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| nt roduction

1. In paragraph 9 (a) of its resolution 1998/76, entitled “Rights of the
Child”, the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts requested the Secretary-General to
transmt the report of the working group on the question of a draft optiona
protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children,
child prostitution and child pornography to Governments, relevant specialized
agencies, the Coomittee on the Rights of the Child, the rel evant Speci al
Rapporteur and intergovernnmental and non-governnmental organizations and to
invite their comments, inter alia on the scope of the optional protocol, in
time for circulation prior to the next session of the working group.

2. Pursuant to this resolution, the Secretary-Ceneral, on 27 July 1998
addressed requests to Governnments and intergovernnmental and non-governnent al
organi zations concerned, as well as to the Special Rapporteur on the sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornography and the Conm ttee on the
Ri ghts of the Child, for their comments.

3. As of 19 Novenber 1998, replies have been received fromthe Governnments
of Argentina and Trinidad and Tobago.

4, Replies were also received fromthe Council of Europe, the European
Commi ssion of Human Rights, the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Comn ssioner
for Refugees and the United Nations Popul ati on Fund.

5. Comments were submitted by the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity
Conmi ssion and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches.

6. The present report contains a summary of the substantive replies
received. Any additional replies will be reproduced in an addendumto the
present report.
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.  COMMENTS RECEI VED FROM STATES

Argentina

[Original: Spanish]
[ 15 October 1998]

The Covernment of Argentina nmade the follow ng conments on the draft
opti onal protocol

1. Definition of “sale of children”

Argentina has argued the need to have a definition of “sale of children”
whi ch covers the different fornms this crimnal phenonenon can take, that is,
to treat the “sale” as an act to be condemmed in itself, regardless of its
purpose or any renuneration agreed upon.

This is the sense of the Inter-Anmerican Convention on Internationa
Traffic in Mnors, adopted by the V Inter-Anmerican Conference on Private
International Law, which in article 2 expressly defines traffic as including
the acts of abduction, renmpval or retention of a mnor for unlawful purposes
or by unl awful neans.

The position taken in the Inter-American Convention does not conflict
with the idea of an Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child: froman analysis of articles 34 and 35 of the latter, it is evident
that a distinction is made between the case of protection agai nst the sexual
exploitation of children (article 34) and the case of the sale of or traffic
in children for any purpose or in any form (article 35). |If the purpose of
that international instrument had been to deal with the two questions by
linking themclosely as being related in nature and kind, it would be
i npossi ble to explain the express use of the terns “for any purpose or in any
forni at the end of article 35. To maintain that article 35 refers to sale
for the purpose of sexual exploitation or abuse entails a serious difficulty
of a logical nature which would be hard to resolve

To return to the question of the definition, it should be pointed out
that according to the docunent prepared by the Secretary-General and subnmtted
to the United Nations Conmi ssion on Crime Prevention and Crimninal Justice
(E/CN. 15/ 1997/ 12), existing international |aw contains no express provisions
on the sale of children for purposes other than slavery (Supplenmentary
Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade, and Institutions and
Practices Simlar to Slavery).

As far as the definitions of “sale of children” drafted by the Wbrking
Group are concerned, therefore, Argentina considers that it would be
appropriate to adopt the first one.
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2. Definition of “child prostitution”

For the purposes of characterizing as unlawful - without giving rise to
differing interpretations - any activity relating to sexual “services” or
“activities” of a child, the word “unlawful” used in the draft definition
shoul d be del et ed.

3. Chapter 1V of the draft

Chapter 1V deals with penalization and prosecution in one and the sane
section. There is also a proposal that questions relating to jurisdiction
shoul d be dealt with in the sane chapter.

On this point, Argentina considers that due prom nence should be given
to a subject which, although it was introduced into the draft at this
country's proposal, ought from a nmethodol ogi cal point of view to be split up
It therefore seens appropriate, firstly, to recommend characterizing the sale
of children as an offence, in the way it is defined, and then in another
article to recomrend doing the sane for attenpts and other forns of
partici pation.

Apart fromthis, there is a phrase added in square brackets on
“connected [crimnal] acts”, terns which are not very precise for inclusion in
the text of a treaty.

Wth regard to the penal consequences, Argentina considers that the
enphasi s should be on the protection of child victins of such acts rather than
on the question of their liability. This opinion, expressed previously by our
country, appears in square brackets, but the protection of children who are
victins should be a clear aimof the Protocol, and hence the square brackets
shoul d be deleted. This is also the sense of the Inter-Anerican Convention on
the subject, which in article 4 calls for broad cooperation between States
Parties and States that are not Parties “in protecting and caring for mnors
who are victins of that wongful act”.

As regards the provisions on the prosecution of |egal persons, the
addition of the wording to the effect that they can be prosecuted providing
that that is not inconsistent with the | egal system of the State seens
appropri ate.

4, Matters remnining for discussion

In part 2 of the report, there is a section on “Seizure and
confiscation”. There are drawbacks in general to the use of the Spanish term
“confiscacién” as a translation for the English “confiscation”, but it should
be borne in nmnd that in Argentine | aw “confiscacién” is prohibited by the
Nat i onal Constitution. It would therefore be nore correct to refer to
“decom so”, the termused in various international instrunents.
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Trinidad and Tobago

[Original: English]
[7 October 1998]

The Governnent of Trinidad and Tobago submitted the followi ng comments
on the draft optional protocol

Chapter 1I1. Definitions

1. Sal e of children

The first definition of the sale of children should incorporate the
foll owi ng phrase found in the second definition; * any person having
custody or control over the child ...".

2. Child prostitution

This definition should include all the words placed in square brackets,
as well as the words “and/or” between the words “activities” and “services”.

3. Child pornography

This definition is found acceptable with the inclusion of the words
pl aced in square brackets. |In this context, the Netherlands proposal (art. 1)
is also found accept abl e.

Chapter [|V. Penal i zation of offenders and protection of
[children] [child victing

Penal i zation and prosecution

1. Mention should be made of children who thensel ves abuse other children
and who shoul d therefore be considered and treated as offenders, subject to
applicable rules of the State Party with regard to crimnal responsibilities
and rehabilitation and counselling.
[bis] is acceptable to this country.

(a) This country is supportive of this statenment - not including the
final phrase: “[subject to the legal systemof the State]”.

2. This paragraph is accepted in its entirety.

Chapter [|V. Prevention, assistance and conpensation

This entire section is found to be acceptable.

Part 2. Texts left fromthe previous session for consideration by the working
group at its next session
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Chapter [|V. Penal i zation of offenders and protection of
[children] [child victing
1. Penal i zati on and prosecution

This paragraph is accepted inclusive of the words in square brackets.
It is suggested that child sex tourismshould also be included after the words
“child pornography”.
2. Extradition

This section is conprehensive - and therefore acceptable to this
country.

3. Mut ual judicial assistance

Paragraphs 1 and 2 are found acceptabl e.

4, Sei zure and confiscation

Al'l the words placed within square brackets should be included in this
par agr aph.

5. Protection of [children] [child victins]

2. The nmeasures |isted under this paragraph are found to be
enconpassi ng. However, delete the word “non” in square brackets
i n subparagraph (a).

4, Thi s paragraph is acceptable.

6. Thi s paragraph is accepted as worded.
Chapter V. International cooperation and coordination

All the articles hereunder have nmet with approval. Please note,

however, that as a devel oping nation Trinidad and Tobago woul d need to seek
i nternational financial assistance to actively inplement article H

Preanble (forner chapter 111: I npl enentation of pertinent instrunents)

Proposal subnmitted by the delegation of the United States of Anerica acting as
coordi nat or

The proposal is noted that the followi ng observations are made:

It is crucial that specific neasures be also taken to prevent, as far as
possi bl e, the access of children to the material nentioned here.

The cooperation with international and non-governnental organizations
shoul d al so extend to the area of child sex tourism
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Wth regard to child sex tourism elimnation of the consunmer market may
not be possible. Therefore, other neasures must be devised to address
this situation.

Wth regard to the inplication that “poverty or underdevel opnent create
an environment which may | ead to child exploitation, the sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornography”, it nust be noted
that the markets for these activities are already well established and
entrenched in the societies of the nore devel oped countries and that
advanced technol ogy (especially with regard to tel ecommuni cati ons)
serves to enhance the dissem nation of such materi al

This country would wi sh to underscore the enmphasis placed on the concern
over sex tourismboth directly pronoting the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography; and on the | egitinmate adoption and
foster placenment of children consistent with the internationa
conventions and decl arati ons.

Proposal subm tted by Dennark

This country would like to hunbly suggest that the preanble proposa
al so include fair treatnment to the victins of the said offences, with special
regard to the issues of protection and confidentiality.

Proposal submtted by the del egation of Australia acting as a coordi nator
for Chapter V

This proposal was noted and the foll owi ng observation is made:

VWherever reference is nade to offensive acts, child sex tourism shoul d
al so be included.

Chapter VIll. Oher matters

Proposal submtted by the Islamic Republic of Iran on the structure of
the protocol.

This proposal for the structure of the protocol is found to be
accept abl e.

1. COMMVENTS RECEI VED FROM UNI TED NATI ONS BODI ES, SPECI ALI ZED
AGENCI ES AND | NTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANI ZATI ONS

Counci | of Europe

[Original: English]
[ 24 Septenber 1998]

The draft option protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, as well as
basi ¢ neasures needed for their eradication, reflects both the structure of
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and the concerns expressed in Recommendati on No. R (91) 11 of the Committee of
M ni sters on sexual exploitation, pornography and prostitution of, and
trafficking in, children and young adults.

As presently drafted, its scope also covers the relevant part of
Recomrendation No. R (97) 13 of the Comrittee of Mnisters on the intimdation
of witnesses and the rights of defence, which deals,inter alia wth neasures
to be taken in relation to vul nerable wi tnesses, including in particular
children, especially in the case of crinme within the famly.

It goes without saying that strengthening the international protection
of children against these fornms of exploitation is a crucial endeavour in
whi ch Governments, NGGOs and international organizations should join. The
draft optional protocol is an inportant step in this direction; it conplenents
exi sting international instruments and contributes to maintaining the nonentum
created by the 1996 Stockhol m Wrl d Congress agai nst Commercial Sexual
Expl oi tati on of Children.

Agai nst this background, the draft protocol also clearly reflects the
new political inmpetus for the Council of Europe's activities in favour of
children which was provided for by the Action Plan adopted at the Second
Summi t of Heads of State and Governnent of the Council of Europe (Strasbourg,
10- 11 Cctober 1997), where the Heads of State and Governnents agreed,
inter alia, to extend their cooperation, within the Council of Europe, with a
view to preventing all forms of exploitation of children, including through
the production, sale, marketing and possession of pornographic materi al
i nvol ving chil dren.

Furthernore, the scope of the draft protocol is also in line with the
concl usi ons and recomrendati ons adopted at the European foll ow up conference
to the Worl d Congress agai nst Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children
(Strasbourg, 28-29 April 1998), anong which are the foll ow ng:

That the practical difficulties encountered by international judicia
and police cooperation be identified, and the possible |acunae in
rel evant European penal and civil |aw be overcone; and nore concretely,

That in the | egal area, Council of Europe future activities be focused
on the practical difficulties arising in international |egal cooperation
with regard to cases involving sexual exploitation of children for
comrerci al purposes.

In the Iight of the fact that child victim of sexual exploitation
frequently suffer fromwhat is called “secondary victim zation”, the main
focus of the draft optional protocol's provisions on victimprotection
t hroughout proceedings nerits particular support. This reflects the general
concern, expressed also by the above-nenti oned conference, that crim nal
justice systenms need to be nmuch nore sensitive and responsive to the needs of
children who appear as child w tnesses, child victins or, nore frequently in
the case of sexual abuse and commerci al sexual exploitation, as w tness and
victim It mght be desirable to expand the existing draft provisions on this
subject, taking into account the rel evant experience and new arrangenments
whi ch exist in many Western European countries.
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As nost international instruments in this area address exclusively the
sexual exploitation of children for conmercial purposes, it mght be
worthwhile to explore to what extent “sinple” sexual abuse of children outside
an econom ¢ context could usefully be dealt with by the optional protocol. In
fact, the widely publicized cases of paedophile crime in several European
countries suggest that these matters nmerit review, not only at national, but
al so at international level. This was also strongly recomrended by the
above-nenti oned European follow up conference. Follow ng the rel evant
concerns expressed by the conference on the issue of the use of new
comruni cation technol ogies (nanely, the Internet) for the purpose of sexua
exploitation of children and the effective managenment of sex offenders in the
community and in penal institutions mght also be taken into consideration by
the working group, with a view to addressing these matters in the draft
opti onal protocol

Eur opean Commi ssion of Hunman Ri ghts

[Original: English]
[12 October 1998]

The project of drafting a protocol deserves full support and all efforts
undertaken in this matter are to be appreciated. The draft as it stands
coul d, perhaps, be inproved by inserting a clause inposing on the Contracting
States an obligation to pay conpensation when it cannot be obtained within a

reasonable time limt after the event fromthe perpetrator, i.e. from*“those
legally responsible”. In fact the perpetrator will normally be sentenced to
i mprisonnment and as a consequence will not be in a position to pay damages.

It is already the practice in many denocratic States to provide for
conmpensation for victinms of crimnal actions. |In particular, children, who
are nore vul nerabl e and defencel ess than adults, should not be left with the
only possibility of seeking redress from“those legally responsible”.

Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Refugees

[Original: English]
[ 23 Septenmber 1998]

More than half - currently sone 52 per cent overall - of the world's
26.1 mllion refugees and other “persons of concern” to UNHCR are children and
adol escents under the age of 18. In sone refugee situations, this figure

rises to 66 per cent. Many of today's conflicts last the whole length of a
chil dhood, such that frombirth to adul thood, displacenent and arnmed confli ct
are the only reality known to mllions of children and adol escents.
Throughout this period, refugee children are at higher risk of exploitation
given the often unstable situations in which they find thensel ves. Agai nst
thi s background, strengthening the standards for international |egal
protection agai nst exploitation is of significant interest to UNHCR W thus
strongly support the devel opnent of the draft optional protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography as a neans of better protecting children,

i ncluding refugee children.
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We note fromthe report of the Working G oup the debate as to whet her
the definition of “sale of children” should be linmted in scope to the sal e of
children for the purposes of sexual exploitation. While we acknow edge that
international |egal standards to prohibit other fornms of exploitation, such as
t he Hague Convention on the Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect
of Inter-Country Adoption and the |ILO conventions, already exist, it is the
view of UNHCR that an optional protocol which seeks to ensure protection
agai nst the sale of children for the purposes of any form of exploitation
woul d be fitting. The standards could thus appropriately cover both
articles 34 and 35 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, rather than
having a limted focus on only one article. Wile setting conprehensive
standards, the optional protocol could usefully refer to the need to respect
and conply with already existing international standards in this regard.

The risk of sexual exploitation is a very serious one for refugee
children. But refugee children are often also vulnerable to other forns of
exploitation. As an exanple, UNHCR experience has shown that refugee
children, and children recently voluntarily repatriated to their countries of
origin, are increasingly facing conpul sory child | abour. Conprehensive
standards in an optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
to conbat the sale of children for the purposes of any form of exploitation
woul d be an inportant legal contribution to the protection of refugee
children. It is inportant to highlight that the Convention is the
i nternational human rights instrument with the |argest nunber of State Parties
and, indeed, serves for UNHCR as the central frame of reference for the
protection of refugee children

As both a response and preventi on nechani sm UNHCR al so believes that
the optional protocol should address the need for State Parties to establish
crimnal |aws against child exploitation. Both national and extraterritoria
coverage woul d be inportant el enents, given the fact that children, including
refugee children, are often taken across international borders for
expl oitation purposes.

UNHCR al so strongly supports the inclusion of the need for State Parties
to take all feasible neasures to ensure appropriate protection and assi stance
to child victims of exploitation. Appropriate standards for their treatment,
in accordance with the principle of the best interests of the child, are
i nportant to ensure that children are indeed recognized as the victinms of
exploitation practices. These standards would be nost relevant, for exanple,
when and if the child is to appear as a witness in court proceedi ngs.

Measures to facilitate the reintegration of the child victiminto his or her
fam |y and comrunity should also be required of State Parties, as a neans of
supporting article 39 of the Convention.

UNHCR stands ready to further assist the Working Group inits
deliberations in the drafting of this optional protocol in any way deened
appropri ate.
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Uni ted Nations Popul ation Fund

[Original: English]
[ 25 August 1998]

The United Nations Popul ati on Fund would like to see reference to the
need for States Parties to take all appropriate neasures to address al
aspects of education and enpowerment, as well as in relation to the adol escent
girl's health needs, in particular managenment of conplications arising from
unsaf e abortion, H V/AIDS, the prevention of pregnancy and STD rel ated
probl ens, including famly counselling where relevant. Reference could also
be nade to the need for relevant in and out of school programes and open,
i nformed di scussion of the adol escent girl's reproductive and sexual health,
and to the devel opnment and consolidati on of teaching/learning nodul es and
materials which can be easily adopted to |ocal groups and situations.

Such a reference would build on the international standards set by the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Convention on the Elim nation of
Al Forms of Discrimnation against Worren, and the consensus reached in the
Programme of Action of the International Conference on Popul ation and
Devel opnment and the Beijing Platformof Action, which recognized the right to
adol escent girls to reproductive and sexual health, including informtion,
counsel l i ng and servi ces.

I11. COMMENTS RECEI VED FROM NON- GOVERNMENTAL ORGANI ZATI ONS

Wrld Alliance of Reforned Churches

[Original: Spanish]
[1 COctober 1998]

Penal i zation and prosecution

In sentencing the crimnal, the age of the child victimshould be
treated as an aggravating circunstance. The penalty will be greater the
younger the victim and also if the offences of child prostitution, sale or
por nogr aphy have been conmtted, or any other offence which violates the
child s physical, psychol ogical and spiritual health.

Prevention

States Parties should have controls on nedia which lead children into
prostitution and drug-taking.

States Parties should place controls on television and el ectronic nedia
in respect of sublimnal nmessages which underm ne sexual norality and
encour age pornography.



E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ WG. 14/ 2
page 12

V. COMMVENTS RECEI VED FROM OTHER ORGANI ZATI ONS

Australian Human Ri ghts and Equal Opportunity Conmi SSion

[Original: English]
[5 January 1998]

Not wi t hst andi ng t he al nost universal ratification of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, the worldw de exploitation and abuse of children
continues. A particularly disturbing trend is the increasing
i nternationalization of the sale of children, child prostitution and child
por nography. These activities are occurring not just at the donestic |evel
but al so across national boundaries. The need for international cooperation
inthis area is w thout doubt an urgent one.

Agai nst this background, at a neeting of national human rights
institutions held in conjunction with the Vienna Wrld Conference on Human
Rights in 1993, the President of the Human Ri ghts and Equal Opportunity
Commi ssion and the then Human Ri ghts Conmi ssioner of Australia presented an
initiative calling for the urgent preparation of an optional protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child specifically strengthening nmeasures
directed at the protection of children fromprostitution, trafficking and
other forns of abuse and sexual exploitation. The proposal received unani nous
support from other human rights comm ssions. The neeting resolved that the
Protocol should be submitted to the United Nations for urgent consideration by
Member States and that all Menber States should accord this issue the highest
priority and respond effectively to abuses which are occurring.

The Australian Human Ri ghts and Equal Opportunity Comri ssion was given
responsibility for preparing a draft of the proposed optional protocol. At a
meeting of national human rights institutions in Decenber 1993 in Tunis, this
draft was accepted w thout amendment. At its fiftieth session, in
February/ March 1994, the Conmm ssion on Human Rights agreed to establish a
wor ki ng group to devel op the optional protocol, using the draft produced by
our Conm ssion and approved by other Conmm ssions as the basis for negotiation.

The Commi ssion remains strongly comritted to this proposal. An optional
prot ocol would be valuable in building on article 34 of the Convention on the
Ri ghts of the Child, which deals with sexual exploitation of children. It
woul d gi ve neaning and specificity to the general provision in article 34 and
in particular the requirenent for State Parties to take “all appropriate ..
measures” to prevent sexual exploitation of children.

The optional protocol will also play an inportant part in inplenmenting
the commtnents nmade by the international community at the World Congress
agai nst the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children in Stockholmin
August 1996.

Provi sions and scope of the protoco

In a January 1996 di scussion paper, the Australian Human Ri ghts and
Equal Opportunity Comm ssion made a nunmber of recommendati ons concerning the
provi sions in the proposed optional protocol. They included the follow ng:
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A definition clause should be included in the optional protocol,
consistent with the | anguage in the Convention on the Rights of the
Chi |l d.

The definitions of sexual exploitation, child prostitution, child

por nography and sexual conduct in the optional protocol should reflect
the I evel of precision appropriate to crimnal activity but also be w de
enough to enconpass the range of matters which could reasonably be
expected to fall within the definitions. Definitions should be

i nclusive rather than exhaustive. Definitions should be sufficiently
broad to cover not just acts of exploitation, but also associated
activities, such as promoting, advertising, facilitating, inducing and
so on.

The definition of child prostitution for the purpose of the optiona
prot ocol should be drafted in such a way as to cover both the purchaser
and the other parties involved in the transaction, but to avoid any

bl ame or crimnality falling on the child.

Consi deration should be given to neasures necessary for States Parties
to give effect in their national legislation to the principles of the
optional protocol, including appropriate sanctions.

Consi deration should be given to appropriate neasures by States Parties
to establish jurisdiction over offences in the optional protocol
particularly in circunstances where the offence is conmtted outside the
territory of a State Party by one of its national.

The optional protocol should contain measures to ensure nutual
cooperation between States Parties in the prevention, detection,
prosecuti on and puni shment of offences under the protocol. Mitua

assi stance may cover matters such as taking evidence from persons,
exam ni ng objects and sites and providing original and certified copies
of relevant documents. These provisions should also cover the
circunstances in which assistance may be refused.

Consi deration should be given to specific clauses in the optional
protocol protecting the privacy and other interests of children in
matters associated with the investigation of offences under the
protocol. This could include matters such as collection of evidence
fromchildren, acceptability of video evidence, nedical exam nation
procedures and the conduct of hearings.

The optional protocol should contain measures to allow the seizure and
confiscation, where appropriate, of the proceeds of offences under the
protocol. Consideration could also be given to provisions allow ng the
tracing, identification or freezing of proceeds, and the use of proceeds
to assist with investigations or with the rehabilitation of child
victins.

The optional protocol should contain appropriate neasures to facilitate
the transfer of offenders.
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The optional protocol should contain provisions governing the activities
of comrercial carriers, to prevent their use for trafficking purposes.
This could invol ve boardi ng procedures, searching vessels and so on

The optional protocol should establish or require a system of
cooperation between States Parties for the purpose of extradition. This
could include matters such as extraditable offences, grounds for refusa
of extradition and the effect of extradition treaties (or the absence

t hereof).

Consi deration should be given to a provision in the optional protoco
requiring treatnment to be given to convicted abusers as part of efforts
to prevent them fromre-offending.

As to the scope of the optional protocol, it should be linmted to sexua
expl oitation and shoul d not extend to wi der matters such as sal e of organs,
i ntercountry adoptions or non-sexual exploitation. An instrument that treats
certain activities as crimnal offences nust have clearly defined limts to
its application. Furthernore, many of the wi der issues are being dealt with
in other forums. For exanple, intercountry adoptions are covered by the Hague
Convention on the Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of
Intercountry Adoptions and sale of organs is currently the subject of
consi deration by the World Health Organizati on.

The position of the Human Ri ghts and Equal Opportunity Comm ssion
regardi ng the need for, and scope of, an optional protocol was recently
endorsed by other national human rights institutions in the Asian and Pacific
region. At its second neeting, held in New Delhi in Septenber 1997, the
Asi a- Paci fic Forum of National Human Rights Institutions resolved that “the
proposed optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child should

be supported and should focus on child sexual exploitation”. Menber
institutions of the Asia-Pacific Forumw ||l be taking steps to encourage their
respective Governments to support this resolution. It is hoped that this wll

be of assistance in bringing about a speedy and successful conpletion of
negoti ati ons on the optional protocol

The Asia-Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions has the
potential to make an inportant contribution to the fight against child sexua
expl oitation and the pronotion of human rights generally in the region. The
Australian Human Ri ghts and Equal Opportunity Commi ssion was instrumental in
the establishnent of the Asia-Pacific Forumin 1996 and currently provides the
secretariat of the Forum



