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REPORT
ATTENDANCE
1. The Working Party on Rail Transport held its fifty-second session from

5 to 7 Cctober 1998. The session was held under the Chairmanship of

M. E. Kosteas (Greece). Representatives of the followi ng ECE nenmber States
partici pated: Austria; Belgium Croatia;, Czech Republic; France; Gernmany;
Greece; Hungary; Netherl ands; Pol and; Russian Federation; Slovakia; Sloveni a;
Swi tzerl and and Ukraine. Representatives of the foll ow ng intergovernnental
organi zations al so took part in the session: Organization for Co-operation
bet ween Rai | ways (0OSzZhD); I ntergovernnental Organization for Internationa
Carriage by Rail (OTIF). The follow ng non-governmental organization was
present: International Union of Railways (U C).

ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA

2. The Working Party adopted the agenda as circulated in TRANS/ SC. 2/189 and
Add. 1.

ACTIVITIES OF ECE BODI ES OF | NTEREST TO THE WORKI NG PARTY

(a) Econoni ¢ Conmi ssion for Europe

Docunent ati on: E/ 1998/ 38- E/ ECE/ 1365.

3. The Working Party was infornmed about the results of the fifty-third
session of the Econom c¢ Conmi ssion for Europe (23-25 April 1998) and, in
particular, regarding the inplenmentation of the reform process and the

gui delines for prioritization of the work of the PSBs (E/ 1998/ 38-FE ECE/ 1365).

(b) Inland Transport Conmmittee and its subsidiary bodies

Docunent ati on: ECE/ TRANS/ 125 and Add. 1.

4, The Working Party was acquainted with the activities which had been
dealt with at the sixtieth session of the Inland Transport Committee to the
extent that they are related to the area of work of interest to the Working
Party as contained in paras. 83-92 of the Coormittee's report.

5. As to the reform process, the Wirking Party |l earned that, during its

si xtieth session (12-16 January 1998), the Committee consideredinter alia a
nunmber of aspects related to the inplication of the reform process for the
transport sector in ECE. It decided that the Principal Wrking Party on Rai
Transport should maintain its permanent character and be renamed Working Party
(ECE/ TRANS/ 125, para. 9).

6. In connection with items related to the reform process, the Wrking
Party exam ned the question of the procedure for the adoption of the report on
its session. It agreed to adopt the report at the end of its current session.

For its session in 1999, it decided to introduce on an experinental basis the
followi ng: the secretariat would prepare a list of the decisions taken to be
adopted by the Working Party. This |list would be incorporated in the report
of the session to be established subsequently by the Chairman and the Vice-
Chairman with the assistance of the secretariat after the session.
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FOLLOW UP TO THE REG ONAL CONFERENCE ON TRANSPORT AND THE ENVI RONMENT

Docunent ati on: ECE/ RCTE/ CONF. / 2/ FI NAL; ECE/ RCTE/ CONF./ 3/ FI NAL; JMTE/ 1998/ 2.

7. The Working Party was informed about the results of the Regiona
Conference on Transport and the Environnent (Vienna, 12-14 Novenber 1997) on
the basis of the Vienna Declarati on (ECE/ RCTE/ CONF./ 2/ FI NAL) and the Progranme
of Joint Action (ECE/ RCTE/ CONF./ 3/ FI NAL).

8. In this connection, it noted that the Declaration addressed a nunber of
areas outlining the interrelationship between transport and the environnent.

9. Regardi ng the Programe of Joint Action and followup to the Regi ona
Conference, the Inland Transport Conmttee decided at its sixtieth session to
review the progress achieved in the followup at its next session. 1In this

context, it requested its subsidiary bodies to include an itemon followup in
their respective agendas and to consider how they could contribute to the
obj ectives of the Conference (ECE TRANS/ 125, para. 22).

10. In line with this request and after consultation with the Chairmn, the
secretariat had identified at the international |level elenment Il (d) of the
Joi nt Programme of Action (ECE/ RCTE/ CONF./3/FINAL) as relevant for follow up
that m ght be undertaken by the Wrking Party. This information, together
with that from other intergovernnental bodies wi thin and outside the UN system
on possible followup in the framework of the Programre of Joint Action, had
been conpiled by the secretariat in docunent JMIE/1998/2 (English only) for
consi deration by the Joint Meeting on Transport and the Environment (Geneva,

7 July 1998). The report of the Joint Meeting will be contained in docunent
JMTE/ 1998/ 4.

11. After having exam ned various aspects regarding a possible contribution
it could make, the Working Party agreed to deal with itemlIll (d) at the
international |level in the Programme of Joint Action (ECE/ RCTE/ CONF./3/FI NAL).

12. The Working Party noted that these items woul d be considered together
with the proposals of other bodies at a neeting of all international

organi zations involved in the followup process to the Conference to be held
before the end of 1998.

STUDY OF THE SI TUATI ON OF THE RAI LWAYS I N MEMBER COUNTRI ES

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1998/ 1 and Adds. 1-6.

13. In respect of past and future devel opnment of rail traffic in nmenmber
countries, the Wrking Party noted that there was no consistent pattern to be
observed. While in sone countries there had been a steady decline in
passenger and goods traffic volunes during recent years, in others the

evol uti on showed a positive trend. A further differentiation also had to be
made concerni ng goods and passenger transport: whereas within a country
passenger traffic m ght be on the increase, the nunber of tons transported by
rail was decreasing. |In the case of passenger traffic, the positive trend may
be attributed to a reduced travel time - this is particularly notable in
countries where high-speed rail service are available - and to a stronger
custonmer orientation which inplies enhanced | evels of service including also
new and i nmproved product ranges.
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14. The separation of operation and infrastructure in the rail sector has
made further progress and has been enshrined in a new legal framework in |ine
with the principles of EU Directive 91/440. The reorganization of the rai
sector may inply a differentiation of the rail sector according to individua
functions to be fulfilled, i.e. long-distance passenger traffic, |ocal and
regi onal passenger traffic, goods traffic, infrastructure, etc.

15. The Working Party recognized that investnment programmes in rai

i nfrastructure focuses on the nodernization of tracks in transit corridors,
electrification of lines, upgrading of safety standards, ensuring
interoperability of lines etc. Investnment in rolling stock includes the
procurenent of electric |oconotives and a variety of rail wagons and coaches.

16. The Working Party was al so i nformed of the new conpetitive situation in
the rail sector of the Netherlands, the devel opment of rail transport between
Europe and Asia via the Trans-Si berian Railway, the interaction between high-
speed rail and air transport and the upgrading of rail infrastructure in Pan-
Eur opean Transport Corridors.

17. The Working Party expressed its appreciation for the information
submitted to the current session and asked Governnents to provide information
for its forthcom ng session on the foll ow ng points:

(i) data on past and future devel opnents of rail passenger and goods
traffic;

(ii) new devel opnents to be observed subsequent to the reorgani zation
of the rail sector with special attention to the setting-up of new
rai l way conpani es;

(iii) investments in (i) rail infrastructure and (ii) railway rolling
st ock.

18. The Working Party agreed that from 1999 onwards Covernnments shoul d
provide information on the above itens every two years. Should, however, new
devel opnments have occurred in the areas of the three itenms, Governnents nmay
submit pertinent information annually.

DETERM NATI ON OF RAI LWAY | NFRASTRUCTURE CAPACI TY | NCLUDI NG ASPECTS RELATED TO
THE FEE FOR THE USE OF THE | NFRASTRUCTURE

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1998/ 2 and Add. 1.

19. In accordance with their offer made at the fifty-first session of the
Principal Wrking Party, the representatives of the Netherlands and Spain had
prepared a note outlining the elenents for the determ nation of rail way

i nfrastructure capacity including also aspects related to the fee for the use
of the infrastructure (TRANS/ SC. 2/188, para. 11).

20. In presenting his note, the representative of the Netherlands el aborated
on the various elenents which had to be taken into account in determ ning

rai lway infrastructure capacity such as the kind of traffic, traffic during
peak and off-peak hours, capacity assigned to a rail operator, etc.

Simlarly, he referred to the fee for the use of railway infrastructure which
m ght be differentiated according to elements Iike the Iength and wei ght of



TRANS/ SC. 2/ 190
page 7

the train, the type of transport (containers, chemicals etc.), peak/off-peak
use or the specificity of the route with regard to average speed.

21. In this connection, the Wirking Party also recalled the proposals of the
EC on guidelines for infrastructure charges and capacity allocation and noted
the White Paper prepared by the European Comm ssion of “Fair Paynment for
Infrastructure use: A phased approach to a commn transport infrastructure
charging framework in the EU’, a copy of which was made available to

partici pants of the session

22. The Working Party al so discussed neasures envisaged to facilitate rai
freight on the European Freight Freeways

23. Havi ng been informed that the Dutch Governnent was in the process of
preparing rules for the use of the infrastructure, the Wrking Party asked the
representative of the Netherlands to provide for its next session information
on such rules in order to learn nmore about the practical questions to be
observed in case different rail operators use the infrastructure

24. Furthernore, having noted the activities undertaken within the EC on
rai lway infrastructure, the Wirking Party asked the EC to subnmit to its next
session pertinent information related to the progress nade.

PRODUCTI VI TY | N RAI L TRANSPORT

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1998/ 3 and Add. 1, informal papers by U C and the
secretariat.

25. The Working Party considered at sonme length the data on rai

productivity provided by OSZhD and Ul C ( TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1998/ 3 and Add. 1) and
commented on the differences in the value of productivity indicators between
countries, which mght be rather large in certain cases. 1In this connection
the Working Party recalled its observation made at previous sessions in which
it had underlined the fact that the technical, econom c, political,

geographic, etc. framework of each country was reflected, to a considerable
extent, in productivity measurenents. Bearing this in mnd, the Working Party
recogni zed that | abour productivity gauged in ternms of nunmber of enpl oyees per
km of network was distinctly different anong countries rangi ng between 0.8 and
20.5. To a certain extent only, |abour productivity is mrrored in the
productivity of freight transport: for instance, the conparison between two
countries showed that for the same | abour productivity (number of enployees/km
of network) freight transport productivity (ton-km per km of network) was nore
than five times higher in one of the two. The differences between countries
were | ess pronounced when conpari sons were made for productivity of freight
transport in ternms of ton-km enpl oyee.

26. The Working Party underlined the fact that the principal difficulty in
such conparisons was to ensure that one was conparing like with Iike. So, for
i nstance, it noted that "productivity" based on staff figures was not
satisfactory due to the varying degrees to which railways use outside firnmns.

27. It was felt that financial results in terms of revenues and costs m ght
be one of the ways to judge performance. However, there is currently
i nsufficient consistency in the way financial results are drawn up.
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28. In order to pursue discussion of this itemat its session in 1999 the
Working Party asked the representative of U C to provide data of its nenber
rail ways on the eight productivity criteria (referred to in TRANS/ SC. 2/ 189
item6) for the years 1996 and 1997 indicating also the growth rates for the

i ndi vidual criteria. The representative of OSZhD was requested to submt the
sane kind of information for the nenmber railways of his organization not being
menbers of Ul C.

29. In reply to the Wirking Party's request to the U C to anal yse the
social, technical, econonmic and political framework which has an inpact on
rail productivity (TRANS/ SC.2/188 para. 17), the representative of that
organi zation had submtted a note on a review of productivity figures for rai
transport, which was submitted to the Wrking Party as an informal paper and
which referred only to the situation in the EU and EFTA countri es.

30. Based on his note, the representative of U C explained in great detai
the interaction between the various factors influencing rail productivity.

31. In order to continue the search for nore neani ngful productivity
figures, the Working Party asked experts participating in its sessions to
provi de comrents on the explanations given in the U C note to be incorporated
subsequently in an updated version of the note which would be submitted to its
next session.

PRACTI CAL | MPLI CATI ONS OF THE RI SK ASSESSMENT TECHNI QUE

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1998/ 4 and Adds. 1- 2.

32. During its fifty-first session, the Principal Wrking Party asked the
Governments of France, Germany, Greece, the Netherlands and the United Ki ngdom
to provide for the present session a note on the experience gained with the

ri sk assessment techni que (TRANS/ SC. 2/188, para. 21). The Working Party noted
that Germany had included its contribution on this itemin point (b) of
document TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1998/ 13/ Add. 1, submitted to the current session.

33. Based on the docunmentation submtted, the Working Party stressed the
need to assess the risks of transport activities on the grounds of a
consi stent and rationalized risk approach. In this connection, the Working

Party also recalled that safety-related | egislation had been put in place
whi ch required that reasonably practical measures be applied to control risks
and ensure safety.

34. The Working Party felt that it would be useful for countries to have a
common approach to risk assessnent regarding rail transport in order to enable
resources to be allocated to the best effect.

35. Bearing this in mnd, the Wrking Party asked the representative of the
Net herl ands to provide a copy of the guidelines applied for risk assessnent
policy, which mght be taken as a basis for further work in this area.

36. Moreover, the Working Party asked the secretariat to prepare a synthesis
of the information subnmitted on the risk assessment technique with a viewto
conparing the various approaches and identifying conmon features.
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FACI LI TATI ON OF BORDER CROSSI NG | N | NTERNATI ONAL RAI L TRANSPORT

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1998/ 5 and Adds. 1-7; TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1998/ 17.

37. At their fifty-first and sixtieth sessions, respectively, the Principa
Working Party and the Inland Transport Commi ttee di scussed the question of
facilitation of border crossing in international rail transport
(TRANS/ SC. 2/ 188, paras. 22-27; ECE/ TRANS/ 125, para. 90). In accordance with a
request of the Principal Wrking Party, Governnments submitted information on
the itens indicated in TRANS/ SC. 2/ 188, para. 22.

38. The Working Party noted that the border stopping tine of passenger and
goods trains mght vary substantially at min border crossings according to
countries and that there was still quite a potential for inprovenent.

Progress has been realized in reducing further the delay of passenger trains

t hrough the sharing of custons and passport controls, which elimnated
unnecessary del ays at borders. In freight transport, it is advocated to

i mpl ement border controls and phytosanitary controls at term nals of departure
and arrival. A nunber of bi- and nultilateral contacts have taken place

bet ween Governnments and railways of nei ghbouring countries focusing on the
accel eration of border crossing procedures in international rail traffic.

39. The Working Party was infornmed that the ITC at its sixtieth session had
endorsed its decision regarding a maximumtime limt of 60 mnutes for the
border delay of shuttle trains.

40. The Working Party considered in detail the draft resolution on the
reducti on of the border stopping tinme of shuttle trains in international
traffic and commented on a nunber of aspects contained therein. In view of
the wi de range of services addressed in border control procedures such as
custons, police, technical, sanitary and phytosanitary controls, the Working
Party decided that the draft Resolution should be submtted for adoption to
the Inland Transport Conmittee. The text of the Resolution as agreed upon by
the Working Party is reproduced in annex 1 to the report.

41. The Chairman infornmed the Working Party that, in the framework of the
Sout h East European Cooperative Initiative (SECI), the question of reducing
the time spent by shuttle trains at major border crossings had al so been

raised. 1In order to inprove international rail transport in the SECI region
inline with the decision of the Wirking Party on Rail Transport, the
conpetent SECI-Worki ng G oup on Transport Infrastructure will consider, with

the help of an informal ad hoc neeting, the border delay of shuttle trains
running on a daily/weekly basis from Sopron via Bucharest, Sofia to
Thessal oni ki and from Sofia to |Istanbul

42. The Working Party asked its Chairman to keep it inforned, at its next
session, of the progress arrived at in inproving international rail traffic in
the context of the SECI project.

43. The Working Party agreed to continue to nonitor the inprovenents
realized in international traffic in border crossing and requested Governnents
to submt information to its next session on the follow ng itemns:

(i) average tinme spent by passenger and goods trains at main border
Crossi ngs;
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(ii) the progress nmade (in m nutes) subsequent to the inplenentation of
measures taken by Governnents (e.g. for custons, police, sanitary
and phytosanitary controls) and railways (e.g. for technical
controls) for passenger and freight trains to reduce the del ays
duri ng border crossing;

(iii) other measures that are envisaged in future to elimnate del ays
during the crossing of borders;

(iv) succinct reports on bilateral and nultilateral contacts which have
taken pl ace between Governnents and railways of neighbouring
countries in order to inprove the crossing of borders in
international rail traffic.

HARMONI ZATI ON OF CONDI TI ONS OF DI FFERENT RAI L TRANSPORT SYSTEMS

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1998/ 7 and Add. 1.

44, At its fifty-first session, the Principal Wrking Party discussedinter
alia the question of the harnoni zation of conditions of two different |ega
rail transport systens, namely the COTlIF/ CIM and the SMGS for freight
transport as well as the COTIF/ CIV and the SMPS for passenger transport
(TRANS/ SC. 2/ 188, paras. 28-31). Taking into account the work of the

I nt ergovernmental Organization for International Carriage by Rail (OTlIF) and
the Organi zation for Cooperation between Railways (0OSZhD) in this area, the
Princi pal Wrking Party requested both organizations to submt further

i nformati on on progress nmade in the elimnation of difficulties arising from
the two different | egal systens in international carriage by rail

45. The representative of OTlIF pointed out that the contribution provided in
the past by his organi zati on on the subject under discussion was still valid.
He felt that the easiest solution for harnonization of the two | egal systens
woul d be for a large nunber of States currently only applying the SMES and
SMPS agreenents to accede to OTIF.

46. The representative of OSZhD recalled efforts nade by his organization
and OTIF in the past to overcone the problens encountered to harnoni ze the
conditions of the two | egal systenms. He felt that further efforts had to be
made in order to devel op gradually the appropriate solutions to overcone the
problem of the two | egal systems. He thought that, on the basis of practica
experi ences nmade on specific transport routes, a general solution could be
devel oped.

47. The representative of Ukraine stressed the inportance of experinmental
routes and continuing the search for finding appropriate solutions by neans of
joint efforts of OIlF and OSZhD

48. The Working Party agreed to consider this itemevery two years and
encouraged both organi zations to continue in their endeavours to harnonize the
conditions of the two legal rail transport systenms and requested themto
submit to its session in the year 2000 a report on the progress made.
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DEVELOPMENT OF A EUROCPEAN CONVENTI ONAL AND HI GH- SPEED RAI LWAY NETWORK
Docunents: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1998/ 8 and Adds. 1-6 and TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1998/ 15.

49. The Working Party noted the extensive and useful information which had
been submitted by Governnents and international organizations.

50. The Working Party agreed to continue to consider this itemalso in
future and asked CGovernnents, the EC, U C and OSZhD to provide for its next
session informati on on devel opments of (i) a European conventional railway
network and (ii) a European high-speed railway network (including information
on the conplenentarity between high-speed rail and air transport, regiona
devel opnent, regional transport and urban transport).

EUROPEAN AGREEMENT ON MAI N | NTERNATI ONAL RAI LWAY LI NES ( AGC)

(a) Situation regarding the application of the AGC

51. The Working Party recall ed decision F (43) adopted at the forty-third
session of the Comm ssion inviting "the Governnments of ECE nmenber States to
consi der taking all necessary steps in order to beconme Parties to the AGC'

(E/ 1988/ 36- E/ ECE/ 1170, chapter 1V) and noted that the followi ng countries are
at present Parties to the AGC, bringing the total nunmber of Contracting
Parties to 22: Belarus; Bosnia and Herzegovi na (succession); Bulgaria; Croatia
(succession); Czech Republic (succession); France; Germany; G eece; Hungary;
Italy; Luxenmbourg; Republic of Ml dova (succession); Poland; Portugal;

Romani a; Russi an Federation; Slovakia (succession); Slovenia (succession); The
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (succession); Turkey; Ukraine;
Yugosl avi a.

52. The Working Party noted that the amendnents proposed by Italy (on behal f
of Portugal) and the Republic of Ml dova, which have been considered and
adopted at the fiftieth session of the Principal Wrking Party entered into
force on 12 February 1998 (Depositary Notification: C N 457.1997,

Treaties -2).

53. The Working Party was also inforned that the representative of Bel gi um
had informed the Inland Transport Committee at its fifty-eighth session that

procedures were under way in his country to becone a Contracting Party to the
AGC (ECE/ TRANS/ 116, para. 19).

54. The Working Party took note that the Government of Austria envisaged to
start the ratification procedure for beconm ng a Contracting Party to the ACGC
in early 1999.

55. Finally, the Working Party noted the situation with respect to the
application of the AGC Agreenment in nmenber countries and invited those
Governnents whi ch had not yet acceded to the Agreement to exam ne the
possibility of doing so. It asked those Governnments which had not yet

i nformed the secretariat of (i) the reason which had not yet permtted themto
become a Party to the said Agreenent and (ii) the possibility of acceding to
it in the future, to do so as soon as possible.
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(b) Amendnents proposed to Annex | of the AGC Agreenent

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1998/ 9.

56. At their fifty-first and sixtieth sessions respectively, the Principa
Working Party on Rail Transport and the Inland Transport Conmittee continued
di scussi on of the extension of the AGC network to central Asian and Caucasus
ECE nmenber States. Both bodies requested the secretariat to continue work,
through its Regional Adviser, on the establishment of a coherent rai
transport network in this region and to present a draft for consideration at
the next session of the Wirking Party (TRANS/ SC.2/188, paras. 43-45 and

ECE/ TRANS/ 125, para. 85).

57. In accordance with the request of the Principal Wrking Party and the
Committee and bearing in mnd the activities undertaken by the Organization
for Co-operation between Railways (0OSzZhD) and the Econom c and Socia

Commi ssion for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) regarding the devel opment of rai
networks in the region, the secretariat had prepared a draft map of a rai
transport network in central Asian and Caucasus ECE nenber countries, which is
an extension of the network as laid down in the AGC Agreenent.

58. A menber of the secretariat informed the Working Party that the
anmendnment proposals concerning the extension of the AGC railway |lines to
central Asian and Caucasus ECE nenber countries would be transmtted for
comments, in due course, to the Governments concerned

59. Recal i ng Commi ssion decisions H (50) as well as the Conmittee's

deci sion taken at its fifty-ninth session (ECE/ TRANS/ 119, paras. 90 and 91),
the Working Party invited all central Asian and Caucasus countries to becone
Contracting Parties to the AGC Agreenent.

(c) Total train traffic on the AGC network in 1990

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1998/ 18.

60. At its fifty-first session, the Principal Wrking Party reiterated its
request that the Governnents of Bosnia and Herzegovi na, G eece, the

Net her | ands and the Ukraine submt data on total train traffic for 1990 as
soon as possible for consideration at its current session (TRANS/ SC. 2/188,
paras. 46-47).

61. The Working Party took note of the data which had been subnmitted by
G eece.

62. The Working Party requested Governnents to provide for its next session
data on total train traffic on the AGC network in 1995.

(d) Location of inportant marshalling yards within the European railway
net wor k

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1998/ 10 and Add. 1; informal paper prepared by the
secretariat.

63. At its fifty-first session, the Principal Wrking Party took note of the
i nformation submtted on inportant marshalling yards within the European
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railway network in Annex 1 to resolution No. 66/ Rev.1 (TRANS/ SC. 2/165/ Rev. 1)
and requested those Governnments which had not yet updated the |ist of
marshal ling yards to do so as soon as possible (TRANS/ SC. 2/ 188, paras. 50-51).

64. The Working Party noted that countries had updated their respective
lists of inportant marshalling yards within the European railway network. In
this connection, it also pointed out that, although it had been originally
envi saged to reduce the nunber of yards (see al so TRANS/ SC. 2/ 178, para. 43),
this objective had not been attained in a nunber of cases as is evidenced by
the replies received.

65. Therefore, the Working Party asked the secretariat (i) to send the |ist
of marshalling yards to the countries concerned asking themto review the |ist
once again with a view to, possibly, reducing the nunmber of yards and (ii) to
di stributing, subsequently, the list as an annex to resolution No. 66 in a
Revi sion No. 2 of document TRANS/ SC. 2/ 165/ Rev. 1.

EUROPEAN RESEARCH PROGRAMVE FOR TRANSPORT ( EURET)

Docunent ati on: I nformal papers by the EC

66. At its fiftieth session, the Principal Wrking Party requested the
representative of the EC to provide information on the European Rail Traffic
Managenment System as well as the future devel opnent of the Community research
progranme ( TRANS/ SC. 2/ 186, paras. 71-73).

67. As the representative of the EC was absent at the current session, the
Wor ki ng Party decided to consider the papers concerning the "European Rai
Traffic Management System (ERTMS)", the "5th Framework Programme for Research
and Technol ogi cal Devel opment™, the "Innovation through Cooperation in Rai

Si gnal i ng- The Community's ERTMS Initiative" and an "overview of projects
supported under the 4th Framework Programme of the European Conmunity", at its
next session.

TRANS- EUROPEAN RAI LWAY ( TER) PRQJECT

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1998/ 6.

68. A nenber of the secretariat informed the Working Party of the principa
activities which had been carried out recently in the TER project and referred
in this context to the technical, |egal and econom c aspects which are
mentioned in detail in docunent TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1998/ 6.

69. Recal ling the inportance of the work undertaken, the Wrking Party asked
the secretariat to report also at its next session on new devel opnents within
the TER project.

APPLI CATI ON OF SUMVER TI ME

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1998/ 12 and Adds. 1-6; TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1998/ 16.

70. At their fifty-first and sixtieth sessions, respectively, the Principa
Working Party and the Inland Transport Committee di scussed questions
concerning the application of summer tine in Europe (TRANS/ SC. 2/188, paras.
60-67; ECE/ TRANS/ 125, paras. 91 and 92).
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71. Fol l owi ng a request of the Principal Wrking Party, Governnents and the
EC had provided information on sumrer time arrangenents for consideration at
the current session.

72. It was recalled that, according to the Eighth Directive of the European
Parliament (EP) and of the Council (22 July 1997), a harnoni zed begi nni ng and
end of summrer tine had been determined in the European Union for the years
1998 to 2001, i.e. the last Sunday in March and the |ast Sunday in October.

73. The Working Party al so took note of a docunent prepared by the
secretariat on an overview of sumrer tine arrangenents in Europe
( TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1997/ 16) .

74. In view of the advantages of conmon dates for the application of sumer
time for ECE nenber countries, the Working Party reiterated its appeal to
Governments to pursue also in future the goal of a harnonized begi nning and
end of sumrer tinme in Europe.

75. In order to continue its discussion of sumer tinme arrangenents, the
Working Party asked Governments and the EC to provide the secretariat with
i nformati on on sumrer tine arrangenents to be considered at its next session

76. Furthernore, the Working Party requested Governnments to study the
possibility of extending sumrer tinme for a |onger period and to provide that a
medi umterm period be applied for the sane years in all European ECE nenber
countries.

ASSI STANCE TO COUNTRI ES | N TRANSI TI ON

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ WP. 5/ 1998/ 7.

77. The Working Party took note of the assistance provided to countries in
transition as presented in docunent TRANS/ WP.5/1998/7 and underlined, in
particular, the inmportance of the sem nar on railway safety and speed

i ncreases, which was held in Paris from22 to 24 Septenber 1997.

78. The Working Party asked Governnents and international organizations to
informthe secretariat on (i) specific itenms concerning transition countries,
whi ch mght be included in its programre of work and on (ii) topics which
could be inserted in the list of workshops of the Comrittee (see

ECE/ TRANS/ 125/ Add. 1, programre el enent 02.1.1, item"o").

79. The Working Party | earned that, in accordance with a European Directive,
fromthe year 2001 onwards a safety advi ser nust be anmong the staff of
transport firnms which deal with hazardous substances. It felt that it would
be appropriate to provide training for the education of such advisers.

| NFORMATI ON ON DEVELOPMENTS | N VARI OQUS RAI LWAY FI ELDS

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1998/ 13 and Adds. 1-6.

80. The Working Party considered the above docunments and, in view of the
useful ness of the information provided, asked Governments and internationa
organi zations to submt relevant material on sub-itenms (a) through (d) as
menti oned under item 16 of the agenda TRANS/ SC. 2/189 to the secretariat before
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the next session of the Working Partyin case there should be new devel opnents
in the interim

DRAFT PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR 1999-2003

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1998/ 14.

81. In considering the draft programe of work, the Wdrking Party took into
account further guidelines for the presentation of activities of the Inland
Transport Conm ttee's progranme of work adopted at the sixtieth session of the
Committee (12-16 January 1998) (ECE/ TRANS/ 125, paras. 138-145) as well as the
deci sion taken by the Commission, at its fifty-third session

(21-23 April 1998), regarding "Common Guidelines for Prioritization of the
Work of the PSBs" (E/1998/38-E ECE/ 1365, para. 29).

82. Referring to its discussion on followup to the Regional Conference on
Transport and the Environnment (para. 11), the Wrking Party decided that the
pertinent item of the Programe of Joint Action (ECE/ RCTE/ CONF./ 3/ FI NAL)
shoul d be included in its programe of work.

83. The Working Party adopted its progranme of work as reproduced in annex 2
to this report.

OTHER BUSI NESS

Date of the next session

84. The Working Party noted that its next session was tentatively schedul ed
to be held from6 to 8 Cctober 1999.

ADOPTI ON OF THE REPORT
85. In accordance with established practice, the Working Party adopted the

report of its fifty-second session on the basis of the draft prepared by the
secretari at.
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DRAFT RESOLUTI ON

THE REDUCTI ON OF THE BORDER STOPPI NG TI ME OF
SHUTTLE TRAI'NS | N | NTERNATI ONAL TRAFFI C

The Inland Transport Conmittee

Recalling the overall objective of transport policy to further
efficient, coherent, balanced and flexible transport systems which neet the
econom ¢, social, environnental and safety requirements of ECE menber
Government s,

Stressing the increasing need to pursue the objective of sustainable
transport devel opnent by neans of pronoting the use of environnentally sound
nmodes of transport including the devel opnent of rail transport,

Consci ous of the inportance of the difficulties still encountered by
rail transport at border crossings, which are detrinental to the free novenent
of passengers and goods,

Noting in this connection that state frontiers are gradually
di sappearing while rail frontiers are still difficult to cross,

Reaffirm ng the need to pronote the facilitation of international rai
transport, in particular, through the sinplification and harnoni zation of
adm ni strative and technical border crossing procedures and docunentati on,

Underlining the inportance of the work carried out by ECE ainming at the
facilitation of border crossing in international rail traffic,

Noting with satisfaction the wi de range of neasures whi ch have been
applied by joint actions of railways and Governments to accel erate passenger
and goods traffic by rail and the progress nade due to these nmeasures,

1. Appreciates the efforts made by Governnments and railways to
reduce, in particular, the delay of shuttle trains in passenger and goods
traffic at borders;

2. Notes that, despite these efforts, substantial delay of shuttle
trains at borders is still to be observed, which reduces considerably the
conpetitiveness of rail transport in the transport narket;

3. Wth the precise aimof inmproving the services offered by
international rail transport and increasing the conpetitiveness of the rai
sector

(a) Invites the ECE nenmber CGovernments to intensify their efforts to
seek swiftly within the framework of their conpetence a solution
tolimt overall to 60 minutes (30 mnutes for each of the
nei ghbouring countries) the waiting time of shuttle trains at
bor ders;
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(b) Al so invites non-governnental international organizations
specialized in the rail sector to encourage their nenber rail
conmpanies to do the sane in the area of their conpetence

4, Asks the Working Party to nonitor inplenmentation of the Resolution
and to report to it on the progress nmade.
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DRAFT PROGRAMVE OF WORK FOR 1999-2003
PROGRAMVE ACTI VI TY 02. 4: RAI L TRANSPORT
02.4.1 Rail transport infrastructure Priority: 1

l. Revi ew of the situation concerning the inplementation and possible
anendnments to the European Agreenment on Main International Railway Lines
(AGC) .

Description: Study of possibilities for the inprovenent of international rai
transport.

Wrk to be undertaken The Working Party on Rail Transport will carry out the
followi ng activities:

CONTI NUI NG ACTI VI TI ES

(a) Consi deration of the AGC Agreenent with a view to possibly: inplenmenting
and, whenever feasible inproving existing standards and operati onal
par anet er s;
taking into account new east-west traffic flows;
rai sing environnmental, energy and safety standards;
taking into account the ECE Conventions on the Environnent.
(Continuing); Qutput expected: Report on anendnent of the AGC network;
Report on the devel opnent of a European conventional and hi gh-speed
rail way network. (1999) Priority: |

(b)[(c)] Consi deration of the influence[on railways] of internodal transport

techni ques, especially those concerning investnment, as well as the

har noni zati on of rolling stock and speedon railways to facilitate the
integration of these techniques into the railway systemand to create
general interoperability. (Continuing); Qutput expected: Report on

investnment in rail infrastructure and railway rolling stock in nember
countries. (1999) Priority: 1

(o)[(d)] Periodic review of the list of marshalling yards of internationa

i nportance with a viewto cutting down their nunbers. (Continuing);
Qut put expected: Updated report on the location of inportant marshalling
yards wi thin the European railway network. (1999) Priority: 2

Note: Changes or additions to the text adopted by the Inland Transport
Committee at its sixtieth session (ECE/ TRANS/ 125/ Add.1) are shown in bold
character while the texts proposed for del etion have been placed in square
brackets.
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ACTIVITIES OF A LI M TED DURATI ON

(d)[(b)] Periodically survey passenger and goods traffic on the various sections

of lines of the AGC network in order to provide support for transport

pl anning; the [first] second survey is based on data for [1990] 1995
[(1998)]; Qutput expected: Report on total train traffic on the AGC
network in 1995. (1999) Priority: 2

. Speci al project: Trans-European Railway (TER)

Description: Wthin the framework of the UN ECE, the TER countries have
establi shed an appropriate adm nistrative and financial framework, with the
aimof developing a rail network as part of an integrated European
international rail system

Wrk to be undertaken

(a) Consi deration of specific project devel opments to pronote internationa
rail traffic. (Continuing); Output expected: Annual progress report on

activities carried out within the TER project. Priority: 1
(b) Consi deration of possibilities for financing of TER in order to pronote

the upgradi ng and construction of internationally inmportant rail |ines.

(Conti nui ng) Priority: 3
(c) Consi deration of possible utilization of the results achieved under the

project in other UNVECE activities in the field of rail infrastructure

i ncludi ng the inplenentation of AGC and AGIC in order to benefit from

mut ual experiences. (Continuing) Priority: 2

I1l. Interregional Cooperation

Description: Cooperation with other regional conmm ssions and internationa
bodi es involved in devel opnment of interregional |inks.

Wrk to be undertaken The Working Party will be kept inforned of exchanges of
i nformati on between the secretariats of the regional conm ssions and ot her
i nternational bodies in order to benefit from experiences gained in other

regions of the world. (Continuing) Priority: 3
02.4.2 Har npni zation of requirenents concerning international railway
transport including rail safety and facilitation of its operations
Priority: 1
Description:

(a) Sinplification and harnoni zati on of administrative formalities,
particularly, for docunments and procedures at border-crossing.

(b) Har noni zati on of and search for standardized requirenents concerning the
utilization of railway infrastructure including conputerization aspects.

(c) El aborati on of proposals and preparation of studies ainmed at
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strengt heni ng, consolidating and extending the position of rai
transport on international transport markets.

[(d)][Study of interface problems of railways having different gauges
(transshi pment / gauge changi ng procedures, |ogistic arrangenents to
support transshi pnment processes).]

(d[(e)] Anal ysis of problens relating to the harnonization and inprovenment of
rail safety.

(e)[(f)] [ Consi deration] Monitoring of devel opnments of |egal regulations
applicable to the contract for the transport of goods and passengers by
rail so as to establish a standard | egal system (harnonization of the
SMGS/ SMPS and CI M ClV systens).

Wrk to be undertaken The Working Party on Rail Transport will carry out the
followi ng activities:

CONTI NUI NG ACTI VI TI ES

(a) Consi deration of specific difficulties encountered at border-crossings
in the transport of passengers and goods by rail with a viewto
accel erating border crossing operations and establishing a programme to
deal with problems common to several routes. (Continuing); Qutput
expected: Report on bi- and multilateral contacts of Governnents and
railways to i nprove the crossing of borders in international rai
traffic. (1999) Priority: 1

(b) Consi deration of followup of the inplenmentation of reconmendati ons and
preparation of new texts or anendnents to existing texts, if necessary,
notably concerning the facilitation of border crossing with the aimto
i nprove international rail traffic. (Continuing) Priority: 1

(c) Revi ew of requirenments concerning railway operations and regul ati ons,
reduction of transport time and inprovenment in the precision of
novenents in the international carriage of goods, new operative
devel opnents in rail transport, the integration of services of different

rai l ways. (continuing) Priority: 2

(d) [t] The study of the possibilities for harnonizing the application and
periods of summer tinme with a view to upgrading transport quality in
rail transport. (Continuing); Qutput expected: Report on the application
of sumer tinme. (1999) Priority: 1

(e) Anal ysis of Governnent policies concerning rail safety to contribute to
an inmprovenment of safety in international transport. (Continuing);
Qut put expected: Report on the risk assessment technique in rai
transport. (1999) Priority: 1
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ACTIVITIES OF A LI M TED DURATI ON

(F)[(d)]

(9)[(F)]

Anal ysis of the various elenents of productivity in rail transport and
the possibilities to increase rail productivity in particular for
international transport. [(1998)]; Cutput expected: Report on the
devel opnment of productivity in rail transport in nmenber countries.

(1999) Priority: 2

Consi deration on the basis of reports by the international organizations
concerned of the progress acconplished on the harnonization of |ega
regul ations applicable to the contract for the transport of goods and
passengers by rail to ensure conpatibility of the regulation concerned.
[(1998)]; Qutput expected: Report by international organizations
concerned on the progress made in the elimnation of difficulties
arising fromdifferent |egal systens in international rail transport.

(2000) Priority: 3



