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Letter of transmittal

5 November 1998
Sir,

The Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of
the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories has the honour to transmit
to you herewith, in accordance with paragraphs 5, 6 and 7 of General Assembly resolution
52/64 A of 10 Decembet997, a periodic report updating information contained in the
thirtieth report, of which it adopted and presented to you on 4 March 1998 (A/53/136). The
present periodic report has been prepared in order to bring to your attention, and to the
attention of the General Assembly, updated information on the human rights situation in the
occupied territories.

The present periodic report covers the period from 1 January to 31 May 1998. Itis based
on written information gathered from various sources among which the Special {fteam
has selected relevant excerpts and summaries, which are reflected in the report.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

(Signed John deSaram
Chairman of the Special Committee to
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting
the Human Rights of the Palestinian
People and Other Arabs of the
Occupied Territories

His Excellency Mr. Kofi Annan
Secretary-General of the United Nations
New York
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|. Introduction by the Special Committee during the period from 1 January
to 31 May 1998. The Special Conittee has followed the

1. In its resolution 52/64 of 10 Decemb@®97, the situation in the occupied territories on a day-to-day basis by

General Assembly: means of reports appearing in the Israeli press and in the

. ) i . Arab-language and Englishfdiguage newspapers published
5. Requesthe Special Committee, pending j, the gccupied territories. It has also examined a number
complete termination of the Israeli occupation, Q¢ communications and reports from Governments,

continue to investigate Israeli policies and practices iy ganizations and individuals pertaining to the period covered
the occupied Palestinian territory, including .JerusalerBythe report.

and other Arab territories occupied by Israel since ) )

1967, especially Israeli lack of compliance with thé-  The geographical names and the terminology employed
provisions of the Geneva Convention relative to thi the present report reflect the usage in the original sources
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12and do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever
August1949, and to consult, as appropriate, with then '_[he part gf the Special Committee or the Secretariat of the
International Committee of the Red Cramscording to United Nations.

its regulations in order to ensure that the welfare and

human rights of the peoples of the occupied territorie . . .

are safegguarded angto Fr)eport to the Segretary—GenejAr Informqtlon received by the SpeC|aI
as soon as possible and whenever the need arises Committee

thereafter;

“6. Also requestshe Special Committee to A- General situation

submit regularly to the Secretary-General periodic .
reports on the current situation in the occupied 1. General developments and policy statements

Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem; 5.  On5 January 1998, the Minister of Local Government
“7.  Further requestshe Special Committee to of the Palestinian Authority, Sa’eb Erekat, condemned an

continue to investigate the treatment of prisoners in tHgéraeli decision to freeze the full reopening of Hebron’s

occupied Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, arishehada Street and to reinforce Israeli security arrangements

other Arab territories occupied by Israel since 19671n the area. Shehada Street is a major artery in Hebron,
linking the part under the control of the Palestinian Authority

2. The Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practic? the Israeli-controlled sectorThe Jerusalem Time®
Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People a hnuary)

Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories continued its wor
under the rules of procedure contained in its first report to tfle ~ On 8 January, in a speech made in Jerusalem before
Secretary-General and held the second of its series Jgwish parliamentarians from all over the world, Prime
meetings from 30 May to 9 June 1998 at Geneva, Cair¥linister Benjamin Netanyahu stated that Israel refused to
Amman and Damascus. On 28 May 1998, the Permanégvert to the pre-June 1967 armistice lines on the grounds that
Mission of Sri Lanka to the United Nations informed thdt could not “go back to being a country that was 10 or 12
Secretariat of the United Nations (Office of the Unitedilometres wide”. In an appeal to the Palestinian Authority,
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights) that théhe Prime Minister also declared that if the Palestinian
Government of Sri Lanka had appointed John de Sarafwthority fulfilled its obligations, such as fighting
Permanent Representative of Sri Lanka to the United Natiofiggrrorism”,  dismantling  “terrorist” infrastructure,

as its representative to serve on the Special Committee, we@nfiscating weapons, annulling the articles in the Charter of
immediate effect, in place of Janaka Nakkawita. The secoHt¢ Palestine Liberation Organization which called for Israel’s
series of meetings was therefore attended by John de Sa@gatruction, and stopping incitement, Israel would offer a
(Sri Lanka), who acted as Chairman, Absa Claude Dialfgrther redeploymentJerusalem Pos9 January)

(Senegal) and Dato’ Abdul Majid Mohamed (Malaysia). 7, On 8 January, the Palestinian Authority condemned
3.  The situation in the Arab territories occupied by Israelsrael’s announcement of the expansion of the Efrat settlement
as it affects the human rights of the civilian population, i# the West Bank through the addition of 600 housing units.
described in section Il of the present report. The informatidrfrat lies to the south of Bethlehem on land belonging to the
contained in the report reflects written information received!lage of Al Khadr. (The Jerusalem Time&6 January)
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8. On 12 January, the Palestinian Authority General was the only way left to the Palestinians to gain their rights
Intelligence raided a warehouse in Nablus where Hamas and achieve their dealisalem Pos25 January)

activists were mixing chemicals for makeshift bombs. Fo 3
men in their early twenties were arrestedhé¢ Jerusalem
Times 16 January)

On 25 January, Israel’s insistence that the Palestinian
Covenant be revised by the Palestine National Council was
reiterated by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's

9.  On 13 January, the Cabinet reached an agreement on communications adviser David Bar lllan. He stated that the
a document spelling out the Palestinian Authority's Covenant revision was a sine qua non for any further IDF
obligations to maintain security and dismantle the “terrorist” redeploymentin the territories. Palestinian officials rejected
infrastructure in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. It made Israel’'s demand on the grounds that articles calling for the
the fulfilment of these conditions an irrevocable prerequisite  destruction of Israel had already been annulled in 1996.
for any future withdrawals by the Israeli Defence Forceslergsalem Pos26 January)

(IDF). The Cabinet also appointed an inter-ministerial teamy,

consisting of IDF and General Security Service (GS% h

{Jersonlnel, as vyell K‘AS representatlves (?f thePFcl)relgq 4%erusalem’s OId City and to boost security measures there.
nternlg Selerrrl:y i |n|sftr|§s, tod monltobr | a esltlnlan.We are planning to install closed-circuit television which
compliance. e list of demands set by lIsrael as & enaple us to view most of the streets in the Old City”, he

precondition to its redeployment in the territories was rejectey nounced, indicating that the number of blue (regular) police
by the Palestinians on the grounds that they had honoured h the green (border) policemen would also be increased.

their obligations. Chief Palestinian negotiator Nabil Sha'a he Government is said to have been pledging additional

accused I_srael ofeteption, of c_:oncoctlng a pIOY to makeﬂsecurity in the OId City for some time, especially following
sure that it would not have to implement anything at al

_ ; ) - ~- “"the murder of a yeshiva student there on 20 November.
According to Mr. Sha’ath, Prime Minister Benjz_amm Jerusalem PosP8 January)
Netanyahu was unable to carry out new militar
redeployment, as required under the Oslo Accords, becad§e On 27 January, it was reported that a new study book
of the opposition of several ministers in his Cabinefor elementary schools issued by the Ministry of Education
(Ha’aretz, Jerusalem PostL4 January) to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the foundation of the State
flsrael ignored completely the existence of the Palestinian

10. On 20 January, during a meeting with President BjJ| . : : L
eople in Israel, the conflict with the Palestinians before and
Clinton of the United States of America in Washington, D.C P

. L o . ) fter the creation of Israel, as well as the peace process with
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu rejected a wnhdraw? P P

On 27 January, Internal Security Minister Avigdor
alani pledged to deploy an additional 200 police officers

; than 9.5 t of the West Bank on th e Palestinians over the past years. The book presented the
rom more than 3.5 per cent ofthe West Bank on the groun gsicconceptsofindependenceandsovereignty, such as the

that he did nqt have a _mandat_e from h"f’ Cabmgt fpr a IargIgFocIamations of Independence, the State’s symbol, the Israeli
puII-’back, which could jeopardize Israel’s security mterestﬁag and the national anthem. It surveyed major events in the
(Ha'aretz, 22 January) history of Israel, especially the wars with the Arab States, the

11. On 23 January, it was reported that the Gush Shalom absorption ofimmigration and the peace process. The chapter
(Peace Block) movement had distributed a list of Israeli on the wars of Israel states that the War of Independence
violations of the Oslo and Hebron Accords which was longer broke out when “Arab armies invaded the country and
than the list of the Palestinian violations compiled by the attacked communities and highways. Our soldiers repulsed
Israeli Cabinet. Examples included in the list were the safe them and tried to break the siege of Jerusalem. Our forces
passages between the West Bank and Gaza Strip, which Gush  took control of the centre of the country, the Galilee and the
Shalom claimed should have been implemented in September area stretching from the Negev to Eilat. The Old City fell to
1994; the promised release of all Palestinian prisoners who Jordan”. The passage did not mention the long fights between
had served two thirds of their sentences; and the abolition of the Jewtigihreat fighters and the Palestinians during the

the Civil Administration in the West BankJérusalem Post first months of the war and ignored the fact that the Arabs had

23 January) declared war because of their opposition to thé@iBarPlan,

12.  On 24 January, Hamas leader Sheikh Ahmad YaséfYHiCh envisaged the establishment of two States, Jewish and

called on Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat Arab, side by side. The chapter on fhe “peace process
join his movement in waging a *holy war’ against thepetween Israel and the Arab countries”, tells of the treaties

“occupiers”. Sheikh Yassin called on all the Palestinians fggned with Egypt_ and Jordan. The Oslo Agreements a_nd the
unite in an armed struggle against Israel, charging that tH§2ce Process with the Palestinians, even the very existence
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ofthe Palestinians, were not mentioned atldi'@retz, 27 January)

16. On 30 January, it was reported that the Israeli polié
had set up a new border guard unit post in the Christian
Quarter of the Old City of Jerusalem. Israeli sources said the
decision was made within the framework of a plan to redeploy

full sovereignty over 3 per cent of the remaining land.
Ié|a’aretz 23 February)

20. On 6 March, it was reported that a census by the
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) revealed a
larger than expected population in the West Bank and Gaza.

inside the Old City in the wake of the killing of a settler two  According to Israeli estimates, the population figure was

months earlier. The Jerusalem Timg80 January)

17. On 12 February, Palestinian Authority President Yass?
Arafat threatened that the intifada would be renewed and t
he would “cross out” the peace accords with Israel

negotiations failed. He also stated that he would declard=4

approximately 2.4 million in the West Bank and Gaza and

l")out 170,000 in East Jerusalem. The PCBS figures are at
ds with Israeli estimates which state that there are 2.9

[pillion people in the West Bank and Gaza a32i3,000 in

st Jerusalem. This figure does not include 325,000

Palestinian state in 1999 regardless of the outcome of tR8/estinians who have residency rights in the West Bank and

peace talks. Mr. Arafat spoke in Ramallah to 40

65aza but have been living abroad for over one yehine(

Palestinians, including Legislative Council members and*§"USalem Times March)

delegation of Israeli Arabs, to mark the start of the

21.

On 12 March, in a direct appeal to Palestinians, Prime

commemorations of the fiftieth anniversary of the 1948 Minister Benjamin Netanyahu calledllihg &f three

“Catastrophe” that led to thousands of Palestinians
abandoning or being forced out of their homes. Palestinian
Authority Minister of Information and Cultural Affairs,

Yasser Abed Rabbo, stated that despite the tragedy and

suffering, the meeting symbolized the unity of the Palestinian

people who were entitled to return to their homeland and seek
self-determination and statehood with Jerusalem as the

capital. Mr. Arafat's statements drew sharp criticism from
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu who stated that they

Palestinian workers by IDF soldiers at the Tarkumiya
roadblock on 10 March “a tragic mistake”. He defended,

however, the action of the soldiers, stating that they believed

they were the target of a “terrorist” attack. Stating that he
understood the Palestinians’ pain, he called for peace talks
to be resumed in order to bring a futaeecdpd hope for

the two peoples and prevent new tragedies. Mr. Netanyahu’s

remarks were intended to help end Palestinian protests which

had swept the West Bank since the intidearetg,

were in violation of the Oslo Accords and would lead to theiderusalem Postl3 March)

cancellation. a'aretz, Jerusalem Post13 February; 22

Ha'aretz, 15 February)

18. On 17 February, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
repeated his determination to insist on his demand that

“terrorists” residing in the autonomous areas be handed over

On 13 March, Sheikh Hamed Bitawi stated that the

incident in Tarkumiya in which three Palestinian workers
were killed by IDF gunfire was tantamount to a “massacre”

carried out by Zionist occupiers and added that coexistence
between the Palestinians and Israel was impossible.

to Israel. Speaking at a meeting in the Knesset with familiederysalem Postl5 March)

of “terror” victims, Mr. Netanyahu stated that the Palestiniag3

On 15 March, a senior Israeli official stated that the

Authority had to know that if it did not abide by this demanq/eryfact that British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook intended

itcould not expect any diplomatic return;. The Knesset lat_ﬁ{ begin his visit to Jerusalem the following day with a tour
endorsed, byavote of 1510 3, a conc_:ll_Jdlng state_ment Wh'SPthe Har Homa settlement was “aqwocation that supports
a"‘?rfed that as long as the Palestinian Authorlt_y d_oes "Rk Palestinian claim to part of Jerusalem even before the final
fuliil its commitment (to hand over terron_sts) within thestatus talks begin”. The source contended that a tour of this
framework of the Oslo Accords and the written appendlc%nd was something that had never been done before by any

to t_h? Hebron_Agreemgnt_, Israel will not see itself °b"99‘_’ Bther visiting officials and doubted that a similar act would
fulfil its commitments within the framework of Oslo and will be carried out anywhere else in the world. Mr. Cook, who

take all legal steps it sees fit to eradicate terror and ensure E?ﬁted at first that he would visit the site with Palestinian

security of its citizens”. Jerusalem Postl8 February)

19. On 23 February, it was reported that the Government
stood by its position that Israel should retain 64 per cent of
the occupied territories during the interim phase of the
implementation of the Oslo Accords as a bargaining chip for
the final status negotiations. The Palestinian Authority is said
to have partial control over 24 per cent of the territories and

Authority Minister for Jerusalem Affairs, Faisal Husseini,

later recanted under Israeli pressure and stated that he would
make a private visit to the site. Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu vowed that Israel would soon begin the
construction of the controversial neighbourhood. Mr.
Netanyahu reiterated his Government’s commitment to
preserve Jerusalem’s current status as the undivided national
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capital. “Jerusalem”, he declared, “remains and will remain bubble of the Hebron Accord illusion had finally burst.
forever the indisputable, indivisible capital of Israel”. In Aharon Domb, Director-General of the Council of Jewish
another development, government officials rejected Mr. Communities in Judea, Samaria (West Bank) and Gaza,
Cook’s reported dvocacy of an IDF withdrawal in the West  declared that “a terrorist wearing a police uniform remains
Bank which would involve handing over to the Palestinian a terrorista’aretz, Jerusalem Postl7 March)

Authority 20 per cent of Area B and 20 per cent of Area C‘27

Int IS it Minister Aviador Kahalani stated that 2’ In his speech on 16 March reacting to the Tarkumiya
nternal Security Minister Avigdor Kahalani stated that a pu incident, West Bank Preventive Security Chief Jibril Rajoub

back.of .thl.s m_agnltude would be a direct blqw to Israel demanded that Israel bring to justice those responsible for the
security, indicating that he favoured an evacuation of betweﬁming of three Palestinian victims. He noted that in Israeli

.5 per cent apd 10 per cent of the areas in question. Speagfgsons there were no Israelis convicted of killing
in his capacr[y as chairman of the Th"d Way mo"em_em* M lestinians. Rajoub stressed there would not be any security
Kahalani also stated that the American proposal of wnhdraw(@il

; 13 f the West Bank Iso detri | operation with IDF in the Hebron area until after those
rom per cgnt ofthe West Bank was also detrimenta I’%sponsible for the Tarkumiya killings were put on tridlhe
national security.Jerusalem PostL6-17 March)

Jerusalem Time20 March)
24.  On 15 March, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu tolgg

the Cabinet that there was a worrying escalation of incider’%bin Cook’s controversial visit to Har Homa (in Jerusalem)
in the territories, partly owing to the Tarkumiya incident (irl_abour Party Chairman, Ehud Barak, stated that Har Hom,a
which three Palestinian workers were killed by IDF gunfire)was not a settlement. “There is no shred bt regarding
He_also stated that_ he regarded as Very serious an Inuden&ljp right to construct there”, he declared, explaining that Har
which shots_were fired frqm the Palestinian-controlled SeCtRf)ma was unequivocally within the Jerusalem city limits and
of Heprgn into the .‘]eW'Sh quarter a_nd demanded that thg, )| |5raelj governments, including Labour, upheld Israel’s
Pa!estlman A“thO”tY take, firm action to prevent SUCIi]ight to build there. He concluded by stating that a united
incidents from recurring Ha'aretz, 16 March) Jerusalem under full Israeli sovereignty was at the very heart
25. On 15 March, Ariel Sharon reportedly stated on Israeli  of the Israeli national conselesusalem Postl9 March)

:Elevr:smg thfatthlsrael had Ir;otl_?lvel'nBup on plzﬂs Itod“(la/lwdhaa.?g On 24 March, it was reported that the security services
€ head of tne Hamas Folitical bureau, Khale ISNGhad recently stepped up their level of alert in response to

presently located at Amman. In the wake of the recent lsrae\l/\'/'arnings of impending attacks by Hamas and the Islamic

Jordanian crisis owing to the botched assassination attemad in Israeli cities and against settlers in the occupied

on l\/_lis_hal in October 1997, the I_nfrgstructure Minister Sai[jerritories. At a recent strategy session, security sources
epr|C|tI_ythat _the attempt at I|qu|(_jat|on would not occur Ofyaluated a series of events over the previous 10 days that
Jordanian soil. The Jerusalem Time20 March) were conducive to the new state of heightened alert. These

26. On 16 March, the West Bank Preventive Security Chief, included the incident at the Tarkumiya roadblock where three
Jibril Rajoub, warned that settlers entering any Palestinian Palestinians were mistakenly shot dead by soldiers; the
Authority-controlled area with the intent of harming growing unrest on the Palestinian streets; the violent eviction
Palestinians would not leave alive. He also stated that he was of Palestinian “squatter” families by IDF from Israeli-
suspending security cooperation with IDF in Hebron until controlled territory; and the deadlock in the peace process.
further notice. Mr. Rajoub made his statements following an  Security sources reportedly stated that the situation in the
incident in Hebron’s Abu Sneinah neighbourhood, during territories was worse than ever. They claimed that there was
which some 30 settlers smashed the windshields of growing distrust between Israelis and Palestinians and that
Palestinian cars and stoned and beat residents. His Hamas, which had suffered several setbacks at the hands of
declarations brought angry reactions from Israeli GSS overthe year, was now making a complete recovery by
governmental officials and #iters. “Grave threats lead to an  taking over the Palestinian streets. A worrisome indication
escalation and hot-headedness at a time when we all need to  ofthis development, according to the sources, was that Hamas
concern ourselves with calming the atmosphere”, Prime had recruited many female university chemistry students into
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu stated, adding that the itsranks over the previous months. Finally, they warned that
Palestinians did not want to make progress in the peace talks. a“terrorist” attack launched from the controlled areas by the
Noam Arnon, the spokesman for the Hebron Jewish Palestinian Authority against Israel would cause the complete
community, stated that Rajoub’s remarks exposed the collapse of the peace préerssleém Pos24 March)

“barbaric and terrorist nature of the Palestinian Authority”.

“Murders remain murders”, he charged, adding that the

On 18 March, referring to British Foreign Secretary
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30. On 5 April, the Palestinian Authority arrested three known as “Theosuadings of Hebron”. According to
Palestinian men in connection with the assassination oftop Palestinian sources, the plan aims to encircle Palestinian
Hamas activist, Mehyeddin Sharif, on 29 March . According towns near the 1967 borders and to set up a row of Jewish
to the West Bank Preventive Security Chief Jibril Rajoub, the settlements to act as a buffer between the Palestinian towns
three men killed Sharif in an internal power struggle. All were  and the State of Isfde.Jerusalem Timeg24 April)

members of the military wing of Hamas, the 1zz Al-din al-36_

. ) On 17 April, it was reported that, according to a stud
Qassam brigadesT e Jerusalem Timeg0 April) D P d y

published by the Palestine branch of Defence for Children

31. On6 April, the Government issued a statement accusing International, a total of 464 Palestinians in the occupied
the Palestinian Authority of violating the Oslo Accords by territories were killed or injured by mines and leftover
being involved in the killing of Palestinians suspected of ilitary material over the past 30 years. The report covered
collaborating with Israel. According to the statement, 67 the period from June 196ugthi~ebruary. Of the 464
Palestinians had been killed and 96 injured since the victims, 144 were killed as a result of explosions, while 320
establishment of the Palestinian Authority in 1994. Israeli weoemded. The Jerusalem Timgs8 April)

officials charged that the Palestinian Authority put most of it§7 On 18 April, Palestinian Authority President Yasser

intelligence effort into monitoring and interrogating suspecte&rafat vowed that he would declare statehood @99 and
Palestinian collaborators. The Government statem plied that the Palestinians could turn to violence if their

indicated that the killing of collaborators violated article XVljemands were not met. In an interview broadcast by the

ofthe 1995 Osilo Il Accord, which stipulates that Pales“n""“"§alestinian Authority television, President Arafat stated “we

who have maintained contact with the Israeli authoritie(,;re not in a hurry (but) patience is limited. In 1999 we will
would not be subjected to acts of harassment, violen%pnnounce a state"Jérusalem PostL9 April.)

retribution or prosecution and that appropriate ongoing

measures would be taken in coordination with Israel in ord88-  On 20 April, Deputy Prime Minister Abdullah Ensour
to ensure their protection. Palestinian Authority officials wer@f Jordan stated that King Hussein had warned Prime Minister
not available for comment on the Israeli Government8enjamin Netanyahu that the Middle East could be plunged
allegations. In the past, however, the Palestinian Authoritjto “destructive darkness” unless peace talks with the
denied responsibility for the killing of collaborators, blaminga@lestinians made progresde(usalem Pos21 April)

their death on personal feud$ig'aretz Jerusalem Pos7 39, On 20 April, several ministers of the Israeli
April) Government demanded that the restrictions imposed on

32. On 8 April, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahusettlers concerning open-fire regulations me@ulled. Their

described a letter by the Peace Now movement to the Unitd@mand came after an incident in which a Jewish settler from
States administration calling for reinforced American effort¥la’aon was allegedly killed by Bedouin shepherds in a
to restart the stalled peace process a “disgful spectacle”. dispute over land on southern Mount Hebron. The incident
“This spectacle of going to a foreign power so that it will puteportedly generated fierce criticism from settlers, who

pressure on Israel”, he charged, “is disgracefulerusalem blamed the State Attorney's Office and the police for creating
Post 9 April) an atmosphere that forced them “to think twice before

opening fire”. Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Pos1 April
33. On 9 April, Hamas leader Abdel Aziz Rantisi who P ¢ H % > pril)

resides in Gaza, stated that Hamas would blame Israel for ¢ On 21 April, Government officials stated that the
killing of activist Sharif a few days earlierThe Jerusalem Palestinian Authority had deployed 16,000 more police
Times 10 April) officers than are allowed by the Oslo Accords, making the
Palestinian Authority-controlled areas one of the most heavily
) i - _ . policed areas in the world (while Switzerland has two officers
described as “the dangerous political options regarding,.  ooq residents and Spain 4.5, the Palestinian Authority
Jerusalem which were threatening peace in the Middle Ea ’:cls 16.7 policemen per 1,000 residents). The Palestinian
Diplomatic sources in Rome stated that the Pope had allu El‘}thority is allowed to deplo;/up to 24,000 policemen in the
to the Israeli construction in East Jerusalefdafaretz, West Bank and Gaza Strip under &895 interim agreement.
13 April) Israeli officials stated, however, that it had employed 40,000
35. On 14 April, the Israeli Minister of Infrastructure, Ariel  officers, 66 per cent more than are allodadisalem Post
Sharon, presented the Government with a plan providing for 22 April)

the setting up of six new settlements along the “Green Line”.

Palestinian sources indicated that the new settlement plan is

34. 0On 12 April, Pope John Paul Il condemned what
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41. On 22 April, the Secretary-General of the United of a second-phase withdrawal from the West Bank.
Nations, Kofi Annan, stated that there was concern that théerusalem Pos# May)

current impasse in the peace talks between Israel and On 11 May, Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Moussa

Palestinians could lead to further violence in the region. Météted that the Middle East peace process was embroiled in
Annan stated that there was considerable frustration amopg deepest crisis ever. “We are in the midst of an

Ara_b leaders at the lack of progress in the peace ProCe8Rhrecedented crisis since the beginning of the peace
adding that there was concern that desperate people WOH Efcess", Mr Moussa told Egypt's Nile Television, adding

r\eJ:sort t? V|0|I:()anc§3agalr.1| unless some progress were maﬁ']eat the current Israeli policies did not augur well for the
(Jerusalem Pos pril) future of the region.Jerusalem Postl2 May)

42. On 23 April, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu4 . On 12 May, Labour Party chairman Ehud Barak
threatened to annex parts of the West Bank should Pales“”bae%lared that Beit EI, Ofra and other settlements “are here to
Authority President Yasser Arafat unilaterally declare th§tay forever”. He stated that his Party had a set of red lines
establishment of a Palestinian statda(aretz 24 April) which it would cross under no circumstances. This included

43. On 28 April, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was a united Jerusalem under full and unequivocal Israeli
quoted as stating that giving up 6 per cent of the West Bank sovereignty and a settler population which would remain
was “no problem”, but that when the limit of 7 or 8 per cent under Israeli rule in large settlement blocks. “Under no
was passed, this became “very difficult”. Mr. Netanyahu circumstances”, he promised, “will Israel returrl@6the
explained that returning to the Palestinians more that 9 per borders”. Mr. Barak, who made his statements during a tour
cent of the land would make it very difficult to protect 40,000 of five settlements in Judea and Samaria (West Bank), had
Israeli children who travelled through the West Bank every warm words feseand s&lements: “| came here to see

day. Minister of Infrastructure Ariel Sharon also described how the settlements have developed. It is heartening to see
the evacuation of more than 9 per cent as “dangerous”, so much growth and progress. There are beautiful projects
indicating that it was essential for Israel to extricate itself here — the beauty is not only in the projects but is connected
from what he described as “the percentage marketplace”. Mr.  to the soul, the soul of Israeli society”.Mr. Barak’s statements
Sharon also warned that attempts to accelerate the process of excited favourable comments from settlers. The head of
transferring land to the Palestinians could entail the loss of Jewish Communities in Judea and Samaria (West Bank) and
water resources or sites designated for the installation of early Gaza, Pinhas Walerstein, stated that he woolakiregin |
warning devices.Jerusalem Pos28 April) for a home for Mr. Barak in the Beit El settlement. Other

44. On 2 May, an estimated 10,000 to 15,000 right-win ttlers noted that neither Yitzhak Rabin nor Shimon Peres

activists laid a symbolic cornerstone at Har Homa (Jebel A d made comments like Barak's when they were Prime

Ghneim) and pressed the Government to move ahead VMWistgrs. P?ace Now iSSl:Ied a statem?nt expressing “shock
construction there. Among the demonstrators was the he?'bd dismay” at Mr. Barak's remarks-i@'aretz Jerusalem

of the Land of Israel Front, Member of the Knesset (MK 0s{ 13 May)

Michael Kleiner, who quoted from the sources the story of the 48. On 14 May, the Palestinian commemoration to mark the
Jew who had inherited a pigsty: “The question was what the fiftieth anniversary of Al-Nagba (“the Catastrophe”), that is,
Jew should do with the pigsty. Shall he get rid of it and lose dhadling of the State of Israel, turned into abdbath in

the inheritance, or shall he keep it? The Talmud determined which at least seven Palestinians were killed and hundreds
that he should get rid of it, but little by little, so as not to  more injured during clashes with IDF troops in the territories.
sustain a great loss”. The moral of the fable, according to MiHa’@retz, Jerusalem Postl5 May)

Kleiner, was that “the Oslo Accords Netanyahu had inherit%_ On 14 May, it was reported that Prime Minister

CQ”!d 'also be done a},way with little by little, !n order toBenjamin Netanyahu had ordered the police to prepare a

minimize the dama.ge - A .counter—demonstratlon by SOMftailed new security plan for Jerusalem’s Old City. The plan

1,000 left-wing activists calllng for a halt Fo the CONStructiory ;- ~lude stationary police points which would be able to

gf the isettlgment was held in the wadi beloa(aretz, maintain eye contact with one another along the main
erusalem PosG May) thoroughfare from the Western Wall to the Damascus and

45. On 3 May, the Council of Jewish Communities in Judea, Jaffa Gates. Mr. Netanyahu'’s directives followed the stabbing

Samaria (West Bank) and Gaza and the parliamentary Land to death of a yeshiva student on his way to sunrise services

of Israel Front threatened to topple the Government in case at the Western Wall on e)&tagglem Postl4 May)
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50. On 14 May, the Director-General of the Ministry of forcing the Court to decide on the matter instead. The Justices
Agriculture, Dani Kritzman, stated that should the European made their statement during a hearing of six petitions against
Union revoke trade benefits for tsker agricultural produce, the legality of such methods. It was the first time the High

the Ministry of Agriculture would revoke all the benefits and Court agreed to deal in principle with the question of GSS

advantages given to Palestinian agricultural produce under interrogation techniques. One of the petitions, submitted by

the Paris Agreements. “I personally undertake not to
implement the Paris Accords if this is what the Europeans
decide. They have to take into account that | am holding the
Paris Agreements hostage”, Mr. Kritzman stated, bringing
home his point by adding that “should the European Union
implement sanctions against Israel or decide that it could
define Israel’s borders, not a single Palestinian tomato would

the Public Committee Against Torture in Israel, called for a
ban on the use of a technique whereby the detainees’ hands
and feet were bound and a sack placed on their heads, a
position in which they were forced to listen to loud music,
were deprived of sleep or forced to sit on a small chair.
Another petition, submitted by the Association for Civil
Rights in Israel (ACRI), called for a ban on violent shaking.

enter Israel duty-free”. Meanwhile, the Ministry was The State Attorney's representative, Lawyer Shai Nitzan,
reportedly studying measures and ways to permit continued argued in response that the use of these interrogation methods
agricultural export from settlements in the event of approval was permitted under what the law described as “necessary
of the European Commission’s recommendations by the defence”, which meant that a man was relieved of criminal
Foreign Ministers of the European Union. The measures responsibility for an action which he was required to carry out
would make the identification of the origin of the produce on the spot to save his life, body or property, or those of
impossible. Among other things, the Ministry was examining another, from the danger of serious injury while there was no
the possibility of marketing settler produce with labels of other way to prevent it. Lawyer Nitzan argued that if the Court
farms within the Green LineHa’aretz, 15 May) accepted the ACRI request for a total ban on violent shaking,

51. On 15 May, it was reported that the spiritual leader gfwould in essence be throwing out the “necessary defence”

Hamas. Sheikh Ahmad Yassin. had condemned the O&ument altogether. That would mean that no matter how
’ ’ the information a detainee possessed was,

Accords and stated that suicide bombings against Israel woﬁfdjc'al d be all q lleqal hod
continue. Sheikh Yassin made the statement while on a shuffji§rogators would never be allowed to use illegal methods

tour of the Middle East. The Jerusalem Timeg5 May) to extract it. Court Pres@ent Aharon Barak rejec_ted this
argument, however, stating that there was a difference
52.

On 16 May, King Hussein of Jordan criticized what hgetween the fact that the “necessary defence” was anchored
described as Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahuig |aw and the insistence that it be granted automatically in
contradictory attitudes towards peace and stated that Isrg@\ance. Justice Dalia Dorner stated that granting automatic
was slipping into a fortress mentality. The King wasmmunity could only be done through legislation. The fact that
apparently referring to comments by Mr. Netanyahthere was no mention of these interrogation methods in the
defending his reluctance to make further withdrawals frogss pil| pending in the Knesset, she noted, was astonishing

security risks which could not be overlooked for the sake gkrusalem Post 1 May)

a peace accord. In arelated development, the Group of Eight L . )
expressed concern at the stalemate in the Middle East pe 2e On 20 ng, the Israe!l H|.gh ‘?0”” oqustlce decided
process, warning that a continued deadlock could have seridg@ostpone until further notice issuing a verdict on whether

consequences throughout the regiofergsalem Post17 Israel’s security service, the Shin Bet, was to be allowed to
May) continue using torture methods against Palestinians suspected

_ ~of security offences. The judges also stated that the issue of
53.  On 19 May, the spokesman for the Israeli human righfhether torture was to be banned needed to be decided jointly
organization, B'tselem, Yuval Ginbar, said at a presgy the Israeli Government and the Knesset, and not thrust

conference that most of those subjected to torture by theon on the shoulders of the High Court of JusticEhg
Israeli General Security Service, the Shin Bet, wergsrysalem Time2 May)

subsequently found innocent and released from prisbime
d Y P ( 56. On 22 May, Hamas spiritual leader Sheikh Ahmad

Jerusalem Time2 May) . o Iy .

_ . . Yassin stated that Palestinian suicide bombings would
54. On 20 May, a bench of nine High Court judgegontinue regardless of any Israeli troop withdrawal from the
expressed their annoyance at the fact that the Government gygkt Bank. Yassin made the statement during the Damascus
Knesset avoided passing a bill which would regulate theq of his tour of Muslim countries, which was aimed at
special interrogation methods of the General Security Servicfﬁomoting the Hamas movemendefusalem Pos24 May)
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57. On 23 May, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
Jerusalem Mayor Ehud Olmert and their friend, the
millionaire Irvin Moskovitz, the largest donor to Jewish
groups who purchased land and buildings in East Jerusalem,
took partin the Jerusalem Day celebrations. Mr. Moskovitz,
who was crowned the “President of Jerusalem” by master of
ceremonies Rabbi Eitan Eisemman, was given a thunderous
ovation and promised to do everything he could to assist in

over Judea and Samaria (West Bank) and a film, currently in
the early stages of productionitioratiintense lobbying
in the Knesset, the Council rented several planes to take

Central Committee members of the various political parties

for a flight over the territories to view the current state of
settlements there and raise their awareness of national and

security interests and of water resources which would be

jeopardized should any further withdrawal take place.

the construction of Jerusalem — Har Homa, Mount of Oliveslergsalem Pos28 May)

and the Old City. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

claimed in his speech that Orient House in East Jerusalem ha@. Incidents resulting from the occupation

ceased to operate as the Palestinian Foreign Ministry, as was
the case in the days of the former Government. He added ;ﬁat
there were no more Palestinian Authority offices in Ea
Jerusalem. Mr. Netanyahu promised that his Government
would continue building in all parts of Jerusalem, which
would be kept united forever under Israeli sovereignty.
Jerusalem Mayor Ehud Olmert stated that the construction
and strengthening of Jerusalem should not be a subject of
declarations only, but translated into action every single day,
throughout the day. He reminded the audience that the “Prime
Minister promised us on the 1997 Jerusalem Day celebrations
that we could soon move to a beautiful neighbourhood
overlooking southern Samaria — the neighbdwawrd of Har
Homa."Ha’aretz, 25 May)

58. On 26 May, Hamas founder Sheik Ahmad Yassin stated
that he expected the elimination of Israel and the
establishment of a Palestinian state over the whole of
Palestine during the first quarter of the next century.
Addressing a news conference in Damascus at the end of talks
with Syrian leaders and the heads of other radical Palestinian
groups, Sheikh Yassin also declared that Hamas would
continue fighting against Israel “until the liberation of all
Palestine”. In reply to a question, he also stated that there was
no separation between the political wing of Hamas and the
Izz Al-din al-Qassam brigades, its military arrdefusalem
Post 27 May)

59. On 27 May, Palestinian officials rejected Israel's
decision to turn a property in the Old City of Jerusalem into
an archaeological site. The proposal was in fact a compromise
reached between the Israeli Government and the Ateret
Cohanim settlers’ group which had seized property in the Old
City at Burj Al Laglaq, near Herod’s GateT[ie Jerusalem
Times 29 May)

60. On 28 May, it was reported that the Council of Jewish
Communities in Judea, Samaria (West Bank) and Gaza was
intensifying efforts to warn the public as well as government
officials of any further withdrawals by pouring millions of
new Israeli shekels (NIS) into a huge public relations
campaign. The campaign reportedly included plane flights

The following abbreviations of the names of

Sr}ewspapers are used in the tables:

H: Ha'aretz
JP: Jerusalem Post

JT: The Jerusalem Times
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(a)

List of Palestinians killed by troops or Israeli civilians

Date Name and age Place of residence Remarks and source
5 March Youth, name not reported Rafah, Gaza Strip Shot and fatally wounded by IDF soldiers, allegedly while trying
to infiltrate Israel from Rafah in the Gaza Strip. Died of his
wounds in Soroka HospitalH( JP, 8 March;JT, 13 March)
10 March Ghaleb or Rhaleb Rajoub, Dura village Palestinian labourer. Killed when soldiers manning the
34 or 36 Tarkumiya roadblock opened fire on a van carrying Palestinian
labourers returning from work in IsraelH( 11 March;JP, 12
March)
10 March Mohammed Sheeda Dura village Palestinian labourer killed when soldiers manning the Tarkumiya
Sharowna, 27 or 28 roadblock opened fire on a van carrying Palestinian labourers
returning from work in Israel.H, 11 March;JP, 12 March)
10 March Adnan Jibril Abu Zneid, 35 Dura village Palestinian driver killed when soldiers manning the Tarkumiya
or 36 roadblock opened fire on a van carrying Palestinian labourers
returning from work in Israel.H, 11 March;JP, 12 March)
17 March Samer Karama, 13 Hebron Injured in the head during clashes between IDF troops and
Palestinian stone-throwers in Hebron on 11 March. Suffered
from serious brain damage and was in a state of cerebral death
before dying of his wounds in hospitaH( 13 and 18 March)
6 April Mohammed Salameh, 25 or Old City of Jerusalem Shot in the back by police at the A-Ram roadblock in northern
26 Jerusalem. According to the police, was shot during pursuit after
failing to stop at the checkpoint. According to an eyewitness,
was shot after he had stoppe#i, JP, 8 April)
6 May Ahmed Hamed, 21, 22 or Karyut village, near Killed by seganshots fired by a $#er he had stabbed in a car
23 Nablus in the Eli settlement. The Palestinian was described by some
villagers as mentally unstable(JP, 7 May; JT, 8 May)
13 or 14 May Khairi Alkarm, 51 A-Tur neighbourhood Knifed to death in the Beit Yisrael neighbourhood of Jerusalem.
(Jerusalem) The police believed that the assailant was a Jew avenging attacks
on Jews by ArabsH, JP, 7 May; JT, 15 May)
14 May Samir Fayyad, 35 Khan Younis Shot in the head by IDF soldiers in clashes with Palestinians in
Gush Katif during Al-Nagba demonstrationsi,(JP, 15 May;H,
17 May)
14 May Kamal Hassnet, age not Gaza Strip Killed in clashes between IDF troops and Palestinians during Al-
reported Nagba demonstrations in the Gaza Strigd, §P, 15 May;H, 17
May)
14 May Jihad Assi, age not reported Gaza Strip Killed in clashes between IDF troops and Palestinians during Al-
Nagba demonstrations in the Gaza Strigd, P, 15 May;H, 17
May)
14 May Zamil Wahidi, 54 Jabalia refugee camp Nurse. Injured in the heart in violent clashes between
(Gaza Strip) Palestinians and IDF troops during Al-Nagba demonstrations in
the Gaza Strip. According to the Palestinian Authority’s Health
Ministry, was shot at while inside an ambulancl, P, 15 and
17 May;JP, 22 May)
14 May Ashram Arram, 22 Rafah Shot in the head near the Morag settlement in clashes between
IDF troops and Palestinians during Al-Nagba demonstrations.
(H, JP, 15 and 17 May)
14 May Mohamed Farah Gneid, 22 Jabalia refugee camp Shot in the neck near the Nissanit settlement in the northern Gaza
or24 (Gaza Strip) Strip during clashes between IDF troops and Palestinian
demonstratorsH, JP, 17 May)
15 May Ismail Mohammed Kalandia refugee camp Injured in the head by an IDF rubber bullet during Al-Nagba

Shedadeh, 24

(West Bank)

demonstrations in the vicinity of the Kalandia refugee camp on
14 May. Died of his wounds the day after. According to IDF, was
one of the rioters who threw stones at IDF soldiers and was shot
at, in accordance with regulation$d (JP, 17 May)

(b)
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Date Name and age Place of residence Remarks and source

29 January Nadel Abu Salour, 18 Bethlehem Detained on 6 January on charges of car theft. Died of injuries
sustained when trying to commit suicide in the Russian
Compound lock-up. The victim’s family charged that he was
killed by the security forces in a revenge for the killing of a GSS
agent by a family member five years earlier. According to the
family, Abu Salour was the fifth family member to be killed by
the security forces because of the killing of the GSS agent. An
autopsy performed by the Abu Kabir Institute of Forensic
Medicine in the presence of a doctor appointed by the
Palestinian Authority confirmed the claim of the police that the
detainee had tried to commit suicide, indicating that there were
no signs of torture on the bodyH( 30 January and 1 February;
JP, 30 January)

29 March Name and age not reported Not reported Hamas activist. Killed when a booby-trapped car he was
preparing to blow up exploded in Ramallai,(JP, 31 March)

Body found on Rabhi Atta Musafar, 48 Mazra Nubani village Major GSS collaborator in the Ramallah area and holder of an

29 March (Ramallah area) Israeli identification card. Shot in the headH,(31 March)

30 March Name and age not reported Not reported Died of wounds sustained when a booby-trapped car being

prepared by a Hamas “terrorist” accidentally exploded in
Ramallah on 29 MarchH, 31 March)

(c) Otherincidents the crowd, briefly detained a settler and a Palestinian while

62. On 31 December, an Israeli woman was criticallhe security forces conducted thorough searches of Palestinian
wounded when “terrorists” in a parked car opened fire on tl.%)mes and a”ESte‘_’ four sus_pects. Ina sep'c_\rate incident in
car she was travelling in near the Ariel settlement. THdebron, an IDFsoI(_jle_r was sllghtlywounded_m the head by
attackers are believed to have fled to Ramallah and secufigtone- In another incident, IDF troops manning a roadblock
officials requested cooperation on the matter from thei ar the Oranit settiement opened fire at aminded in the

Palestinian counterpartsldrusalem Pos@ January) leg a22—yea}r—old Palestinian man who had ignored an order
to stop. Ha’aretz, Jerusalem Pos# January)
63. On 1 January, thousands of Palestinians held rallies jn

Gaza, Ramallah and other West Bank towns to celebrate
Fatah Day. Addressing some 3,000 supporters in Ga

On 3 January, an Israeli woman was slightly wounded
%l\épen stones were thrown at the car she was driving near the

Palestinian Authority President Chairman Yasser Araf&a‘ve of the Patriarchs (lbrahimi Mosque) in Hebron.

stated “I continue to protect our dream of Palestine, our Sta gc_ordmg_ to settlers, over_40 violent incidents were
and its capital Jerusalem”. In other developments, |pievistered in Judea and Samaria (West Bank) on 31 December

launched searches in the Ramallah area following reportstd é Jar:uary,lilnc:]qd;ng‘]the th|r0W||r31g (gjtones and fire-
shots fired from a Palestinian car at an Israeli vehicle on tR@MPs at Israeli vehiclesJ¢rusalem Post January)

Dolev-Beit El road. A fire-bomb was thrown at an Israeli 66. On 5 January, security forces detained a Palestinian
vehicle on the road linking Hatzor to Kochav Hashahar, near woman who was found in possession of a revolver and took
the Ofra settlement; no harm or injuries were reported. Two her in for interrogation. In another incident, several shots
fire-bombs were thrown at a truck travelling east of Nablus. were fired at IDF vehicles at Al-Fawar junction south of
Another fire-bomb was thrown at a vehicle travelling near the  Hebron; no injuries were reported. In another development,
Psagot settlement; no harm or injuries were reported in either some 1,000 Islamic Jihad and Hamas activists staged a rally
incident. Jerusalem Pos® January) in Hebron to mark the second anniversary of the killing of the

64. On 2 January, two fire-bombs were thrown at thé-n9in€er’, Yehua Ayyash. Ayyash’s widow urged on the

Avraham Avinu enclave in Hebron. No one was injured angCtiViSts to continue to act against Israel. “Ayyash kept his
no damage was reported. Angry settlers climbed onpjomise and you should now follow his path”, she told the
surrounding rooftops and entered the casbah where tfggWd Who shouted: “Our beloved Ayyash, we shall go to
scuffied with Palestinians. One 25-year-old Palestinian m@fMP Tel Aviv'. The demonstrators also burned the Israeli
was injured in the face by a stone thrown at him by settler@r.]d American flags and set fire to a scale model of an Israeli

In response, Palestinian youth threw stones at the settlers 3§ in @ mock suicide bombing attackiq’aretz 6 January)
injuries were reported. Police, who were called in to disperse
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67. On 6 January, an Israeli woman died of wounds of the Cave of the Patriarchs (Ibrahimi Mosque) massacre.
sustained in a “terrorist” attack on 31 December. An In the Gaza Strip, IDF soldiers and Palestinian policemen
incendiary bottle was thrown at a Jewish house inthe Abu Tor came close to opening fieacht other during an
neighbourhood of Jerusalem; no harm or injuries were unauthorized massive pray-in by Moslems at Gush Katif in
reported. Ha'aretz, 7 January;Jerusalem Post2 and protestagainst an incident in which soldiers shot and slightly

7 January) wounded a Palestinian driver who had tried to ruwoutiir a

68. On 8 January, some 2,000 policemen were deployeoﬂ?\arby IDF roadblock. During the confrontation, soldiers
the Old City of Jerusalem to thwart attempts by Palestinigipened fire at and slightly wounded in the leg another

or Jewish extremists to disrupt public order and undermifieti€Stinian driver who ignored orders to halt at an IDF
security on the second Friday of RamadaHalaretz, 9 roadblock. There was reportedly an escalation in tension in
January) the Gaza Strip, with daily incidents of shooting at IDF patrols

reported during the week. The tension was reportedly due to

69. On 10 January, a border policeman and some ${6rk being carried out by Neve Dekalim settlers on land
Palestinians were wounded in Hebron when hundreds p§|estinians claimed as theirsHg'aretz, 16 January;

rioting Palestinians threw stones, fire-bombs and an explosiygrusalem Postl5 and 16 January)

device at IDF troops and border policemen stationed in the bord i lightly iniured
town. Israeli security sources expressed concern over the: ON 17 January, a border policeman was slightly injured,

fising tension in Hebron. Settlers also warned that, a ye@pParently by a stone thrown by a settler who was aiming to

after the signing of the Hebron Accord, the situation in th@!t Palestinians. In another incident, two border policemen
town was deteriorating rather than improvingi(aretz were slightly injured during a stone-throwing incident outside
Jerusalem PostL1 January) the Kalandiya refugee campg-é’aretz, Jerusalem Post18

) ) January)
70. On 11 January, it was reported that the police were

questioning aVagfsecurity guard who allegedly beat a 36_75. On 18 Jar.1uary, three Palestinians an.d qyeshiva student
year-old resident of Jerusalem who tried to enter the TempW@re injured in Jerus_alem during a fistfight near the
Mount on 10 January when it was closed to visitors. Seve pgmascus Gate. The fight apparently broke O,Ut when the
Wagf employees were suspected of hitting the man aﬁgalestmlans blocked the path of a group of yeshiva students.

throwing him out of the areaJérusalem Postl1 January) (Jerusalem Post9 January)

71.  On12 January, it was reported that the security forc68- On 21 January, scores of Palestinians threw stones and
had recently arrested several Palestinians from the West BAAR firé-bombs atIDF troops carrying outinfrastructure work

on suspicion of involvement in planning attacks to be carrid e Gaza Strip. The IDF spokesman stated that no one was
outin Israel. In another incident, shots were fired at a milital{p)uréd and that no damage had been caused. He also

vehicle at the Gush Katif junction in the Gaza Strip withouf'dicated that Palestinian policemen had intervened and
causing injuries.la'aretz, 12 and 14 January) dispersed the rioters who objected to the work aimed at

) ) preventing Khan Younis sewage from flowing into the
72. On 13 January, it was reported that the security forcgsttlements of Gadid and Neve Dekalim. In another
had recently arrested dozens of members of a Hamas cell, Vﬂ?ﬁ/elopment, Israeli and Palestinian security forces
planned to carry out attacks in Israeli cities and severgl_ljccessfu”y detonated 700 kilograms of explosives which

settlements in the West Bank. Most of those arrested are sgjgre discovered in a Hamas bomb factory in Nablus a week
to be residents of the Ramallah and Hebron areas. Somegfjier. gerusalem Posp2 January)

them confessed to participating in several shooting incident; 99 IDE q ke bormb q
and planting bombs against civilian and military vehicles ir71 - On22 January, troops used smoke bombs and stun

the Nablus area. In another incident, shots were fired at t%enades to disperse dozens of Palestinian rioters who threw

Gadid settlement in the Gaza Strip. IDF troops respondéboneS at an IDF tractor near Khan Youms. The IDF
with gunfire; no harm or injuries were reported. This was th,(';__pokesman stated that dozens of Palestinians had stoned IDF

second shooting incident in the Gaza Strip over the past tfFWS as theywork_ed tq trytokeepa sewage spill from Khan
days. Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post3 January) Younis from seeping into the Gadid and Neve Dekalim

) ) ~ settlements.Jerusalem Pos23 January)
73. On 15 January, it was reported that IDF soldiers fired

tear-gas to disperse a “mob” of Palestinian rioters who we On 23 _January, on the last Frida_y_ of Ramadan,
throwing stones and bottles at them in Hebron. According fyrusalem police deployed thousands of additional policemen,

the Palestinians, the riots were occasioned by the anniversg}?nly around the Ol(_j (_:'ty andin I_East Jerus_alem, for fear of
attempts by Palestinian “terrorist” organizations or the
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extreme right-wing Israeli organizations to disrupt or disturb  dozen suffered from tear-gas inhalation. None of the injuries
the prayers. Outside the Damascus Gate, dozens of wasreportedto be serious. The clashes erupted one day after
Palestinians threw stones and empty bottles at the policemen violent protests following the funeral of a Palestinian teenager

who responded by firing rubber bullets into the air to disperse  who died in Israeli cusledys@lem Postl February)

them. Two Palestinians were taken to the hospital after belgg_ On 1 February, three Palestinians were injured in a blast

hit by stones. In another incident in the West Bank, a bord‘rahrldna village near Hebron. The IDF spokesman could not

policeman was slightly wounded when Palestinians thre&l)mment on reports that the Palestinians had been preparing

stones at a border police jeep outside the Kalandia refu_ggeoDmb when it went off. The spokesman stated that one
Eaglg near Ramallah.lThe IDE sgolresman sta}ted th?{[ thej%’eﬁestinian had been seriously wounded and that the two
ad been accompanying an ambulance coming to the areg e, . h4q systained slight injuries. Israel Radio reported that

treatthe\_/lctfl.mssf?rogc.i accfldentkrl]n ar:(othgr mmde_npmt%e 10-year-old was among those woundetia@retz,
Gaza Strip, five Palestinians from Khan Younis were injure Jerusalem Pos February)

one seriously, during clashes with IDF troops near the Gadid

and Neve Dekalim settlements. Palestinian police tried & ©On 2 February, IDF troops clashed with Palestinian
disperse the rioters but IDF was forced to intervene inRfotesters for the fourth consecutive day outside Rachel’s
number of cases using tear-gas and rubber bullets to dispeFggb in Bethlehem. Scores of Palestinians threw stones and
the stone-throwers. This was the third consecutive dayifcendiary bottles at soldiers who responded with live
rioting in the area which broke out when IDF troops bega®@mmunition, rubber bullets and tear-gas. One youth was
working nearby to prevent sewage from Khan Younis frofmjured in the head and another in the leg. Three girls from a

seeping into the two Gush Katif settlementsialaretz, Nnearby school were taken to the hospital for tear-gas
Jerusalem Pos23 January) inhalation. Palestinian sources indicated that the riots erupted

. in response to the death in a Jerusalem prison cell of an 18-
79. On 25 January, security forces set up roadblocks at r-old Palestinian youth on 29 January. The sources
entrances to Jerusalem following warnings that "terroristg, e that the youth had died as a result of torture. Israel
were planning to carry out an attack in the capitdkrisalem stated that he had died from injuries sustained while trying to
Post 26 January) hang himself. Ha’'aretz, Jerusalem PosB February)
80. On 28 January, IDF troops shot and wounded %

Palestinian in the | he tried 1o light trol bomb . On 2 February, Israeli soldiers clashed with Palestinian
aiestinian In the leg as he tried to ight a petrol bomb ang e sters for the fourth consecutive day outside Rachel’s
throw it at soldiers during the second day of clashes in Gu

. . . mb in Bethlehem. Israeli soldiers crossing into Palestinian
Katifin the Gaza Strip. According to IDF, the clashes beg‘Wuthority—controlled terrain in pursuit of a group of youths

after dodz_ensthofGParI]elitl?_lfag; contvergsdt _o(r; tthte fe_?ﬁ%ightened tensions. The situation came close to an armed
surrounding the Lush Ratit stements and tried to tear it ¢ , ygict when Palestinian police aimed and cocked their

h\‘l?/eapons, demanding that the Israelis go back to their side of
the line. The eventual retreat of the Israeli forces calmed the

81. On 29 January, an 18-year-old Palestinian arrested on  confrontatlemJérusalem Times February)

charges of car theft died of injuries suffered when he tried ¥ oOn 4 and 5 February

hang himself in the shower of Jerusalem’s Russian Compouﬁglestinians from A-Ram villagé

prison, to where he had been brought two weeks before (

list). The detainee, who was from Bethlehem, had be

scene. Jerusalem PosR9 January)

IDF troops arrested four
north of Jerusalem. The IDF
okesman stated that the four had in their possession a 9-
llimetre handgun, a commando knife and other equipment.
‘#Fe also stated that the four had been taken for questioning to
GSS. (erusalem Pos®6 February)

82. On 31 January, a 15-year-old yeshiva student frog:?_ On 5 February, a 27-year-old yeshiva student was

Jerli_salem ;vasttabbez\jNin”tr]I? baAck Ey an Arab woman Whé Bbbed inside the Jaffa Gate in the Old City of Jerusalem. It
walking to the Western Wall. Two Arab women were arrestqglo s 1o nortedly the second stabbing in the area in five days.
shortly afterwards but were subsequently released. FOHOW'Qﬂerusalem PosB February)

[

the incident, a small group of Palestinian youths threw ston _
at the police outside the Old City. Six of them were arreste@8.  On 7 February, IDF troops fired rubber bullets and tear-
In Bethlehem, clashes erupted for the second consecutive 88y at Palestinian stone-throwers during a pro-lragi
between IDF soldiers and Palestinian protesters. Sevégmnonstration near Rachel's Tomb. According to Palestinian
Palestinians were injured by rubber bullets while anothéPurces, between 8 and 14 Palestinians, including two

suicide attempt.Jerusalem PosB0 January)
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policemen, and an Associated Press photographer were 92. On 11 February, a 40-year-old Jewish immigrant was
injured. The IDF spokesman denied there had been any stabbed to death in the Ramat Shlomo neighbourhood of
injuries. Jerusalem Pos®8 February) northern Jerusalem in what police said was probably a

89. On 8 February, pro-Iragi demonstrations continued iferrorist” attack. It was the third knife attack against Jews
Jenin and Ramallah. Some 3,000 demonstrators stage'(ﬁ' aJerusaIem in 12 days. An hour after the killing, a

march through Jenin carrying Palestinian and Iraqi flags aﬁ’&leshma,n was slightly wounded Wr_'en he was stabbed in the

a scud missile made of cardboard. The demonstrat gveh Yq acov settlement..The motive for the attack was npt
marched to the offices of the Red Cross shouting “death (Egzgr but it appeared that it was not connected to the earlier
Clinton, Britain and Israel” and urged Saddam Hussein to ulégl'ng' (Jerusalem Post2 February)

chemical weapons. A smaller demonstration with 200 93. On 12 February, some 2,000 Palestinians marched in
participants took place in Ramallah. The United States, solidarity with Saddam Hussein in Nablus and Hebron.
British and Israeli flags were burned in both demonstrations. “Beloved Saddam, blow up Tel Aviv”, was one of the chants
At the end of the demonstration in Ramallah, the protesters reportedly heard in Hebron. The pro-Iragi march in Hebron
clashed with IDF soldiers stationed at the southern entrance turned violent and scores of Palestinians threw bottles and
to El Bireh. The Palestinian police were deployed along the stones at IDF troops who, in turn, fired rubber bullets to
route leading to the Israeli roadblock in order to block the disperse them. One Palestinian was slightly injured in the face
demonstrators. However, several dozen protesters managed bya fragmentation grenade thrown at the soldiers . In Nablus,
to reach the roadblock and threw stones and emptiydsoat scores of Palestinians tried to reach Joseph’s Tomb but were

the soldiers and border policemen, who responded with prevented from doing so by Palestinian policemen who
rubber bullets, slightly injuring one demonstratdida(aretz,  formed a protective screen and pushed them back. According

9 February) to Haidar Aziz, a sociologist and lecturer at the Al-Quds

90. On 9 February, thousands of Palestinians rallied t#1versity in Jerusalem, the political situation was pushing
support of Iragi President Saddam Hussein in Ramallah, Jefidlestinians to despair and the pro-Iragi demonstrations was
and Gaza. Carrying Iragi and Palestinian flags, the protest&fQV they vented their despair, deep anger and frustration. In
called upon Saddam Hussein to attack Tel Aviv Witﬁmother development, a violent confrontation between IDF
chemicals and missiles. In Gaza, protesters held a mdEops and Palestinians broke out in Gush Katif. The incident
funeral and burned Israeli flags. In Ramallah, youths thre'\‘%?gandWhen Pglestlmans t;'Td tdo pull dohwn a fence ?(e'l,ng
stones at IDF soldiers manning the roadblocks near the cfy€¢ted around a piece of land near the Neve Dekalim

Palestinian support for Saddam Hussein was condemnedytiement that the Palestinians claimed was theirs. As
Defence Minister Yitzhak Mordechai and Prime MinistefeMPers flared, Palestinian policemen aimed their weapons

Benjamin Netanyahu who stated that for many people in tRLIDF soldiers and_border policemen. Ip Fhe sgufﬂe that bque
Palestinian Authority the existence of Israel had not sunk iUt 0ne border policeman was slightly injured in the face with
warning that Israel could not allow a situation wher@ rifle butt. IDF_ ofﬂc;ers managed to separate the two sides
Palestinians denied its existence and called for its destructi@fd calm the situationJgrusalem Post3 February)

In another incident, an IDF soldier standing at the Tapuah 94. On 15 February, several hundred Palestinians defied a
junction was seriously injured when a Palestinian car ran him  Palestinian Authority ban on pro-Iraqi demonstrations and
over before overturning and plunging into a wadi. The Judea took to the streets of the Dehaishe refugee camp in support
and Samaria (West Bank) Police spokesman stated that the of Saddam Hussein. Protesters held banners and Iraqi flags
police were investigating the incident and that he was unable and some chanted “Death to America”, “Death to Israel” and
to confirm whether it was a “terrorist” attackJgrusalem “Beloved Saddam, hit Tel Aviv". Several protesters also

Post 10 February) burned United States and Israeli flags on rooftops. Palestinian
Apolice in the camp did not interfere and the demonstration

91. On 10 February, a 21-year-old Arab woman from
y y gjded peacefullyHa’aretz, Jerusalem Postl6 February)

Ram village in northern Jerusalem was arrested at the Ras
Amud checkpoint after border police had discovered she was 95. On 17 February, hundreds of university students from
carrying a knife. The woman reportedly told investigators that Bethlehem defied a ban imposed by Palestinian Authority
she wanted to stab a security official at random. In another President Yasser Arafat on pro-Iraqi rallies and staged a
incident in the Gaza Strip, several shots were fired from the demonstration in support of Iragi President Saddam Hussein.
autonomous areas into a settler’'s home in Kfar Darom, The students burned United States and Israeli flags and
narrowly missing its inhabitantsH@'aretz, Jerusalem Post chanted “Oh Saddam our dear, hit Tel Aviv. Oh Saddam, hit

11 February) it with chemicals”. Palestinian police prevented the
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demonstrators from marching through Bethlehem and officer was attacked after he had helped evacuate a Jewish
confronting IDF soldiers at Rachel's Tomb. In a related settler who was stoned in another incident near Raboud
development, the military wing of Hamas, Izz Al-din al- village. In another incident, two border policemen were
Qassam, warned that it would carry out terrorists attacks in  injured in the Kalandia refugee taiape(z, Jerusalem

Israel if the United States took military action against IracRost 23 Februaryjerusalem PosR4 February)

Interviewed on Army Radio, West Bank Preventive Securlyg_ Violent confrontations with IDF troops broke out in a

Chief, Jibril Rajoub, stated t,hf,"t the Pro'”a_‘“ demonstratloqﬁ]mber of areas. On 23 February, pro-lraqi rallies continued
were a result of Palestlnlap disappointment over ﬂ]ﬁthe West Bank and Gaza Strip. The IDF spokesman stated
breakdown of the peace talksigaretz, Jerusalem Post8 that a border policeman and three settlers had been slightly
February) injured by stones in the West Bank. Palestinian sources

96. On 19 February, hundreds of Palestinian students claimed that IDF troops had arrested 22 Palestinians in the
demonstrated in support of Saddam Hussein and the Iragi West Bank and that five schoolchildren and two
people in Dura, south of Hebron. The students filled the demonstrators had suffered from gas inhalation; three other
village streets chanting pro-Iraqi slogans antlicg upon people, including a small child, had been injured by rubber
Saddam Hussein to bomb Tel Aviv. They also burned United  bulletg’gretz, Jerusalem Pos4 February)

States and Israeli flags. Scores of students continued thfgo On 25 February, IDF and border police carried out a
Lnlarckh t(;) tne nea;by_B:Ersrlsba-Hezron hlgdhway v_vherle tr}%}’d in the Kalandia and Jelazoun refugee camps and arrested
ocke Itd_e roab Wclit o:{ ersh"’}nI S|t8r|;e passmgh Sragll palestinians suspected of involvement in recent violent

cars, including a border police venicie. troops at the sitg.i;y ities against security forces and civilians. In addition,

fired rubber bullets an_d_ tear-gas to disperse t ?oops sealed off an alley at the entrance to the Kalandia
demonstrators. One Palestinian was reportedly arrested gee camp, which had been used by Palestinians to throw

Pales_tlnlan sources cla|mc_3d that eight demonstrators W&ibnes at IDF troops. This sparked off a violent confrontation
hurt, six '?yt_ear'gas inhalation gnd two by_ru_bber buIIe_ts_. ith camp residents who gathered on the surrounding
another mmdeqt, IDF troops dispersed rioting Palestmlapgoﬁops and threw stones at the soldiers who responded with
near El Fawar village, south of Hebron. The IDF SpOkesm‘?@ar—gas and rubber bullets. IDF jeeps were forced to retreat
: L Sfter coming under a heavy barrage of stones, leaving behind
ﬁnd border police. No injuries were reportedefusalem a soldier who took refuge in a local store. Troops using live

0st 20 February) ammunition to disperse the rioters returned to assist the
97. On 21 February, a source in the security services trapped soldier and took up positions on the surrounding
warned that Hamas was planning to launch new attacks rooftops. The IDF spokesman stated that the security forces
against Jewish settlers and would try to kidnap soldiers. The had carried out the sweep in response to numerous incidents
source revealed that several dozen Hamas activists had been of Palestinians throwing stones and fire-bombs at Israeli
arrested in recent weeks and during interrogation had vehicles. The army reportedly warned the Palestinian
revealed plans for new attacks. In response, IDF reinforced Authority that it had to prevent further attacks on Israelis. In
patrols on West Bank roads, urging soldiers to be on the alert arelated development, IDF is said to have erected additional
at roadblocks.Jerusalem Pos2 February) roadblocks in the West Bank in an attempt to prevent further
atoning of Israeli vehicles Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Pos26

98. On 22 February, an IDF soldier was slightly injure
Y gty ﬁebruary;JerusaIem Pos27 February)

when an explosive device was thrown at IDF troops i
Hebron. It was one of three incidents in Hebron involving th#01. On 28 February, IDF troops wght a 27-year-old
throwing of explosive devices at IDF soldiers. In another Palestinian man from the territories who had tried to smuggle
incident, clashes between IDF troops and pro-lragi 60 Kalachnikov rifles, 7 hunting rifles, 38 revolvers and
demonstrators at Bir Zeit University left two demonstrators large-calibre ammunition from Jordan to the autonomous
injured. Four Palestinians were arrested by IDF. Marwan areas via the Dead Sea. The man was taken by GSS for
Barghouti, a member of the Palestinian Authority Legislative interrogation. According to military sources, the weapons may
Council and Secretary-General of the Fatah for the West have been meant for the Palestinian Authority. The sources
Bank, claimed that the demonstrations reflected Palestinian indicated that IDF had information from numerous sources
frustration at the breakdown of the@ce process. In another that the Palestinian Authority was slingkpeapons for the

incident near Bir Zeit, an Israeli civilian and an IDF officer evetityaf a military confrontation with Israel and that it

were wounded when Palestinians stoned their cars with heavy was involved in large-scale smuggling of wdajsoatz, (

stones and cinder blocks. The IDF spokesman stated thatthe 1 March)
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102. On 3 March, it was reported that the Israeli security explosives were destroyed after GSS officials had tipped off
forces had rounded up dozens of Palestinians in the Hebron their Palestinian counterparts, who raided the premises in
area on suspicion of throwing stones and participating in  January. Cell members were also charged with planning to
violent demonstrations. A number of Palestinians were stormaforeign embassy in Israel and take hostages there in
released after the initial questioning. The sweep reportedly order to secure the release of Hamas activists detained in
came in response to a sharp increase in the number of stone- Israeli prisons. Military sources stated that the “terrorist”
throwing attacks against Israeli civilians and the security suspects had received orders from the Hamas leadership in
forces following the Iraqi crisis.Jerusalem PosB March) Jordan. They, in turn, contacted Hamas activists held in Israeli

agd Palestinian prisond-@’aretz, Jerusalem Pos6 and 8

103. On 3 March, Arabs in East Jerusalem staged rch)

commercial and school strike in protest against the Isradff
Government’s policy in the city. Leaflets calling for the strikel05. On 8 March, four Palestinians were injured by rubber
stated: “The danger to Jerusalem has never been as greatas  bullets fired by IDF when scores of Palestinians rioted near
itis today” and “Israel is carrying out policies that make any the Beit Anoun junction and stoned an Israeli bus and troops.
city in the world more accessible to us than JerusalemJerysalem Pos©9 March)

Police reported several incidents of violence, including stonggs 5, 10 March, three Palestinians weiltekl (see list)

thrown at police and passing motorists. No injuries wergy IDF gunfire at a roadblock near the Tarkumiya village,
reported, howeverHa'aretz, Jerusalem Pos# March) west of Hebron. The incident reportedly occurred when

104. On 5 March, IDF soldiers shot and fatallpunded a  soldiers opened fire at a van with yellow licence plates which
Palestinian man who had attempted to infiltrate into Israel was carrying Palestinian labourers returning from work in
from the Gaza Strip. The Palestinian was rushed to the Israel. The soldiers claimed to have opened fire at the van
hospital where he died of his wounds (see list). The incident after it had suddenly swerved and hit a soldier, slightly
reportedly occurred when IDF soldiers spotted several injuring him, which caused them to believe that they were the
Palestinians, some of whom were reportedly armed, target of an attack. According to Palestinian eyewitness
approaching the fence separating the Palestinian-controlled accounts, however, the driver had no intemtiongftire

area in Rafah from Israeli territory. The victim was fatally roadblock but only wanted to overtake the long line of
wounded when soldiers opened fire at the Palestinians, vehicles with blue licence plates waiting at the roadblock. A
allegedly after one of them had aimed his weapon at them. No man who claimed to have witnessed the incident insisted that
identifying documents or weapons were found on the body. the van was driving slowly and kept going forward until it hit

In another development, the IDF spokesman announced that a cement block at the checkpoint. He stated that, all of a
GSS, IDF and Israeli Police had captured a major Hamas cell  sudden, IDF soldiers on both sides opened fire and that later,
that operated in the Ramallah, Nablus and Jerusalem areas. when the van door opened, two soldiers emptied their guns
The spokesman released the names of five members and inside the vehicle, “finishing off the passengers”. An army
indicated that others were also in custody. They were officer who participated in the investigation of the incident
suspected of being involved in two suicide attacks in also stated that the soldiers had fired like “madmen” at the
Jerusalemin 1997 that hadl&d 22 people and injured45, vehicle from a very short distance of less than 15 metres.

as well as in five shooting attacks in Judea and Samaria (West Between 30 and 40 bullets were fired during the shooting
Bank) between November 1995 and Ma397, one of which  incident, which lasted some 10 osats. Outraged

had resulted in the death of a yeshiva student. Other attacks Palestinians warned of a second intifada, with Palestinian
were also attributed to the cell. In addition, security sources  Authority President Yasser Arafat declaring that the killings
claimed that the cell had planned to carry out a suicide were “a massacre in cold blood”. Palestinian Authority
bombing attack in the French Hill settlement in Jerusalem, Minister of Information and Cultural Affairs, Yasser Abed
detonate car bombs in Haifa and in the Ariel settlement, carry Rabbo, stated thilirthe groved that it wastill thought

out shooting attacks against an “Egged” company bus at the inlIsrael that Palestinian lives were less important. “I find it
entrance to the Pisgat Ze’ev settlement in Jerusalem, kidnap  hard to explain the soldiers’ behaviour”, Mr. Rabbo told the
a member of the Knesset or an IDF soldier, fill a truck witlda’aretznewspaper, “they fired like madmen. There were
explosives and detonate it near a bus transporting IDF 12 people in the vehicle and they just fired, claiming that the
soldiers and lay mines around an army post on Har Grizim. vehicle had crossed the roadblock without stopping”.
Cell members were also charged with setting up a bomb  “Supposing the brakes had failed”, he said, “this does not give
factory in Nablus where they prepared 700 kilograms of the soldiers the right to kill”. Palestinian Council member
explosives to be used in their attacks. The factory and Sa’eb Erekat called for an international inquiry committee to
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be set up to investigate the incident, while Dr. Ahmed Tibi
stated that the policy of “trigger-happiness” had returned.
Yasser Arafat’s political adviser, Nabil Amer, stated that the
incident was one of many acts of incitement against

Palestinians that had continued through successive Israeli

in Hebron, near the Psagot settlement, outside Dura, near
Rachel's Tomb, Bani Naim and the A-Ram junction north of
Jerusalem. The Palestinian Police tried to quell the riots near
Rachel's Tomb and in Hebron. The IDF spokesman stated
that during rioting in Hebron some 30 fire-bombs, three

Governments. Hamas and Fatah called on the Palestinians to  explosive devices and countless stones had been thrown at

step up their confrontations with Israel and avenge the
killings. As word of the incident spread, scores of Palestinians
took to the streets in Hebron, pelting IDF troops and border
policemen with stones, fire-bombs and anything at hand.
Shots were also fired at the Jewish Quarter in the town.
Soldiers responded with tear-gas and rubber bullets, injuring
some 10 Palestinians. There were also riots on the outskirts
of Dura and in the nearby El Fawar refugee camp. An

increased Palestinian police presence in Dura prevented an

IDF troops who had responded with tear-gas and rubber
bullets, injuring 17 Palestinians, three of whom moderately
to seriously. In one incident, a smoke grenade thrown at the
rioters was picked up by a Palestinian youth and it exploded
in his hand. No soldiers were injured during the clashes. Near
Rachel’'s Tomb, scores of Palestinian students threw stones,
iron bars and two incendiary bottles at IDF troops who
responded with rubber bullets and tear-gas, injuring 16
Palestinians, most of whom slightly. One 20-year-old

outbreak of violence thereH@'aretz, 11 March;Ha'aretz, Palestinian man was seriously wounded in the stomach.

Jerusalem Post12, 13 and 17 March)

107. On 11 March, some 70 Palestinians were injured, t
seriously and the rest slightly to moderately, during riots ant?

According to Palestinian sources, soldiers had also used live
Wmunition during the confrontation. On the whole, at least
Palestinians were injured during the day's clashes. In a

demonstrations throughout the West Bank in protest agaiﬁ&parate incident, a 17-year-old Palestinian youth was

the killing of three Palestinian workers by IDF soldiers on

1awderately wounded in Dura by shots fired by &lse whose

car was stoned in the village. The IDF spokesman stated that

March. The fiercest clashes erupted in Hebron, where g
commercial strike was declared as a sign of mourninguS
Hundreds of youths and children clashed with soldiers a
border policemen along the line dividing the Israeli and t
Palestinian-controlled sectors of the town. The proteste'? Y
threw stones and dozens of fire-bombs at soldiers WI%'
responded with rubber bullets, injuring up to 50 Palestinian
At least one border policeman was injured. Clashes also
occurred on the outskirts of Dura village, where thousands
attended the funerals of the three Palestinians. Twelve
residents were slightly injured during confrontations with IDF
soldiers at the entrance to the village. Other clashes with IDF
soldiers took place in the El Fawar refugee camp south of
Hebron and near Rachel’s Tomb. Another major outbreak of
violence occurred north of Ramallah near the Beit El junction
where some 200 students from Bir Zeit University threw
stones at settler vehicles. One Palestinian was slightly injured
in the leg when he was fired at by a settler who was allegedly
attacked by 30 stone-throwing Arabs. Soldiers used rubber
bullets and tear-gas to disperse the demonstrators, injuring
six people. A border policeman was slightly injured by a stone
in the same incident. In Nablus, IDF evacuated about one
dozen yeshiva students from Joseph’s Tomb as a
precautionary measure after the Palestinian police had
suspended joint patrols with IDF and stopped coordinating

oldier had been slightly injured near the Psagot settlement.
. Palestinian man from Ras al-Amud was moderately
h\goundeol when he was stabbed in thehodox Jewish
gighbourhood of Mea She’arim in Jerusalem. He was the
rd Arab to be stabbed in the neighbourhood over the
Rreceding three weekdl@'aretz, Jerusalem Postl3 March)

109. On 13 March, a bomb exploded prematurely near the
Damascus Gate in the Old City of Jerusalem. No one claimed
responsibility for the attack, which slightly injured four or five
Palestinians. According to Jerusalem police chief Commander
Yair Yitzhaki, the bomb contained 300 to 400 grams of
explosives packed into a metal case which a “terrorist” had
placed inside an unused utilities box. Police sources stated
that had the bomb exploded in the open, it would probably
have caused much more damage. Asked why “terrorists”
would want to set off a bomb in an Arab néigbtour
Commander Yitzhaki stated that they might have planned to
move it to a Jewish area of the city later but that it went off
prematurely. Palestinian officials, however, blamed the bomb
on extremist Jews, stating that the incident was part of
escalating anti-Palestinian violence in Jerusalem. “The timing
ofthe bomb and the place reveals the party standing behind
it, which is the settlers”, charged Ahmed Abdel-Rahman,
Secretary-General of the Palestinian Authority Cabinet. A

entrance into the yeshivaH@’aretz, Jerusalem Postl2 Hamas leader in Gaza, Dr. Abdel-Aziz Rantisi, also charged

March)

that the explosion was carried out by Israeli extreme right-

108. On 12 March, clashes between Palestinians and Im'pg activists or settlers. He also accused Israel of being

troops continued in the territories. Confrontations took placf

gsponsible for the deaths of three Palestinian workers in
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Tarkumiya, adding that Palestinians were left with onlytwo demonstrators burned an effigy of Prime Minister Benjamin
options: to die or to resist. In other incidents, an IDF officer, Netanyahu and the Israeli flag amid chants of “Allahu akhbar”

a soldier and a border policeman were injured during clashes (“God is great”). West Bank Fatah leader Marwan Barghouti
with Palestinians in Hebron which took place when settlers  stated that there was growing disenchantment with the peace
stormed the Palestinian-controlled area of the town, attacking process and he warned that the tone of the people was
Palestinians and damaging their property. A border policeman changing and would be conducive to an upeisiaglegm

was injured during a stone-throwing incident in Beit SahuPost 19 March)

near Bethlehgm. TWO.”.DF officers were injured near DurflS. On 20 March, Palestinians clashed with IDF troops on

village. A soldier was injured near the Psagot se,ttlementme outskirts of Dura, the hometown of the three Palestinian

Sr;erussrenralggsggeaaﬁlh)lnju”es were slight-ig'aretz workers killed by IDF troops at the Tarkumiya checkpoint.
Palestinian sources reported that one rioter had been injured

110. On 14 March, a 53-year-old Israeli resident of Afula  during the clashes when IDF forces fired rubber bullets and

lost both of his hands when a suspicious looking parcel he tear-gas to disperse the deywsialem PosP2 March)

picked up blew up in a park near Afula’s central bus statio%

h ho al tered facial iniuri . ~.-114. On 21 March, Palestinians attended rallies held in
The man, who also suflered facial Injuries, was in a Crtic& amallah and Hebron to mark the thirtieth anniversary of the
but stable condition after undergoing a surgery. Northe

. . ) ; Khrameh battle. In another incident in the Shu’afat refugee
region police chief ‘?Omma”der Alik Ron §tated that therg W%%\mp, scores of Palestinians stoned border policemen who
ho reason to believe that the bombing was Crlm'n"’mﬁés;ponded with tear-gas and rubber bullets to disperse them.

‘r‘notlva_te?. He stated tha_t It aPpeared_ more likely to beg o paestinians were detained; no injuries were reported.
terrorist” attack, especially in the light of the recent o salem PosP2 March)

disturbances in the territories. Several dozen residents of the

territories were delayed for questioning in Afula but no arresfel5. On 29 March, a Hamas “terrorist” was killed (see list)
were made. In other incidents, three explosive devices wekgen a car bomb he was preparing blew up in the Beitunya
thrown at IDF troops in Hebron. Other clashes between DpRdustrial area of Ramallah. Several other people are believed
troops and Palestinians broke out at the Beit EI militarp have also been injured in the blast, which blew up a section
junction, near the Psagot settlement (Ramallah area), outsii@ nearby building, sending huge blocks of concrete flying
Rachel's Tomb and in Dura village. During the clashednto the air. Israeli security officials stated that the fact that
rioters hurled fire bombs and rocks at troops who fired rubbgte vehicle had Israeli licence plates strengthened their

bullets to disperse them. There was no information regardiagsumption that Hamas had intended to use it in an attack in
casualties.la’aretz, Jerusalem Postl5 March) Israel. The Hamas leader in Gaza, Abdel-Aziz Rantisi, stated

that his movement would continue to resist the occupation.

111, Odn_li Mdarch, sgosradlc ;tow—thrgwmkg 'nAC'?entsl‘_NeWamas, he stated, did not believe in the peace process and
reported in Judea and Samaria (West Bank). An Sraellman, i not accept any concessions of Palestinian land. In

notified the military authorities that shots had been fired gf ., - development, the body of a well-known collaborator

his car near Tekoa. Also near Tekoa, Palestinian sourqgge list) was found near the Jericho-Ramallah road, east of
reported that a Palestmla_n_had been sho_t at by IDF troo e Rimonim settlementHa'aretz Jerusalem PosB0 and
They stated that the Palestinian had been hit by a rubber bu ‘itMarch)
and was undergoing surgery at a Bethlehem hospital. After

initially denying that shots had been fired by IDF troops in thé16. On 30 March, a Palestinian member of the security
area, the IDF spokesman admitted that a reserve officer Hatfes who had been injured in the explosion of a car bomb
fired at rioting Palestinians and stated that the Military Polid@ Ramallah the day before died at the Ramallah Hospital (see
would carry out an investigation_ In another incident, Bst) In other deVElOpmentS, Palestinians clashed with IDF
Palestinian was injured in Jelazoun when border police firégP0ops thoughout the West Bank during protests to mark
rubber bullets at stone-throwerde(usalem PostL6 March; Land Day. Several hundred Palestinians also protested at the
Ha’aretz, Jerusalem Postl7 March) Netzarim junction in Gaza. Outside Ramallah, scores of

h dic incid involving the throwi youths hurled stones at border policemen and threw rocks and
1f12' On 18Ig/|;1rc ,sporaklcllnu .en:'s 'SVOV'?g;ithrqw'n%res in the middle of the road. In Jenin, hundreds of
of stones at troops took place in Hebron. In Rafah, In the, . qtinians attended a rally led by the Governor of Jenin. In

Gaza Strip, hundreds of Palestinians took partin an organizg thlehem, hundreds of high school and university students
demonstration by the Fatah to protest against the killing arched ,towards Rachel's Tomb, chanting “death to

three Palestinian workers at the Tarkumiya checkpoint eigmnerica” and calling for a halt to settlement activities. As
days earlier and the deadlock in the peace process. The
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they approached the Tomb, the demonstrators pelted IDF and gunshots were fired at a Jewish guard in the Psagot
border police troops with rocks and stones. The troops settlement, causing no damage or injuries. An Israeli motorist
responded with rubber bullets. According to Palestinian was hurt by a stone thrown at his car near Husan and was
sources, 17 Palestinians were wounded by rubber bullets fired hospitalized. Other stone-throwing incidents occurred at the
by IDF in Jenin and Bethlehem. In another incident, A-Ram junction in northern Jerusalem, as well as in East
Palestinian youths stoned Israeli vehicles and IDF troops near  Jerusalem. A “terrorist” who used to plant explosive devices
the Jelazone refugee camp and at the entrance to the Psagot inIsrael was arrested at a roadblock at the southern entrance
settlement. Soldiers dispersed the rioters with tear-gas and to Ashdod while he was trying to cross into Israel. The man
rubber bullets. In another development, the majority of stated that he wished to go to Israel for Mawkefz,
shopkeepers in the territories closed their stores, in respodsgusalem PosB April)

to an order issued by the Palestinian Authority calling for

. . !19. On3 April, dozens of Palestinians protesting the death
commercial strike.Jerusalem PosB1 March)

of Muhi Sharif threw stones at soldiers in Abu Dis, south of

117. On 2 April, it was reported that the man found dead near Jerusalem. Soldieosdedpwith rubber bullets. Other

the car bomb explosion in Ramallah on 29 March (see list) clashes broke out in the vicinity of Rachel's Tomb in
was Hamas bomb mastermind Muhi Sharif. Sharif had been Bethlehem where dozens of protesters threw stones at
at the top of Israel’'s most wanted list since the death of Yihye soldiers. There was no information about injuries in either
Ayyash, the “Engineer”, whom he had succeeded as Hamas’ incident, except about a border policeman injured by a stone
top bombmaker. He is said to have been responsible for the in Abu Dis. A 65-year-old Israeli man was critically injured
death of dozens of Israeli citizens and the injuring of hundreds inthe head by a stone thrown at his car in Bir Nabala village
more in five suicide bombing attacks in Jerusalem. He had in the vicinity of the Atarot industrial zone in north-east
been sought by the security forces for the past two and a half Jerusalem. In an earlier incid#let’a sar was stoned

years. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defence inthe same area. In another incident, an Israeli woman was
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai categorically denied any slightlyinjured when an incendiary bottle hit the vehicle she
involvement in Sharif's death. Defence Minister Mordechai was titangein near the Emanuel settlementig’aretz,

stated that his death could have been the work of either 5 April)

“Palestinian elements, Jewish elements or elements from Efo On 3 and 4 April, féies in protest against the death of

own group”, a reference to Hamas. He also indicated tha‘i\}f:uhi Sharif were held in Gaza, Nablus and Hebron. On

could have been a “work accident”. Hamas aCt'V'St'sc'everal occasions, the rallies turned into violent

maintained that Sharif was killed by Palestinian Authorit}fonfrontations and clashes with IDF troops. In Hebron, more

agents in coordination with Israel. After initially blamingthan 2,000 Palestinians staged a procession and burned the
Israel, the Palestinian Authority absolved it of responsibili%raeli and American flags. At the end of the procession
for the death, which it blamed on Hamas members embroﬂagzens of Palestinians set out towards the line dividing the

in a power struggle over the control of 1zz Al-din al'Qassa_nlbalestinian-controlled area from the Israeli area and clashed

Evidence regarding the death of Sharif remained inconclusn(ﬁxlth IDF soldiers. There was no information about injuries.
however. In another incident, an Israeli driver reported that

' _ f’Ha’aretz Jerusalem Poss April)

shots had been fired at his car near the Telem settlement, in _ . .

southern Mount Hebron. There were no injuries but the ca21. On 5 April, IDF and border police explosive experts
was damaged Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post2 and 12 April; detonated a makeshift bomb placed along the fence separating
Jerusalem Post7 April) Gush Katif from Khan Younis in the Gaza Strip. Near the
b?mb was a note in Arabic which reportedly stated “Death

118. OT‘ 2 Af,\r/'ll’ :]hcétﬁlsa_r;(_js g;‘gglehstln?nslj;nlgid t:? fgnetr the Jews”. According to security sources, IDF patrols were
procession of Muni sharitin Ireh and called for nis deaty), o likely target of the bomb, which was placed at a point

to be avenged. Clashes between IDF troops and Palestini re they are used to passing. In another development,

protesting Sharif's death were repgrted in mo.st. areas of ¢ fishes between IDF troops and Palestinians were reported
West Bank. Twenf[y-seven Pa}lestlnlans were injured by IDI Beituniya near Ramallah. Palestinian sources stated that
rubber bullets during clashes in the Bethlehem and Ramall

- en people were wounded in the fighti usalem Post
areas. In Bethlehem, Palestinians threw stones and bottle% %pril? P ghtinge( ?

IDF troops guarding Rachel’'s Tomb. Soldiers responded with

rubber bullets, injuring 12 Palestinian protesters. Near td@2. On 6 April, Israeli police shot dead a Palestinian driver
Psagot settlement (Ramallah area), 15 Palestinians wafter he had failed to stop at the A-Ram checkpoint in

injured by rubber bullets fired by IDF. In other incidentshorthern Jerusalem (see list). A second man reportedly fled
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from the vehicle and escaped in the direction of Ramallah. 127. On 16 April, IDF troops arrested two Palestinians who
Jerusalem District Police Commander Yair Yitzhaki justified had allegedly tried to infiltrate into the Atzmona settlement

the shooting, stating that the vehicle had driven through two in the southern Gaza Strip. The troops, which were on an
checkpoints. He added that the police had aimed at the wheels operational mission, detected the Palestinians and arrested
of the vehicle but because they were firing from a speeding them. They were reportedly taken for interrogation by GSS.
car, hit the driver instead. Internal Security Minister AvigdorHa(aretz, 19 April)

Kahalani also justified the action of the police, stating thalt
they did exactly what they were ordered to do. He also add

that the driver should have obeyed j[he ?rder to stop. “T. gusing any harm or injuries. During searches of the area, IDF
resultis unpleasant that a man was killed”, he stated, add'agtected a second device which was detonated by IDF
that if the man had wanted to stay alive he should ha\é%ppers. In a separate incident in the Gaza Strip, IDF arrested

stopped and fol!owed Qrders. The.w(,:tlm S famlly,.howevegeveral Palestinians who tried to infiltrate into the Atzmona
accused the police of lying. The victim's brother claimed tha, ‘ettlement. The Palestinians were taken for questioning in

according to eyewitnesses, the police had shot him when er to discover whether their motives were criminal or

had stopped and not while the car was moving. Or\]ﬁhether they planned to carry out a “terrorist” attack. IDF

Palestinian witness told reporters at the scene of the kl|||l'|l(gdged a serious protest with the Palestinian Police, stating

tsr:::etg?hz:]\?v%zrrﬁr?emrg;:zg;g:g (;ustggdri};raiaiif;:rfbon% MS should such incidents occur again, there would be a harsh
) . . *o : ﬁ?@ponse by IDF.Ha’'aretz, Jerusalem Post19 April

pointed his M-16 at him. The man raised his hands and the y W % o ? pril) .
soldiers then shot him. Following the incident, Palestiniad?9. On 18 April, Palestinian protesters demanding the
in the area began to attack security officials with stones af@iéase of Palestinian prisoners from Israeli jails clashed with
a petrol bomb. Several police cars were hit and Israeli bus@@lice in East Jerusalem during a demonstration marking the
were stoned outside the Old City. In a separate incide@)nual Palestinian Prisoners Day. The Palestinians marched
police arrested two Palestinian residents of East Jerusal@l@ng a major thoroughfare but were stopped by the police
on suspicion of intending to kidnap a soldier or an Israeffho ordered them to disperse. The marchers smashed shop
citizen. The two were found with a pistol, a toy gun, stocking@nd car windows and threw stones and bottles at the police,

to be used as masks and handcufféalaretz, Jerusalem Who responded with rubber bullets, injuring an undisclosed
Post 8 April) number of them. Five Palestinians were arrested. Five Israeli

licemen were injured during the clashes. In Hebron,

. - 0
.123' On 7 April, betvv_een 200 and 300 Palestinians took IC"'gj{r‘iother march was staged in support of Palestinian prisoners,
in the funeral procession ofa_ Palestinian man who had be\ﬁﬂh protesters carrying placards saying “There can be no
shot dead by the Israeli police a day earlier. The mo_urneéaace with Israel unless the Palestinian prisoners are
marched from the Al-Agsa Mosque to a cemetery outside t &eased” and “The prisoners are the heart of the Palestinian

Old City Walls shouting nationalist slogans and threats. o now" The march ended peacefulBelusalem Post
against Israel. The procession was relatively peaceful ap April) '

there were no reports of disturbancedda(aretz, Jerusalem
Post 8 April) 130. On 19 April, a 29-year-old #ter from Ma’aon was

shot dead by Bedouin shepherds on a ranch situated on

124. On 10 April, it was repo_rted thapndreds of troops disputed land in Mount Hebron. Two settlers and up to four
were deployed and placed on high alertin Judea and Sam estinians were also wounded in the incident, which

(West Bank) for fear of attacks by Hamade(usalem Post security sources stated had started as an argument in a

10 April) continuing land dispute and had ended violently when the
125. On 11 April, dozens of Hamas activists staged a ddBe shepherds snatched thétlegs’ arms and shot them
demonstration in Nablus. A model of an Israeli bus and Israeli before fleeing to the nearby Yatta village. The settlers
flags were burned during the demonstratiddafaretz, 12 charged that the shepherds had waited for them in ambush
April) before attacking them. The police spokesman stated that nine

126. On 15 April, the Jerusalem Police questioned Faié%?_douin_s had been d_etained for questioning. Ir_1 another
Husseini, the Palestinian Authority Minister for Jerusaler‘l‘?c'dent in the Gaza Strip, border police sappers dismantled

Affairs, after they had arrested an Orient House guard wifil explosive device which was found near the security fence
a false identification card and a weapon belonging to M ividing the Palestinian autonomous area from Gush Katif.

It was the third bomb to be discovered in the coastal area of

8. On 17 April, a makeshift bomb exploded along the
trol fence surrounding the Gush Katif settlement without

Husseini. Ha’'aretz, Jerusalem Postl6 April)
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Gaza during the previous few day$idq’aretz, Jerusalem presumed to be Arabs who stabbed him in the back and face
Post 20 April) with a knife in what police said was a planned ambush. In
131. On 19 April, a Jewish siéer, Dov Driban, was killed another incident, a settler shot and killed a Palestinian man

and a Palestinian shepherd was seriously wounded durfﬁ e list) yvho had' stabbed him with a k'nife in the Eli
clashes near the Ma'aon settlement in the Hebron aré&tlementln Samaria (West Bank). Th? |.nC|d(.ent reportedly
Palestinian shepherds stated that the fight started Wh%%curr.ed yvhen the set.tler, who was drllvmg his car a.Iong a
Driban attacked Mousa Dababsheh with a stick. Anothé?ad linking tWO, nelghbourhquis n th(SSO-ffe\mlIy
settler, trying to fire at the shepherd, fatally hit Driban anaettlement, was ha'led, byg Palestinian at th? road3|de. As the
wounded Dababsheh. Driban, who had dedicated hims%?f_ttler rolled down h's window the Pale§t|n|an drew out a
whole-heartedly to the expansion of Jewish settlements in t'ﬁ%'fe and stgbbed him close to the armP't- The sgttler thgn
West Bank, had killed shepherd Issa Musif a few montr%u”e‘j out his gun and shot the Palestinian who died of his

earlier. He also once knocked down a Palestinian farmer wiffpunds shortly thereafter. In another incident, a Palestinian

his tractor. IDF arrested nine shepherds. Settlers responaré?;é? iéaebn:g ;i[r);,: zr?(ljdltirelr;’g:s;i?\is::r\]/v?sHa?lr)égtrlédT:lﬁd

to the incident by burning four tents in the vicinity and placingO

new mobile homes on the site as a prelude to the addition Bqnsferred to GSS for queshomng. In anoth.er. mmdept,
a new Jewish neighbourhood to the settlemerthe( undercover border police opened fire at a Palestinian vehicle
Jerusalem Time24 April) in Beit Hanina in Jerusalem, injuring two passengers,

. _ . including the UNRWA director of the Shu’afat refugee camp.
132. On 21 April, the police, IDF and GSS detained fofhe police reportedly suspected that armed Palestinian

questioning 38 Palestinians from the Yatta village area ¢jplicemen were travelling in the vehicleH@'aretz,
suspicion of involvement in the murder of a settler fromerysalem Post and 8 May)

Ma’aon and the wounding of two others on 19 April. Most i . i i
were later released but 10 remained in custody. THeo- On6 May, anurmnnected series of killings involving

spokesman for the Judea and Samaria (West Bank) poIR:%th Palestinians and Israelis were reported. A Jewish settler
stated that the arrests brought to 17 the number of suspel@$ Killed by unknown assailants on Al-Wad Street in the Old
held. Palestinian sources claimed that the security forces Ky Of Jerusalem. The settler was a member of the extremist

searched some 30 houses in Yatta and questioned tRSfHIEr 9roup, Ateret Cohanim. Unknown assailants, believed
occupants.Jerusalem PosP3 April) to be settlers, gravely wounded two Palestinians in a drive-by

shooting in Beit Hanina in northern Jerusalem. Another
133. On 22 April, Colonel Tareq Zaid, Palestinian Policgewish settler, from the settlement of Alei, fired 11 bullets and
Commander for the Hebron region, told a news conferenggied a Palestinian youth near thélage of Qaryut, in the
in Yatta that the settler who was killed on 19 April was shQ{iaplus area. A Palestinian youth was arrested by IDF on
atwith a gun wielded by another settler and not by any of tharges that he had tried to stab an Israeli soldier on Shuhada
nine Palestinians who had brought their flocks to graze on thgreet which separates the Palestinian Authority-controlled

Ma'aon ranch that day, as claimed by settlers. Thgea of Hebron from the sector controlled by Isradhé
Commander stated that the settler was struck by bullets frgggrysalem Timess May)

a weapon wielded by one of the other settlers as they tried to7 M Palestinian lab ; E |
drive off the Palestinians. He stated that his investigation w(]:1§ - On ay, a Palestinian labourer from East Jerusalem

based on an eyewitness account and other evidence. Isr&@f} moie;ately v_vohubndeg errf‘ I\r;le was stabbed in thelback
police sources immediately dismissed his assertioff.in€ orthodox neighbourhood of Mea She‘arim in Jerusalem.

(Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Pos®3 April) quice stated _thaF it was the fifth stabbing in _the same
neighbourhood in six months and was apparently in revenge

134. On 26 April, an IDF patrol in the Jordan Valley shofoy the stabbing to death of a yeshiva student a day before.
and seriously injured in the chest an unarmed 28-year-qlda’aretz, Jerusalem Pos8 May)

Palestinian man who had tried to cross into Jordan near . .
138. On 13 May, an Arab construction worker was knifed

Na'aran, in the vicinity of Jericho. The man was transferre ; ) . X
by IDF helicopter to the Hadassah University Hospital, whef@ d€ath in Jerusalem on his way to work (see list). The police

he underwent surgery for a slight to moderate chest Wourﬂf"eved that the gs;ailant was a Jew a"e”‘-?l""g attacks on Jews
(Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Pos®8 April) by Arabs. Palestinian Legislative Council member Hatem

Abdul Khader stated that he had information confirming that
135. On 6 May, a 28-year-old yeshiva student was stabbgdewish terrorist militia was working in the Jerusalem area
to death on his way to morning prayers at the Western Waljainst Arab citizens. “We had warned Israel many times that
in the Old City of Jerusalem. He was attacked by two mefimyst set limits on the practices of settlers, but terrorist
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aggression against Palestinian citizens is increasing”, he checkpoint, where Palestinians mobbed a police post and
charged. In another development in Gaza, an estimated 1,000 headed for the IDF checkpoint less than one kilometre away.
Palestinians from the Fatah and Hamas demonstrated against IDF troops lobbed tear-gas grenades but soon resorted to live
Israel as part of protests to mark the fiftieth anniversary of Al-  fire in order to disperse the crowd. Palestinian sources stated
Nagba (the Catastrophe), that is, the creation of the State of that at least three people had been killed and some 72
Israel. Speakers called for a renewal of the intifada as wounded in that clash. Other Palestiniandleceie k
protesters burned Israeli flags and effigies of Prime Minister  clashes with troops outside the junction near the Gush Katif
Benjamin Netanyahu. Other protest marches were held in and Morag settlements. According to Palestinian sources,
several areas of the West Bank, including Tulkarm and the some 200 Palestinians were injured, most slightly, during
Dehaishe refugee camp outside Bethlehetarisalem Post other clashes in the West Bank. The most violent

14 May) confrontations broke out in Hebron, where 96 Palestinians

139. On 13 May, a Palestinian labourer was stabbed to deXt® wounded by IDF gunfire, including a 24-year-old youth

on his way to work in West Jerusalem. This was the fiftWho was critically injured. Eyewitnesses reported that
stabbing to have occurred in a month in the area of t ndreds of Palestinians had thrown stones and other objects

religious school (yeshiva) in the Jewish Botlox quarter of at soldiers, who responded with plastic bullets, tear-gas and

Mea Shearim. None of the other stabbings were fatal Tll%ter with live ammunition. In Bethlehem, 25 Palestinians
Israeli police believe the labourer was killed to avenge tHEere injured near Rachel's Tomb wher] hundreds of marchers
death of a settler who had been gunned down by unknO\ﬁHaCked soldiers, who responded with tear-gas and rubber

assailants in the OId City a week earliefhe Jerusalem bullets. Five Palestinians were wounded in Jenin. In
Times 15 May) Ramallah, thousands of demonstrators headed towards an IDF

checkpoint on the road to Jerusalem. Several of the
140. On 14 May, between 7 and 10 Palestinians wétedk gemonstrators pulled out guns and began firing in the air. The
(see list) and 300 to 400 wounded, up to 13 seriously, durityshes began as soon as the demonstrators arrived at the
clashes throughout the territories between IDF troops apfeckpoint. Palestinian sources reported that 90
Palestinian demonstrators marking the fiftieth anniversary §dmonstrators had been injured. Other violent clashes
Al-Nagba (the Catastrophe), that s, the founding of the Stad@curred in the vicinity of the Psagot settlement and the
of Israel. According to the Palestinian Authority, nearly onRgajandia refugee camp. In East Jerusalem, the march marking
quarter of those wounded were under the age of 14. T anniversary of Al-Nagba was forcibly dispersed by police
Palestinian Authority's Health Ministry issued a statemening porder police forces. During ensuing riots in A-Zahara
accusing Israeli forces of aggression against Palestinigng salah el Din streets, Palestinian youths threw stones at
ambulances that were evacuating the wounded. The statemgilice and border policemen who responded with tear-gas and
stressed that shooting medical personnel violatgdpper bullets, injuring five people, one seriously. The police
international law. Thirteen soldiers and two Israeli citizengsported that one border policeman was slightly injured by
were slightly injured by stones and incendiary bottles duringstone. Clashes also broke out in the Shu’afat refugee camp,
the same clashes. IDF officers stated that Palestinians w@jigere youths blocked roads, set garbage containers on fire

exaggerating the number of Palestinians wounded on purpogge threw stones at the border policda(aretz, Jerusalem
OC Judea and Samaria (West Bank), Brig.-Gen. Yitzhadgst 15 May; Jerusalem Post2 May)

Eitan, stressed that no live ammunition had been fired by the . . ) .
Israeli security forces in the West Bank. The IDF spokesmf}ﬁ'l' On 14 May, eight Palestinians weriédd in the Gaza

stated that in Gaza, troops fired live ammunition onlywheﬁm_p and hundr_eds wou_nded, e_|g_ht C”t'c"_i”y' in clashes
their lives were in danger. Otherwise they used rubber aflffind céremonies marking the fiftieth anniversary of Al-
plastic bullets and tear-gas to disperse the rioters. Reactmaqba (the Catast_r(_)prle). The event was christened ) The
to the clashes, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu blam%arch of?he_One Million™. In a separate development, a fire-
the Palestinian Authority for stirring up hostility towardsl:’omb'ng incident was reported at one of the outer gates, Bab
Israel. He made no reference to the fact that human lives wé*rletha_“meh’ of the_ Al-Agsa Mosqu_e In Jerusa_lem. The
lost. In the Gaza Strip, clashes broke out at the Gush Ka{ﬁ]am|c Higher Council suspected Jewish settlers in the Old

Netzarim and Morag junctions when hundreds of Palestiniafrdy 1© be behind the actThe Jerusalem TimesS and 22
marched towards IDF soldiers, throwing stones arlday.

incendiary bottles. In some of the clashes, gunshots from ligh42. On 16 May, clashes between Palestinians and IDF
weapons were fired at the soldiers, who responded with troops continued in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Long
gunfire. The most severe rioting occurred at the Erez clashes were reported in Hebron where Palestinian

24



A/53/136/Add.1

demonstrators threw stones and fire-bombs at IDF troops, case, Palestinians claimed that on the three sites of clashes
who responded with rubber bullets and tear-gas, injuring at (the Morag settlement, Gush Katif junction and the Erez
least five Palestinians. Other clashes between IDF troops and industrial zone), soldiers had not faced life-threatening danger

Palestinians broke out in the vicinity of the Jelazone refugee  which justified the deadly shodtingwetz, 17 May)

camp where protesters threw stones and incendiary bottig&_ On 24 May, some 50,000 right-wing activists staged

at s_oldier.s. IDF reported th.a.t an IDF officer and a borde({ parade through the Old City of Jerusalem as part of the
police officer were slightly injured by a stone. In anothe

incident | i lahtly iniured wh N {hirty-first annual Jerusalem Day celebrations. At Nablus
incident, an Israell woman was stightly Injured When ston€g,e the activists exchanged words with Palestinian youths
were thrown at her vehicle at the Tapuh junction near t

Ariel settl h of Nablus. At the Al-Naiah Uni ter the marchers had verbally abused and spat at the
riel settlement south of Nablus. At the Al-Naja nIVers"qf:’alestinianyouths, according to eyewitnesses. At one point,

in Nablus, an exhibition organized by the Islamic bloc to mart'fﬁe Palestinians started throwing stones and empty bottles at

the fiftieth anniversary of Al-Naqba was attended by SOMfie marchers and police. Another confrontation occurred in

1,000 s.tu.d.ents. An Isr.aell flaglvyas spread at thg entrance;lg vicinity of Herod'’s Gate, where Palestinians threw stones
the exhibition hall, forcing the visitors to tread on it. Student

: . . 3nd bottles at the marchers and police, slightly injuring two
also stabbed an effigy of Prime Mlnlst_er Benjam_ln Netanyah}‘harchers. In a separate incident in East Jerusalem, three
In the Old City of Jerusalem, Muslim worshippers thre

) i \%cendiary bottles were thrown at the Jewish enclave in Ras-al
stones at the Western Wall, compelling the police to Ordirmud. The bottles exploded on the road adjacent to the
Jewish worshippers to vacate the plaza. Two bord

i iniured by stond&agfoficial gt §bttlers’ building without causing any injuries. In another
policemen were injured by ston@sagfoiicials managed to development, clashes between IDF troops and Palestinian

calm the (_jemonstrators anq halt the stone-_throwing \_Nithmemonstrators occurred near Rachel's Tomb in Bethlehem.
several minutes and the police allowed Jewish WorSh'ppefﬁere was no information about casualties. In another

to retu”rn to thefvglalll. 't’.‘ gnotther |nC|detnht In Eatst Jerulee'gevelopment, it was reported that the police had arrested eight
a small group of Palestinian teenagers threw stones at borgey. iinians suspected of stoning Jewish worshippers at the

pol_icemen on Salah _eI Din Street, slightly injuring thre_%Vestern Wall from the Temple Mount the previous week.
policemen and damaging a number of parked cars. The po'f—cﬁrther arrests were expectedetusalem Pos24 May:
responded with rubber bullets, slightly injuring three you'[h?%a’aretz; Jerusalem Pos25 May) '

Eighteen Palestinians were detained for questioning.
(Ha’aretz, Jerusalem PostL7 May) 145. On 22 May, it was reported that some 20 Palestinians

hi dth lestini had been wounded in Hebron the previous week in ongoing
143. On 16 March, itwas reported that 17 Palestinians Wlaf’ashes which had erupted at the contact points of Shuhada

had_ been in_jurzd:uriqg (I:_Iascrlwes Withdl_DF troohps in tlhe G?.Zj\ﬂd Shalala Streets, between the Palestinian-controlled and
Strip remaine OSp.'ta ized. Accor _m_g to the Pg ?St'n'qgraeli—controlled sectors of Hebron. IDF closed down about
Centre for Human Rights, 71 Palestinians were injured %)O shops following the throwing of a Molotov cocktail in the

IDF. soldiers d_uring AI-Na_q_ba demonstrations in the Gazt‘j”}rection of the inner city settlement of Beit Hadassarhé
Strip, 47 by live ammunition and 25 by rubber bu”etsjerusalem Time22 May)

Dozens of others were injured by tear-gas inhalation and

treated on the spot. Twenty were rushed to hospitals but wéi¢6. On 23 and 24 May, sporadic clashes were reported in
later released. Fifty-two of the casualties were injured in thrusalem and its surroundings during Israel’s celebration of
upper part of the body. Twenty-nine were under the age of 1¥erusalem Day. Eyewitnesses claim that mounted police and
According to the human rights organization and thleorder police beat several Palestinians, including an eight-
Commander of the Palestinian security forces, the fact théar-old boy, with batons and horsewhips in the Damascus
most of the casualties were injured in the upper part of tigate area. The Jerusalem Timeg29 May)

body proved that IDF soldiers had shot to kill and not to deta7. On 28 May, it was reported that GSS, with the help of
or keep protesters away. They stated that the killing of a malg Jerusalem Police Minority Division, had recently arrested
nurse and the numerous attacks against the ambulance he y@@®rab woman from Samaria (West Bank) suspected of
travelling in proved their claim. According to the Director-stabbing a 15-year-old yeshiva student outside Damascus
General of the Palestinian Authority Information Ministry, th&sate on 31 January. A police spokesman stated that the

direct shootings had fomented the situation and increased {fiman had confessed to the stabbing and re-enacted it.
number of people who threw stones and came near thrrusalem Pos8 May)

settlements. Eyewitnesses claimed that soldiers at the Gus - .
Katif junction had opened fire before being stoned. In a%ﬂs' On 28 May, several Palestinian youths clashed with

ettlers who had forced their way past the Palestinian
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checkpoint near the Shrine of Nabi Yousef at the eastern an artillery bomb while herding sheep and goats in Wadi el

entrance of NablusT(he Jerusalem Time5 June) Maleh in the vicinity of his village. According to the
residents’ testimonies, the area where the explosion occurred
was not fenced and belonged to the victim’s family. Following

B. Administration of justice, including the the incident, the Tubas Council head, Diab Abu Hazran, told
right to a fair trial the Association of Physicians for Human Rights that tens of
thousands oflunums of land of th&10,000dunums owned
1. Palestinian population by Tubas and the surrounding villages had been declared

149. On 8 January, it was reported thatcording to the clqsed military zones 'although thellan.d belonged to the
residents and was their means of livelihood as farm and

ruling of a Jerusalem District Labour Court, settlements weré

- . . IgJasture land. Mr. Abu Hazran also stated that IDF did not
to pay Palestinian employees according to Israeli law. The

Court ruling came in response to a request filed by the Givgl?ld its exercises on a specific, fixed piece of land but seized

, ) ) . tens of thousands of dunums, thereby destroying whole areas
Ze'ev Local Council to annul a claim by Palestinian ) ) o . .
o . and endangering the residents’ lives by leaving behind

employees against it on the grounds that the law in force in ~ " . A
remains of ammunition. The IDF Criminal Investigation

the case of Palestinians was the local law in Judea anision which had opened an investigation into the death
Samaria (West Bank), which included Jordanian law an ' b 9 '

legislation concerning securityi@’aretz, 8 January) concluded that the fire practice area where the incident
) occurred was not fenced but that signs had been posted at the

150. On 11 January, the Israeli High Court afdges entrances two months before the incident. It also observed
reviewed the interrogation methods used on Palestinigiat the headmen of villages in the area had been notified
detainee Abdel Rahman Ghneimat. The panel decided thatibre than once of the fact that the area was a fire practice
would not oppose such methods for the duration of higone and that residents had been evacuated from there several
detention, at least in the immediate future. A similar revietimes during the months preceding the incident. It also
panel reached the same verdict on 7 January when considefiaghted out that while the victim’s father had stated that his
the case of Fuad Qur’an, a Bir Zeit student. Qur’an angsbn used to herd their sheep in the area without knowing it
Ghneimat have similar cases in that both have had thgjas a fire practice zone, other family members reported that
detention periods extended repeatedly and have begRsyknew that it was a fire practice area but continued to herd
subjected to torture several times. The Israeli military couiteir sheep and goats there for lack of other alternatives. In
also denied Ghneimat access to his lawyghg Jerusalem the light of the aforementioned, the Military Advocate-
Times 16 January) General decided to close the fildd@'aretz, 27 January)

151. On 13 January, the LodiMary Court sentenced four 154, On 1 March, the Lod Mtary Court remanded for an
Druze residents from Majdal Shams in the Golan Heights {giditional 10 days a Palestinian man charged with funnelling
prison for injuring IDF soldiers and damaging state-ownefdnds from the United States-based Holy LaraiRdation to
property. Two were sentenced to seven and a half yearsigilies of dead or imprisoned Hamas activists. Maj-Gen.
imprisonment plus a two and a half year suspended sentenget.) Oren Shahor, the former Government Coordinator for
One was sentenced to 15 months of imprisonment, plus a ZRe West Bank and Gaza, stated in this connection that Hamas
month suspended sentence. The fourth defendant W@ for years built itself up using money supposedly destined
sentenced to 18 months of imprisonment plus a one and a Hatfcharity. “These funds”, Shahor told Israel radio, “enable
year suspended sentencda(aretz, 14 January) the underwriting of both ‘terrorist’ actions and provide
152. On 22 January, an Israeli district court ruled incfar ~ @SSistance to those they call the victims of activities on their
of a settler group and against a Palestinian family in a caseSiffe — murderers or, more accurately, families of murderers”.
ownership and possession of a home in the Agbat Ajerusalem Posg March)

Khaldiyeh Quarter in Jerusalem. The owner, Naelah Zaroys5. On 1 March, the Lod Mtary Court sentenced a
has appealed the court’s rulingTie Jerusalem Times member of a Hamas cell from Tsurif, which had planned
30 January) numerous attacks against Israelis, to 20 months of
153. On 27 January, it was reported that thdlitsiy IMPrisonment. Kia’aretz, 2 March)

Advocate-General, Uri Shaham, had ordered closed thg6. On 1 March it was reported that two members of the so-
investigation into the circumstances in the death of a 14-yeaflled Surif cell appeared in Lydda court to face charges of
old Palestinian boy from Tubas village in the northern Westembership in the Qassam Brigade and for plotting suicide
Bank who was killed on 19 Januat@97 by the explosion of attacks against Israeli targets. The two, Abdel Rahman
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Ghneimat and Jamal El-Hour, both from the village of Surif, sentenced to three and a half months in prison while the third,
near Hebron, were abducted by Israeli soldiers in November who was tried in Beit El, was sentenced to 30 months.
1997 while being transported by the Palestinian Preventive  According to the detainees, these cases were the last straw.
Security from Hebron, where they were being held inHafaretz, 19 March)

detention, to Nablus. The two have been on a hunger stri#go On 30 March, the Lod Mtary Court sentenced a 20-

since 17 ngruary n pr.otegt against their torture _and Ik/ear-old Hamas “terrorist” to four years in prison for planning
treatment in the Israeli prisonThe Jerusalem Times

6 March to set off a bomb in the Jerusalem Mall and kidnap Mayor
arch) Ehud Olmert. Jerusalem PosB1 March)

157. On 8 March, the Lod Mtary Court sentenced two 161. On 13 April, it was reported that adge of the High

Palesrflnllans f_rom fSurbB?her.(Eastljerusale;:m) t? 19,andéasurt of Justice had issued an interim order instructing the
months in prison for belonging to Hamas, for planning i@y, agministration to refrain from evicting 22 members of

abduct and murde.r IDF soldiers, for ha”d'”g .out.Hamqﬁe Jahalin tribe from their places of residence. The judge also
leaflets, for transferring messages to Hamas activists in PrisQered the Civil Administration to refrain from destroying

and for throwing stones at the s_ecu,rity forces. The e petitioners’ tents and tin shacks pending a ruling on their
defendants reportedly pleaded guiligaretz, Jerusalem appeal by a bench composed of three judges. The Jahalin

Post 9 March) tribesmen appealed to the High Court, demanding that the
158. On 17 March, OC IDF troops in the West Bank Civil Administrationale the demolition orders against
extended the administrative detention of a Palestinian their tin shacks and tents or suspend their execution until a
suspected of perpetrating security offences only a few days permanent solution was found regarding their place of
after a military judge had ordered his detention period to be resideHegaletz, 13 April)

sh_qrtened. The detainee’s attorney was reportedlytol_d by ng. On 22 April, the Jerusalem Magistrate’s Court rejected
mlllta_ry advocates that an army _o_fflcer was autho_rlzed 3 reguest by a resident of the Gaza Strip to order IDF to
certain ca.:,r(]as dtot c_)vert’urln a m'l'ta:y Jlu?tgef :ﬁ“ngjl_tl%ompensate him for a severe disability he allegedly suffered
respons’e, € detainee s lawyer sent a letler to the MiMaly 5 o5yt of an incident in which IDF soldiers had thrown

advocate’s office stating that this claim turned m|I|taryJudge|§im from his rooftop. The man, Nasser Nassman, aged 38
dell_beratlng on appeals against detention order_s INt0 MefGimed that in January 1988, soldiers had stormed his rooftop
advisers and rendered the right to appeal totally 'neﬁeCt'V\?fhere he was with his family, beat him and all those present

(Ha'aretz, 18 March) and then threw him over the railing down two floors. As a

159. On 19 March, it was reported that Palestinian security result of the fall, he suffered a 65 per céitydiselnding

detainees in Meggido Prison who were awaiting trial had paralysis of the legs. In its ruling, the Court stated that the
decided to boycott the Lod Military Court because of serious claimant had failed to provide sufficient evidence in civil suits
complaints that they had against its president, Lieutenant thatthe injury he had sustained was caused by soldiers when
Colonel Yoram Nachniel. The detainees had been theythrew him from the rooftop. The justice explained that
complaining for a long time that the sentences meted out by the versions of the incident described by the claimant and the
Justice Nachniel were harsher than those handed down for the  witnesses who had appeared on his behalf were so full of
same offences in other military courts. They also charged that contradictions as to make the claim unreliable. Regarding the
Justice Nachniel tended not to honour plea bargains between question of how the injury had been sustained, the justice
the prosecution and the defence and meted out harsher observed that “it should not be excluded that for some reason,
sentences than those agreed upon. According to the detainees, Nassman had tried to escape from the roof and since the
Justice Nachniel was particularly strict and rejected plea houses are located one near to the other, he thought that he
bargains because he resided in a settlement (Elkanah). For could jump over to another roof — but fell instead”.
example, on 9 March, he rejected a plea bargain concernirtdg’afetz, 23 April)

a detainee held since 1994 on suspicion obhging to and 163. On 3 May, the Lod Hiitary Court sentenced Hamas
carrying O_Ut actions on behalf of Hamas. The Qefence ano! tqgrrorist“ and gang member from Tsurif, Riad Abu Hamadia,
prosecution had ag'reed to appeal for an eight year prisgfy,  consecutive life sentences plus five years for his role
sentence, while Justice Nachniel had handed down a sentemcaomng and carrying out “terrorist” attacks in which nine
of 11 years plus a three year suspended sentence. T qjis were killed. Hamadia, aged 22, confessed to the
detainees also cited the case of three family members Wheﬂ};{rges against him, claiming that he had acted to protect the

they claimed were accused of the same offences. Accordinghts of Palestinians Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post May)
to the detainees, the two who were tried in Adura’im were
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164. On 7 May, the Nlitary Court of Appeals handed down year-old woman waswcted of committing a racist act,
harsher sentences against two Arabs convicted of planning supporting a terrorist organization, attempting to give
to kidnap soldiers and pursuing other activities in that religious offence and of attempted vandalism. She was also
connection. One of the defendants, who had previously been convicted of endangering life by throwing stones at Arab
sentenced to 21 months in prison, had his prison term drivers on 28 June. Stating that Susskin was guilty of a
extended to 27 months, while the other defendant had his “revolting and degenerate act which offended the feelings of
prison term extended from 19 months to 25 months. The Moslems in Israel and the entire world”, the judge explained
Court accepted the prosecution’s claim that harsher sentences that he had taken into consideration the fact that she was “not
should be handed down as a deterrent, in the light of the fact in complete mental health” when deciding her sentence,
that the kidnapping of soldiers had become a common task  which could otherwise have amounted to up to 26 years in
for “terrorist” organizations. Still, the Court found that the prisdia(aretz, Jerusalem Pos9 January; also referred

fact that the defendants had admitted to the charges against Tteiderusalem Timeg6 January)

them _and Were minors at t.he t,'me the offer]ces Wei%9. one6 February, it was reported that the Hebron Brigade
committed constituted extenuating circumstancela’éretz, Commander, Colonel Yigal Sharon, had sentenced two

8 May) soldiers to a week in prison for “unbecoming behaviour”. The

165. On 14 May, the Jerusalem Magistrate’'s Court rejected soldiers reportedly defiled a Palestinian rooftop they were
a claim by the family of Sami Abu Jamma, aresident of Rahat guarding and had argued with an Arab family about it.
who was killed during clashes with police following the CaveJerusalem Pos6 February)

of the Patriarchs massacre, to order the State to pay them I%?O On 1 March, the Jerusalem Magistrate’s Court

1 miII_ion in compensation. The_justice ruled that there WaSntenced two Jewish extreme right-wing activists, aged 16

no evidence that the bullet that hit Abu Jamma was fired frlod 20, to 15 months in prison plus a five-month suspended

a p(l)(ljlcl;a Weiap(;)nhandhthatheve_n if this had t_)e((jan thg casedhtence for burning a Palestinian-owned car in Jerusalem in

ZO;J € ru,e tt alt tN? shooting was carried out In S(allfhe aftermath of a suicide bombing attack in the city six
efence. kia'aretz, 15 May) months earlier. The judge reportedly agreed to defer the

166. On 17 May, a religious Jewish Haredi courtissued an execution of the sentence in order to enable the two to appeal

unprecedented ruling branding as a fugitive from the law a to the High Court of Justice against the severity of the

member of its community suspected of stabbing five Arab sentehi@a(etz, 2 March)

workers in the Mea Shearim Quarter of Jerusalem over t G

past few mon_ths. The "T‘OS_t recent att_ack cost 51-year-ce ee Palestinian workers at the Tarkumiya roadblock on 10
labourer Kheiri Algm h'S. life. The ruling a_lso asked_ theJ\/Iarch were released from detention on the orders of OC
mempers of the comm_unlty to coopgrate with the pohf:e Bentral Command Maj.-Gen. Uzi Dayan. Dayan claimed that
tracking _dovv_n tgg killer. Tbhe ruling hmarkls the hf"stthe driver of the van carrying the Palestinians had driven in
cooperat_lon HZI h Iyearls_ S etV\%_eeth € “I”a"T’Tt 0 dangerous and suspicious way, which had caused the
ggn;/lmunlty and the Israeli StateTffe Jerusalem Times soldiers to believe that their commanding officer had been

ay) struck. He stressed, however, that the incident had not been
167. On 27 May, the Lod Mitary Court sentenced three an attempted “terrorist” attack. He stated that the paratroopers
Hamas activists to a five-year suspended sentence for had been arrested because of the tragic outcome but, as the
planning to kill Israeli citizens, the first part of which they investigation had unfolded, it became clear that there was no
were to spend in prison (two were sentenced to 30 months in  justification for keeping them in detention. He also observed
prison while the third was sentenced to 24 months in prison). that, during the two years of his present command, not one

1. On 12 March, two paratroopers who shot aiidé

(Jerusalem PosR8 May) soldier had stood trial related to incidents that took place
during operational activities. The Palestinian Authority
2. lIsraelis charged that the Tarkumiya incident was a heinous crime.

168. On 8 January, Tatiana Susskin was sentenced byialﬁsnglan Aru;hborétyRMlbnt;stertOI Igf?r:rr:at\::onpa?d :i:r?iltiraljid
Jerusalem District Court to two years of imprisonment plus ars, Yasse €d Rabbo, stated that the Faléstinians

a one-year suspended sentence for posting caricature?nrﬁ)llltati]cept Isrtael S |nvebst|g[§t|(d)n‘2/1:/th3 affalrglr:g otlemandtedl
Hebron on 27 June 1997 of the Prophet Mohammed depicte&l 1€ paratroopers e tried. “We deman ata neutra
investigation be set up and that the soldiers responsible be

as a pig writing in a book entitled “The Qur’an”. Susskinis "~ N . .
amember of the extreme right-wing Kach movement. The pRunished”, Mr. Rabbo stated, warning that failure by Israel
to bring the soldiers to trial would be interpreted as
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encouraging soldiers to continue perpetrating such crimes the leg of the other to their jeep and dragged him for dozens
against the Palestinian people. Finally, he stated that he did of metres. The justice stated in his ruling that he had been
not know of any Israeli who remained in prison fallikg a positively impressed by the personality of each of the
Palestinian. The Palestinian demand that the soldiers be tried policemen and the sincerity of their regrets. He also
was widely condemned by Israeli officials. Prime Minister r@sged positively to a request by the defence to defer the
Benjamin Netanyahu’s communications adviser, David Bar execution of the sentence for 20 days in order to enable the
lllan, stated that the soldiers had “acted in accordance with  policemen to appeal to the High Court of Jiatarets,
regulations” and accused the Palestinian Authority of 28 April)

legitimizing the resort to violence as a policy instrumen&75_ On 21 May, Mitary prosecutors announced that the

(Ha'aretz Jerusalem Post2 March;Jerusalem Post3, IDF paratroopers who had shot dead three Palestinian

15 and 17 March) workers and wounded two others at the Tarkumiya roadblock

172. On 15 March, the Judea and Samaria (West Bank) on 10 March would not be court-martialled. Their decision
police issued arrest warrants against settlers who had rioted came after Central Command prosecutors reviewed the case
in the Abu Sneinah neighbourhood in Hebron. The arrests amdifthat the soldiers had responded properly, given that

were not made on the Sabbath out of consideration for the theyfelt that their lives were in imminent danger. The incident
settlers. On 17 March, police stated that only 5 or 6 of the 25 reportedly occurred when a squad of IDF paratroopers
settlers to whom summons had been issued regarding alleged manning the Tarkumiya roadblock riddled a van carrying
rioting in Hebron on 13 March had turned up for questioning.  Palestinian labourers with bullets after it had jerked forward
They had been released on bail after they had signed a at high speed, overtaken a line of cars and appeared about to
commitment to refrain from entering the Palestinian run down an IDF sergeant. Initially, OC Central Command
Authority-controlled area of the town. Judea and Samaria Maj.-Gen. Uzi Dayan ordered the arrest of the paratroopers,
(West Bank) police spokesman Opher Silvan stated that the a move heavily criticized by many officers and soldiers.
police would seek arrest warrants for those who had failed to However, they were released a day later. The killings sparked
report for questioning. On 18 March, however, police in  days of heavy rioting in the territories, during which at least
Hebron stated that they would hold off sending arrest warrants  two Palestinians were killed. Dr. Ahmed Tibi, a senior aide

to settlers who had ignored the summons. Judea and Samaria to Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat, stated that
(West Bank) police spokesman Opher Silvan explained that the decision not to try the soldiers “affirms what we had said
the decision had come after two additionattkss had turned in the past: that Palestinian blood is cheap. The message

up at the police station. He added that since things had calmed being sent by the Israeli Government to its soldiers in the field
down in the town, the police preferred to delay applying for is that you can kill Palestinians with impuhigyargtz,

warrants. Ha'aretz, 15 March;Jerusalem Postl6 and 19 Jerusalem PosR2 May)

March;Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post.8 March) 176. On 29 May, it was reported that Israeli courts had

173. On 20 April, the Jerusalem Magistrate’s Court gave a acquitted the soldiers responsible fdlirnthe &t the
resident of the Dolev settlement the benefit of the doubt and  Tarkumiya checkpoint in Marclillifigs took place when
acquitted him on charges of injuring lgynshots a 17-year- Israeli soldiers opened fire on a van carrying passengers
old Palestinian youth after his car had been stoned in Harbata returning from their workplace in Israel to the town of Dura.
village. The justice ruled that the link between the shots fired Three wédledkand five others were injured.The

by the settler on that day and the injury of the youth and iteerusalem Timg9 May)

timing was not sufficiently evidentHa'aretz, 21 April)

174. On 27 April, three border policemen who had T P
: - : - C. Treatment of civilian
kidnapped and abused two Palestinian men six months earlleg eatment of civilians
were sentenced to prison terms ranging from one year to one-

. General developments
and-a-half years plus a one-year suspended sentence. The
three were convicted of causing injury, kidnapping,(a) Harassment and physicalill-treatment

threatening, abusing their authority and destroying evidenge;7 - on 22 January, the Attorney of the Jerusalem District
The policemen reportedly ordered two Palestinians froff 5 charge sheet against three border policemen who had
Safafa village to come into their jeep and drove them 10 thfegely abused two Palestinians from the El Khader village

Begin Forest (south of Jerusalem) where they struck them gf| 12 August.997. The three were charged with a series of
over the body with planks of wood and stones, leaving thegy, ;ses against the Palestinians, including serious injuries
with serious injuries. After releasing one of them, they tied
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under aggravating circumstances, kidnapping, threats, abuse eliminating their body waste at one of the corners of the roof
of power and the destruction of evidence. According to the and that their urine came down the drainpipe straight to the
charge sheet, the three defendants came across the balconynear their kitchen. In addition, the soldiers sometimes
Palestinians while patrolling Beit Safafa. After checking their  threw leftovers of food into their inner court yard. According
identification cards, they ordered them to get into their jeep to eyewitnesses, soldiers also washed their hands in the
and lower their heads in order to prevent them from seeing family’'s water tanks, thus preventing them from using the
where they were being taken. At a certain point, they pulled water. Furthermore, because of the noise they were making
up at an isolated spot and ordered one of the Palestiniansto and their harassment, the couple were prevented from
get off, after which they beat him with wooden planks and sleeping in their bedroom which is located below the
stones, injuring him in the head and face and causing a observation post. The woman also complained that she was
haemorrhage in the eyelids, as well as internal bleeding. They sexually harassed by the soldiers on two occasions, one of
then ordered the other Palestinian to get out of the jeep, after which was when her husband was away visiting relatives on
which they started to beat him as well. As a result of the the occasion of Ramadan. The woman also stated that the
beatings, he fell to the ground. One of the policemen then soldier«kepking on hedoor and verbally abusing her,

drew his gun and threatened to shoot him unless he stood up. including bar a whore. She also indicated that, on one

When he rose to his feet, he was beaten with planks and occasion, soldiers stoned her 10-year-old son who is mentally
stones. The policemen then tied him to the jeep and started ill after she had ignored their curses and their calls for her to
to drag him along the ground. After being dragged, the come out. When she heard her child crying and shouting, she
Palestinian tried to escape but was caught and beaten once came out and was Hibulties with a stone. The woman

again. As a result of the beatings, he suffered from a stated that she felt threatened in her own house and that the
haemorrhage in the eyelids, a fracture and swelling in the soldiers violated her privacy. She also claimed that she was
nose, swelling and injuries on the head, injuries on the back, harassed by settlers who verbally abused her and threw stones
and a haemorrhage and injuries on the hands and legs. The ather house. In responding to the charges, the IDF spokesman
charge sheet also claimed that, following the physical abuse, stated that “in the light of the security situation in Hebron and
the policemen burned their victims’ identification cards, as a result of incidents involving the throwing of stones at
knowing that they could be used as evidence against thelmuses located in the Avraham Avinu cooymd, IDF had set
(Ha'aretz, 22 January) up a number of new outposts, including one on the house of

178. On 1 February, the head of the Justice Ministry’s Poliélée complainant. IDF soldiers and officers avoid any kind of

Investigation Department, lawyer Eran Shendar, stated tlggpfrontaﬂon with the local population and see to it that the

some 100 cases involving mainlv violence by border OIiCréopulation is treated properly. Nevertheless, the complaints
g y y P uld be examined by IDF and the policeH#§ aretz, 3 and

against Palestinians occurred every year. The incidenf§
principally involved border policemen on compulsory servicg February)

who beat Palestinians caught in Israel without a permit. A80. On 5 February, OC Central Command, Maj.-Gen. Uzi

large number of Palestinians who had been beaten did not file Dayan, ordered soldiers and border policemen serving in
complaints and even when they did, there was an objective Judea and Samaria (West Bank) to treat Palestinians with
difficulty in identifying the policemen involved in the morerespectand resortto less violence. The orders followed
incidents since the complainants only provided a general arecentincrease in complaints by West Bank residents about
description. Mr. Shendar added, however, that all complaints  their treatment at the hands of IDF. Many complaints
about police violence were thoroughly investigated. reportedlycame from Palestinians claiming mistreatment at
(Ha'aretz, 2 February) roadblocks set up during the past month amid warnings of

179. On 3 February, it was reported that a 38-year-omann6d “terrorist” attacks.Ha’'aretz, Jerusalem Post

Palestinian woman from Hebron had recently filed fou(? February)

complaints with the Hebron police. Two complaints 181. On 6 February, it was reported that OC Border Police,
concerned sexual harassment by IDF soldiers, while two Yitzhak Dadon, had ordered the removal from service with
concerned damage and disturbances caused by soldiers who border police of two newly recruited border policemen
stood guard at an outpost set up on her rooftop. The woman suspected of abusing Arab minors. The policemen, who
and her husband complained that the setting up of an confessed to beating Arab youths and leaving them in a forest
observation post on their roof had caused a serious southof Jerusalem, were sent back to an IDF induction centre.
deterioration in the quality of their lives. The couple Onthe other hand, the Justice Ministry's Police Investigation
complained that, over the past month, soldiers had takento Unit decided not to take administrative measures against six
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other border policemen who had been involved in the85. On 4 February, Internal Security Minister, gdor

incident. The accusations against the six, who were in a Kahalani, stated that the peace process had often prevented
vehicle in which the Arab youths were beaten, concerned non-  the Israeliiiathfoom dealing with what he described as
interference and failure to report the incident to their a phenomenon of illegal Palestinian construction in East
superiors. (a’aretz, 6 February) Jerusalem. He stated that Palestinians had recently built many

182. On 6 February, three Palestinian widows from Hebr(ﬂ?uses in East Jerusalem in an attempt to create facts on the
on Whose rooftop 'IDF had set up an observation pogfound. He indicated, however, thatecently created house
complained of harassment by IDF soldiers. The women stafigmelition unitwas patrolling the city to locat®uses in the

that since the setting up of the post, they had been Iivingfi'ﬁSt stages of construction. This would enable the authorities

fear, with their doors locked day and night. They stated thit deal with the phenomenon through a shprt procedu're rat.her

on rainy days, their staircase was filled with soldiers wh@an through thelcourts’, thereby preventing the continuation
would not clear the way to allow them to enter or leave the?rf the construction.ija’aretz 5 February)

homes. Guests coming to visit them were subjected to 186. On 7 February, Palestinian police scuffled with IDF
thorough checks and their gifts opened. On one occasion, a after soldiers demolished several “illegal” Palestinian
gift plastic gun for one of the children was confiscated. The buildings. The IDF spokesman explained that the demolitions
women also complained of garbage being thrown and the had been carried out after the Palestinians had ignored
contamination of their drinking water with urine, coffee and Israel’s order to halt the construcltenusglem Post8

leftovers. One widow expressed fear that soldiers would take February)

rsvenrg]ge qn her sons. Al_nother vr\]/idow,fa r_nr(])therhof ﬁ\ie' statei%7_ On 3 March, the Civil Administration demolished three
that she did not dare climb to the roof without her eldest 115, ogtinian homes in the Hebron area on the grounds that they
year_—old son. She_ stated that one day when her water tank Was been built sillegally’. In an attempt to prevent the
leaking, she dec@ed togoupto the_roof butas soon as iy sition of one of the houses, a mother locked herself up
tu_rned on the staircase Ilghts_ a soldier (_:harged towards et e house with her two children and threatened to blow up
with a gun. On another occasion, & soldier ask?d her: H%rself and her children with a gas canister. Soldiers,
can the three of you manage without husbands?”. The wo ever, smashed the windows and forcibly dragged the

stated that_ Sh? was living in constant fear of being attackggl ., oyt The woman stated that, during the confrontation,
bythe soldiers in an indecent mannéia(aretz 6 February) one of the soldiers had seized her three-year-old son and

(b) Collective punishment threatened to shoot both of them. Afterwards, she was
(i) Houses or rooms that were demolished or sealed overpowered by a large number of soldiers who took her out
of the house. She stated that soldiers had grabbed her by the
183. On 4 January, IDF is reported to have sealed off for ORgjr and dragged her some 200 metres. She also claimed that
month Palestinian houses surrounding the Avraham Avife soldiers had torn her clothes and thrown her into a water
Jewish enclave as a warning against continued attacks agab”if?tfollowing which a bulldozer demolished her home. The
Jewish settlers in Hebront@'aretz 4 January) IDF spokesman stated that the woman had behaved violently

184. On 27 January, the police evicted from Jerusalem Cigvards the soldiers, threatened to stab them, turned the gas
Hall several dozens of “Gush Shalom” and other left-wingn in order to blow her house up and threatened to pour
activists who demonstrated against the demolition @plllng water on the soldiers. He denied that the soldiers had
Palestinian homes in East Jerusalem. The protesters, W@id the woman's clothes or thrown her into a water pit. The
were described by Jerusalem Mayor Ehud Olmert @VI' Administration stated that her house had been built
“urchins”, claimed that the Municipality was demolishing'illegally” and that all legal procedures had been exhausted
Arab houses arbitrarily, out of political considerations angrior to its demolition, including an appeal to the High Court
according to demographic calculations. In #uhh, activists of Justice, which was also rejected. The demolitions of the
of the Israeli Committee Against Demolitions claimed tha@ther houses were also carried out following legal procedures.
owing to the impossibility of Arabs building legally and in the(Ha'aretz, 4 March)
light of the increase in the Arab population, many had npgg. on 22 March, Civil Administration officials
other choice but to build without a permit. They also chargegtcompanied by large numbers of IDF and police forces
that the demolitions were motivated by politicakonfiscated equipment used by a Palestinian family of 12
considerations rather than urban planningiafaretz, \yhose house on the southern outskirts of Hebron had been
28 January) demolished by the Civil Administration some three weeks
earlier on the grounds that it had been built “illegally”.
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According to eyewitness accounts, the soldiers and policemen warned, howeverhahédt they receive warning of a
used excessive force against the family who passively resisted planned attack, a total closure would be reimposed.
the operation. Video footage taken by Reuters cameraméta’a(etz, 1 January)

shoyved the wife being dragged away and handcuffed %2. On 2 January, IDF declared the casbah area in Hebron
soldiers. She was arrested together with her husband and Wosed military zone after two bombs were thrown at the

of their children. The IDF spokesman stated in response ﬂ}ﬁ}raham Avinu enclave in the cityHa'aretz Jerusalem
according to initial reports, the soldiers had been stoned alﬁgst 4 January) '

attacked by the Palestinians and had to use force in order to

arrest the assailants, four of whom had been detained ##3. On5 January, IDF imposed a curfew on Duiltage,
questioning. The family reportedly started to rebuild thefellowing an incident in which a Palestinian driver had
home with the help of peace activists after having camped@Rened fire at IDF vehicles near the Al-Fawwar refugee camp
three tents since their house was bulldozed. Civ@ind subsequentlyfled in the direction of Durbla(aretz, 6
Administration officials warned them that the home would béanuary)

demolished again since they still lacked a building permitg4. On 13 January, the Israeli authi@s sealed off several
The head of the family claimed that he had documenggreets inside the Old City of Hebron, the casbah. The streets,
showing that he owned 26 dunums of land at the site. He algfiich form the residential area of Hosh Shaheen, are part of
stated that their house was first demolished #88 and that Hebron’s Vegetab|e market and lie close to the Avraham

he had gone into debt trying to rebuild itH@'aretz  ayinu settlement. The Jerusalem Timed6 January)

Jerusalem Pos3 March . .
? ) 195. On5 March, it was reported that Israelis were banned

189. On 21 April, an Israeli security report charged thgtom entering Jenin, where a closure had been imposed for
“illegal” Palestinian construction in areas of the West Bang week, for fear that members of the “Black Panthers”
under full Israeli control remained “rampant” and oaged movement which operated in the town during the intifada
efforts to demolish the unlicensed structures. The governmeyduld try to k|dnap a soldier and hold him hostage in
study stated that 701 buildings had been completed Bychange for the release of a member of the movement who
Palestinians in 1997 whout licences from the Civil had been arrested a week earlier by undercover soldiers in
Administration. In the first three months of 1998, amyreaB. Merchants in Jenin claimed that their livelihood had
additional 74 structures had been built “illegally” by theyeen severely affected as a result of the closure since
Palestinians in area C, with the areas around Hebron af@usands of Israelis, most of whom were Arabs from the

Ramallah leading all other districts. The study continued @alilee, used to visit the town every weekdq'aretz,
observe that Israel had obtained orders for the demolition®iarch)

615 of the “illegal” buildings which had been completed i ) . .
1997 and 74 dgmtu'on orde?s for those constructed 2998. q% Qn 28 Apr.|I,. IDF imposed a closure on the occupied
Ofthe total number of orders, 290 had been carried out. Theérltorles. PaIesUmgns from the West Bank were barred ffom
study indicated that the Government’s policy continued to beé1§er|ng Israel dqung the Independence Day celebrat!ons
that of demolishing unlicensed Palestinian homes, adding t il 2 May. Exceptions were made for a few hundred medical

it was implemented according to certain priorities and Week@ﬁrsonnel, lawyers a_n.d h,umanltanan _caseHa aretz,
assessments by IDF and the Defence Ministigrgsalem erusalem Pos28 April; Ha'aretz, 29 April)
Post 21 April) 197. On 16 May, IDF reoked an order declaring Kalkilia,
Tulkarm and Jenin off-limits for Israelis. The decision was
(i) Imposition of curfews, sealing off or closing of made at the request of the Palestinians who relied on trade
areas with Israeli citizens (mostly Arabs) who visit the three towns
190. On 31 [2cember, IDF imposed a curfew on the Burkir|10.(.:ate‘:i near the Green_Line Qn_Saturdays_. Otf,1er West Bank
o “ ._Gities continued to remain off-limits to Israeligd@’aretz, 17
and A-Dik villages located near the scene of the terronsﬁ\/lay)
attack in which an Israeli woman was critically wounded. The
curfew was lifted on the night of 1 Januaryig’aretz

Jerusalem Pos@ January) (iif) Other forms of collectivepunishment

191. On 1 January, it was reported that, unlike previo 8. On 4;%”5?3’:?(: Cen_tra;thOVrcm?réd, I\Iilag-_Gerg Uzi
years, the security authorities had decided to ease the clos Pﬁ'an’ an roops in the West Bank, brig.-ten.

of the occupied territories during Ramadan. Security officialgZ ak Eitan, toured Hebron and decided to impose further

restrictions on Palestinian construction and movement in the
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casbah area which is under IDF control. They alsnaunced is either a closed military area or is government land and

the sealing off of houses located in the vicinity of the Avraham  therefore State propdreyJerusalem Time§ January)

Avinu enclave, the establishment of further military outposts

in the casbah and the installation of special gates to seal offl) Economic and social situation

the area in the event of violent outbreaks. They also degl§r§84_ On 13 January, it was reported that Arab women from

that plans to reopen part of Shuhada Street to Palestinians L
. . ast Jerusalem who gave birth in Israel would henceforth

would be postponed. Finally, Maj.-Gen. Dayan warned tha

Palestinian harassment of Hebron settlers would negativgfjtomatlca”y receive hospitalization and birth grants if they

affect the normalization of Palestinian life in the city.aXd their husbands were residents of Israel. The National

(Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Pos6 January) Insurance Institute announced the change of policy after three

human rights organizations had petitioned the High Court of
199. On 8 January, Palestinians refurbishing buildingmistice over the issuelérusalem Postl3 January)
located near the Jewish Avraham Avinu quarter in Hebr%& On 13 January, the Israeli army closed several streets
were ordered by IDF to stop their work. The order was one : .

In the Hosh Shaheen area of Hebron, ignoring the entrances

of several restrllcnons '”f‘po.sed on .re3|dents bY IDF.'Qnd exits leading to eight Palestinian houses. Hebron Mayor
response to an increase in violence in the town, includi

. . . . IMYustafa Natshe said the decision to close down the area
shooting at soldiers and the throwing of two explosive devices

into a Jewish playground the previous weelergisalem Post would affect the completion of restoration work on 22 houses
9 January) playg P ? in the area of the vegetable markethg Jerusalem Times

16 January)
200. On 23 February, OC Central Command, Maj.-Gen. L%

Dayan, ordered the closure of Palestinian stores on Shal the' On 15 January, itwas rle.ported thgq:ordmg to Heb.ro.n
: ; o . . ayor Mustafa Natshe, the living conditions of Palestinians
Street in Hebron in response to an incident in which three

résiding in areas in Hebron under Israeli control had

explosn_/(_a devices were thrown at IDF troops on 22 I_:ebruara/. teriorated further since the signing of the Hebron Accords.
In addition to the closure of the store, Dayan mposeﬁe

- : . r. Natshe charged that Palestinians living in the area were
restrictions on traffic between the Israeli-controlled and the "
. constantly harassed by IDF. In addition, he accused Israel of
Palestinian-controlled sectors of the townHa(aretz,

not implementing the Hebron Agreement, citing as an
Jerusalem Pose4 February) example Shuhada Street which continued to remain closed to
201. On 31 March, IDF and Civil Administration officials Palestinian traffic. “With each day that passes, we become
closed a Palestinian school in Tekoa village on the outskiltsss optimistic”, he continued, adding that the Israeli presence
of Bethlehem after their requests that the stoning of IDin the area had only served to damage the town’s economy.
troops and Israeli vehicles in the area be stopped wepglestinian Legislative Council member Mohammed Hurani,
ignored. Jerusalem Postl April) aresident of Hebron and Fatah member, expressed a similar

202. On 17 May, up to nine Palestinians were injured Bg'yew, stating that as long as settlers remained in Hebron, there
rubber bullets fired by IDF during clashes in Hebron. Th¥as no hope for peace. Palestinians also claimed that Israel
clashes, between soldiers and Palestinian youths, began dififtinued to confiscate their land and seal off Palestinian
soldiers had forced merchants to close down dozens of shéjnes located in the vicinity of the Jewish enclave. In
in the city centre as punishment for riots which had eruptéSwering the charges, Israeli officials stated that recent IDF
there the previous day. Merchants who ignored the order wéfglers demanding the closure of homes located near the
arrested. During the clash, which led to the closure of tH€Wish quarter had been issued in response to the throwing
shops, Palestinians threw fire-bombs and stones at IFWO explosive devices into a children’s playground in the
positions and troops, who responded with rubber bullets afyfraham Avinu quarter.Jerusalem Post5 January)

tear-gas.fla’aretz, Jerusalem Postl8 May) 207. On 6 February, it was reported that since the division
of Hebron, Palestinian residents of the Old City had been
(c) Expulsions feeling that their fate had been sealed, expressing their

203. On 4 January, Israel expelled 15 fhes of the conviction that Israel would never leave the town and that the

Turkman Bedouin tribe from their encampments in the Jordé??lo Accords were dead. The restored Shuhada Street, now

Valley on the grounds that the land had been marked fép(l)wn_ as King Davu(jj _Strﬁet;_' hsd nzt been opene_d to
confiscation. According to sources, the expulsion of th“ea estinians as agreed in the Hebron Agreements owing to

Turkman is part of a campaign Israel has mounted against tie irlcrease _Of violence and threats, mainly against Jewish
Bedouins of the Jordan Valley, on theoginds that their land lives”, as claimed by IDF. Scores of stores, the facades of
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which had been freshly painted, were closed. The wholesale bananas from the West Bank could not reach Gaza. Mr.
vegetable market had not been opened either, also in breach  Arafat, who spoke with considerable bitterness, also accused
of the agreement. Old slogans, such as “Death to Arabs”, had Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of creatingfentile gr
reappeared and were added on whitewashed walls and new, for fundamentédisare({z 22 February)

more vulgar ones had been added. Arrests for identificati%;lo On 27 February, it was reported that the Jerusalem
chegks and delays of people for hours — sometimes WII(/Iunicipality and the police were bracing for the eviction of
beatings and abuse — occurred almost every night, accordmgmeless Palestinians from an encampment in the Sawana
to the owner of a shop in front of the Cave of the Patriarcr}?eighbourhood in East Jerusalem. The encamprt ing
(Ibrahimi Mosque). His brother complained that during 8me 45 families. had been sét up in Augd€97 by
routine check of his papers, soldiers had forced him througgmeless Palestinians whose Jerusalem identification cards

beatmg_s to enter an open grave in a Palesﬂmap cemeledted being invalidated by the Interior Ministrydé&'aretz,
According to other Palestinians, passers-by in the o February)

marketplace area were often thrown into stairwells an . . . o
tunnels and subjected to lengthy harassment by both soldi@fs- Palestinian-Israeli multilateral negotiations over water

and settlers, often in a spontaneous and uncontrolled manig#re stalled in a deadlock. Whereas the Palestinian side
One municipality worker stated that everything possible waRrsisted on Wate.zr.rlghts _for the Palestinians, Israel claimed

being done to force Palestinians out of the H-2 area. He altat the Palestinians will get no more than a share of the
stated that bulldozers Working on the expansion of tﬁléater. The Palestinians get 250 million cubic metres of water

Avraham Avinu settlement were causing his house walls yery year, while Israelis consume 2,000 million cubic metres

shake. He lived in constant fear that, despite a Civ@Year. This means thatevery Israeli enjoys a share five times
Administration intervention in his favour, settlers would carrgreater than his Palestinian counterpart.

out their plan of demolishing two adjacent walls which woulg12. About 90 per cent of Israeli pducts which are
cause his house to collapse. The man also claimeditfé#r marketed in the Palestinian areas are substandard, according
the abandoned section of the house, settlers had excavaflahmoud Abu Samra, a Palestinian National Authority
some tunnels tlmugh which they intended to gain control of\iinistry of Agriculture official. Abu Samra said the Israeli

the whole area.Ha’aretz 6 February) authorities had not allowed a Palestinian businessman to enter

208. According to Rafael Cohen, the Director of Registratidira€l because he refused to market poor quality powdered
in the Ministry of the Interior, a total of 606 Palestinians haflilk in Gaza. He called upon Palestinians to boycott Israeli
lost their right to permanent residency in Jerusalem in 199rroducts. The Jerusalem Time27 February)

Cohen was responding to a question submitted by th@3. On 17 March, it was reported that approximately
Alternative Information CenterThe Jerusalem Timed3 500,000 Palestinian residents of the West Bank and Gaza
February) Strip (one fifth of the population) lived below the poverty
209. On 22 February, Palestinian Authority negotiator Sa’die, mainly owing to the deteriorating situation of the labour
Erekat stated that the pro-lragi demonstrations in tHBarket. This and other economic data concerning the
territories were nothing in comparison with what could stileterioration of the territories” economy sint893 were
happen because of the severe hardships to which Palestinifgiided in a report released by the Palestinian Authority’s
were subjected. He gave examples of the educational systdifiistry of Trade and Economy to back its claim that Israel
in Gaza where schools had to operate in two or three shieligl not honour the relevant articles of the Oslo Accords and
for lack of facilities. Despite the high population density iff the Paris Protocol. The poverty line was set at an annual
Gaza, Mr. Erekat complained that the Israeli Government wiome of $650 per head. The report estimated that the
confiscating dozens of dunums of land from Khaouiviis for humber of families living below the poverty line was greater
the Neve Dekalim settlement. Palestinian Authority Presidelftreality, stating that the level of poverty was directly linked
Yasser Arafat charged that Israel’s closure policy caused fifethe unstable job market and the closures. Aside from the
Palestinians daily losses of millions of dollars. Unemployme#@ta compiled by the Palestinian Bureau of Statistics, the
in Gaza was 61 per cent and amounted to 46 per cent in fi§®0rt was based on joint findings by the World Bank and the
West Bank. A box of tomatoes cost NIS 3 in Gaza becauE&lestinian Economic Policy Research Centre, as well as on
of the export ban while the same box sold for NIS 35 in thgocio-economic research by the Office of the United Nations
West Bank. Flower and strawberry export deals could not [Pecial Coordinator in the Occupied Territorielda(aretz,
honoured because of Israeli restrictions. Arab farmers in Gaké March)

used flowers intended for export as food for livestock, while
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214. Atameetingponsored by the Water Research Centre  its agreements with Europe. Between Nov@&iband

of EI-Azhar University and the United Nations Development the end of March, it managed to export only 10 per cent of its
Programme on 22 March marking International Water Day, strawberry quota. Israel, by contrast, exported to Europe 100
experts concluded that Israel was stealing Palestinian water  per cent of its flower quota and 57.8 per cent of its strawberry
for its own irrigation and reservoirs. They demanded that quota. In addition to the European legal stance that all the
Israel compensate the Palestinians for “water theft” over 25 territories occupied by Israel in 1967 could not be included
years. According to hydrologists, the cost of Palestinian water in preferential trade arrangements with Europe, the paper
that Israel had used over 25 years amounted to $25 billion. stressed the Commission’s annoyance at the restrictions
(The Jerusalem Time27 March) imposed by Israel on Palestinian trade. According to the

215. On 27 March, it was reported that a total of 2,5060mrnission, those restrictions constituted a violation of the
Palestinians lost their Jerusalem identity cardsl896, Interim trade.agreement signed between lsrael "fmd Fhe
according to a report published by the Palestine Humgr’r”Ope"?m Union (EU), on the one hand, and the mtepm
Rights Information Centre. Israel reportedly claims that on conomic agreement concluded between the Pa]egﬂman
638 identity cards were withdrawn. The report also took uthor.|t)./and EU on the othe.r. As aresult of the restr|ct|ons,_
the case of 10,000 children under the age of 16 whom t é\lestlmans were obliged to import and export through Israeli

Israeli Ministry of the Interior had refused to register becaud@iddlemen, which undermmed possible Palest.|n.|em| rermic
the residency rights of their parents were in douBthe development and negatively affected Palestinian revenues.
Jerusalem Timg27 March) The paper described the restrictions as Draconian. The paper

went on to observe that the Israeli exporter demanded fees for
216. On 24 April, it was reported that Israeli soldiers hagjs services, thereby reducing the Palestinian subcontractor’s
prevented workers from the Palestinian Authority’'s Energpayenue. It pointed out that the Israeli port and airport
Authority from drilling near the Morag settlement earlier ity thorities required all Palestinian importers to sign
the week, on the pretext that the area was under total Isra@linmitments whereby imported products from EU would not
control. The Energy Authority was trying to link a powelhe sold in the West Bank or the Gaza Strip. A similar
transformer in Rafah with the Khan Younis voltage powefommitment was not required of Israeli importers. The
station. In a separate development, it was reported that §i&cument stated that Palestinian importers were often denied
Israeli authorities had recently diverted one third of the wat@hport permits or that those permits were held up by the
intended for Bethlehem to the settlements around the toWgraelj authorities. The manufacturer whose permit was held
Israel claimed that with the heat wave and the summer seas@p.was compelled to import without a permit and pay a
settlers needed more water. The situation caused seri%a“y of 5 per cent. According to the document, Israel
water shortages in Bethlehem and the surrounding aréas. (justiﬁed the denial of permits on the grounds that thedarcts
Jerusalem Timg24 April) did not meet the required standards, even if the same products
217. On 1 May, it was reported that Israel had refused Y¢ere imported in Israel by an Israeli agent without any
allow Palestinians to operate the Arafat International Airporé@ifficulty. In other cases, the standards required were not
located in the southern Gaza Strip. According to the Head @€ntioned in Israeli import rules. Often, the importation of
the Civil Aviation Authority, Brig.-Gen. Fayez Zaidan, Israethose products was permitted when their Israeli importer had
refused to let in the necessary technical equipment to maRéed to meet the demand. The paper concluded that “it may
the airport operational at night. Officials denied the Israefieé assumed that these practices exist in order to protect Israeli
accusation that Palestinians did not want to sign the proto@gients or manufacturers'ti@g’aretz, 21 May)

concerning the operation of the airport in order to pui19. On 22 May, it was reported that Edd¢cusations about
pressure on Israel to implement the redeployment of Isra@jiae| labelling exports manufactured beyond the Green Line
troops from the West BankTe Jerusalem Times May) a5 “Made in Israel” and the harassment of Palestinian
218. On 21 May, it was reported that the Europeagxporters had caused a furore in Israel, with Prime Minister
Commission had published a paper outlining the legal afinjamin Netanyahu threatening to make it harder for
factual background for its recommendation not to includ@alestinians to work in Israel. An EU diplomatic source noted
settler products in the trade agreements with Israel. The pafat the objections made regarding settler products being
stated that, because of the obstacles placed by Israel in €x@orted to EU and the harassment of Palestinian exporters
way of independent Palestinian exports, in 1997 thuere firstraised in July 1997 in a letter addressed by the head
Palestinian Authority had succeeded in directly exporting @ the EU Department for Relations with Israel and the
Europe less than 1 per cent of the flower export quota setMediterranean Region, Miguel Marin, to the then-Foreign
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Minister David Levy, but that nothing had been done about Beyond that, what reason do we have to harass them? Believe
it. The source explained that EU was emphasizing the me, we're not worried about competition from Palestinians.
Palestinian exporters’ difficulties and not the problem of We’'re going above and beyond the call of duty for them”.
settler products because EU, as the Palestinian Authorityderugalem Pos22 May)
largest foreign donor, was fed up watching the Palestinian
economy go from bad to worse during thegue process. The (e) Situation of children
sources stated“that Pglestlnlap e>,<'porters who wanted to staﬂg_ On 2 January, Civil Administration inspectors
their products “Made in Palestine” and export them duty-free . . .
- ; .a%compamed by border police tore down and seized two tents
to Europe faced numerous administrative procedures which: : . .
- e B . which were serving as a school for Bedouin children of the
made their life very difficult. “Often Palestinian exporters . S
%ahalm tribe living in the vicinity of the Kedar settlement, on

come to the conclusion that it's easier to sell their productﬁe grounds that they were in a “fire practiceat. The

to Israel's agricultural marketing agency Agrexco, which Inquipment found in the tents, including tables, chairs and a

turn stamps them ‘Made in Israel” and sends them on E ackboard, was also confiscated. This was the second time

Europe ,_the source statgd. Sa'id Sha ath,. the official .ﬁwat the Civil Administration had destroyed the Bedouin
charge of international relations for the Palestinian Authori L )
chool. Two months earlier, it had demolished haa made

Chamber of Commerce, stated that the main problems for . : . .
o . he Bedouin from tin plate for children aged 6 to 10, again
Palestinian exporters were at the Erez checkpoint and Ash h . . .

o . : on the grounds that it was located in a “dangerous fire

port where Israeli officials typically held up their goods for . " ) . .
o A - ractice area”. Curled up with their shabby coats that failed

lengthy security inspections: “We sell 80 million flowers . . .
ear for examole. Elowers have to be exported within 22 protect them from the cold, the desert wind blowing against
yea, ple. P 2thelrfaces, some with their teeth chattering, others with lips

?Oorlﬁ gfoﬁfsmg p&%ﬁsﬁéiatgtiszglgzz t?g)ééihtice)wg zfvlgy,tfgrned blue, the Bedouin children were now studying in the
'Y y y freezing open air whenever it did not rain. Above their heads

Mr. _S,ha ath _explalne_d, adc_jmg the,lt Israeli o_fﬁuals alwayfs Kedar settlement, composed of villas built decades after the
say it's security, security, as if there’s a bomb in the flowers

Asked if Israeli officials were not justified in CheckingJahaIln tribe came to the area after being expelled from the

Palestinian trucks for explosive devices, Mr. Sha’ath insisté\laegev in 1948.Kla‘aretz 4 and 30 January)

that there was no justification for the inspections taking s&21. On 25 January, it was reported that Israel has been
long. He stated further that Palestinian flower growers coutéferring for adoption abroad Arab orphan children, both
sell their flowers directly to Europe for 80 cents each, bihristian and Muslim, after a change in religion and identity.
because of the difficulties, preferred to sell their crops to thhe report, which was published in the Israeli dailg’aretz,
Israel Flower Council at 10 cents each. “The Council thes@id the children had for years been shipped off to Europe by
stamps the consignments ‘Grown in Israel’, flies them tée Ministry of Social Affairs where they were then placed by
Europe and sells them for the full 80-cent price. Theompanies specializing in adoption procedures. The Ministry
Palestinian exporter hardly makes any profit this way but iti§sued a statement on 26 January admitting some truth in the
better than marking his crop ‘Made in Palestine’ and lettinggport, noting that the Ministry was seeking a proper home
it go completely to waste in trucks kept standing for daysfor the children. The Jerusalem TimeS0 January)

he explained. Asked why he thought Israel was making lifgo>o o 11 February, some seven border policemen
so hard for Palestinian exporters, Mr. Sha'ath replied: “Thg¥portedly abused three Palestinian peddlers aged 12, 13 and
want us to remain dependant on them, they don't want us {8 The incident began when a border police vehicle suddenly
develop an independent economy”. The Israeli Agricultur@inerged at a junction in Jerusalem where the three boys were
Ministry's Director-General, Zvi Alon, was reportedlyse|ling their wares to drivers. The policemen came out of the
infuriated by the charges, which he dismissed as “totglenjcle and ordered the boys to enter it; one boy who tried to
absolute rubbish”, adding that this was what Palestinigicape was chased and captured. In the meantime, one border
politicians said because it was not easy for them to admit ”}%Iiceman started to beat the 15-year-old boy on the neck
they did not have the ability to export on their own. He stategiih his rifle butt and to verbally abuse him. The boys were
further that the Flower Council did not discriminate betweefhen ordered to lie on the floor of the vehicle and were
Palestinian and Israeli growers, who were paid the saggpjected to a series of beatings and humiliations. During a
commission and got the same monetary return when thg_minute drive from the Katamon neighbourhood to the
flowers were sold in Europe. Regarding the charges of lengtiynon Hanatziv settlement, the policemen kicked the boys,

security checks and hara.ssment, Mr. Alon stgtgd: “I dof‘értepped on them, slapped them and beat them up. Any one
know anything about security checks, but security is security.
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who dared raise their head received blows. The children were rechannel the main waste-water system in the direction of
also forced to sing a song in praise of border police and were  Khan Younis in the Gaza Strip. An army spokesman said the
laughed at. They were brought to the Arnon Hanatziv move was inresponse to timeicostittempts by the Khan
promenade and the two younger boys were ordered to leaveuni&¥Municipality to send the waste water in the direction

The 15-year-old boy was taken to a nearby sidewalk where  of the settlements of Gad and Neve D&kalidergsalem

he was subjected to additional beatings and kicking, allegedlimes 23 January)

Eytwo borkc]j-fr po'ltlrc];emhenaAft_etzrr] t;/;/]o rgln;tef of beatln%, ;hEZG. On 4 February, the Foreign Ministry released a report
oy was hit on the head wi € butt of a gun and 1€4, e |ations with the Palestinian Authority, according to
unconscious to the ground. When he regained CONSCIOUSN@SS 1 hetween 80.000 and 100.000 Palestinians were
he saw policemen and an ambulance which transferred rHrking in Israel, of whom between 20,000 and 40,000 were
to hospital; there was no trace of his assailants. Later in t Il%gal workers from the West Bank. Stating that it was in
evening, a pf".'ce patrol tOOk, him from the. hospital. Th?srael’s political and security interest to advance the
police left the injured boy, a resident of Yatta \{lllage, near thlgalestinian economy and enhance the well-being of the
Bethlehem _roadblock and drove away. H",’ng NO MONeY k) estinian population, the report indicated that actions were
pay for a taxi, the _boyenter(_ad a parked vehicle and fell asle ing taken to allow more Palestinians to work in Israel.
OVE_rclome_bydpalndand flgt_lguer.] AtbS ?.m., tg?_ OwnerfLFr@ther steps included allowing 5,000 Palestinian labourers to
vehl_c e_ﬁrrlveTsn , rea 'nght € boys COCT rlltlont,)too "Wemain in Israel overnight, and allowing 3,000 Palestinian
to his village. The persons w _o_com'mltte_ the abuses Weff o rs who met the security criteria to enter even during
identified rapidly. The Justice Mlnlst_rys Police mveSt'gat'OQ:losures. The report also stated that goods were allowed to
Department recommended placing two of the PETSORZ freely between Israel and the areas controlled by the

concerned on trial, on charges of aggravated assault. T Aestinian Authority and that no restrictions were placed on

were not arrested, however. Border police sources stated R number of trucks allowed to cross. It was also stated that

. . i y ) o %rael allowed 7,500 Palestinian businessmen from Judea and
in such cases which a senior officer described as ”d'cmou%amaria (West Bank) and 4,500 from Gaza to cross the Green
(Ha'aretz 27 February) Line. (Jerusalem Pos®6 February)

223. On 13 March, it was reported that a 13-year-old b%7_ On 18 February, it was reported tizicording to a
who had been injured by IDF gunfire in Hebron on 11 Marcpecent poll onducted by the Jerusalem Media and

was hospitalized in critical condition. Doctors at the Al Ah”Communication Centre, 77 per cent of Palestinians would

Hospital stated that the boy was in a state of cerebral de@ﬁbport an Iraqi strike against Israel if the United States of

and was bein_g keptalive only by life support equipment. Dinerica attacked Iragq. The survey polled 1,188 Palestinians
Mazan Arafai told a reporter of the French News Agency that) -« \West Bank. Gaza and East Jerusalderysalem
there was no chance of saving the child after he was hit in tb’%si; 18 February) ’ '

head by a rubber bullet. The boy died of his wounds on 17

March (see list). a’aretz, 13 and 18 March) 228. On 8 March, Defence Ministry sources dismissed
Palestinian claims that they had uncovered a clandestine arms
(f) Other developments factory in the Gaza Strip. The sources stated that the

) . ... Palestinian Authority had not informed them of the discovery
224. On 20 January, theo@ncil of Jewish Communities in o 5y weapons depot and they accused the Palestinians of
Judea, Samaria (West Bank) and Gaza submitted to {h@nin jating the media with baseless and exaggerated
Defence Ministry data and aerial photographs allegedi¥yqris. Their statements followed a report by Israeli radio
proving that the Palestinians had “illegally” paved 35 roadg oting palestinian security sources as claiming that the
in area C, which is under full Israeli security controlp,estinian police in Gaza had uncovered a large factory,
(Ha’aretz, 20 January) capable of assembling automatic weapons, which was linked
225. On 20 January, a report published by the Palestinitinthe shipment of arms confiscated by IDF troops in the
National Authority Ministry of Civilian Affairs revealed that previous week near the Dead Seker(salem Pos®© March)

Israel had been dumping huge amounts of solid and liquihg o 10 March, it was reported that the grave of Baruch
waste into the Palestinian territories, destroying flora ar@oldstein, the man who murdered 29 Muslim worshippers in
fauna, and polluting the water resources of Palestinian cCitigss cave of the Patriarchs (Ibrahimi Mosque) in Hebron
in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. A day after thgq g remain in its controversial location in the Kiryat Arba
publication of the report, the Israeli army attempted tQetiement for the time being, despite a heated debate on the
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subject in the Knesset Interior Committee. The Committe#35. On 19 March, the Defence Ministry lowered the

was reportedly discussing two versions of a bill tabled by minimum age of married Palestinian men eligible for work
Meretz MK Ran Cohen. One whereby the grave would be permits from 25 to 23, a move expected to increase the
moved to a cemetery and one demanding that all signs ofa number of labourers from the territories by some 10,000 from
memorial be removed from the grave site. Mr. Cohen told the the current 50,000. The number of entry permits granted to
Committee that unless the grave itself were removed, the Palestinian merchants was also increased by 1,500, bringing
memorial which had sprung up around it would continue to  their number 8003 The spokesman for the Coordinator
develop. He also indicated that he had received threats since of the Government’s Activities in the Territories, Shlomo
proposing the legislation against the memorial grave. The Dror, indicated that some 17 per cent of Palestinians from the
Kiryat Arba Local Council rejected the proposal to transfer Gaza Strip and the West Bank who worked in Israel
Goldstein’s remains to another site while the “Peace Novéccounted for over 40 per cent of earned income in the Gaza
movement vowed to continue fighting to have the grave Strip and West Ba@kigalem Pos0 March)

removed to another locationl¢rusalem Post.0 March) 236. On 24 April, itwas reported that border guards used a

230. On 11 March, the Knesset extended emergency new tactic to force Palestinians from land designated for
regulations allowing the punishment of employers for confiscation. The tactic seeks to trap farmers on their own
allowing workers from the territories to spend the night in  land by limiting their movement as individuals. For instance,

Israel without permits.Jerusalem Postl2 March) instead of sending in the army, the authorities issue an order
preventing the families from leaving the area altogethEng
2. Measures affecting certain fundamental Jerusalem Timg4 April)
freedoms 237. On 24 [2cember, 17 Palestinians from Bethlehem were
(a) Freedom of movement injured by IDF gunfire, including one Palestinian who was

231. On 1 January, Israel notified the Palestinian Authoritwured in the head. Palestinian eyewitnesses indicated that

. L . Lo e clashes began when Israeli soldiers prevented some
of its decision to increase the quota of family visits from Ga L . . o
) ; alestinian labourers from crossing the Gilo checkpoint in
to the West Bank and vice versa during the month of

; order to enter Jerusalem. The eyewitnesses stated that Israeli
Ramadan. {a‘aretz, 1 January) soldiers ordered the labourers to return to Bethlehem and
232. On 4 January, the Palestinian residents of Hebrfied rubber bullets at them when they refused. IDF sources
reported that, as part of the measures taken against themsRited that the Palestinians had been notified that they could
IDF, soldiers now required minors to produce their birthot enter the city because of Jerusalem Day. When they tried
certificates before allowing them to use Shuhada Stree$. push their way through the checkpoint, the soldiers
(Ha’aretz, 4 January) responded with force. The Palestinians then hurled rocks and

233. On 4 January, it was reported that only Palestini@9ttles at the soldiers, who responded with tear-gas and
trucks equipped with a localization and tracing system woul§bber bullets. Jerusalem Pos5 May)

be authorized to move freely in Israel as of April. The

electronic identification devices would permit the monitoring (b) Freedom of education

of their exact location.Ha'aretz, 4 January) 238. On 1 January, the security authies reportedly

234. On 3 March, Israeli and Palestinian efforts to work o@ecided to grant entry permits to 1,100 students from Gaza
a “safe passage” arrangement between the Gaza Strip andi€éhgtudy in the West Bank. Some 1,000 students from the
West Bank stalled owing to a major point of disagreemef@aza Strip were thought to be staying in the West Bank
between the two sides. The main argument was over théhout a permit. Their stay there had been decreed illegal
supervision of travellers from the Gaza Strip to the We&nd some had reportedly been banned from visiting their
Bank. The Palestinians wanted passage to be free, while Isf@énilies in Gaza during the holidays for two years. Those
insisted on strict controls over crossing points and routes. THenied access to the West Bank for security reasons would
deadlock prompted Palestinian Authority negotiator Sa’diave to return to Gaza, while the others would receive a
Erekat to accuse Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 8frmit to stay in the West Bank for the duration of their
destroying the peace process by refusing to implemegitidies and to return to Gaza during the holidayta’aretz,
agreements signed with the Palestiniadsrgsalem Posy 1 January)

March) 239. On 8 March, an IDF spokesman denied reports that
soldiers seeking stone-throwers at a school outside Hebron
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threw stun grenades and tear-gas canisters into the school\248. On 27 and 31 March, it was reported that almost all

after being barred from entering it. Palestinians claimed, Christians from the West Bank and Gaza Strip would be able
however, that four Palestinians had to be transferred to the to enter Jerusalem and other holy Christian sites in Israel
Aliya Hospital in Hebron, one suffered an eye injury as a throughout the Easter period on presentation of ttiir iden
result of the gassing. The school headmaster stated thatthe cards alone, with the exception of those aged between 16 and
school was constantly attacked by soldiers antllexs, 25 who would have to acquire a permit from the Civil
denying that there was any stone-throwing by the pupils. Administration. Palestinian Christians would also be granted
Meanwhile, Palestinian Legislative Council member Abbas permits to remain in Israel with their families for up to one
Zaki declared that Israel was intimidating the pupils of the week during the holiday seddalargtz, 27 March;

school in order to close it down. Mr. Zaki stated that there halgrusalem PosB1 March)

been previous attempts by soldiers to shut the scho

| ' ~
(Jerusalem Pos® March) 944. oOn 14 May, fire damaged one of theeden gates to

the Temple Mount in what police stated was an arson attack.
The High Muslim Council issued a statement blaming the
“Israeli occupation authorities for attacking the Al-Agsa
240. On1January, it was reported that as part of measuhdgsque and setting fire to one of its gates”. It also called
to ease the closure, the security authorities had decidedgon Muslims and Arabs to protect the Mosque from “settler
allow Muslim worshippers from Gaza and the West Banlgangs”. The Sheikh of Al-Agsa Mosque, Mohammed
under the restrictions of age and security criteria, to enter thiissein, charged during his Friday sermon that damaging the
Temple Mount on Fridays during Ramadardalaretz, Al-Agsa was tantamount to offending Muslims thrtwgit the

1 January) world and added that “since its beginning, the lIsraeli

241. On 2 January, on the first Friday of Ramadan, Ham %CUpat'gn r;)as beeflnAthnt OP (Elra;]maF?w;g tthe hOIX ptlr?cgts of
Bitawi, the Chief Imam at the Al-Agqsa Mosque, warned p am and above all A-Agsa . The Falestinian Autnority

crowd of 170,000 worshippers that the Al-Agsa was i lamed Israeli extremists for what it called an act of sinful

danger because of what he described as the determinatioR 9y cooron: while the acting Jordanian Information Minister

the Israeli Government and people to demolish it and buiﬁ&ated that he held Israel responsible for the arsda.4retz,

their Temple in its place. Prime Minister Benjamin erusalem PostL5 and 17 May)

Netanyahu's communications adviser, David Bar lllar§45. On 21 May, it was reported that Muslim officials in
denounced Bitawi's remarks as irresponsible not only becaukgrusalem had temporarily halted construction work
they were “a lie from the beginning to the end” but becaugederneath the Al-Agsa Mosque at the request of Internal
they could make Muslims believe that there was such &ecurity Minister Avigdor Kahalani who charged that the
intention. Bitawi’'s sermon was held against the backdrop wfork constituted a serious violation of the status quo on the
heavy border police and police force deployment. Young mdiemple Mount. Wagf officials denied that any illegal
were stopped and some identity cards were confiscated ugtinstruction was taking place under the Mount, stating that
after the prayers, allegedly to prevent provocations by Muslithe work was part of routine repairs. Senior Muslim officials
extremists. The police were reportedly especially cautiostated that while they were complying temporarily, they would
following the arrest two weeks earlier of two right-wingresume work soon and that Israel had no right to intervene.
activists on suspicion of plotting to throw a pig’s head ontBolice officials expressed concern that any attempt to stop the
the Temple Mount during Ramadandg’aretz, Jerusalem work by force might incite worldwide Muslim rioting.
Post 4 January) (Jerusalem Pos1 May)

242. On 20 January, it was reported that complaints R¢#6. On 24 May, several Palestinian groups distributed a
settlers about “noises” from mosques in Palestinidlages leaflet, signed by the Fatah movement and Muslim clerics,
had led to the inclusion of the issue in a list of Palestiniawging Muslims to gather at the Al-Agsa Mosque and to
violations of the peace accords. Among the settlemersgevent the members of the Temple Mount Faithful group
complaining about a high level of noise emanating frorfiom praying there. The leaflet was distributed amid attempts
mosques in nearby villages were Kdumim, Ofra and Nevay 40 Temple Mount Faithful activists to force their way onto
Tzuf. In one case, settlers reportedly decided to take mattéie Mount. Ha’'aretz, Jerusalem PosR5 May)

into their own hands. They entered one mosque and replagggy o 28 May, Israeli sders forced their way into the
a cassette of the muezzin saying prayers with the cassett&ftine of Nabi Yousef at the eastern entrance to Nablus,
an Israeli singer.a'aretz, 20 January) despite the Palestinian Authority’s refusal to allow them in.

(c) Freedom of religion
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Holy to Muslims and Jews alike, the shrine was placed under cameramen. The journalists demanded that the Israeli
Israeli control by the Oslo Accords of 1993, making it an Government and the international community intervene to
enclave in Palestinian-controlled Nablus. Visits to the shrine  prevent attacks against the Palestinian press from recurring.
require coordination by the Palestinian-Israeli LiaisorHa{aretz, Jerusalem Postl5 March)

Bureau. The military commander of the Nabi Yousef aredcy on 6 May, the Palestinian Human Rights Monitoring

L|gutenant Saa'di Nalj|,.sa|d .that the settlers’ request W‘?ssroup accused the Israeli security forces of preventing Arab
rejected because their intentions violated the arrangeme Srnalists in Hebron from doing their job. In its monthly

reached in Septem_bé@%. The new arranggments regulatin ublication, the organization detailed incidents ranging from
access to the shrine provide that the shrine should rem

Elzing cameras to shooting by soldiers of eight journalists
strictly a place of worship, with no additions or alterations g g by gn

) .~ on 13 March. An IDF spokeswoman referred to a militar
The settlers had requested to spend the night at the shrine, P y

bring thei Ki iis with themThe J lern Ti M stigation of the shooting incident that determined that
5r3nugn’[e)elrcoo ing utensils with themrte Jerusalem Times soldiers could not distinguish between the journalists and

stone-throwers since the area was dimly lit. She noted that
(d) Freedom of expression soldiers were under strict orders not to attack journalists.

248. On 13 March, eight Palestinian press photographéljgrusalem Pos6 May)

were injured in Hebron by rubber bullets fired by IDF. One ] o ]
photographer was moderately wounded in the head while the3: Information on the activities of settlers affecting
others were slightly wounded. The incident reportedly began ~ the civilian population

when settlers started to throw stones at and beat some of #%. On 4 January, the police evicted from Hebron and
photographers who came to the Abu Sneinah neighbourhaqiéyat Arba some 30 settlers who had taken over a two-storey
to film clashes between the residents and settlers who haglise in the Hebron casbah in response to an attack in which
stormed the neighbourhood. During the riots, IDF soldietso pipe bombs were thrown into a nursery school and a
started to push the settlers back towards the Avraham AviRimdergarten in the Avraham Avinu quarter on 2 January. The
quarter, asking the photographers to move to the side of thettlers were detained for questioning but were released
settlers. They refused for fear that they would be attackedveral hours laterHa'aretz, Jerusalem Pos® January)

again. Tension between the army and the photographrirbsz_ On 8 January, the tyres of 43 Palestinian cars were

mounted and, according o the cameraman, they W&l Bshed in the Arab section of the Abu Tor neighbourhood in
suddenly shot at. Reutersphotographer stated that they - W ,
ST . East Jerusalem. Activists from the outlawed “Kach
shouted to the soldiers in Hebrew and English that they were . - .
. . . movement claimed responsibility for the attack, stating that
from the press but the soldiers continued shooting. TZE

) il, was perpetrated in revenge for the “terrorist” attack in
cameraman stated that he had been shot in the head and af'" ; .
. . "aretz, Jerusalem
all those who tried to help him had been shot at as well. Wh amaria (West Bank) a week earlield %

he tried to crawl away, he was shot again in the shoulder ain%st 9 January)

then in the leg. Commenting on the incident, Hebrog53. On9 March, it was reported that the police command
Commander Col. Yigal Sharon stated that IDF troops hd@d recently decided to remove the Hebron police chief from
acted with restraint and fired rubber bullets only whil@ffice. Senior officers in the Judea and Samaria (West Bank)
dispersing Palestinian rioters. The journalists were hit singétrict police claimed that the decision was made following
they were not standing on the side but mingling with theressure by settlers in the town, a charge denied by the Judea
rioting crowd. Foreign Press Association spokesman Con@fgd Samaria (West Bank) police spokesman. One senior
Mus rejected the army’s explanation, stating that the faclgdea and Samaria (West Bank) police source alleged that it
were recorded in the video footage of the incidengeemed thatthe police were looking for someone who would
“According to our findings, our respected colleagues weitteat the settlers with more flexity. The Hebron settlement
shot at deliberately”, he stated, adding that one photograplseekesman welcomed the decision to replace the police chief,
had been shot at least three times while he was lying woundadicating that settlers had serious complaints against him.
on the ground.Kla’aretz, Jerusalem Postl5 March) He expressed the hope that better relations would be
249. On 14 March, in a protest against an incident in whid stablished with a new chief. Some 60 files against settler

eight photographers were injured by IDF rubber bullets i% ences, including attacks against Palestinians, policemen

Hebron, Palestinian journalists carried cameras on stretchand damage to property, are said to have been filed with the

to the Hebron Municipality, alleging that IDF troopsElresoron police station. Police sources in the town expressed

persistently and deliberately shot at Palestinian journalists atrr?g fear that following the replacement of the Hebron police
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chief, numerous files would be closed. Senior police officers aggressiola’atetz, Jerusalem Post 15 March;
in Hebron stated that settlers in the town made work vedgrusalem Postl6, 17, 18 and 19 March)

56. On 15 March, Palestinians in Hebron woke up to
discover that 24 windows of Palestinian cars had been
Eé%ashed during the night. The right-wing Committee for Road
eé%fety claimed responsibility for the action, stating that it was
carried out in response to shots fired at the Jewish community
254. On 12 March, Hebron #ers staged a parade to inthe towHa(aretz, Jerusalem Postl6 March)

celebrate the Jewish holiday 9f -Purlm as wolept clash%%’?_ On 2 April, aviolent confrontation broke out between
between IDF troops and.PaIestmlans continued in the to lestinian policemen and IDF soldiers near the Morag
for.the second consecutive ‘?'ay- Large number; of IDF aQ8ttlement in Gush Katif (Gaza Strip). The incident reportedly
police forces were deployed in the town to prov@e SECUMHcurred after a group of Palestinian youths had started to cut
for the parade. Several roads were F;Iosed to Palestinian tra ISwn old tamarisk trees near the Morag settlement. The
o C'e"’?r the way for the parade, which moveq dpwn from T%sidents of the settlements tried to prevent them from
Rumeldeh_along Shuha.da.Street before c_ontlnumg tothe C?:\é%tinuing to cut down the trees and IDF troops and the
ofthe Patriarchs (Ibra_hlml Mosque) . Children were seen Plalestinian police were called in. The Palestinian policemen
anarray of costumes, mcludl_ng one boy dressed up as I73""1r%‘%imed that the area was outside the settlement and under
Golds'_[el_n, the man who carried out the Cave of the Patriarc Slestinian control and therefore Palestinians had the right
(Ibrahimi Mosque) massacre. As soon as the parade reacﬂﬂagut the trees which did not belong to the settlement. The
Shuhada Street, a barrage of stones were thrown at 1BE.qinian policemen reportedly drew their guns and attacked

soldiers Wh9 responded with rut_)ber bullets. Settlers th%me soldiers. Additional forces were called in and tried to
started dancing on the square which they called Gross Wh&'gm the situation.Hia’aretz, 3 April)

Palestinian residents were moved awbla'@retz Jerusalem
Post 13 March) 258. On 12 April, tens ofttousands of Jews flocked to

Hebron to celebrate Israel’s fiftieth anniversary and the

: | thirtieth anniversary of the renewal of the Hebron Jewish
the Abu Sneinah neighbourhood where they stoned and b munity. Visitors were welcomed by the community and
Palestinian residents. They also smashed windscreens of ¢ [San explanations about the city's different quarters

rouseng:g?:ws allgd darrlgagljed prpperty before belngcfjorhce &%nitaries attending the events included Ashkenazi Chief
eave by SOldI€rs. aes_t|n|an sources rep_orte .t al Rabbi Yisrael Lau, Justice Minister Tzahi Hanegbi, Education
residents were injured during the confrontation with thﬁ/linister Shaul Yahalom, Meir Porush (United Torah

settlerls, a_nr_j by(;DbF rubber billets.dA f've(;g;Th'Old'babyudaism) and Likud MK Michael Eitan who declared that the
was aiso Injured by stones. According tCR@ULErSNewWs 0 nment was interested in maintaining the Jewish

reporter in Hebron, settlers beat the reS|dent_s and thr YEsence in Hebron and at the same time protecting the rights
stones at cars under the very eyes of IDF soldiers. Settler

also rioted in the Tel Rumeideh neighbourhood, where thii:zgaliﬂesggﬁgip?i?)d honouring signed agreements.
entered a grocer’s shop and beat a Palestinian who, as a

result, required medical treatment at Aliya Hospital. Thé59. On 20 April, setlers from Moshav Ma’aon responded
settlers claimed that they were protesting against an incidéft the murder of a settler the day before, allegedly by
in which shots were fired at the Avraham Avinu quartef;alestinian Bedouin, by placing two mobile homes at the
adding that it was the third time that shots had been firedg¢€ne of the attack in order to show their Palestinian
the Jewish quarter over the past week. Their action led to BRighbours that they would not be coerced into leaving the
outbreak of rioting during which several IDF soldiers anarea. Palestinians set up atent near the site to pI’OteSt against
border policemen were injured by stones, in addition to @€ settlers’ action. Lawyer Linda Brayer of the Society of
Palestinian journalists and 20 Palestinians who were wound@@int Yves Association, who represented the Palestinian
by IDF rubber bullets, according to Israeli sources. Wefmilies, announced that she would appeal to the court on
Bank Preventive Security Chief Jibril Rajoub stated that tHehalf of her clients against the occupation of their land. In
number of injured Palestinians was higher, approximatewebted development, five Palestinian tents were set on fire
100. An official statement issued by the Palestinian Authorifjear the Sussiya settlement in southern Mount Hebron. The
called for the international community to provide protectioghcampment belonged to Palestinianilées who lived 800

to the Palestinians against “the evident daily acts of Isradhetres from the settliement. The families blameitises from

police investigation department. These steps, they claim
deterred many policemen from taking action against settl
who did not abide by the lawHa’aretz, 9 March)

255. On 13 March, some 30tslers from Hebron stormed
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Sussiya for the arson attack. They indicated that the attack had who accompanied her were stoned by settlers in the Tel
started at 3 a.m. when incendiary bottles were thrown at their Rumeideh neighbourhood of Hebron. The incident occurred
tents. One resident stated that he saw five men wearing when the reporter arrived in the neighbourhood to report on
skullcaps. During the attack, property was damaged but no  Palestinian children living near the Tel Rumeideh settlement
one was injured. The families reportedly had their tents comprised of seven families. Upon their arrival, two female
confiscated in March on the grounds that they were locatedtlerseordered them to leave and started to stone them when

in a closed military zone. They appealed to the High Court of they refused to do so. According to a Palestinian family,
Justice, which issued an interim order on 12 April forbidding soldiers did not intervet@@aletz, 22 May)

their eviction and they returned to their place of residenc

(Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Pose1 April) 564. on 23 May, celebrations marking the thirty-first

anniversary of Jerusalem'’s unification got under way, with

260. On 5 May, Palestinians pitched a tent in front of the dancing and singing centred inoamdi &he Old City of
Meitzad settlement to protest against the digging of holes Jerusalem that lasted well into the night. In the OId City,
outside the settlement fence by a Jewish tractor driver whandreds of youths danced with the Israeli flag at the Western

said that he had been sent by “Amana”, the settlement branch  \&@# phhile fireworks were set off overddnt Zion. On

of the Council of Jewish Communities in Judea, Samaria the Mount of Olives, busloads of revellers came to the Beit
(West Bank) and Gaza, to carry out infrastructure work for  Orot Yeshiva to join the Mayor of Jerusalem and Members
a new agricultural farm. The Council stated in response that of the Knesset. Palestinian leaders stated that the Israeli
it had no connection with the works, which it presumed were celebrations would not deter them from establishing an
carried out by a private contractor hired by one of the settlers independent state with East Jerusalem as its capital.
on his own initiative. In another development, IDF halted the “Jerusalem is part of Palestinian land occup®&d'in

paving of an asphalt road by Jews between the Ma’aon Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat told reporters
settlement and the Ma’aon farm where dtlee had been upon his return to Gaza from Cairo. “It should be known that
murdered some two weeks earlidig’aretz, 6 May) Jerusalem is part of our land occupied in 1967, and this

261. On 6 May, students from the Ateret Cohanim YeshiJacludes East Jerusalemilgrusalem Pose4 and 25 May)

pitched a tent in the Muslim Quarter of the OIld City of 265. On 24 May, Yerushalaim Shelanu (Our Jerusalem)
Jerusalem and moved to a house the yeshiva owned outside activists gathered at Orient House, insisting on flying the
the Lions’ Gate in response to the killing of a fellow student Israeli flag there. They also exchanged words with Orient
earlier in the day.ila’aretz, Jerusalem Pos7 May) House officials. In the end, an Orient House guard came out

262. On 7 May, the Ateret Cohanim Yeshiva studen%nq pushed the demonstrators away. In anoth.er incide.nt. in the
scuffled withWaqfofficials over the ownership of a house"/Cinity of Orllent Hquse, Tgmple_ I\/!our:t Faithful aCt'V'StS"

they occupied in the Old City of Jerusalem. Police forcibl urn“ed a coffin carrying fhe Inscription the Oslo Accords
removed th&Vagfofficials and detained them for questioning: nd*a St'ate of Terrorists” during a parade to mark Jerusalem
Jerusalem District Police Commander Yair Yitzhaki stated®- (Ha'aretz, 25 May)

that records proved that the yeshiva had purchased the hoR266. On 24 May, Ateret Cohanim students moved into yet
legally and therefore there was no reason to evict the new another house in the Muslim Quarter of the Old City of
tenants. Under heavy police guard, the yeshiva students Jerusalem after the Arab woman who had been living there
continued to renovate the occupied building as fellow students  for decades was forcibly evicted andrngingslcarried

pitched tents on land they claimed was theirs in the Muslim outand put on the street. The occupation of the house came
Quarter. Members of the Palestinian family that claimed following a ruling by the High Court of Justice that the house
ownership of the occupied house stated that they had papers belonged to a Jewish family. During the eviction, large
dating back 100 years that proved the house was theirs. numbers of border police forces closed adjacent streets and
Sheikh Mohammed Hussein, director of the Al-Aqsa Mosque, prevented Palestinians from coming to théasiret,

charged that the settlers’ actions constituted an attack bgrusalem Pos26 May)

settlers that Wasjust. one of many aimed at Judaizing the'c%?_ On 24 May, a small group of Jewish extremists made
of Jerusalem. “This is a den of settlers in a Mus“"&n unsuccessful attempt to enter the Temple Mount in the Al-

neiqhbourhood and creates more tension”, he Charg%ﬁsa Mosque compound on the occasion of Jerusalem Day.
(Ha’aretz, Jerusalem Posi8 May) (The Jerusalem Time29 May)

263'.9” 21 May, a female reporter vv.o'rking for a IOC6'&68. On 26 May, 15 Palestinian Legislativeothcil
television station in Hebron and a television phomgraphﬁ{embers interrupted their morning meeting in Ramallah and
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rushed to the Muslim Quarter of the Old City of Jerusalem to doing enough to protect them and their Bladp®tz, 1
protest against 10 tin shacks that had been erected there June)

overnight by members of the Ateret Cohanim Yeshiva.

Several dozen Palestinians quickly joined the Council

members who announced that their presence there was@. Situation of detainees and prisoners

meeting of the parliament, the first such meeting in Jerusalem.

The demonstration turned violent when protesters charggdl. On 2 January, a Palestinian administrative detainee was
towards the yeshiva enclave and tore down one of the shacdideased from detention in Damon Prison a month and a half
Border policemen then started swinging clubs, trying to pugtefore the date set for his release under extended
back the protesters. At one point, they forced the legislatoagministrative detention orders. A military judge who heard
into one of the shacks to separate them from the othehés appeal on 18 November 1997 decided to release him
Eleven protesters were slightly injured, including Faisa&arlier. Wissam Rafidi, aged 39, was one of the longest-
Husseini who was bleeding from arm wounds after the melesgtanding Palestinian administrative detainees in Israel. He
Later in the day, Jerusalem Mayor Ehud Olmert signedveas arrested in Augugi994 in El Bireh and his detention
demolition order giving the faities that had moved into the orders were extended repeatedly. The most recent extension
shacks 24 hours to vacate them. Mr. Olmert explained thdated back to 18 September 1997 (until 17 March).
he had no objection in principle to the construction of @Ha’aretz, 4 January)

Jewish neighbourhood in the Muslim Quarter but that the;5 - 5y 4 january, an administrative detainee from Abud
families had not su_bmed plans to the C|ty._C_omment|r_19 ONyjllage was released from Damon Prison following an appeal
the protest, David Bar lllan, Prime Minister Benjamirgein pecembe997. The man, aged 41, was arrested in

Netanyahu's communications adviser, stated that it Wag\gember 1996 and had had his detention extended by five
blatant violation of the peace accords which restricted ﬂ?ﬁonths and then every five months until February. On 4

Palestinian Authority to the West Bank and the Gaza Stripygcemper, Lawyer Peleg from the Centre for the Protection
Faisal Husseini stated in response that the erection of %‘Fthe Individual filed an appeal with a military judge who

shacks was "a clear violation and an attempt to change fige  on 18 December that the detention period should be
situation in the city despite the Oslo Accords, which pmhibghortened to three monthsig'aretz, 5 January)

such steps”. (Ha'aretderusalem PosR7 May;Ha'aretz,

29 May) 273. On 6 January, following a 40-daynger strike, Islamic

. i Jihad activist Ataef Alayan was released from administrative
269. On 26 May, the Ateret Cohanimttlers seized and set yetention. Alayan, whose arrest on 20 October had sparked
up shacks on a property at Burj Al Laglaq in the Old City Ofiots i the West Bank, was one of 23 Palestinians who were
Jerusalem. The settlers’ takeover coincided with anothgl|c5sed earlier as a traditional goodwill gesture on the

move by some 30 members of the same extremist group WhQ-4cion of RamadarH@’aretz, Jerusalem Post January)
evicted a Palestinian family from their house in Agbat Saraya,

claiming that the house belonged to JewEh¢ Jerusalem 274. On7 January, the High Court of Justidttirgy as a rare
Times 29 May) nine-justice bench, heard petitions by two Palestinian security

270 andred detainees against interrogation methods allegedly amounting
. On 31 May, bindreds of orthodox Jews attacked Araly, 1re employed against them by GSS. The detainees

property in East Jerusalem and threw stones at Palestinlaéﬁarged that during several “waiting” periods between

injuring nine, eight slightly and one moderately. The incidenfoqations (periods that lasted from a few hours to days),
took place at the conclusion of prayers at the Western Walla \yere forced to sit on a low chair with their hands tied

plaza when thousands of orthodox Jews marcheuliin the o ing their backs, their heads covered with a sack, while
Old City streets towards Nablus Gate, smearing the locks|8f,4 music was played. GSS argued that these special

P'al'e§t|n|a}n shglps w(|3th glucre] ang srgashflng %ardwmdows - InPRthods of interrogation were necessary in the case of the two
vicinity o Na, us ate,' undreds o ortho oXx 'Jews al":’;9etitioners in order to elicit information that could prevent
started stoning Palestinian shops. Palestinian youths  orist” attacks. The justices reportedly seemed
responded with stones. Police forces then forcibly diSpersgﬁnpathetic to the petitioners’ demands. The High Court
the o.rth'odofx Jewsl a”?' .the Paldestlnlar;]s ;md detained It'q]ésident, Aharon Barak, stated that the Court had received
qhuesnonmg our Pﬁ est|n|a|ns andan ort ﬁ ox Jet\:v who h merous complaints, leading him to believe that the methods
thrown stones at them. Palestinian merchants whose ShWé?e not used exclusively against suspects holding potentially
were damaged by the attacks stated that although SL{}H& security information. On 11 January, however,
incidents repeated themselves every year, the police were E'&Bntering the President’s opinion, the Court issued a ruling
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allowing GSS to continue using force to extract information 280. On 4 March, Palestinian officials, including Fatah
from the two detainees.Ha'aretz, 2 and 12 January; leadersinJenin, called upon Israel to hand over a 32-year-old
Jerusalem Pos®, 7, 8 and 12 January) Palestinian man and former leader of a “Black Panthers” cell

275. On 9 January, it was reported that administrati\}g the Jenin area whom they claimed was abducted by IDF

detainee Ataef Alayan, detained in October 1997, has belb®Ps on 28 February. The officials stated that the man was

released. Alayan's case became the subject of Widesprégélv'?g ?]'nllne-ylear sentgn%e han?jed dl?wr:lbga Palestln(ljan
protest in the self-rule areas when she went on a 40-d%(§}"t or his involvement in the murder of coflaborators an

hunger strike to demand her release and to protest agaittlu?[ abduction of two border policemen in 1996. According

Israel’s policy of political detention and arbitrary renewal otlo the Governor of Jenin, IDF arrested the detainee while he

the period of custodyTthe Jerusalem Time$ Januar was on short leave from prison. The IDF spokesman
P v ® ) confirmed that IDF troops on operational duty had arrested

276. On 28 January, Ahmed Katamesh, thiegest-standing the detainee and another Palestinian in Kadidergsalem
administrative detainee, was unexpectedly transferred frqsast 4 March)

Damon to Kishon Prison. Palestinian human rights activists . . .
1. On 30 March, the High Court of Justice rejected a

expressed fears that Katamesh, who was arrested orff"L " by th bii . ) : |
September 1992, had been taken for interrogation in the GB&LItion by the Public Comittee Against Torture in Israe

wing at Kishon, an allegation denied by the Prison Servié@"ing ,fo,r an inqqiryinto the allgggd torture _Of a 38-year-old
spokeswoman Ha’aretz, 29 January) Palestinian detainee during his interrogation by GSS at the

Russian Compound lock-up in Jerusalem. In itstpm, the
277. On 29 January, five Palestinian security prisoners wi@mmittee charged that physical pressure had beengfit
had been sentenced to life imprisonment for the killing @f pear on the detainee, including shaking, beating and
Palestinians in the territories were released on orders sigrg@@ng”ng_ This, the Committee charged, had led to the need
by the OC Central Command-i@’aretz 30 January) to hospitalize him. It also claimed that the detainee, who had
278. On 8 February, it was reported that the Israeli Cabirlegen arrested more than one month earlier on charges of
had approved the Shin Bet (GSS) draft law. Palestinian afftyolvement with the Islamic Jihad, was not allowed to
international human rights groups pointed out that the dra@nsult a lawyer in the first 28 days of his detention. During
law did not specify the Shin Bet's powers and methods 1€ hearing, the representative of the State Attorney’s Office
interrogation, which still fell under another piece offeniedthatthe detainee had been shaken, beaten, choked or
legislation, the Prevention of Terror Ordinance. The omissigtibjected to any other “physical measuresiafaretz, 30
alarms human rights groups who claim that GSS metholrch;Jerusalem PosB1 March)

(tying up in painful positions, hooding and sleep deprivatiorg2. on 31 March, Ribhi Katamesh was released after a long
would continue to be used against Palestinian detainees unggﬁod of administrative detention. Ribhi Katamesh, the

the facade of amlyuous legislation.The Jerusalem Times pqther of the longest-serving administrative detainee Ahmed
13 February) Katamesh, was detained since 1994. He suffers from heart

279. On 20 February, a 30-year-old Arab who was arrestéigease and his health is said to have deteriorated in recent
on 26 January at the Katsina junction on suspicion of carryifgeeks. He was informed about his release the same day.
explosives with the intent of carrying out an attack ifHa'aretz 3 April)

Jerusalem was released on personal bail. Another 30-year-98  on 3 April, it was reported that following an

Arab arrested on similar charges had been released atj@grvention by OC Meggido Prison, Eyal Ben Zur, an
earlier date. The man stated that after his arrest he was beg{gministrative detention order issued against a detainee was
severely by policemen who ordered him to tell themeyoked. Ben Zur considered the order, which was issued only
immediately where the explosives were. He also stated thiye day before the detainee was expected to be released, to
a police robot had riddled his car with bullets while it wag,e 3 violation of an agreement reached between the prison
being checked. The man claimed that the motive for his arrgginorities and army officers on the one hand, and the prison
was an ironic conversation he had with his mother on f,thorities and detainees, on the other. According to the
cellular phone during which he told her, when she asked higgyreement, orders extending administrative detention were
when he would return home from the Al-Agsa Mosque, th@$ pe issued 10 days prior to the scheduled release of a
he did not want to return but to die therefldaretz  getainee. In another development at Meggido Prison, three
22 February) prisoners nearing the end of their sentences were issued new
administrative detention orders ranging from three to six
months. The detainees are said to have been imprisoned,

44



A/53/136/Add.1

respectively, for five years, 30 months and three and a half 289. On 16 April, the Israelidalgtzreported that 96

years. In a positive development, military judges are said to  Palestinians had been placed under administrative detention
have recently shortened the administrative detention of dozens by the Israeliid@shon the grounds of security. The

of detainees.Ha’aretz, 3 April) majority of the new detainees came from the West Bank.

284. On 9 April, IDF released eight Palestinians from am{jrael was recently forced to reduce the number of detaiqees
prisons as a goodwill gesture on the occasion of the Eid- jom 500 to 160, e}nd to setfree 116 who had .been detained
Adha. Defence Minister Yitzhak Mordechai approved thB)r fqur consecutive years. The Move came In response to
release at the recommendation of IDF and GSS. IDF refuseyPined pressure fror_n an international campaign by Ieggl

to reveal the identities of the prisoners, but insisted that th@ d humanitarian organizations and local efforts from Israell

were close to the end of their sentences and that none of thE!lectuals and Knesset memberBhe Jerusalem Times

had “blood on his hands”Jerusalem Pos® April) 1 May)
285. On 9 April, the Centre for the Protection of th@QO. On 19 April, it was reported that since the signing of

Individual and the Association for Human Rights appealdJ® ©sl0 Peace Accords, Israel had released more than 3,000
to the High Court of Justice to order the immediate release fl€stinian prisoners held for security-related offences.
an administrative detainee whose detention was extende ever, an estimated 5,000 are still in prisoferusalem

an army officer after a militaryidge had ordered his release’ 05t 19 April)

(Ha'aretz, 10 April) 291. On 28 April, the security authities extended by four

286. On 15 April, IDF released Ahmed Katamesh, a |eadg}onths the detention of the longest-serving administrative
of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine angetamee, Ussama Birham, who is reported to have been held

the longest-serving administrative detainee. Anothd}'Srael withouttrial since Septemb2693. He is suspected
GSS of belonging to the Islamic Jihad. Prior to his

administrative detainee, Hassan Fatafta, was also released.= > , ; :
The 45-year-old Katamesh had been held in administratig@ Ministrative detention, Birham had served a seven year
detention since 1 September 1992. He was released aftePR&O"N sentenceHa’aretz, 28 April)

had signed a pledge not to engage in violent activities agair2®2. On 14 May, it was reported that Israel had sited

Israel. Upon his release from Damon Prison, Katamesh to the United Nations Committee against Torture a second
expressed his solidarity with those who were still in prison  periodic report, as required undeé®8Heinternational
because of the policy of administrative detention, adding that Convention against Torture and OtherrBueiri or

“even during the racist regime in South Africa, arrests were Degrading Treatment or Punishment. The report informed the
only for six months”. More than 200 administrative detainees Committee of steps being taken concerning a GSS bill which
remain detained by IsraelH@ aretz, Jerusalem Posii6 would define for the first time the duties and spheres of
April) competence of the Service. It stated that 81 complaints

287. On 15 April, Israeli security forces released thegest- against GSS interrogations had been submitted to the Justice

serving Palestinian administrative detainee, Ahmd{inistry's Police Investigation Department in 1995.

Katamesh, from Damon Prison, following five and a halfyeafsnomalies had been found in four cases and had been dealt

of detention. Another detainee. Hassan Fatafta. was al¥ith administratively within GSS, and sanctions taken against

released. According to the Israeli press, the release wh9Se involved. In one case, concerning the death of Abed
granted on condition that Katamesh appear on Israblfrizat, the GSS interrogator was tried in a disciplinary court.
television and issue a statement expressing persoﬁ?’ai’s* the report stated, organized courses and seminars for

condemnation of violent activitiesTfie Jerusalem Time$8 Its employees, espegial!y interrogat_ors,. with a view to
April) teaching them the principles of basic rights and human

dignity. The report claimed further that the Israeli police had
288. On 15 April, the Palestinian Authority's Ministry ofadopted the recommendations of the Kremnitzer Committee
Information launched a campaign under the slogan “Freedq(@ainst Police Violence and appointed a team to implement
for the imprisoned freedom fighters™. The aim of th@hem. The team had begun operating only recently but the
campaign is to gather 1 million Palestinian signatures to becommendations were already being implemented, including
sent to United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan and {fe rigorous selection of candidates for service. In another
all United Nations Member States, urging them to bring abopéport submitted to the Conittee against Torture, B'tselem
the release of both Palestinian and Arab prisoners helddRd the Association for Civil Rights in Israel stated that GSS
Israeli jails. (The Jerusalem Times8 April) has subjected to torture some 85 per cent of the 1,000 to

1,500 Palestinians it interrogated every year. Israel, they
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observed, continued to justify torture in its answers to appeals release of an administrative detainee who had his detention
submitted by interrogees to the High Court of Justice. Israel extended by OC IDF troops in the West Bank ditarya m

had not enacted a law against torture so far and had not taken judge had ordered his release. The petitioners claimed that
any substantial steps to that effect. The Landau Commission’s  the officer was not authorized to extend the detention and that
directives continued to remain secret, even if much was his decision rendered the institution of judicial supervision
known about the mébds used by GSS. The interrogation of administrative detention totally ineffedtiaéaietz, 28

methods detailed in the report included sleep deprivation, May)

starvation, putting dirty sacks on detainees’ heads, playing

them loud music for many days, forcing them to sit on a small )

chair with their hands tied behind the back or kneel in painfulE. Annexation and settlement

positions, exposing them to extreme heat or cold, and

slapping, kicking, beating and shaking them violently. Th295. On 2 January, the United States of America expressed
report claimed further that Israel held more than 10@ispleasure at the laying of a cornerstone on 31 December
Palestinians and Lebanese under administrative detentid@97 for new Jewish homes in the West Banklsenent of

orders which could be extended indefinitely. SomBeit El. The deputy spokesman of the United States State
Palestinians had been detained for more than four yed»epartment stated that increasing settlement construction did
without knowing when they would be released. The humarot help to create the kind of environment required for

rights organizations pointed out that, contrary to thluilding confidence between the two sidedefusalem Post
impression given by the State’s report, police violenc2 January)

remained a serious problem in Israel and that only a smalhs - on 4 January, IDF confiscated 32 hectares near the area
nhumber of the Kremnitzer Committee’s recommendations B the Gush Katif settlements in the Gaza Strip. Palestinian

that effect had been implemented. The conditions in detentigp o+ said the bulldozers had begun leveling the land which

facilities and prisons continued to be extremely harsh and||aq ¢|ose to the Khan Younis seashore destroying crapEe (
some facilities prisoners were held in conditions amounting,;salem Time® January) '

to inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, in violation ] )
of the International ConventionH@'aretz, 14 May) 297. On6 January, it was reported that infrastructure work
for the Har Homa settlement in Jerusalem was continuing,

293. On 19 May, the B'tselem human rights organizatiqg, tenders for construction expected to be issued during the
held a press conference in Jerusalem after producing a regpe quarter. Ha’aretz, 6 January)

detailing GSS interrogation methods. The report, entitled o
“Torture as a routine: GSS interrogation methods”, stated thgg8- On 6 January, an official spokesman for the Greek
the torture of Palestinian interrogees was common da{?ﬂh_c’dox Patriarchate denied a report saying that the
practice. It stated that between 1,000 and 1,500 Palestinidr{riarchate had sold 70 dunums of land on Jebel Abu
were interrogated by GSS every year, 85 per cent of whdahneim in Jerusalem, adding that the P_atrlarchate did not own
were tortured by a variety of methods including violen@nY 1and in the areaTte Jerusalem Times January)
shaking, beatings, shackling, tying them up in painfid99. On 7 January, the Government approved the
positions and placing hoods drenched with urine or vomgbnstruction of 575 housing units in the Efrattiement. An

over their heads, subjecting them to sleep deprivation apglaeli government official stated that general permission for
incessantly playing them loud music through loudspeaketge construction of these homes had already been given under
In addition, interrogators threatened to kill them and cited thae former Labour Government, adding that now that the
names of persons who had died during interrogation. Thegrmission had been granted, work could begin immediately.
also made threats, sometimes of a sexual nature, against(the’aretz, Jerusalem Pos8 January)

interrogees’ families. The report also observed that duri
the whole period of interrogation which could last sever?

months, interrogees were not allowed to change clothes. qupfael during December 1997 in the Gaza Strip and the West
were given food in a filthy toilet without even minimal %ank (The Jerusalem Time$ January)

sanitary arrangements. Their cells were tiny and crowde
(Ha’aretz, Jerusalem Pos20 May) 301. On 7 January, the head of the Cartography Department
294. On 27 May, the Centre for the Protection of that the Arab Studies Centre in Orient House, Khalil Tufakji,

Indi\./idual and thé Association for Civil Rights in Israelgisclosed that the Israeli authorities had approved plans for

appealed to the High Court of Justice to order the immediate <" road, Route 70, which would loop around the eastern

0. On 7 January, the Legal Centre for Land Defence stated
at a total 4,500 dunums of land had been confiscated by
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outskirts of Jerusalem, north towards El Bireh-Ramallah and Adumim settlement, which currently numbers some 20,000
south towards Bethlehem. The project affects 1,550 dunums people living in approximately 5,000 housing units, will
of land belonging to the villages of Ananta, A-Tuezariyeh, double in size since Housing Ministry plans envisaged the
Abu Dis, Sawahrah and Zayyem. Many houses along the El  construction of 4,050 new housing units, of which 428 have
Bireh-Ramallah line are threatened with demolitiohh¢ already been approved. The Ofarim settlement was also
Jerusalem Time3 January) expected to grow many times over thanks to four plans for the

302. On 8 January, OC Central Command, Maj.-Gen. U(ipnstruction of 6,741 housing .unit's. The Alfei Menasheh
Dayan, met with settlers from the Peduel and Alei Zaha??ttlement was ex.pecteddouble InsSize as a result of plaqs
settlements to discuss their safety and security concefRS the construction of 1,414 housing units. In the Ariel
following a Civil Administration order halting the settlement, 3’690 new housing units were glated .for
construction of a road bypassing the nearby villages of kfgPnstruction which currently has 3,300 housing units.
a-Dik and Burkin. After the meeting, settlers stated that thé{/—'a aretz, 9 January)

had hoped to receive permission to continue work on the rod884. The planned sfement expansion came under fire from

within the coming days. The Defence Ministry reportedly Palestinian leaders and the Peace Now movement. Palestinian
claimed that the road was included in a list of several bypass Authority official Sa’eb Erekat accused Prime Minister
roads whose construction awaited approval. In a related Benjamin Netanyahu of being determined to “finish off the
development, Israeli Television Channel 7 reported that peace process before his Government finéstoesR d?v
Palestinians in Judea and Samaria (West Bank) had accused the Government of approving construction that
constructed several roads “illegally” in order to link isolated ceg&ded the requirements of natural growth, alleging that
villages to the main townsnder the Palestinian Authority's such actions could prevent another West Bank pull-out and
control. One example cited in the report was a road built by plunge the country into Maargtz, Jerusalem Post
Palestinians in the villages of Natsra and Burkin that went 9 January)

south towards Aurora, with the aim of eventually reaching B

X 505. On 15 January, it was reported that the Government had
Zeit near Ramallah Jerusalem Pos® January)

recently authorized plans for the building of $igusing units

303. On 9 January, it was reported thadcording to a for Jewish settlers next to the Avraham Avinu quarter in
document obtained bija’aretz, the Housing Ministry had Hebron. In addition, settlers were said to be drawing up plans
plans for the construction of 30,000 housing units in for antamfghl 300 housing units, the construction of which
settlements. For half of that number, the construction of they hoped would eventually be approved. Prime Minister
14,600 new apartments, authorization is said to have already Benjamin Netanyahu’s communications adviser, David Bar
been received or plans were in the final stages of approval. lllan, stated in this connection that while the Government
Other housing unit plans were already authorized by Defence supported a Jewish presence in Hebron, he was unable to
Minister Itzhak Mordechai and were already under indicate when approval for further construction would be
construction. Other projects, which were approved by the givlTuSalem Postl5 January)

Jude_g and Sa”_‘a”_a (West Baf"‘_) Planning Corr_lmlttee_, We&§6. on 17 January, the Orient House issued a statement
awaiting authorization by the Minister. Construction projeaﬁccusing Israel of expanding itstdements in the area west

in some settlements were expected to at least double Ramallah in order to create a new geographical and
;ettler population._There are currently some 400 housing unJltémographic reality. The statement said that Israel had
in the Maaleh Efraim settlementeRently approved housmgrecently intensified its actities in that area, paving new

Ministry plans envisaged the construction of an additional 5q’i')ads with the aim of creating links between the settlements

housing units. There are 1,1E|@:u_sm_g units in the Efrat nd isolating the Palestinian village3.hee Jerusalem Times
settlement. A plan, approved earlier in the week would a
| January)

922 units to it. The construction of 1,330 housing units is sa
to have been approved in the orthodox settlement of Beitd®7- On 21 January, four Palestinians were arrested by the
Elit. Plans for an adtional 5,000 apartments in the police after they had attempted to block a bulldozer working
settlement were in the early stages of approval. Plans for t@ land near the Adura settlement. Villagers from the Dura
construction of 2,200 housing units in Givat Binyamin werdnd Tafuh villages claimed that the land belonged to them and
about to be approved, in addition to plans for 921 housiftgat they had petitioned the High Court of Justice to prevent
units which had already received approval. A plan for thébeing confiscated.Jerusalem Pos22 January)

construction of 1,300 housing units in the Givat Zeegog. On 23 January, following a meeting with Prime Minister
settlement was also expected to be approved. The Maafgéinjamin Netanyahu, Jerusalem Mayor Ehud Olmert
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expressed his optimism regarding the position that the north-east; the construction of orthodox neighbourhoods in
construction of the Har Homa settlement would begin soon. Maaleh Amos and Metzad; the paving of a road linking Tekoa
The two also agreed to set up a committee made up of akdii to Har Homa in Jerusalem; and the construction
representatives of the Prime Minister’s office, the Jerusalem of a new city in the heart of Gush Etzion, between the Alon
Municipality, the Interior Ministry and the Jerusalem Shevut settlement and the Nahal (pioneer fighting youth)
Development Authority, whose objective would be to prepare  military settlement of Gvaot on Jewish-owned land bought
a plan for several years to “strengthen Jerusalem” in the fields  before the War of Indepenti&iaeetg, 2 February)

of education, housing, employment and cultutéalaretz 314. On 2 February,

a former Coordinator of the
25 January)

Government’s Activities in the Territories, Maj.-Gen. Oren

309. On 23 January, Deputy Housing and Construction Shahor, called upon the Israelit@stbmtake firm action
Minister, MK Meir Porush, answering an interpellation by against Palestinian activities in Greater Jerusalem. Shahor
MK Ofir Pins, claimed that there were 1,180 empty housing made his statement following a report by the Security
units in the territories, some 1,000 of which were in rural  Authorities on Greater Jerusalem claiming that Palestinians
areas and some 180 in urban zonéta’'@retz, 26 January) were trying to extend their control over land in the area and

|ur the municipal boundaries, and that most Palestinians

310. On 23 January, it was reported that the Isra& , < )
uses in the area had been built “illegallydq’'aretz, 1 and

authorities had begun laying Settler Route 45 which links tﬁ]@
coastal areas of Israel with the Jordan Valley. As a first step ePruary)

the new route is to link Lydda Airport with the Jerusalem 315. On 4 February, it was reported that the Interior Ministry
airport at Qalandia. Some 2,200 dunums of land have been had given final approval for the construction of 132 housing
seized for that purposeT e Jerusalem Timeg3 January) units for Jews in the Arab neighbourhood of Ras al-Amud in

311. On 26 January, it was reported that the Ateret Cohanﬁffi‘St Jerusalem. Thg Ministry also approved .a.plan to bUi.Id
group had started to renovate five buildings it owned in th%O.O.homes for Arabs in the area. Semor Palestinian Authority
Old City of Jerusalem prior to occupying them. This was inﬁc_@ls Warned.of an outbrgak of wolencg as aresult of the
addition to the 13 other homes that it planned toaate in decision. Palestlnlan.Authorlty chief negotiator Sa’eb Erekat
the Old City. Under an agreement reached between Prir‘i*ee(:larec,}I that the.prOJect was “a message for the wt_wole world
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, the Third Way group and th@at Prime I.\/I|n|ster. Benjamin N_etanyahu .contmued_ to
religious parties before the approval of the budget, NIS fRfOYOke the |r?ternat|or_1al comn_wumty, and fo ignore Umted
million were expected to be earmarked to finance tHEat'OHS SegurltyCoun(":H regolutlons anpl ggreements §|gned
activities of the El Ad and Ateret Cohanim groups (20lion in the White House". Faisal Husseini, the Palestinian

to El Ad and 10 million to Ateret Cohanim)Ha'aretz, 26 Authority Minister for .?erusalem Affairs, pr.otested that on
January) the one hand the Israeli Government demolished Palestinian

houses while on the other it approved construction for
312. On 1 February, thesdce Now movement charged thagettlers. He warned that the continuation of such a policy
an illegal road had been built between Rehan and HermegBu|d lead the whole region to conflict and back to the
in Samaria (northern West Bank). The movementsityation which existed prior to the peace processad® Now
spokesman stated that their settlements monitoring group hagh condemned the Jewish housing project, warning that it

discovered the road while touring the area on 31 Januajiteatened the peace procedsalaretz, Jerusalem Pogst
Defence Minister Yitzhak Mordechai's media adviser, AvEepruaryHa'aretz, 5 and 6 February)

Benayahu, stated that the Ministry had not granted approval . ) L
for any road construction in the arealefusalem Post2 316. On5 February, it was reported that the Prime Minister’s

Office was finalizing a plan under which dozens of
settlements in the territories would be declared “confrontation
313. On 2 February, it was reported that the Government Wase communities”, a status reserved so far only for border
preparing a plan to increase by four the number of settlersi@mmunities which benefit from special financial aid. In
the Gush Etzion area. The plan would allow for an increagg|dition, their residents enjoy income tax reductions
in the population of the Efrat and Gush Etzion settlementgmouming to 1520 per cent, as opposed to 3—7 per cent in
from the current 13,000 to 50,000 (20,000 in Efrat angther development areas. According to a senior official,
30,000 in Gush Etzion) by 2010. It envisaged a substantigbtween 30 and 40 settlements in Samaria, Judea (West
population growth in the orthodox settlement of Beitar biank) and Gaza would enjoy the status of “confrontation line
encouraging orthodox Jews from Jerusalem and Bnei Brakmmunities”. They are located near Arab population centres
to move to the settlement; the expansion of Efrat towards thgd are either deprived of bypass roads or bypass roads that

February)
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do not prevent encounters with “terrorists”, or their residents According to tldo@e’s lawyer, Civil Administration

suffer from continuous stone-throwing, attacks and loss of inspectors allowed the Bedouin to collect their belongings
working days as a result of the security situation. Among the onlywhen they were covered by heaps of garbage and earth.
settlements included in the list were Beit El, Psagot, Ganim, Police sources pointed out with satisfaction to the lack of
Kadim, Kiryat Arba, the Jewish settlement in Hebron, resistance bythose evicted owing to the massive deployment
Netzarim and Kfar Darom. According to Peace Now, the cost of police in an operation which one senior police officer
of the tax benefits that the some 40 settlements would enjoy described as a “crash raid”. The evicted Bedouin families had
under the new plan would aant to NIS 250 million. been living in the area since they were banished from Tel
(Ha'aretz 5 and 6 February) Arad at the beginning of the 1950s. They would now have to

317. Reacting to the Interior Ministry’s final approval for thelO!N SOMe %60 qther families from the same tribe Wh'Ch t,he
construction of 132 housing units in the Ras al-Amud Quan&;vn Administration had already evicted to an alternative site
in Arab Jerusalem, Minister without Portfolio Faisal Husseinne,";:r tlr?e Abu DI,'S gak:ba,ge dumdp.dThe tribe’s 15-byear ﬁlspuﬁe
the Palestinian Authority official in charge of the Jerusalef'tl the Israeli authorities ended on 4 September when the

file, said on 4 February that the decision was a fresh violatid_rq‘:gh,Court Of‘]l,JStice rejected their final petition_against the
of the signed accords. “It will drive the entire region to th€"Iction. The tribe’s spokesman, Mohammed Hiresh, stated

brink of an explosion”, he addedThe Jerusalem Times that they had refusgd to move to thg alternative site allocated
February) to th.em be_cause it was rocky;, Wh!Ch preyented them from
grazing their goats, and because of its location near a garbage
318. On 11 February, Interior Minister Eliahu Suissa statefimp. Other Bedouin also claimed that the alternative sites
that if a halt to the construction on Har Homa could helgjocated to them were already too crowded and did not meet
advance the peace process, then building should be delayggir needs or correspond to their way of living. Israel,
for several months. A senior government official stategyowever, has a huge master plan for the Maaleh Adumim
however, that there could be no delay in constructiogettiement covering the area from the Dead Sea to Jerusalem,
(Jerusalem Postl2 February) almost equivalent to the area of Tel Aviv, which therefore
319. On 11 February, it was reported that an examination®gant that all the Bedouin had to be evictedafaretz,
the 1996 financial reports subitted by local authorities to Jerusalem Postl7 February)

the Interior Ministry revealed that settlements benefited th 1 on 16 February, an Israeli District Court sold a plot of
most from government aid, making them attractive to live ifand owned by a Palestinian to a Jewish investor without the
The settlements of Kiryat Arba, Emanuel, Efrat, Elkanah a%owledge of the owner. Haj Issazaat, from the village of
Ariel, and settlements under the jurisdiction of the region@peit Safafa in southern Jerusalem, claimed that he had bought
councils of Mount Hebron, Mateh Yehuda, Gush Etzion, Gazge 10 dunums of land ih972 and had since been attempting
and Mateh Binyamin received government aid amounting {g register it in the Jerusalem Land Registry. Azzat added he
more than NIS 3 million. Their total population washaq even turned to the High Court in 1996 in an attempt to
approximately 103,500 and thewncils received from the force the municipality to issue him a registration certificate
State for each settler NIS 210, a sum larger than thatafter he had learned that the land next to his had been bought
received by development towns where evayicil received py a Jewish investor from a Palestinian in Beit Safafa. It
approximately 2,100 per resident, or some 30 per cent lgsScameknown that District Court Judge Yoel Tsur had
than settlementsHa’aretz, 11 February) ordered that the plots in that area, including Azzat's, were to
320. On 16 Februarynder the heavy guard of260-strong be registered in the name of investor Shaul Cohdine(
police force from Judea and Samaria (West Bank) headedJgfusalem Timg=0 February)

the Vice Commander of the Judea District (Southern Wesbo on 17 February, dozens of @®iin from the Jahalin
Bank) and border police forces, the Civil Administrationyijpe spent a night under the open skgand fires on the site
evicted some 140 Jahalin Bedouin from an area south of g which they had been evicted the day before. They
Maaleh Adumim settlement to a site assigned to them near {i8urned to the site despite the fact that the Civil
Abu Dis garbage dump. OC Civil Administration Inspectiomgministration had removed their belongings to an alternative
Team, David Gilo, revealed that a similar fate awaitegite allocated to them west of Maaleh Adumim and declared
hundreds of other Biouin who lived in the area. After tneijr intention of staying there. The Palestinian Authority
loading their belongings onto trucks, bulldozers levelled theﬂfrovided them with tents. However, Civil Administration
tents and tin shacks. Their belongings and food were thﬁ’fépectors, accompanied by numerous police from Judea and
unloaded at the entrance to the Jerusalem garbage du’gmaria (West Bank), confiscated the tents and detained four
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Bedouin for questioning. Among those detained was on it. The family who owned the land stated that in a TV
reportedly a father of 13 who had stretched a piece of cloth  broadcastin A#fiisthat a security official had declared
between two barrels to protect his children from the cold. One that the presence of settlers in the area was illegal and that
Bedouin claimed that the Civil Administration had seized the they would be evicted. At the end of the year, however, the
tents with all their contents, leaving them without belongings.  Israeli authorities published a new map of the area in which
The Civil Administration stated in response that “there was most of the land in question was designated as “state-owned”.
nothing in the tents”. The Secretary-General of Rabbis foHa’aretz, 22 February)
Human Rights stated that his association intended to provi

the Bedouin who stayed at the site with food and blankets.g%' On 22 February,
delegation of rabbis from the association was not allowed
enter the site.lja’aretz, 18 and 22 February)

the High Court of Justice issued an
iﬁterim order forbidding changes in the situation of the Jahalin

e's enclave east of Maaleh Adumim. A week earlier, the
Civil Administration demolished tin shacks and pens
323. On 17 February, it was reported that Prime Minister omgihg to the Jahalin tribe and requested them to leave the
Benjamin Netanyahu was expected to order in the near future  site located east of Maaleh Adumim. They refused and had
the publishing of tenders for the construction of the new Har  been living in the open ever since despite the confiscation of
Homa settlement. In addition, Mr. Netanyahu promised to their tents. The High Court’s injunction followed a petition
take the necessary measures for the construction of four bythe lawyer representing the evicted persons, according to
bypass roads: El Arov bypass, Bethlehem bypass, Nablus which the Civil Administration had taken illegal steps and
bypass and road 45H@’aretz, 17 February) carried out an illegal demolition. A hearing was set for the

324. On 18 February, it was reported that some 5,000 nfQlowing week. A short time before the Court issued its
housing units had been built over the past year ttiaments, injunction, Civil Adm|n|strat|on inspectors handed an“eV|ct|on
ofwhich some 80 per cent had already been sold. Accordiffie" tO the Bedouin. The nature of the offence was “presence
to officials at the Prime Minister's Office, the high demand’ People and personal equipment on state-owned land”. The
for apartments in settiements was due to low prices rati@d€r. which was signed by OC Civil Administration
than ideological motives. Low prices resulted from thi!SPEction Unit, gave the Bedouin one day to clear the site.

classification of the settlements as development area “A"@ arétz 23 February)

which reduced by 50 per cent the price of land. In addition, 327. On 27 FebrudguiBerom the Jahalin tribe whose

most of the construction was carried out by the settlement eviction from their place of residence was suspended
branch of the Council of Jewish Communities in Judea, following an intervention by the High Court of Justice, held
Samaria (West Bank) and Gaza for non-profit purposes. For a protest prayer under the open sky alongside Jewish
example, the 37 housing units which were put up for sale in  worshippers from the association Rabbis for Human Rights.
the Allon settlement at the beginning of the month were sold The prayers were held following a joint protest rally at the
overnight. In the Talmon settlement, 40 housing units were disputed site near Maaleh Adutalaretz, 1 March)

put on sale and bought immediately, with one senior offici
describing the demand as simply “dizzyingH& aretz, 18
February)

@28. On 1 March, the High Court of Justice issued an interim
order forbidding the Civil Administration from evicting the
Jahalin tribe living east of the Maaleh Adumim settlement or

325. On 21 February, some 50 left-wing activists joined confiscating the tents they had erected in place of their tin
several dozen villagers from Salfit and Iskaka to plant olive shacks which had been demolished by the Civil
trees on disputed land near the Ariel settlement. dac@mber, Administration two weeks earlier. The interim order was to

the settlers started paving a road on land planted with olives remain valid until the Civil Administration’s Appeals
trees which belonged to the residents of the village. The Committee had issued its ruling on the question. The Court
villagers also wished to build a road that would allow their refused to allow the Bedouin to set up tin shacks on the site
vehicles to reach remote plots in the area. The army prevented and refrained from deciding whether their eviction two weeks
the continuation of work by both sides until the question of earlier was legal. According to the lawyer representing the
ownership of the land was sorted out. Another joint Israeli- tribe, 32 families had been ordered to leave their area of
Palestinian protest against settlers and the army took place residence without being served with eviction orders or any
in Kfar Kadum in connection with the Israeli authorities’ itien documents. They had remained on the site and slept
decision to confiscate an additional 1,000 dunums of lanthder the open sky. The following day, they were provided

from the village for an Israelindustrial zone. Residents also  with UNRWA tents as a temporary solution, but the tents
complained that settlers had seized Hd®ums of farm land  were confiscated by Civil Administration inspectors. Under
owned by one of the families and had built various structures
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a subsequent interim order, they were allowed to pitch them Jerusalem by January 1999, and 27 administrative orders
again. Ha'aretz, 2 March) were being examined by courtsla(aretz, 25 March)

329. On 2 March, it was reported that during the first 10 334. On 26 March, it was reported that the Defence Minister
months of 1997, the settler population in the West Bank and was taking action to regularize the situation of three
Gaza Strip had increased by 7.45 per cent and 4.8 per cent, settlements in the West Bank which had been established
respectively. According to the Interior Ministry's Population  without governmental approval. The status of a recognized
Administration, the settler population in the West Bank and community was expected to be granted to at least one of the
Gaza Strip stood at 161,157 at that time. An examination ofttleseents, named Rechalim, in a procedure referred to by

the growth rates by district revealed that the highest increase Israeli sources in the territories as “settlement laundering”.
occurred in the Nablus area (11.2 per cent). Another major  The housing units at issue were ka#hninyears without
increase in the growth rate was registered in the Ramallah a permit and were inhabited by few families. The security
area (10.2 per cent) while in Gaza the Jewish population authorities, which previously opposed their establishment,
growth stood at 10 per centd@’aretz, 2 March) are now said to be helping to develop and link some of them
330. On 6 March, four caravans wereapéd on a hill to water, gas and eIectrictty. Prepatations were under way to
adjacent to the Alei gement, bringing to 12 the number of "corporate other housing units into the master plans of
caravans recently placed on that hill. The civieXisting settlements, a move which would substantially
Administration stated that the land at issue was “Statgniarge the territory of the settlementblg(aretz, 27 March)

owned” and that the placement of the caravan was “legaB35. On 28 March, six Palestinians, including a 74-year-old

The caravans reportedly extended the territory of the man, a woman and two members of the PLO Executive
settlement which was five kilometres wide. The settlement, Committee, were injured by IDF gunfire during a
comprised of 1,000 housing units, is said to have been granted demonstration against the expansion of the Yitzhar
a permit by the Defence Ministry to build an additional 2,500 settlement. The 74-year-old man was seriously injured in the
housing units. la’aretz, 9 March) face and lost consciousness. One man was injured in the head,

331. On 6 March, it was reported that the Israel Governmef?tPOther in the shoulder and another one in the jaw. The other

had allocated $5 million for settlements in the West Banl?,a?’ualties were also hit in the upper part of the body. The
Gaza and the Golan Heights as part of the budget. incident reportedly occurred when some 300 residents of the

Asira el Qibliya (west of Nablus) set off for their land, where
332. On 23 March, the Israeli High Court gave the Israeljy|idozers were carrying out ground work for the expansion
Government three months to finally make a decision as to Whythe settliement. According to the residents, hundreds of their
Palestinians from the village of Ikrith have not been allowegljiyve trees had been uprooted during the operation.
back to the village from which they were evictedli848. The  commenting on the incident, the IDF spokesman stated that
High Court accepted the argument presented by the St&gzens of Palestinians staged a demonstration between the
Attorney’s office which said that the Government was stiljtzhar settlement and Asira el Qibliya. They were served
considering the case and had not yet reached a final decisigjth 5 military order stating that it was a closedlitary zone
However, the High Court demanded a decision by theng were asked to disperse. When they refused, they were
Government within three months and, if the State failed Wspersed by IDF and border police who took the measures

present its answers, the Court would hold another hearing jged to disperse demonstrationgia(aretz, 29 March)

July. (The Jerusalem Timeg27 March
. ® ) 336. On 30 March, the Civil Administration Central Planning

333. On 25 March, a report compiled by the Interiopffice in the West Bank rejected Palestinian objections to the
Ministry’s Housing Construction Department stated thahaster plan for the expansion of the Maaleh Adumim
1,291 construction offences had been detected by th&iement. The plan, which mainly covered area C and partly
Ministry’s inspectors in the Jerusalem district, most of thegyea B, would enlarge the municipal territory of the 20,000-
in East Jerusalem. The majority of “offences” in Easdrong settliement by some 12,080nums to a total of some
Jerusalem concerned the construction of entire buildings @ 000 dunums of land. By comparison, the territory of Tel
floors, unlike most offences in Western Jerusalem, whigkyiy, with its 350,000 residents, amounts to 51,000 dunums.
concerned the addition of a single room or a veranda. Despi{@sidents of five villages located east of Jerusalem and
this, only a small number of demolitions had been carried oygpresentatives of the Palestinian Authority claimed that the
The report indicated that 10 demolition orders by the Interiggnd at issue was the only remaining farmland belonging to
Ministry were slated to be executed in East Jerusalem by & villages in the region. In his statement of rejection, the
end of March, 36 other orders were to be executed in Egfifector of the Civil Administration’s Planning Office,
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architect Shlomo Moskovitz, indicated that “the project be expanded through the addition of 3,500 new housing units.
concerned only State-owned land and that should any lanthe Jerusalem Timeg0 April)

ownership in the area covered bythe, pla}n be proved, this Ia@QZ. On 14 April, the heads of the Jordan Valley Local

would be excluded from the project'tig’aretz 31 March) Council announced that the number of Jewish residents in the
337. On 4 April, an official report published by the regionhad increased by 10 per cent and that agricultural land
Palestinian Authority’s Ministry of Information indicated that had been “expanded” in order to respond to the needs of the
375 dunums of agricultural land had been seized by Israel in  growing population there. “We see increased absorption and
March throughout the Palestinian Territories. The report also  growth”, stated David LeviptimeiChead, indicating that

stated that settlement expansion took place on hundreds of since the beginning of 1997 some 60 new families had joined
additional dunums of landThe Jerusalem Timed0 April) the 590 families living in the region’s teements. He denied

338. On 6 April, an appeal filed by several human right‘:’;harges reported on the *Voice of I§rael” tha.t several
organizations in the High Court of Justice on behalf of 13€ttlements in the Jordan Valley had confiscatedeeiit land

Palestinian families charged that Palestinian Jerusalemif@@!IOW for their expansion. According to Mr. Levi, all of the
who had gone abroad or lived in the occupied territories hi'dS Which had been "added" to the settlements were located
had their permanent residency status annulled and their Isréﬁéﬂh'? the Local Council's boundaries. According to “Peace
identity cards withdrawn by the Interior Ministry. The appeaJNOW gstlmatgs, the Jewish populgtlon In t,he occupied
stated that the new Interior Ministry policy was turning Eadf'itories had increased by 9 per cent in 1997a‘aretz, 15
Jerusalem residents who had gone abroad without th8")

intention of settling there intdlegal immigrants deprived of 343. On 19 April, IDF troops stopped Palestinians who tried
any rights in the city where they had been born and where they to build on a site adjacent to the Morag settlement in Gush
dwelt. The appeal stateidter alia, that these residents were Katif. IDF officers warned the Palestinian police that the
not allowed to stay in Israel and had to leave their homes in  construction violated the Oslo Acdertisalem Post

East Jerusalem for good. It further claimed that the policy was 20 April)

against the “open bridges” procedures which existed for %044_ On 28 April, it was reported that following an

years, under which res_idents of East Jerusalem could re_SfHFervention by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and

apﬁ]oad rl:or _aklor;? p_erloi or move beyond the Green_dLl essure by the “Givat Hazayit Association”, the number of
W'.t outt e nskot osing their Stams as perman_e_nt reside 8using units in the Efrat settlement whose construction could
with Israeli identity cards. According to the petitioners, thgtart immediately had increased by almost fourfold, from 268

objective of Interior Minister Eli Suissa, who had adopted thig g57 fthe 107 plots allocated for build-your-own-home

policy for nationalistic reasons, was to expel Arab residen ?ojects, only five remained unsold. The head of the “Givat

from Jerusalem. “This is an |mpro_pe”r goal which is agam azayit Association” stated that his group had signed a deal

a state of law and values of equality’, the appeal Cla'medwith a contractor for the construction of 330 additional

339. On 7 April, the Custodian of Absentee Properties sent housing units. The construction of 90 of these units had
eviction notices to 100 families in the Yatta area, in the gure with 60 already completed. In a related development,
Hebron district. The families were told to evacuate an area the secretariat of the Nokdim settlement reported that
of 20,000 dunums of land although they possessed official preparations were under way for the construction of the
deeds of ownership of the landTl{e Jerusalem Times Jerusalem bypass road via Har Homa. In yet another

24 April) development, it was reported that the Housing Ministry was

340. On 8 April, Jerusalem Mayor Ehud Olmert declared th89ntinuing to work on a project envisaging the construction

the fate of Har Homa was sealed and vowed to use all rﬂgthousands ofiousing units in the Greater Jerusalem area,
political clout to make sure that the construction of tthcIuding in the Adam settlement and in several areas under

settlement would begin as soon as possiblergsalem Post thejurisdicti_on of the Mateh Bi.nyamin Regional Council. The

9 April) propct_enwsageq the estapllshment of new.settleme.nts. and
the linking of existing ones with a view to creating a territorial

341. On 10 April, it was reported that Israel was planningnain between Jerusalem proper and the Greater Jerusalem

to annex an additional 12,000 dunums of land in order ea. The project was said to be headed by a Labour Party

expand the Maaleh Adumim settlement on the easteffember who was a consultant for settlement issues to the late

outskirts of Jerusalem. The plan, known as E-1, aims to cregiime Minister Yitzhak Rabin Ha'aretz, 28 April)
a direct link between the settlement and Jerusalem via land

on which a row of hotels is to be built. The settlement is to
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345. On 8 May, it was reported that four adonal villages. They claimed that the annexation practically
settlements (Neveh Tsuf, Psagot, Mahmesh and Kokhav deprived the Abu Dis, Anata, Azarya, A-Tur and Isawiya
Hashahar) expressed their wish to absorb members of the villages of land reserves for their development. They also
Falasha Mora who remained in transit camps in Addis Ababa. claimed that the annexed area included a major thoroughfare
Theyjoined three other settlements (Ofra, Kdumim and Efrat) used by the residents of the territories who could not travel
which had already signed an agreement with the Ministry of through Jerusalem owing to the entry ban to Israel. The
Immigrants Absorption to absorb some 150 families (50 annexation plan would also impose a de facto closure of
families per settlement). In the first phase, the Ministry would  Palestinidlages in the area because of the ban on
allocate NIS 1 million to each of the settlements that would Palestinian entry into Jewish settlement areas. Finally, the
absorb immigrants. The money would serve to renovate and petitioners claimed that the expansion of Maaleh Adumim
bring in new mobile homes, build conversion centres and was not meant to meet its residents’ needs but was part of the
employ five or six social workers in each settlement. Ofra was metropolitan Jerusalem plan which was against international
the only settlement to have absorbed new immigrants so far, conventions concerning occupied tdddtangtf, 21

with 23 families arriving over the past month. Other May)
immigrants were expected to arrive at the other settleme%tgl_ On 21 May,

. . : it was reported that the Ministry Committee
in the coming weeks Ha'aretz, 8 May)

of Directors-General for Jerusalem Affairs was expected to

346. On 8 May, it was reported that thettser group Ateret  submitto Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu an emergency
Cohanim had set up two large tents on two dunums of land  plan to strengthen Jerusalem’s Jewish population in the light
inside the walls of Jerusalem’s Old City. The move came in  of predictions that the city’'s Arab population in the year 2020
reaction to the killing of one of the group’s members two days would exceed 40 per cent, an increase from the current 30 per
earlier. The settlers said that they would remove the tents only  cent. The plan envisdgedlia, the expansion of the

after being given permission to build a new settlemehlg city's borders by unifying its suburbs into a single
Jerusalem Timgs May) administrative unit which would also include settlements

347. On 12 May, Prime Minister Benjamin NetanyahBeyond,the Green Line such as Maaleh A(?umim,'Givat Zeev
promised that by the next general elections there would 89 Béitar. The planwould help Jerusalem’s housing shortage

houses on Har Homa in East Jerusaledergsalem Post by building 100,000 additional housing units in the annexed
13 May) areas, including in areas located beyond the Green Line. The

measure was meant to ensure the current demographic ratio
348. On 15 May, it was reported that, in the wake of the fat@| 2010. It also called for the construction of several roads,
stabbing of an Israeli in the Old City of Jerusalem a wegkc|uding Road 1 which would link the French Hill to the
earlier, settlers had seized two more Arab-owned propertiQgyve Ya’acov settlement; the Mount Scopus road which
in the heart of an Islamic neighbourhoodhe Jerusalem yoyid link the Maaleh Adumim settlement to Road 1; and the
Times 15 May) East Jerusalem beltway which would complete the existing

349. On 19 May, it was reported that approximately 70 p&eltway encircling Jerusalem to the east, north and south.
cent of construction for orthodox Jews in the neetede was (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Pose1 May)

planned in settlements in the West Bank. According to thgs2  on 28 May, the Jerusalem Munidipademolished the
Peace Now movement, some 29,000 housing units felacks set up by the Ateret Cohanim group at Burj Al Laglaq

in Modi'in Elit and Kiryat Hasefer; 5,700 in Beitar; 1,200 injerusalem Time$ June)

Emanuel; 1,100 in Hashmona’'im (Ganei Modi’in); and 6,624

in Matityahu. Peace Now Director-General, Mossi Raz, stated

that the plans practically meant that orthodox Jews were leftF, Information concerning the occupied
without many options except to live beyond the Green Line.  Syrian Arab Golan

(Ha'aretz, 19 May)

350. On 20 May, the Jerusalem Centre for Human Rights ad83. On 19 January, it was reported that despite a relatively
three Palestinian villages in the Jerusalem area appealedigh unemployment rate, demand for housing in the Katzrin

the High Court of Justice to revoke the plan to place moggttlement was “enormous”. Thirty-five plots are said to have

land under the jurisdiction of the Maaleh Aduminttement. been allocated to some 120 families. Half of the 100 housing
The petitioners claimed that the decision to apportion motgits in the settlement’s new neighbourhood are said to be
than 12,000 dunums of land to Maaleh Adumim harmed thider construction, with residents aitirag the opening of a
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$10 million factory which would provide some 80 new jobs, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and several ministers

in addition to a NIS 30 million college campus, which would  voting indar. Law Committee Chairman Hanan Porat
create 120 new jobs. The Golan Development Companyis indicated that he had decided to put the amendment on the
said to have invested NIS 5 million over the past year in day's agenda ahead of other proposed legislation because of
infrastructure work on 250 dunums of land designated for the importance of the idsugsglem Pos23 March)

industry. Finally, within thg framevyork of a regional358. On 8 April, it was reported that the Government
employment project, the Katzrin Council and the Golan LOC%tended to lodge a complaint with the United Nations

Co_uncn gave a NI‘.Q’ 1,500 bonus to every manpower Compaﬁ}éengagement Observation Force about ditches being dug
Wh'c,h could find a job for an unemployed person in the aregtong the Syrian side of the Golan Heights ceasefire line on
(Ha'aretz, 19 January) the grounds that they constituted a breach of the ceasefire
354. On 27 January, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu agreement. The Syrians reportedly replied that the ditches
specified once again that he would not agree to withdraw from  were for agricultural use, an explanation rejected by IDF.
the Golan Heights, even in exchange for a peace treaty with  Minor violations @Bt disengagement agreement are

the Syrian Arab RepublicHa’aretz, 28 January) reportedly common in the Golan. They usually involve

355. On 10 Februanhundreds of Golan Heights Druseincreases in the number of soldiers deployed there. Under the

demonstrated in Majdal Shams in support of Iraq arﬂgrgement, each side can request a spot-check by the United
President Saddam Hussein. The demonstrators para&{?&'ons forces, although this has seldom bdene. The last
through the illage and were followed by a rally in the maint'm? such a count was ma_de wasBo7, at th_e requegt of the
square where they chanted slogans praising Saddam HusS¥fian Arab Republic, amid fears of a possible surprise attack
and Syrian President Hafez Al-Assad. They also chantBy ISTael. iaaretz, Jerusalem Pos8 April)

slogans encouraging Saddam to attack Tel Aviv. A large 359. On 11 April, Israel's former Ambassador to the United
police force was deployed in the area but did not enter the  States of America, Itamar Rabinovich, stated that the previous
village in order to avoid provocation. The demonstrations Labour Government had never made a commitment to
were accompanied by a general strike in Majdal Shams, withdraw from the Golan Heights, thereby dismissing the
Masada, Bukata and Ein KiniehH@’aretz, Jerusalem Pogst reported claim by Syrian Defence Minister Mustafa Tlass that

11 February) Syria had received a letter from United States President Bill

356. On 14 Februarfiundreds of Druse took part in agitateacIinton to that effect. Mr R"?‘binO\_/iCh’ _aTeI Aviv Uniy_ersity
demonstrations in the Golan Heights to mark the sixteen‘?irl()fessor and a spemahsF n Syrian h|st9ry and pol!ncs who
anniversary of their general strike against the Israel{'c® headed the negotiating team with the Syrian Arab

Government’s decision to extend Israeli law to the regioﬁepUb“C’ accused the Syrian Defence Minister of making

Residents of the Druse villages of Majdal Shams, Masad‘g’utrageous statements“J¢rusalem Post2 April)

Bukata and Ein Kinieh refused to accept Israeli itifigrcards  360. On 17 April, some 650 policemen, border policemen

and staged a strike that lasted over six weeks. The villagers and soldiers under the command of OC Northern District
marked the anniversary of what they describe as their uprising  were deployed in Druse villages in the Golan Heights as the
at the beginning of the general strike on the same day every villages marked the Independence Day of the Syrian Arab
year. Parades and rallies were held in Masada, Bukata and Repultdigeks from Bukata, Masada and Majdal Shams

Majdal Shams, with masked demonstrators holding Syrian waved Syrian flags and pictures of Syrian President Hafez Al-
flags and pictures of the Syrian President, Hafez Al-Assad and  Assad and shouted slogans against the Israeli occupation and
chanting slogans against Israel. A large police force was for the return of the Golan to Syrian sovereignty. In Majdal
deployed in the region and in the villages to prevent Shams, some 300 residents staged a march from the village
disturbances. The police did not intervene and the protesters  square to the “Shouting Hill”. Hundreds of Druse, including
dispersed quietly, exceptin Majdal Shams where four Israeli the Governor of Damascus, gathered on the Syrian side of the
policemen and a newspaper photographer were injured by border. The Syrian national anthem was played and speeches
stones thrown at the end of the demonstratiokl&’@aretz, calling for an end to the Israeli occupation of the Golan
Jerusalem Postl5 February) Heights were made on both sides of the border. Words of

would require a two-thirds majority to alter the Law. Th(irom the Syrian side while residenFs on the occupied side
amendment had already passed its preliminary reading, ew across the border four flags painted with the colours of
the Syrian flag. After the rally, the residents returned to the
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village square where they staged another rally. Some 600
residents took part in a third rally in Masada village. The
march took place quietly. The Israeli police expressed their
satisfaction at the relative calm during the celebrations.
(Ha'aretz, 19 April)

361. On 21 April, sit-ins in front of the Red Cross offices
were held simultaneously in Damascus and Majdal Shams on
Arab Prisoners Day. The protesters in Damascus gave a
petition to representatives of the Red CrosKirtg upon the
international organization to work for the release of prisoners
held in Israeli detention centres. In the Golan, the two hour
sit-in was staged by residents of Majdal Shams and a
delegation of Palestinian prisoners from the West Bank. The
organizers of the sit-in reported that there were as many as
18 sentenced prisoners from the Golan in Israeli prisons. A
number of youths had also been arrested in recent weeks and
their interrogation was still under way-1@’aretz, 22 April)

362. On 25 May, dousing campaign opened on the Golan
Heights, with 380 homes going on sale in 14 settlements
there. The new homes were being offered at what appeared
to be bargain prices compared to other parts of the country.
A 60 to 70 square metre ground floor house on a plot of land
covering half a dunum cost betwe8d7,000 and $49,000.
Around 200 such homes were part of the campaign. They
could all be expanded to up to 220 square metres. In four
settlements, buyers would be able to choose from another 180
homes, ranging in size from 110 square metres to 170 square
metres and priced up to $110,000. Financial assistance was
available in the form of loans and grants covering up to 95 per
cent of the price. As part of the campaign, the Council had
also invested some NIS 4 million in infrastructure
development. A similar sum had been allocated by the
Government. Golan Regional Council Chairman Yehuda
Wolman stated that the housing programme was part of the
ongoing development of the region. He explained that the
subsidies were aimed at changing the demographic balance
in the region, where more than 15,000 Israelis and 18,000
Druse lived, and to double the Golarttser population in the
next two years.Kla'aretz, Jerusalem Pos25 May)

363. On 27 May, the United Nations Securityo@hcil
decided unanimously to keep United Nations military
observers on the Golan Heights for an additional six months
and warned that tensions could erupt there at any time until
Middle East parties forged a comprehensive peace.
(Jerusalem Pos28 May)
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