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ATTENDANCE

1. The Working Party on Road Traffic Safety held its thirty-first session
in Geneva from1l to 4 Septenber 1998 under the chairmanship of M. J. Busstra
(Net herlands). Representatives of the follow ng ECE nenber States

partici pated: Austria; Belarus; Belgium Bulgaria; Czech Republic; Denmark;
Estoni a; Finland; France; Germany; Hungary; Israel; Italy; Latvia; Luxenbourg;
Net her| ands; Norway; Pol and; Portugal; Romani a; Russian Federation; Slovakia;
Spai n; Sweden; Switzerland; Ukraine. The follow ng intergovernmental

organi zati on was represented: European Conference of Mnisters of Transport
(ECMI). The follow ng non-governnental organizations were represented:

Conf éderation Internationale d Experts et Conseils (ClDADEC); European
Federation of Road Traffic Victims (FEVR); International Autonobile
Federation/International Touring Alliance (FIA/AIT); International Federation
of Motorcyclists (IFM; International Federation of Pedestrians (FIP);

I nternational Mtorcycle Manufacturers Association (I MVA); International Road
Transport Union (IRU).

ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA

Docunent ation: TRANS/ WP. 1/61.

2. The Working Party adopted the provisional agenda prepared by the
secretariat. Sone additional official working documents were introduced.
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PART A OF THE REPORT

AMENDMVENTS TO AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE 1968 CONVENTI ONS ON ROAD TRAFFI C AND
ON ROAD SI GNS AND SI GNALS AND THE 1971 EUROPEAN AGREEMENTS SUPPLEMENTI NG THEM

(a) Questionnaire on the inplenentation of the Vienna Conventions and the
1971 European Agreenents

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 1/ WP. 1/ R. 144; TRANS/ SC. 1/ WP. 1/ 1997/ 8 and Add. 1;
TRANS/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 12.

3. It was recalled that the Working Party at its thirtieth session
considered that it was inmportant to nmonitor the inplenmentation of the Vienna
Conventions and of the European Agreenments supplenenting themin order to be
able to identify possible problenms and try consequently to elimnate them
through the established anendi ng procedure. The Wbrking Party agreed to
continue its work on this item by considering the follow ng
(TRANS/ SC. 1/ WP. 1/ 60, paras. 7 and 8):

(i) Are the provisions of the above-nentioned instrunents fully transcribed
into national |egislation or have they been adapted?

(ii) What problens have been identified in the course of their
i npl enmentati on, how have they been solved and was there a need for
addi ti onal rul es?

(iii) Are there special issues which need to be brought to the attention of
the Working Party?

4, The Chairman of the small group which had been set up at the thirtieth
session of WP.1 with a nandate to prepare a working plan addressing the issue
of inplementation of the instruments in question presented the findings of the
smal | group (TRANS/WP. 1/1998/12), identifying the objectives, action to be
taken and a tinmetable for consideration by the Working Party.

5. The Working Party thanked the nenbers of the small group and endorsed
the objectives and actions as fornulated in TRANS/ WP. 1/1998/12. It also
agreed to the timetabl e suggested by the small group in the above docunent and
requested it to prepare by the thirty-second session of WP.1 a questionnaire
whi ch woul d hel p menber States in the identification of particular problens
and special issues encountered by them during the inplenmentation of the

i nstrunents in question.

6. Recogni zi ng the inportance of the work to be undertaken, the Wrking
Party enlarged the nenbership of the small group with the del egation of the
Russi an Federati on which volunteered to contribute to the drafting of the
guestionnaire

(b) Docunents transmtted by ECMI

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 1/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 1; TRANS/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 3; TRANS/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 4;
TRANS/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 7 and Add. 1; TRANS/ Wp. 1/ 1998/ 13.

7. The Working Party considered this itemon the basis of docunent
TRANS/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 3 prepared by the secretariat followi ng the prelimnary
deci sions taken by the Working Party at its thirtieth session on proposed ECMI
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anendnments to the Vienna Conventions regarding cyclists and nopeds
(TRANS/ SC. 1/ WP. 1/ 60, para. 10).

Convention on Road Traffic

8. Wth regard to the amendnent proposed by ECMI to Article 1, the Wrking
Party agreed to the definition of cycle track proposed by Italy in
TRANS/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 13 anmended to read (in bold type):

"The term "cycle track"” defines a road or part of a road reserved for cycles
and signed as such. A "cycle track”™ may be part of the carriageway(cycle
lane) or on its own separate alignment. A cycle track which is part of the
carriageway may be indicated by horizontal signs, and vertical signs may al so
be added. On the other hand, a "cycle track” which is on its own separate

al i gnment nust be indicated by vertical signs, and may al so have hori zontal
signs. If national legislation permts, "cycle tracks" may al so be used by
nopeds and ot her cycles.”

9. However, the Working Party felt that the above definition of the term
"cycle track™ used as a generic termfor description of a way specifically
reserved for cycles needed further study and agreed to come back to it at its
thirty-second session, asking delegates to exanm ne whether the new definition
isinline with the meaning of this termcurrently used in the Vienna
Conventions as well as with the provisions of their relevant nationa

| egislation. The delegates of Israel and Italy offered to provide a revised
version of the definition for the Working Party's thirty-second session.

10. As concerned the proposed new paragraph (c) to Article 11.1, the Wrking
Party opted for the followi ng text which it stressed did not prevent countries
fromrequiring stricter provisions in their national legislation if they so

Wi shed:

"(c) Donestic |legislation may authorize cyclists and noped riders to overtake
on the side which corresponds to the direction of the traffic.”

11. Regardi ng the proposed anendnment to Article 16.1 (b), the Wrking Party
adopted the text as proposed by ECMI in TRANS/ SC. 1/ WpP. 1/ 1998/ 1, para. 6
r eadi ng:

"(b) If he wishes to turn off on the other side, and subject to such other
provi sions as Contracting Parties or subdivisions thereof may enact for
cycl es and nmopeds enabling themto change direction by crossing the
intersection in two separate stages, nove as close as possible to the
centre line of the carriageway if it is a two-way carriageway or to the
edge opposite to the side appropriate to the direction of traffic if it
is a one-way carriageway and, if he wi shes to enter another two-way
road, make his turn so as to enter the carriageway of such other road on
the side appropriate to the direction of traffic.”

12. The Working Party adopted the proposed anendnent to Article 16.2
nodified as follows (in bold type):

"2. VWi |l e changing direction, the driver shall, w thout prejudice to the
provi sions of Article 21 of this Convention regardi ng pedestrians, all ow oad
users to pass on the carriageway, or on other parts of the sane road, he is
preparing to | eave."”
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13. The Working Party adopted the new Article 21bis as proposed by ECM:
"Article 21 bis

Behavi our of notor-vehicle drivers towards cyclists and two-wheel ed
noped riders

Wt hout prejudice to Articles 11 and 12 of this Convention, drivers of notor
vehicles shall |eave a sufficient safety gap between their vehicle and the
cycle or (two-wheel ed) noped which they are overtaking or passing in the
opposite direction.

When passing an oncom ng two-wheeler, the drivers of notor vehicles shall slow
down if specific circunstances prevent their leaving a sufficient safety gap
between their vehicle and the cycle or (two-wheel ed) noped; if necessary,
drivers shall stop."

14. The Working Party adopted the anendment to Article 23.3(a)(i) as
proposed by ECMI readi ng:

"(i) Wthin 5 mbefore pedestrian crossings and crossings for cyclists, on
pedestrian crossings, on crossings for cyclists, and on | evel
crossings."

15. The Working Party adopted the amendment to Article 23.6 as proposed by
ECMI readi ng:

"6. Nothing in this Article shall be construed as preventing Contracting
Parties or subdivisions thereof fromintroducing other provisions on parking
and standing or from nmaeking individual provisions for the standing and parKking
of bicycles and two-wheel ed nopeds. "

Convention on Road Signs and Signals

16. Regardi ng the proposed anendnent to Annex 2, paragraph 39 contained in
docunent TRANS/ WP. 1/1998/3, the Working Party agreed that it should not be
consi der ed.

17. As concerned the two options presented for signs for contrafl ow
cyclists, the majority of delegations was in favour of the signs proposed by
ECMT in TRANS/ SC. 1/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 1 using pictogranmes rather than text. It was
felt, however, that they were not in accordance with the principles of signing
as reflected in the Vienna Convention on Road Signs and Signals (CSR) and, in
particular, with the provision contained in para. 4 of Section H, annex 1 of
CSR, which directly indicates that regulatory signs may be restricted to
particul ar road users by displaying the synbol for their category such as H 3§
H, 5% H,6 etc. The Working Party confirmed, therefore, its decision as stated
in TRANS/ SC. 1/ WP. 1/ 60, para. 10 (vii). The text appearing in
TRANS/ SC. 1/ WP. 1/ 60, para. 10 (viii) was nodified to read

"(viii) VWere contraflow cycle traffic is permtted on an otherw se one-
way street a cycle | ane should be marked on the carriageway;".
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18. The Working Party had a detail ed discussion on the proposed anmendnents
to article 21(a) and (b) as well as to article 11.9 of the Vienna Convention
on Road Traffic (CCR), concerning behaviour at pedestrian crossings and
overtaking in the vicinity of pedestrian crossings, as set out in the docunent
received from ECMI ( TRANS/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 4, paras. 1.4 and 2). There was a general
feeling, however, that the text of the above articles should be left
unchanged. It was also felt that national authorities were free to apply
stricter or nore detailed provisions than those stipulated in article 11.9
regarding, in particular, the distance froma pedestrian crossing at which
overtaking is forbidden.

(c) International driving permt

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 9.

19. It was recalled that the Wrrking Party, at its thirtieth session, had
set up a small informal group (Czech Republic, Israel, Sweden and Al T/FlA)
whi ch had been requested to produce a working docunent justifying the
inclusion of the itemon international driving permits in its agenda
(TRANS/ SC. 1/ WP. / 60, paras. 12-16).

20. The considerations of the small group reproduced in TRANS/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 9
gave rise to an extensive exchange of views by del egates on the problens
relating to both International (1DP) and Donmestic (DDP) driving permts. The
comrents and views of delegates on this issue could be sumrarized as foll ows:

(i) al t hough sonme del egates were of the opinion that the harnonized
nmodel of driving permts set out in the Convention was sufficient,
it was felt that the standardi zation of DDPs in the way recently
undertaken within the European Union (EU) could be a solution to
the problem of the fraudul ent issuance and use of |IDPs since there
woul d no | onger be any need for | DPs;

(ii) both the 1949 and 1968 Road Traffic Conventions provide for unified
nodel s of 1 DPs and DDPs; the problemis, however, who is authorized
to issue IDPs. It was proposed that this function should bel ong

exclusively to State bodies as is currently the case with the
i ssuance of DDPs, and not to private entities;

(iii) the holder of an IDP should be required at any tine to present
hi s/ her DDP on the basis of which the |IDP was issued,

(iv) the provisions of the 1949 and 1968 Conventions relating to |DPs
shoul d be harnoni zed;

(v) the IDP is a docunment of the past and its use should be ceased
t hrough an amendment of the Convention with due consideration given
to the possible transition consequences;

(vi) the IDP is widely used throughout the world especially in Asia,
Africa and Latin Anerica and represents sonetinmes the only way to
prove the ability of its holder to drive a road vehicle in
countries not Parties to the Road Traffic Conventions. |DPs should
therefore be maintai ned, but neasures should be el aborated in order
to prevent their fraudul ent issuance and use.
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21. As a result of the above exchange of views, the Wirking Party agreed
that eventually the use of I1DPs should be dimnished as much as possible

t hrough the use of nore harnonized DDPs. The Working Party thanked the
menmbers of the small group for their findings as reflected in
TRANS/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 9 and asked themto continue their work on this matter
followi ng the actions proposed in paras. 5.2 - 5.4 of docunent
TRANS/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 9. They were al so requested to supplenent their proposals
with a tinmetable for conpletion by WP.1 of this exercise. The small group was
invited to report the first results (concerning in particular para. 5.2 of
TRANS/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 9) already by the thirty-second session of the Wirking Party.
The secretariat was requested to undertake the conpilation of the list of
associ ations authorized to issue IDPs as suggested in para. 5.1 of the
proposal of the small group, taking into account, in particular, that both the
1949 and 1968 Conventions are international instrunments of a global character.

(d) Signs for roundabouts

Docunentati on: TRANS/SC. 1/ Wp. 1/ 1998/ 6.

22. As agreed at its thirtieth session, the Wirking Party canme back to its
di scussion on signs for roundabouts based on a docunent prepared by the
del egate of Germany (TRANS/ SC. 1/ Wp. 1/ 1998/ 6).

23. After an in-depth discussion of the different possibilities of signs for
roundabouts and the advantages and di sadvantages of each, the Wirking Party
agreed not to anmend the Convention on Road Signs and Signals at this stage and
to maintain the conbination of the B,1 and D, 3 signs for roundabouts, as
currently used. It further decided that it would consider the option in the
future of anending Article 18 of the Convention on Road Traffic regarding
intersections and the obligation to give way so that it conpl enented the
Convention on Road Signs and Signals as regards roundabouts.

24, The Working Party thanked the del egate of Germany for the high quality
of his document and accepted his offer to prepare a proposal for the thirty-
second session of the Working Party for other alternatives involving the use
of existing signs and their legal inplications regarding the anendment of
Article 18 of the Convention on Road Traffic.

REVI SION OF THE 1975 AGREEMENT ON M NI MUM REQUI REMENTS FOR THE | SSUE AND
VALI DI TY OF DRI VI NG PERM TS ( APC)

Docunent ati on: ECE/ TRANS/ 13; TRANS/ SC. 1/ WP. 1/ R. 107; TRANS/ SC. 1/ WP. 1/ R. 120;
TRANS/ SC. 1/ WP. 1/ R. 121; TRANS/ SC. 1/ WpP. 1/ R. 124; | nformal docunent No. 2.

25. At its thirtieth session, the Wrrking Party had set up a small group
(Czech Republic, Hungary, Luxenmbourg, Ukraine and European Comm ssion) to
prepare a di scussion paper on the above item bearing in mnd the foll ow ng:
(i) the objective of the harnonization process should be the establishment in
Europe of a unique legal regine for the issue of driving permts; (ii) key

i ssues should be identified whose solution mght |lead to pronpt progress; and
(iii) a timetable should be proposed for reaching step-by-step the conplete
har noni zati on of EU and APC provisions (TRANS/ SC. 1/ Wp. 1/ 60, para. 19).
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26. The considerations of the small group in the formof an infornal
document (in French) were presented to the Wirking Party by the Chairmn of
the small group, the del egate of Luxenbourg. He said, in particular, that in
the opinion of the small group, before enbarking on further work on the
revision of the Agreenment, Contracting Parties and other menbers of the
Wor ki ng Party shoul d be asked to give their views on:

(i) t he useful ness of the Agreenent in its current form

(ii) t he useful ness of aligning the APC with the rel evant provisions of the
Eur opean Union and the difficulties inherent in that process; and

(iii) specific problenms which had been encountered by Contracting Parties in
adhering to the Agreenment to date.

27. G ven the considerable preparatory work carried out on this itemin the
past by the French del egati on (TRANS/ SC. 1/Wp. 1/ R. 107), the small group

consi dered the participation of the French delegation in its work both usefu
and desirable.

28. The Working Party thanked the small group for its efforts in preparing
the di scussi on paper and agreed to take up the issue at the thirty-second
sessi on when the docunent would be available in the other working | anguages.

REVI S| ON OF THE CONSOLI DATED RESOLUTI ONS ON ROAD TRAFFIC (R E. 1) AND ON ROAD
SI GNS AND SI GNALS (R E. 2)

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 1/ 294/ Rev. 5; TRANS/ SC. 1/ 295/ Rev. 3;
TRANS/ SC. 1/ WP. 1/ R. 110 and Adds. 1-10; TRANS/ SC. 1/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 4; TRANS/ WpP. 1/ 1998/ 1
and TRANS/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 2.

29. Referring to the consolidated text of RE 1 as set out in
TRANS/ SC. 1/ 294/ Rev. 5, the Working Party noted a nunber of small msprints and
om ssions in it and asked Governnments to transmt to the secretariat before

1 January 1999 their remarks and proposals in this regard as well as any
comments and observations concerning the editorial corrections suggested by
the secretariat in TRANS/Wp. 1/1998/1. The Wrking Party requested the
secretariat to prepare for the thirty-second session a corrigendumto
TRANS/ SC. 1/ 294/ Rev. 5 whi ch should include the proposals received from
Governnent s.

30. Wth regard to the Cuidelines on speed control hunps approved by the
Working Party at its twenty-ninth session (TRANS/ SC. 1/WP. 1/1998/4), the

del egates of Israel and Denmark offered to prepare a proposal that would
sunmari ze the provisions of the Guidelines into general principles and also to
propose where they could be introduced into R E. 1. The Wrking Party thanked
the del egates of Denmark and Israel for their kind offer and suggested that
they should take into account the conments on this itemreceived fromthe
Governments of the Russian Federation and Ukrai ne ( TRANS/ WP. 1/1998/2).

31. The Working Party was infornmed by the International Federation of
Pedestrians (FIP) that it had not yet been able to finalize a new section 6 of
R. E.1 on pedestrians as proposed at the thirtieth session but that the
proposal in this regard of the small group (Netherlands, Hungary, PRl and FIP)
woul d be avail able for consideration by the Working Party at its thirty-second
sessi on.
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32. The Working Party was further informed by the Secretary of the Working
Party WP.29 about work under way within WP.29 which had a bearing on the

possi ble revision of annex 2 to R E.1 "Periodic Inspection of Vehicles -
checks to be carried out™. It was noted, in particular, that the revision of
the annex (jointly elaborated in 1975 by WP.1, WP.29 and the Internationa

Mot or Vehicle Inspection Committee (CITA)) could be undertaken by WP.29 in the
framework of the proposed cooperation with WP.1 on the basis of draft

provi sions on safety inspections el aborated by an ad hoc group of experts
under the chairmanship of Germany in the course of preparatory work for the
1997 Regi onal Conference on Transport and the Environnent
(TRANS/ WP. 29/ R. 762/ Rev. 1 - TRANS/ SC. 1/ WP. 1/ R. 138/ Rev. 1). He said that
unfortunately due to a heavy workload, WP.29 might not be in a position to
start the work on the revision of annex 2 to RE. 1 for 2-3 years. He also
informed the Working Party that after the entry into force of the Agreenent
concerning the Adoption of Uniform Conditions for Periodical Technica

I nspecti ons of Weel ed Vehicles and the Reci procal Recognition of such

I nspecti ons adopted by the 1997 Regi onal Conference (ECE/ RTCE/ CONF. 4/ FI NAL),
the Adm nistrative Comrittee of this Agreenment woul d undertake the el aboration
of Rules to be annexed to it which m ght also include provisions relating to
safety inspections of road vehicles.

33. The Working Party took note of the above information and confirmed, in
the nmeantine, that a new introductory text could be introduced into
recomrendation 2.6 of R E. 1 as proposed by the del egate of Norway at the
thirtieth session (TRANS/ SC. 1/Wp. 1/ 60, para. 23(ii)).

34. Wth regard to the revision of the Consolidated Resol ution on Road Signs
and Signals (R E. 2), it was agreed that delegations would transmt to the
secretariat as soon as possible, but not later than 1 January 1999, their
written proposals concerning the anendment of the consolidated text of R E. 2
as set out in TRANS/ SC. 1/ 295/ Rev. 3.

PART B OF THE REPORT
FOLLOW UP TO THE 1997 REG ONAL CONFERENCE ON TRANSPORT AND THE ENVI RONMENT
Docunent ati on: ECE/ RTCE/ CONF. / 2/ FI NAL; ECE/ RTCE/ CONF. / 3/ FI NAL;

ECE/ RTCE/ CONF. / 4, ECE/ RTCE/ CONF./ 5/ FI NAL; ECE/ RTCE/ CONF. / 6/ FI NAL;
ECE/ RTCE/ CONF. / 7/ FI NAL; TRANS/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 5.

35. It was recalled that at its sixtieth session, the Inland Transport
Comrittee had requested its subsidiary bodies to include the itemon foll ow up
to the Regional Conference in their agendas and to consider how they could
contribute to activities at the international |evel envisaged in the Programme
of Joint Action adopted by the Regi onal Conference (ECE/ RTCE/ CONF./ 3/ FI NAL);
ECE/ TRANS/ 125, para. 22).

36. The Working Party noted with appreciation the suggestions of the
secretariat in this regard as they appear in the provisional agenda
(TRANS/WP. 1/ 61, itemb5). It was felt, however, that at |east sonme of the

activities mentioned in the provisional agenda for consideration by WP.1 went
beyond its conpetence. On the other hand, it was pointed out that the Working
Party had al ready contributed to the el aboration of draft anmendnents to the
1971 European Agreenment supplenmenting the Vienna Convention on Road Traffic
concerni ng environnental standards for heavy commercial vehicles, and that it
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m ght also contribute to the followup to the Regional Conference as far as
the training of drivers and the use of telematics were concerned.

37. Governnments were invited to carefully review the Programe of Joint
Action (ECE/ RCTE/ CONF./3/FINAL) and informthe secretariat before

1 January 1999 of their views regarding particular activities in the Programre
to which WP.1 m ght be able to contribute and regarding the nodalities for
maki ng such a contri buti on.

PREPARATI ON OF THE THI RD ROAD SAFETY WEEK I N THE ECE REG ON

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 10; TRANS/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 10/ Add. 1

38. The Working Party considered the draft Progranmme of the Third Road
Safety Week (RSW prepared by the secretariat with the help of a small group
(Czech Republic, Netherlands, Ukraine and FEVR), and approved the text of the
progranme as set out in TRANS/WP.1/1998/10. It was also decided to keep the
sane | ogo as used for previous Road Safety Weks.

39. One del egati on suggested that publicly financed television stations
shoul d be obliged to show 20 m nutes of road safety progranm ng weekly during
prime tinme at their own expense and that this practice m ght be maintained
even after the Road Safety Week. Several del egati ons responded that
television stations in their countries could not be obliged to show such
progranm ng and even if they were willing to do so the costs would be
prohibitive. In this regard, the Working Party stressed that conditions were
different in all nenmber countries and that national canpaigns carried out
within the framework of the Third RSWhad to be adapted to the particul ar
situation and needs in each nenber country.

40. The Working Party believed that the Third RSW shoul d not be consi dered
as just another public informtion canpai gn but should be ainmed at the
identification of comon objectives and show t he progress achi eved and acti ons
to be taken by all sides concerned in order to neet those objectives.

41. A menber of the secretariat informed the Working Party of the
possibilities regarding an ECE road safety Internet site and invited del egates
to transmt to the secretariat their ideas, suggestions and docunents relating
to the creation and organi zation of the RSWilnternet site. 1In this regard,
the Working Party took note with interest of the ideas regarding the possible
organi zation of the Internet site put forward by FEVR and FIP in

TRANS/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 10/ Add. 1.

42. The Working Party requested the small group (Czech Republic,

Net her| ands, Ukraine and FEVR), with the assistance of FIP and the
secretariat, to continue its work on preparations for the Third Road Safety
Week and, in particular, to proceed on a provisional basis with the creation
of the Internet site. It was agreed to conme back to this itemat the thirty-
second session of WP.1 and to agree on the final format and contents of the
Internet site. Governnments were requested to send information to the
secretariat about special events or activities which they planned to undertake
in connection with the Third Road Safety Week.
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COLLECTI ON AND DI SSEM NATI ON OF | NFORMATI ON

(a) National road safety requirenents

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 1/ WP. 1/1997/1 and Add. 1; TRANS/ SC. 1/ Wp. 1/ 1997/ 2 and
Adds. 1-2; TRANS/ SC. 1/ 1997/5 and Adds. 1-4.

43. The Working Party took note of information received fromthe CGovernnents
of Denmark, Finland and Ukraine on national legal instrunents on road traffic
safety (TRANS/ SC. 1/Wp. 1/ 1997/ 1/ Add. 1), from the Governments of Luxenbourg,
Switzerland and Ukrai ne on nethods of training and followup for categories A
and B driving licences (TRANS/ SC. 1/ Wp. 1/ 1997/ 2/ Adds. 1-2), and fromthe
Governnents of Denmark, Poland and Switzerl and on national requirenents
concerning road traffic safety.

(b) Exchange of experiences in the field of road safety

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ Wp. 1/ 1998/ 11.

44, The del egate of the Czech Republic informed the Working Party of sone of
the early results of recent nodifications in speed [imts in his country as
outlined in TRANS/WP. 1/1998/11. He pointed out, in particular, that a
reduction in the urban speed limt by 10 knmih (from 60 to 50 kmh) had led to
a 20 per cent reduction in accidents. The del egates of Pol and and the Russian
Federation inforned the Working Party of the | atest devel opnents in their
national road safety requirements and agreed to send the information in
witing to the secretariat.

45. The Working Party decided to retain this itemon its agenda and invited
Governments to subnit to the secretariat witten information about changes in
national |egislation or recent developnents in road traffic safety.

APPLI CATI ON OF | NFORMATI CS | N ROAD SAFETY

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ WP. 29/ 1998/ 28.

46. The Working Party was informed by the Secretary of WP.29 that guidelines
for the design and installation of information and conmuni cation systens in

nmot or vehicles, as contained in document TRANS/ WP. 29/ 1998/ 28, had been adopted
by WP.29 at its one-hundred-and-fifteenth session (Geneva, 10-13 March 1998)
and woul d be included in the Consolidated Resolution on the Construction of

Mot or Vehicles (R E.3) as annex 16 (docunent TRANS/ WP. 29/ 78/ Rev. 1/ Anend. 1) .

The gui del i nes recogni zed that while such information and conmuni cation
systens were often designed to assist the driver, they al so made denmands on
the driver’s attention and that they had inportant inplications for road
safety.

47. The Working Party was also inforned that an EU Code of Conduct
concerning the safety inpact of in-car telematic devices would be finalized
later this year and that it should be taken into consideration by the Wrking
Party when deciding how to proceed with work in this area.
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CONSI DERATI ON OF THE POSSI BLE APPROACHES TO THE WORK ON A UNI TED NATI ONS LONG
TERM STRATEGY ON ROAD SAFETY

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 1/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 3/ Rev. 1.

48. The Working Party was informed that the secretariat had recently sent a
letter to the international governmental and non-governmental organizations
listed in TRANS/ SC. 1/ WpP. 1/ 1998/ 3/ Rev. 1, expl ai ni ng the purpose of the proposed
United Nations Long-term Strategy on Road Safety and inviting themto explore
ways of possible cooperation with WP.1 on road safety issues in general and on
their possible contribution to the Third Road Safety Wek, in particular. The
secretariat was requested to informthe Wrking Party at its thirty-second
session about replies to that letter.

49. The Secretary of WP.29 inforned the Working Party about the many ways in
whi ch WP. 29 was already contributing to road safety through enhanced
technol ogi cal requirenments for notor vehicles. The Wrking Party agreed that
the activities of WP.29 and WP.1 in this regard were conpl enentary and t hat
cooperation between the two Wirking Parties was well established. The object
of the agenda itemon a United Nations Long-term Strategy on Road Safety was
to ascertain which organizations were active in the field and then, as had
been the case with WP.29, to collaborate with them and create synergi es which
could make a real contribution to road traffic safety.

COLLABORATI ON W TH OTHER ECE BODI ES AND | NTERNATI ONAL ORGANI ZATI ONS

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 1/ WP. 1/ 1997/ 11.

50. Referring to document TRANS/ SC. 1/WP. 1/ 1997/ 11 whi ch had been transmtted
to WP.1 at the request of WP.29 and which described the dangers relating to

ai rbag deploynent in the case of children in rearward facing child restraint
seats placed on a front passenger seat protected by an airbag, the Secretary

of the WP.29 infornmed the Working Party that, in response to that docunent,

the Meeting of Experts on Passive Safety (GRSP) had adopted a proposal for a
draft anmendnent to Regul ation No. 44 on child restraints and a warning | abel
regardi ng airbag depl oyment (TRANS/ WP. 29/1998/61) which would be submitted to
WP. 29 for consideration at its one-hundred-and-sixteenth session (Geneva, 10-
13 Novenber 1998).

51. The Working Party thanked the WP.29 and its Secretary for their work on
this issue, agreed that it was indeed inportant to informthe public about the
possi bl e dangers relating to front passenger seat airbag depl oynent, and
invited national authorities to give all possible publicity to such
information in the course of their road traffic safety campaigns.

FUTURE WORK

(a) Consideration of the issues dealt with by the ECMI Group on Road
Traffic, Signs and Signals, transmitted to ECE for foll ow up

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 1/ WP. 1/ 1997/ 13; TRANS/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 6; and
TRANS/ SC. 1/ WP. 1/ R. 140 and Adds. 1-7.

52. The Working Party took note of the discussion paper prepared by | MVA on
the issue of the definition of nopeds and notorcycles (TRANS/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 6).
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The representative of I MVMA introduced the issue which stemred fromthe
differences in the definitions used in EU Directive 92/61/ EEC and the Vi enna
Convention on Road Traffic. The |IMVA was of the opinion that any alignment of
the definitions should be based on the Directive follow ng the Convention, but
recomrended that because of the political difficulties posed by such a

sol ution the definitions should remain unchanged for the tine being.

53. The Working Party thanked the representative of | MVMA for the docunent
and decided to discuss this issue in greater depth at its thirty-second
session under the agenda item on anendnents to and inplenmentation of the
1968 Vi enna Conventi ons.

(b) Assistance to the victins of road accidents
Docunentation: Informal docunment No. 3.
54, The representative of the European Federation of Road Traffic Victins

(FEVR) introduced Informl docunent No.3 on assistance to the victins of road
accidents submitted by FEVR The Working Party thanked the representative of
FEVR for the paper and requested himto prepare a formal proposal for the
thirty-second session outlining the objectives, proposed actions and a
tinetable for work by WP.1. The Working Party al so requested the secretari at
to make any past ECMI docunments on this subject available to the Working Party
so that they could be considered in conjunction with the FEVR proposal .

(c) Draft Programe of Wbrk for 1999-2003

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 8.

55. The Working Party considered its draft programe of work for 1999 to
2003 (TRANS/ WP. 1/1998/8) prepared by the secretariat in accordance with the
gui del i nes provided by the ECE (E/ 1998/ 38 - E/ ECE/ 1365) and the Inland
Transport Conm ttee (ECE/ TRANS/ 125, paras. 139-144). Subsidiary bodi es had
been requested, in particular, to indicate the output expected within the next
two years (or earlier), dissociate work el ements which were permanent from
those with a linited character, streanline, as nmuch as possible, the progranme
of work and specify the broad objectives and nmeasures to be carried out to
achi eve those objectives.

56. The Working Party felt that in some cases the presentation of expected
outputs in the draft progranme of work |lacked flexibility and should be
redrafted in a nore general way avoiding explicit fornulations in cases when
it was not clear what the expected output could be. The question of assigning
priorities to individual programre elements rather than to the overal
programme activity was al so raised. To take care of these concerns, the

Wor ki ng Party requested the secretariat to adapt the draft progranme of work
in the light of the discussion held in consultation with the del egations of
Germany and Switzerland and finally with the Chairnman

57. The final version of the draft programe of work of WP.1 is reproduced
in the annex to this report.
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(d) Copyright of signs and signals
58. The del egate of Denmark infornmed the Working Party that during the
redesi gning of the H, 7 (handi capped person) sign to enable illum nation at

ni ght, his agency had been approached by an organi zation which clained to hold
the copyright to that sign. The Wrking Party requested the del egate of
Denmark to prepare a note describing the circunstances in greater detail so
that this issue could be taken up at the thirty-second session.

OTHER BUSI NESS

(a) Assistance to countries in transition

59. During its discussion of this item it was suggested by the del egate of
Spain that the Working Party shoul d consi der cooperation with the Organisation
for Econom c

Co- operation and Devel opment (OECD) in the organi zati on of workshops for the

countries in transition. It was also suggested that a good nodel to foll ow
m ght be that of the technical cooperation programes organi zed by the Nordic
countries for Baltic countries and other countries in transition. It was

felt, however, that the countries concerned had to identify areas where they
needed assi stance. The Wrking Party renewed its call to countries to send
relevant information to the secretariat so that this issue could be taken up
again at the Working Party’s thirty-second session.

60. The del egate of Hungary offered to find out whether his Governnment woul d
be interested in organizing in his country a workshop for interested countries
in transition on the subject of assistance to the victins of road accidents as
outlined in Informal document No.3 submitted by FEVR, possibly within the

Thi rd RSW canpai gn.

(b) El ection and duration of office of Wp.1 Office Bearers

61. The Working Party was informed by the secretariat of the provisions of
the Terns of Reference and Rules of Procedure of ECE concerning the election
of officers as well as of existing practice in this regard in the Inland
Transport Conmttee and its subsidiary bodies. The Working Party deci ded that
it would in future elect a Chairman and Vi ce-Chairnen for each comi ng year at
the end of its autumm session.

62. In accordance with the above decision, the Wirking Party re-el ected
M. Jan Busstra (Netherlands) as Chairman and Messrs. Dan Link (Israel) and
Al exander Yaki mov (Russian Federation) as Vice Chairnen for the year 1999.

(c) Docunentation for the thirty-second session

63. The Working Party invited its nenbers to transmt to the secretariat
i nformati on and docunents to be considered at its thirty-second session as
soon as possible, but not later than 1 January 1999.

(d) Date of the next session

64. The thirty-second session of the Working Party is scheduled to be held
from13 to 16 April 1999.
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(e) Appoi ntment of a new Secretary to the Working Party
65. The Working Party was informed by the Chief of the Technol ogy Section of

the ECE Transport Division that the procedures for appointing a new Secretary
for WP.1 were well advanced and that it was hoped that a new Secretary m ght
take up the position soon.

66. The Working Party took note of the above information, stressed the

i mportance of the urgent filling of the post on a pernmanent basis and
expressed its appreciation to Messrs. V. Novikov and C. Smith for ensuring
conti nued secretariat services to WP.1 since the retirenment of M. Wal awski in
1997.

ADOPTI ON OF THE REPORT

67. As agreed by the Working Party at its twenty-ninth session
(TRANS/ SC. 1/ WP. 1/ 58, para. 47), the WP.1 adopted Part A of the report on its
thirty-first session concerning decisions taken under agenda itens relating to
| egislative work on the basis of a draft prepared by the secretariat. Part B
of the report, reflecting in a concise formthe di scussions held on ot her
agenda itens, was prepared by the secretariat in consultation with the
Chai r man.
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Annex

DRAFT PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR 1999-2003 */

PROGRAMMVE ACTIVITY 02.2: ROAD TRANSPORT

02.2.3 Road traffic safety Priority: 1

Description: Mndful of the world-wi de scope of its work, the Wrking Party
on Road Traffic Safety (WP.I) will exam ne matters and adopt neasures ai ned at
improving road traffic safety. To this end, it will consider,inter alia, the
i npl ementati on of the Vienna Conventions on Road Traffic and on Road Signs and
Signal s and the European Agreenents supplenmenting them and el aborate proposals
for updating these legal instrunents as well as the Consolidated Resol utions
on Road Traffic and on Road Signs and Signals (R E | and R E. 2).

Wrk to be undertaken The Working Party on Road Traffic Safety will pursue
the follow ng activities:

(a) Monitoring and encouraging the inplenmentation of the Vienna Conventions on
Road Traffic and on Road Signs and Signals and of the European Agreements
suppl ementing them and el aborati on of amendnent proposals to these |egal
instrunents with a view to raising of road safety standards.

(Continuing) Priority: 1
Qut put expected by the end of 2000:

- Consideration of a number of anmendment proposals to the above
i nstrunents concerning, in particular, the safety of cyclists and noped
riders; international driving permts; priority rules at roundabouts;
definitions for nmopeds, motorcycles and quadricycles, etc;

- Establishment of a feedback nmechanismwi th the help of a questionnaire
to be circulated anong States Parties to the above | egal instrunments

- Exami nation of the possibility of contributing to activities envisaged
in the Programme of Joint Action adopted at the 1997 Regi onal Conference
on Transport and the Environnent.

(b) Devel opnent of new recomendati ons to be included in the Consolidated
Resol utions on Road Traffic and Road Signs and Signals (R E | and R E. 2)
and updating of the existing ones (in cooperation with other subsidiary
bodi es of I TC) for the purpose of ensuring higher standards of safety on
roads. (Continuing) Priority: 1

Qut put expected by the end of 200Q

- Fornmulation and inclusion in R E.1 of new recommendati ons on
pedestri ans;

*/ New wor di ng repl aci ng text adopted by the Inland Transport Conmittee
at its sixtieth session (ECE TRANS/ 125/ Add.1) is indicated in bold
characters; text for deletion appears in square brackets.
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- Incorporation in R E. 1 and/or R E.2 of recomendati ons concerning
speed control hunps as well as the sign for contraflow cyclists and
the conditions for its use

- Submi ssion to the Inland Transport Commttee of revised texts of
Consol i dated Resolutions R E.1 and R E. 2 for adopti on.

(c) Exchange of information on national road safety programes, in
particul ar taking into account means of financing of road safety
activities, and on road safety regulations and requirenments in force in
menmber States and circul ation of such information in order to avai
Governnents of the practice and experience gained on these matters.

(Continuing) Priority: 3

Qut put expected by the end of 200Q Updating the set of tables
reflecting current national road traffic safety requirenments, national
| egal instrunents and national nethods of training and followup for
categories A and B driving licences.

(d) Assisting countries in transition in the establishnent of sound and
up-to-date traffic safety practice and procedures and organizing to this
end wor kshops or seminars on road safety.

(Continuing) Priority: 2

Qut put expected by the end of 200Q Organi zation of a workshop on road
traffic safety issues of priority concern to countries in transition,
possibly within the franework of the Third Road Safety Week. (Host
country to be identified).

(e) Consi deration of selected tinmely topics related to road safety in the
form of an in-depth discussion based on papers prepared by experts and
undert aki ng appropriate followup action with a view to finding
concerted solutions to the nost urgent problenms in the field of traffic

safety. (Continuing) Priority: 2

Qut put expected by the end of 2000: Identification of at |east one
tinmely topic for in-depth discussion.

(f) Revi sion of the 1975 Agreenent on M ni mum Requirenments for the Issue and
Validity of Driving Permts (APC).
(To be undertaken by an ad hoc informal group of experts with a
renewabl e mandate of two years). Priority: 1

Qut put expected by the end of 2000 Exami nation with the help of a snal
group of experts of proposals ainmed at the establishment in Europe of a
uni que legal reginme for the issue of driving permts.

(9) Preparation of the Third ECE Road Safety Wek with a view toencouragi ng
greater partnership between public adm nistrations, private sector
organi zati ons and road-users ained at i nproving the safety of vul nerable
road users. (2000) Priority: 1
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Qut put expected by the end of 200Q

- Organi zation in May 2000 of the Road Safety Week canpaign in the ECE
region in accordance with the Progranme adopted by Wp.1;

- Evaluation of the Road Safety Wek and adopti on of possible follow up
action.

Consi deration of possible approaches to the work on a United Nations
Long- Term Strategy on Road Safety aimed at the establishment within the
UN of a concerted programe of action in this regard. [(1998)]

(2000) Priority: 2

Qut put expected by the end of 200Q El aboration jointly with all UN and
non- UN i nternational governnental and non-governnental organizations
concerned of a concerted |long-term strategy ained at the inprovenent of
road traffic safety in the ECE region.



