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1. The Secretary-General has the honour to transmit to the General Assembly the thirtieth
report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights
of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories, submitted pursuant
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2. Thereport should be considered together with the Special Committee’s periodic reports
contained in documents A/53/136 and A/53/136/Add.1.
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|. Introduction (a) The territories considered as occupied territories
are those remaining under Israeli occupation, namely, the
1. The Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practic@§CuPied Syrian Arab Golan, the West Bank, including East
Affecting the Human Rights of the Population of the Occupiedfrusalem, and the Gaza Strip;
Territories was established by the General Assembly byits  (b) The “population” of the territories are considered
resolution 2443 (XXI) of 19 Decemberl 968+ to be the civilian population residing in the areas occupied

2. The Special Committee is composed of three Memb@? @ result of the hostilities of JuA®67 and those persons
States appointed by the President of the General Assemrmally resident in the areas that were under occupation but
The members of the Special Committee are presently: JOfRC had left those areas because of the hostilities;

de Saram, Permanent Representative of Sri Lanka to the (c) The “human rights” of the population of the
United Nations (Chairman); Absa Claude Diallo, Permanestcupied territories consists of two elements, namely, those
Representative of Senegal to the United Nations Office @ghts that the Security Council referred to as “essential and
Geneva; and Abdul Majid Mohamed of Malaysia. inalienable human rights” in its resolution 237 (1967) of 14
3. The Special Committee reports to the Secretarydn€ 1967 and, sendly, those rights that found their basis
General. The reports of the Special Committee are considefBdhe protection afforded by international law in particular
in the Special Political and Decolonization Committe§ircumstances such as military occupation and, in the case of
(formerly the Special Political Committee) of the Generdl’isoners of war, capture. It is to be noted also that in
Assembly. The present report is submitted pursuant §cordance with General Assembly resolut8@05 (XXVII)

General Assembly resolution 52/64 of 10 Decembgg7. ©f 15 December 1972, the Special Coittee was required
to investigate allegations concerning the exploitation and the

looting of the resources of the occupied territories, the
Il. Mandate pillaging of the archaeological and cultural heritage of the
occupied territories, and interference in the freedom of

4. Inits resolution 52/64, the General Assembly: worship in the Holy Places of the occupied territories;

“5.  Requesthe Special Committee, pending _ (d) The “poli'cigs" and “practice's” affe'ctin.g human
complete termination of the Israeli occupation, t§9Nts that come within the scope of investigation by the
continue to investigate Israeli policies and practices mPecial Committee refer, in the case of “policies”, to any
the occupied Palestinian territory, including Jerusaleri®urse of action consciously adopted and pursued by the
and other Arab territories occupied by Israel sincgovernment of Israel as part of its declared or undeclared
1967, especially Israeli lack of compliance with thé"t€nt; while “practices” refer to those actions that,
provisions of the Geneva Convention relative to thif€SPective of whether or not they were in implementation
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 120f a policy, reflect a pattern of behaviour on the part of the

August1949, and to consult, as appropriate, with thgaraeli authorities towards the civilian population in the

International Committee of the Red Cromscording to  0ccupied areas.
its regulations in order to ensure that the welfare argl ~ The geographical names and the terminology employed
human rights of the peoples of the occupied territoriga the present report reflect the usage in the original source
are safeguarded and to report to the Secretary-Genegatl do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever
as soon as possible and whenever the need ariseghe part of the Special Committee or the Secretariat of the
thereafter; United Nations.

“6. Also requestshe Special Committee to7.  The Special Committee has, with respect to human
submit regularly to the Secretary-General periodidghts, relied on the following:
reports on the current situation in the occupied (a) The Charter of the United Nations;

Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem;

; . . (b) The Universal Declaration of Human Rights of
7. Further requestthe Special Committee to 10 Decembel948:

continue to investigate the treatment of prisoners in the . o -
occupied Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, and ~ (¢) ~ The International Covenant on Civil and Political
other Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967 Rights;

5.  The Special Committee has proceeded on the basis that:
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(d) The International Covenant on Economic, Social 12. In the Syrian Arab Republic, the Special Committee
and Cultural Rights; was received in Damascus by Nasser Kaddour, Minister of
(e) The Geneva Convention relative to the Protectio%tate fo_r Foreign Af_fair_s, and by KIovis_Khour_y,_ Director c_)f
of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 Augu$492 Inter_natlonal Org_anlzatlons. The Commlttee visited Quneitra
province, bordering the occupied Syrian Arab Golan, and met
()  The Geneva Convention relative to the TreatmeRfith the Governor of Quneitra. The Committee heard
of Prisoners of War, of 12 Augud949? witnesses who provided information on the current situation
(g) The Hague Convention for the Protection o the Syrian Arab Golan.

Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict, of 14 May;3.  The Special Committee also witnessed an exchange
19547 through megaphones of greetings between long-separated

(h) The Hague Conventions df899 and 1907 relatives near the village of Majdal Shams.
respecting the Laws and Customs of War on Land.

8. The Special Committee has also relied on thoseg Inability of the Special Committee to visit
resolutions relevant to the situation of civilians in the the occupied territories

occupied territories adopted by the United Nations — the

General Assembly, the Security Council, the Economic a . .
Social Council and the Commission on Human Rights — g(s%l The Special Committee has not had access to the

: . . __gccupied territories since its establishment in 1968.

well as the relevant resolutions of the United Nations

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizatiorl5. In preparing for its field mission in 1998, the Special

(UNESCO), the World Health Organization (WHO) and th€ommittee addressed a letter to the Permanent Representative

International Labour Organization (ILO). of Israel to the United Nations Office at Geneva on 4 March
1998 requesting that it be allowed to visit the occupied

territories and brought its request that it be permitted to do

[1l. Organization of work so to the attention of the Secretary-General.
. 16. The Special Committee, however, was unable to obtain
A. Meetings access to the occupied territories. The Special Committee

considers this inability to visit the occupied territories
9. The Special Committee met as follows: from 2 to dinfortunate.
Xgﬁgigzg gfr:;secvfs; frzolrrj]ﬁll t|2 étig\%!r;rsgnzz\/; ' ZC;'H . The Special Committee has received the cooperation
. : ( Ly ' oY the Governments of Egypt, Jordan and the Syrian Arab
in Cairo; from 25 to 28 July in Amman; and from 29 to 31R

. ) . epublic, and of various Palestinian representatives. It was
iuolglkln Damascus); and from 2 to 5 November 1998 in Ne\élvble to receive statements in Cairo, Amman and Damascus

from persons in the occupied territories because of the
10. In Egypt, the Special Committee met in Cairo witarrangements made by the Governments cited above. It
officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs: Naila Gabr, Headreceived the cooperation of the United Nations offices in the
of the Human Rights Department, and Fayez Noseir, Headfi@fld, in particular the United Nations Development
the Department for Palestinian Affairs. The Committee alforogramme (UNDP) and of the United Nations information
met with a representative of the League of Arab States, Rentres.
Hitti. The Committee heard testimony from witnesses from
the West Bank and Gaza.

11. InJordan, the Special Committee met in Amman with:

Abdul Karim Abuhaija, Acting Director-General of the o . . , q
Department of Palestinian Affairs, and Rajab Suqair?s' During its meetings in Cairo, Amman and Damascus,

Director of International Organizations of the Ministry o he Special Commlttee hgarpl the test|mon|§s of 30 persons
Foreign Affairs. The Committee heard the testimony Jfom the occupied territories. T.he .Sp6C|a| Cpmmntee
witnesses from the West Bank, Gaza and Jerusalem. -Irﬁgelved excerpts of reports appearing in the Israeli press and
Committee visited the King Hussein Bridge, where it heard € Arab press published in the occupied territories. The
testimony from a number of Palestinians who had just crossggecial Committee received a number of communications and

into Jordan.

C. Evidence before the Special Committee
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reports from Governments, organizations and individuals administration being vested between Israel and the Palestinian
concerning the occupied territories. Authority, in ways specified in the Oslo Accords.

19. The testimony before the Special Committee concerned 25. The jurisdiction of the Palestinian Authority currently
such questions as: the Israeli settlement policy; confiscation encompasses, in territorial terms, some 3 to 4 per cent of the
of land; closures; treatment of prisoners and detainees; WestBank and approximately 62 per cent of the Gaza Strip.
revocation of residency permits in Jerusalem; situation of On 15 January 1997, following the signing of the Protocol
children; water supply for domestic and agricultural use; concerning the Redeployment in Hebron, 80 per cent of
health conditions in the occupied territories; movement of Hebron came under the rule of the Palestinian Authority.

goods; and the general economic situation in the area. 26. The first phase of additional redeployment of Israeli

20. Thus, the material before the Special Committee troops from areas in the West Bank that was foreseen for the
consisted of the following: first week of March 1997 has not takexcel

(a) The testimony of persons from the occupied

territories; _ | B. Conditions that are restrictive with
(b) Written material submitted by such persons; respect to Palestinians in Gaza, the West
(c) Reports inThe Jerusalem Timebla’aretzand Bank and East Jerusalem

The Jerusalem Post 1998

(d) Written material received from the Governments 1. Restrictions relating to land, housing and water

of Jordan and the Syrian Arab Republic. 27. The evidence received by the Special Committee shows

21. The present report is based on materials and testimorjfé& there are restrictions with respect to land, housing and
received by the Special Conittee that are listed in annex Il Water. The restrictions severely affect the quality of life of
to the present report. The materials and testimonies £@Ie§t|nlans |n.the occupied territories. The restrictions
available for consultation. Where material is not listed in thg!ating to land in the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and East
annex, itis referred to in footnotes to the text and is availabférusalem are of the following nature.

for consultation.

Land
22. The Special Committee took note of the report of Hannu o o .
Halinen, the Special Rapporteur of the Commission o8- 1he expropriation of Palestinian-owned land in the
Human Rights to investigate Israel’s violations of humafccupied territories has continued. It is estimated that more

rights in the Palestinian territories occupied by Israel sindBan 74 per cent of the land in the West Bank and some 40 per
19678 cent of land in the Gaza Strip have been confiscated by Israel

since 1967. Out of the total surface of 27,000 square
kilometres in the West Bank, 21,000 square kilometres had

IV. Situation of human rights of the been taken by Israel. This leaves Palestinians with less than

fAi ; ; 7,000 square kilometres, in addition to some 40 per cent of
Palestinian people in the Occupled the surface of Gaza. The policy of confiscation of Palestinian

territories: Gaza, the West Bank and |angis widely perceived in the occupied territories as having

East Jerusalem been intensified since the signing of the Oslo Accords.
) ) 29. The land confiscated appears to be principally
A. General introductory observations agricultural land, pastures, as well as orchards, olive groves

and vineyards, thereby depriving its owners of their source
23. The Fourth Geneva Convention relative to theflivelihood. The land confiscated is used for the building of
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 Augushew settlements, the expansion of existing ones, for stone
1949, applies to Israel as the “occupying Power”, in terms gliarries and for the construction of bypass roads, which are
the Convention. used only by settlers and link skements to each other while

24. Interms ofthe Oslo Accords, the occupied PalestiniQﬁ(paSSing towns and villages inhabited by Palestinians.

territories were divided into areas A, B and C, witl80. Land confiscated in the Gaza Strip is mostly used for
allocations of responsibilities with regard to security and civiettlement expansion.
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31. Palestinian-owned land currently being confiscated in  37. The construction and expansion of settlements has given
East Jerusalem is in the heart of the part of the Old City rise to the displacement of the populatiétiriglithé area,
exclusively inhabited by Arabs. These confiscations are as is the case with a number of bedouin tribes living in the
believed to be aimed at reaffirming Israeli sovereignty over vicinity of settlements in the Jerusalem area. The Israeli

all parts of the city. authorities carry out the eviction through the Civil
Administration, with the help of the Israeli Defence Forces.
Settlements The building of settlements gives rise to environmental

32. The Special Committee has been informed that thedr%mage’ partly as a result of waste v_vaters coming from
. : . ._settlements. Other damage to the environment came from
are 194 Jewish settlements in the occupied Palestinigh . ; ) : -
T ) . L actories and stone quarries, especially those in the vicinity
territories, built on approximately 1 million dunufhs ;
. ] %f'léulkarm, near water source and water spring areas. Water
confiscated land; 67 of these settlements have been expanwglS beina both polluted and diverted by explosions. In
or built since the signature of the Oslo Accords. g P y exp '

_ . . . addition, the Special Committee was informed that atomic
33. The Special Committee was informed thatli®97, waste was buried near bedouin areas close to the Dead Sea
30,000 dunums of land were confiscated for the building arghd that they served as dumping grounds for solid waste.
expansion of settlements and the construction of roads. 38, On 21 June 1998, the Israeli autities decided to

34. The Special Committee was also informed that the loggpand the municipal boundaries of Jerusalem, drawn to
of Palestinian-owned land occurred in the following wayssxclude the city’'s Arab population to the greatest extent

confiscation of land through military orders; declaration gjossible, but to include settlements on occupied Palestinian
land as “State land”; acts of settlers such as fencing off witbrritory in the West Bank, thereby creating a greater Jewish
barbed wire of land adjacent to existing settlementsitfatis  majority in the city.

les; and falsification of ments. . - .
sales; and falsification of documents 39. The Israeli authorities have allowed the establishment

35. From 1992 to 1996, the Government of Israglfarmed settler militias to patrol the areasand settlements
proclaimed a freeze on the building of new settlements bghd bypass roads. Palestinians are said to have no legal
the expansion of existing ones has continued. In Augd96  recourse. Settlers systematically benefit from the protection
the Government officially lifted the freeze on the building obf the Israeli army. In addition, settlers are offered financial
settlements in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip andjifcentives such as subsidies, tax breaks, preferential
February 1997 authorized the building of a newtlsenent, mortgage rates, occasionally free plots of land, as well as
to be named Har Homa, in Jabal Abu Ghneim in Eaglonuses for businesses. Housing intlsenents is much
Jerusalem, with construction beginning on 18 March 199¢heaper than in the territory of Israel and the number of
Har Homa was to constitute the last link in the chain diousing units being built within settlements is on the rise. The
settlements completely encircling Arab-populated Eagbnstruction of settlements has resulted in acts of violence
Jerusalem. The  Secretary-General stated thgktween Palestinians and Israeli settlers.

demographically, the establishment of the settlement wou o .
grap 4 %1% In Hebron, 400 settlers who live in the centre of the city

have a significant effect on further advancing the forc L . .
alteration of the religious and ethnic composition of occupieSGUbJeCt. its Arab populat!on (120’900) tq daily at.tgcks. They
St trained dogs on children, write racist graffiti on walls,

East Jerusalem. He indicated that, economically, tlf*?n It children and teachers in schools. break doors and
establishment of a settlement on the site was expected to h it e en a eachers In schools, break doors a

damaging effects on an already devastated Palestim%rr\m:(ure mr scwkﬁorl]shanc: Stelf g?ntigg rli<orairr11, l""ré?ntegrorl'(zi
economy in the occupied territories. Shopkeepers, which has resutte Jures, inciuding broke

bones and burns. Settlers in Hebron are guarded by the army.

36. Alarge number of settlements have been classifiedff The Special Committee’s attention was drawn by a
“national priority” areas. The Special Committee was told that” P y

new settlements were built and the existing ones expanansdyChOlogISt to the very considerable traumatic effects on

not only for social but also for political and strategici'tlt?er?nli?sdi;hﬁ:repégzgog)t?iy C?rlaseegc?ii/ttalevs:;aig :‘Iosrrr]'rr?e?jm of
purposes, believed to be aimed at isolating Palestinian towr;fs . P-
Q) Instances where children were held by settlers for some

and villages. Settlements are mostly built on hills and hi [l e in CircUMSEANces causing Very areat concem to parents
ground in order to control the areas below and often resemble ™’ SIng very g P '
or example, the Committee was told about the case of a

military fortifications. Settlements are surrounded by concrete .
. mall boy who was on his way back from school and who was

walls and barbed wire and watchdogs are used to patrol thq . .

eld by settlers for a number of hours. The Special Catte®

fences around the settlements.
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was informed by witnesses that, on occasion, some settlers  Strip. That had arisen from that fact that, in general, the
who had attacked Palestinian children were not prosecuted “master plans” for Palestinian towns and villages had not
because they were pronounced as being “mentally retarded”. been adjusted 19i48e despite the growth of the

The Al Mawasi area near Khan Younis is particularly affected  population. No new structural plans had been established for
since it is surrounded by settlements and strict control is zones inhabited by Palestinians although the number of
implemented over all products coming in and out of the area, inhabitants had risen sharply. As an example, the city of
including gas, road-making and construction material, as well Nablus had 30,000 inhabitants in 1944 andI@8y0GG.

as on the movement of persons. The situation is compounded The housing shortage was particularly acute in East
by the fact that no schools have been constructed in Khan Jerusalem. While there was no Jewish population in that part
Younis, in the Gaza Strip, to accommodate the number of of the cit@8v, there were now about 160,000 Jews in
children so that children from the Al Mawasi area have to East Jerusalem and Arabs constitute a minority in the city.
pass through settlements and military checkpoints on their Some 34 per cent of East Jerusalem had been completely

way to and from school. annexed while the remaining 52 per cent of the area had been
designated as a “green zone”. The Israeli policy for Jerusalem
Roads did not allow the Palestinian population to increase beyond

42. The building of highways and bypass roads in th28 per cent. The Committee was informed that the restriction

. L ) . .0f the Arab population of Jerusalem to a certain percentage
occupied territories has had serious economic repercussions.

on the livelihood of the population since they are built on Ian%enved from the policy of the Israeli Government to maintain

- . - ageographical balance in favour of Jews. On 21 11988,
taken from Palestinians. No construction by Palestinians W?] . " . ) .
e Israeli authorities decided to extend the city’s municipal

allowed up to a distance of 150 metres on either side of the

road while the limit for settlers is 4 metres. One witness to doundanes to encompass more Jews and to maintain the

the Special Committee that a number Israeli peace moveme%?srcentage of Palestinians at around 25 per cent.
and the Meretz political party had contacted Palestinians4®. The Israeli authorities have taken various kinds of
order to be able better to inform average Israelis about theéigtions regarding housing. Very few licences to build new

situation. homes or even enlarge existing ones are issued to Palestinians

43. Oncertain roads near settlements aw®, Palestinians b%?jsr;l;?wlglrﬁ)glsagvtvmolgtrﬁsinoggﬁjr:aslilrin;bétlslcr?lgfs ttr?azulljds $
are not allowed to drive cars alone, without at least o ae

passenger. This measure has been introduced by the Isr 8"200, Wlh".:h ms"’?"es |tglgnaﬁ%rda9kéle FO the.mar:ontybof the
authorities in order to protect gkers on the assumption thatblrj?lt %?p;aallggzﬁialzgevlvhilz,dfl4 '281uosrm§ u?giin?;; efizr
a person driving a car alone would be more likely to blovt\{mes more have bee;l built for :]ews In vri)erz)w of the h())/usin
themselves up in a suicide bombing. " . '9
shortages for Arabs, most people with Jerusalem identity
44. The building of bypass roads was viewed in theards are compelled to look for housing 5 or 6 kilometres
occupied territories as having the aim to cut off contactgvay from the city, which entails the threat of loss of their
between Palestinian cities and villages in the West Banlgentity cards.
Vineyards and olive groves are often destroyed in the proceisi.

n adion. e existnce ofbypass roads aflectspuls o, V12555 0008 Seci Comios o e o
students since they are prevented from reaching theioals. ps L . 9 ! P
X Co of Palestinian housing, in so-called “green areas”, on paths
Witnesses spoke about the psychological impact of bypass . o
. : eading to settlements or near bypass roads. No building was
roads on pupils and students since they prevent them fror[l . A . )
allowed outside the plan, especially in area C, as designated

going to school by posing severe physical hardsmps appder the Oslo Accords, and houses built or expandétbuit
obstacles. There are often parallel roads running one next 10

the other, the good one being used by settlers and the otl"j}eorermIt were demollshg_d. In view of natl_JraI demogr_aph|c
by Palestinians. growth, many Arab families enlarged their houses without

previously obtaining a licence to do so from the Israeli
authorities, who subsequently demolished those parts of
houses on those gunds. For example, the house of a
45. The Special Committee was informed thatioeising Palestinian family in Hebron had been demolished three times
problem concerning Palestinians dates back to the occupatiimce March 1998 and its owner jailed and tortured for three
of their land in 1967. Witnesses spoke of seveoaising hours.

shortages in the cities and towns of the West Bank and Gaza

Housing
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48. It is estimated that for the past two years, the Israeli per cent of the cases filed with courts by legal Arab house
authorities have demolished an Arab-owrexise everytwo owners had been successful si8&¥. The situation was

days and that 249 houses were demolished987. An compunded by the fact that members of the Palestinian Bar
additional 609 houses are slated for demolition. The Israeli were not allowed to speak and appear in Israeli courts.
human rights organization Betzelem has reported that the r
of house demolitions had risen 75 per cent over the past th
years and that 1.16 houses were demolished every day in
occupied territories. Aerial photos of land are taken every Shruy
months by the Israeli authorities and demolition notices areis
subsequently served. Warnings are issued for house owners,

to (.Jlem-olish the buildings., them;e!ves Within_seven da}./\fras told about an extended Palestinian family whose 17
Objections may be submitted within 30 days if they are 'Members had lived in four rooms, two kitchens and three

Arabic and within 45 days if they are in Hebrew. A witne_s%a rooms until March 1998. Twice when they had tried to
stated that houses had been demolished before the EXpIrg and, their home had been demolished for lack of a licence.

that period. They now lived in one room and one kitchen, with no

49. As concerns rural areas, the Special Committee was bathroom. If they left the city, they would lose their Jerusalem
informed that the Israeli authorities designated Arab villages identity cards. Many Palestinians lived in unhealthy
on maps as consisting only of mosques and areas within a 200 conditions in order not to lose their residency rights in
metre radius around the mosque. That comprises the “legal” Jerusalem.

part of the village so permits were not issued for construction

beyond those limits. Most of the agricultural land belonging Water

to the villages was therefore outside theulndaries drawn on 52. Israel controls the principal aquifer under the West

the maps. There was no clear-cut survey or Iegislati(g] ;
regarding land. Land in the occupied territories had be ank as well as most of the water sources supplying
9 g ’ P alestinians in Gaza. Israelis and settlers have unlimited

registered under the British Mandate for Palestine, Turkish .
. : access to water all yeaound, at prices that are below those

rule or the Jordanian Government. The Committee was. - - .

. : . - aid by Palestinians. Settlers have unlimited supplies of water

informed that all land sales in the occupied territories welpe . ) .

- . . . —and are estimated to consume five times as much as
unofficial and that land had on occasion been registered in t%e . L L .
dlestinians. Many maintain swimming pools even at times
name of deceased persons. L

when Palestinians face severe water shortages. For example,
50. The Special Committee received extensive testimopyestimated that 70 per cent of the water in Hebron goes to
regarding the housing conditions in East Jerusalem. Thettlements and 30 per cent goes to the city’s Palestinian
housing shortage concerning Palestinians is the most acilieabitants. The fight between Palestinian and Israelis is
in Jerusalem where land belonging to Palestinians had begsscribed essentially as being a fight for land.
declared as a “green area” where building was not aIIowe,\_gj3

) . ) ; . Itis estimated that the 3,000 to 4,000 settlers living in
However, the designation of a “green area” had on occasign . .
) g e Gaza Strip use 75 per cent of the available ground water
been removed in order to allow for building by Jews. The

while the approximately 1 million Palestinians use less than

demolition of houses had intensified, particularly in Jerusale% . s -
per cent. The high level of contamination and salinity of
over the past two years where more than 150 houses owr%ﬁd

by Arabs were demolished in 1997. An atianal problem e water in Gaza also gives rise to water-borne diseases.
facing Palestinians was the intended building in the middR4. For the past five years, there has often been no water
Arab-inhabited East Jerusalem of 132 housing units for JeigPalestinian houses in the summer. Only wealthy Palestinian
by the United States businessman Irving Moskowitz. THamilies can afford water tanks at five times the cost of water.
confiscation of Arab-owned houses in the Old City oBettlements have swimming pools and gardens while
Jerusalem was done through falsified documents, which havalestinians have not had sufficient water for agriculture for
been proven as such in Israeli courts. However, those fralli¢ past 12 years.

files had been closed every time by the Israeli Government.

The houses were not sold by the legal owner but often by

persons renting them or unknown individuals whose names

were not mentioned “for security reasons” and the British

Mandate Absentee Property Law was also invoked. Only 5

8% Since a construction permit and other administrative

Grk necessary to build a house in Jerusalem costs around
,000 new shekels (approximate$80,000), those
salemites who cannot afford such prices have built homes
ide the city's municipal boundaries. Palestinians who own
still have to pay for the licence. The Special Coithee
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2. Restrictions affecting movement of Palestinians having the obligation to spend the night at the usual place of
within, between, and their exit from and re-entry  residence. Palestinian day labourers working in Israel are
into the occupied territories obliged to spend the night at their places of residence. If they

55. The evidence received by the Special Committee shofe caught overnight in Israel, both the Palestinian workers

that restrictions are made on the Palestinian population of t_ﬂ@d _thelr Israeli employers face penalties and possible
occupied territories regarding their freedom of movemerlfPrisonment.

The restrictions relating to the freedom of movementinthe 62. Permits to enter Israel are issued to Palestinians for
West Bank, Gaza Strip and East Jerusalem are administered specific reasons such as medical treatment. The Special
by way of passports, identity cards, travel permits and Committee was told that a “convincing reason” such as a

closures. death certificate issued by the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) was sometimes required for a permit to be
Identity cards, travel permits issued. Special arrangements existed for Palestinian medical

56. There appears to the Special Committee to be a V%é?/rkers and important Palestinian persons such as members

complex and elaborate system of control with respect :het_PfilesLtm'fiT ?Uthgr'ty C_Iablnet and members of the

movement of Palestinians in the occupied territories. alestinian Legisiative L-ouncil.

57. Asdesignated in the Oslo Accords, Palestinians Iivin63.' The inhabitants ofJe_rusaIem have identity ca_ers _and

in area A of the occupied territories have Palestinial joy freedom of movement in Israel. However, the situation
S . . {elating to identity cards for the Arab inhabitants of Jerusalem

passports and Palestinian identity cards. Their movement is

restricted to the parts of the occupied territories in which th('%Sy parhcylarly SErious. The plue line” of municipal :
. : oundaries of Jerusalem is being redrawn by the Israeli
reside and they need a permit to enter Israel.

authorities to exclude neighbourhoods inhabited by Arabs,
58. Besides needing a permit to enter Israel, Palestiniaggich entails automatic loss of a Jerusalem identity card and
from Gaza are required to have a “magnetic card” which igsidency rights. In the case of Jerusalem, the Israeli
issued and updated by the Israeli security services and shawshorities are said to apply the “Law of Entry into Israel”.
that their security record is “clean”. Arab Jerusalemites are required to prove that Jerusalem is

59. Owing to the de facto annexation of Jerusalem by Isralll€ir “centre of life” through numerous documents proving
Palestinians living in Jerusalem have Israeli identity card@at they were born, live and have the right to live in the city.
which allow them free movement within Israel. Only officiallt iS estimated that the boundaries drawn in this manner have
Palestinian inhabitants of Jerusalem have access to the @j€ady placed some 60,000 to 80,000 Palestinian
This affects all Palestinian economic, social and cultural ligerusalemites outside the city limits. When an identity card
and denies Muslims and Christians from the West Bank affWwithdrawn, the Palestinian has to leave the city within 15
the Gaza Strip access to the Al-Agsa Mosque and the Dof@ys- These measures are in keeping with the policy of the
of the Rock as well as to the Church of the Holy Sepulchr&rae” authorities to maintain a Jewish majority in the city.
Itis virtually impossible for Palestinians from the Gaza Strighe Special Committee was informed that additional

and other parts of the West Bank to enter Jerusalem. restrictive measures concerning eligibility of Arab
Jerusalemites to retain and obtain identity cards had been

60. Palestinian workers from the occupied territories ”e%ensified since the signing of the peace agreements
a permit to enter and work in Israel. The issuing of permits

to Palestinians is restricted to specific age groups, f6@. Palestinian Jerusalemites are treated as foreigners in
example, to married males above 35 years of age becaud®ir own city and have to justify their eligibility to hold a

is assumed that they have a family and are less likely thd@rusalem identity card. They cannot leave the city for reasons
young unmarried males to commit security-related offenc8§Ch as studying abroad for more than seven years, cannot
in Israel. Witnesses from Gaza stated that, as a general rd@&e up residence elsewhere and cannot have dizgship,
permits were not issued to persons over 15 years of age, &idof which does not apply to Jewish Jerusalemites. The

were extended to women up to 35 and men up to 45 yearéﬁedal Committee was informed that the time limit for IIVIng
age. outside Jerusalem had been lowered to five years and that the

. . ) residence permits of some Arab Jerusalemites were
61.  Permits may be issued for a certain number of hOYg&h rawn after only one year of absence. Palestinians who

during a single day (five or eight), which obliges their holde,q e 1yorn in Jerusalem and have ancestry in the city are not

to return to the place of residence to spend the night. Permilg, e if they realize that they have no grounds to revoke
may also be issued for more than one day, but with the holder
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an Arab Jerusalemites residence permit, Israeli authorities permits to attend international seminars and conferences if
encourage them to take Israeli citizenship. they are taking place in East Jerusalem, on grounds of

65. Attention has been drawn to the situation of nor?—ecu”ty‘

resident spouses married to Jerusalemites who have applied 69. Students are denied access to Jerusalem University. An
for a Jerusalem residence permit. The processing of additional difficulty is that the consulates of most countries
applications may take a number of years. If the applicants are located in Jerusalem so Palestinian students who wish to
leave Jerusalem, they have to start the process anew. The studyabroad have to go to embassies in other Arab countries
Special Committee was informed that practically no family in order to get visas since they cannot enter Jerusalem.

reunificat.ion requests hao! beep approve(_j in. cases where 90 People are discouraged from applying for permits out
spouse is a Jerusalemite since the signing of the pegi&ey; of long process and arbitrariness in obtaining a

agreements. permit, not knowing until the last moment whether it will be

66. Until recently, having one Jerusalemite parent sufficed issued, fear ofliftiom at checkpoints and border

for the registration of births. The municipal authorities of crossings, fear of physical violence, special humiliation such
Jerusalem now require that both parents be official residents  as strip searches, especially of women, and the fear of being
of Jerusalem before a child can be registered as a stranded in another part of the occupied territories in the
Jerusalemite. This poses serious problems with regard to eventofa closure. The Special Committee was informed that
health insurance, access to education in public schools and itwas easy to be stopped, detained and arrested in the West
other benefits and entitlements. The National Insurance Bank, especially at the King Hussein Bridge.

Institute conducts an investigation of every birth, which may,
last up to a year, to see if the family of the newborn arg en
residents of Jerusalem. If the investigation is not completed
before the birth, all expenses are borne by the family. TH&- The Special Committee asked witnesses from Gaza
Special Committee was informed that an estimated 15,0wtrether the situation regarding the freedom of movement had

newborns in East Jerusalem currently did not have medidgiProved during the period under review. They stated that
insurance. there had been some improvement in the procedures of

applying for permits and that once a permit had been issued,

67. Alive b|r_th” certificate from a hospital is the only it was less likely that entry into Israel would be denied in an
proof that a child has been born. For an Arab woman bitrary manner

deliver a child who will be considered as a Jerusalemite, she
is asked to produce a marriage licence, birth certificate and
proof of payment of thearnonatax (the Jerusalem local
property tax), and electricity and water bills, sometimes goiné3-  The Israeli authorities had introduced the policy of
back 15 years. It is estimated that there are currently sogl@sures of the occupied territories, for alleged reasons of
15,000 children in Jerusalem without birth certificates, whicgecurity, on a regular basis in March 1993, haligh
means that they cannot obtain a Jerusalemtitiepard when restrictions on freedom of movement had been imposed in
they turn 16. If caught by the authorities, they can be drivekP91 during the Gulf war.

out of the city and the identity cards of the whole family coul¢ 4,  The aim of the closures is to restrict the movement of
be revoked. inhabitants of the occupied territories between parts of the
68. Since June 1998, doctors and nurses from the G#&ggupied territories and between the occupied territories and
Strip have not been issued permits to enter the West Bal§kael, for purported security reasons. The degree of strictness
and, in particular, East Jerusalem. Since permits to entérthe closures imposed on the occupied territories varies.
Israel and the West Bank used to be issued by the Isra€lpsures have not prevented security incidents in Israel.

Coordinator’s Office, the fact that the permits are now issued;  One type of closure consists of denying access to Israel
by the Employment Bureau of the Ministry of Laboukg the inhabitants of the Gaza Strip and the West Bank.
constitutes a negative development in the sense that persgRgther type is the so-called “internal” closure, which
without a licence to practice medicine in Israehoat receive prohibits the inhabitants of the West Bank from leaving the
permits to enter either Israel or the West Bank. This al§gyns and villages in which they live. 1996, the inhabitants
applies to Palestinian doctors from Gaza who want to Wog¢ 465 Palestinian towns and villages in areas of the West
in Palestinian hospitals in East Jerusalem. Besides Wqsknk under Israeli control could not leave their places of
permits, most doctors from the Gaza Strip can not receiygsigence as a result of the imposition of a complete internal

The Special Committee was informed by a witness that
settlers could ask Palestinians for their tdgpapers.

Closures
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closure of the West Bank. In 1997, even foreigners wereC. Manner of implementation of restrictions
prevented from leaving the Gaza Strip during a strict closure.

76. Another classification divides closures into thre@l. Theimplementation of restrictions takes place in the
categories: all of the Gaza Strip is under a general closurd@fowing ways: delays and difficulties in granting
all times; strict closures when all permits are cancelled; afgithorizations;  checkpoints; interrogation procedures;
absolute closures, which are applicable even within the w@§iministrative detention and conditions of detention;
Bank and the Gaza Strip when persons cannot return to th@iPrisonment and conditions of imprisonment; the use of
places of residence or are unable to leave them. The Speépife; the proposed law absolving persons of liability to
Committee was informed, however, that medical doctors we$@Mpensate; aspects of the administration of justice, including
allowed to pass through checkpoints lgtit an entry permit Military courts; and the lack afccess to legal representation
during internal closures of the West Bank, upon presentati@fd intelligence files.

of a card indicating that they were employed by a medicgb. The Special Committee was informed about the
establishment. The inhabitants of the occupied territories S@Wpressive ways in which restrictions were imp|emented. One
the imposition of closures only as a pretext to imposgfthe principal ways in which the Israeli authorities exercised
hardships on Palestinian civiliangter alia, by placing control over the occupied territories was by restricting the
restrictions on their economic aCtiVitieS, inClUding Importﬂght to freedom of movement of the Palestinian popu|ation_
and exports, and restricting their freedom of movement. |t did that through an intricate system oflitary orders, laws

77. Under article XXXI (8) of the Israeli-PalestinianPertaining to various legal systems, rules and administrative
Interim Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza Strqplicies and practices. The Committee was also informed that
signed in 1995° the Gaza Strip and the West Bank constitdife situation had deteriorated since the signing of the Oslo
a single territorial unit. “Safe passages” should have beégcords.

opened between those parts of the occupied territories for the

movement of persons, vehicles and goods. Tége accords 1. Delays and difficulties in granting authorizations

also provide for the opening of a sea port and an airport s There are no written rules issued by the Israeli

Gaza, which has not taken place to date. Witnesses hg\gnorities that govern the granting to Palestinians of permits
stated that closures have generated anger, frustratigng authorizations to enter Israel. The delays and difficulties
helplessness and loss of hope among the Palestingftountered in the past were often of an entirely arbitrary
population. nature, both with regard to the granting of permits and

78. Although the peacaccords stipulate that there shouldionouring them once they had been issued. Human rights
be freedom of movement for Palestinians within the Gaggganizations have on occasion intervened to obtain permits
Strip, it has remained divided into three main areas: northefll emergency health cases.

central and southern. During absolute closures, Gazagig  The Israeli authorities have started to invoke the pretext
completely isolated from Israel, the West Bank and EQypdt security in order to deny permits to medical staff from Gaza

The internal closures between parts of the Gaza Strip resi@liyork in the West Bank and in particular in East Jerusalem.
from the closing of main roads located near Israeli

settlements. The so-called “yellow areas” in the vicinity of° The delays and difficulties in obtai_ning authorizations
settlements are completely off limits to Palestinians. [0 €Nter Israel or to move between different parts of the

] ) ~occupied territories affect in particular the families of
79.  Witnesses described the adverse economic effects in fi§estinian prisoners detained in Israel. The Special

West Bank of closures on farmers who were denied accessd@mmittee was informed, however, that the contact of
their fields for hours or days at a time. prisoners with their families had recently improved to a
80. The Special Committee was informed that there h&g@rtain extent. The Committee was informed that it was easier
been fewer closures of the occupied territories which coufer Gazans to obtain permits to enter Israel and tiuistrial

be described as “dramatic” but that, in general, the Palestinig@nes than the West Bank.

population did not feel that any significant improvements hagg  The Special Committee inquired whether there had been
taken place. The Gaza Strip was described by witnesses,ag improvements in the situation. It was informed that there
an open prison. had been fewer deaths at checkpoints than before.

11
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2. Checkpoints 3. Interrogation procedures

87. One ofthe ways in which the Israeli authorities impose 91. Guidelines concerning the interrogation procedures
restrictions on the freedom of movement of Palestinians is by  used by Israel’'s General Security Service in connection with
establishing numerous checkpoints throughout the occupied  security matters are contained in the partly confidential report
territories. The checkpoints are manned by Israeli soldiers  ofthe Landau Commission which allows the use of “moderate
and can be fixed or mobile. The Special Committee was physical pressure”. These guidelines were deemed completely
informed that all of the main roads to Jerusalem as well as unacceptable by the Committee against Torture. Since
subsidiary roads were closed by military barriers and Octob2984, the General Security Service has been
roadblocks at which searches, harassment and other forms of  authorized by an interministerial committee to apply “special
humiliation were a common occurrence. According to some measures” relating to physical pressure to Palestinian
witnesses, the soldiers manning the roadblocks were usually detainees which are believed to amount to aggravated forms
young and several had reportedly stated that they considered  of torture.

manning checkpoints as “entertainment” and “recreation 92. Methods of interrogation used by the General Security

88. Inthe Gaza Strip, checkpoints are mostly located in the Service include suspension by hands tied behind the back,
vicinity of settlements as well as between towns ailldhges hooding, sleep and food deprivation, position abuse, exposure
inhabited by Palestinians. The inhabitants of the Al Mawasi  to very loud music, very bright light and extremes of heat and
area near Khan Younis face particular difficulties in this cold, as well as violent shaking. Verbal threats against the
respect since they are surrounded by land taken by Israeli detainee or their family are used as well. Violent shaking can
settlements. School children and other persons sometimes cause permanent incapacitation or death through brain
have to wait several hours to pass through the checkpoints. haemorrhaging but does not leave any visible traces on the
The Special Committee was informed that two months ago body. It is estimated that some 1,000 to 1,500 Palestinians are
a seriously ill person from the Gaza Strip had died at a border interrogated by the Israeli intelligence every year and that 85
crossing into Israel. per cent of them are subjected to torture.

89. Passing through checkpoints is particularly difficult for 93. One former administrative detainee told the Special
Palestinian workers from Gaza employed in Israel. As a result  Committee that he had been questioned up to eight times a day
of the delays at checkpoints and in particular the border overa period of 60 to 70 days. He had been deprived of sleep
crossing from Gaza into Israel at Erez, most Palestinian for 14 consecutive days. In addition, he had spent four days
workers are obliged to leave home at 2 a.m. in order to reach on a small stool and had been suspended for three or four
their places of work in Israel on time at 7 a.m. The workers days, which he described as worse than beating.

are obliged to pass one by one through a narrow CONCIf®  The Committee against Torture deemed that such

tunnel with a metal roof about 1 kilometre in length. How faﬁhterrogation methods constituted breaches of thav@ntion
the queues advance often depends on the mood of the SO'%' finst Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading

at the border crossing. It has been stated that this process tment and Punishment which Israel had ratified in 1991

worker arrives late, he is skent hom;a andddoesn;:(recelv%rlg%e" Criminal Law stipulated that no Government employee
wages. Up to 25,000 workers are orce to walk every 'Was allowed to use force to obtain information from a third
through the narrow concrete tunnel, which has been descri ty. Force was not defined in the Israeli Penal Code. The
as a “cat_tle run”. Persons W|§h|ng to pray gt_the A_I'Aqséommittee was informed that the Supreme Court and the
I\/_Io_s_que In J(_erusalem or families of Palestinian p”soneﬁ\sttorney-General had not objected to the methods used by
visiting them in Israel have to do the same. interrogators and that the Attorney-General had indicated that
90. A newborn baby died on 26 Augus®98 kecause of the reasons behind that were security and terrorism
delays at an Israeli Army roadblock near Hebron, in the West  prevention.

Bank. The mother gave birth in her car after soldiers at
Israeli military checkpoint forced her to take a longer rout dopted in its first reading the draft of the so-called General

toa Hebron ho§p|tal. Three 'Pales'tlnlan workers W',th valideryice Law whose article 17 would absolve General Security
permits were killed by Israeli soldiers at a checkpoint Ne&ervice interrogators of criminal responsibility in the

the city of Hebron on 10 March 1998. discharge of their mission, even in the case of death.

In March 1998, the Israeli Parliament (the Knesset)
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96.

The attention of the Special Committee has been drawn4. Administrative detention and conditions of

to a serious matter, namely the role of medical doctors with  detention

reference to the torture of Palestinian prisoners. A report% The

Israeli authorities make extensive use of

Amnesty International, entitled *Under constant rnedicaeldministrative detention, without charges or trial, of

supervision: Torture, lll-Treatment and
Professions in Israel and the Occupied Territories”

the H?\;‘glﬂ’alestinians suspected of being linked to security-related
( 'c:)‘ffences and matters. Administrative detainees are denied due

15/37/96), dated Augus1996, contains the following process of law. The initial period of administrative detention

passages:

97.

is six months and may be renewed indefinitely by the
“Amnesty International has received no evidence competaeiitany officer. The Special Committee was
suggesting that any Israeli doctor or other health informed thhbagh they are not charged and sentenced
professional assists actively in torture or ill-treatment.  officially, administrative detainees are held in much the same
But Israeli doctors and paramedics are silent witnesses, conditions as regular prisoners. Some Palestinians have been
participating in a system which denies the physical and held in administrative detention for several years. Witnesses
mental integrity of the human being which health testifying before the Special Committee emphasized the
professionals are bound to uphold. Amnesty arbitrariness of administrative detention.

Ir_lternatio.nal believes .that health prqfessionals h_avelﬁo_ Orders for detention are reviewed bijitary courts and
v!tal r_ole in do_cumgntlng and exposing human rlghtf"fles are classified as confidential. This denies the detainee
violations _and IS calling on _the_ Israeli Government angnd his lawyer access to the information that constitutes the
the 'Sfae" Medical Association to ensure that tortUrBagis for detention contained in the file and deprives him of
and |II_—treatment are sto_pped an(_j that health,e chance to defend himself. The names of persons to be
professionals are not drawn into colluding in a SYSt®Hktained are provided by the intelligence officers. The file is
of torture and ill-treatment. therefore accessible only to intelligence officers who, in turn,

“... Israeli health professionals working with the can convince the judge. An additional complication is the lack
General Security Service (GSS) — the security branch  of access of lawyers to their clients owing to the restrictions
most involved in the interrogation of Palestinian aqd by the Israeli authorities on movement of Palestinians
detainees — form part of a system in which detainees are  between and within parts of the occupied territories and
tortured, ill-treated and humiliated in ways which place regardiogess to Israel.

curr]rent”pnson medical practice in conflict with medlcaim_ The Special Comittee was informed of the extremely
ethics. long periods, sometimes several years, that Palestinians spent
Further testimony on the role of medical doctors with  in administrative detention. From 1995 to 1997, Palestinian

regard to the torture of Palestinian prisoners was given by an  administrative detainees boycotted the hearings at which their
Israeli member of a non-governmental organization: detention orders were reviewed because of the large rate of

98.
police had requested the non-governmental organization
assist them in the setting up of an ethics committee.

“When we say participation of doctors in torturerenewals. Thirteen Palestinians have spent more than five

we mean three possible ways of participation. One years in administrative detention. Fi.IeS are .kept confidentigl
the actual torturing, and as far as we know it almodt the request of the Genera}l Security Serwce,.v.vhos_e advice
does not happen. The second is not reporting &II[en preva|l_s over the dgcmons taken by the m|I|taryJL{nges.
patients who arrive and complain about torture, an‘Bhe Committee was informed that some of the military

unfortunately that is what happens in most cases. Tﬂg'cerS sitting as judges did not have a legal backgTd and
doctor will not report that the person he saw wall had been stated that some were settlers with known

tortured — among other reasons because he does RS{eMIst views.

know who to report to. And the third way, which 1think102. The arbitrariness ofufilgements was emphasized.

is the most severe one, is when the doctor gives the Persons placed in administrative detention were interrogated

interrogator medical information that will help him bythe General Security Service. Prisoners were also placed

torture the prisoner.” in administrative detention after completion of their regular

The Special Committee was informed that the Isra [ison.sentences. The rate .of reneiwall of administrative
gtention orders was very high. Objections to that effect

before military courts had yielded some positive results: a

larger number of persons had been released after an

agreement was reached on the non-renewal of administrative
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detention orders. Nevertheless, the security authorities séitcords, riiitary orders remained in force in the occupied
prevailed over legal authorities regarding detention orders. territories.

The military commander of the army could renew orderf 7. According to the Oslo Accords, certain categories of

regardilng administrative detention even if a judge decid% isoners were to be released, such as those having been
otherwise. imprisoned for more than 10 years or having served two thirds

103. nditions of detention for administrative detainees of their sentence, women, persons under 16 years of age and
were described as oppressive, including in physical terms, verycritical medical cases. A withess mentioned the case of
because ofthe intense heat and lack oftitation of rooms. a 75-year-old prisoner who had already spent 23 years in
Food was of poor quality and detainees had to supplement it prison. A life sentence for Israelis is 23 years while for
at their own expense. The Special Committee was informed Palestinians it is 35 years.

that administrative detainees received even less medical capg According to a studyanducted by the Gaza Community
than. septenced. PrISONers. Accprdmg to V‘{"”?Sses* the 0R‘/|¥ntal Health Programme among former Palestinian political
medication provided were sedatives and pain killers and thefe. - .« \vho were detained in Israeli prisons, the majority

were delays_ in administering medication. Given the nature Qlﬁffered from a wide variety of ailments such as depression,

their detention, Fheywere d(_enled compllqated dental or ot ﬁxiety, post-traumatic stress disorder, schizophrenia,
trea.tment, Wh'Ch, the vyltness described as a doub Bpressive psychosis and adjustment disorders, depending on
punlshmer_lt. Cardiac patients were not r(_aleased even whe type of physical and/or psychological torture that they had

th_ey provided the court with medical files from Israel'been subjected to. At least 30 per cent of detainees suffered
prisons. from post-traumatic stress disorder. In view of the economic

104. The Special Comitiee heard the testimony of a person  conditions prevailing in the occupied territories, most former
who had spent more than four years in administrative prisoners were unemployed, felt very frustrated and angry and
detention. He was first questioned for a period of two months  saw no future for themselves. They were prone to outbursts
but did not confess to any of the charges. On the day he was ofanger and domestic violence, such as attacks on and abuse
slated to be released, it was announced that his administrative  of their wives and children; they also suffered themselves
detention had been renewed for an additional six months. His  since they were unable to control such behaviour. Former
detention was renewed 12 times because he was “politically prisoners also suffered from sleep disorders and other
active”; it was always renewed on the last day of the period ailments.

served, which caused psychological suffering of the detainel%9 A number of prisoners have reportedly ated to

having undergone a change of identity and pertitnas well

as behaviour towards their families before and after detention.
105. As has been noted in earlier reports of the Specfahildren of mothers who have been political prisoners
Committee, all Palestinian prisoners were transferred fro#evelop attachment disorders as a reaction to their mothers
the occupied territories to Israel in 1995 after the withdrawals former detainees.

of Israeli troops from the principal cities inhabited by 19 The conditions in which Palestinian prisoners are
Palestinians in the West Bank. The Special Committegcarcerated in Israeli prison are characterized by
hearing testimony in 1998, was informed that there weggercrowding, bad quality and insufficient quantity of food,
between 100 and 250 Pale_stlman ad_mlmst_ratlv_e detainees m of ventilation, occasional physical abuse and lack of
more than 2,000 regular prisoners, including five women, Uyequate medical care. For example, prisoner Youssef Al
Israeli prisons and detention centres. Raya died on 21 June 1998 in Ramleh Prison as a result of
106. According to Israeli flitary orders adopted by the what is believed to be medical negligence. The conditions of
commands of the various military zones, any Israeli officetetention have reportedly continued to deteriorate steadily.

or soldier can arrest any Palestinian in his area. After thg1 Tpe Special Committee’s attention was drawn to the
redeployment of Israeli troops after the signing of the Oslgyation of mentally il Palestinian prisoners who are
Accords, most arrests have taken place at border crossiggsyosed by Israeli psychiatrists as being sane and capable
or checkpoints within the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. Thg sianding trial, in contradiction of diagnoses established

Special Committee was told that by virtue of military, e\ioysly by Palestinian doctors. These persons are
commands, no restrictions existed whatsoever that woulf,isoned in regular facilities. Since the jailers do know

prevent a person who had been arrested from immediatgly,, 1o deal with them, witnesses stated that mentally ill
being referred to the intelligence service. Despite the Pe3Ghisoners were often placed in solitary confinement, which

5. Imprisonment and conditions of imprisonment
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aggravated their condition. The Committee was informed that  were not removed from areas populated by Palestinians after
one mentally ill prisoner had committed suicide in 1997 afterilitary training and manoeuvres of the lIsraeli army.
the director of the prison decided to release him but the Witnesses indicated that no warning signs were posted and
General Security Service had ordered that he remain in that during manoeuvres bombs had been dropped close to
prison. schools. A 14-year-old shepherd had bebedon the spot

in the Tubas area near Jenin in the West Bank. Witnesses

112. The Special Committee’s attention was drawn by'3 dth il i th b hich ised
witness to the policy of the Israeli prison authorities optated that seven villages in the Tubas area, which comprise

keeping Palestinian prisoners in isolation. It was informe%g”CUItura1I Iar?dd vt\)/ere part|§:ucliarly qﬁecfdf and tt_lha:lsome )
that more than 100 Palestinian prisoners were isolated tyg10€UVres had been carrie out just before the harvest,

to a cell of 2 square metres that included a toilet and that th&F'SO"S Whose land had been used for army training had not

basic rights were not respected. They were not allowed to §é:§e“’6d compensation.

their attorneys unless both their hands and their feet were ) o
bound. In addition, they were detained near Israeli criminal /- Proposed law absolving persons of liability to
prisoners, drug addicts and persons suffering from diseases. Compensate
Visitation rights were very limited and in addition to beingl16. A law before the Israeli Parliament would deny
isolated from the rest of the prison population, some prisonetémpensation to Palestinian victims or surviving family
had not received visits for up to six months. Israeli prisonaembers concerning injuries and deaths occurring during the
had subterranean isolation sections that were one or tw@fada. The reason advanced by the Israeli authorities is that
levels underground, which was dangerous from the standpaiié injuries or deaths were caused by activities related to war,
of safety. There was no natural light or ventilation. Som@&hich widens the scope of what constitutes combatant
persons in solitary confinement were taken out for one hoggtivity. It also amounts to considering Palestinian civilians
with shackles on their feet and hands. They were algg combatants. For many Palestinians this compensation is
shackled during family visits. the only way to pay for their medical treatment as a result of
the injuries sustained.

6. Question of the use of force 117. A lawyer who testified before the Special Committee

113. Clashes between Israeli troops and the inhabitants of drew attention to the particularly sad situation of her client
the occupied territories were particularly violent during the  who had clearly been tortured but had not received treatment.
intifada, which began in Decembd987 and resulted in A medical conttee determined that he had a 70 per cent
numerous deaths of and serious injuries sustained by handicap of his left leg owing to electric shocks which
Palestinians. The number of violent incidents involving Israeli  required physiotherapy and prevented him from exercising
troops and Palestinians decreased considerably when the his profession. Under the so-called Intifada Law, he was not
withdrawals and redeployments of the Israeli army diminished eligible for compensation by Israel.
opportunities for direct confrontations. Outbursts of violence
recurred occasionally, often because of political and other8. Aspects of the administration of justice
developments.

) ) ) Military courts
114. The Special Committee was informed that the
occupation forces and Israeli settlers continued to udd8. Witnesses drew the attention of the Special Committee
excessive force against Palestinians despite the absencdhe situation of persons detained in Israel without legal
threats to them that would justify such action. For exampl@Ntry permits and who were subjected to summary trials
the Committee was informed that a 14-year-old boy who whefore military courts with no qualified legal assistance. The
deaf and mute and therefore unable to hear warnings had b&éHation was compounded by the fact that many prisoners
shot in the head by a settler 1997 and had died 10 dayswere not aware of their rights. Since there was no lawyer to
later. Witnesses stated that all incidents involving settlemerftdvise them, such persons often received heavy penalties for
and settlers were condoned by the army and that the expan$®i§gnces not requiring detention and paid large fines.

of settlements and settlers’ actions were supported aWdtnesses stated that there was no due process of law.
abetted by the occupation troops. Military courts were often composed of officers Wwatut legal

. . . background, some being settlers who were known b
115. The Special Committee’s attention was drawn to ﬂl}ealesgtinians to hold extre?nist views y

deaths and injuries, including of children, occasioned by

landmines, unexploded ordnance and other munitions that . .
Representation by Palestinian lawyers
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o o treatment to Israel and even Egypt since it was too expensive
119. Palestinian lawyers are not eligible to represepy; ihem.

Palestinian prisoners before Israeli courts because they are o
not members of the Israeli Bar. Arabs have to sit for nine test€2- Restrictions giced on the freedom of movement of

in Hebrew before passing their bar exams. One Wimegglesti_nians by the Israe!i authorities,_includipg _closures,
viewed this as a deliberate obstacle placed before Palestinig§fult in loss of income in the occupied territories. The
lawyers. Not all prisoners can afford to pay the fees of dtPVerty rate was 36 per centin the Gaza Strip and 10.5 per
Israeli lawyer. Israeli lawyers are hired to defend them, oftéif "t in the West Bank.

through human rights organizations. In &duh to not being 123. Witnesses told the Special Coittere that farmers were
members of the Israel Bar Association, Palestinian lawyefisrced to sell their produce well below cost price.

are denied access to centres of detention and to their clients

since they are often unable to obtain the necessary permits t®. Adults

enter Israel, in particular if they are from the Gaza Strip. . . ) .
P y P 124. The policy pursued by the Israeli auttii@s that limits

the number of workers from the occupied territories who are
allowed to work in Israel is seen as one of the principal
120. Administrative and other detainees and their leggictors for the bad economic situation in the occupied
counsel do not have access to files which they are informeglestinian territories, in particular in the Gaza Strip. This
are confidential. Itis usually the General Security Service thatonomic problem is further exacerbated by the fact that in
decides that files should be confidential and they are usuadyder to obtain work, Palestinians are often obliged to go
the only ones informed. This deprives the detainee and theirough a Palestinian middleman in order éach an Israel
lawyers of the possibility to properly prepare their cases. Thenployer, both of whom ask for large sums for a permit,
Special Committee was informed that 896 and 1997, which usually lasts only three months. Part of the earnings are
Palestinian administrative detainees whose files were oftgterefore directed towards the reimbursement of the
confidential saw their cases renewed almost automaticathiddleman and businessman.

several times without having the possibility to find out wh
the charges against them were.

Intelligence files to which no access is possible

a{25. According to Palestinian sources, the rate of
unemployment is 46 per cent in the West Bank.

) ) 126. Witnesses have stated that given that between 120,000
D. Economic, social and cultural effects that and 130,000 work permits were issued to Palestinians in
such a general system of regulation and 1993, if the population were to be taken into consideration,

the manner of its enforcement has onthe  some 600,000 work permits should be issued for working in

lives of the people of the occupied Israel every year. Former Palestinian prisoners who are
territories unemployed were described by witnesses as being in a

particularly precarious situation.

1. Introduction 127. The Special Comittee was informed that some
121. O f the princioal fth . . q 120,000 tal 30,000 Palestinians had crossed from the West
- One O.t € principal causes o t € Seriowmeenic and gk and the Gaza Strip into Israel every day in 1993.
social situation in the occupied territories is the restrlct|0q§assage between all parts of the occupied territories and
imposed by th? 'S“'?‘e" authont!es on the freedom.qgrael was free. In 1997, approximately 25,000 permits were
movement of the !nhabr[ants from different parts. In addmog ued to Palestinians from Gaza who worked as day labourers
to the gco_nongc burdeﬂ tgls rtasprgsen'és,hth® lacé( Israel. The Committee was informed, however, that only
cohmr?]umcatlgn etwgenlt € Laza Itrlp an tde ﬁStO alr%me 18,000 workers actually crossed into Israel from Gaza
VAV Ic dconstltu_tg a S|_ng e territorial unit udr? ert T) Sh%n any given day, either because their work permit was issued
Pci;or.s., IsAgl\ang. ”S: to grzeat expenllture;]s_ hy o late, they had a permit but no job or they were obliged to
alestinian Authority. As to the manner in which Such, o care of others. Since it was estimated that 84 per cent of

.restrlctlons affect. heallth care, -the Spemgl (.:ommlytee Wihe workers in Gaza had lost their jobs, people were currently
informed that mobile clinics, which were still insufficient 'ndesperate

number, had been opened in a number of cities of the West

Bank. The Committee was told by witnesses that there had8. The Special Comittee was told by witnesses that
been a dramatic decline in the number of patients from ti§&ployment opportunities in Gaza were currently nil and the
occupied territories, especially Gaza, asking to go f@conomic situation was very bad. Israel was deemed directly
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responsible for the situation, which had led to serious social been arrested while attending a funeral. The High Court of
polarization between the rich and poor in the occupied Justice had denied them access to a lawyer even after 45 days,
Palestinian territories. The borders were closed and all goods which was illegal. One of the brothers had been among the
coming in and out of the Strip had to transit through Israel. best students in the West Bank but had not been allowed to
Perishable produce such as vegetables and flowers were sit for his final exams. He was now traumatized and
particularly affected since they were allowed to wilt or spoil  depressed.

on the pretext of security checks and inviewofthefactthﬁ 2. According to Palestinian sources, the rate of
Gaza still had no seaport or airport. Even repairs ' '

Qhemployment was 63 per cent in the Gaza Strip.
instruments were hampered for lack of possibility to acquire ploy P P

spare parts or tools to repair them. Witnesses indicated tA&3- The Special Comittee was informed by witnesses of
frustration in families was very high since some could ndlhe impact of settlements and settlers on Palestinian farmers
afford to send children to schookbause they were unable toVhose products were now being sold at lower prices, and
afford clothes for them. Some inhabitants could not affor@Pout the burning and cutting down of crops by Israelis.
even the cheapest medical treatment. The Committee wi§nesses spoke about olive trees that had dried up in one
alerted to the emergence of malnourishment of children in th@gion of the West Bank. When samples were taken to a
Gaza Strip which was said never to have occurred befof@boratory, it was discovered that exfoliant agents had been
Witnesses viewed allowing Palestinian workers from thésed on the olive trees.

OCCUpied territories to work in Israel as a pOSitive manner |_’[B4 The situation in Jerusalem was described as moving
which Israel could mitigate the serious economic and socighm a territorial to a religious dispute which was conducive
situation. The economic situation was said to have a diragt a consolidation of the Arab-Israeli conflict, with the

impact on the psychological well-being of the inhabitants @overnment providing the context through settlers.

the occupied territories. . . . .
P 135. The Special Comittee was informed by witnesses

129. The Special Comittee was also informed of theahout the situation regarding freedom of worship and
situation of the approximately 2,000 fishermen and 1,5Q@|igious sites in East Jerusalem, in particular the Al-Agsa
persons who worked in related support professions in Gazgesque. The Israeli authorities had not allowed any repair
and who in turn had an estimated 19,000 to 20,0Qfork needed as a result of water damage to be carried out and
dependants. Israeli authorities had unilaterally altered apgld refused to allow any building materials to be brought into
reduced the area of 20 nautical miles off the shore agregfé Mosque. The number of policemen and border guards
under the Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the Wegéployed around the Mosque had been increased, restricting
Bank and the Gaza Strip. Witnesses stated that land C|OSU[|]$§ access of Worshippers on Fridays and often g|v|ng no
entailed automatic closures of the coast off Gaza. FiShern@ébess on ordinary days_ A permanent barrier had been
had been subjected to arbitrary arrest, confiscation of th@istalled and identity cards were checked for morning prayers.
boats and their fish harvest and the tearing up anthe Committee was told about a group comprising mostly
confiscation of their nets. Fishermen had also been shot at afigerly people who were individually questioned for one-and-
their boats had been damaged. The Committee was told thaialf hours in the Mosque yard, where the High Court had
most fishermen lived on loans. The Israeli navy had stormegcently allowed a number of Jewish religious groups to hold
the quay near Khan Younis where boats were berthed. dfayer meetings. According to one witness, the Jerusalem
another incident, fishermen had been taken off their boatgunicipal authorities had stopped repair work and had taken
severely beaten, dragged into the area belonging to Egypt aRé decision to bring down a number of mosques in the city.
left there. The positive aspect was that the Israeli nawje Committee was informed that a former minister, the late
recognized that something had gone wrong. Moshe Dayan, had opened a museum in a mosque which he
130. Awitness stated that many students from the Gaza Stéscribed as being an “old Jewish temple”.

had had to abandon their studies at educational institutionge. The Special Comittee was told that Arabs and Jews

in the West Bank such as Bir Zeit University as a result of nq&ere not treated on the same footing either mora”y or in
being given permits. When a list of Gazans studying at Bigligious terms and that Israel was creating conditions there
Zeit was submitted to the Israeli authorities, the majority Qhat would be difficult to change. It was trying to mask and
applications was rejected. One student had visited his paregiigpress the national identity of Palestinians in Jerusalem and
in Gaza and was unable to return. to Judaize and de-Palestinize Jerusalem through education

131. Inthe context of the enjoyment of the right to educatioANd @ whole system of legal and administrative changes which
one witness spoke about the case of two brothers who h4@re not always easily perceptible but created a structural
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imbalance. An example of an administrative attempt to create right to the freedom of movement and seriously affect the
new territorial and demographic conditions was the decision children’s right to health and education.

taken in June 1998 to enlarge thelhndgnes of cities to 140. The Special Comittee was told that the imprisonment
encompass seFtIements and thereby Increase J,[he J,evllflslgalestinian children in Israeli prisons had both short and
popula.t|on. If it were to contmu.e,. the ad.m"?'s”at'vqong-term effects: post-traumatic stress disorder, behavioural
expansion ofJgrusaIem would resultin its constituting 10 P&hd emotional problems, anxiety, phobias, developmental and

cent of the territory of the West Bank. personality disorders, anti-social behaviour, aggression,

137. Over the past four or five years, many tribunals for depressiorliostegainst any authority, including parents,
Palestinians in Jerusalem have been closed and other different and disobedience. Trauma placed in the unconscious also
techniques of pressure have been used with a view to gaverise to psychotic disorders. The emotions felt by children
breaking down institutions and causing a gradual movement during the intifada at times improved their self-esteem since
of the Arab population out of the city. In addition to land they were fighting for their dignity.

conf|s.c.at|on, the sflt-uatlon has been Compﬁ’%‘”ded by ttﬂﬁl. Duringl997 and the first half of 1998, 17 children were
demolition of Palestinian-owned houses or additions to housgge by the Israeli army and settlers. In addition, children

said to be built without a licence. Witnesses informed the, e heen injured by landmines and unexploded ordnance,
Special Committee that in addition to demolitions, 1,500, 4o rubber-coated and live bullets and stabbing and they
cases of seizure and confiscation for non-payment of taxgs,e heen heaten by soldiers and settlers. Some 425 children
were f|Ied_|n Jerusalem on a single day Wlth the objective Were injured in 1997. Children between the ages of 14 and
confiscating shops and houses belonging to the Argly veoa s have been placed in administrative detention as
population, thereby forcing them to leave Jerusalem.  jisical prisoners where they have been subjected to the
138. According to witnesses, the lack of trade, heavy same treatment as adult prisoners. All age groups in prison
taxation, the sealing of shops and the confiscation of goods are confined together. Arabic and mathematics are the only
on account ohon-payment of taxes had led to a paralysis of subjeatgitan prison by Israeli Arabetachers who are not

the social and economic system of East Jerusalem, especially qualifieacto those subjects.

since Jerusalemites depended on persons from the West Bfﬂg_ Soldiers and sgers have carried out 35 raids on

as clients and customers. It was estimated that between ?? ools, especially in the Hebron area.

and 250 shops had been closed in the Old City. For example,

60 of the 150 tourist shops on Silsila Street had been closdd3. In the Gaza Strip, 49 per cent of the inhabitants are
Witnesses described trnonatax as renting your own below 18 years of age. Three decades of Israeli occupation
house from the Israeli Government. It was applied to bofd the years of the intifada have had serious repercussions
shops and private residences andoamted to 270 new ©n the physical and mental health of Palestinian children.
shekels per square metre. The municipal authorities Besearch conducted in Gaza fra®90 to 1998 has shown
Jerusalem had admitted that 50 per cent of the Arab parttBft up to 40 per cent of children from 6 to 12 years of age
the city lacked proper sewerage while 50 per cent had faugyffer from moderate to severe post-traumatic stress disorder,
water ducts. According to an estimate, 120 kilometres yhile up to 70 per cent suffer from mild post-traumatic stress
roads were needed in the Arab part of the city, on which Ongtg;sorder. According to teachers, behavioural problems of

5 per cent of the taxes collected in Jerusalem were spenghildren have increased from 26 to 36 per cent. Among the
reasons which engender post-traumatic stress disorders are:

3. Children tear-gas inhalation, witnessing the beating or arrest of

) ) ) parents, prolonged detention of a parent, hearing the killing
139. Three dcades of Israeli occupation and the d|sastroq(5§paremS or others and demolition of the family home. Some

economic situation currently prevailing in the occupiegs he symptoms are: memory impairment and loss of
Palestinian territories have seriously affected the situation Qfcentration. which results in delayed and reduced learning
children. More than 50 per cent of the Palestinian p°pU|at'%pabilities and achievement, depression and regression, as

is under 15 years of age. According to therention on the \ye|| a5 traumatic play in the streets, which involves throwing
Rights of the Child! children have the right to healthgtones at each other.

education, expression and play. According to withesses who _ o ) )
testified before the Special Committee, most of those righté¢4- Approximately 21 per cent of Palestinian children in
were currently threatened by Israeli practices. That w&&dza suffer from anxiety disorders resulting from the

particularly valid for practices that restricted the Palestinian§n€mployment of parents and overcrowding in refugee camps.
In addition, children who are beaten by parents will tend to
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be aggressive towards others. According to witnesses, trauma  Witnesses told the Special Committee that the phenomenon
incubation will have long-term effects on Palestinian society of violence among children was rampant and was reflected
and will be transferred from one generation to another. The in sleeping disorders and problems in school.

Special Committee enquired whether any help was given EX9. One witness told the Special Coiittee that Israeli

Israelis in connection with the above and was informed th@ltolations had become more violent and sophisticated. The
gOth Israeli aqd Othir foreign psycholo(;g;sts hzd_tned tcE)V'Witness described Israeli practices in the occupied territories

aza many t!mes ut were prevente rom doing so by tgg more ferocious and imaginative. Another witness spoke of
Israeli authorities. Pglestmlan_ psycholog|-sts were therefotrl% general frustration, lack of trust in the peace process and
compelled to meet with Israeli psychologists abroad. a feeling of anger among Palestinians over the delay in the
145. The very serious eaomic situation in the Gaza Strip  implementation of the peace agreements. He said that hopes
has given rise to a significant increase in the incidence of and expectations had been eroded.

child labour. Accordmﬁ tg Wltneises, child labour in the ,1i50. One witness believed that the reason Israel was striving
to 16 year age group had gone from 22 to 44 per cent sing&, 1 one the peace negotiations was to change the facts on

1995. Some of these children earned less than the equwalﬁw@tground in Jerusalem. Another told the Special C

OT $30 a month. Only 11.6 per cent of child labourers in t at peace was the only way for Palestinians to get their rights
cited age group attended school. More than 15 per centaq{d to keep good neighbourly relations with Israel.
children in the Gaza Strip were underweight for their age

while 25 per cent suffer from malnutrition. Half of the

families in Gaza had to borrow money in order to buy food.\/ - Sjtuyation of human rights inthe

146. The Special Comittee’s attention was drawn to the occupied Syrian Arab Golan
effects on children living in the vicinity of settlements,

especially in the Gaza Strip. Children had to wait, sometimes

for long hours, at roadblocks or could simply be shot at . )
wantonly by armed settlers. 151. The Golan was occupied by Israel in 1967 and annexed

) ) ) in 1981. This decision has not been ogoized by the

147. The Special Comittee was informed about thej,iermational community and in particular the United Nations.
situation concerning education in East Jerusalem where thgre, o also not been accepted by the population of the Golan
was a_shortage o_f 344 classrooms in municipal SChOOWhich has opposed Israeli moves to impose its law,
According to one witness, there was no place for a very larggiq jiction and administration on the Golan and to give the
number of children in mun|C|p_aI sc_hools where the'fSoIanis Israeli identity cards. The Golan is important to Israel
enrolment has been refused, while private schools are {99.5;se of its strategic position with regard to the Syrian
EXpensive. Arab Republic, its vast water resources and prime agricultural
land. There are numerous settlements in the Golan, the largest
pne being Katzrin, which is being expanded as are a number
of others, especially since the current Israeli Government took

office in 1996.
148. The lack of progress in theeace process and the lack eel

of tangible benefits for the people of the occupied territoried®2. The Special Comittee was informed that some 20,000
including the nature of life under the restrictions of movemefyrians currently lived in five villages under Israeli
imposed by the Israeli authorities have given rise to a loss @fcupation, compared with some 110,000 or more who lived
faith in the peace process itself. Several witnesses told Re&ome 244 towns and villages at the time of the occupation
Special Committee about the climate of hopelessness dAd-967.

despair currently prevailing in the occupied Palestiniaps3. Wwitnesses described some Israeli practices in the Golan:
territories, which derived mainly from the extremely serioughe |evying of heavy taxes on the inhabitants, including the
economic situation. A number of witnesses said that t%p|e harvest, breaking into houses and confiscating
widespread feeling now was that: “Today is better thag|evision sets, appliances and even cars if the members of
tomorrow”. Hopelessness was also felt, particularly by formee household did not pay taxes and denial of the right to dig
Palestinian political prisoners who were detained in Isragjells or to collect rainwater for irrigation. Water was seized
Witnesses described the situation as being “very tight”; fgom and then sold to the inhabitants, land was confiscated

one was sure when or if the situation would get better. Th@d trees were uprooted. He stated that settlers in the Golan
desperate situation was also reflected in Palestinian children.

General introductory observations

E. General sense of hopelessness and despai
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were given everything, from land to cultivate to as much watéi58. The Special Comittee was informed that Israeli racial

as they wanted. They could sell their crops anywhere and not discrimination against the population of the Golan was
have to pay taxes. reflected in the work opportunities open to them, which were
mostly in unskilled trades such as farming, groundwork and

fragmentation of families from the Golan as a result of th(éonstruction. All skilled and highly technical jobs were given

occupation of the Golan and the lack of possibility to obtaif? Israells.”SettIgrs were allowed tokcgrry armsdwhllgbArdabhs
permits to visit family members residing in the Syrian Arafj/ére nota owe to carry even penknives. He escribed the
Republic. He spoke of his own family, of his mother, nOV\tIa),(eS as being very h'gh’ sometimes amounting to 50 per cent
dead, who had never seen her grandchildren in the Syrigdncpme, and were levied on crops, land, watgr, houses and
Arab Republic and his 90-year-old father, who had beéﬁlewsmn sets. Before the occupation, Golani farmers used
allowed to visit him for the first time in 1997. His brother’s® ha\t/)el_ the h_lglhe;:t stf;ndarc:] O,f I'V'n(? m_the ?yrlarll Arab
son, who was imprisoned, had not been allowed to attend Ri§PUP!IC. mainly based on their production of apples. At
father’s funeral. Families of prisoners were also subject %re”sent, their revenue is insufficient to cover the taxes so all
reprisals. In addition to other considerations, permits we[@Mily members have to work, including in Israel. In addition,
denied to persons who had not paid taxes. Familig}e population of the Golan is not allowed to dig wells or to
communicated from hilltops using megaphones and &?!I€Ct rainwater.

occasion deaths had occurred as a result of the emotions 159. Another witness from the Golan provided the Special
arising from the conversation. Committee with additional information concerning Israeli

155. The Special Committee was told about the attemptsjfSMPts to naturalize the population of the Golan and to
the Israeli authorities to dherate the identity of the Golanis obliterate their identity. He stated that Israel required Syrians

as Syrians and to force them to accept Israeli identity. TH@ hold laissez-passers, a sort of passport, in an attempt to
population initially refused the annexation of the Golan ifP"¢€ them to accept a fait accompli that the Golan was not
1981 and staged a long strike. The area wasaurded by Syrian. Family visits had been prohibited for a number of
the Israeli army and food, including milk for children, was nof€a's €venin case of death or serious illness. Only clergymen
allowed in. Medication was lacking and no access was givéff'® allowed to visit. The witness had not been able to attend
to the media. Golanis were issued an identity document of ¥ Sister's wedding and had to use a megaphone to

laissez-passer type but refused to use it since they did 1jgfMmunicate with his family in the Golan. He described the
want to use papers issued by Israel. case of a woman who had died of a heart attack caused by

_ ) ) ) emotional distress when speaking through a megaphone.
156. The Special Comittee was informed by a witness thalstydents from the Golan going to study in the Syrian Arab

identity to the Golanis from that of the Syrian Arab Republig,hich was described as deliberate.

since most belong to the Druze sect of Islam, thereby tryin . ) . . .
p1 0. A situation which greatly impressed the Special

Israeli authorities were telling the Druze that they were ngtoMMittee during its visit to Quneitra province in the Syrian

Arabs and trying to recreate history for them. In addition térab ReprL]Jincr:Nasfto observe family memb_ers_who Ead ncr)]t
falsifying history and geography, the Syrian educationdf€t each other for 30 years communicating throug

curriculum had been abolished and a special one imposgb(?gaphones. The _Cpmmitte(_e was abl_e to ob_serve the
xchange from a hill in Quneitra opposite the village of

which was for “Israeli Arabs”. Certain subjects, chemistry™~ o . . .
and law, were described by the witness as forbidde .ajdal Shams, which is located in the occupied Syrian Golan.

é(llpe Committee is of the view that the United Nations ought
to accord particular attention to see how thainditions can

be alleviated. The witness drew the Committee’s attention to
157. The witness stated that Israel was destroying thg incident that had taken place in 1979 when he went to meet
vestiges of Arab history and culture in the region and hags mother, Mudallalah Qasem Shams, at a checkpoint on the
even completely removed a pre-existing village in the locatigfhrder. At the instigation of the Israeli soldiers and as a
of Neve Tif. In order to justify their presence in the Golangongition for the meeting, a United Nations soldier had taken
Israelis were trying to find the remnants of old Jewish burighe fiim from his camera, which he had just used to take a
grounds as evidence of their earlier presence in the area Bl@ture of himself with his mother: it would have been the
had only found Arab graves. only one he had, since she died five years later.

154. The Special Comittee was informed about the

Scientific subjects lag five years behind those taught in Isra
schools.
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VI. Communications received from

Governments

165.

161. The Special Comittee was provided with extensive
documentation by the Governments of Jordan and the Syrian
Arab Republic, reflecting the views of those Governments on
the situation in the occupied territories. In order to provide
insight into what the reports contained, the Committee
reproduces below the most salient paragraphs. The full
documents are available for consultation.

Jordan

162. During its visit to Amman, the Special Coritree
received from the Department of Palestinian Affairs of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Jordan two reports, entitled
“Projects and plans for the Judaization of Jerusalem during
the period from 1 June 1997 to 30 May 1998” and
“Developments in Jewish Settlement in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip Between 1 June 1997 and 30 May 1998".

163. The first report cited above consists of two parts:

(a) Projects and plans for the Judaization of
Jerusalem during the first half of 1998;

(b) Projects and plans for the Judaization of
Jerusalem during the second half of 1997.

164. The projects and plans for the Judaization of Jerusalem
during the first half of 1998 include:

(a) Jewish settlement activities in and around
Jerusalem:

(i) Settlement within the Old City;

(i) Ras al-Amud,;

(iif) French Hill;

(iv) The Mount of Olives;

(v) HarHoma;

(vi) The “Eastern Gateway” project;

(b) Plans and projects for future settlement;

(c) Bypassroads;

(d) Israelimeasures to Judaize the city of Jerusalem

and displace its population:

(i)  Withdrawal of identity cards from Arab residents
of Jerusalem;

(i)  Prohibition of Arab construction and deitmon
of houses;

(iii) Closure of Arab institutions in Jerusalem;

(iv) Violation of the sanctity of Islamic holy places;

(V)

In the intoduction, it is stated:

Interference in educational affairs.

“Jewish settlement in the city of Jerusalem, as
well as Israel’s attempts to Judaize the city and its acts
of aggression against the holy places therein, were the
principal factors that torpedoed, halted and totally
paralysed the peace process, thereby entailing a high
risk of rekindling the spark of violence.

“Since February 1997, the Israeli Government’s
decision to establish a new settlement on Jabal Abu
Ghneim at Jerusalem has led to a series of Palestinian-
Israeli clashes, confrontations and other incidents that
resulted in the total suspension of the Palestinian-
Israeli negotiations.

“At the same time, the Israeli Government
continued to implement its plans for the Judaization of
Jerusalem and the intensification of Jewish settlement
therein. The Government took every opportunity to
affirm that Jerusalem would remain the ‘united and
eternal capital’ of Israel in total disregard of all the
international community’s views, criticisms and
appeals and the dozens of United Nations resolutions,
the most recent of which was the resolution adopted by
the General Assembly at its tenth emergency session in
March 1997.

“The question of settlement in Jerusalem is one
of the rare issues on which there is almost total
agreement throughout the political spectrum of Israeli
society. While the question of Jewish settlement in the
West Bank and Gaza, and even the Israeli presence in
the occupied territories, are controversial matters
within Israeli society, there is no dispute concerning
Jerusalem and the ‘legitimacy’ of its settlement from
the Israeli standpoint. The fact that some Israeli
political groupings are blaming the present Government
for its rash implementation of its settlement plans in
Jerusalem and for its failure to take the general political
climate into account constitutes criticism only of the
timing and not of the substance of those plans.

“This rare unanimity gives the Netanyahu
Government a free hand to implement its settlement
projects, as well as the plans and projects of previous
Governments, concerning Jerusalem. The ‘Greater
Jerusalem’ project, the implementation of which the
Israeli Government recently decided to begin, is
certainly not a plan prepared by Netanyahu or anyone
in his present ministerial team; it is a long-standing
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plan that was first conceived in 1968 and was scheduled
for completion by the year 2002. Since that time, all the
Israeli Governments have coordinated and harmonized
their settlement actities concerning Jerusalem in the
light of that plan.

“The following study concerning Israeli plans to
Judaize Jerusalem reviews all the measures that the
Israeli Government approved or implemented to
promote settlement in Jerusalem during the first half of
1998. It $1ould be noted that these measures, like the
‘Greater Jerusalem’ project, are not new and anyone
studying the question of settlement in Jerusalem can
clearly monitor the systematic manner in which these
measures and plans have been implemented.

“In addition to settlement activities, the study
reviews other measures for the Judaization of Jerusalem
which are directed against the city’'s Arab population
with a view to harassing them, encouraging them to
leave and imposing Israeli hegemony on the city's
social and religious life. The study also monitors the
repeated acts of Israeli aggression against Islamic and
Christian Holy Places in the city.”

“The Netanyahu Government has endeavoured
to intensify settlement in the heart of the Arab city of
Jerusalem and its suburbs, particularly those to the
north-east, in such a way as to link those suburbs to the
increasing settlement activities in the eastern areas with
aview to creating a huge uninterrupted wall of Jewish
settlements and preventing Palestinian construction and
demographic development in the city. At the same time,
Israel continued its efforts to put the Israeli concept of
‘Greater Jerusalem’ into practical effect by swallowing
up about 15 per cent of the area of the Palestinian
governorates in the West Bank.

“In addition to their colonial settlemeritiastiv
the Israeli authorities continued to implement measures

designed to impose their policies on the Holy City and

vest it with a Jewish character by isolating the city from

its Arab environment, closing its Arab institutions and
encouraging its Arab population to leave by
confiscating their identity cards, demolishing their
houses, prohibiting further Arab construction in the city

and carrying out repeated acts of aggression that
violated the sanctity of the Islamic holy places.”

166. The projects and plans for the Judaization of Jerusalér%s' The second report cited in paragraph 162 ahove covers

during the second half of 1997 include:

(a) Projects and plans for Jewish settlement in and
around Jerusalem;

(b) Israeli measures to Judaize Jerusalem:

(i) Isolation of Jerusalem from surrounding areasiag_

(i) Displacement of the population;

(iiiy Demolition of houses;

(iv) Prohibition of Arab construction;

(v) Violation of the sanctity of Islamic Holy Places;

(vi) Tightening of Israeli control over Jerusalem.

167.
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In the intoduction, it is stated:

“The policy of Judaization of the city of Jerusalem
began on the very first day of the Israeli occupation of
the cityin 1967 and the swessive Israeli Labour and170'
Likud Governments have agreed on this policy and have
formulated strategic and practical plans for its
implementation.

“The Government of Benjamin Netanyahu is
following the example set by its predecessors and is
implementing new plans and projects or completing
previous ones aimed at achieving full Jewish control
over the Holy City.

two periods:

Developments in Jewish settlement in the West

(a)

Bank and Gaza Strip during the first half of 1998;

Developments in Jewish settlement in the West

(b)

Bank and Gaza Strip during the second half of 1997.

Both parts of the report cover the following topics:
(a)
(i)

(i) The expansion and strengthening of settlement;

Settlement activities in the Palestinian territories:

Land expropriation and encroachment;

(iii) Measures and decisions intended to strengthen
settlement;

(b)
(c)

In the intoduction, it is stated:

Bypass roads;

Settlement plans.

“Scarcely had the right-wing Likud Party and the
ruling right-wing coalition taken the reins of power in

Israel than a fervent settlement campaign was set in
motion, a campaign which all official agencies
endeavoured to carry out in full cooperation with the
settlement movements and Jewisktlee groups in the
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip. Indeed, the
decision to renege on the undertaking of the previous
Labour Government to cease settlement activities was
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one of the first decisions taken by the new Israeli
Government in fulfilment of its election manifesto and
its pledges to the electorate.

“Today, two years after the Likud Party's
ascension to power in Israel and the installation of its
leader, Benjamin Netanyahu, as the elected head of the
Israeli Government, settlement aéties, accompanied
as usual by the expropriation of Arab land, the
demolition of Arab houses and attempts of various
kinds to drive out the Arab population, are an almost

strengthening settlement, which emphasize the

establishment of major residential, industrial, tourist

and commercial complexes in existing settlements in
order to pave the way for their conversion into
settlement towns — as in the case of thglement/town
of Ma’aleh Adumim and also the settlement of Ariel,
which was recently turned into a settlement town — a
measure which lends enormous moral support to
current and potential settlers and also affirms the

LIR1)

‘permanence of settlements’.

daily practice through which the Israeli Government71. Inthe intoduction to the second part of the report, it is

seeks to implement its plans of imposing a demographic
and geographical fait accompli to its advantage in the
occupied territories with a view to pre-empting any
negotiations that may require it to carry out full or
partial withdrawals.

“Anyone keeping track of settlement activities
would notice that the objectives of Jewish settlement
have altered over the past two years. Hence, whereas
the Labour Government endeavoured to set priorities
for strengthening settlement by dividing settlements
into security and non-security$iements and focusing
on geographical locations in which to strengthen
settlement with a clear view to the planned withdrawals
on the horizon, the pervasiveness and extent of
settlement at the present time implies a single objective,
namely a halt to withdrawal of any size from any part
of the occupied territories.

“Recently reported by news agencies and greeted
with consternation by Arab and international opinion,
the Israeli Government measure of permitting Jewish
settlers to form armed civil militias is simply another
calculated move towards achieving the current
settlement objective of preventing withdrawals. It also
affirms to the Israeli public the substance of the peace
equation adopted by Netanyahu, which renders peace
synonymous with security, force and expansion in a bid
to torpedo the concept of peace, adopted by the global
community and agreed by the previous Israeli
Government, whereby land is exchanged for peace and
the security of all parties is sought by awarding each
claimant its prerogative.

“The following study endeavours to monitor
Israeli settlement actities in the occupied Palestinian
territories during the first half of 1998 ancares the
attempts of the Israeli Government to achieve its above-
mentioned settlement objectives by expropriating land,
strengthening settlements and increasing the number
of settlers in them. It also reviews the Israeli plans for

stated:

“In full disregard of the fact that Israeli settlement
activities are illegal and comprise flagrant violations
of international law, the Fourth Geneva Convention of
1949 and various resolutions of the Security Council,
the General Assembly and other bodies of the United
Nations, the Israeli Government obdurately pursued its
fervent settlement campaigns at a time when the Middle
East peace process is countenancing an increasingly
grave outcome that is wholly inconsistent with the
substance of peace and the agreements concluded
between the Palestinian and Israeli sides.

“The recent period has been a continuation of the
plans immediately formulated on Benjamin
Netanyahu's assumption of power in Israel, as
settlement activities continued with unimpeded
vehemence and without reckoning, despite the direct

impact which this had in the form of crises which

virtually wrecked the entire peace process.

“During the Netanyahu era, there has been an
escalation of the various settlement activities, which
together constitute a systematic phased plan to gain
control. The three main focal points of the plan are: to
acquire control of the western sections of the West
Bank along the Green Line; to consolidate the extension
of the Gush Etzion group of settlements, which are
directly linked with the so-called Greater Jerusalem
plans, the intention being to surround the city and
outskirts of Jerusalem; and to thwart the Palestinian
ambitions to create a capital for the Palestinian State
in the eastern area of Jerusalem.

“These Israeli schemes are clearly embodied in
Benjamin Netanyahu's recent proposals for
redeployment whereby Israel would concede only 6 to
8 per cent of West Bank territory, with Jerusalem
remaining under full Israeli control.”

Syrian Arab Republic
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172. During its visit to Damascus, the Special Coithee
received from Klovis Koury, Director of the International
Organizations Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the Syrian Arab Republic the report entitled “Report by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Syrian Arab Republic on
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of Syrian
Citizens in the Occupied Syrian Golan”. While in the Syrian
Arab Republic, the Committee also received a written
communication from the Governor of Quneitra Province. The
Special Committee’s attention was drawn in particular to the
following passages of the report presented by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs:
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“Since the submission of our last report in June
199712 the human rights situation of the population of
the Syrian Arab Golan has steadily deteriorated due to
the increasingly intransigent, arbitrary, and aggressive
policies and practices adopted by the Israeli
Government headed by Netanyahu, which is so racist,
belligerent and expansionist that it never ceases to
defiantly announce the continuation of its occupation
of the Syrian Golan, the expansion of its settlements
therein and the consequent expropriation of land and
water resources in violation of the rights of the
population of the occupied Syrian Golan.

“The Special Committee has submitted 29 reports
acquainting the international community with the truly
tragic situation in which Syrian citizens are living under
Israeli occupation as a result of the policies and
practices pursued by the Israeli occupation forces.

“Israeli settlement in the Golan

“Israeli settlement activities in the occupied
Syrian Golan reflect Israel’s overriding and permanent
strategic aims based on the expropriation of land and
water resources and the expulsion of the Arab
population from their land in order to replace them with
Jewish settlers, not to mention claims based on security
and racist ideology.

“Following the Israeli aggression against the
Syrian Arab Republic on 5 June 1967, occupation
forces expelled 130,000 Arabs (now estimated at
around500,000) from 244 towns,iNages and farms
which were then destroyed. Only five villages in the
northern Golan were spared because the early arrival
of United Nations forces at these villages prevented the
occupation forces from expelling their residents. Some
23,000 Syrian citizens currently living in these villages
are suffering from a variety of repressive and arbitrary
Israeli measures.

“In place of the destroyed villages, Israel has
established, or is establishing, 40 settlements, many of
which carry full or abbreviated names derived from the
Torah, or names of alleged ancient Jewish settlements
or Hebrew distortions of the names of some Arab
locations, which reveal an attempt to vest the territory
with Hebrew identity and the intention to continue
occupying it.

“In the past year the expansion of settlements and
the establishment of projects in the occupied Syrian
Golan continued, again reflecting the aggressive
intention of the present Israeli Government to
perpetuate its occupation of the Syrian Golan. The
Israeli information media now estimate the number of
Jewish settlers in the Golan at 18,000 to().

“Seizure of land and water

“The Israeli occupation authorities have not only
expropriated 96 per cent of the land in the Golan,
destroyed 244 towns, villages and farms therein and
confiscated its water, but are also currently blockading
the remaining five Syrian villages and confiscating their
land as happened in the case of the village of Sahita,
land owned by the Kanj family from Majdal Shams
located at Muweisa village and the seizure of land in the
Tel Raihani and Buwaib areas near Majdal Shams
under the pretext of military manoeuvres, in an attempt
to limit the expansion of the five villages by refusing
to expand the structural plan for construction,
restricting construction permits and imposing
exorbitant taxes.

“Taxation policy

“The Israeli authorities are pursuing a taxation
policy that the Arab citizens of the Golan cannot
possibly afford, as it requires income far in excess of
their earnings. The taxes imposed on them include:

“l. Income tax.

“2. ‘Kupat Holim' (sickness fund) tax,
although the occupation authorities have
not set up a single health centre in any of
the Arab villages.

“3. Hospital and health centres tax.
“4. Value-added tax.

“5. National insurance tax.

“6. Local council tax.

“7. Property tax.

“8. Radio and television tax.
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“These and other taxes constitute a flagrant
pillage of the financial resources of Arab citizens
because they are unrelated to the provision of any
services and, consequently, the tax cannot be justified
by the basic purpose for which it is imposed.

“Excessive taxes are a deliberate, persistent
policy that burdens citizens and cuts into their income
since it pervades all aspects of life and pursues them
everywhere. They are forced to pay and any delay in
payment leads to sequestration of their property and
even their house furniture.

“There are dozens of types of taxes, some of
which are double what is paid by Israelis, such as the
television tax, which amounts to US$ 120 per year.

“Citizens are subjected to extortion and financial
loss when the companies for which they work are
declared bankrupt, whereby workers lose their rights
and entitlements. Money is also extorted from workers
from the Golan in the form of excessive taxes deducted
from their wages.

“Hundreds of Syrian citizens in the occupied
Syrian Golan have abandoned agricultural activity
either because of the loss of their land, the lack of water
or their inability to compete in domestic markets with
settlement crops subsidized by the Israeli occupation
authorities, or because of obstacles hampering the
purchase of agricultural equipment and the export of
their produce abroad. The new practices resorted to by
the Israeli occupation authorities include the uprooting
of 2,200 apple trees on 29 January 1998 and the
removal of arable soil from the remaining five villages
inhabited by Syrian citizens to Israeli settlements. The
Israeli occupation authorities also seize cattle and
restrict grazing land to areas in the vicinity of the
villages in the occupied Syrian Golan. They also levy
taxes on animals, thereby inducing Syrian citizens of
the occupied Golan to sell their cattle, the source of
their livelihood. The Israeli occupation autlities also
sometimes confiscate cattle on the flimsiest of pretexts.

“Employment opportunities in government and
public institutions are inaccessible to Syrian citizens
because these itisitions were originally intended
exclusively for settlers. The Israeli occupation
authorities have used the fact that the majority of Syrian
citizens are unfamiliar with Hebrew, as well as security
considerations, as pretexts for not employing these
citizens in government and public institutions.
Consequently, the number of those who hold
government posts is very limited, such posts being

restricted to some teachers in Arab schools and some
staff in institutions dealing with Syrian citizens.
Moreover, Israeli public security departments
consistently withdraw work permits from Syrian
citizens who refuse to collaborate with Israeli
occupation authorities.

“Concerning Israeli practices, in his book entitled
Jewish History and Judaismisrael Shahak, the
Chairman of the Human Rights Committee in Israel,
says that racism against non-Jews in Israel manifests
itself in three domains: the right of residence, the right
to work and equality before the law.

“These practices have undoubtedly aggravated

the critical economic situation prevailing in the
occupied Syrian Golan because of the occupation and
its practices, particularly in view of the fact that Syrian
citizens under occupation are living below the poverty
line, and the occupied Syrian Golan has been turned
into a source of cheap labour, a tax source that enriches
the Israeli treasury, and an open market for Israeli
exports.

“The only field of work available to Syrian Arab
workers in the occupied Golan and to workers in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip is so-called black market
employment, i.e., work requiring strenuous effort or
restricted to marginal tasks such as garbage collection,
construction and miscellaneous services. Workers hired
by Israeli employers enjoy no job security whatsoever;
they can be dismissed without the right to protest, they
are paid no compensation, and many do not even
receive their wages, despite repeated requests to that
effect.

“The wages paid to Syrian Arab workers are
totally different from those earned by Israeli workers,
constituting less than half the wages of their Israeli
counterparts for the same work. Syrian Arab workers
are also liable to be searched and detained on their way

to and from work.

“Some Israeli companies employing Syrian Arab
and Palestinian workers from the occupied territories
declare themselves bankrupt, as a result of which these
workers lose their rights, their wages and their
indemnities; the companies then change their names
and locations and continue business as usual.

“Embezzlement of workers’ wages and rights is
an ongoing policy applied by Israeli employers, who
neither pay on time nor pay the amounts agreed upon.
They pay only part of the wages or cheat workers out

25
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The Hebrew language studies focus on Israeli
history, poetry and literature, Hebrew legends
and the Zionist movement with a view to
enhancing the Jewish image in the minds of

of their earnings by issuing dud cheques or declaring -
bankruptcy. When employers deny workers their
compensation, the latter resort to the judicial system,

an extremely lengthy and costly process the outcome of
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which is rarely in favour of the workers involved.
Consequently, most workers now refrain from resorting
to the judiciary because the result is virtually a fgoae
conclusion, namely loss of the lawsuit.

“The systematic policy of fostering ignorance and
distorting history and culture

“Israel is still pursuing its policy in the fields of
education and culture, as a basic component of its
overall policy towards Arabs, and particularly Arabs
under its occupation, with a view to obliterating their
identity and imposing full control over them.

“In the cultural and educational fields, Israeli
policy in regard to students in the occupied Golan
focuses on the following main aims:

- Fragmentation and division at the ethnic, social,
religious and other levels.

- Systematic intellectual stultification by providing
students with a meagre, superficial and shallow
education unrelated to their history, heritage,
culture, homeland and nation.

- Portrayal of Israel and the Jews in the best
possible light, while denigrating the Arabs and
their civilization.

“As aresult of Israel’s pursuit of this policy, the
educational situation in the occupied Syrian Golan can
be described as follows:

“The school curriculum. The first devastating
blow that was struck at education immediately after the
occupation in 1967 was the total dition of the Syrian
Arab curriculum at the schools in the villages of the
occupied Golan and its replacement by the Israeli
curriculum imposed on Palestinian Arab students in
1948. This change in the educational curriculum was
an indicator of Israel’s intention to annex the Golan and
isolate its Syrian population from their Syrian
motherland and their Arab nation, as illustrated by the
following:

- The Hebrew language has been emphasized at the
expense of the Arabic language and has been
imposed as a basic subject in which students
cannot afford to fail since it is the language in
which scientific subjects such as mathematics and
physics are taught.

students, justifying Israel's aggressive and
expansionist policy and glorifying and
vindicating the occupation of Arab territory
through aggression and armed force.

- The Arabic language is taught for a smaller

number of hours than the Hebrew language.

- The study of Araliterature has been voided of
its Arab nationalist and patriotic content and is
confined to formal descriptions which focus on
periods of weakness in Arab literature in which
emphasis is placed on love poetry, tribal feuds,
vendettas and revenge. Myths and legends are
emphasized and no mention is made of the giants
of contemporary Arabic literature. The overall
aim of this policy is to present a distorted image
of Arabic literature.

- Arab history is distorted and all its golden ages

are disregarded.

- Attempts have been made to weaken the sense of

national identity of the population of the occupied
Syrian Golan by dividing them into Druze and
Arab ethnic groups, by encouraging
intercommunal religious bigotry in order to drive
a confessional wedge into the body of the nation,
particularly in the Syrian Arab Republic and
Lebanon, and by propagating fabricated stories
that denigrate Islam.

- Historical and geographical facts concerning the
occupied Syrian Golan have been distorted by
Hebraizing the names of areas in the Golan in
order to give the rising generation the false
impression that the Golan is part of Israel.

“Teaching staff The occupation authorities have
staffed the schools in the Golan in such a way as to
serve their own aims and objectives. Some 70 per cent
of the teachers are Israeli or unqualified to teach and
local teachers from the Golan have been dismissed. The
20 teachers who were dismissed at the beginning of the
academic yeat997/98 were the latest in the long list
of teachers who were dismissed during the period of the
occupation.

“Teachers are employed under contracts that
terminate at the end of the academic year in order to
place them at the mercy of the occupation authorities
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who can renew or refuse to renew their contracts and
who threaten them with dismissal if they take part in the

celebration of national events. In accordance with the
occupation authorities’ policy of intellectual sabotage

and stultification, teachers are prevented freraching

in their fields of specialization.

“Schools The 12 schools that are operating in the
remaining five Syrian villages of the occupied Syrian
Golan consist of 6 primary schools, 3 preparatory
schools, 2 secondary schools and a branch of an
intermediate preparatory institute at Mas’ada.

“Owing to their overcrowded and unhygienic
conditions, the schools are unfit for the purpose for
which they are intended. The occupation authorities do
not provide any noteworthy services in this field, in
spite of the exorbitant fees that the students are required
to pay. No specific official body has been declared
responsible for the maintenance of these preparatory
and secondary schools. This is a deliberate omission
designed to preclude any possibility of their
modernization and, consequently, the local residents
have to contribute funds to cover the cost of any defects
that can be remedied.

“University education. Syrian students in the
occupied Syrian Golan are suffering from a lack of
opportunities for university studies. Enrolment at Israeli
universities is virtually impossible in view of their high
fees and costs (not less than US$ 7,000-8,000 per
student per year) and their strict conditions of
admission, which Arab students are unable to meet.
There are colleges of medicine, dentistry, veterinary
medicine and pharmacology which admit only students
holding Israeli nationality. Moreover, anyone who is
admitted to the univeises suffers from the general
persecution to which Arab students are subjected in
regard to treatment, accommodation in halls of
residence, conditions for academic success and the
possibility of detention while examinations are being
held, etc.

“Since the Syrian Arab Republic permitted
students from the Golan to enrol at its universities, the
occupation authorities have been obstructing their
travel by complicating the procedures for their passage
through the crossing points, by threatening them with
security files and, for the last two years, by preventing
new students from attending those universities.
Students are also subjected to degrading treatment at
the Israeli checkpoints when travelling to and from the
Golan during the summer holiday. The equivalence of

their university degrees is recognized only reluctantly
and after long delays and attempts to blackmail them.
As a result, very few employment opportunities are

available to them.

“The health situation of the Arab population of the
villages of the occupied Golan

“The Arab population of the occupied territory
of the Golan are suffering from harsh conditions owing
to Israel’s scant concern for their health situation and
its obstruction of local initiatives to improve that
situation. Pressure is applied in this regard with a view
to inducing the Arabs to deal with Israeli institutions
arattept the annexation as a political fait accompli.

“The various aspects of the health situation, its
problems and the requirements for their solution can be
summarized as follows:

“(@) A shortage of all forms of first-aid
treatment;

“(b) A shortage of medical specialists;

“(c) The need to establish a laboratory for
medical analyses;

“(d) The urgent need for a gynaecological and
maternity clinic;

“(e) The need for low-cost, if not free, medical
treatment for the poor;

“(f) The lack of a hospital in the Golan (even for
minor operations, citizens have to travel to Nazareth,
Safad or Jerusalem);

“(g) The lack of an acceptable and effective
health service;

“(h) The lack of a radiological centre;

“(iy The shortage of information on all health
matters;

“() The need to establish specialized health
centres in the existing Arab villages.

“Israel is also dumping radioactive and chemical
waste and highly toxic insecticides in the waters of the
Mediterranean and particularly in its territorial waters.
In early June 1998, Greempce International
condemned Israel for dumping waste in the sea and, in
a statement dated 18 June 1998, informed the
Mediterranean region that two dinghies carrying some
of its activists had intercepted the Israeli siipel
while it was dumping toxic liquid industrial waste
offshore near Haifa. According to the statement, that
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173.

174.

waste contained toxic heavy minerals such as cadmium,
zinc and mercury.

“On 19 June 1998, Fuad Hamdan, the
representative of Greenpeace International in losina
stated that Israel had resumed its dumping of toxic and
hazardous waste in the Mediterranean and that Rafael
Eitan, the Minister for the Environment, had permitted
a Haifa-based company to dump 60,000 tons of toxic
waste in the Mediterranean up to the month of October
of that year.

“Mines have been laid next to the agricultural
fields and homes of the population of the occupied
Syrian Golan, thereby endangering their lives. These
mines have caused the deaths of dozens of Syrian
citizens and many others have been maimed at a time
when the Golan has no specialized institution for the
rehabilitation of persons who have suffered physical
and psychological harm due to those mines.

“Many of the archaeological sites are being
devastated as a result of the military manoeuvres
carried out by Israeli armed forces in the Golan.
Incendiary shells and various types of explosives, as
well as tank movements, have caused extensive damage
to the stone reliefs and other archaeological relics that
have survived in the territory for thousands of years.

“Israel has carried out excavations at dozens of
sites, including: Khisfin, Fiq, Kanaf, Wadi al-Hariri,
Rajm al-Habri, Tell al-Bazouk, Deir Qurouh, Khirbat
al-Rafid, Al-Dakka, Al-Kursi, Baniyas, Adnaniya
(Dharman) and Fakhoura.”

The report concludester alia;

“This overall review of the current Israeli
Government’s policies and practices in regard to the
land and the population of the occupied Syrian Golan,
which follow a consistent and systematic pattern and
which have been intensified over the past year, shows
Israel's insistence on perpetuating the occupation,
expanding the settlements, seizing land and water,
weakening all the infrastructures of the occupied Syrian
Golan and repressing and persecuting its population.”

As concerns the vtten communication submitted by

the Governor of Quneitra Province, Walid al-Buz, the Special
Committee’s attention was drawn in particular to the
following passages:
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“The Israeli Government is persisting in its
bigoted, obstinate and hostile attitude to the peace
process and is continuing its inhuman practices against
the Syrian Arab population of the five above-

mentioned villages with a view to forcing them to

abandon their Syrian identity and their attachment to
their motherland, the Syrian Arab Republic. To this
end, the Israeli Government is using various means of
repression as part of its ‘iron fist’ policy designed to
prevent the population from contacting their families
and relatives in the motherland, the Syrian Arab
Republic.

“Throughout the years of the occupation, the

policy of the occupation authorities in this field has
been to obliterate the national identity of the Arab
population and to ensure their ideological and
educational isolation from their Syrian motherland and
their Arab nation. To this end, the occupation
authorities have pursued a systematic policy of
intellectual stultification by replacing the Syrian Arab
school syllabus with an Israeli syllabus aaccording
priority to the teaching of Hebrew at the expense of the
students’ Arabic mother tongue. History and geography
are distorted and it is prohibited to teach the subject of
national education as required in the Syrian syllabus.

“In order to further these aims, competent local
teachers from those villages are dismissed andacsa
by new teachers who lack qualifications, experience
and competence. There is also a severe lack of school
buildings, a large proportion being rented in residential
premises which do not meet the requirements for use
as classrooms.

“University education is a matter of very great
concern since it is virtually impossible for the Syrian
Arab students living under occupation to enrol at Israeli
universities in view of the stipulatedbaditions, which
they cannot meet. In particular, they are required to
hold Israeli citizenship and pay exorbitant fees
amounting to $7,000 per student per year. Moreover,
the detention campaigns that are launched from time to
time have the effect of depriving students of one or
more academic years.

“The lack of a hospital in the five occupied
villages is preventing any improvement in the health
situation of the Syrian Arab population, even though the
occupation authorities impose a tax amounting to 10
per cent of the monthly income of every individual for
the benefit of the Sickness Fund from which they derive
no benefit owing to the obstacles that the authorities
place in their way. Hence, the health situation remains
below the requisite standard. The population of the five
villages have established a private medical complex in
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the village of Majdal Shams in order to alleviate the to killing and devastation and allows broad scope for

deplorable health situation. human advancement and development’.

“The Israeli occupation forces and the settlers in
the Golan are destroying the environment, removi : :
many of the hills, changing the topography and makin IIl. Conclusions and recommendations
intensive use of large quantities of chemical substances ) ] ) ]
and agricultural pesticides with a view to destroying thé/>- The Special Comittee arrives at the following
Golan's beautiful environment, threatening th&onclusions and makes the following recommendations.
existence and continued survival of the Syrian
population on their land and preventing them from
practising their normal agricultural and pastoral lives.
This led to an environmental disaster, illustrated b

water, soil and air pollution and the deaths of many wild? 8- The Israeli authaies have put in place a
animals and predatory birds in the first week of Julgomprehenswe and elaborate system of laws and regulations
1998 and administrative measures that affect all aspects of the lives

. . . . ) of the Palestinian and Syrian peoples in the occupied
The iron fist' policy, the conf{scatlon of Iaﬂd, territories. The laws and regulations are so framed that they
the denial of rights and all the other inhuman arbitraryest in officials a considerable degree of authority and latitude

practices in which the Israeli occupation authoritiegyer the lives of the people of the occupied territories.
engage against the Syrian Arab population of the h | q lat desianed H
villages of the occupied Golan violate human rights anl’ /- These laws and regulations are designed to meet the

are incompatible with international law and covenantQ.O“Cy objectives of the Israeli Government and to enhance

They are detrimental to the population, to whom theklhe exercise of its control over the occupied territories and
cause severe harm and untold suffering. eir population.

“The ultimate solution to the problems brought”s' There exists an all-encompassing sense of great tension

about by the Israeli occupation and the tragedies thlgt_the occupied territories, in particular during periods of

it entails for the population of the Golan living unde1SiS, and the rigorous implementation of laws and
Israeli occupation, who have been displaced and drivEgulations and administrative measures creates a sense of

from their homes and their land by armed force angar and despondency among the inhabitants of the occupied

ongoing Israeli acts of aggression, can berfd only in territories.

the cessation of the occupation and the return of tH&9. Moreover, during periods of violence such exercise of
Golan to its Syrian motherland through internationatontrol makes the lives of the Palestinian and Syrian peoples
support for the Syrian Arab Republic’s just cause and the occupied territories even more unbearable.

the achievement of a just and comprehensive PEALEL  miterness at their treatment by the autities and the

bas?d on th? Leleve_mt_t,llnitefd‘INa:jti?ns resolytior&gense of dispossession, hopelessness and despair of the
app |ch|on of the prln,C|p € of land for peace an eople of the occupied territories caused to a large extent, it
_recogmtlon of everyone’s legitimate rights. Th'? is wh eems to the Special Committee, by lack of progress in the
is being sought and hoped for by the population of t eace process and a lack of tangible benefits for the people

G(.)l?m’ who are remaining steadfa_st on th?'r qat|on the occupied territories, make the situation in the occupied
soil in the occupied Golan, categorically rejecting th?erritories one of the greatest urgency.

Israeli occupation and taking every opportunity to _ _
declare their attachment to their Syrian Arab identitt81. The Special Comittee thus welcomes the recent
This is the essence of the Syrian Arab Republickesumption of dialogue in the peace process.

policy, which the country is diligently and sincerely;g2. The Special Comittee considers it extremely
pursuing under the leadership of President Hafez ainportant that the General Assembly and other relevant
Asad, who has always affirmed that ‘We in the Syria@nijted Nations bodies, as well as the Secretary-General,
Arab Republic and in the Arab World are determinedontinue to give their urgent attention to the occupied
to achieve peace, since peace relieves the injustig&ritories, and take such concrete steps as are possible to

suffered by those who have been wronged, remedies H\@eliorate, in very practical ways, the conditions under which
plight of those who have been displaced, puts an end

A. Conclusions
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the Palestinian and Syrian peoples of the occupied territoridstes

have for so long lived.

B. Recommendations

183. The Special Comittee reaffirms the recommendations
made in its reports in past years and in particular the
recommendations set out in chapter VI of its previous report
(A/52/131/Add. 2), the text of which is set out in item 1 of the
annex to the present report to facilitate reference.

184. The Special Comittee also recommends that the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, in
communication with the Secretary-General, take such
measures as are appropriate to engage in consultation with
the appropriate Israeli authorities with respect to the
following:

(a) Permitting long-separated families in the occupied
Palestinian territories and in the Syrian Golan to meet freely
and often;

(b) The entire process of detention, including reasons
for detention, renewal of periods of detention and treatment
of detainees;

(c) The use of physical force and torture during
interrogations, detention and imprisonment;

(d) The effect of the occupation, including
settlements, closures and restriction on movement, on the
children of the occupied territories;

(e)

() Ameliorating the conditions under which
Palestinians in Gaza travel from Gaza into Israel through the
Erez border crossing.

Facilitating access to educational centres;

185. The Special Comittee considers it especially
important that the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights, in consultation with the Secretary-General,
establish a system of continuous communication with the
Israeli authorities with a view to improving the very difficult
circumstances in which the Palestinian and Syrian peoples of
the occupied territories currently live.
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! The General Assembly, in its resolution 44/48 A of 8
Decemberl989, decided to change the name of the Special
Committee to Special Committee to Investigate Israeli
Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian
People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories.

United Nations,Treaty Seriesvol. 75, No. 973, p. 287.
% lbid., No. 972, p. 135.
Ibid., vol. 249, No. 3511, p. 215.

Carnegie Endowment for International Peathe Hague
Conventions and Declarations of 1899 and 190w
York, Oxford University Press, 1915.

E/CN.4/1998/17.

The Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-Government
Arrangements signed on 13 September 1993; see also the
Agreement on the Gaza Strip and the Jericho Area signed on
4 May 1994; and the Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement
on the West Bank and Gaza Strip signed on 28 September
1995.

The term bypass roads is used to denote roads that connect
settlements without passing through areas populated by
Palestinians and constructed to serve, as claimed by the
authorities, the security of the settlements.
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® One dunum is 1,000 square metres or one quarter of an acre.
10 See A/51/889-S/1997/357, annex.

11 Resolution 44/25, annex.

12 See A/52/131/Add.2, para. 542.
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Annex

Documents and other material
before the Special Committee

1. Recommendations of the Special Committee in its
twenty-ninth report (A/52/131/Add.2, chap. VI), which read
as follows:

“641. The Special Committee expects that its findings
will be taken into account when concrete measures are
drawn up in order to revive the peace process in the
region. In the meantime, it wishes to recommend once
more the implementation of measures that would
safeguard the basic human rights of the Palestinian
people and other Arabs in the occupied territories. The
Special Committee reiterates that such measuresld
include the following:

“(a) The full application by Israel of the relevant
provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention, which
remains the main international instrument in
humanitarian law that applies to the occupied
territories, and whose applicability to those territories
has repeatedly been reaffirmed by the Security Council,
the General Assembly and other relevant organs of the
United Nations;

“(b) Full compliance with all resolutions
pertinent to the question of the occupied territories as
adopted by the Security Council, the General Assembly,
the Economic and Socialdincil, the Commission on
Human Rights, as well as other relevant resolutions
adopted by UNESCO, WHO and ILO;

“(c) The full cooperation of the Israeli
authorities with UNRWA representatives and full respect
by the Israeli authorities of the privileges and imnties
that the Agency enjoys as an international body providing
humanitarian services to Palestinian refugees in the
occupied territories;

“(d) The full cooperation of the Israeli
authorities with ICRC in order to protect detained
persons, in particular by ensuring full access of
representatives of the Committee to such persons;

“(e) The full support, by Member States, of the
activities of UNRWA and ICRC in the occupied
territories in order to enable both organizations to
maintain and improve the assistance provided to the
refugee population and to detained persons;

“(fy The full cooperation of the Israeli
authorities with the United Nations Special Coordinator
in the Occupied Territories;

“(9) Renewed efforts by Member States to
convince Israel of the need for increased human rights
protection through international monitoring of human
rights. This should include enabling the Special
Committee, as the main body established by the General
Assembly for the protection of human rights in the
occupied territories, to perform its functions more
effectively by allowing it to have access to the occupied
territories;

“(h) Full cooperation by Israel with the Office
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights as regards the implementation of human rights
advisory assistance programmes in the areas falling
under the Interim Self-Government Arrangements;

“(i) The Special Committee would like to
appeal to Israel to act in conformity with the spirit
animating the peace process by giving effect to the
following concrete measures:

“(iy Recognize that present policy regarding
settlements in the occupied territories represents
the most formidable obstacle to peace and
security in the region and, accordingly, halt the
establishment of new settlements and the
expansion of existing ones and put an end to the
ongoing policy of land confiscation and the
building of bypass roads; and stop exerting
pressure on Arabs in East Jerusalem to sell their
houses to members of the Jewish community;

“(ii) Refrain from the destruction of property
such as the demolition of houses and the
uprooting of trees, as well as discriminatory
measures concerning the use of water resources;

“(iii) Inview of the fact that the forced eviction
of Palestinians in the occupied territories is a
grave problem, we would recommend the
adoption of paragraphs 1 to 4 of Commission on
Human Rights resolution 1993/77, which we
guote verbatim for convenience:

‘The Commission on Human Rights

‘

‘1. Affirms that the practice of forced
eviction constitutes a gross violation of human
rights, in particular the right to adequate housing;
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‘2. Urges Governments to undertake
immediate measures, at all levels, aimed at
eliminating the practice of forced eviction;

‘3. Also urgesGovernments to confer
legal security of tenure on all persons currently
threatened with forced eviction and to adopt all
necessary measures giving full protection against
forced eviction, based upon effective
participation, consultation and negotiation with
affected persons or groups;

‘4.  Recommendthat all Governments
provide immediate restitution, compensation
and/or appropriate and sufficient alternative
accommodation or land, consistent with their
wishes and needs, to persons and communities
that have been forcibly evicted, following
mutually satisfactory negotiations with the
affected persons or groups’;

“(iv) Put an end to the imposition of closures and
curfews for indefensible reasons and merely as measures
of collective punishment that have a disastrous effect on
the economic and social situation of the population of the
occupied territories and hinder the enjoyment of a
number of fundamental rights and freedoms such as those
of movement, education, religion and expression;

“(v) Putanimmediate end to interrogation practices
amounting to torture and ill-treatment; rapidly and
thoroughly investigate the persons identified as
responsible for such practices by independent judicial
bodies and prosecute them; and review and publish in full
the guidelines concerning interrogation procedures $0

that they are transparent and in keeping with internation%%p e

human rights standards Israel has acceded to;
“(vi) Review the situation of all Palestinian and otheé

rights standards, and apply open-fire regulations strictly
in conformity with the principles of necessity and
proportionality; exercise utmost restraint in responding
to outbreaks of violence and fully investigate all incidents
of shooting; and put an immediate end to the activities
of undercover units and, in particular, to extrajudicial and
summary executions perpetrated by such units;

“(viii) Exercise strict control over any abuses
perpetrated by settlers, in particular with regard to their
use of arms, and review the policy of arming settlers;

prevent acts of violence by settlers and intervene if they
are taking place; and carry out full and impartial
investigations of acts of violence perpetrated by settlers
and bring to justice those who are responsible;

“(ix) Enforce the law equitably by ensuring all legal
safeguards provided for in universally recognized human
rights standards for the Arab population of the occupied
territories and the prompt, thorough and impartial
administration of justice, with penalties for both Israelis
and Arabs commensurate with the gravity of offences
committed;

“(x) Allow all persons who were deported or expelled
from the occupied territories to return and, where
applicable, have their propditigsdes

“642. The Special Comittee believes that the
implementation of these recommendations would
contribute immensely to the strengthening of the peace
process, enabling all the people of the occupied
territories and in the region to live in harmony, dignity,
peace and security.

Monthly summaries of news relative to its mandate
aring in the Israeli presel@’aretz, andThe Jerusalem

Posy, for July-September 1998.

Monthly summaries of news relative to its mandate

Arap prisoner_s, especia_lly politic_:al detainees or persoﬁf)pearing in the Arab press published in the occupied
having committed non-violent crimes, and expedite theyf i, rjeg {The Jerusalem Timgsfor July-September 1998.

release; and refrain from detaining residents of the
occupied territories within Israel and improve condition4-

Records of testimony received from 30 witnesses during

of detention in conformity with the Standard Minimumits field mission to Egypt, Jordan and the Syrian Arab
Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners adopted by the Fifdgpublic.

United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime amyl
the Treatment of Offenders on 30 Augus®55 and py:
approved by the Economic and Social Council in its
resolutions 663 (XXIV) C of 31 July 1957 and 2076
(LX) of 13 May 1977;

“(vii) With regard to better protection of the right to life
and physical integrity, establish rules of engagement for
its security forces that are clear and fully respect human

Written documents submitted to the Special Cdtter

Jordan:

(a)
(i) Projects and plans for the Judaization of

Jerusalem during the period from 1 June 1997 to 30
May 1998;
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(i) Developments in Jewish settlement in the West

Bank and the Gaza Strip between 1 June 1997 and 30

May 1998;
(b) Syrian Arab Republic:
(i) Report by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs;

(i) Report by the governorate of Quneitra on Israeli
violations of human rights in the occupied Syrian Arab
Golan in 1998;

(iliy The Golan;
(c) The League of Arab States:

— Points raised by the secretariat of the League
of Arab States within the framework of its
dialogue with the Special Committee.

Written documents submitted to the Special Cattee

by witnesses, including video material and photographs:

(a) Gaza Community Mental Health Programme:

(i) “Relationships between traumatic events,
children’s gender, and political activity, and
perceptions of parenting styles”;

(i) “The relations between traumatic experiences,
activity, and cognitive and emotional responses among
Palestinian children”;

(iif) “Experiences of torture and ill-treatment and
posttraumatic stress disorder symptoms among
Palestinian political prisoners”;

(iv) “Gaza Community Mental Health Programme,
1996-19977;

(v) “Level of anxiety in Gaza before and after the

intifada”;

(vi) “Models of traumatic experiences and children’s

psychological adjustment: the roles of perceived
parenting and the children’s own resources and
activity”;

(vii) “Torture and mental health: the experience of
Palestinians in Israeli prisons”;

(viii) “Peace and the children of the stone”;

(ix) “Palestinian children under curfew”;

(x) “Prison experiences and coping styles among
Palestinian men”;

(xi) “House demolition and mental health: victims and
witnesses”;

(xii) “Social adversities and anxiety disorders in the
Gaza Strip”;

(xiii) A number of case studies;
(b) The Save the Children Fund: written iattuction

of testimony;

(c) Palestinian Centre for Human Rights (PCHR):

(i) Pressrelease, 13 January 1998: “The Israeli High
Court legalizes torture”;

(i) Press release, 25 January 1998: “The Israeli
occupation forces bulldoze Palestinian land in Khan
Younis and open fire on Palestinians”;

(i) Press release, 14 WR98: “Fiftieth Year of
‘al-Nagba’;

(iv) Press release, 16 May 1998: “Update on the

Israeli use of deadly violence in response to peaceful
Palestinian demonstrations commemorating the fiftieth
anniversary of al-Nagba”;

(v) Pressrelease, 21 May 1998: “Atiugh it came
late and partial, the PCHR welcomes the
recommendation of the European Commission to ban
the import of settlement products to EU countries”;

(vi) Press release, 4 June 1998: “PCHR urges the
Swiss Government to implement honestly United

Nations authorization regarding the Conference of the
High Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva

Convention 0fl949”;

(vii) Press release , 10 June 1998: “Israeli soldiers
killed a Palestinian Civilian in the Gaza Strip”;

(viii) Press release, 22 Jun&998: “Palestinian
prisoner dies in Ramli Prison Hospital”;

(ix) Press release, 24 June 1998: “The Palestinian
Centre for Human Rights convened a meeting to discuss
the United Nations request for a conference of the High
Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention
as it applies to the Palestinian territories”;

(X) Press release, July 1998: “Submission of the
Palestinian Centre for Human Rights to the United
Nations Human Rights Committee (JU998)”;

(xi) Pressrelease, 15 July 1998: “Palestinian Centre
for Human Rights demands the immediate release of
ailing prisoner, Jamal Al-Khamisi”;

(xii) Press release, 19 July 1998: “The Palestinian
Centre for Human Rights presents report to the United
Nations Human Rights Committee in Geneva”;

(d) Physicians for Human Rights:
()  Annual report,1996;

33
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(i) EastJerusalem Palestinians: the quiet deportation
and health care rights;

(iiiy Closures and health: freedom of movement for
Palestinian medical professionals;

(iv) Prisoners and detainees;
(e) The Democracy and Workers’ Rights Centre:

(i) Acts of aggression
(A/AC/145/R.606/Add.9);

(i) Order No. 1455 concerning security orders
(Amendment No. 80);

by settlers

(xiii) The bedouin — an endangered people;
(xiv) Bethlehem — a stangled town;
(xv) Jerusalem — a city under siege;
(g) Defence for Children International, Palestine

Section, West Bank Legal Aid Programme;

(h) Mandela Institute for Political Prisoners:

testimony of the Mandeléttrie on the welfare of detainees
before the Special Coitt@e, 26 — 28 July 1998;

(i)  The Palestinian Association for the Protection of

Human Rights and the Environment (Al-Qanun): Urgent

(iiiy Order concerning security instructions (JudeaHet't'On;

and Samaria) (No. 378) 5761870, Announcement of
area closure (area B and area C);

(f)  The Palestinian Agricultural Relief Committees!

(i) Campaign to save the homes of Palestine,
compiled for the LAW Conference, Fifty Years of
Human Rights Violations, 7 June 1998;

(i) Report No. 234/2, International Federation of
Human Rights Leagues, March 1997,

(iiiy Survey of Israeli settlements in the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip, integrated geographical information
system base project No. 1;

(iv) “Shelter is a human right”, Palestinian families
facing demolition of their homes: a campaign of
adoption;

(v) The Shelta Land Case and the methods used for
its expropriation, June 1998; 7.

(i) Centre for the defence of freedoms: “Palestinian

victims of the Israeli occupation: the death toll from January
to June 1998

(k) Democracy and Workers’ Rights Centre:
(i) Video tape and photographs;

(i) Report issued in August997 on the effect of
Israeli closure on Palestinian workers since 30 July
1997, Ramallah, the West Bank;

(iii) Violations of the rights of Palestinians working
in Israel;

(iv) Violations committed by Israeli occupation forces
against fishermen on the coast at Gaza;

(v) Further acts of maritime piracy by Israel;
(vi) Acts of aggression by settlers.
Material from various United Nations agencies and non-

governmental organizations:

(vi) House demolition and the control of Jerusalem,
case study of al Issawiya village, Juh895;

(a) Office of the United Nations High Commissioner

for Refugees (UNHCR):

(vii) House demolitions since 30 July97;

(viii) List of the Israeli notifications for demolishing
and stopping the building of Palestinian houses in
Nablus district, Tubas region, Qalgilia district,
Jerusalem district, Salfit region, Rammallah district,
Jenein district, Jericho and outskirts district, Bethlehem
district, and Hebron district;

(ix) Highlighting the dark side of the “peace process”;

(x) Israeli/Palestinian protest tent against house
demolitions moves to Jerusalem;

(xi) Israel's “quiet war” on the Palestinians: the
campaign of house demolitions, 9 and 14 JL®H8;

(xii) The second stop of the protest tent against house
demolition;

(i) Executive Committee of the High
Commissioner’s Programme: update on regional
development in Central Asia, South-west Asia, North
Africa and the Middle East;

(i) Country profiles;

(iii) Palestinian Refugees (Inter/Office Memorandum
No. 76/91 — UNHCR/FOM/79/91, Field Office
Memorandum No. 79/91;

(iv) Palestinian refugees, holders of Lebanese Travel
Documents (Field Office Memorandum No. 64/83 —
UNHCR/FON/64/83);

(b) Human Rights Committee:

(i) Consideration of reports submitted by States
parties under article 40 of the Covenant
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(CCPR/C/79/Add. 93); (i) Annual repor997;
(i) Initial report of States parties due 993: Israel i) Master plan of operations, 1998-2000:
(CCPR/C/81/Add.13); programme of cooperation for Palestinian children and

women in the West Bank and Gaza;
(iv) Child labour in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip;

(c) Committee against Torture:

(i) Second periodic reports of States parties due in

1996: Israel (CAT/C/33/Add.2/Rev.1 and (v) Palestinian children and women in the West Bank
CAT/C/33/Add.3); and Gaza Strip;

(i) Draft conclusions and recommendations of the (vi) Putting children first (published to mark the
Committee: Israel, 18 May 1998; occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of UNICEF,

11 December 1996, and the thirdraual Palestinian
Child’s Day, 5 April 1997;

(vii) Legislation relating to Palestinian children;

(d) Special Rapporteur on Torture:

(i) Report of the Special Rapporteur: submitted to
the Commission on Human Rights: summary of cases
transmitted and repliegceived (E/CN.4/998/38 and (i)  Amnesty International: Five years after the Oslo
Add.1); Agreement: human rights sacrificed for “security”

(i) The 1998 allegation letter addressed to thgvIDE 02/04/98);

Government of Israel: urgent appeals sent by the (i)  United States Department of State: Israel and the
Special Rapporteur since January 1998 to date; occupied territories report on human rights practices for
11997, released by the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights,

(e) Committee on the Elimination of Racia
and Labour on 30 January 1998;

Discrimination:
() Decision 1 (51) on Israel adopted by the (I_<) Democracy and Workers’ Rights Centre in
Committee at its fifty-first sessiofOfficial Records of Falestine: annual repoftd97.
the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session,

Supplement No. 18/52/18), para. 19;

(i) Working group on arbitrary detention: opinions
concerning Israel adopted on 15 May 1998;

(f)  International Labour Organization (ILO):

(i) Report of the Director-General to the
International Labour Conference at its eighty-sixth
session, 1998, appendix;

(i) Report of the Director-General to the
International Labour Conference at its eighty-sixth
session, 1998, annex.

(g) International Committee ofthe Red Cross (ICRC):

(i) Extracts from the ICRC annual report fa®97
(introduction of the chapter on the Middle East and
North Africa, the sub-chapter on Israel, the occupied
territories and the autonomous territories, the sub-
chapter on Lebanon, and the sub-chapter on the Syrian
Arab Republic);

(i) Declaration by ICRC on the occasion of the
General Assembly meeting of 13 November 1997;

(h)  United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF):
(i)  Annual report,1996;
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