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Fifty-third session
Third Committee
Agenda item 107
Programme of activities of the International Decade of the World’s
Indigenous People

Australia, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica,
Cyprus, Denmark, Ecuador, Estonia, Finland, Greece, Guatemala,
Iceland, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Solomon Islands, Spain
and Sweden: draft resolution

United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations

The General Assembly,

Recallingits resolutions 40/131 of 13 December 1985 establishing the United Nations
Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations, and 50/156 of 21 December1995 in which it
decided that the Fund should also be used to assist representatives of indigenous communities
and organizations to participate in the deliberations of the open-ended inter-sessional Working
Group of the Commission on Human Rights established pursuant to Commission resolution
1995/32 of 3 March 1995 with the sole purpose of elaborating a draft declaration, considering1

the draft United Nations declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples annexed to resolution
1994/45 of 26 August1994 of the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities,2

Recalling alsothat one of the objectives of the International Decade of the World’s
Indigenous People is to consider the establishment of a permanent forum for indigenous
people in the United Nations system,

Taking noteof Commission on Human Rights resolution 1998/20 of 9 April 1998, as3

endorsed by the Economic and Social Council in its decision1998/247 of 30 July 1998, in
which the Commission decided to establish an open-ended inter-sessional ad hoc working
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group, from within existing overall United Nations resources, to meet for five working days
prior to the fifty-fifth session of the Commission to elaborate and consider further proposals
for the possible establishment of a permanent forum for indigenous people within the United
Nations system,

Taking note alsoof the provisions in Commission on Human Rights resolution 1998/20
regarding the participation of organizations of indigenous people in the ad hoc working group,

Recognizingthe desirability of assisting organizations of indigenous people in
participating in the ad hoc working group,

1. Decidesthat the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations should
also be used to assist representatives of indigenous communities and organizations to
participate in the deliberations of the open-ended inter-sessional ad hoc working group of
the Commission on Human Rights established by the Commission in its resolution 1998/20,
as endorsed by the Economic and Social Council in its decision1998/247 of 30 July 1998;

2. Requeststhe Secretary-General to bring the present resolution to the attention
of Member States and to invite them to consider contributing to the Fund.


