United Nations

As3sas

General Assembly Distr: General

Original: English

Fifty-third session
Agenda item 119
Human resources management

98-32655 (E

Consultants and individual contractors
Report of the Secretary-General

1. By paragraph 7 of section VI of its resolution 51/226 of 3 April 1997, the General
Assembly endorsed the recommendation of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and
Budgetary Questions that the Secretariat resume the past practice of submitting, on a biennial
basis and in conjunction with the report requested by the Committee on the hiring of retired
staff, a report on the hiring and use of consultants, following the format of past reports on
the subject (A/51/533, para. 44).

2. With release 3 of the Integrated Management Information System (IMIS) in April
1996, statistical data on consultants and individual contractors engaged at United Nations
Headquarters are available as a consequence of the recording of contractual obligations and
payments. This facility, is not yet available, however, at all offices away from Headquarters.
The statistics in the annex to the present report, therefore, reflect data on expenditures at
offices away from Headquarters collected in a standard format and integrated into the IMIS
database. For the first time, global summaries and statistics are available, based on an
aggregation of comparable detailed data sets.

3. In the biennium 1996-1997, 7,505 individual special service agreements were
concluded with consultants or individual contractors, for a total contract duration of 1,697
person years of work. Total expenditure for these special service agreements was $53
million, from all sources of funding; 72 per cent of special service agreements for
consultants and individual contractors were at offices away from Headquarters. Consultants
comprised 80 per cent of all persons contracted under special service agreements.
Consultants and individual contractors engaged during the biennium, 1996-1997 were drawn
from 165 countries and areas (162 Member States, Switzerland, Tonga and Palestinian).
With regard to gender, 28 per cent of those engaged were women. Expenditure recorded
against the regular budget for 1996—1997 for consultants and individual contractors totalled
$11.3 million, including travel and subsistence, compared with an allotment of $11.9 million;
the regular budget covered 26 per cent of total engagements. Some 235 special service
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agreements (3 per cent of the total) were concluded with 94 retirees from the United Nations
common system, representing $1.1 million in expenditure.

4. Table 1 of the annex presents data on the engagement of consultants and individual
contractors by department or office for 1996-1997. The secretariat of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development accounted for 20 per cent of all engagements, the
Department for Development Support and Management Services for 10 per cent and
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean for 16 per cent. The table shows

details of the number of special service agreements, the number of contractees, the number
of days worked and total fees.

5. Table 2 breaks down the same data by department or office for the biennium with
regard to the average number of days per contractee, the average fee per contractee and the
resultant average fee per day.

6. Table 3 presents data on the use of consultants and individual contractors by
nationality, again with a breakdown of the number special service agreements, the number
of contractees, the number of days worked and total fees.
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Annex
Use of consultants and individual contractors: statistical data
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Explanatory note

The following abbreviations have been used in the tables:

DDSMS
DESA
DESIPA
DGAACS
DM
DM/OCSS
DM/OHRM
DM/OPPBA
DPA
DPCSD

DPI

DPKO
DPKO/FALD
ECA

ECE
ECLAC
EOSG
ESCAP

ESCWA

HC/CHR
ICJ
ICTFY

ICSC
ICTR

INSTRAW

ITC
LD

Department for Development Support and Management Services
Department of Economic and Social Affairs

Department for Economic and Social Information and Policy Analysis
Department of General Assembly Affairs and Conference Services
Department of Management

Office of Central Support Services

Office of Human Resources Management

Office of Programme Planning, Budget and Accounts

Department of Political Affairs

Department for Policy Coordination and Sustainable Development
Department of Public Information

Department of Peacekeeping Operations

Special missions

Economic Commission for Africa

Economic Commission for Europe

Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
Executive Office of the Secretary-General

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights/Centre for Human Rights

Registry of the International Court of Justice

International Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for
Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law Committed in the
Territory of the Former Yugoslavia since 1991

Secretariat of the International Civil Service Commission

International Criminal Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons
Responsible for Genocide and Other Serious Violations of International
Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory of Rwanda and Rwandan
Citizens Responsible for Genocide and Other Such Violations Committed
in the Territory of Neighbouring States between 1 January and 31
December 1994

International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of
Women

International Trade Centre UNCTAD/World Trade Organization

Limited duration
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OCHA
OIOS
OLA
0SG
SSAs
UNCHS
UNCTAD
UNEP
UNFCCC
UNIJSPF

UNOG
UNOIP
UNON
UNOV
UNSCOM

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

Office of Internal Oversight Services

Office of Legal Affairs

Office of the Secretary-General

Special service agreements

United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat)
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
United Nations Environment Programme

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

Secretariat of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund and the United
Nations Staff Pension Committee

United Nations Office at Geneva

United Nations Office of the Iraq Programme
United Nations Office at Nairobi

United Nations Office at Vienna

United Nations Special Commission
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