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Note by the secretari at

l. PROVI SI ONS OF GENERAL | NTEREST TO THE | NLAND TRANSPORT COW TTEE

1. The fifty-third session of the Econom c Commi ssion for Europe focused in
its deliberations on strengthening cooperation within the ECE region, as well
as the inplenentation of the reform and preparations for the ECOSCC revi ew of
the regional conm ssions. 1/

The Committee may note the excerpts fromthe Comm ssion’s report
referring to these areas, which are reproduced bel ow

1/ Copies of the Annual Report of the Econom ¢ Conm ssion for Europe
covering the period from25 April 1997 to 23 April 1998 (E/ 1998/ 38-E/ ECE/ 1365)
will be nmade available to participants.
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(b) Operational activities and cooperation w th subregiona
groupings, interests and initiatives

22. The Executive Secretary was al so requested to intensify the attention
paid to the specific circunstances of the Conm ssion’s Mediterranean countries
in inplenenting its programe of work.

23. The Commi ssion expressed its appreciation of the effective cooperation
and di al ogue that had been established with subregi onal organizations and
initiatives and it invited the Executive Secretary to continue to strengthen
this cooperation, stressing that it be conplenentary to that provided by other
institutions and organi zati ons.

24, The Executive Secretary was also invited to continue his efforts to
expl ore ways of increasing extra-budgetary funding for the Conm ssion’s
operational activities and the Coordinating Unit for Operational Activities,
in collaboration with the relevant financial institutions. The Conm ssion
underlined the necessity to strengthen coordination of these activities
through the Coordinating Unit for Operational Activities, established in
accordance with the Plan of Action. |In addition, to facilitate the
participation in nmeetings of representatives of the nmore di sadvant aged
transition countries, support was expressed for holding sem nars and workshops
on the eve of the Comm ssion’s annual session and the neetings of its
Princi pal Subsidiary Bodies.

(c) Cooperation with the business comunity and NGGCs

25. The Commi ssion took note of the report on Cooperation between the ECE and
t he business conmunity (E/ ECE/ 1360). It decided to establish an open-ended ad
hoc wor ki ng group conposed of nmenber States and the secretariat, as foreseen
by the Plan of Action, in order to consider and devel op ethical guidelines and
practi ces governing rel ationships with the business community.

| mpl ement ati on of the Reform and preparations for the
ECOSCC revi ew of the regional conm ssions

28. Under this item the Conm ssion held an exchange of views with the
Chai rpersons of the PSBs on the inplementation of the ECE reform Havi ng
reviewed the progress in the inplenmentation of the reform including

i ntersectoral issues and cross-sectoral concerns, based on docunents

E/ ECE/ 1361 and Add. 1, the Comm ssion:
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(a) Confirmed the decision of the Inland Transport Committee to maintain the
standi ng character of the Meetings of Experts under the Wrking Party on the
Construction of Vehicles (WP.29) and to rename them “Working Parties”;

(d) Requested PSBs to encourage their related bodies to adopt the sanme report
format as that of the reports of the PSBs;

(e) Endorsed the foll ow up mechani sm approved by the Regi onal Conference on
Transport and Environnent that the ECE undertake the overall nonitoring of the
i npl ementati on of the Conference’ s Programme of Joint Action through joint
meetings of the bureaux of the Inland Transport Conmttee and the Committee on
Envi ronnmental Policy;

(f) In response to the concern expressed by ACABQ that the UN s publications
programre did not receive sufficient intergovernnental scrutiny, requested
that each PSB review the recurrent publications falling within its purviewin
order to determ ne whether their continued publication is nmerited and

communi cate the results of the review to the secretariat for transmttal to

t he ACABQ

29. The Commi ssion endorsed the follow ng “Conmon Guidelines for
Prioritization of the Work of PSBS'.

Prioritization of work should take place between all activities
of each PSB

Each PSB shoul d decide at what level it prioritizes these activities.

Subor di nat e bodi es of PSBs should be responsible, in the first instance,
for prioritizing their own work el ements. PSBs can anend the priorities
of their subordinate bodies, if necessary, when they review their work
progr anmes.

Prioritization by PSBs should al so take place at a level of activities
enpl oyi ng at | east one staff menber.

PSBs should rank their work as “higher”, “nmediuni or “lower” priority.
They should be obliged to include at |east one activity in each category.

PSBs should identify what they would do with nore resources.
In order to facilitate discussion of priorities in PSBs, their bureaux

shoul d present nenmber States with a suggested priority ranking in advance
of the neeting.
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Obj ectives should be stated for all programe activities and progranme
el ements showi ng what results are expected within a given tinme frane.

When an activity will continue for nore than two years, the objective
shoul d state what outputs or progress are expected within the next two
years (or earlier). It is not sufficient sinply to state “continuing” as

the time frame for achieving the objective

PSBs are invited to conduct this prioritizing biennially prior to the
budget subm ssion unless they find it useful to continue to do so
annual | y.

In view of the major restructuring of the Conmttee on Trade, I|ndustry
and Enterprise Devel opnent, that Conmittee is invited to consider the

i ssue of prioritization during the forthconm ng June session and to report
back to the next ad hoc informal neeting of the Conm ssion.

(c) Rel ati ons with other regional, subregional and gl obal
organi zations and institutions

30. Under this item the Comm ssion reviewed the rel ations between ECE and

ot her regional, subregional and gl obal organizations and institutions carrying
out activities of the sane nature and in the same areas as ECE and whose
menber ship includes all or sonme ECE countries. Document E/ ECE/ 1362 on

I mpl ementation of the reform Relations with other regional, subregional and
gl obal organi zations and institutions served as background material for

di scussion. The Comm ssion agreed with the proposals contained in the
document as foll ows:

- That the ECE secretariat pursue the work on harnoni zi ng the UNCTAD
Recomrendati on on the establishment of national trade and transport
facilitation organi zations and the ECE Reconmendati on No.4 on
National Trade Facilitation Organs; that on all issues of common
concern coordi nati on between the two organi zati ons be strengthened,;
and that the Executive Secretary maintain dialogue with the
Secretary-Ceneral of UNCTAD and report on progress achieved at the
next session of the Comm ssion;

- That annual neetings be held between the senior staff of the ECE and
t he UNDP Regi onal Bureau for Central European and CI'S countries,
primarily relating to the fields of environnment and sustainable
devel opnent as well as areas where UNDP has started to devel op sone
activities (e.g. statistics, energy) or may do so in the future
(e.g. trade and transport) with a view to enlarging the scope of
cooperation in operational activities;
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1. SUBSTANTI VE SESSI ON OF 1998 OF THE ECONOM C AND SOCI AL COUNCI L

The attention of the Conmmittee is drawn to the fact that no resolutions
on the “Work of the Conmittee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods”
and “Europe-Africa permanent |ink through the Strait of G braltar” have been
adopted in the ECOSOC substantive session of 1998.

The Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods of the
Economi ¢ and Social Council will nmeet from7 to 16 Decenber 1998 to consider
the work of its Sub-Conmittee over the 1997/1998 biennium The report wll be
transmitted to the Council at its 1999 substantive session, which my consider
it and adopt a new resolution on the work of the Committee. This resolution
should lead to the publication in 1999 of a new revised edition of the
“Recomrendati ons on the Transport of Dangerous Goods, Mdel Regul ations” and
of the “Manual of Tests and Criteria”.



