its nucl ear programe dismantled by the Security Council, but
woul d doubt| ess be disposed to resune it, given half a chance. Severa
M ddl e Eastern countries have extensive progranmes for weapons of mass
destruction. Israel is bound to remain vigilant. W shall continue to adopt
positions in this forumwi th the greatest of discretion and deli berateness,
whol Iy in accordance with our national security interests.

At the sane tinme, we are conmtted to the processes of disarnmanent and
to the work of this Conference. W are also conmitted to a world freed from
the threat of arns, both conventional and non-conventional, in which all can
live at peace. We will continue to do our part. Hence, let ne wish you al
success in the future endeavours of the CD, in the hope that this is not
merely a farewell but that, in the fullness of tinme, your efforts - our
conbined efforts - will culmnate in a “farewell to arns”, duly negoti ated,
in full transparency and by consensus.

The PRESIDENT: | thank the representative of Israel for his statenent
and for the kind words addressed to the Chair. |In view of the fact that we
will be having a drafting session later on this norning, | will refrain from

of fering advice on the drafting of the comrmtnent received by Israel from
the Al m ghty.

M. Anbassador, seriously, as the first representative of your country
to the Conference on Di sarmanment since your country's adm ssion as a ful
menber of the Conference, you have had to present and defend the positions of
your CGovernnment on the issues under discussion in the Conference. You have
done so, sir, with authority, perseverance and diplomatic talent. | have
certainly enjoyed working with you, sir, and | should like to express to you
and your famly our very best wi shes for continued success and persona
happi ness.

M. AFZAL (Pakistan): M. President, nmay | join you and others in
ext endi ng our condol ences to the Government of Switzerland on this tragedy of
whi ch we heard this norning.



CD/ PV. 806
6

(M. Afzal, Pakistan)

My intervention is to informthe Conference that ny del egati on has
requested the CD secretariat to circulate the follow ng docunments as
of ficial docunments of the Conference. These are: the statenment by
M . Cohar Ayub Khan, Foreign M nister of Pakistan, made in the Conference
on 19 March 1998; the statenment by Anmbassador Munir Akram made in the
Conference on 14 May 1998; the statenent by Anmbassador Munir Akram nmade in the
Conference on 2 June 1998; and the statenent by Anmbassador Munir Akram made in
the Conference on 30 July 1998. | have also to request you that these
docunents be included in the list of other documents in the report to the
General Assenbly which we are negotiating at this nmoment.

The PRESIDENT: | thank the representative of Pakistan and | amgratefu
to himfor having given me advance warning of his statement. The request is
not ed.

I would Iike at this stage to report to the Conference on the
consul tations which the presidency has undertaken, in accordance with
paragraph 1 of decision CD/ 1501, to seek the views of nmenbers of the
Conf erence on appropriate nethods and approaches for dealing with agenda
iteml. | amdoing so today in order that the Conference can consider ny
findings before we neet to adopt the annual report on Tuesday next.

As the Conference is aware, on Wednesday, 19 August, | convened inform
open-ended consul tations to allow del egations to express their points of view
foll owi ng the adoption of decision CD/1547. | repeat, | was grateful to those

del egati ons who took part for the constructive and forward-I|ooking manner in
whi ch they set out their positions. The exchange of views which took pl ace
reveal ed a di vergence of opinion between those del egati ons who believed that

t he Conference should now concentrate its energies on |aunching the

negoti ations for a ban on the production of fissile material for nuclear
weapons or other nucl ear explosive devices, which they regarded as the next,
necessary step towards nucl ear di sarmanent, and those who believed that the
Conf erence needs also to establish an ad hoc comrittee or sonme ot her mechani sm
for addressing nuclear disarmanment. Indeed, the distinguished representative
of Chile, Anmbassador ||l anes, speaking on behalf of the Goup of 21, recalled
t hat nucl ear di sarmanent renained the “highest priority” for his Goup. Oher
speakers pointed to the fact that a number of proposals for addressing nucl ear
di sarmanent, including those presented during previous sessions, renmained on
the table, and should be taken up. It was al so suggested that the presidency
shoul d i nvestigate the possibility of attenpting a synthesis of existing
proposal s to see whether a basis for consensus m ght be established.

In the short period which has el apsed since these informal consultations
I have consul ted individual delegations and the coordinators of the regiona
groups. These consultations have confirnmed the inportance which is attached
to finding a satisfactory basis for dealing with agenda item 1. However,

there remain differing views on precisely what that basis should be. In ny
judgenent, and despite the assurances of flexibility and noderati on which |
have received fromall quarters, del egations' positions are still too far

apart to be bridged even through the nost ingenious drafting.
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(The President)

There is now no prospect of agreeing at this session on the
establishnent of any further nmechanismto address nucl ear disarmanent. |
therefore believe that the mandate given to successive presidencies by
deci si on CD/ 1501, which relates to the Conference's 1998 programre of work, is

technically spent. Nevertheless, given the inportance of this issue, | assune
t hat del egati ons would not wish this report to be the last word on the
subject. Indeed, despite the inconclusive outcome, a nunber of del egations

have told me that they have found the consultative process initiated by

deci sion CD/ 1501 to be useful and that they would favour its continuation in
some formor other. | would like, therefore, to reconmmend that the Troika
consul tations which arose from paragraph 1 of CD/ 1501 resunme at the start of
the 1999 session of the Conference on Di sarnmanent.

Before adjourning, | should like to rem nd you that we will hold an
informal plenary neeting inmmediately following this plenary neeting, in
order to address the outstanding issues concerning our draft annua
report to the United Nations General Assenbly. This concludes our business
for today. The next plenary neeting of the Conference will be held on
Tuesday, 8 Septenber 1998, at 10 a.m, at which tinme | intend to proceed to
the adoption of our draft annual report to the fifty-third session of the
United Nations General Assenbly and to conclude the 1998 session of the
Conf erence

M. SHI SHECHI HA (Islam c Republic of Iran): M. President, since this
is the first tine | take the floor, | would |ike to congratul ate you on your
assunption of the presidency of the Conference at this juncture.

I would also like to add ny voice to the previous speakers and express
my del egation's condol ences to the Government and people of Switzerland on the
Swi ssair crash

Just for the record, one delegation referred to the source of
instability and danger in the Mddle East. The source of instability in this
region is not hidden from anyone, either in the region of the Mddle East or
in other regions of the world. It goes wthout saying that the unsafeguarded
nucl ear facilities and other programmes for production of weapons of nass
destruction are the main source of instability and rearmanent in the region
Again just for the record, | officially announce here that the recent mssile
test in ny country is solely for defence purposes and does not threaten any
country in the world.

The PRESIDENT: | thank the representative of Iran and for his kind
wor ds addressed to the Chair.

M. de | CAZA (Mexico) (translated from Spanish): M. President, ny
del egation listened carefully to the report that you were kind enough to give
us today with regard to the presidential consultations on agenda item 1. |
think that it would be inportant for this report to be circulated so that we
can have it and analyse it thoroughly, and that reference should be made to
this plenary in the Conference's report in the sane way as references are
included to the reports that have been given by the Special Coordinators on
ot her itens.




CD/ PV. 806
8

The PRESIDENT: You have all heard the request of the Anbassador of
Mexico. | amflattered that he wi shes to accord status to ny report that ny
predecessors did not apparently enjoy, but | have obviously no objection

M. GREY (United States of Anmerica): M understanding is that normally
on these reports you only have the reports of Ad Hoc Committees in the
official report. If we were to include your statement in the report, | should
like also to include the reports of the Special Coordinators as well.

The PRESI DENT: Anbassador de lcaza, | amjust trying to establish in ny
own mnd the precise extent of your request: it is that the statenment | have
just made should be circulated as a CD docunent ?

M. de |CAZA (translated from Spanish): Yes, sir, | would like
reference to be made to it in the report just as reference is made in the
report to the reports of the Special Coordinators.

The PRESIDENT: You are asking for the statement which | have just nade
to be distributed as a CD docunent and for reference to be nade to it in the
report which we will be considering shortly? That's a 'yes'?

M. de |ICAZA (translated from Spanish): M. President, in
paragraph 16 of the draft report nmention is nade of a report presented by
t he Speci al Coordinator on expansion; in paragraph 19 we speak of a report
presented by the Special Coordinator on the review of the agenda, and so on
and so on. It's necessary that, with regard to this very inmportant item on
whi ch the presidency was entrusted with hol ding special consultations and for
whi ch the presidency itself took responsibility, reference be made to the fact
that the President gave his final report and that that final report appears in
docunent such and such

The PRESI DENT: Thank you, M. Anbassador. | see no objection to
proceedi ng as you have suggest ed.

| see no other speakers. This plenary stands adjourned.

The neeting rose at 11 a.m




