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The meeting was called to order at 10.20 a.m. Belgium is more aware than others of the value of such
predictions. It knows that peace is not a random fact of
Statement by the Chairman history but, rather, the result of conscious and tenacious

work carried out by men of goodwill. Backed by that
The Chairman: We are grateful to have Under-conviction, my country has committed itself with
Secretary-General for General Assembly Affairs andetermination to disarmament. A State party to all the major
Conference Services, Mr. Jin Yongjian, and Secretarireaties governing both weapons of mass destruction and
General of the Conference on Disarmament, Mr. Vladim@onventional weapons, it will continue to follow that policy
Petrovsky, with us today. | warmly welcome them. as long as it is possible and necessary.

(spoke in French Disarmament is certainly a difficult undertaking, with
complex and varied aspects. It can only be implemented
In accordance with its agenda, the First Committestage by stage, sometimes following a rather narrow path.
will today begin its general debate on all disarmament amilhat is at stake, however, allows no room for weakness.
international security items. Allow me, however, first tdNothing must hamper our dynamism, nothing must dilute
make the traditional Chairman’s opening statement. our confidence, which should be strengthened by the
considerable progress already made. Significant agreements
At the risk of repeating myself, | should like warmlyand a broad consensus on future objectives are essential
to welcome everyone here. | should also like to thank ghlarts of this. Without going into the detail of all the positive
delegations for the honour bestowed on my country and oecent developments in the area of concern to us, | believe
me by my election to the chairmanship of the First useful to give a rapid review, beginning with weapons of
Committee. mass destruction.

The fifty-third session of the General Assembly has  Some might think that a priori this is the least
begun its work in an atmosphere which in many waysromising subject and that the past year, for example, has
should promote disarmament and international security. Theen quite a few regrettable events. The relative inertia in
long-awaited reduction of the nuclear threat over recetite START process, the continued existence of considerable
years has been accompanied by an increase in cultural andlear arsenals and the recent nuclear tests in South Asia
trade exchanges. This can only advance knowledge amduld seem to support that view, all the more so since we
respect for each other, the only genuine bases for peaceshould be concerned about certain countries' lack of respect

for international safeguards agreements and about suspicions

We need to recall, however, that at the dawn of theegarding the development in various places of long-range
First World War quite a few commentators believed wadrallistic missiles.
was impossible because of economic interdependence.
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The difficulties in establishing a total ban on nucleainternational community to a protocol to strengthen the
explosions and on the production of fissile material fo€onvention. The treaty emphasizes the extent to which the
military purposes could also justify a certain gloom. Itonscience of mankind deplores the use of such methods of
would of course be ludicrous to deny the magnitude of tHeghting. This reproof doubtless explains the considerable
challenges thus facing us. support for the establishment of a verification system.

We would be wrong, however, to overly stress The Committee will also agree that significant progress
pessimism and to forget the important treaties that alrealdgs been made with regard to security at the regional level,
govern weapons of mass destruction, such as the Treatyiomarticular through the establishment of nuclear-weapon-
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) or thoskee zones. The Treaties of Tlatelolco, Rarotonga, Pelindaba
banning chemical and biological weapons. The continuasd Bangkok attest to the growing interest in the creation of
progress made in these treaties towards universality issach zones, and soon Central Asia will join them.
itself a source of great satisfaction. Here | should like to
hail the recent accession of Brazil to the NPT, which brings  The indiscriminate use and proliferation of small arms
to 187 the number of States parties to this pivotal Treatgreates a new challenge for the United Nations. There is
So too in February Lithuania became the 141st country éwery indication that it wishes to meet that challenge. The
accede to the Biological Weapons Convention, while isubmission to the Secretary-General last August of the
1998 11 countries have acceded to the Convention bannnegort of the Panel of Governmental Experts on Small Arms
chemical weapons, thus bringing the number of Statess important in this regard. | am happy to have been able
partiesto 117. The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treatycontribute to it.
is making slow but sure progress; 151 countries have signed
it and 21 have already ratified it. Now we can congratulate the Secretary-General on the

attention he has been giving to the problem of requests for

Even though the size of the remaining strategiassistance from Member States. The impact of small arms
arsenals is considerable, it cannot be denied that substantimethe security and development of many countries has led
reductions have been made over these past few years byhhme to establish a mechanism entitled “Coordinated Action
United States and Russia, as well as by the Europeam Small Arms (CASA)", in which the Department for
nuclear Powers. Other measures, such as detargeting andiisarmament Affairs is playing a critical role.
reduction in the level of alert, are also highly promising.

We would hope to see the dismantling of nuclear arsenals In the same spirit, a group of Member States has

stepped up, but we cannot deny that the events under waighed to politically and financially support measures such

are going in the right direction. as the collection of small arms and the demobilization and
reintegration of former fighters into civilian society.

Significant progress has also been made at the
Conference on Disarmament. The Conference has In many cases the new priority has been reflected not
established two Ad Hoc Committees. The goal of one @nly in speeches but also in deeds. It is of course
effective international arrangements to guarantee nadmpossible to engage in an exhaustive summary, but some
nuclear States against the use or threat of use of nuclshould be singled out for special mention.
weapons. The other has been entrusted to study the
negotiation of a non-discriminatory, internationally and  In July 1998 the Inter-American Convention against
effectively verifiable multilateral treaty banning thethe lllicit Production of and Trafficking in Firearms,
production of fissile materials for the manufacture oAmmunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials
weapons and other nuclear devices. The Conference demonstrated a considerable international effort designed to
Disarmament has also appointed Special Coordinatamsntrol this kind of trade.
entrusted with the task of reaching consensus concerning the
transfer of anti-personnel mines, the prevention of the arms This year too the European Union adopted a code of
race in outer space and transparency in the arms fietthnduct on the export of arms which will be a useful
There are also positive prospects for the establishment ofsupplement to its 1997 programme designed to combat the
ad hoc committee on outer space in 1999. illicit trade in conventional weapons.

Regarding biological weapons, we should hail the
efforts made within the Ad Hoc Group to lead the
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In West Africa, Mali and other countries are pursuingtopics specific to this Committee. In that spirit | am
on the basis of extensive and successful national experiergetified to be able to work with the Chairmen of the
the establishment of a regional moratorium. regional groups and with all representatives and all

delegations.

In a related field, 92 countries this year participated in
the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms, the  Progress in disarmament is not made in haste. On the
highest number recorded so far. We should also welcoroentrary, patience and caution guarantee solid gains. But if
the publication for the first time of data dealing withthe rhythm of diplomacy in disarmament is closer to that of
national production. Of course, we are still far fronbotany than to that of mechanics we would be wrong to
universality, and | can only encourage all Governments find there a pretext for excessive slowness or for unjustified
take part in this exercise. procrastination. On the contrary, it is important to take

advantage of every opportunity to make progress. The First

At the same time, the quality of information suppliedCommittee at this fifty-third session of the General
by Member States regarding their military expenditures h&ssembly provides one of those opportunities, and we must
continued to improve. Collective awareness of the threabntinue to be aware of that.
caused by conventional weapons can only gain from an
expansion of and improvement in the mechanism for May our sole concern be to make our collective effort
information and transparency. both consistent and fruitful. If the intensity of our

commitment is commensurate with our patience we shall be

One of the main concerns of the overwhelmingneeting the expectations of the international community.
majority of delegations continues to be that of anti-
personnel mines. It is with great pleasure that the FirStatement by the Secretary-General
Committee can hail the entry into force of the Convention
banning anti-personnel mines. This major effort marks the The Chairman (interpretation from French On
conclusion of years of effort by numerous Governmentbghalf of the Committee, | have the honour and great
supplemented by decisive action by non-governmentaleasure of warmly welcoming Mr. Kofi Annan, the
organizations. Secretary-General, who has kindly agreed to address the

First Committee on the first day of its substantive work.

Before | conclude | should like to say a few words
about the organization of the Committee's work. As The Secretary-General: Let me begin by
delegations are aware, the First Committee has beewngratulating you, Sir, on your election to chair this
entrusted with disarmament for 14 years now. Its activitigsiportant Committee. The fact that it is the First Committee
supplement efforts made elsewhere, in particular at tioé the General Assembly reflects the priority given to
Conference on Disarmament and the Disarmametiisarmament by the United Nations in its earliest days. |
Commission. In 1997 my distinguished predecessdrelieve that emphasis was right.

Mr. Nkgowe of Botswana, asked the Committee to dedicate

itself to “formulating an international disarmament agenda As members of the Committee know, | decided last

in such a way that it is focused on attainable goalsyear to re-establish the Department for Disarmament

(A/C.1/52/PV.3, p. ¥ For him, this agenda was to beAffairs, with an Under-Secretary-General as its head. | was

practical, action-oriented and focused on key, up-to-datery pleased that the General Assembly supported that

issues. | should like to endorse that recommendation anddecision. | am also glad that it acted on my

encourage all members to reflect on the most appropriascommendation to review the work of the Disarmament

method to implement it. Commission and of this Committee. | know that the
Committee plans to update, streamline and revitalize its

| should also like to say how deeply indebted | am tavork, and | look forward eagerly to the results.

the Under-Secretary-General, Mr. Dhanapala, and the

officers of the Committee for the goodwill and wise advice | am also delighted to have Jayantha Dhanapala as

which they will contribute to our deliberations. Under-Secretary-General. He is ideally qualified for the post
and has made an excellent start. Perhaps members are

Like my predecessors, | should like to point out thatvondering why he is not here today. In a sense | am
it is important for us to conduct our work within the timerepresenting him while he is representing me. He has gone
limits set for us; it is important also that speakers keep & my request to the capital of your country, Mr. Chairman,
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to attend a conference on the important theme bkight of folly to take it for granted that such weapons are
“sustainable disarmament for sustainable development”.tdto terrible ever to be used and that States would keep them
is good that the connection between these two centmily as a deterrent. We know that nuclear weapons were
themes of the United Nations agenda — disarmament ansked in 1945, from the devastating effects of which the
development — is increasingly being understood aruities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki are still suffering more
recognized. than half a century later.

Disarmament lies at the heart of the Organization’s We know too that chemical weapons have been used
efforts to maintain and strengthen international peace aegtensively, notably against Iran and against civilians in
security. northern Irag in 1988. There too, 10 years later, the people

of Halabja are still suffering the effects in the form of

It is sometimes said that weapons do not kill; peopléebilitating disease, birth deformities and aborted
do. And it is true that in recent years some horrific acts gifregnancies.
violence have been committed without recourse to
sophisticated weapons. The Rwandan genocide is the As for the menace of biological weapons, it is almost
example which haunts us all, but | could cite many otherto horrible to imagine. Yet we know that some States have
Freshest in our minds, because of the horrific pictures vdeveloped such weapons and are keeping them in their
have seen, are the recent massacres in Kosovo. Small aarsenals. As long as States have such weapons at their
are used to inflict death or injury on thousands upodisposal there will always be the risk that sooner or later
thousands of civilians every year. Even more shockinglthey will resort to using them. And there is the ever present
the overwhelming majority of these are women andsk that they will escape from the control of States and fall
children. into the hands of terrorists. That is why we must intensify

our efforts to expand the membership of the Conventions on

So disarmament has to concern itself with smatihemical weapons and biological weapons and make
weapons as well as large. | am glad that the internatior@bservance of them verifiable.
community is now coming to realize this. Let me salute in
particular the moratorium initiated by the Economic  That is also why we must be concerned about the
Community of West African States on the trade anduclear tests carried out by India and Pakistan this year. Of
manufacture of small arms, and the recent entry into forceurse, | warmly welcome the declarations of intent to
of the Inter-American Convention Against the lllicitadhere to the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Manufacturing of, and Trafficking in, Firearms,(CTBT) made here in the General Assembly by the Prime
Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related MaterialdViinisters of those two States. We must all work to ensure
Perhaps we need next a convention limiting the length tfat that Treaty enters into force as soon as possible. But
the titles of international agreements! we must also work to finish the job of promoting universal

adherence to all the key treaties on weapons of mass

I must also thank Michael Douglas — a redoubtabldestruction, including the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
handler of small arms on the cinema screen — for his woNuclear Weapons (NPT). We must also bear in mind that
as a Messenger of Peace, alerting public opinion to thiee long-term sustainability of that Treaty depends on all
terrible damage these weapons cause in real life. | beligparties' working seriously to implement all its articles.
the global civil society can be mobilized on this issue as it The United Nations has worked for more than half a
has been so successfully on the issue of anti-personnehtury to eliminate nuclear weapons everywhere and to
landmines. oppose their acquisition anywhere. Given the potential

devastation from the use of even one nuclear weapon, |

We must be thankful that so many Member Statdselieve global nuclear disarmament must remain at the top
have signed and ratified the Ottawa Convention — a globaf our agenda. | look to this Committee to take the lead in
ban on landmines — which will enter into force nextorking to rid the world of this menace and that of
March, and we must now work hard to make this bachemical and biological weapons.
universal.

| said a little earlier that disarmament and development

At the same time, we cannot afford to slacken ouware intimately connected. | believe they are in two ways.
efforts to contain the proliferation of larger weapons,
especially weapons of mass destruction. It would be the
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First, disarmament is essential to effective confliat was 20 years ago; nevertheless, the Declaration of
prevention and post-conflict peace-building in many parts gfinciples, the Programme of Action and the mechanisms
the developing world, and conflict is the worst enemy dbr disarmament approved by consensus in that Final
development everywhere. Document retain their full validity. The existence of nuclear

weapons still constitutes a threat to the very survival of

Secondly, even when an arms race does not leathnkind, and disarmament and arms limitation, especially
directly to conflict, it still constitutes a cruel diversion ofin the nuclear sphere, continue to be essential if we are to
skills and resources away from development. While gwevent the threat of nuclear war, strengthen international
many human needs remain unsatisfied, millions of peopteace and security and promote the economic and social
on this planet depend for their livelihood on producingadvancement of all peoples.
distributing or maintaining engines designed only to
destroy — engines of which the best one can hope is that With the end of the cold war and the banning of
they will not be used. That is a terrible waste. More thachemical and biological weapons, the arguments that used
that, it is a source of deep shame. As long as it continues be invoked to justify the possession, stockpiling and
none of us can take much pride in our humanity. The workedchnological improvement of nuclear weapons, and even
looks to the United Nations, and the United Nations lookheir possible use, with potentially catastrophic results, have
to this Committee to lead it in a different and more hopefuisappeared. Nevertheless, not only do nuclear weapons
direction. | wish the Committee every success in its worlcontinue to exist, but new justifications have emerged in the
Be assured that it will have all the support that we in thiarm of new doctrines of deterrence, and even doctrines of
Secretariat can give. first use, and these have been subscribed to by nuclear-

weapon Powers which had formerly rejected them.

The Chairman: | thank Mr. Kofi Annan for his
inspiring remarks, which | am sure will contribute Still more serious, disturbing cracks have appeared in
significantly to the deliberations of the Committee. the international non-proliferation regime, and the reduction
understand that the Secretary-General has other presgngcesses that appeared so promising, such as START, now
engagements and that he will have to leave us at this poiappear to have come to a standstill.
| wish him every success in his important endeavours.

Meanwhile, the risks of nuclear weapons being used

by accident or miscalculation, or in an unauthorized manner,
Agenda items 63 to 79 have increased, not decreased, and the risks of loss of
control of the technology and materials associated with the

General debate on all disarmament and international manufacture of nuclear weapons have become greater.
security items Taken together, all these factors would appear to lead to the
conclusion that the probability of nuclear weapons being

Mr. De Icaza (Mexico) (interpretation from Spanigh used is now greater than it was in 1978. Accordingly, the
Allow me to convey to you, Sir, my delegation’spriority today, as then, in relation to disarmament and
congratulations on your election to the chairmanship of tleecurity must be nuclear disarmament, which calls for
Committee and to offer you our support in the conduct afrgent negotiations in appropriate phases and with adequate
our work. We have long been familiar with yourverification measures, leading as soon as possible to the
professional skill and mastery of the issues of disarmamestmplete and definitive elimination of nuclear-weapon
and security, and so we are sure that you will dischargesenals and their delivery systems.
your high responsibilities outstandingly and efficiently.

The paralysis in the nuclear disarmament process and

Through you, Sir, | wish to express the thanks of min negotiations is apparent from the fact that almost six
delegation to the Secretary-General for addressing us. Wésars after its signature the START Il Treaty has still not
know that his thinking on disarmament topics will duly bentered into force, the Conference on Disarmament has not
reflected in our debates. been able to establish an ad hoc committee on nuclear

disarmament, the Disarmament Commission has not reached

This year we are celebrating the twentieth anniversacpnsensus on the objective or the agenda for a fourth
of the Final Document of the first special session of thepecial session of the General Assembly devoted to
General Assembly devoted to disarmament. Thdéisarmament, and the Preparatory Committee for the
international scene today is profoundly different from whatonference of the Parties to the Non-Proliferation Treaty
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has not succeeded in formulating substantive special effort to reach a consensus that will make it
recommendations on nuclear disarmament. possible to formulate concrete recommendations on nuclear
disarmament at the Conference of the Parties in the year
Some of these facts are undoubtedly the result @b00.
temporary situations, but underlying them and not
infrequently coming to the surface are archaic perceptions The Preparatory Committee also needs to recommend
of the role of nuclear weapons in military strategies, arntt the Conference the establishment of subsidiary bodies to
these are in urgent need of change. We shall see aeal with specific issues relating to the Treaty, so that they
substantive advances in the absence of an unequivocah be studied in greater detail. We welcome in this context
commitment to a nuclear-weapon-free world. In order t8outh Africa’s important initiative for detailed discussion of
make progress towards this objective there needs to be¢ha issue of security assurances.
conviction that possessing nuclear weapons confers neither
special rights nor special privileges, in no way guarantees Mexico deplored and condemned the nuclear-weapon
invulnerability, but, on the contrary, increases th&ests conducted in South Asia in May this year, as it has
vulnerability of those that possess them, and that the veaalways condemned the conducting of any nuclear-weapon
existence of these weapons is an intolerable threat tast, the definitive halting of which is essential to world
mankind. peace and security, to the international non-proliferation
regime in all its aspects and to the achievement of a
The international non-proliferation regime, consistinguclear-weapon-free world. At this session of the General
of the nuclear-weapon-free zone treaties, the 1968 Nofsssembly we shall be submitting draft resolutions deploring
Proliferation Treaty and the decisions that accompanied ttee conducting of any nuclear-weapon tests and calling for
indefinite extension in 1995, and the 1996 Comprehensitlee early signature and ratification of the Comprehensive
Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, needs to be maintained ahltliclear-Test-Ban Treaty, maintenance of the moratoriums,
strengthened, because it is essential to international peaod respect for the spirit and letter of the Treaty pending its
and security and because it is a prerequisite and legadlgtry into force.
binding support for nuclear disarmament. This regime
urgently needs the attention of the international community, The constant threat which the existence of nuclear
as it has been seriously affected this year by the failure weapons poses to mankind, the paralysis in multilateral
the second session of the Preparatory Committee for tfoeums in negotiations to achieve nuclear disarmament and
2000 Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on ttiee pressures on the international non-proliferation regime
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and, in particular, bgave convinced many countries of the need for a new
the nuclear-weapon tests that took place in South Asia. international agenda to achieve a nuclear-weapon-free world
through the parallel implementation of mutually reinforcing
The second session of the Preparatory Committegeasures at the bilateral, plurilateral and multilateral levels.
concluded with a procedural report only, not merely becaube June this year the Foreign Ministers of Mexico, Brazil,
of the absence of consensus in a given situation but beca@smada, Ireland, New Zealand, Slovenia, South Africa and
of differing views on the scope and purpose of th8&weden issued a joint Declaration to this effect, and we
Preparatory Committee, particularly on principles, objectiveshall be submitting a draft resolution for consideration by
and means of achieving nuclear disarmament and the ftile General Assembly.
implementation of article VI of the Treaty.
It is time to bring an end to extreme positions on
The Non-Proliferation Treaty, the cornerstone of theuclear disarmament. The time has come to take the
regime, is transient in nature, notwithstanding its indefiniteecessary steps to give new strength and perspective to
extension. It is valid only until nuclear disarmament isuclear disarmament. The circumstances are favourable and
achieved, and resolute, systematic and progressive effartach is at stake. We must all, without exception, make an
towards the final objective of eliminating nuclear weaponsnequivocal commitment to a nuclear-weapon-free world.
worldwide are of crucial importance to it. Interruptions or
pauses, and above all deadlocks, in the nuclear disarmament Today nuclear-weapon-free zones cover more than 50
process call into question the international non-proliferatiquer cent of the planet’s land surface. Mexico will continue
regime, because they accentuate its imbalances and make isupport efforts aimed at the creation of new nuclear-
difficult for it to achieve the necessary universality. At itsveapon-free zones on the basis of agreements freely arrived
next session the Preparatory Committee will have to make between the States of which they are composed and at
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strengthening existing nuclear-weapon-free zones so that Mexico has on various occasions indicated the priority
they may achieve regional universality. We will seek tit attaches to the conclusion of negotiations on a protocol
expand political links between existing zones in order twith respect to verification of the Convention banning
progress towards the objective of freeing the entire southdsiological weapons. It has associated itself with the joint
hemisphere and its adjacent areas from nuclear weapastatements of the non-aligned countries and the States of
We support the initiative for the establishment of a nucleakatin America. On 23 September Mexico's Foreign
weapon-free zone in Central Asia. Minister, Ambassador Rosario Green, participated in the
ministerial meeting at which 57 States reiterated their
The Government of Mexico reiterates its readiness molitical will to conclude negotiations on a verification
cooperate in the establishment of mechanisms fprotocol in order to strengthen the regime for the banning
coordination and cooperation between the bodies establistoédiological weapons.
under the Treaties of Tlatelolco, Rarotonga, Pelindaba and
Bangkok, with a view to exchanging information and Mexico reiterates its call for flexibility in order to
experiences that will make it possible to promote outischarge the mandate of the Ad Hoc Group by designing
common objectives. an efficient and low-cost verification mechanism and putting
into effect measures that will strengthen international
The establishment in August this year of an Ad Hocooperation in biotechnology and the equipment associated
Committee, under item 1 of the agenda of the Conferenagth its peaceful uses.
on Disarmament, charged with negotiating a convention
banning the production of fissile material for nuclear  For the verification mechanism to be reliable and to
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices has the supgmdmote trust among States, its provisions need to be
of my delegation. Nevertheless, we wish to make it clealefined rigorously and with legal clarity. All duplications
that for Mexico it is a priority that the treaty shouldand ambiguities, as well as unnecessary interpolations, need
constitute not only a non-proliferation measure but alsota be avoided. The protocol must be able to achieve
genuine nuclear disarmament measure. universality and to do so it needs to be approved by
consensus.
While a halt in the production of fissile material must
be one of the objectives of the treaty, for it to constitute a Mexico’s interests and initiatives are not confined to
genuine nuclear disarmament measure, bindire elimination of weapons of mass destruction — starting
commitments are required with respect to the treatmentwath nuclear weapons — although nuclear disarmament is
be accorded to existing stockpiles, including those fdor our country, as for the majority of nations, the highest
civilian reactors using fissile material that may also hawveriority in disarmament. The excessive availability,
military applications. We are committed to participatingtockpiling and transfer of conventional weapons, especially
constructively in the Conference on Disarmament ithe illegal traffic in small arms and light weapons, affects
negotiations conducted on a transparent basis and agreeth&security of all States, since they not only fuel conflicts
by consensus. but also strengthen organized crime, making it more
difficult to combat drug-trafficking and encouraging
My delegation is pleased that, a year after the enttgrrorism.
into force of the Paris Convention on the prohibition of
chemical weapons and the launching of the Organization for Evidence of the urgent need to adopt effective
the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, the latter hameasures against illicit trafficking is provided by the speed
embarked on its institution-building phase and theith which it was possible to negotiate and conclude, on the
verification regime under the Convention is in full forceinitiative of the Government of Mexico, the Inter-American
These achievements need to be strengthened through @€dinvention Against the lllicit Manufacturing of, and
completion of the initial declaration process, which, as yetrafficking in, Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and
26 per cent of the States parties to the Convention are father Related Materials, which was signed by 29 countries
from having undertaken. The reluctance of States bound by 14 November 1997 in the presence of the Presidents of
articles IV and V of the Convention to assume the cosMexico and the United States of America at the
resulting from the verification and destruction of stockpiletieadquarters of the Organization of American States (OAS).
chemical weapons is a matter of concern for my delegatidnam pleased to report that the Convention is now in force,
with the deposit of the instruments of ratification by the
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Governments of Mexico and Belize, and we hope that it When | spoke in the First Committee last year | said:
will shortly attain the regional universality it deserves.
“It is the responsibility of all to respond to the
Mexico supports the work of the United Nations Panel  universal demands for a nuclear-weapon-free world.
of Governmental Experts on Small Arms by participating  Those of us who are committed to the goal of nuclear
actively in the experts’ discussion regarding the disarmament will in the end find a way to overcome
implementation of measures to prevent and reduce excessive the paralysis imposed on usA/IC.1/52/PV.3, p. §
and destabilizing accumulations and transfers of such
weapons. Mexico hopes that the Panel will be able toadded that Mexico would be initiating consultations to
submit for the consideration of the General Assembly at iexplore the possibility of holding a world conference on
fifty-fourth session a report containing additional measuresiclear disarmament. We are pleased to inform the
for the attainment of those objectives. We wish to expre€mmittee that this idea is well under way and is winning
our support for the holding of an international conferencgupport. In June this year President Mubarak of Egypt took
on the illicit arms trade in all its aspects, as proposed in thiee initiative of calling for the convening, as soon as
report of the previous Panel of Governmental Experts gossible, of an international conference to consider the
Small Arms. We believe that the international communitgneasures required to achieve a world free from weapons of
should take advantage of the current favourable situation fmass destruction, and in particular nuclear weapons, and at
defining international actions to combat illicit trafficking inthe twelfth summit of the Non-Aligned Movement the
small arms. Heads of State or Government called for the holding of an
international conference for the purpose of reaching
The worldwide mobilization for the eradication of anti-agreement before the end of this millennium on a phased
personnel mines culminated in the deposit, on Irogramme for the complete elimination of nuclear
September, of the fortieth instrument of ratification of theveapons. Where nuclear disarmament — the responsibility
Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpilingof all — is concerned we must all strive to overcome the
Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and arurrent paralysis that prevails in negotiations and in
Their Destruction. The speed with which the process afiultilateral forums.
ratification of the Convention was completed, which will
enable it to enter into force on 1 March next year, is a  Mr. Hajnoczi (Austria): On behalf of the European
source of profound satisfaction for my GovernmentJnion (EU) let me congratulate you most sincerely, Sir, on
Mexico, acting on the basis of its commitment to make itgour election as Chairman of the First Committee. We are
provisions effective, deposited its instrument of ratificationonfident that your able direction, long-standing experience
of the Ottawa Convention on 9 June this year. and well-earned reputation in the disarmament community
will ensure fruitful work in the Committee this year. The
The countries committed to the total banning of antiEuropean Union assures you of its wholehearted support in
personnel mines will be submitting to the General Assembtiie discharge of your important responsibilities. We are
a draft resolution inviting all States to sign, ratify or accedparticularly happy to see the representative of an EU
without delay to the Ottawa Convention. member State in the chair.

With the entry into force of the Ottawa Conventionwe  We are most grateful to the Secretary-General for
face the challenge of its effective implementation. Thaddressing the First Committee this morning and giving
Governments of Mexico and Canada, with the support efich an important statement.
the OAS, will in January 1999 be convening in Mexico a
regional seminar with the purpose of making progress The Central and Eastern European countries associated
towards the objective of proclaiming the westermwith the European Union — Bulgaria, the Czech Republic,
hemisphere a zone free of anti-personnel mines in the ydzstonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania,
2000. We also undertake to participate actively in th8lovakia and Slovenia — as well as European Free Trade
preparatory work for the first meeting of States partie®\ssociation (EFTA) country member of the European
which will take place in Maputo next year. Economic Area, lIceland, align themselves with this

statement.



General Assembly 3rd meeting
A/C.1/53/PV.3 12 October 1998

As the end of the twentieth century approaches, thetentribute to the negotiations on a fissile material cut-off
have been important achievements in the internatiortataty in the Ad Hoc Committee of the Conference on
security environment, but it also faces serious challengeBisarmament. We now urge both countries to introduce

moratoriums on fissile material production while a treaty is

The opening for signature and the prospect of the entmggotiated. We urge both countries to legislate to exert
into force on 1 March 1999 of the Ottawa Convention; thstringent controls over the export of material, equipment
recent decision to start negotiations on a fissile material cand technology controlled under the Nuclear Suppliers
off treaty; work on setting up the verification system for th&roup trigger and dual-use lists and the Missile Technology
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT); th€ontrol Regime Annex.
adoption of a Model Protocol, in addition to existing
safeguards agreements at the International Atomic Energy The European Union welcomes the 23 September
Agency (IAEA), to strengthen nuclear safeguards; thegreement by India and Pakistan to resume the dialogue
continuation of the reinforced process of reviewing thbetween them on all outstanding issues, particularly on all
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT)natters pertaining to peace and security. The Union stands
the active pursuit of negotiations, in the Ad Hoc Group, oready to contribute to efforts to promote regional stability.
a legally binding protocol establishing a verification and
compliance regime which would effectively strengthen the  With regard to security developments in Europe, the
Biological Weapons Convention; and the efforts currentlynion is pursuing the objective of consolidating peace and
devoted to problems caused by the excessive availabilistability for the whole of the continent. The development of
accumulation and uncontrolled proliferation of small armshe new European security architecture should reflect the
all bear witness to the commitment of the internationadew spirit of cooperation in Europe, which must now be
community to develop the network of internationalvorked out more fully. European security is by definition
disarmament and non-proliferation agreements further. comprehensive and indivisible, and the new security

architecture must give full weight to the legitimate security

Regrettably, despite these measures, the risk of timerests of all the countries of Europe and presume the
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and tHeeedom of States to choose their own security
problems caused by destabilizing accumulations afrangements. The European Union accordingly believes
conventional weapons have still not been removed. Tlhigat the various organizations with responsibility for security
European Union calls for a continuing commitment by thim Europe should continue to interact and mutually reinforce
international community in the fight against such riskgyne another. It encourages close coordination and, where
which threaten us all. appropriate, cooperation between the international

organizations concerned, notably between the United

The European Union expresses its deep concern oWations and the other institutions which have responsibility
the situation in South Asia. The nuclear tests by India arfidr European security.

Pakistan have damaged stability in the region and isolated
both countries from the international community’s effortson ~ One of the main objectives of the Union in the work
non-proliferation. The Union has repeatedly condemnedthin the framework of the Organization for Security and
those tests, has called on both countries to adhere to ®eoperation in Europe (OSCE) is to develop a new charter
international non-proliferation regime and strongly urgedn European Security. The Union actively supports the
India and Pakistan to refrain from further nuclear tests af@SCE as a regional arrangement under Chapter VIII of the
from the development, assembly or deployment of nuclednited Nations Charter and its role within the OSCE area
weapons and/or ballistic missiles capable of delivering conflict prevention, the peaceful settlement of disputes
nuclear warheads. and the promotion of democracy, respect for human rights
and the rule of law. Also in this respect the Union has

The European Union has taken due note of statementmtinued to develop its relationship with the Western
by both sides regarding moratoriums on further nucle&uropean Union (WEU) which allows the EU to play a
tests. The European Union welcomes the apparent intentioore active role in the so-called Petersberg tasks, which
of India and Pakistan to adhere to the Comprehensiirelude certain peace support operations. The European
Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty. They should sign and ratify thénion is convinced that the current enlargement of the
Treaty swiftly and unconditionally. They should also adhedorth Atlantic Alliance and the open-door policy of the
to the Non-Proliferation Treaty as it stands. The Europe&torth Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) will contribute
Union welcomes the intention of India and Pakistan tt the consolidation of peace and stability without creating
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new divisions in Europe. The Union is also making an  The European Union is deeply concerned and alarmed
important contribution, through the active pursuit of at the situation in Kosovo, and calls for immediate and full
transparent and open dialogue with other countries on tbempliance with all the provisions of Security Council
continent — such as the Russian Federation and Ukraineresolutions 1160 (1998) and 1199 (1998).
and with neighbouring regions, notably the countries of the
Mediterranean basin, on issues regarding the new security As the largest donor to Bosnia and Herzegovina, the
architecture. Union is particularly concerned to see progress through
permanent peace, reconciliation and stability. The EU has
The Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europgupported institution-building, reconstruction and refugee
(CFE) is a cornerstone of Europe’s security and shoutdturn in Bosnia and Herzegovina. To underpin this
remain so in the new European security architecture. To tiemmitment the Union issued a declaration on 8 June on
end the EU calls on States parties to the CFE Treaty ¢toser cooperation between Bosnia and Herzegovina and
conclude the adaptation negotiations expeditiously. Burope, if Bosnia and Herzegovina continues on the right
welcomes the decision of 23 July 1997 on certain basioad to peace and democracy.
elements for treaty adaptation and the progress achieved
since then. We look forward to speedy progress in the The Union also launched a Consultative Task Force to
forthcoming negotiations in Vienna. Member countries afse EU expertise to assist Bosnia and Herzegovina along
the OSCE which are not parties to the Treaty are beitlgis road. Now the September elections have taken place the
informed of the progress of negotiations in the OSCHBnion will continue this close cooperation if the new
Forum for Security Cooperation, which continues tteadership lives up to its obligations as set out in the
contribute to the achievement of the objectives dbayton/Paris Agreement.
conventional arms control in Europe. Among other things,
the OSCE plays an important role in assisting the The Union reiterates its request that signatory States
implementation of the commitments on arms limitation anthat have not yet ratified the “Open Skies” Treaty should do
regional stabilization provided for in the general frameworko as soon as possible.
on peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
The European Union attaches the utmost importance to
The Union welcomes the continuing progress witprogress in the areas of disarmament, arms control and non-
regard to confidence-building and security-buildingroliferation as a key element of the maintenance of peace
measures and arms control in the former Yugoslavia, aad the strengthening of international security. The Union
covered in articles Il and IV of annex 1B of thewill continue to make a substantial contribution to the
Dayton/Paris Peace Agreement (A/50/790). The Union looksomotion of international efforts in this respect.
forward to the commencement of negotiations as provided
for in article V of annex 1 B, with the objective of The Union considers that the Treaty on the Non-
establishing regional peace and stability in and around tReoliferation of Nuclear Weapons remains the cornerstone
former Yugoslavia, and calls on the parties to engagé the global non-proliferation regime and the essential
actively in the upcoming negotiation process. foundation for the pursuit of nuclear disarmament. The EU
promotes the implementation of the objectives laid down in
Consolidating peace in the former Yugoslavia anthe Treaty and the 1995 decision on principles and
solving the Kosovo crisis continued to be one of thebjectives for nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament.
Union’s top priorities in the past year. The Union remain§he EU attaches the utmost importance to a universal
committed to implementing the arms embargo on thedherence to the Treaty that strengthens its fundamental role
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and has asked the Europesand reinforces global non-proliferation and disarmament
Community Monitoring Mission (ECMM) in the Federalobjectives, and warmly welcomes the recent accession of
Republic of Yugoslavia, the former Yugoslav Republic oBrazil to the NPT.
Macedonia and Albania to report to the Sanctions
Committee any relevant information that should come into  In preparing for the second session in 1998, the
its possession on the movement of arms. The Union al€muncil defined a common position on 23 April this year,
remains fully committed to the objectives agreed at theetting the EU objectives with a view to the successful
Bonn Peace Implementation Council last December foutcome of the 2000 NPT Review Conference. Pursuant to
implementation of the Dayton/Paris Peace Agreement thie provisions of the common position, the EU will
year and beyond. continue to promote universal accession to the NPT,
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encourage participation in the Preparatory Committeetbe provisions of these resolutions and with the
sessions and in the 2000 Review Conference and helpMemorandum of Understanding signed in February this year
build consensus at the Preparatory Committee’s sessions bgidthe Secretary-General of the United Nations and the
at the Conference itself. The Union regrets that thBeputy Prime Minister of Iraq. Full compliance with the
Preparatory Committee’s second session did not allow fdisarmament provisions of the relevant Security Council
substantial results on substantive issues and did not leaddsolutions will enable the Security Council to lift sanctions
recommendations to the third session. We urge afl accordance with paragraph 22 of Security Council
participants in the third session of the Preparatongsolution 687 (1991).
Committee to work towards consensus solutions. Bearing in
mind the importance of the decision on principles and The EU deplores Iraq’'s unilateral suspension of
objectives for nuclear non-proliferation and disarmamentpoperation with the United Nations Special Commission
the European Union remains firmly committed to thUNSCOM) and the IAEA. The European Union is
successful outcome of the 2000 Review Conference andcancerned that Irag remains in contravention of its
ready to continue to play an active and constructive role abligations under the Security Council resolutions and the
the strengthened review process. Memorandum of Understanding. This situation is totally
unacceptable. Irag must respond immediately to Security
The European Union welcomed the adoption on 16ouncil resolution 1194 (1998) and resume full cooperation
May 1997 by the Board of Governors of the Internationatith UNSCOM and the IAEA. The European Union notes
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) of a Model Protocolthat the Secretary-General has presented his view to
Additional to Safeguards Agreements containing measurgscurity Council members on the comprehensive review of
to strengthen the effectiveness and improve the efficientnaq’'s compliance with the relevant resolutions, as required
of the Agency’s safeguards system, by increasing its abiliby Security Council resolution 1194 (1998). Once Iraq has
to detect undeclared nuclear activities. On 8 June 1998 tlesumed full cooperation, as required by Security Council
European Union Council authorized the Commission tesolution 1194 (1998), such a review should take place and
conclude with the IAEA, on behalf of the European Atomidt should address Irag’s compliance and what remains to be
Energy Community, three additional protocols covering theione under the relevant resolutions.
13 non-nuclear-weapon member States of the EU, the
United Kingdom and France. On 22 September 1998 these Following the successful conclusion of the
additional protocols were signed in Vienna by the partigSomprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty in 1996, which
concerned. The Union calls on all States having safeguamstitutes an important step on the way towards the
agreements with the IAEA to conclude additional protocoisnplementation of the principles and objectives of nuclear
to these agreements on the basis of the Model Protocol.non-proliferation and disarmament the European Union has
been active and will continue to be active in promoting the
We must once again reiterate that we remain deepdarly entry into force of the Treaty and its universality. The
concerned by the continuing non-compliance of thEuropean Union welcomes the fact that 150 countries have
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea with its safeguardsgned the Treaty and 21 have now ratified it. It calls on all
agreement. We strongly urge the Democratic Peopl&sates to sign and ratify the Treaty, especially those 44
Republic of Korea to come into full compliance with itsStates whose ratification is needed for the Treaty to come
safeguards agreement with the IAEA at the earliest possilitgo force. The Union also fully supports the efforts of the
time and to support non-proliferation efforts by refrainingPreparatory Committee to establish the Treaty’s verification
from any act, including any act in the ballistic missilesegime in a timely and effective manner.
field, that would run counter to stability in the region. The
EU expresses its concern at the launch carried out by the As the CTBT negotiations have been successfully
Democratic People's Republic of Korea on 31 August. Weoncluded, the realization of the second measure under the
continue fully to support the Korean Peninsula Energgction programme contained in the decision on principles
Development Organization (KEDO) and the Agreednd objectives is now called for. This involves the
Framework, and we call on other countries to contribute tmmediate commencement and early conclusion of
the non-proliferation objectives of the organization. negotiations on a non-discriminatory and universally
applicable convention banning the production of fissile
The situation in Iraq calls for continued vigilance. Thenaterial for nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive
EU is committed to full implementation of all relevantdevices — the fissile material cut-off treaty. Therefore
Security Council resolutions and urges Iraq to comply witAustria, currently holding the Presidency of the European
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Union, proposed a draft decision on the fissile material cuBonference on Disarmament to establish an ad hoc
off treaty at the beginning of the 1998 session of theommittee on negative security assurances.
Conference on Disarmament. The Union heartily welcomes
the achievement of consensus on the basis of the Shannon In the Union’s view, the creation of nuclear-weapon-
Report and the mandate contained therein, and the decisi@e zones, on the basis of arrangements freely concluded
to establish an Ad Hoc Committee to negotiate a fissileetween the States of the region concerned, strengthens
material cut-off treaty for nuclear weapons or other nuclegftobal and regional peace and security. The Union
explosive devices. underlines the importance of such zones, as well as the
establishment of zones free of all weapons of mass
We have frequently reiterated the importance of suatestruction, the significance of which was emphasized by
a treaty which will make a significant contribution to thehe decision on principles and objectives for nuclear non-
achievement of both nuclear non-proliferation and nucleproliferation and disarmament. It welcomes advances made
disarmament. We urge all States to introduce or maintairsa far and continues to support efforts to establish a Middle
moratorium on fissile material production for nucleaEastern zone free of nuclear arms and a zone free of
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices pending thwveapons of mass destruction and their delivery systems, as
conclusion of these negotiations. We look forward twell as zones free of nuclear weapons in South Asia and
making our contribution to the substantial negotiationSentral Asia. The Union notes that all but one of the
which should start at the beginning of the 1999 session oduntries in the Middle East region are parties to the NPT.
the Conference on Disarmament. It recalls the resolution of the 1995 NPT Conference calling
upon all States in the Middle East which had not yet done
The European Union continues to believe that th&o to accede without exception to the NPT as soon as
systematic and progressive efforts of nuclear-weapon Stapessible and to make progress towards the creation of such
to globally reduce nuclear weapons need to be intensifiadzone.
and pursued with determination. Following the entry into
force and rapid implementation of START I, and unilateral  The European Union considers the Convention on the
measures taken by other nuclear-weapon States, includrghibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and
the United Kingdom following its strategic defence reviewmJse of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction
and France, the Union reiterates its urgent call on tH€WC), which entered into force on 29 April 1997, a
Russian Federation to ratify the START Il Treaty withoutandmark in the disarmament process. It is strongly
delay so as to enable its rapid entry into force and tlmmitted to its universality and to the full and effective
immediate opening and rapid conclusion of negotiations @amplementation of its provisions. It calls on all States that
a START lll treaty. have not yet done so to ratify and accede to the Convention
without delay. It also calls on all States parties to fulfil
The European Union welcomes the recent renewedthout delay their obligations in relation to the declarations
commitment by the nuclear-weapon States to nuclearquired by the Convention, as well as all their other
disarmament under article VI of the NPT and expresses @bligations under the Convention. In this context the Union
strong hope that START Il will be followed by furtherrecalls its decision to offer assistance to the Russian
reductions. It has taken note of the recent initiative oRederation in fields related to the Convention. This
nuclear disarmament by several countries, including Irelamgsistance complements the bilateral assistance provided for
and Sweden. It also takes note of Belgium’s proposal at ttiés purpose by several of its member States. The Union
Conference on Disarmament to establish a study group will continue to contribute actively to the work of the
the exchange of information related to article VI of th@®rganization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
NPT. (OPCW) and to the setting up of the Organization's
institutional and organizational structures.
In line with the principles and objectives of the NPT,
the European Union considers that further steps should be The European Union reaffirms the high priority it
considered to assure non-nuclear-weapon States Partiegites to the reinforcement of the Convention on the
the NPT against the use or threat of use of nucleRrohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling
weapons. These steps could take the form of anf Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on
internationally legally binding instrument. In this respecfTheir Destruction (BWC), in particular to the early and
the Union stresses the importance of the decision by teaccessful conclusion of the negotiations in the BWC Ad
Hoc Group on a legally binding protocol establishing a
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verification and compliance regime which will effectivelyto transparency. The value of the Register will of course be
strengthen the Convention. The EU wishes to see threased if participation is as broad as possible. The Union
adoption of the protocol in 1999 and supports theeiterates its call on all States to submit timely returns,
Declaration adopted on 23 September in New York at thecluding — to further increase transparency and strengthen
informal ministerial meeting on the negotiations towards titbe value of the Register — information on military
conclusion of the protocol to strengthen the Biologicadioldings and procurement through national production. The
Weapons Convention. EU would support a decision by the Conference on
Disarmament in 1999 to reappoint a special coordinator on
The Union has always played an active role in the Attansparency in armaments to further investigate, in an ad
Hoc Group negotiations and has reaffirmed its continudtbc committee, possible measures in the field of
commitment by defining on 4 March 1998 a commoitransparency in armaments with a view to building
position on progress towards a BWC legally bindingonfidence and enhancing security between States.
protocol and on intensifying work in the Ad Hoc Group to
that end, notably through the allocation of the time  Pursuant to last year's resolution on the consolidation
necessary to the negotiations. In its common position tloé peace through practical disarmament measures, a group
Union identifies particular measures which are deemed to bkinterested countries was established in order to exchange
both central and essential to an effective protocol, such iaformation and coordinate concrete activities and projects.
declarations, visits, and provisions for rapid and effectivEhis valuable initiative represents an important step that
investigations, as well as a cost-effective and independeytes beyond an abstract consideration of the complex
organization. The Union was strongly encouraged by thseibject of the role of disarmament in post-conflict situations
support that the elements of its common position gatheradd crisis prevention, and takes concrete action.
in the Ad Hoc Group and will continue to promote its
objectives in future sessions. The Council of the European Union adopted on 8 June
1998 a Code of Conduct on arms exports. Building on the
The European Union emphasizes the scale of tllemmon criteria for arms exports defined by the European
contribution made by the non-proliferation and expoi€ouncil in 1991 and 1992, the Code aims at setting high
control systems to the concerted action by the internatiormmmon standards for the management of, and restraint in,
community against the proliferation of weapons of mas®nventional arms transfers by all member States and
destruction and conventional weapons. The variostrengthening the exchange of relevant information with a
international conventions, which are the expression of tvéew to achieving greater transparency. European Union
wish of the international community to prevent themember States will use their best endeavours to encourage
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, must bemher arms-exporting States to subscribe to the principles
backed up in practice by export control measures. It @d criteria of the Code of Conduct.
essential that exporting States assume their responsibilities
and take measures to ensure that exports of sensitive The European Union is currently engaged in
materials, equipment and technologies are subject to iamplementing the EU Programme for preventing and
appropriate system of surveillance and control. Anombating illicit trafficking in conventional arms adopted by
appropriate system of export controls makes it easier for tttee Council on 26 June 1997, which set the framework for
technological development of the countries concerned to tie Union's action, in particular to assist third countries to
pursued on a cooperative basis by ensuring that partners pagvent and combat the illicit trafficking of arms and to
have confidence that goods, technology and materials walssist affected countries, particularly in post-conflict
only be used for peaceful purposes. situations, to suppress the illicit circulation and trafficking
of arms, with special emphasis on small arms. The
Like the standardized reporting system on militanfEuropean Union is of the view that a serious challenge is
expenditure, the United Nations Register of Conventionptesented to the international community by the
Arms is an essential, global instrument for promotingombination of internal conflict and the proliferation of
transparency in conventional armaments and confidenanall arms, and it welcomes the re-establishment of the
building between States. The EU therefore considers it sifnall arms Panel to continue within the United Nations the
great importance that all States should submit regulawork already started.
returns of their imports and exports in the seven categories
of the Register. Even the submission of a “nil” return, in  The European Union encourages the group of experts
cases where no arms transfers have taken place, contribtibeformulate a recommendation on the objectives, scope and
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timing of an international conference on the illicit armshe complete elimination of anti-personnel landmines. To
trade in all its aspects in time for consideration by ththat end the Union believes that in order to allocate and use
General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session. The Europeanore efficiently the resources made available in the fight
Union has also initiated discussions on further measures against anti-personnel landmines, improved international
small arms in the framework of its common policy. In thisoordination is essential. The EU supports the central
context the Union calls upon all States to make every effarbordinating role of the United Nations in the field of
so as to enable the United Nations Disarmamehtimanitarian mine action worldwide, welcomes the creation
Commission during its 1999 session to reach consensus afdhe United Nations Mine Action Service and welcomes
adopt guidelines on a comprehensive and integratall efforts to achieve a more coherent response within the
approach towards the consolidation of peace throughmited Nations and beyond to the challenge posed by the
practical disarmament measures. many millions of anti-personnel landmines.

The European Union reaffirms its commitment to the  The European Union looks forward to the entry into
goal of the total elimination of anti-personnel landmineforce on 3 December 1998 of amended Protocol Il to the
worldwide and of contributing to solving problems alreadfonvention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of
caused by these weapons. The Union welcomed the open@grtain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to
for signature in Ottawa on 3 and 4 December 1997 of thi&e Excessively Injurious or To Have Indiscriminate Effects.
Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, StockpilingThe Union also welcomes the entry into force on 30 July
Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and aB98 of Protocol IV on blinding laser weapons. It calls
Their Destruction, and the efforts made by its signatories tgon all States that have not yet done so to become parties
promote universal accession to the Convention. We ae the Convention and the protocols attached thereto, in
pleased that 130 countries have now signed and that witlparticular, amended Protocol Il and Protocol V.

a very short space of time the trigger point of 40

ratifications has been reached so that the Convention will In June 1996 the Union welcomed the decision of the

enter into force on 1 March 1999. Conference on Disarmament to admit new members, some
of which are member States of the Union. It also welcomes

On the eve of the Ottawa Conference, on 2the factthat in its resolution 52/40 A the General Assembly
November 1997, the European Union Conference adopteicouraged the Conference on Disarmament to continue the
a new joint action on anti-personnel landmines in which tHarther review of its membership. This year also a Special
Union reiterates its commitment and establishes a comm@oordinator on the expansion of Conference on
moratorium on the production and transfer of anti-personn@lsarmament membership was appointed and his report was
landmines. All EU member States should take appropriagabmitted to the Conference on Disarmament. As consensus
steps to comply with the objectives of the Ottawavas not reached, the EU considers it necessary to reappoint
Convention pending its entry into force, and undertake # special coordinator at the beginning of the 1999 session
participate actively in the conferences to be organized afteirthe Conference on Disarmament to continue consultations
the signature of the Convention. In addition, the Union wilbn this issue. The EU will continue its efforts to support the
seek to promote, in all the appropriate forums, including treandidature of the five member States and four associated
Conference on Disarmament, all efforts likely to contributeountries which have applied for admission.
to the joint action objectives.

Significant progress was made during the substantive

In parallel, the joint action sets out the framework fosession of the United Nations Disarmament Commission
specific actions and financial contributions by the Union tthis spring to reach a consensus on the objectives and
mine action. In the period 1993 to 1997 the Uniomgenda of a fourth special session of the General Assembly
contributed $140 million to demining activities anddevoted to disarmament (SSOD 1V). The EU regrets the
assistance to victims. That amount does not includact that despite this progress no agreement has yet been
individual contributions by EU member States. In 1998 theeached. The European Union reaffirms its conviction that,
Union plans to increase its already considerable efforts by accordance with General Assembly resolution 52/38 F,
earmarking $60 million for demining and victim assistanc8SOD IV should be convened only after the emergence of
initiatives. That makes the European Union the world’a consensus on its objectives and agenda. The Union stands
major donor in these areas. It is in this spirit that the Uniaready to work constructively towards such a consensus.
confirms its intention to continue working actively to
promote the efforts of the international community towards

14



General Assembly 3rd meeting
A/C.1/53/PV.3 12 October 1998

The European Union welcomes the important decisions In the area of nuclear weapons the international
taken by the General Assembly at its fifty-second session community must cooperate and collaborate to reduce and
the rationalization of the work and reform of the agenda @liminate nuclear weapons simultaneously. As a first step
the First Committee and on the revitalization, rationalizatiotowards reducing nuclear weapons Fiji calls on all nuclear-
and streamlining of the work of the Disarmamentveapon States to immediately halt the production and
Commission. But the EU regrets that only limited stepgsting, in whatever form, of nuclear weapons.
could be agreed. Reform of the First Committee remains a
priority. The EU will work for consensus on further We also call on all nuclear-weapon States to destroy
rationalization of the Committee’s work to be reached all stockpiles of nuclear weapons, and we urge all States to
this session. Reform, as we understand it, is an ongoisgn and ratify the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
process and further steps should follow the achievememsclear Weapons and the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban
recently made. Treaty. We particularly enjoin India and Pakistan to do so.

Not only should we make the treaties universal, but we

Mr. Bune (Fiji): My delegation is happy to see you,must also ensure the effective implementation of such legal
Sir, presiding over the work of the Committee at this fiftyinstruments or posterity may well classify us as a roost of
third session and extends to you our warm congratulatioqsocrastinators.

We assure you and other members of the Bureau of our full

support and cooperation. We also salute the excellent work Fiji believes that nuclear-weapon States must

of your predecessor, Mr. Nkgowe of Botswana, and wish ttemonstrate their obligations to, and fulfiiment of, the

thank the Secretary-General for the important statement pi@visions of the NPT. In that regard, the NPT review

made to the Committee this morning. process must be qualitatively different and a much more
forward-looking exercise.

Disarmament and international security remain one of
the cornerstones of the United Nations. A culture of peace The CTBT Treaty has been signed so far by 150
and international security is the sine qua non for accelerategluntries, but it has been ratified by only 25, of which Fiji
international action and cooperation in such critical areas i@sone. Thirty-two Member States of the 44 listed in annex
economic, social and human development. Secure ahdfthe Convention are yet to ratify the Treaty in order for
lasting peace and international security are all basic aitdo enter into force. We accordingly urge all States that
fundamental to fashioning a better world for every natiorirave signed the Treaty to ratify it as well if it is to become
State. Over the past year the international community has effective instrument for nuclear disarmament.
been inundated with platitudinous statements calling for
prompt and effective disarmament. The words, however, Fiji considers the START process to be an important
have not been matched by deeds. Despite the Treaty on piaet of the matrix of reduction and elimination and strongly
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) and therges that the process be energized and widened to include
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT), nucleather nuclear-weapon States.
tests were carried out earlier this year by India and
Pakistan. They were underground tests. We do not know The creation of nuclear-weapon-free zones in many
how many simulated tests have been carried out with stagarts of the world has greatly assisted our initiatives to
of-the-art computer technology by other nuclear-weapa@stablish a nuclear-weapon-free world. We continue to urge
States. all countries in such zones to become parties to the regional

initiative and where such zones do not now exist, we urge

It seems clear that if we are to make any significartheir creation. The NPT and the CTBT are but steps along
strides towards prompt and effective disarmament atige path to the total elimination of all nuclear weapons from
international security, we must create more effectiveur planet. To achieve the end result we must now work
measures to reduce and ultimately eliminate all weaponstofvards the negotiation and conclusion of a treaty for the
mass destruction. establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free world within a

specified time framework. Our delegation hopes that

We must pursue with political will and alacrity thesignificant progress will be made in the Conference on
universality of existing instruments or they will beDisarmament.
meaningless. We must create mechanisms to ensure their
effective implementation. Associated with our endeavours for complete nuclear

disarmament is the question of the production and transfer
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of fissile materials for the manufacture of nuclear weapongroduction, sale and transfer of conventional weapons has
A ban on the production of fissile materials for nuclealed to incidents of genocide and ethnic cleansing. High
weapons purposes needs to be addressed as a matteagriofity should therefore be given to the preparation and
urgency. We should make every effort within thgromulgation of strategies and policies aimed at preventing
Conference on Disarmament to establish a fissile materthk proliferation of the supply of conventional weapons and,
inventory and to commence negotiation as soon as possitvieparticular, limiting their flow to areas of conflict. Fiji
on a fissile material cut-off treaty. fully supports the Panel of Governmental Experts on Small
Arms and trusts that the report of the Panel will be given
The Convention on the Prohibition of thethe prompt and serious attention it deserves in the
Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemic@lonference on Disarmament and within the Department for
Weapons and on Their Destruction (CWC) came into ford@isarmament Affairs. We also urge all Member States to
last year. The Convention, however, lacks universality. Wally support and participate in the United Nations Register
accordingly call on all States, especially States whiabf Conventional Arms. The Register is an effective
possess, produce, or have the capacity to produce, chemigatrument in facilitating transparency. We would like to see
weapons to become parties to the Convention. We also cadljustments broadening the categories of weapons covered
for the full implementation of the provisions of theby the Register in order to ensure that it is more relevant.
Convention.
The incidence of intra-State conflicts constitutes a
The Convention on the Prohibition of thethreat to peace and security. Those conflicts not only give
Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriologicalse to the large-scale displacement of persons and to
(Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destructiogenocide but also result in massive transboundary refugee
(BWC) also lacks universality. We continue to call on alflows which impact severely on social and economic
States which have not already done so to become partiectmditions within receiving countries. My delegation
the Convention. We also call for the early conclusion of thénerefore welcomes and supports current efforts aimed at
verification protocol and for the full commitment andpromoting confidence-building measures at the regional and
substantial participation of all parties to ensure the fulubregional levels in order to ease tensions and conflicts.
implementation of the Treaty.
At the same time, we must fully institute organized
The Convention on the Prohibition of the Useand structured arrangements to prevent conflicts instead of
Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnakacting to them after they have started. We therefore renew
Mines and on Their Destruction now exists, andur call for the establishment of a permanent mechanism or
appropriately so, for my delegation continues to submit thdivision of preventive diplomacy within the United Nations
these weapons are an abomination in our world and oudhat can respond promptly, positively and actively to threats
to be totally eliminated from the armaments of countriesf potential conflict and genocide. Such a division should
Our country has signed the Convention, and we call on dlhve the capacity to receive, collate, analyse and interpret
those which have not already done so to join the vasttelligence information and reports with a view to the early
majority of Member States in signing the Convention. Wdetection of potential conflicts and early reactions to such
urge all States which have not yet done so to ratify it. Thaeetection in order to minimize, contain and resolve such
international community must in the meantime cooperathreats in collaboration with relevant Member States.
and collaborate in the removal and elimination of the
millions of landmines placed in various parts of the world,  In conclusion, our delegation urges the international
and at the same time advance the care, rehabilitation awmnmunity and individual countries to pursue a culture of
social and economic reintegration of landmine victimgeace and international security and to eschew a culture of
Simultaneously we must act collectively and unambiguousiyar and conflict.
to end the use, production and stockpiling of anti-personnel
mines. Mr. Goosen (South Africa): Please accept my
delegation’s congratulations, Sir, on your assumption of the
It is a sad reflection on our times that human tragediehair of the First Committee of the General Assembly
in several nation-States today result from conventiondlring its fifty-third session. | wish to assure you of my
weapons. Conventional weapons, especially small arms atelegation’s full support and cooperation as you and your
light weapons, have played havoc in several countries Bureau lead the work of the Committee to a successful
Africa and Eastern Europe. The proliferation in the&onclusion.
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At last year's First Committee session South Africaestraint and to continue their dialogue to promote mutual
categorized 1997 as a year in which the internationabnfidence. My Governmentis also on record as welcoming
community, while being able to demonstrate severgthe General Assembly statements by the Prime Ministers of
accomplishments in the field of non-proliferation andPakistan and India in which they indicated progress in their
disarmament, was unable to grasp the opportunities thme#coming parties to the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban
were available. Treaty (CTBT).

It was our stated hope that 1998 would prove to be  Our opposition to nuclear tests is not only a reflection
more productive, and that at this session of the Generdlthe views of the South African Government but is a long
Assembly we would all be in a position to look back ovesought after goal of the international community as a whole,
a year during which we would not only have continued tahich had hoped that the conclusion of the CTBT would
develop the work in our areas of accomplishment, but wheemove this phenomenon from our midst. It should also be
we would also be in a position to look forward to thenoted that as a country which has itself stepped away from
prospect of building on new foundations addressing issu® nuclear-weapons abyss and as a State party to the Treaty
of importance. on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), we are

firmly committed to the non-proliferation of nuclear

Despite the positive work being done in the context affeapons and to their complete elimination. As long as a
the Convention on the Prohibition of the Developmensingle nuclear weapon remains in existence it is our belief
Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biologicalthat these weapons constitute a threat to humanity.
and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction (BWC); the
agreement in the Conference on Disarmament to negotiate A source of concern for South Africa this year has
a fissile materials treaty; the outcome of the summdlso been the continuing refusal to recognize that the entire
meeting between the Presidents of the United States and ititernational community has an interest in and a concern
Russian Federation; the Strategic Defence Reviabout nuclear disarmament, a refusal which imasr alia
undertaken by the United Kingdom and the indications é¢d to an inability to have this interest and concern
transparency which that contains; the imminent entry infccommodated in such forums as the Conference on
force of both the Convention on the total banning of antDisarmament in Geneva and the strengthened review
personnel mines and the amended Protocol Il of thwocess of the NPT. This is also despite the fact that South
Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use dfrica and many other participants in these meetings have
Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed toade it clear that these proposals are being made and would
Be Excessively Injurious or To Have Indiscriminate Effectbe undertaken without undermining or threatening the
(CCW); 1998 has also been a year of disturbinguclear disarmament negotiations between the Russian
developments, especially in the areas of nucle&ederation and the United States, which would continue to
disarmament and nuclear non-proliferation, developmeris of paramount importance to the reduction of nuclear
which will have a significant impact as we attempt to chameapons and their eventual elimination — as would future
a course into the next millennium, a course which wilhegotiations involving the other three nuclear-weapon
ensure that the peoples of the world can live in a safer aBtiates. What is being sought is for the international
more secure environment without the threat of weapons @dmmunity, represented by the Conference on Disarmament
mass destruction and excessive accumulations arid the NPT, to have focused deliberations on the practical
conventional arms and light weapons clouding thesteps for systematic and progressive efforts to eliminate
existence. nuclear weapons.

The nuclear test explosions conducted in South Asia The concern that | have outlined here was further
and their potential impact on nuclear disarmament were eXacerbated by the unsuccessful conclusion of the second
considerable concern to my Government. We haweeeting of the Preparatory Committee for the NPT review
expressed ourselves on this issue and | here reiterate ¢baeference. South Africa will continue to pursue the
statements that have been made by the South Africaroposals it made at the 1998 Preparatory Committee when
Government. South Africa has also joined in a number tiie Committee meets again next year. It is also our hope
initiatives, including at the Conference on Disarmament ardat the Preparatory Committee at its 1999 session will
at the recently held General Conference of the Internatiorraljain the ground that has been lost and will successfully
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), to express our concern. Weonclude its work. We will work together with all our NPT
continue to call on India and Pakistan to exercise maximum
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partners to attain this objective, especially in view of thenaximalist and minimalist positions. This approach would
new challenge that has confronted us. need squarely to recognize the challenges facing us; would
not deny the steps that have been and are continuing to be
President Nelson Mandela, addressing this sessiontaken; would not avoid difficult issues, while also not
the General Assembly, gave a clear exposition of the Sowgbeking confrontation; and would seek to form the basis for
African positions on nuclear disarmament and nuclear noa-common approach for the achievement of the goal of
proliferation. He recalled that the first resolution of theliminating nuclear weapons through existing unilateral and
General Assembly sought to address the challenge of bilateral processes and through complementary and mutually
reinforcing steps at the plurilateral and multilateral levels.
“the elimination from national armaments of atomic
weapons and all other major weapons adaptable to President Nelson Mandela, when announcing South
mass destruction”.résolution 1 (I), para. 5 (Q) Africa’s participation in this initiative, stated forthrightly
that the draft resolution, which is appropriately entitled
But he went on to note that after countless initiatives arf@owards a nuclear-weapon-free world: the need for a new
resolutions the international community still does not hawegenda”, is an honest attempt to contribute to the definition
concrete and generally accepted proposals, supported hyf the systematic and progressive steps required to eliminate
clear commitment by the nuclear-weapon States, for theiclear weapons and the threat of annihilation which they
speedy, final and total elimination of nuclear weapons ambse. He called on all Members of the United Nations
nuclear-weapons capabilities. seriously to consider this important draft resolution and to
give it their support.
President Mandela saluted — as we also do today —
Brazil's decision to accede to the nuclear Non-Proliferation | should now like to turn to a number of other
Treaty and urged all others that had not yet done so itaportant issues which South Africa wishes to highlight and
follow that excellent example. He asked the question, whilghich will be dealt with during the course of our
admitting that it might sound naive to those who hadeliberations.
elaborated sophisticated arguments to justify their refusal to
eliminate these terrible and terrifying weapons of mass South Africa welcomed the decision taken at the
destruction, “why do they need them, anyway&'33/PV.7, Conference on Disarmament to establish the Ad Hoc
p. 15. President Mandela stated that in reality no ration&@ommittee under item 1 of the agenda, entitled Cessation
answer could be advanced to explain in a satisfactoo§ the nuclear arms race and nuclear disarmament’, a
manner what in the end was a consequence of cold waommittee that will be negotiating the fissile materials
inertia and an attachment to the use of the threat of bruteaty on the basis of the Shannon Report (CD/1299) and
force to assert the primacy of some States over others. the mandate contained therein. The commencement and
early conclusion of the fissile materials treaty negotiations
Itis also a pleasure for me to bring to the Committeela the Conference on Disarmament has long been an
attention, as the Ambassador of Mexico did earlier todagbjective of the South African Government. The fissile
the fact that, together with its partners in the 9 June 19®8aterials treaty, as the next major multilateral negotiation
joint ministerial declaration on the need for a new agendallowing the conclusion of the Comprehensive Nuclear-
to achieve a nuclear-weapon-free world — Brazil, EgypTest-Ban Treaty, is an integral part of the nuclear
Ireland, Mexico, New Zealand, Slovenia and Sweden -disarmament section of the principles and objectives for
South Africa will be presenting a draft resolutiomuclear non-proliferation and disarmament adopted at the
(A/C.1/53/L.48) for consideration by the First Committeel995 Non-Proliferation Treaty Review and Extension
The Declaration and draft resolution are intended to p@onference. South Africa sees the negotiations on a fissile
forward a realistic and achievable agenda for the attainmenaterials treaty as being of particular importance given the
of nuclear disarmament. It is intended to identify the middlkey nature of fissile material as a component of nuclear
ground and to avoid the trap of inaction created by the tweeapons.
poles which have for too long dominated the nuclear
disarmament debate and which have only delivered further From our perspective, the negotiations that the
polarization and demonstrated a paucity of results. Conference on Disarmament is about to commence lie at the
heart of the nuclear disarmament and nuclear non-
The time has come to look at a new approach thatoliferation issue. By achieving control over fissile material
would unite the middle ground trapped between ther weapons purposes we will not only be in a position to
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prevent the production of further nuclear weapons, but veehieving a protocol that will be effective in strengthening
will also be in a position to lay the groundwork for theithe Convention's implementation. The conclusion of the
eventual elimination. South Africa’s approach to thevork of the Ad Hoc Group will, however, depend on the
negotiations for a fissile material treaty will be based on thmntinued commitment and substantive, as well as flexible,
objective that the treaty to be negotiated must be an integparticipation of all States Parties to the Treaty. We are
measure of both nuclear disarmament and nuclear namnvinced that the Ad Hoc Group will be able to complete
proliferation. While recognizing the difficulties thatits work within the time-frame agreed at the Treaty’s last
surround the issues relating to existing military stockpiles éfeview Conference.
fissile material, we intend to raise the stockpiles issue, as is
provided for in the Shannon Report, and will, together with ~ While arms control has traditionally focused on
the other members of the Conference on Disarmament, seekventional arms and weapons of mass destruction, the
the most appropriate ways of dealing with the matter. devastation wrought by the proliferation of light weapons
and small arms on socio-economic development generally,
The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treatgnd specifically in the reconstruction of post-conflict
Preparatory Committee and its provisional technicalbcieties, can no longer be ignored. Unimpeded access to
secretariat continue to make significant strides in thend the use of light weapons and small arms within States
implementation of the Treaty’s verification regime. Southas increased the lethality of crime, violence, banditry and
Africa lends its voice to the voices of other States in callingivil disobedience. The demobilization of ex-combatants,
for all States to sign the Treaty and to work constructivelgisarmament programmes and other initiatives in regions
for its earliest entry into force. As | have already saidyhich have suffered through conflict situations are
South Africa welcomes the recent statement by Pakistaanstrained by the existence of large amounts of these
about its readiness to sign the CTBT and the statementWwgapons which are poorly regulated and indiscriminately
India about its willingness to continue its discussions on thesed. The diffusion of existing stocks and the flow of new
signing of that Treaty. weapons endanger the democratic transformations that are
being sought and have a negative influence on the ability of
South Africa will also continue to use its participationGovernments to govern effectively.
in the First Committee to further reinforce its support for
initiatives to increase the area of the world covered by The challenge in addressing the proliferation of light
nuclear-weapon-free zones. We will also continue to giweeapons and small arms is to marshal the necessary human
our support to the initiative to promote the southerand financial resources, encouraging the sharing of reliable
hemisphere as a zone free from nuclear weapons. data among national departments and regional partners,
coordinating action, and, by raising the profile of the issue,
The Convention on the Prohibition of theto gain the support of Governments, politicians and non-
Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemicgbvernmental organizations. Furthermore, the illicit
Weapons and on Their Destruction (CWC) serves as proliferation of small arms is closely linked to other
example of the work that can be achieved by theriminal activities and therefore must be addressed within
international community within the disarmament contexthe context of initiatives aimed at reducing crime. The close
My delegation has noted with satisfaction the success of tliek between licit and illicit weapons must also be
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weaponsecognized and approaches to addressing the one must relate
(OPCW) in implementing the Convention by conductingo the other, both within countries and in regional
successful inspections among member States, and thidiatives.
cooperation that has been extended by the States Parties in
this regard. South Africa also welcomes the increasing South Africa therefore believes that a holistic approach
number of ratifications of the CWC and further calls on alls necessary to address this problem. Concurrent action must
States which have not done so to ratify or accede to the taken at national, regional and international levels,
CWC in order to broaden its universal application. focusing both on licit and illicit small arms and light
weapons. To reinforce national action it is imperative that
The intensification of the work of the BWC Ad Hoca regional approach, addressing the concerns of individual
Group, which has clearly been demonstrated by thiegions and adopting an incremental approach, should be
negotiators this year and by their agreement on an intensfeemulated to address the problem of uncontrolled
work programme for 1999, is also to be welcomed. Souglroliferation of these weapons. This will ensure that as each
Africa is fully committed to these negotiations and taegion of the world develops an indigenous approach, the
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building blocks will be put in place to effectively deal with During this session of the First Committee my
this issue globally. delegation will continue to support draft resolutions dealing
with the conventional arms, small arms and light weapons
The focus areas in all instances should therefore sues, using as a basis for our participation the views that
placed on illicit and licit small arms and light weaponsl have outlined. In this context, it is also important to note
National and regional approaches must be developed fhat South Africa continues to encourage all Members of the
both short-term and long-term gains. At the national levé&lnited Nations to support and regularly participate in the
efforts should be focused on enhancing legislation amghited Nations Register of Conventional Arms. The
regulation to prevent legal arms from becoming illegdRegister remains a very important tool in building
through criminal activity; improving as necessary thé&ansparency and confidence.
regulation of the importation, export and transfer of light
weapons and small arms; and by increasing the control over South Africa was delighted when Burkina Faso
stocks of light weapons belonging to security forces. Stedgposited the fortieth ratification of the Convention on the
should also be taken to reduce the number of existifyohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer
weapons through voluntary methods and increasing tbé Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction,
capacity of security forces to identify, seize and destrdyiggering the Ottawa treaty’s entry-into-force mechanism.
illicit weapons. The next significant milestone in the fulfilment and
implementation of all the objectives of the treaty will be the
Regionally, an important confidence-building measurérst meeting of States parties. South Africa would here like
that would lead to long-term gains for regional cooperatiaio take the opportunity of welcoming and giving its support
and trust is greater transparency by countries in theo the offer made by the Foreign Minister of Mozambique
transfers of small arms and light weapons. In affectedliring the general debate in the General Assembly for his
regions, States and regional organizations should also talaintry to be the venue of the first meeting of States
immediate steps to stop the inflow of these weapomsrties. We give this support not only because Mozambique
through increased cooperation, harmonization of transfera close neighbour and friend, but also because holding
procedures, tighter border control and intelligence-sharinfpe meeting in one of the countries which have been the
Attention should also be focused on the recirculation ohost afflicted by the scourge of anti-personnel landmines
existing stocks throughout the region, and appropriatéll serve as a further reminder to all members of the
control measures should be devised, including increaseternational community of how these weapons are
cooperation between Governments, joint operations addvastating the lives of innocent civilians around the world.
harmonization of priorities. South Africa will work closely and actively with
Mozambique and with the other members of the treaty to
A cooperative partnership should be establishexzhcourage those States that have not yet done so to sign and
between Governments, international and regiongdtify it in order that they will be in a position to join us in
organizations and the non-governmental community, tdaputo as full members of the international norm against
mobilize public and political support. The role of the nonthe use, stockpiling, production and transfer of anti-
governmental community in assisting Governments fmersonnel mines and on their destruction.
achieve this support and aiding in the compilation of
reliable data regarding small arms and light weapons As the delegations participating in the First Committee
proliferation in all its aspects should be explored fully. It islebate, formulate and adopt resolutions that will guide us
South Africa’s view that an international conference oand our work during 1999, South Africa remains committed
small arms and light weapons should be held after 1999 ttmworking in this Committee, and in all other disarmament
enable Governments and regional organizations to shared non-proliferation forums, to achieve our common goal
their experiences and facilitate dialogue. The aim of thaf eliminating all weapons of mass destruction and limiting
conference should be to increase cooperation and avtié numbers of conventional weapons, small arms and light
duplication of initiatives to ensure that scarce resources aveapons to those required for self-defence and other
used effectively. The conference should formulate an actitegitimate uses.
plan to combat this proliferation problem based on the
experiences of indigenous regional approaches in this Mr. Chowdhury (Bangladesh): The Bangladesh
regard. Such regional approaches will have put in pladelegation warmly felicitates you, Sir, on your election to
measures that will allow us effectively to deal with thighe chair and offers you its fullest cooperation. We thank
issue globally.
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Secretary-General Kofi Annan for his comprehensivBisarmament to commence negotiations on a phased
statement earlier this morning. programme of nuclear disarmament for the eventual
elimination of nuclear weapons within a time-bound
The contemporary international political climate hafgamework through legally binding instruments.
elements that can be propitious for disarmament. A broad
consensus on some key issues is emerging. These existing The Conference on Disarmament must heed these
opportunities must be seized. New approaches towards amsgirations of the global community. Bangladesh is of the
limitation and disarmament must be explored while we stegiew that substantive negotiations on total and
clear of outmoded strategy concepts and doctrines of tbemprehensive nuclear disarmament should commence
past. forthwith in the Conference on Disarmament. An ad hoc
committee on nuclear disarmament must be set up to
There now exists a perceptible and indeed expandiagdress this crucial issue.
international consensus that favours the elimination of
weapons of mass destruction. The Hague appeal for peace, The use or threat of use of nuclear weapons is contrary
calling for delegitimization of war, reflects the conscience international law. Bangladesh attaches high importance to
of mankind. The indefinite extension of the Treaty on thsecurity assurances, which are a matter of great interest to
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), thall non-nuclear States. Indeed, they are an essential element
conclusion of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Tredty keeping them that way. The total elimination of nuclear
(CTBT), entry into force of the Convention on theweapons undoubtedly remains the best security assurance
Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling andgainst the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons. We
Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destructiomelcome in this regard the re-establishment in the
(CWC), and the imminent entry into force of theConference on Disarmament of the Ad Hoc Committee on
Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpilingnegative security assurances.
Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on
Their Destruction are landmark achievements in this sphere As an active member of the Conference on
in current times. The agreement finally reached on startiijsarmament Bangladesh remains committed to contributing
negotiations for a fissile material cut-off treaty is also a step discussions, deliberations, debate and substantive
forward. negotiations on a broad range of disarmament and non-
proliferation issues.
In many ways this is a critical watershed point.
Capabilities enjoin responsibilities. We urge all nuclear- The prevention of an arms race in outer space is an
weapon States and the nuclear-weapon-capable States ifsalle which of late has gained appropriate attention in the
regions to pursue in good faith negotiations leading to ti@onference. Outer space is the common heritage of
ultimate goal of the total elimination of nuclear weaponsnankind, which should be used for peaceful purposes
The hands of the doomsday clock should not be allowed benefiting all nations. This final frontier should be spared
move forward again. the experience of a self-defeating arms race. Bangladesh
therefore supports all efforts towards an international
Bangladesh’s commitment to the goal of general arafjreement preventing the weaponization of outer space.
complete disarmament is unequivocal. Indeed, it is with us
a constitutional obligation. Our adherence to major The entry into force of the Chemical Weapons
disarmament treaties flows from this. It is also for thi€onvention, with its sophisticated verification regime, has
reason, among others, that we accord such high priority strengthened our resolve to reinforce the Convention on the
nuclear disarmament. To this end we have supported, as Rmhibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling
shall continue to support, all efforts leading towards thef Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on
total elimination of nuclear weapons. Their Destruction (BWC) with similar verification
mechanisms. Bangladesh attaches considerable significance
The NPT called for negotiations in good faith orto the work of the Ad Hoc Group which is mandated to
effective measures relating to the elimination of nuclearegotiate a protocol to strengthen the Convention by
weapons at an early date. That was in 1968. Today, 8@veloping effective verification and compliance
years later, the international community is yet to agree eanechanisms. Bangladesh welcomed the initiative of
a time-bound elimination of nuclear weapons. Even Generalistralia to convene an informal meeting on this in New
Assembly resolutions have urged the Conference afork last month, and joined with others in issuing a
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forward-looking Declaration. There appears to exisfommittee, the Conference on Disarmament and the
sufficient political will, and we believe the Ad Hoc GroupDisarmament Commission. The non-governmental
will be able to fulfil its mandate within the agreed time-organizations interested in this field play an important
frame. advocacy and awareness-raising role in promoting the cause
of global disarmament. The valuable inputs of civil society
The open sale of small arms is a matter of serioumn be put to much better use through the well-defined
concern. While the major armies of the world are disarmirgyrangement of constructive coordination between that
civilians are rearming. If these weapons are not properbpciety and the United Nations. We are pleased with the
controlled peace will not be a reality in the true sense in ogreation of a Department for Disarmament Affairs and want
lives. The excessive and destabilizing accumulation aitd to take a very proactive role in the sphere of
transfer of small arms has led to enormous human tragedtésarmament. One area for such a role would be to activate
and economic and social problems. These problems #he United Nations Regional Centres for Peace and
exacerbated by the absence of global norms, or standafdsarmament. We believe that the operations of the United
to be used in deducing such accumulation or transfer. ItNations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in
imperative that the international community address thissia and the Pacific should move to the region soon. There
problem as a matter of the utmost importance and urgency.no justification for the Centre's being run from New
York. Financial constraints arguments do not seem
One approach to this problem would be to seek fagausible.
build a global consensus on monitoring and controlling
illicit arms transfers and their links with trafficking in other In the First Committee, as in the Conference on
contraband goods. The holding of a United NationBisarmament, Bangladesh has always pursued a balanced
conference on all aspects of the illicit arms trade in the neand constructive posture, viewing issues on their merits
future would be an important step in that direction. Theather than basing ourselves on prior positions. At the
initiative that was taken by the Foreign Ministers of Norwapresent session we will continue to follow that tradition.
and Canada to hold an informal session on the trafficking
and illicit use of small arms last month in the United Mr. Hasmy (Malaysia): My delegation is pleased to
Nations is indeed laudable. see you, Sir, presiding over the First Committee during this
fifty-third session of the General Assembly. We are
We call for the early convening of the fourth speciatonfident that given your well-known skills and expertise,
session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmameydu will be able to steer the work of the Committee to a
It is time that the international community reviewed théruitful conclusion. My delegation extends its fullest support
implementation of the Final Document of the tenth speciahd cooperation towards that end.
session of the General Assembly — the first special session
devoted to disarmament — as well as the outcomes of the We thank the Secretary-General for the important and
subsequent special sessions, and took stock of teused remarks he made to the Committee this morning.
international security and disarmament situation in the post-
cold-war era. While nuclear disarmament should remain our  The situation on the disarmament front in the past year
highest priority, we have to identify the emerginchas been a rather dismal one. This was noted by the Non-
challenges presented by the new era and to formulate Aligned Movement summit meeting in its Final Document,
agreed plan of action to deal with these in the true spirit &6 which my delegation fully subscribes and supports. There
multilateralism. We believe that only a special session dfas been an important breakthrough in the area of
the General Assembly can address the subject @dnventional disarmament, in the form of the successful and
disarmament, taking into account in particular itkaudable signing of the Convention on landmines, but there
relationship with development, with such comprehensivendsas been no discernible progress in the area of nuclear
and thoroughness as it deserves. disarmament. The nuclear Powers continue to take the
attitude that the issue of nuclear disarmament is best left to
The First Committee of the General Assembly ishem to negotiate. Yet to date there has been no real
focused on the furtherance of one of the fundamentatogress on that front. The START Il process continues to
objectives of the United Nations, the maintenance dfe in limbo, awaiting ratification by the Russian Duma.
international peace and security. The strengthening 0Oftil that happens there will be no further movement in the
United Nations competence in the field of disarmameitirection of START III.
would therefore require effective coordination between this
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In the meantime there has been a further setbaak more cooperative approach to nuclear disarmament
following the series of nuclear tests that were carried out initiatives taken by the non-nuclear-weapon States, rather
South Asia. These tests are a matter of serious regional dhdn dismissing them, as they have been wont to do until
global concern as they carry with them the dangerom®w, as unrealistic and naive efforts on the part of the
prospects of nuclear proliferation, thereby undermining thmuclear “have-nots”.

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT).
These tests should serve as a wake-up call for the Efforts should also be made to forge a cooperative
international community, especially the nuclear-weapaather than an adversarial approach in nuclear disarmament.
States, to exert every effort to ensure that the proliferati@uch an approach would at least ensure a more productive
of nuclear weapons is stopped at all costs, and immediatatyitcome at the next NPT Preparatory Committee session
A constructive approach on their part would be for them tihhan, regrettably, was the case at the last, thereby paving the
cease all activities pertaining to the vertical proliferation ofvay for a successful review process of the NPT in the year
nuclear weapons, a loophole which they negotiated f@000. This is essential in an effort to arrest further erosion
themselves in the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treatiyconfidence in the Treaty, which is already beginning to
(CTBT). They cannot hope to fully convince the nonappear in some quarters.
nuclear-weapon States that their security is best served by
forswearing nuclear weapons when they, the nuclear- The NPT review process should seriously address the
weapon States themselves, not only continue to keep thgoantitative and qualitative aspects of nuclear disarmament,
in large numbers but continue to “improve” the destructiveack of real progress in nuclear disarmament and
power of these weapons of mass destruction. accountability of the nuclear-weapon States in respect of
both the review process and full implementation of the

It is an undeniable fact that, whether we like it or notNPT. In the wake of recent developments, efforts must be
there are today seven declared nuclear-weapon States. Tineaele to further strengthen this important non-proliferation
is at least one undeclared nuclear-weapon State and perhrggime. The alternative is fraught with unacceptable risks.
there are a few others which aspire to join the club for
reasons of national security, if not prestige. It is, therefore, At the same time, greater efforts should be made to
imperative for the tests in South Asia to be seen not pureinsure early ratification of the CTBT so as to pave the way
in terms of a regional dynamic, and rationalized as such, Hot its entry into force by the target date. My delegation
in the overall context of global nuclear disarmament, whiclwelcomes the ratification of the Treaty by the United
should be addressed globally. The nuclear-weapon Stakésgdom and France. It welcomes, in particular, the
have a particular responsibility to respond appropriately toillingness of both India and Pakistan to sign the Treaty
this development. They must demonstrate in a convincimgthin a year and hopes that this undertaking will be
way their strong and continued commitment to the goals &flfilled. My delegation urges the other parties concerned to
nuclear disarmament as embodied in the NPT, hatify the Treaty without delay. This is imperative if it is to
embarking on serious negotiations towards the reductionlmé an effective instrument in banning nuclear tests for all
their nuclear arsenals, leading to their ultimate eliminatiotime. For its part, Malaysia signed the Treaty in July this
Their clear obligations in this respect, particularly undeyear as a reaffirmation of its consistent support for nuclear
article VI of the NPT, have been clearly asserted by thdisarmament measures and steps are being taken for its
International Court of Justice in its advisory opinion on theatification in spite of our unhappiness over certain aspects
Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapobinless of the Treaty. As part of the international monitoring system
there is a clear perception, especially by States aspiringab the Treaty, Malaysia will be hosting a radionuclide
nuclear capability, that the nuclear-weapon States ar®nitoring station, with the Malaysian Institute of Nuclear
serious in their intention to achieve the goals of nucledrechnology Research acting as the national agency for
disarmament, the world will, willy-nilly, slide down the overseeing the implementation of the requirements of the
path of nuclear proliferation. Treaty. As in the case of the NPT, every effort should also

be made towards securing universal adherence to the CTBT.

My delegation therefore urges the nuclear-weapon
States to take a more constructive attitude towards meeting In contributing to the nuclear disarmament process my
their obligations and responsibilities under both the NPdelegation, through the draft resolution pertaining to the ICJ
and the CTBT and demonstrate unambiguously theadvisory opinion on thé egality of the Threat or Use of
commitment to achieve all the goals of nucleaNuclear Weaponsvhich it has initiated in the past two
disarmament. It would be helpful if they began by evincingears and will again initiate at this session of the General
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Assembly, has called for the commencement of negotiatiowslcomes the proposal made by the Canberra Commission,
on nuclear disarmament that will eventually lead to thand supported by the recent eight-nation initiative here in
conclusion of a nuclear-weapons convention. In the wakettfe United Nations, to dealert all nuclear forces. We
the criminalization of all activities relating to chemical andvelcome in particular what amounts to a dealerting posture
biological weapons through specific conventions, it is onliaken by the United Kingdom in respect of its submarine-
logical and appropriate that a comprehensive convention based nuclear forces. It should be lauded as a positive
nuclear weapons, the most catastrophic weapons of masestribution, especially in the context of reducing the
destruction imaginable, should be aimed at in the long terpgssibility of nuclear war by accident. At the same time, we
in the interest of ensuring the continued survival of theall on countries possessing nuclear weapons to enhance the
human species on this planet. While a model drasecurity of their nuclear facilities through more stringent
convention, prepared by leading international nucleaational, physical and technical means and/or international
disarmament experts is already in circulation as a basisafoperation.
discussion, my delegation is not suggesting immediate
negotiations on such a convention at this stage. We believe While the main disarmament focus should remain on
the road towards the total elimination of nuclear weapomsiclear disarmament, the proliferation of small arms, which
will be a long and arduous one and will be best travelldolas grown out of proportion in recent years, is a matter of
through a series of well-defined stages, accompanied sgrious concern to my delegation and is one of the most
proper verification and control mechanisms. Such ahallenging issues with which the international community
approach is, therefore, not incompatible with the step-bwll have to come to grips. While they have a role in
step, incremental approaches already mooted by othdegjitimate national defence, their proliferation destabilizes
including the Non-Aligned Movement, and should thereforgocieties and spawns terrorism. The international community
be looked at with a positive and constructive attitude by thehould intensify cooperation in controlling the flow of these
nuclear-weapon States. My delegation will have more to sayeapons through increased efforts at transparency, such as
on this in the Committee when it initiates its draft resolutiothrough the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms,
on the ICJ advisory opinion on theegality of the Threat or in which more than 90 countries, including my own,
Use of Nuclear Weapons participate. My delegation supports efforts to promote the
universal use of the Register. We also support the proposal
Towards that ultimate goal negotiations should b increase public awareness of the problem of small arms
stepped up on the various aspects of nuclear disarmameémbugh the convening of an international conference.
at the Conference on Disarmament. Regrettably, the
Conference on Disarmament has remained stalemated on the Malaysia welcomes the impending entry into force of
issue of establishing an ad hoc committee on nucletire Ottawa treaty banning anti-personnel landmines with the
disarmament. We welcome, however, its recent decisiondeposition of the fortieth instrument of ratification at the
establish two Ad Hoc Committees, one dealing with fissilelnited Nations recently. We hail the promptness with which
material cut-off and the other pertaining to negative securitije Treaty comes into force, less than a year after it was
assurances. We earnestly hope that the two Ad Hopened for signature, which is indeed a remarkable
Committees will be re-established every year almosthievement reflecting overwhelming universal support for
automatically and that all the parties concerned withe treaty. Malaysia, which was among the initial signatories
negotiate in good faith in the coming months and years sw the Treaty, is taking steps towards its early ratification.
as to enable early agreement to be arrived at on these two
important aspects of nuclear disarmament. Malaysia is keen In conclusion, my delegation would like to pay tribute
to play an active and constructive role in these negotiatiotts the Department for Disarmament Affairs under the
and looks forward to its early admission as a full membégadership of Under-Secretary-General Jayantha Dhanapala.
of the Conference on Disarmament. Under his able and dynamic stewardship the Department has
successfully refocused the attention of the Organization on
My delegation is particularly concerned about théhe important issue of disarmament in a way that has not
inherent danger of a thermonuclear war triggered Hyeen possible in recent years. We believe the newly
accident or through terrorism. This should provide a furtheevamped and upgraded Department will make an important
incentive for the international community to work towardsontribution to the Secretary-General’s efforts to inculcate
the rapid reduction and early elimination of nucleaa new culture of global peace, which he has so eloquently
weapons. In the meantime, efforts should be made to avaidiculated and in which process the United Nations will
or eliminate such risks. In this regard my delegatioplay a pivotal role. We wish the Department every success
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and extend our fullest support and cooperation in its varioagreement on the committee's establishment will facilitate
activities. progress towards the establishment of an ad hoc committee
on nuclear disarmament.
These are some of my delegation’s comments on
several aspects of the issues before us. It is not We note with great interest, and support, the
comprehensive in its coverage as we intend to makeclaration adopted by a group of countries on 9 June
additional specific comments on other aspects of tH®98, “Towards a nuclear-weapon-free world: the need for
disarmament issue in the course of our debate. a new agenda”. This Declaration, together with other
initiatives proposed by the Non-Aligned Movement,
Mr. Valdivieso (Colombia) (nterpretation from constitutes an important contribution towards the complete
Spanish: My delegation would like to start by expressingelimination of nuclear weapons.
to you, Mr. Chairman, our warmest congratulations on your
election to lead the First Committee. We are convinced that We wish to reaffirm the priority and importance that
under your wise guidance our work will be very successfulve attach to nuclear-weapon States' giving all non-nuclear-
You can rely on our firm support to that end. We extendieapon States negative security assurances that are
our congratulations also to the other members of thaiversal, unconditional and binding. We are confident that
Bureau. the establishment of the Ad Hoc Committee for this purpose
in the Conference on Disarmament will result in progress on
At the same time, my delegation wishes to express itisis matter.
most sincere thanks to Mr. Mothusi Nkgowe for his very
able and efficient guidance of the Committee during the The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
fifty-second session. Weapons (NPT) continues to be a key element for non-
proliferation and disarmament. To this end, nuclear-weapon
Many of the expectations created by the end of th&tates parties to the Treaty must fully comply in good faith
cold war have now faded. Regrettably, some factors amdth their commitments, particularly those contained in
doctrines that fuelled the East-West confrontation haweticle VI. The Preparatory Committee and the 2000 Review
survived the changes in the international system. Nucle@onference of the NPT must implement the obligations
weapons, which have never had any justification and stilhder the Treaty as well as the commitments contained in
have no justification, continue to pose a threat to peadbge document of principles and objectives and the resolution
stability and the very survival of mankind. That is why then the Middle East. We note with satisfaction Brazil's
virtual paralysis of the nuclear disarmament process isaacession to the NPT.
cause of great concern for the international community.
In addition to the nuclear-weapon-free zones
My country has vehemently opposed and continues éstablished by the Treaties of Tlatelolco, Rarotonga, the
oppose nuclear testing in all its forms. The tests carried ofihtarctic, Pelindaba and Bangkok, there are various other
this year highlight once again the urgent need to eliminaitatiatives with the same goal, including is the establishment
nuclear weapons, as well as the real and immediate dangéra nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central Asia and
that they represent. The international community mutongolia's initiative to establish a nuclear-weapon-free zone
continue to work to reach agreements on a phasedthat country. Colombia also supports the proposal to free
programme, within a specific time-frame, for the completthe southern hemisphere of nuclear weapons and the
elimination of nuclear weapons and the prohibition of theproposal to establish a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the
development, production, acquisition, testing, stockpilingdiddle East, in conformity with the relevant General
transfer, use and threat of use. Assembly resolutions.

We are pleased that agreement has been reached in the We welcome the growing number of ratifications of
Conference on Disarmament on the establishment of the &k&& Convention on the Prohibition of the Development,
Hoc Committee for the negotiation of a convention on thBroduction, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and
prohibition of the production of fissile material for nucleaon Their Destruction (CWC). My Government has been
weapons and other nuclear explosive devices. We amaking progress in the ratification process, and we hope to
convinced that negotiations on this issue must address botimplete it as soon as possible. We are convinced that, as
the elimination of existing fissile material and thewith other international conventions on weapons of mass
prohibition of future production. We are confident that the
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destruction, the Convention's credibility and effectivenedsgislative measures for domestic control of firearms,
will largely depend on achieving universality. munitions and explosives, as an essential prerequisite to
avoid the criminal use of these weapons and their diversion
We are also pleased to highlight the progress in thierough clandestine and illicit channels. Similarly, an
negotiations on the protocol to improve the implementaticagreement on this topic should contain the necessary
and effectiveness of the Convention on the Prohibition ofiechanisms to ensure compliance.
the Development, Production and Stockpiling of
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on  As the illicit trafficking in arms takes place in an
Their Destruction (BWC), and the decision of the fourtlunderground economy consisting of international criminal
Review Conference urging the conclusion of negotiatiorwganizations with information and communication channels
within the Ad Hoc Group as soon as possible. My countrgnd finance and distribution networks, it is clear that the
co-sponsored the ministerial Declaration adopted in Newar against this scourge must be waged with a global
York on 23 September 1998 expressing firm support for theerspective. Therefore, as my country stated in its response
work of the Ad Hoc Group so that it can fulfil all aspectdo the Secretary-General on this issue, we firmly support the
of its mandate. convening of an international conference on the illicit arms
trade as soon as possible.
| take this opportunity to recall that last August the
Congress of Colombia adopted the Convention on My country also supports the initiative to add a
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certaiprotocol on measures to fight illicit arms-trafficking to the
Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Beonvention against transnational organized crime to be
Excessively Injurious or To Have Indiscriminate Effects andegotiated within the Commission on Crime Prevention and
the four related Protocols. It is now before the&Criminal Justice.
Constitutional Court, the last step of the ratification process.
Lastly, my delegation wishes to reaffirm its support for
It is a source of satisfaction to note that with the firsthe holding of a fourth special session of the General
40 ratifications of the Convention on the Prohibition of théssembly devoted to disarmament (SSOD IV). We are
Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnebnvinced that this is the appropriate forum to analyse the
Mines and on Their Destruction the way has now beaourse of future action on disarmament issues, arms control
cleared for its entry into force on 1 March 1999, irand other matters related to international security. We are
conformity with the provisions of article 17. My also convinced of the importance of multilateralism in the
Government has already submitted the Convention tlisarmament process and of the need to secure the full
Congress for ratification. participation of all members of the international community
in the preparation and celebration of SSOD IV.
The illicit traffic in small arms and light weapons and
their accumulation and proliferation constitute a serious Mr. Than (Myanmar): May | begin by extending the
threat to peoples and to regional and national securityarmest congratulations of the delegation of Myanmar to
contribute to aggravating tensions that lead to interngbu, Sir, on your unanimous election to the chair of the
struggles; and have a negative impact on the econonfitst Committee. Our tribute also goes to the other members
development of the countries concerned. There is widé the Bureau.
recognition of the links between criminal organizations
operating all over the world and involved in the illicit arms When we look at the horizon of arms control and
trade, drug-trafficking, money-laundering and terrorism. Idisarmament as we commence the work of the First
the western hemisphere last year a binding instrument w@emmittee at the fifty-third session, the picture that comes
adopted, the Inter-American Convention Against thimto view is not very encouraging or cheerful; it is not a
Production and lllicit Trafficking of Firearms, Munitions, bright one altogether. It is a mosaic. The overall picture is
Explosives and Other Related Materials. rather dark, sombre and dismal. Many regions and areas in
the picture are pitch dark. Some are in dim and grim light.
The time has come for the international community t®nly a few areas give out some gleaming lights.
consider action-oriented recommendations to combat the
destabilizing trafficking in small arms, as a starting point  Nuclear disarmament is at an impasse. Bilateral
for the negotiation of a global convention. Such anuclear disarmament negotiations between the United States
international convention must commit States to adopnhd the Russian Federation seem to have lost steam for the
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time being. START Il still remains unratified by thePreparatory Committee session, which was supposed to start
Russian Federation. We all wish to see the speedy ensybstantive preparatory work for the 2000 NPT Review
into force of the START Il Treaty and its full Conference, was a dismal failure.
implementation by the two major nuclear-weapon States.
We also urge them to reinvigorate their bilateral negotiation A series of underground nuclear-test explosions
process and to proceed with the START Il negotiations &®nducted in South Asia in May this year proved that the
soon as possible. NPT regime is not fully effective in containing the nuclear
genie. These nuclear tests have caused international concern.
It is not that we do not recognize the concretéds a matter of policy, Myanmar opposes any nuclear-test
measures taken by the nuclear-weapon States in the pazplosions by any country in any environment. We favour
We do recall with appreciation the deep reductions made te cessation of all nuclear-test explosions in all
the two major nuclear-weapon States in their nucleanvironments for all time. The recent nuclear-test explosions
arsenals to date, and the unilateral measures taken by sam8outh Asia are not simply an issue of nuclear tests. They
nuclear-weapon States. But one should not just glory rave raised a much deeper issue. If the nuclear-weapon
one’s past achievements and remain complacent. One mgisttes continue to be reluctant to fulfil their obligation with
move with the times and carry out the urgent, importamégard to nuclear disarmament and maintain their
tasks that lie ahead. uncompromising attitude, will the NPT be sustainable, and
can it be really effective in curbing the further proliferation
At the historic Review and Extension Conference aff nuclear weapons? It is inherent in human nature and in
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weaponthe dynamics of nuclear proliferation that if the nuclear-
(NPT), held in New York in April and May 1995, the Statesveapon States cling to the perpetual possession of nuclear
parties, including the nuclear-weapon States, made solem@apons and continue to place a high value on nuclear
and momentous commitments to, among other things, tbeterrence, it will only sharpen the appetite of the threshold
determined pursuit by the nuclear-weapon States 8fates to acquire nuclear weapons, overtly or covertly.
systematic and progressive efforts to reduce nuclear
weapons globally, with the ultimate aim of eliminating In this regard, we need to adopt a two-pronged
them, and to consider taking further steps to assure napproach. On the one hand, non-nuclear-weapon States must
nuclear-weapon States parties against the use or threatedfain from acquiring nuclear weapons. On the other hand,
use of nuclear weapons, which could take the form of ahe nuclear-weapon States must fulfil their obligation to take
internationally and legally binding instrument. more effective nuclear disarmament measures leading to the
total elimination of these weapons. An international legal
It is regrettable to note that some nuclear-weapaororm placing a total ban on nuclear weapons must be
States are not living up to these commitments. Thesstablished and effectively enforced. Nuclear disarmament
solemn commitments are not even frequently referred to and nuclear non-proliferation are indivisible and must go
reaffirmed in their statements. When such references dand in hand.
made by these States occasionally, the statements are
perfunctory and unenthusiastic. Because of that attitude and the reluctance of some
nuclear-weapon States to make advances on nuclear
The reluctance of some nuclear-weapon States to makearmament, there exists a credibility gap between the
advances on these two important issues is evident from theurclear-weapon States and non-nuclear-weapon States. The
continued opposition to the establishment of an ad hociclear-weapon States must bridge this credibility gap by
committee on nuclear disarmament in the Conference treir actual deeds and concrete measures.
Disarmament and to the negotiation of an internationally
and legally binding instrument on security assurances for Item 1 on the agenda of the Conference on
non-nuclear-weapon States. The same lack of political willisarmament is “Cessation of the nuclear arms race and
on the part of some nuclear-weapon States to move forwardclear disarmament”, yet the Conference on Disarmament
on these issues is conspicuous at the Preparatory Commitiae been denied its proper role of carrying out multilateral
meetings for the 2000 NPT Review Conference. Strongegotiations on nuclear disarmament. In the face of such an
opposition at these meetings by some nuclear-weapon Stategasse on nuclear disarmament, we need to search for a
to the formulation of even a moderate draft rolling text onew agenda that will give an impetus to international efforts
nuclear disarmament, security assurances and related is§aesthe establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free world.
at these meetings is most regrettable. The secoltyanmar stands ready to work together with other like-
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minded countries to arrive at a viable new agenda fairaft resolution will receive the widest support of Member
nuclear disarmament. States this year.

In our view, such a new agenda should include The advisory opinion of the International Court of
dealerting and deactivating nuclear weapons and thestice of 8 July 1996 on tHeegality of the Threat or Use
removal of nuclear warheads from these weapons in th&Nuclear Weaponis of great importance. It constitutes a
arsenals of nuclear-weapon States; the conclusion, as a faighificant contribution to the cause of nuclear arms control
step, of a universal and legally binding multilaterabhnd nuclear disarmament as well as to the development of
agreement, committing all States to the objective of the totaternational law. My delegation believes that, in view of
elimination of nuclear weapons; the conclusion of athe importance of the question of no first use of nuclear
internationally and legally binding instrument of the jointveapons, it may be worth while to seek another advisory
undertaking by the nuclear-weapon States not to be the figgtinion of the Court, by a General Assembly resolution, on
to use nuclear weapons; the conclusion of an internationtaé legality of the first use of nuclear weapons. My
convention on fissile materials; and the conclusion of afelegation is working with other interested delegations on
internationally and legally binding instrument on securityhis question.
assurances for non-nuclear-weapon States.

One area with some gleaming lights in the overall

Dealerting and deactivating nuclear weapons arteary picture is that of the fissile material cut-off treaty.
removing the nuclear warheads from these weapons in & welcome the establishment in the Conference on
nuclear arsenals of the nuclear-weapon States is a cru@&@armament of the Ad Hoc Committee on the prohibition
immediate step. This will reduce the risk of unauthorizedf the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons or
use, war by miscalculation or accident and the risk afther nuclear explosive devices.
precipitate decision-making to use nuclear weapons. In
times of crisis this will give a much needed precious time The Conference on Disarmament — the sole
lag that could be effectively used for conflict resolution anchultilateral negotiating forum dealing with disarmament —
for the avoidance of nuclear war. has lived up to its reputation until now and has delivered

concrete results whenever we give it an adequate mandate

Another very important immediate step is thend the necessary political support. Its role must be
conclusion of an internationally and legally bindingstrengthened in order that it may be able to respond to the
instrument enshrining the joint undertaking by the nucleaneeds of our time for the negotiation of a series of
weapon States not to be the first to use nuclear weaponulltilateral agreements on a range of issues. Our preference
Such an unambiguous agreement on no first use, reflected of course, to have an ad hoc committee on nuclear
in military doctrines and force deployments, and strialisarmament established in the Conference on Disarmament
adherence to it by the nuclear-weapon States, will in effeat the beginning of its 1999 session. However, in the event
prevent the use of nuclear weapons and the outbreaktioft consensus can be reached at its next year's session only
nuclear war. For, if the role of nuclear weapons is limitedn the re-establishment of ad hoc committees on a fissile
to deterring their use by others, the use of nuclear weapanaterial cut-off treaty and negative security assurances but
itself will lapse. The reduction of reliance on nucleanot on other agenda items, the same treatment should be
weapons under such an agreement will constitute given to nuclear disarmament as to the other remaining
significant measure of de-emphasizing the role of nucleagenda items. The possibilities must be explored of reaching
weapons and will contribute to the advancement of tlegreement on the establishment of appropriate mechanisms
cause of nuclear arms control and nuclear disarmamenton nuclear disarmament and the other remaining agenda

items, including the appointment of special coordinators.

These important immediate steps, among other things,
are embraced in Myanmar’s traditional draft resolution on  We believe that it is necessary and appropriate for
nuclear disarmament, which we, together with othdéhere to be a limited enlargement of the Conference on
sponsors, will put forward at the current session. The maldisarmament at this juncture in order to reflect present-day
thrust of the draft resolution will be once again theealities and the representative character of the membership
reiteration of our call for a phased programme of nucleaf the United Nations. In this connection, Myanmar fully
disarmament leading to the total elimination of nucleaupports the applications for Conference on Disarmament
weapons within a specified time frame. It is hoped that oumembership by Malaysia, the Philippines and Thailand.
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Turning to our region, my delegation would like torecommend the Centre's carrying on and expanding its
express its deep appreciation of the important and useédtivities in the fine tradition that it has established and
role played by the United Nations Regional Centre fanaintained for more than a decade.

Peace and Disarmament in Asia and the Pacific in

promoting a security dialogue among the Member States in We have before us a very full and heavy agenda for
the region on regional and global issues of arms control aadms control and disarmament. However, the question that
disarmament. We applaud the Centre for successfullye should not lose sight of and should give the highest
organizing regional disarmament conferences and seminprrity to, is nuclear disarmament. We must therefore do
of high value and standard for the benefit of the Membeur utmost to overcome the current impasse on this most
States in the region. We fully support and stronglgrucial question.

The Chairman: | would like to remind the Committee
that, in accordance with the Committee’s decision, the list
of speakers for the general debate on all disarmament and
international security agenda items will be closed today at
6 p.m. | urge interested delegations to inscribe their names
on the list of speakers as soon as possible.

The meeting rose at 1.20 p.m.
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