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MAI NTENANCE OF THE ROSTER OF EXPERTS

Note by the secretariat

1. Article 24, paragraph 2 of the Convention to Combat Desertification (CCD)
provi des that: "The Conference of the Parties shall establish and maintain a roster
of independent experts with expertise and experience in the relevant fields. The
roster shall be based on nom nations received in witing fromthe Parties, taking
into account the need for a multidisciplinary approach and broad geographical
representation.”

2. By its decision 18/ COP.1, the Conference of the Parties (COP) decided to
establish and maintain a roster of independent experts on the basis of procedures
attached to that deci sion.

3. I n accordance with decision 19/COP.1, the secretariat requested Parties to
suppl ement their subm ssi ons to t he roster of i ndependent experts
(I CCD/ COP(1)/6/ Add. 1) to ensure that under-represented areas are addressed in the
roster, in particular by:

(a) Maki ng the roster nore balanced in ternms of gender representation

(b) Ensuring better representation of relevant disciplines, particularly
in the areas of anthropology and sociology, health sciences, |egislation,
nm cr obi ol ogy and trade;

(c) I ncreasing representation of experts from non-governnental and
i nternational organizations.

4. The COP al so requested the secretariat to ensure that the roster be nmade
available in electronic form as well as through the regul ar channels of the United
Nati ons system for the purpose of facilitating the exchange of information. The

secretari at has accordingly placed the roster on its Wb site at
<http:\\ww. unccd. ch> and developed a dynamic search facility of the roster
dat abase accessible on the Web. It has in addition prepared a CD-ROM for

distribution to those Parties which do not have access, or practical access, to the
Web site of the secretariat.

5. The roster, containing nom nations received up to 31 July 1998, is to be
found in annex | to document | CCD/ COP(2)/11/Add.1. Revisions and updates to the
roster received by the secretariat through diplomtic channels by 1 Novermber 1998
will be displayed in the above-nentioned Web site. These and new revisions and
changes will be reflected in future editions of the roster.
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6. In accordance with article 24, paragraph 2 of the Convention and deci sion
18/ COP.1, the selection of experts to be included on the roster is based on
nom nations received in witing from the Parties through diplomtic channels
taking into account the need for a nultidisciplinary approach, an appropriate
gender bal ance, broad and equitabl e geographi cal representation, and expertise and
experience in fields relevant to conmbating desertification and nmitigating the
effects of drought. Furthermore, decision 18/ COP.1 on procedures for the
establ i shment and mai nt enance of the roster also requires that the roster reflect
the diversity of knowl edge and skills needed to provide advice on conbating
desertification and mitigating the effects of drought, taking into account the
i nt egrated approach of the Convention and expertise fromgrass-roots organi zations
and non-governmental organizations.

7. In preparing to conpile the list of nom nations, the secretariat devel oped
a format for curricula vitae together with an indicative list of disciplines
(1 CCD/ COP(1)/6/Add. 1, annex |1, as updated in annex Il to docunent
| CCD/ COP(2)/11/ Add. 1) . Annex | to docunment | CCD/COP(2)/11/Add.1 extracts the
country of subm ssion, nane, gender, institution and major disciplines of
experience or expertise of the nom nees. Annex IIl contains an indicative |ist of

di sci pli nes. Annex |V to document |CCD/COP(2)/11/Add.1 reflects the general
characteristics of the roster.

8. The roster shows that:
(a) There are 1,139 experts |isted;
(b) Experts are nom nated by 53 Parties;

(c) 19 of the 53 Parties subnmitted in excess of 20 nom nations each
namely, Algeria, Brazil, Chile, China, Cuba, Egypt, France, Ghana, India, Iran
(Islamic Republic of), Italy, Mexico, Mrocco, Niger, Pakistan, Portugal, Saudi
Arabi a, Spain and Turkey;

(d) Adequat e representation is lacking (i.e. less than 2 percent) fromthe
follow ng disciplines: |egislation, biology, health sciences and trade; and

(e) There are 991 nen and 148 wonmen. Men represent 87 percent and wonen
13 percent of the experts listed.

9. Bearing in nmind the rel evant provisions of the Convention and the procedures
for the establishnment and mai nt enance of the roster of i ndependent experts, the COP
my wi sh to consider any recommendations from the Conmittee on Science and
Technol ogy regardi ng t he devel opnment of the roster, including possible guidance to
the secretariat as to steps to be undertaken to achieve further balance in terns
of geographical distribution, disciplines and gender representation.



