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The meeting was called to order at 10.50 a . m. 

AGENDA ITEM 76 : INTERNATIOl~L YOUTH YEAR: PARTICIPATION, DEVELOPMENT, PEACE: 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY- GEN1rnAL (continued) (A/36/215 and Add.1; A/C . 3/36/9 ; 
A/C. 3/ 36/L . 15 , L.20) 

AGENDA ITEM 77: POLICIES AliD PROGRAMMES RELATING TO YOUTH (continued) (A/C.3/36/1) 

(a) PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND SPORTS EXCHANGES AMONG YOUNG PEOPLE: REPORT OF THE 
SECRETARY- GENERAL (A/3ti/409; A/C.3/36/L.23) 

(b) CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND YOUTH AND YOUTH 
ORGANIZATIONS: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/36/427 ; A/C.3/36/L.21) 

(c) CD-ORDINATION AND INFOH.MATION IN THE FIELD OF YOUTH: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 
GENERAL (A/36/135) 

AGENDA ITEM 78: NATIONAL EXPERIENCE IN ACHIEVING FAR-REACHING SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 
CHANGES FOR THE PURPOSE OF !>OCIAL PROGRESS: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
(continued) (A/36/115; A/C . .3/36/L.26 , L.27) 

AGENDA ITEM 80: QUESTION 0:? THE ELDERLY AND THE AGED: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY
GENERAL (continued) (A/36/70; A/C.3/36/L.28) 

AGENDA ITEJ1 84 : WORLD ASSEI1BLY ON AGING: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
(continued) (A/36/806 and Aoid.1; A/36/357, A/36/472 ; A/C . 3/36/L.18, L.19, L.25) 

AGENDA ITEM 90: CRIME PREV::mTION AND CRIMINAL JUSTI CE AND DEVELOPMENT : REPORT 
OF THE SECRETARY- GENERAL (c•>ntinued) (A/36/442; A/C . 3/35/L.22, L. 24) 

1. Mr. LAINE (Finl and), Sl)eaking on agenda items 76 and 77, said that the Finnish 
Government had supported th·~ decision to designate 1985 as the International 
Youth Year. The internatio:1al community was especially interested in the question 
of youth because youth was the fastest-growing age group in the developing 
countries . The unemploymen t rate among young peop le was alarmingly high in 
the industrialized countri e.; as well . Drug abuse , alcohol, crime , illiteracy 
and lack of educational opp•)rtunities were among the problems confronting today's 
young peopl e. 

2 . The United Nations was lncreasingly dealing with those issues within the 
broader context of developm~nt. For example, youth was identified as a major 
group in the I nternational Jeve lopment Strategy for the Third United Nations 
Development Decade. Althou~h his delegation was aware of the need for specific 
programmes f or young people, it believed that young peopl e should not be grouped 
in a separate category and their ·participation in the development process should 
be considered an integral pirt of general popular participation in that process . 
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Moreover, the activities of the International Year should be focused at the 
national level and activi t ies at the international level should be pr imarily 
supportive of ac tivities r elating to national and local youth problems. 
Existing or ganizations , non-governmental organizations and national and 
international mechanisms should be f ully utilized in the preparation and 
implementation of the pr ogramme for t he Year in order to avoid having to 
extablish new machinery for that purpose . In addition , young people should 
be given the opportunity of participating in the preparation and activities of 
the Year through their own or ganizations and t he relevant gove rnmental bodies . 
Lastly , measures taken during the Year to resolve the social problems f rom 
which young people suffered most should lead t o longer-term a c tivities fo r 
improving their situation. 

3 . Communication and co-operation between the United Nations and youth 
organizations should be improved and one of the ways of doing that was by 
enabling those organizations to participate more actively in the work of the 
regional commissions . 

4 . Ms. JENSEN (Denmark), speaking on agenda items 76 and 77, pointed out 
that the three themes chosen for International Youth Year - participation , 
development , peace - were closely interrelat ed. The achievement of those t h ree 
objectives had been jeopardized in r ecent year s by increased international 
tension, acceleration of the arms race and the world economic recession, which 
had created socio-economic pr ob lems pr imar ily for young people i n both the 
industrialized and the developing countries . For instance, young people, and 
particularly young women , were seriously affected by unemployment in the 
industrialized countries and the situation was even more serious in the 
developing countries , wher e approximately 300 million young peopl e today were 
l ooking for jobs . In the cir cumstances , the international community must pool 
its efforts t o reverse t he p r esent economic trend and it was i ncumbent on ea ch 
individual country to exert every effort to achieve f ull employment for its 
people . The possibility of f inding a job was closely l i nked with education and 
it was common knowledge that the least educated were socially the most vulnerable . 
An educati onal system adapted to the individual and open to everyone wi thout 
distinc tion as t o social c lass , cultural background or sex woul d therefore be an 
essen t ial tool in t he long-term struggle against unemployment. 

5 . The very serious problem of drug abuse fortunately af fec ted only a minority 
of young people , but there were more and more young drug addicts, particul arly 
in urban areas. It was therefore necessary to establish effective international 
co- operation to comba t illicit drug t raffic. For its part , the Danish Government , 
through the National Social Security System, had focused on rehabilitation and 
r eintegration programmes for drug addicts and it welcomed the participation of 
the Division of Na r cot i c Drugs in the wor k of the Advisory Committee for 
International Youth Year . 

6 . Young people should be given an opportunity to participate in United Nat ions 
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activities, particularly those aimed at the establishment of a new and more 
just world economic order. The International Youth Year would also provide an 
opportunity to promote physical education and sports exchanges. Her delegation 
was pleased that the Secretary-General had insisted on giving priority to 
programmes designed to implement a policy of sports for all, which reached all 
sectors of the population. 

7. The Danish Government had read with keen interest the report of the Advisory 
Committee and the concrete programme of measures and activities to be undertaken 
prior to and during the International Youth Year and agreed with the Committee 
that international action should be primarily supportive of activities undertaken 
on the national and local level. Communications between the United Nations and 
non-governmental youth organizations were especially important in that respect 
and her delegation hoped that channels of communication between the United 
Nations and youth organizations would be improved. In particular, representatives 
of youth from all regions of the world should be invited to take part in the 
informal meeting of non-governmental organizations to be held in Geneva and 
the privileged few who were already enjoying the benefits of participating in 
international activities on behalf of youth should not be the only ones to whom 
the opportunity of taking advantage of International Youth Year should be offered. 

8. Mr. VOICU (Romania), speaking on agenda items 84 and 90, recalled that his 
delegation had strongly emphasized the need to combat violence, criroa and terrorism 
among young people in many countries. Those considerations were inherent in the 
programme of measures and activities for the International Youth Year prepared 
by the Advisory Committee for the Year, which had highlighted the need to deal 
with the problems of the prevention of crime and treatment of offenders, drug 
abuse, youth crime and terrorism and the need to reintegrate young criminals in 
society. 

9. His delegation wished to take up those problems again, for the struggle 
against juvenile delinquency was an imperative task at the present time. 
Intensified efforts must be ma:le, both at the national and at the international 
level, to combat criminality i:t all its forms. Social inequality, racial 
discrimination, degradation of the material and spiritual level of life, unemployment 
and illiteracy were all causes which had tended to increase criminality. But the 
struggle against criminality a:td violence was not limited to their suppression, 
since it was the seriousness of economic and social problems that stimulated the 
development of criminality. It was essential, above all, to strengthen the 
educational role of the family, the school, and society as a whole in order to 
fight that phenomenon, which wa.s harmful to all members of society. In Romania's 
view, crime prevention should ~ombine social and educational measures with penal 
sanctions. Re-education was effected essentially through work and not through 
measures for deprivation of fr,~edom. His delegation believed that the debate 
on item 90 and the resolution that would be adopted on the subject should 
contribute to the extension of international co-operation in the field of crime 
prevention. To do that, the C1)mpetent United Nations bodies should increase 
their efforts to implement the Caracas Declaration adopted by the Sixth United 
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Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders 
and t o make sure that those efforts were consistent with the establishment of 
a new international economic orde r. 

10. With regard to the World Assembly on Aging , his delegation believed that 
the improvement of living conditions and the compl ete integration of the elderly 
and aged population i nto societ y should be given special attention by States . 
In Romania, t he system of retirement pensions had been steadily improved , and 
older persons enjoyed medical care free of charge; the various measures adopted 
in Romania f or the benefit of older persons were aimed at ensuring their complete 
int egrat i on into social life and the promotion and protection of all their civil , 
poli tical, economic, social and cultural right s . In connexion wi t h the preparations 
fo r t he Worl d Assembly on Aging, Romania ' s compet ent institutions had f ormulated 
some s uggestions concerning the draft international plan of action on aging, and 
his delegation wished to recall certain elements of those sugges tions . It had 
been proposed to create, under the auspices of WHO, regi onal training centres 
for pe r sonnel specializing in the field of gerontology and geriatrics for 
developing countries and to adopt legislative and pr actical measures to ensure 
at the l ocal and nationa l levels all the medical car e that older persons r equired . 
I t was also important to encourage the conduct of in-depth studies on demographic 
trends in the population, in order to make it possible to plan social and 
medical assistance services for older per sons . 

11. Lastly, the preparations for the World Assembly on Aging should stimulate 
the development of exchanges of information and experience between St ates , with 
a view to strengtheni ng the international co-opera t ion activi ties undert aken in 
order to control the social and economic effects of aging and to meet the special 
needs of older persons. The 1982 World Assembly should make i t possible to 
l aunch a specific programme of measures and activities aimed at guaranteeing 
older persons security at the economic and social levels and offering them a 
chance to contribute to national development . 

12. Mrs . ELMIGER (World Health Organization), speaking on agenda items 76 , 77 , 
80 and 84 , said t ha t WHO had long recognized the important role young people 
could play as active contributors in t he delivery of health car e , especially 
within the context of primary health care . WHO was currently exploring ways of 
initiating and extending programmes for and with young people . The International 
Youth Year had provided an added impe tus for WHO ' s activities with national, 
r egional and international non-governmental organizations and youth groups, and 
WHO had begun to formulate a plan of action for the Year in collaboration with 
its regional offi ces . The programmes it would undertake in that connexion 
would include the following main elements: training of young people to 
develop and promote community-based primary-health-care ac tivities, including 
health education , sanitation, nutrition, family- life education and other welfare 
ac tivities ; health- education programmes fo r yo ung people , especially children 
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and adolescents; collaboration with youth groups and the non-governmental 
organizations concerned in order to ensure wider diffusion of info rmation on 
ac t ions to ensure the health of everyone; and ac tivities aimed at improving 
the health status of young wome~n, partic ularly in rural areas. It was expected 
that those programmes would ma~ .e it possible t o increase the number of young 
people involved in primary health care at the co~~unity and village levels , to 
improve the general level of health of the populat ion, to stimulate active 
participation by young people i n activities aimed at improving health, and to 
reduce the abuse of drugs, alcchol and tobacco among youth. 

13 . The World Health Organization was 'particularly concerned with the well-being 
of the hundreds of millions of persons 60 years of age and older. In a resolution 
adopted in 1979, the World Health Assembly had assigned to WHO a l eadership role 
in the health care of the elderly. Since 1980 the efforts of WHO for the care 
of the aged had been co- ordina t ed in a global programme under which WHO was 
developing guidelines fo r long-term health planning , co-operating with voluntary 
agencies in all aspects of health care of the elderly , preparing self-care 
manuals and technical guides on various health top ics for the elderly, training 
personnel , and introducing prev~ntiye measures to counteract certain adverse 
effects in aging. 

14. WHO was par ticipating i n t:1e preparation of the Wor ld Assembly on Aging and 
intended to contribute actively to the implementati on, at the national, regional 
and wor l d levels, of the plan o:: acti on to be adopted at that Assembly . I t 
should also be noted that a Working Group on Health Services for the Elderly i n 
the Developing Countries of Asi;t and the Pacific had been organized in Aus t ralia 
in December 1980 and that a working group to define means of prevention of 
disability in the elderly was to mee t soon in the Federal Republic of Germany . 

15. In order to focus public attention on the question of aging, World Health 
Day, to be celebrated on 7 Apri:. 1982, would also be devoted to health for the 
elderly . Thus it was c l ear t hat: the physical , mental and social well- being of 
the elderly and the aged occupie:d a very special place in WHO ' s· concerns . 

16. Mrs . NORHEIM (Norway), spec.ki ng on agenda items 76 and 77, said that her 
Government at tached great importance to the implementation of plans and actions 
aimed at ensuring the active participation of young people in the over-all li.fe 
of society . Norway, as a membet of the Advisory Committee for the International 
Youth Year , favoured the specific Programme of Measures and Activi ties to be 
Undertaken Prior to and During t he Year . It believed that the Programme would 
serve as a constructive basis fer f urther work to be done in that connexion and 
that the United Nations Secretariat should find in it sufficient guidelines to 
start preparations for the Year. 

17 . Her delegation found it reassuring t hat the Centre for Social Development 
and Humani t arian Affairs had been entrusted with the secretariat function fo r the 
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International Youth Year, and it felt that there was no need to establish new 
United Nations bodies for the preparation and observance of the Year. Furthermore, 
her Government associated itself unreservedly with the Advisory Committee's 
position that the main activities for the Year should be conducted at the national 
and local levels. It believed that primary responsibility for the formulation 
of youth policies rested with Governments themselves and that activities at the 
international and regional levels should be primarily supportive of national and 
local activities. 

18. Her delegation had already had occasion to emphasize the importance to be 
put on activities aimed at preparing young people to participate fully in all 
activities of society. It believed that one of the important objectives of the 
Year should be to give young people, through their organizations, a chance to 
participate in the social, economic and political life of society, and youth 
organizations therfore had a great role to play in that connexion. Governments 
and the United Nations should also take more interest in the problems of the 
most disadvantages young people. In that regard, it was particularly important 
that Governments should formulate specific plans to solve the problems encountered 
by young people in'the fields of health, education, employment and housing. 

19. Norway had repeatedly advocated concerted international efforts to reduce 
unemployment. It believed that the creation of jobs for young people was all 
the more important because unemployment often led to criminality and drug abuse. 
Her Government believed, moreover, that the problems of development and youth 
unemployment were related and that United Nations bodies dealing with economic 
questions should see to it that effective measures were taken to combat 
unemployment among young people. There was also a need to ensure a more equitable 
distribution of the jobs available to young people by eliminating discriminatory 
practices based upon race, sex, age and social origin, and, in particular, the 
problems of young women seeking employment should be given due attention in the 
preparation of the International Youth Yeah. 

20. Her delegation favoured holding the second session of the Advisory Committee 
in the spring of 1983 rather than the second half of 1982, since that would give 
Governments more time to prepare national plans and programmes and enable the 
Advisory Committee to gain a clearer view of the outcome of national preparations. 

21. Her Government had on several occasions expressed support for the informal 
meeting of non-governmental organizations to be held at Geneva; it hoped that 
that meeting could be made more representative by giving special support to 
youth delegates from the least developed countries and providing a proper place 
for national, regional and inter-national organizations. 

22. Mr. FURSLAND .(United Kingdom), speaking on agenda item 90, on behalf of the 
States members of the European Economic Community, recalled the provisions of 
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Gene ral Assembly resolution 35/172 wi t h regard t o arbitary or summary ezecutions, 
and expressed the hope that the Commi ttee on Crime Prevention and Control 
would give a ll necessary at tention t o t hat ques t ion at i t s next sessi on . The 
St ates members of the Eruop ~an Economic Community had been deep ly dis t urbed at 
continuing reports of s ummary execut i ons in various parts of t he world dur i ng 
t he past year; they regarde1 t ha t obnoxious practice as a gross viola t ion of 
human rights . In many case; , de ath sentences had been arbitraily imposed fo r 
offences which were politi cal rather than cirminal in na ture . Summary executions 
wer e not r estri cted t o any )ne country. However, t he States member s of t he 
Community wished to express their particul ar concern at the alar ming reports 
which had r eached them wi th regard to summary executions in Iran , where t he 
t hreat of s uch execu t i on hung over any one - man, woman or child - who opposed 
official policy . 

23. The States members of the European Economic Community attached great 
impor tance to all the rights enshrined i n the Uni veral Declar a tion of Human 
Ri ghts and in the Internati )nal Covenants, i ncludi ng t he mos t f undamental of 
them, the right t o l ife. They believed that t he i nternational community should 
be r eady to r eassert unambiguously and unanimously the princi p le t hat t he 
death penalty should be carried out only under t he f irmest l egal s a feguards . 
The pract i ce of summary exe~utions was a particularly f l agr ant violation of 
that principl e . 

24 . The States members of the Er uopean Economic Community urged those States 
wh ich we r e resorting to sumnary executions to pu t an end to that prac t ice , 
to live up to t heir obligations under the Charter, t o promo t e universal 
r espec t for human rights, a nd to implement fully t he provisions of General 
Assembly r esolution 2393 (XKIII), which i nvi ted Governments of Member 
States, inter a l i a , to ensure the most careful l egal procedures and the 
gr ea t est possib l e s afeguards f or the acc used i n capita l cases . 

25. Mr. YEPES ENRIQUEZ (Ecuador) said that his Government had only one 
concern and only one purpose, namely , to ensure t he we l l - being of a l l the 
people of Ecuador and that it the refore did not distinguish between Children , 
young people , adults and the elderly. Referring to the group of items concerni ng 
social questions before the Committee , he pointed out tha t t he efforts his 
count ry had made in the socia l field in recent years had been directed primarily 
towards the literacy and education of the population. The r esult s achieved 
t hus fa r we r e ext r emely satisfac tory, since the proportion of illite r a t es had 
dr opped f r om SO per cent to 13 per cen t i n 10 years. 

26. The activities hi s Governmen t had under taken i n the field of education 
were i ntended to meet the needs of adul ts rather than young people ; t he latter 
were protected by the r elevant nat ional legisla t ion which s tipulated that 
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education was compulsory and free for young people between the ages of 6 and 18 
and that higher education was also free. 

27. Although most of its resources were devoted to the literacy campaign, his 
Government had also initiated programmes in the field of health, and its 
efforts in both sectors had enabled millions of people to enter the working 
world. Because of the social structure in Ecuador, family unity had been 
maintained and the problems of the elderly were not so serious as in some 
countries, particularly in some of the developed countries. His Government 
was more concerned with the problems caused by development, including in 
particular those relating to the employment situation. 

28. His delegation was especially interested in exchanges of young people 
and in channels of communication with youth and, accordingly, had again 
co-sponsored the relevant draft resoultions as it had done in previous 
years. 

29. Referring to crime prevention, he pointed out that, in the past year, his 
Government had established very close ties with the Latin American Institute 
for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders and that the Code 
of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials had been distributed to all members 
of the competent Ecuadorian law enforcement authorities. 

30. In conclusion, he noted that Ecuador would continue to support all 
United Nations activities directed towards ensuring the growing participation 
of young people in its activities. 

31. Mrs. STREDEL (Venezuela), speaking on agenda item 90, pointed out that 
the decreasing social stability in the world, due most often to escalating 
crime and terrorism, which endagnered the well-being and security of nations, 
was arousing increasing concern in Venezuela. In that connexion, she pointed 
out that the Sixth Congress had opened up broader possibilities for United 
Nations activities in the field of crime prevention and criminal justice by 
stressing the need to envisage them in the framework of the New International 
Economic Order. Moreover, her delegation had noted with satisfaction that 
the Secretariat had begun the necessary research and analyses on crime 
prevention and criminal justice in the context of development and was devoting 
special attention to the emergence of new forms of crime. 

32. Her delegation attached special importance to the work of the United 
Nations regional institutes dealing with crime prevention and the treatment 
of offenders. In that connexion, she drew attention in particular to the 
Latin American Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of 
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Offenders, which had been established in Costa Rica in 1975 and which was 
engaged in implementing the recommendations of the Sixth Congress. Moreover, 
she felt that special attent:.on should be devoted to the study of crime victims 
being conducted by the Institute and to the meetings it was organizing for 
regional experts. In addition, she welcomed the fact that the draft medium 
plan for the period 1984-1989 provided for the elaboration of measures to 
assist Member States in devloping policies and programmes for the prevention of 
crime, within the context of over-all national planning. Lastly her delegation 
believed that it was of capital importance to improve existing information 
machinery on the prevention of crime and criminal justice, because that could 
help to increase knowledge about the work of the United Nations in that field. 

33. Mrs. OSSAKEDJOMBO (Gabon), speaking on agenda items 76, 77 and 78, said 
that her delegation endorsed the view expressed by the Under-Secretary-General 
for International Economic and Social Affairs that the human and social aspects 
of development were of prima'~Y importance, and she supported the idea of 
designating 1985 as the Inte,~national Youth Year. Her Government had shown 
its interest in young people by establishing a Department for Youth, Sports 
and Leisure and a ministry to deal with the problems of young people, many of 
whom were living in squalor and ignorance, without any medical care, particularly 
in the developing countries. The Ministry sought to integrate all young people, 
without distinction as to se:{ or religion, in the economic and social development 
of the country. 

34. In view of the importan_ role played by science and technology in the 
modern world, her Government was particularly concerned with education and 
training. Accordingly, it h.:td built secondary and technical schools and 
apprenticeship centres throu.shout the country, with the result that Gabon 
had a school attendance rate of close to 100 per cent. Her Government had 
also established a national Jniversity as well as a number of other top 
schools of higher education. Education was free at all levels; from the 
secondary schools to the uni~ersity and in the specialized schools, all students 
received State scholarships :tnd enjoyed a number of social benefits. 

35. In the field of public ~ealth, a university centre for health sciences, 
connected to the University Jf Gabon, had been established in 1973, the first 
class of Gabonese physicians had graduated in 1980. An International Centre 
for Medical Research and spe:ialized schools to prepare nurses, midwives and 
senior health technicians hai also been established. 

36. With the aim of halting the rural exodus, the Government had instituted a 
rural handicrafts programme iesigned to provide employment for young people in 
rural areas. 
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37. Meetings between Gabonese young people and their counterparts from other 
countries were organized regularly to promote exchanges of ideas: Youth Day, 
celebrated on 31 March throughout Gabon, was marked by parades of youth 
movements, sports events and a variety of cultural events. There was also a 
system of nursery schools and day-care centres, and holiday camps were 
organized in the provinces to enable young people to exchange ideas and to get 
to know their country better. Her Government was aware of the importance of 
insuring the integration of young people and would support any United Nations 
initiative for dealing with the problems of young people throughout the world 
and thus preparing a better future for those destined to form the future elite. 

38. Mrs. MBAIRO (Central African Republic), speaking on agenda items 76 and 77, 
siad that the measures taken in accordance with General Assembly resolution 
32/135 and the proclamation of the International Youth Year clearly showed that 
young people were no longer considered to be a negligible factor. Young people 
had the mission of creating better understanding between peoples and of 
promoting peace, transcending political, linguistic and cultural boundaries. 
Realizing more fully than ever before the contribution they must make to the 
future of mankind, they were eager to be recognized as an integral part of 
society. 

39. Her Government had adopted measures designed to involve young people closely 
in the task of national reconstruction. Indeed, the collapse of the blood
thirsty Bokassa regime in 1979 had been brought about by the dedication of 
hundreds of girls and boys of all ages who had been the victims of the savage 
repression that followed the student strikes. Since 20 September 1979, the 
young people of the Central African Republic, free at last from that nightmare, 
had decided to take an active part in the affiars, reconstruction and development 
of their country. Her Government had therefore established a ministerial 
department to deal with the problems of young people and was seeking to build 
new schools, to raise the level of education and to reform the educational system 
by redirecting it towards the productive sector. 

40. Young people accounted for half the population of her country, which was 
still basically agricultural, moreover, her Government believed that the 
participation of young people in agricultural activities would enable the 
courutry to meet its food needs and to export its surplus so as to improve its 
balance of trade. It had therefore set up a High Commissioner's Office for 
Youth, to bring together unemployed young men and women at agricultural and 
livestock centres and to provide them with the training they needed to become 
truly integrated in the development process. 

41. The various school establishments, clubs and youth movements had resumed 
their activities and were organizing sports and cultural meetings in order to 
promote competition and good citizenship. Unfortunately, the legacy of the 
Bokassa reign inflicted a heavy burden on the country: health and education 
services and installations, already inadequate, had deteriorated, many centres 
and schools had been closed for lack of funds and there had been a resurgence of 
disease and juvenile delinquency. Within the framework of General Assembly 
resolution 35/87 concerning assistance for reconstruction, rehabilitation and 
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development, the Government of the Central African Repulbic had launched an 
appeal for international solidarity and wished to thank friendly countries , 
including in particular France , which were providing scholarships for young 
people from the Central African Republic to pursue advanced studies in their 
universities and top schools . 

42 . Youth in the Central African Republic was dynamic, eager to learn , 
ambitious and resolved to play fully its role in nation-building; however , it 
was also frustrated in its ~xpec tations and hopes . It was these neglected 
young people who should be lSsisted, moulded and trained so that they could 
act as catalysts i n the dyn.1mics of development, a decisive factor in 
economic and social advancement. 

43. Mr. EMKER (Sweden) . s :>eaking on behalf of the Nordic countries on agenda 
items 80 and 84 , said that ~he aging of the population was one of the most 
difficult social problems facing modern society . In the developed countries 
as a whole , persons 65 year:> and over constituted 11 per cent of the population 
and would constitute 13 per cent by the year 2000. Because of the increase in 
the number of older people and the rapidly declining birth rate , the proportion 
was even higher in the Nord:lc countries : it was already 20 per cent. It 
should also be noted that the number of very old persons (80 years of age or 
over) was increasing at the fastest rate. The Governments of those countries 
therefore welcomed the deciBion to convene the Worl d Assembly on Aging . One 
of t he objectives of that ABsembly would be to adopt an international programme 
of action which should rece:.ve broad support from all Member States . Active 
participation in the preparatory work of the Assembly itself would perhaps 
lead to a greater awareness of the special needs of the elderly , but if the 
Assembly was to make a last:.ng contribution action must be taken also at the 
national level . In spite of the differences in demographic composition, culture 
and economic and social devE:lopment among the participating countries , the 
Assembly should be a way of focusing attention on the problems of aging, 
encoura~ing Governments t o i ntroduce or accelerate programmes for older people 
and identifying the common features of the aging process. 

44 . Some social problems, including for example those r esulting from the 
deterioration of the enviror,ment and the break-up of the family, were common 
to all societies in which urbanization, industrialization and rural migration 
wreaked havoc . The transition from an agrarian to an industrialized society 
implied that a larger part c·f the labour force would work outside the home and 
that manpower must be mobile. The distribution of work between the d ifferent 
gener ations, a feature of a~ agrarian society, was no longer f unctional in a 
society which had a totally different set of conditions fo r production. 
It was all the more difficult to maintain t he family uni t when urban housing was 
rarely designed so that several generations could live together. In the 
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circumstances, society tended to assume responsibility for the elderly, as 
well as for the children, and to become a substitute for the family. Another 
question which might be of interest to the international community was that of 
elderly immigrants. In the Nordic countries, and particularly in Sweden, 
the immigrants who had arrived during the 1960s and 1970s were about to retire 
and that created hitherto unknown social problems. Language difficulties and 
differences in cultural traditions and customs could lead to the isolation of 
that sector of the population. 

45. He wished to point out that recent surveys showed that neither the 
physical nor the social faculties of most old peoplewere diminished and that, 
for the most part, they could manage by themselves. The Nordic delegations 
hoped that the World Assembly on Aging would result in the adoption of 
measures aimed at meeting the physical, spiritual and social needs of all 
elderly persons. The found it regrettable, in that regard, that the preparatory 
work of the Assembly had not progressed as quickly as had been expected and 
they believed that Member States could usefully move those preparations forward 
by contributing to the special voluntary Fund for the World Assembly. 

46. Mr. JANKU (Albania) said that the problems of youth were those of society 
as a whole and could be solved not by statements and slogans but only by the 
struggle for national and social liberation and the defence of freedom and 
independence. The international situation, the economic, political, military 
and ideological crises and the consequences of the aggressive and hegemonistic 
policy of the imperialist super-Powers had increasingly serious repercussions 
for the youth of the entire world, particularly in southern Africa and Palestine. 
The United States, the Soviet Union, China and other imperialist Powers had 
created tensions and conflicts in South East Asia, Africa and the Middle East. 
Besides, in a number of capitalist or revisionist countries, described as 
"civilized" or "developed", youth suffered from inflation, unemployment, drug 
abuse, moral degeneracy and other scourges which ravaged societies in which the 
bourgeoisie and the revisionists had been able to use the media, religion and 
drugs for their own purposes. In those societies, young people had been 
misled; they were applying their energy in the wrong directions and were being 
lured into adventurism or anarchy or else they succumbed to dreams of utopia 
and despair, depression and crime. 

47. In November, Albanian youth would celebrate in an atmosphere of revolutionary 
enthusiasm the victories achieved during the 37 years following the triumph 
of the people's revolution, to which the young generation had contributed. The 
power of the people, the socialist order, guaranteed all the rights of youth. 
In Albania, education was free from primary school to university and while in 
1938-1939, one person in 18 attended school, today the proportion was one in 
three. Two-thirds of the students were children of workers and peasants. 
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48. The policy of the Albc:~nian Government was to encourage youth to participate 
actively in national development and to ensure that they were inspired by the 
best traditions and customE of the people, the lofty virtues of the new man, in 
the spirit of proletarian jnternationalism. It was therefore with optimism and 
confidence that Albanian ycuth looked to the future, untouched by the ills 
suffered by youth in the bcurgeois and revisionist world. The five-year plan 
for 1981-1985 which would ce adopted in November 1981 would open new prospects 
for Albania, which would scon complete construction of the socialist society 
on the basis of the principle of self-reliance. Albanian youth was not 
indifferent to international problems. It sympathized with the revolutionary 
movements in the struggle for national liberation and social emancipation 
througout the world, and in particular with the youth of Azania, Namibia and 
Palestine. His delegation believed that the proclamation of International Youth 
Year should encourage young people throughout the world and should provide 
an opportunity for them to help solve their own problems, demonstrate their 
strength and assert their role in the struggle for independence, equality and 
social justice. 

49. Mr. GARVALOV (Bulgaria), speaking on agenda item 78, said that questions 
of social and economic progress were of importance for both developed and 
developing countries. The solution of the related problems would contribute 
to the creation of conditio:ts more favourable for the exercise of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms anj the development of all human beings. The maintenance 
of peace, the strengthening of international security and the development of 
co-operation among States W·=re key factors in social progress. As was known, 
there was a close link betw~en disarmament and development: international 
tensions, conflicts and sky·-rocketing military budgets consumed resources 
which could serve to ensure economic growth and solve the development problems 
of all countries. 

SO. At the same time, social progress was not feasible without combining 
economic growth with changeB inthe social structure and in standards of living. 
That was indicated by the e:cperience of the socialist countries, where the 
elimination of private ownership of the means of production had made it possible 
to pursue a consistent social policy designed to ensure the creative development 
of all citizens, which had become a powerful instrument of progress. Having 
inherited from capitalism a backward agrarian country with an under-developed 
economy, with unemployment and exceedingly low living standards, the Socialist 
State of Bulgaria had succe.:~ded over the past 3 7 years in overcoming under
development and transforming the entire society in the interests of the 1.•orking 
people. To that end, it had made large-scale socio-economic changes such as land 
reform, the nationalization of industry and banks, the democratization of state 
administration and the intrc•duction of economic planning; .in addition, voluntary 
collectivization, as >vell aE the creation of agriculture co-operatives and 
parallel state farms, had mc:de it possible to develop agriculture. Coupled 
with the natural interest of every working man and woman in the effective 
management of public property, centralized planning had proved to be the best 
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means of ensuring the rational utilization of the country's natural, human and 
economic resources. 

51. The Twelfth Congress of the Bulgarian Communist Party had reported the 
important economic and social advances achieved by Bulgaria during the period 
1975-1980: the national income had risen by nearly 24 billion leva, with 
productivity growing at an average annual rate of 6.1 per cent. The population 
had benefited directly from that improvement in the situation, and most of the 
national income was spent on housing construction, transport and communications, 
education, culture and health. 

52. The new five-year plan, based on an estimated growth of 25 to 30 per cent 
in the national income, envisaged a number of specific measures. These would 
be a real income growth of 16 to 18 per cent and minimum wage growth of 20 per 
cent, while social consumer funds would continue to grow to match the growth 
in national income and be used to strengthen the material basis for social 
security, education, health, culture, rest and recreation, sports and tourism. 
The position of women wishing to combine motherhood with active employment and 
involvement in public affairs would be made easier, as the upbringing of 
children would be increasingly undertaken by society. Special attention would 
be paid to young people, to social aid and care for the aged, to the employment 
of the disabled and to their greater involvement in public life. Medical 
services would be strengthened and preventive treatment developed. The 
Bulgarian people therefore looked to the future with optism. Thanks to the 
socialist system, the social plans of today would become the social realities 
of tomorrow. 

53. In conclusion, his delegation noted with satisfaction the report of the 
Secretary-General (A/36/115) and believed the United Nations should pay more 
attention to national experience in achieving far-reaching social and economic 
changes for the purposes of social progress. It was disappointed, however, that 
the decisions regarding the holding of regional seminars on the topic had 
not been implemented. 

54. Mr. ZAYAS (Cuba), speaking on agenda items 76, 77, 80 and 84, recalled 
that Cuba had been a co-sponsor of resolution 34/151 whereby the General 
Assembly had designated 1985 as International Youth Year, and that it had 
voted in favour of resolution 35/126, thus reflecting the importance it 
attached to the need to take advantage of the energy, enthusiasm and creativity 
which young people could bring to economic, social and cultural progress. The 
problems of young people were inextricably linked with social and economic 
conditions in the different countries. There must therefore be an unremitting 
struggle to eliminate the main causes of the problems most affecting young 
people today - discrimination on the grounds of sex and race, unemployment, 
drug abuse, restricted rights and social selection at the educational level. 
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To that end, Member States shculd establish specific national policies and 
programmes to promote the participation of young people in the general 
development of society, to involve them in the solution of major national, 
regional and international problems, to guarantee job opportunities for them 
and safeguard their physical and mental development. Moreover, programmes 
undertaken in the United Nations should be rationalized and strengthened, and 
priority should be given to activities in those countries which had chosen their 
own course of economic and social development but had had to overcome the 
vestiges of colonialism, neo-colonialismaad under-development. Lastly, it 
would be useful to develop machinery in the United Nations system whereby youth 
organizations would be associated with the study and solution of international 
and regional problems. 

55. Cuba was not a member of the Advisory Committee for the International Youth 
Year, but the Cuban Government would nevertheless actively support any action 
the Committee proposed to undectake in connexion with the Year. It was at 
present studying the report of the Secretary-General in document A/36/215, and 
would communicate its comments and proposals in due course. Cuban youth had 
played a key role in carrying out all the tasks undertaken since 1959, the 
year of the Revolution, to ens1Jre the socio-economic development of Cuba and to 
consolidate the new political ~>ystem, and young people had always responded 
to any appeal to defend the country, promote literacy, participate in agricultural 
and industrial work, or render assistance to other countries. The Cuban 
Government was therefore convinced that exchanges of experience between young 
people from all countries of the world could make a substantial contribution to 
understanding among peoples and to peace and development. 

56. Importance should be given to the following aspects of the programme of 
activities for the International Youth Year: the problems of young people 
in countries under colonial and neo-colonial domination; unemployment among 
young people and the right to vrork; discrimination on the basis of sex and 
race and the struggle against racism, Zionism and apartheid; the right to education, 
the democratization of schoolir.g, literacy and technical and vocational training; 
the right to physical and ment.:l development for all and the campaign against 
drug abuse; participation of ycung people in the study and solution of major 
national problems with a view to the economic, social and cultural development 
of countries; the promotion of international co-operation and the preservation 
of world peace; the establishment of just and equitable relations among countries 
in the context of the establisl:ment of the new international economic order. 

57. In ~onclusion, he said that as evidence of the importance it attached to 
the World Assembly on Aging, the Cuban Government had set up a national committee 
to co-ordinate all activities to be undertaken in that area. Its programme of 
work would come under Cuba's national development plans and would reflect the 
priority which Cuba accorded to the elderly and the aged. 

58. Mr. AL-QAYSI (Iraq), speaking on agenda items 80 and 84, concerning the 
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elderly and the aged and the World Assembly on Aging, read out a number of 
provisions in Act No. 126 on Social Protection, adopted by Iraq in 1980, 
and pointed out that they were based on the enlightened principles upheld by 
the Revolutionary Government of Iraq, which could be summarized as follows: 
social security should be extended to all sectors of the population; that 
the family was the basic unit of society and that children were the major 
human resource; the contribution of the individual to the work of society, 
however small, enhanced his social prestige and made him a full member of a 
progressive and prosperous society. 

59. The Government of Iraq believed that any international programme of 
activities connected with aging should take account of the differences between 
the elderly in various parts of the world. Moreover the competent authorities 
in the various countries could ensure that elderly people led a useful life 
by enabling them to take part in the development process and by guaranteeing 
their economic security, setting up protected workshops where they could do 
work suited to their physical and mental capabilities and receive fair 
remuneration. 

The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m. 




