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I nt r oducti on

1. Until April 1992, the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovi na was part of the
Soci al i st Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (SFRY). The Socialist Federa
Republ i c of Yugoslavia consisted of six Republics and two Autononous Regions,
whose constitutional status was determ ned by the SFRY Constitution of 1974
and the constitution of each Republic and Autononous Region. During 1990 and
1991 the process of dissolution of the forner SFRY started. First the
Republic of Slovenia, and then the Republic of Macedonia, then the Republic of
Croatia, gained independence fromthe former SFRY.

2. In a referendum held in the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovi na on

29 February 1992 and on 1 March 1992, 64.31 per cent of the popul ation voted
for independence and sovereignty, and 1 March 1992 is taken as the day when

t he Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovi na won independence, although

i nternational recognition of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovi na by the
United States of Anmerica and the European Conmunity countries and other States
followed in the period after 6 April 1992.

3. Si mul taneous with the activities in favour of the independence of the
Republ i ¢ of Bosnia and Herzegovina and its international recognition was the
aggression of the so-called Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) led by the
Yugosl av People's Arny and part of the Serb population on the territory of
Bosni a and Herzegovi na agai nst the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The
aggressi on agai nst the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina and its citizens,
particul arly the Bosniaks and Croats, has not been recorded in the history of
manki nd to date. By its cruelty and the actions against the civilian
popul ati on, especially wonen, children, the old and the sick, particularly in
urban areas |ike Sarajevo, Mstar, Tuzla, Srebrenica and Zepa, the aggression
can rightly be called the nost disastrous, the nost inhumane and the nost
genoci dal war after the Second World War

4. Fromthe very nonent it was internationally recognized, the Republic of
Bosni a and Herzegovina and its popul ation were obliged to direct all their
forces towards the defence of the Republic's survival, i.e. towards protection

agai nst the physical destruction of the population, particularly of the
Bosni ak popul ati on which was facing the aggressor's policy of genocide
directed at the exterm nation of the people who had lived in those territories
for centuries.

5. The Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovi na shoul d have submitted this report
in accordance with the provisions of article 40 of the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights as far back as April 1993, but it is only now
that conditions to prepare and submit it have existed.

. LAND AND PEOPLE

6. The Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina has an area of 51,129 knf. The
capital of the Republic is Sarajevo which, according to the 1991 data, had a
popul ati on of 600,000. Oher bigger cities in the Republic are Banja Luka,
Most ar, Zenica, Tuzla and Bihac.
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7. According to the |l ast census, taken in 1991, the Republic of Bosnia and
Her zegovi na had 4, 377,033 inhabitants, with the follow ng ethnic structure:

Musl i ms- Bosni aks 1 902 956 or 43.48 per cent

Ser bs 1 366 104 or 31.21 per cent
Croats 760 852 or 17.38 per cent
O hers 347 121 or 7.93 per cent

According to unofficial data the total population of the whole territory of
t he Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina (including refugees) was:

1992 - 4 411 052
1993 - 4 276 624
1994 - 4 217 150
1995 - 4 180 150
We point out that census is conducted every 10 years.

8. The total gross donestic product and gross national product of the
Republ i ¢ of Bosnia and Herzegovi na, according to 1991 data was 7,978,992 (in

t housands of US dollars) and 6,886,460 (thousands of US dollars respectively).
According to inconplete data, CGDP in Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1992 was

US$ 1,299 million and in 1993, US$ 1,153 mllion. GDP per capita in 1991 was
US$ 1,825, while GNP in the sane year was US$ 1,575. The rate of inflation in
1991 was 214 per cent. GDP per capita in 1992 was US$ 294, while in 1993 it
was US$ 270

9. The foreign debt of Bosnia and Herzegovi na, according to data issued by
t he National Bank of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1991, was US$ 2,049 mllion, of
which US$ 1,806 mllion were nediumterm |ong-termand short-term | oans,
while the anpbunt of US$ 244 nmillion were guarantees.

10. The unenpl oynent rate in Bosnia and Herzegovi na according to 1991 dat a,
was 31.6 per cent representing the ratio of the nunber of the persons

unenpl oyed to the total nunber of enployed people in that period; the rate of
unenpl oyment to the total economically active popul ati on between 15 and

65 years of age was 10.4 per cent. The current rate of unenploynment as a
result of the aggression |aunched agai nst Bosnia and Herzegovina is about
80. 2 per cent.

11. As for religion, of the total population, which was 4,377,033 according
to 1991 data, there were 1,872,422 (42.78 per cent) followers of Islam
1,317,379 (31.10 per cent) followers of the Orthodox religion, 772,392

(17.65 per cent) followers of Catholicism 4,644 (0.10 per cent) others and
250,913 (5.73 per cent) atheists, while 159,283 (3.64 per cent) did not answer
t hat questi on.
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12. Concerning the nother tongue, of the total population according to the
1991 data, 1,641,990 (37.1 per cent) answered that they spoke Bosnian as their
nmot her tongue, 1, 165,129 (26.62 per cent) said they spoke Serbo-Croat, 824,877
(18.85 per cent), said they spoke Serbian, 593,703 (13.56 per cent) spoke
Croatian, 61,597 people (1.41 per cent) said they spoke Croato-Serbian, while
the rest did not specify their nother tongue.

13. We enphasi ze that according to the provisions of the Constitution which
was in force during the census, the official |anguage in Bosnia and

Her zegovi na was Serbo-Croatian or Croats-Serbian of |jekavian dialect. After
Bosni a and Herzegovina was internationally recognized, the Law on the Nanme of
t he Language was passed for official use in the Republic of Bosnia and

Her zegovi na during the war. According to a provision of that law, in the
Republ i c of Bosnia and Herzegovina the official |anguage is the standard
literary | anguage of the Ijekavian dialect of its constituting peoples which
is called by one of the three nanes: Bosnian, Serbian or Croatian; both Latin
and Cyrillic scrips are equal

14. O total popul ation, 60.2 per cent is rural population while the rest
[ive in towns.

15. The average life span in 1991 for nen was 33 and for wonen 35 years.

16. The literacy rate for those over 10 years old, according to the 1991
census, was 91.75 per cent, 97.10 per cent for nen and 86.74 per cent for
women.

17. The infant nortality rate (children under 12 nonths of age) was
14.9 per 1,000 live births. The fertility rate was 59.4 per 1, 000.

18. The portion of the popul ati on under 15 years of age was 23.47 per cent,
12. 03 per cent of whom were nen and 11.44 per cent wonmen. According to

unof ficial data, of total population in md-1995, 21.73 per cent were 15 or
under .

19. The popul ati on over 65 years of age was 6.49 per cent, of whom
2.47 per cent were nen and 4.02 wonen. According to unofficial data as of
m d- 1995, 10.96 per cent of the popul ation was 60 years of age.

1. GENERAL POLI TI CAL STRUCTURE

20. As stated at the beginning of this report, the Republic of Bosnia and
Her zegovi na was one of the six Republics constituting the former Sociali st

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and it won its independence and sovereignty

after the referendum conducted on 29 February and 1 March 1993, when

64.31 per cent of its citizens voted for independence and sovereignty.

21. In the Republics of Bosnia and Herzegovina the Constitution of 1974,
whi ch has been anmended with a |arge nunber of amendnments, is still in force.
According to the 1974 Constitution, Bosnia and Herzegovina is a united State,
a republic by its governnental structure with |egislative, executive and
judicial branches. It is a sovereign and independent State of equa

citizens - Muslinms, Bosniaks, Serbs, Croats and others.
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22. The Parliament is the highest authority within the framework of the
rights and duties of the Republic. It has 240 nenmbers and consists of two

Chanbers - the Chanber of Citizens and the Chanber of Minicipalities. The
Chanber of Citizens has 130 representatives elected by the citizens on the
basis of a general and equal right to vote, by direct and secret elections as
determined by law. The Chamber of Minicipalities has 110 representatives

el ected by the citizens of each nunicipality, by direct and secret elections
as determ ned by | aw.

23. The Presidency of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina is a collective
head of the State consisting of seven nenbers elected directly by the citizens
by general and secret vote in accordance with law for a four-year period. In

case of a state of war the nmandate of the Presidency nenbers is extended unti
the conditions for the election of new Presidency nenbers are created, so that
during the war the Presidency is enlarged by the Chair of the Parlianment, the
Prime Mnister and the Chief of Staff of the Arny. As the Republic of Bosnia
and Herzegovi na has been officially at war since 20 June 1992, currently the
Presi dency has 10 nenbers.

24. Along with the Parlianent and the Presidency, there is the Government of
t he Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Prine Mnister is elected by the
Parliament on the proposal of the Presidency after consultations with the
political parties whose candidates were elected as representatives in the
Parliament, taking into account the party representation. The candidate for
Prime Mnister gives a proposal for the Governnent nenbers and presents his
programme to the Parlianment. At the proposal of the Prime Mnister, the
Parliament, by a secret vote, elects the nmenbers of the Government. From
anong the CGovernnent menbers, the Parlianent appoints, on the proposal of the
Prime Mnister, the nmenbers who will head particular mnistries. The
Governnment is responsible for its work to the Parliament.

25. The territory of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovi na consists of 110
muni cipalities, with a nunber of municipalities in the area of the City of
Saraj evo nmaking up a separate territorial unit of the City of Sarajevo.

26. During the state of war, in order to pronbte better functioning of the
| egal authorities eight districts were forned as special social and politica
comunities. The setting up of these districts was necessary since, owing to
t he conmuni cati on bl ockade which was the result of the aggression against
Bosni a and Herzegovi na the bodies of the central CGovernnent were not able to
performthe tasks under their conpetence in a tinely manner. Some of their
duties were therefore transferred to the district organs for the purpose of
better organi zing the Republic's defence and establishing a relatively norma
life for the citizens in those areas.

27. In the nunicipalities and districts there are also councils consisting
of a nunber of counsellors who were also elected in the first free and
denocratic elections by the citizens in 1991. The municipal and district
assenblies el ect the municipal executive board and the district executive
board respectively, and the presidents of the nmunicipality (district).
Because of the war, war presidencies were established in the nmunicipalities
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and districts which carried out the duties of the municipal and district
assenblies where the latter could not do so owing to the war or for sone other
reason, and the situation in the field required urgent and unavoi dabl e

nmeasur es.

28. The judicial systemof the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina is made up
of | ower courts, higher courts and the Suprenme Court of Bosnia and Herzegovi na
as the highest court in the Republic. Parallel with the regular courts during
the state of war are also district mlitary courts perform ng the function of
speci al courts which exist only during the state of war, where the

second-i nstance (higher court) is the Suprene Court.

29. Along with the Republic Public Prosecutor's Ofice there are also Lower
Public Prosecutor's O fices and Hi gher Public Prosecutor's O fices and
District Mlitary Prosecutor's Ofices during the state of war who act before
the District Mlitary Courts.

30. Along with the courts nentioned, there is also the Constitutional Court
of Bosnia and Herzegovi na consi sting of nine nmenbers where it decides on
whether a law is in accordance with the Constitution, and also perforns other
tasks defined by the Constitution.

31. In 1994 began the transformation of the Republic of Bosnia and

Her zegovi na froma unitary State into a conplex State, i.e. the Federation of
Bosni a and Herzegovi na, conposed of a nunber of cantons as federal units with
equal rights and responsibilities. According to the 1994 Constitution of the
Federati on of Bosnia and Herzegovi na, the |egislative power of the Federation
is conferred on the Parlianent of the Federation which consists of two
Chanbers: the Chanber of Representatives, consisting of 140 representatives,
who are el ected denocratically in direct elections by secret vote in the
territory of the whole Federation, and the Chanber of Peoples, consisting of
30 Bosni ak del egates and 30 Croat del egates, and ot her del egates whose nunber
is in the same proportion to 60 as the number of representatives of cantona

| egi sl ative bodi es who do not declare thensel ves as Bosni aks or Croats is to
the Bosni ak and Croat representatives in cantonal |egislative bodies.

32. Under the exclusive responsibility of the Federation is a number of

i ssues such as foreign affairs; organizing and | eading the defence of the
Federation and the protection of its borders; citizenship; econom c policy;
trade, including custons duties, international trade and finances etc; the
majority of other issues is the responsibility of the cantons. The executive
branch of the Federation is made up of the President and Vice-President of the
Federati on and the governnment of the Federation. The |egislative branch of
the federation is nade up of the courts of the Federation: the Constitutiona
Court, the Supreme Court and the Court for Human Ri ghts.

33. At the level of the canton there is a |legislative body consisting of one
Chanber the nunber of whose nenbers is fixed in proportion to the nationa
structure of the popul ation, but which cannot be smaller than 30 or bigger
than 50 representatives. The executive branch in the canton is the President
of the canton, and he is elected by the |egislative body of the canton. Al ong
with the President there is a governnment of the canton. The cantons consi st
of a nunber of municipalities at the head of which is the President of the
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muni ci pality. Local self-rule is exercised within the nunicipality and each
muni ci pality has a Municipal Council, which is a sort of legislative body in
the municipality. Legal authority in the cantons is exercised by the
muni ci pal courts and cantonal courts.

[11. GENERAL LEGAL FRAMEWORK PROTECTI NG HUMAN RI GHTS

34. Human rights and freedons in the State of Bosnia and Herzegovina are
protected by the Constitution, |aws and other regul ati ons passed in accordance
with the Constitution and by the assurance of the highest |evel of
internationally recognized rights and freedons, and their application and
respect are ensured by the courts, administrative organs and ot her
institutions exercising public authority.

35. The Constitution of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, in

chapter 111, inter alia determ nes human and civil rights and freedonms in such
a way that the rights and freedons provided by the Constitution cannot be
removed or limted. Legal protection is also provided for the rights and
freedons guaranteed by the Constitution

36. The Constitutional Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as the inplenenting
agent of constitutionality, provides for the rule of law in accordance with
the Constitution, which neans that | aws and ot her regul ati ons and general acts
must be in conpliance with the Constitution

37. Human rights and freedons are dealt with in article Il A2-7 of the
Constitution of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. First of all, it
must be enphasi zed that the principles, rights and freedons determ ned by the
instruments for human rights protection in the annex to this constitution have
the legal force of the Constitution and are applied in the whole territory of
Bosni a and Herzegovi na. Those instrunments are:

Convention on the Preventi on and Puni shnment of the Crine of Genocide,
1948;

Uni versal Decl aration of Human Ri ghts, 1948;
Geneva Conventions |I-1V on the Protection of War Victinms, 1949;
Additional Protocols | and Il to the Geneva Conventions, 1977;

Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, 1951, and Additiona
Pr ot ocol 1966;

Eur opean Convention on the Protection of Human Ri ghts and Fundanent a
Freedonms and Additional Protocols, 1950;

Convention on the Nationality of Married Wnen, 1957;
Convention on the Reduction of Statel essness, 1961

Eur opean Soci al Charter, 1961 and Additional Protocol 1
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I nternati onal Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Raci al
Di scrim nation, 1965;

I nternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1966, and its
Optional Protocol, 1989

I nternational Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1966;

I nternational Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of
Di scrim nation agai nst Wnen, 1979;

Decl aration on the Elimnation of Al Fornms of I|ntolerance and
Di scrimnation Based on Religion or Belief, 1981

Convention agai nst Torture and O her Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng
Treat ment or Puni shnent, 1987

Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989;

I nternational Convention on the Protection of the Rights of Al Mgrant
Wor kers and Menbers of Their Families, 1990;

Copenhagen docunent of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Eur ope, chap. 1V, 1990;

Decl arati on on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National, Ethnic,
Rel i gi ous and Linguistic Mnorities, 1990;

Eur opean Charter for Regional or Mnority Languages, 1992.

38. The Federation also ensures the application of internationally

recogni zed rights and freedons at the highest |level, determ ned by the Acts in
the annex to the Constitution. All the persons in the territory of the
Federati on have the right to life; freedom (inprisonnment and detention are
allowed only in conpliance with the law); equality before the |law, protection
agai nst any discrimnation on the basis of race, sex, |anguage, religion
political or other affiliation, national or social background; fair crimnmna
proceedi ngs; protection against torture, cruel and i nhuman treatnment and

puni shrment; privacy; freedom of novenent; asylum protection of the famly and
children; property; fundanmental freedons; the freedom of speech and the press;
the freedom of thought, conscience and belief; freedomof religion, including
private and public practice of religion; freedomof trade union organization

i ncluding by the police; the freedom of association; free choice of |abour
free education, social care and health care; food and shelter; mnority
protection and the protection of potentially vulnerable groups. Al citizens
have the rights to establish and belong to political parties and politica
rights, to participate in public affairs, have equal access to public
services, the right to vote and be elected. All of these rights are also
foreseen by the | aws of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovi na.
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39. The Constitution of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovi na obliges al
the courts, adm nistrative organs and institutions exercising public authority
to apply and respect all the rights and freedons anticipated in the
above-nentioned Acts in the annex to the Constitution

40. The issue of human rights protection at the |level of the Republic is
dealt with intensively by the Conmm ssion on Human Ri ghts of the Republic
Par |l i ament which, as a permanent parliamentary body, nonitors the situation in
the field of human rights protection and on that basis proposes to the
Parliament and other State institutions activities and neasures for the
prevention of human rights violations and the pronotion of their protection

41. In the Republic's Presidency, there is also a Conmi ssion on the
Protection of Human Rights. It deals with individual cases of threatened or
actual violations. This Conmission records its observations to the
appropriate authorities and requests themto elimnate the consequences of
human rights violations through the | egal procedure.

42. Specific institutions for the protection of human rights at the |evel of
t he Federation which have been included in its Constitution are: the
Constitutional Court of the Federation, the Court for Human Rights and the
institution of the onmbudsnan.

43. The onbudsmen can investigate the activities of any institution in the
Federation, canton or nunicipality, as well as of any other institution or

i ndi vi dual that negated human dignity, rights or freedons, including the
practice of ethnic persecution and its consequences. The onmbudsmen have the
right to bring charges before the conpetent courts and intervene in
proceedi ngs whi ch are under way, including cases before the court for the
protection of human rights. 1In carrying out their duties, the ombudsnen can
i nspect/investigate all the official documents, including the secret ones, and
court and adm nistrati on docunments and require cooperation from any person
including any official, particularly when collecting the information
docunents and papers required. The onbudsnen can attend court and

adm ni stration proceedings as well as the neetings of other bodies, and can
have access to all the places where the persons detained are kept or where
they work and he can survey those places. In the Federation there are three
onbudsnmen and each of them subnits an annual report to the Prime Mnister and
the Vice Prine Mnister, to each of the canton presidents and the Conference
on Security and Cooperation in Europe, and at any time can submt specia
reports to the conpetent federal, cantonal, municipal or international body.

44, The institution of the onmbudsman started working early in 1995, and was
established primarily with the aimof contributing to the elimnation of the
consequences of ethnic cleansing, i.e. to the repatriation of the expelled,

and to prevent any discrimnation on national, religious or any other grounds.
That institution has its offices in Sarajevo, Zenica, Tuzla and Mstar, so
that its activities cover the whole area of the Federation. The participation
and support of the OSCE in the establishnment and functioning of this
institution is of particular inportance. Wthin the scope of the onbudsnen's
activities the nost frequent categories of human rights violation relate to
the prevention of repatriation of refugees, and Bosniak and Croat tenants
rights (preventing tenants/owners fromreturning to their tenporarily
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abandoned flats, looting the flats, etc.), and freedom of novenent (a problem
particularly present in Sarajevo and Mostar). Mrre and nore people are
turning to the onmbudsnen, which points to the institution as being justified
and expected to contribute further to the pronotion of human rights.

45. The Court for Human Rights also offers protection in cases when hunman
rights are threatened. This court was conceived according to the nodel of the
Eur opean Court of Human Rights. An additional guarantee that this court wll
exercise legal protection is the fact that during the transition period the
majority of judges will be foreigners who will be appointed by the Mnisteria
Council of the Council of Europe, as well as the fact that the Governnment will
be responsible for the execution of its decisions. This court will be
conpetent to exam ne final decisions of regular courts at the request of
parties in the cases of human rights violations.

46. The Constitutional Court of the Federation has nine nenbers, of whom one
third are foreign judges appointed by the President of the International Court
of Justice. The task of this court is to check the constitutionality and
legality of all regulations and general acts, which prevents the passing of

| aws that violate human rights and elinm nates the consequences of human rights
vi ol ati ons by already passed acts, and guarantees the rule of |aw and thereby
the dignity of man and his individual freedonms and rights.

47. There are nunerous non-governnental organizations dealing with the
protection of human rights. Sonme of themwork in the whole area of the
Republic while sone work regionally. Anmong the former are the Internationa
Peace Centre in Sarajevo, the Helsinki Parliament of Citizens, the Hel sink
Committee for Human Rights, in Sarajevo, the Association of Citizens for
UNESCO i n Saraj evo and the Independent Union of Professional Journalists in
Saraj evo, while among the latter the nost significant is the Forumfor the
Protection of Human Rights in Tuzl a.

48. Education in the field of human rights has an inportant preventive
character in the establishnent of a denocratic society. The nass nedia (radio
and television) give nore and nore tinme to informng the public about the

i nstruments of human rights protection. |In this respect, school curricula are
bei ng adjusted (in primary and secondary schools and at university |evel),
while sone NGOs train staff in the field of human rights. Additionally,

i nternational |egal docunents in the area of human rights are being published:
to date 21 documents have been published which, along with the Constitution
have becone part of donestic |aw

49. The |l aw on health care prescribes a nunber of rights such as the right
to urgent nedical aid, the right to obligatory forms of health care, the right
to primary, secondary and tertiary levels of health care, the right to
conpensation for salary during tenporary inability to work, the right to

ort hopaedi ¢ appliances, the right to spa treatnent, the right to nedica
treatment abroad. It nust be pointed out that owing to war destruction and
the difficult material position of the health service, the mgjority of sone
rights have been linmted, including the right to orthopaedi c appliances, the
right to spa treatnent and the right to nmedical treatnment abroad.
Exceptionally, the staff of the arned forces and their famlies are granted
full rights to health care
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50. The health care beneficiary who thinks that his legally provided rights
to health care in a health institution were violated has the right to appea

to the Mnistry of Health. For final protection of his rights, the
beneficiary can apply to the conpetent court, which also includes the right to
damage conpensation. However, it can be clainmed that in the recent war period
the health care service was very good and it can be stated that every citizen
was provided full health care in accordance with the possibilities of the
State in war, so that no mgjor rights violations took place in this field.

| sol ated cases of the right to health care were renediated in tine, so that we
can say that there were no violations of the right to health protection. It
is essential to point out that in concrete cases it was owing to the

i npoveri shment of the country because of the war that those rights could not
be exercised in the way and to the extent guaranteed by the | aw.

51. In the free territories under the control of the legal authorities,
there are no striking cases of violation of the human rights provi ded under
the international instrunents, although there were sone isol ated cases of
negl ect and violation of |egal and other regulations by citizens, menbers of
all nationalities and sone officials inplementing the law. In this respect,
it is inmportant to enphasize that the violations of human rights were not
notivated by national, racial or other discrimnation. Permanent engagenent
of the conpetent bodies contributed to the decrease of such cases, as well as
to the increase of the level of protection of the human rights and freedons
of all the citizens irrespective of their national, religious or other
affiliation.

52. Provi sions of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
were incorporated in the |egislation of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovi na
and are consistently respected.

53. Under the circunstances described, created by unprecedented aggression
agai nst the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, a United Nations Menmber State,
its competent bodies declared a state of war on 20 June 1992 in the whol e
territory of the Republic, and it is due to this fact that, in accordance with
article 4 of the Covenant, sone of the rights contained in the Covenant, as
well as in the national legislation, were linmted. The Iimtations refer
mainly to the freedons of novenent and congregation of citizens and were for
the purposes of the defence of the country. Despite such neasures, the world
public was witness to the aggressor's crinmes committed at places of public
congregation, such as the nassacres at the bread queue in May 1992, at the

mar ket in February 1994, and outside the building of Markale and in Tuzla in
1995.

54. In the period since the beginning of the aggression the courts in the
Republ i ¢ of Bosnia and Herzegovina in spite of the mass crines conmtted by
the aggressor, especially against the Bosni aks have pronounced only two death
penal ti es which went into effect but which have not been executed to date
since the procedure for pardon is under way.

55. In the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina during the whol e period of
aggression, there was no establishnent of concentration canps, destruction of
religious structures, or any other formof revenge. On the other hand, the

i nstances of such behaviour are evident on the aggressor's side where the
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provi sions of the Covenant and all other principles on which the contenporary
i nternational community is based were broken. This is known to the whole
wor | d community.

56. The Supreme Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as all the | ower
courts in the Republic, throughout the period since independence in

April 1992, anopbng other issues have dealt with the rights provided by the
Covenant according to which all citizens appearing before the courts are fully
equal regardl ess of race, sex, language, religion, political or other

opi nions, national or social origins, material standing, birth or any other
condition. The Court Councils have been conposed of judges fromall three

peoples, i.e. no court decisions have been made by a one-nation council. Al
the cases are dealt with in the same way, irrespective of whether it concerns
a natural or corporate person and what group the citizen belongs to. 1In no

case have the courts in Bosnia and Herzegovi na made any distinction with
regard to belonging to any nation, religion, race, sex, |anguage, socia
origin, material standing, political opinions, birth or any other condition
The principle of |aw has always been strictly respected.

57. As an exanmple of the work of the courts, we give nore detailed

i nformati on on the work of the District MIlitary Court in Zenica. The
majority of the persons, mainly Serbs were tried by this court for the
crimnal act of serving the eneny arny or for illegal possession of arnms or
expl osi ve substances. According to the court's data, 30 persons of Serb
nationality took part in the aforenentioned actions, of whom 31 persons were
sentenced to up to one year of inprisonnent. One hundred and forty-eight
persons were sentenced to fromone to three years of inprisonnent, while

46 persons were sentenced to over three years; for 2 persons sentence was
refused and 1 person was acquitted. Before the crimnal procedure was carried
out, 48 persons were released, while an arrest order was issued for

28 persons. All those persons later were sent for exchange so that by

m d- 1994 no such person was inprisoned. Simlar practice was recorded in
other district mlitary courts.

58. In the period since 1992, the courts in the Republic of Bosnia and

Her zegovi na, including the district mlitary courts, have often been refused
permts to visit detainees to enable themto famliarize thenmselves with
condi tions.

59. The respective mnistries are preparing new |l aws on work, welfare,

children's protection and fanmily relations, and health care which will dea
with the problens herein discussed.



