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Summary

1. The assessnent of regional variations in health status is an inportant
aspect of equity in health and of particular interest in a federal country
where mgjor public health conpetences are |ocated at the regional |eve
(cantons in Switzerland). Health status is described by both nortality
measures (mai n causes of death) in the popul ati on aged 0-64 years and
nmorbidity indicators (rates of disability pensioners) in the sane age group
In addition to the conparison of nortality and norbidity rates between
cantons an « ndex of dissimlarity» (described by Kunst and Mackenbach) was
used. For both criteria, changes over a tinme period of 10 to 12 years were
consi der ed.
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2. Resul ts show decreasing trends of nortality fromall and main causes of
death in both sexes. Wihile this tendency goes along with decreasing
dissimlarity as to male overall nortality, the corresponding fenale
dissimlarity index (DI) increases, indicating an increase in inequity
between the cantons. A similar pattern is observed as to norbidity : although
rates of disability pensioners went up for both sexes, this increase resulted
in a lower Dl-value for men but a higher one for wonen. The results are

di scussed on the background of soci oecononmic differences (e.g. unenpl oynment)
bet ween t he cantons studi ed.



