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Fifty-third session
First Committee

Agenda item 71 (j)
General and complete disarmament

Albania, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bangladesh, Belgium, Bulgaria,
Cameroon, Canada, Central African Republic, Chile, Congo, Costa
Rica, Cote d’'lvoire, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Georgia,
Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Japan, Latvia, Lesotho, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Mali, Malta, Monaco,
Mozambique, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Norway,
Panama, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of
Moldova, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America and Uruguay:
revised draft resolution

Consolidation of peace through practical
disarmament measures

The General Assembly

Recallingits resolution 51/45 N of 10 Decemb&896 and 52/38 G of 9 Ecember
1997,

Convincedhat a comprehensive and integrated approach towards certain practical
disarmament measures, suchiaser alia, arms control, particularly with regard to small
arms and light weapons, confidence building measures, demobilization and reintegration of
former combatants, demining and conversion, often is a prerequisite to maintaining and
consolidating peace and security and thus provides a basis for effective rehabilitation and
social and economic development in areas that have suffered from conflict,

Noting with satisfactionthat the international community is more than ever aware of
the importance of such practical disarmament measures especially with regard to the growing
problems arising from the excessive and destabilizing accumulation and proliferation of small
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arms and light weapons which pose a threat to peace and security and reduce the prospects
for economic development in many regions, particularly in post-conflict situations,

Stressinghat further efforts are needed in order to develop and effectively implement
programmes of practical disarmament in affected areas,

Recallingthe deliberations on “Guidelines on conventional arms caftitratation and
disarmament, with particular emphasis on consolidation of peace in the context of General
Assembly resolution 51/45 N” in the United Nations Disarmament Commission and the report
of the Panel of Governmental Experts on Small Arms and its relevance in the context of this
resolution and of the ongoing work in the United Nations Disarmament Commission,

1. Stresseshe particular relevance of the deliberations in the 1998 substantive
session of the United Nations Disarmament Commission “Guidelines on conventional arms
control/limitation and disarmament, with particular emphasis on consolidation of peace in
the context of General Assembly resolution 51/45 N” as a useful basis for further deliberations
and encourages the United Nations Disarmament Commission to continue its efforts aimed
at the adoption of such guidelines in 1999;

2. Takes noteof the report of the Secretary-General of 19 Auga997 on
“Consolidation of Peace through Practical Disarmament Measures” as requested by resolution
51/45 N, and encourages once again Member States, as well as regional arrangements and
agencies, to lend their support to the implementation of recommendations contained therein;

3. Invitesthe group of interested States which was formed in New York in March
1998 to continue to analyse lessons learned from previous disarmament and peace-building
projects as well as to promote new practical disarmament measures to consolidate peace,
especially as undertaken or designed by affected States themselves;

4. Encourageshe Member States, including the group of interested States to lend
their support to the Secretary-General in responding to requests by Member States to collect
and destroy small arms and light weapons in post conflict situations;

5. Decidesto include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-fourth session an item
entitled “Consolidation of Peace through Practical Disarmament Measures”.



