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CESSATION OF ALL TES'£ EXPLOSIONS OF NU~LEAR WEAPONS

Ecuador, Ireland, Kenya, Mexico, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Sweden
and Yugoslavia: draft resolution

The General Assembly,

Bear ing in mind that the complete cessation of nuclear-weapon tests, which has
been examined for more than 25 years and on which the General Assembly has adopted
more than 40 resolutions, is a basic obJective of the United Nations in the sphere
of disarmament, to whose attainment it has repeatedly assigned the highest priority,

Stressing that on seven different occasions it has condemned such tests in the
strongest terms and that, since 1974, it has stated its conviction that the
continuance of nucl~ar-weapon testing will intensify the arms race, thus increasing
the danger of nuclear war,

Reiterating the assertion made in several previous resolutions that whatever
may be the differences on the question )f verification, there is no valid reason
for delaying the conclusion of an agreement on a comprehenslve test ban,

Recalling that since 1972 the Secretary-General has declared that all the
technical and scientlfic aspects of the problem have been so fully explored that
only a political decision is now necessary in order to achieve final agreement,
that when the existlng means of verlfication ar~ taken into account, it is
difficult to understand further delay in achieving agreement on an underground test
ban, and that the potentldl risks of continuing unaeryround nuclear-wea~n tests
would far outweigh any possible risks from ending such tests,

Recalling also tilat the Secretary-General, in his foreword to the report
entitled "Comprehensive nuclear test ban", has reiterated with special emphasis the
opinion he expressed nine years ago and, after specifically referring to it, has
addea: "I still hold that belief. The problem can and should be solved now",
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Notlng that in the same report, which W.lS pr e pa r eu i r. compliance with i t s
decision 34/422 of 11 December ~79, the experts have empnas Lzeu that
non-nuclear-weapon States in yeneral have come to r eq ar d the achievement of c,
comprehensive test ban as cl litmus te::it of tue determination ot the nuclear-weapon
States to halt the arms race, adding that verltlcation of compliance no lony~r

seems to be an obstacle to reaching ayreement,

Taking into account that the ttlree nuclear-weapon States which act as
depositaries of the Treaty Banninq Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer
Space and under Water, undertook in that Treaty, almost 20 years aqo, to seek tHe
achievement of the discontinuance of all test explosions of nuclear weapons for all
time and that such an under tak i nq was explic i tly re i t e r a ted in 1968 in the Treaty
on the Non-Proliferation ot Nuclear Weapons,

Recaliiny that in its resolution 35/145 A ot l..! December 19ijO it urqeo all
States members of the Committee on Disarmament to support the creation, upon
inltiation ot lts 1981 ~eSSlon, of an ad hoc worKing yroup which shoulu beyin the
multilateral negotiations of the treaty for the prohibition of all nuclear-weapon
tests,

Deplorlng that the Commlttee, as stated in paragraph 44 of its report to the
Assembly, was prevented from carrjing out that exhortation due to the neyative
attitude ut two nuclear-weapon States,

1. Reiterates once agaln lts grave concern that nuclear-weapon testing
continues unabated against the wishes ot the overwhelming majority of Member Statesi

2. Reaffirms its convlctlon that a treaty to achieve the proh i.b i t Lon 01 all
nuclear-test explosions by all States for all time is a matter of tHe highest
priority and constitutes a vltal element for the success of efforts to prevent both
vertical and horizontal proliferation of nuclear weapons and a contribution to
nuclear disarmamentJ

3. Urges all StateS that have not yet done so to adhere without furth~r

delay to the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in OUter Space
and under Water and, meanwhlle, to retrain from testing in the environments covered
by that TreatYJ

4.

(a)

manner as
discharge

Urges likewise all States memoers of the Committee on Disarmament:

To bear in mind that toe consensus rule should not be used 1n such a
to prevent the establishment of subsidiary bodies for the effective
of the functions of the Committee~

(b) To support the creation by the Commlttee, upon Initiation of its 1982
session, of an ad hoc working group which should begin the mult1lateral negotiation
of a treaty for tile prohibit1on of all nucledr-weapon testsi

(c) To use their best endeavours in order that the Committee may transmit to
the General Assembly at its second spec t a l session devo t.ec to disarmament the
multilaterally negotiated text of such a treatYi
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5. Calls upon the States depositaries of the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon
Tests in the Atmosphere, in OUter Space and unuer Water and the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, by virtue of their special responsibilities
under those two treatles and as a provlsional measure, to brlng to a halt without
delay all nuclear-test explosions, either through a trllaterally agreed moratorium
or through three unilateral moratoriaJ

6. Deciaes to include in the provlsional agenda of its thirty-seventh
session an item entitled "Cessation of all test explosions of nuclear weapons".




