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l. | NTRODUCTI ON
1. This note has been prepared in order to assist the Executive Body in its
revi ew and assessnent of progress nmade in the follow ng areas of cooperation

within the scope of the Convention:

(a) Cooperative programre for nonitoring and eval uation of the | ong-
range transmi ssion of air pollutants in Europe (EMEP);

(b) Ef fects of major air pollutants on human health and the
envi ronnent ;

(c) Technol ogi es for emnmission control
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2. Progress in cooperation should be evaluated in relation to the work-plan
for the inplenmentation of the Convention, as adopted by the Executive Body at
its fifteenth session (ECE EB. AlR/53, annex V). A nunber of Parties have
significantly contributed to the work by organi zi ng wor kshops and semi nars,

| eadi ng task forces, hosting coordinating centres and designating experts to
assist the secretariat in the preparation of draft documents for submi ssion to
rel evant bodi es or neetings.

. COOPERATI VE PROGRAMME FOR MONI TORI NG AND EVALUATI ON OF THE LONG RANGE
TRANSM SSI ON OF Al R POLLUTANTS | N EUROCPE ( EMEP)

3. The Steering Body of EMEP held its twenty-second session in Geneva from7
to 9 Septenber 1998 (EB. AIR/ GE. 1/1998/ 2).

4, The Steering Body reviewed the status of the enmi ssion data and the

dat abase under the Convention as reported by the Meteorol ogical Synthesizing
Centre-West (MSC-W (EB. AIR/ GE. 1/1998/4 and a technical report). The reports
detailed the officially submtted em ssion data and data used in nodel runs
for each country in the EVMEP area and the state of reporting of nationa

annual totals for the period 1980-96. The Steering Body decided to submt the
em ssion report and an addendum i ncl udi ng corrections and updates

(EB. AIR/ GE. 1/ 1998/ 4 and Add.1) to the Executive Body at its sixteenth session
The Steering Body al so agreed that Parties should use the new procedures for
estimating and reporting em ssion data (EB. AIR/ GE. 1/1997/5) one nore year on a
trial basis, when submitting their 1997 emi ssion data. The Steering Body al so
took note of the progress achieved by the EMEP Task Force on Em ssion
Inventories (EB. AlR/ GE. 1/1998/5).

5. The Steering Body reviewed the work done at MSC-Win the nodelling of
aci di fying pollutants and photochem cal oxidants and in the verification of
the Eul erian nodel. The major results on nodel runs are summuarized in the

report on the twenty-second session. The Steering Body al so reviewed the
progress of work at the Meteorol ogi cal Synthesizing Centre-East in the
nmodel | i ng of sel ected heavy netals and persistent organic pollutants. Sone
prelimnary results are annexed to the report on the twenty-second session
Furthernore, the Steering Body reviewed the status of nmonitoring and quality
assurance activities at the Chem cal Coordinating Centre.

6. The Steering Body considered thoroughly the strategic |ong-termgoals for
EMEP in all three areas of its work: emi ssions, nmonitoring and nodelling. The
Steering Body decided to subnmit the document on its visions for 2005/2010 and
t he sevent h- phase programe (1999-2001), as amended, for further consideration
and approval by the Executive Body at its sixteenth session

(EB. Al R/ GE. 1/ 1998/ 3) .
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7. The Steering Body was infornmed about devel opnents in the cooperation

bet ween EMEP and other nonitoring and nodelling projects (the Wrld

Met eor ol ogi cal Organi zation, the Baltic Marine Environment Protection

Commi ssion (HELCOM), the Gslo and Paris Commission for the Protection of the
Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic (OSPARCOM), the North American
activities on |long-range transboundary air pollution, the European Environnent
Agency’s Topic Centres on Air Quality and Air Em ssions).

8. The Steering Body was al so i nformed about the draft website of EMEP. It
decided to introduce it also at the sixteenth session of the Executive Body
and ask the Executive Body's approval for the procedure to put EMEP results on
the Internet.

9. Finally, the Steering Body considered the financial and budgetary matters
of EMEP (EB. AR/ GE. 1/1998/7). The financial issues are reported in docunent
EB. Al R/ 1998/ 9.

10. The Executive Body may wish, inter alia, to:

(a) Take note of the report on the twenty-first session of the Steering
Body and the nodelling and nonitoring results annexed to it
(EB. Al R/ GE. 1/ 1998/ 2) ;

(b) Take note of the em ssion data (EB. AIR/ GE. 1/1998/4 and Add. 1) and
remnd the Parties to report em ssions annually in due tine, as requested by
the secretariat, fill in gaps in the data and carefully check data
consi stency;

(c) Encourage Parties to apply the draft reporting guidelines
(EB. AIR/ GE. 1/1997/5) on a trial basis, as feasible, in an effort to inprove
the quality of emi ssion data, and provide further comrents on these guidelines
to the secretariat by the end of January 1999;

(d) Draw the attention of the Parties to their responsibility to
mai ntai n the necessary nmonitoring network and expand it to cover the whol e
EMEP area; encourage the Parties to inprove further their EMEP nonitoring so
as to inprove the quality of nmeasurements, and to nominate, if they have not
done so, their national quality assurance managers; and rem nd themto report
nonitoring data in due tinme;

(e) Continue to encourage cooperation on em ssions, atnospheric
noni toring and nodel | i ng between EMEP and the regional marine comm ssions,
HELCOM and OSPARCOM
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(f) Approve the posting of the EMEP results on the Internet as proposed
by the Steering Body;

(9) Approve the seventh-phase programre of EMEP and take it and the
visions for the EMEP work by 2005/2010, presented by the Steering Body, into
account when finalizing the 1999 work-plan for the inplenmentation of the
Conventi on.

Furthernore, the Executive Body may wi sh to consider and take decisions on
financial issues as detailed in docunent EB. AlR/ 1998/9 under item 10

I11. EFFECTS OF MAJOR Al R POLLUTANTS ON HUMAN HEALTH AND THE ENVI RONMENT

11. The Working G oup on Effects held its seventeenth session in Geneva from
26 to 28 August 1998 (EB. AIR/ WG 1/1998/2).

12. The Working G oup noted that the results achieved by the Internationa
Cooperative Programres (1 CPs) and the Mappi ng Programme (EB. Al R WG 1/ 1998/ 4)
contributed substantively to the effective inplenmentation of the Convention
and to the establishnent of a scientific basis for the preparation of the new
mul ti-pollutant, nulti-effect protocol on nitrogen oxides and rel ated
substances (EB. AIR/ WG 1/1998/2, para. 41 (a)).

13. The Worki ng Group considered a note on the further devel opnent of the
effect-oriented activities (EB.AIR/W5 1/1998/3). It approved it as anended and
decided to submt it to the Executive Body for information. The Wbrking G oup
noted that the results of the ongoing external review of the effect-oriented
activities, once considered and approved by it and by the Executive Body (in
1999), m ght have an inportant inpact on the future orientation, objectives,
structure and scope of activities of the programmes. It agreed to reconsider
the further devel opnent of the effect-oriented activities at its eighteenth
session in 1999, taking into account any changes in activities of individua
programes proposed by the Task Forces, the conclusions and recomendati ons of
t he ongoi ng external review, and the Executive Body’'s deliberations on its
medi um and long-termactivities (EB. AIR W5 1/1998/2, para. 13 (a) and (c)).

14. The Working Group reviewed the activities of the Task Force on Mappi ng
and the Coordination Center for Effects (CCE). It noted the progress in the
mappi ng of critical levels and | oads and approved the updated maps of critica
| oads of sul phur and nutrient nitrogen (EB. AlR/WG 1/1998/5), as anended, for
subm ssion to the Executive Body. The Working Group noted that next year there
woul d be no update in the critical |oads database. It stressed that the
further devel opment of critical |oads data should continue, and wel coned the
effort of Parties and CCE to provide for transparency in critical |oads data.
It also took note of the target-setting nethods (accumnul ated exceedances and
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maxi mum deposi ti ons) being used by integrated assessment nodellers
(EB. AIR/WG. 1/ 1998/ 2, para. 19 (a)-(b) and (f)-(h)).

15. The Working Group reviewed the activities and results of the five

I nternational Cooperative Programres (ICPs) on assessnment and nonitoring of
air pollution effects on forests, aquatic ecosystens, materials, crops and
non-wood plants, and on integrated nmonitoring of air pollution effects on
ecosystens, as presented in the 1998 joint report of the Internationa
Cooperative Programres and the Mapping Programre (EB. AIR/WG 1/1998/4). It
stressed the inportance of the support provided by the |Iead countries and
coordi nating centres, and of the work carried out by the national foca
centres. It also noted the potential inportance of using national and

i nternational research projects and “help in kind” to address specific tasks
for which funding proved difficult (EB. AlR WG 1/1998/2, para. 41 (a)-(e)).

16. The Worki ng G oup wel comed the effort of ICP on the Assessnent and

Moni toring of Air Pollution Effects on Forests to streanline its activities.
It took note of the summary report on nonitoring forest condition in Europe
(EB. Al RFWG. 1/ 1998/ 6), approved the strategy paper on the present status and
proposed strategy for further developing |ICP Forests until the year 2001

(EB. AlRFWG. 1/ 1998/ 7) as anmended, and noted the revised objectives of the
programe and proposed priorities for the years 1998-2001. The Worki ng G oup
noted that a nore integrated evaluation of level | results was needed. It

wel comed the plans to address this issue and requested that, follow ng the

i ntegrati on and eval uati on exerci ses, the programe should assess its data
col | ecti on needs, paying due attention to the possible requirenents of future
eval uations of long-termtrends (EB. AIR/'WG 1/1998/2, para. 24 (a), (c)-(d) and

(9)-(h)).

17. The Worki ng Group took note of the executive summary of the report on
critical | oads and their exceedances at |ICP Waters sites (EB. AIR WG 1/1998/ 8)
and wel coned the effective cooperation of the ICP on Assessnent and Monitoring
of Acidification of Rivers and Lakes with CCE in its preparation. It also took
note of the information concerning the present status and further devel opnent
of the programe’ s database and the report on the evaluation of results of the
1997 chem cal intercalibration, and reviewed the preparations for the joint
ICP Integrated Mnitoring and | CP Waters Workshop on biol ogi cal assessnment and
moni toring (October 1998, Zakopane, Poland) (EB. AIR/ WG 1/1998/2, para. 27 (b)-

(e)).

18. The Working Group approved the report prepared by ICP on Effects of Air
Pollution on Materials, including Hi storic and Cultural Monuments on the

anal ysis of data after eight years of exposure: dose-response functions and
corrosion trends (EB. AlR/WG 1/1998/9), and took note of the report of the

Wor kshop on quantification of effects of air pollution on materials (May 1998,
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Berlin, Germany). It also took note of the plan to further develop the
programe, wel conmed the proposals on mapping activities and econom c
assessnment of air pollution danage to materials and buil dings, and stressed
the inmportance of identifying stock at risk (EB. AIR/ W5 1/1998/2, para. 31 (b)-
(d) and (f)).

19. The Worki ng Group approved the report presented by ICP on Effects of Air
Pol I uti on and other Stresses on Crops and Non-wood Plants on the incorporation
of level Il factors into the critical |evel of ozone for yield reduction in
crops and its subsequent mapping (EB. AIR/ WG 1/1998/10). It took note of the
report on the Workshop on using artificial neural networks to nodel
environnental data, and invited the programme to continue its activities to
realistically assess crop | osses due to ozone pollution. The Wrking G oup

al so agreed on a new short nanme and abbreviation for the programme: |CP on
Non-wood Pl ants and Crops (I CP NWPC) (EB. AlR/WG 1/1998/2, para. 36 (b)-(c),

(e) and (9)).

20. The Working G oup took note of the seventh annual report 1998 of |ICP on
Integrated Monitoring of Air Pollution Effects on Ecosystens and of the
summary report on the EU LIFE Project: devel opnment of assessnent and

nmoni toring techniques at integrated nonitoring sites in Europe

(EB. AIR/WG. 1/ 1998/ 11). It approved the revised manual for integrated
monitoring. It also welcomed the proposals for further devel oping the
programe (EB. Al RF¥ WG 1/1998/2, para. 40 (b)-(e)).

21. The Worki ng Group approved the draft sunmary of the substantive report:
Trends in Inpacts of Long-range Transboundary Air Poll ution

(EB.AIR/WG. 1/1998/4). It took note of the suggested anmendnents and additions
to the draft substantive report on trends and agreed on the organization of
the work and the tinme schedule for finalizing the report for submission to it
in 1999. It requested its Chairman and the Institute of Terrestrial Ecol ogy
(Uni ted Kingdom to continue to coordinate the work (EB. AR/ WG 1/1998/2, para
44 (a)-(b) and (d)).

22. The Worki ng Group approved the concl usions of the summary report on the
Wor kshop on critical limts and effect-based approaches for heavy metal s and
persi stent organic pollutants (POPs) (Novenber 1997, Bad Harzburg, Germany)
(EB. AIR/WG. 1/ 1998/ 13). It expressed its appreciation for the speedy
publication of the proceedi ngs, and wel comed the proposal by Germany to host a
wor kshop on heavy netals in late 1999. The Wrking Goup also invited the Task
Force on the Health Aspects of Air Pollution to consider the possibility of
addressing the health effects of heavy netals and POPs in its future
activities, and invited all ICPs to continue to include into their activities,
as feasible, the assessnent of effects of heavy netals and POPs

(EB. AR/ WG. 1/ 1998/ 2, para. 46 (a)-(c) and (e)-(f)).
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23. The Working Group noted the document sunming up the main results of the
Conference on nitrogen (March 1998, Noordwi j kerhout, Netherl ands)

(EB. Al RFWG. 1/ 1998/ 14) and agreed to consider its conclusions and
recommendat i ons when further devel oping and inplenenting the effect-oriented
activities (EB. AIR/'WG 1/1998/ 2, para. 48).

24. The Worki ng Group wel comed the information on the establishment of the
Task Force on the Health Aspects of Air Pollution, approved its ternms of
reference, short-termpriorities and its plan of action for 1998/1999. It also
invited all interested Parties to actively participate in the work of the Task
Force, and expressed its appreciation to the European Centre for Environnent
and Health of the World Health Organization (WHO for its inportant role in
initiating these activities (EB. AIR W5 1/1998/2, para. 53).

25. The Worki ng Group consi dered, anended and approved the note on the
financing of the effect-oriented activities (EB. AIR/ W 1/1998/15) and deci ded
to submt it to the Executive Body. It also confirned that the estimted 1999
essential coordination costs of different el enents of the effect-oriented
activities as provided in docunent EB. AlR/WG 1/1997/14 were still valid. The
Working Goup reiterated the need to share the coordi nati ng costs nore
equally. It invited all countries to consider providing voluntary
contributions towards funding the international coordination services for

| CPs, the Mapping Programme and the Task Force on the Health Aspects of Air
Pollution, and invited its Bureau, in collaboration with the secretariat, to
establish a transparent nmethod for recording and presenting all kinds of
voluntary contributions (EB. AIR/ WG 1/1998/2, para. 58).

26. The Executive Body may wish, inter alia, to:

(a) Take note of the report of the seventeenth session of the Wrking
Group on Effects (EB. AlRFWG 1/1998/2);

(b) Take note of the significant results achieved by the Internationa
Cooperative Programres and the Mapping Progranme, and their substantive
contribution to the effective inplenentation of the Convention and to the
establishnent of a scientific basis for the preparation of the new nulti-
pollutant, nulti-effect protocol on nitrogen oxides and rel ated substances, as
presented in the 1998 joint report of the International Cooperative Programres
and the Mapping Programre (EB. AIR/ WG 1/1998/4);

(c) Approve the note on the further devel opment of the effect-oriented
activities (EB. AIR/WG 1/1998/3), and endorse the plan of the Wrking Goup to
reconsider it at its eighteenth session in 1999, taking into account any
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changes proposed by the Task Forces, the concl usions and recomendati ons of
t he ongoi ng external review, and the Executive Body’'s deliberations on its
medi um and long-termactivities (EB. AIR/WG 1/1998/2, para. 13 (c));

(d) Endorse the updated European maps of critical |oads of sul phur and
nutrient nitrogen (EB. AlR/ W5 1/1998/5);

(e) Note the effort of ICP Forests to streamline its activities as
outlined in the programme’s paper on the present status and proposed strategy
for further developing ICP Forests until the year 2001 (EB. Al R/ WG 1/1998/7)
(EB. AlRFWG. 1/ 1998/ 2, para. 24 (a) and (d));

(e) Endorse the plans for finalizing the substantive report on trends
and invite the Bureau of the Wirking G oup on Effects to consider preparing a
short, condensed version of the report for the general public
(EB. Al RFWG. 1/ 1998/ 2, paras. 43 and 44 (b) and (d)-(e));

() Wel conme the proposal by Germany to host a workshop on heavy metals
inlate 1999 (EB. AIR/WG 1/1998/2, para. 46 (c));

(9) Wel cone the establishnent of the Task Force on the Health Aspects
of Air Pollution, note its terns of reference, short-termpriorities and the
pl an of action for the forthcom ng year, and express appreciation to the
Eur opean Centre for Environment and Health of WHO for its inmportant role in
initiating these activities (EB. AR W5 1/1998/2, paras. 49-51);

(h) Not e docunent EB. AIR/ WG 1/1998/ 15 on the financing of effect-
oriented activities and invite the Bureau of the Wrking Goup on Effects to
continue to provide information on voluntary contributions (earmarked and non-
earmarked) to the Trust Fund, on the understanding that direct financia
contributions of lead countries or host countries to the coordinating centres,
if duly docunmented and officially reported to the Bureau and to the
secretariat, are to be considered as voluntary contributions towards fundi ng
the effect-oriented activities under the Convention (ECE EB. Al R/ 53,
para. 65 (1)) and will be recorded as such in a separate table. O her forms of
contributions (e.g. hosting of task force nmeetings and workshops, support of
the national focal centres, indirect contributions/support to Progranme
Coordi nating Centres) reported by Parties to the rel evant bodi es, should not
be officially recorded by the secretariat.

V. TECHNCOLOG ES FOR EM SSI ON CONTRCL

27. The sixth session of the Wbrking Goup on Abatement Techni ques took pl ace
in Geneva from2 to 3 July 1998 (EB. Al R/ WG 6/ 1998/ 2).
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28. The Working Group reviewed the progress of the Task Forces on the
Assessnment of Abatenent Options/Techniques for Vol atile O ganic Conpounds and
NOx (EB. Al RF¥ WG. 6/ 1998/ 5, 6, 8 and 9), both led by Germany, of the expert group
on control techniques for em ssions of reduced nitrogen (EB. AlR W5 6/1998/10),
led by United Kingdom and of the expert group on control techniques for

em ssions of VOCs and NOx from sel ected nobil e sources

(EB. Al R/ WG. 6/ 1998/ 11/ Rev. 1, 12/ Rev.1 and 13/ Rev.1).

29. The Working Group focused in particular on the draft proposals for

em ssion limt values (ELVs) fromdifferent stationary and nobile sources and
proposals for future work in relation to best avail abl e technol ogy (BAT) and
ELVs as contained in the Task Forces’ summary reports (EB. AlR/ WG 6/1998/4 and
7).

30. The Working Group took note of the docunents prepared by the Task Forces
and the expert groups and invited Parties to provide comments and to consider
proposal s for future work on BAT and ELVs. It also requested the Task Forces
and expert groups to finalize their work, taking into account the views
expressed by the Working Group on Strategies and follow ng its gui dance
according to established practice (EB. AlR/ WG 6/1998/2, paras. 23, 32, 37 and
41).

31. The Working G oup reviewed the conclusions and draft recomendati ons of
t he Workshop on the el aborati on and eval uati on of techno-econon c databases on
producti on processes and rel ated eni ssion abatenent options related to the
activities of the Task Forces, follow ng the reconmendati ons of the Sixth
Sem nar on Control Technol ogy for Em ssions from Stationary Sources

(EB. Al RFWG. 6/ 1998/ 3). The Working Group approved the Wrkshop' s concl usi ons
and draft recomendations ained in the short term inter alia, at the

devel opnent of an international network of databases and in the long term at
their efficient use in the verification process of integrated assessnent
nodel I ing, and invited the Executive Body to take its results into account
when considering future priorities and core activities (EB. AlR W5 6/1998/2
para. 15).

32. The Working G oup started reviewing information collected by the
secretariat on innovative ways and neans of pronoting the exchange of
technol ogy for air pollution abatenment in order to conply with the
recommendations to the Executive Body by the Sixth Sem nar on Contro
Technol ogy for Emissions from Stationary Sources (EB. AIR/ WG 6/1998/14). It
invited Parties and international organizations to provide nore information on
t he exchange of air pollution control technol ogy, focusing on successfu

cases, and entrusted the secretariat with collecting such information and
reporting on the outcome at the next session (EB. AlR/ WG 6/1998/2, para. 46).
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33. The Worki ng G oup discussed its future activities and decided to include
the short-termones into the existing structure of its draft work-plan

(EB. Al RFWG. 6/ 1998/ 2, annex I11) and to put the long-termones, including those
related to exchange of technology, on a list of future potential activities
(EB. AIR/FWG. 6/ 1998/ 2, annex IV). It invited Parties to develop the latter into
concrete projects in consultation with its Bureau and the secretari at

(EB. Al RF WG. 6/ 1998/ 2, para. 58 (a)).

34. In order to support the inplenentation of the Aarhus Protocols on Heavy
Metal s and Persistent Organic Pollutants, the Wrking Goup recommended that
a task force on by-products should be established to focus on residues

contai ning those pollutants and agreed on its provisional nmandate

(EB. AlRFWG. 6/ 1998/ 2, annex I1). It also requested the prospective |ead
country, Austria, to define the scope of its work and refine its draft
mandate, if necessary (EB. AIR/WG 6/1998/2, para. 58 (Db)).

35. The Executive Body may wish, inter alia, to:

(a) Take note of the report on the sixth session of the Wrking G oup on
Abat emrent Techni ques (EB. Al RF WG. 6/ 1998/ 2) ;

(b) Take note of the progress made by the Task Forces on the Assessnent
of Abatenent Options/ Techniques for VOCs and NOx and invite themto finalize
gui di ng docunents on control techniques for emi ssions of VOCs and NOx from
stationary sources and rel ated draft annexes on em ssion limt values of
em ssions of VOCs and NOx from stati onary sources;

(c) Take note of the progress made by the expert group in preparing a
draft docunment on control options/techniques for preventing and abating
em ssions of reduced nitrogen and invite it to finalize its work taking into
account particularly best agricultural practices brought to its attention by
the Parties;

(d) Invite Parties to actively participate in the awareness-rai sing
canpai gn and organi ze target-oriented workshop(s) on best available contro
options and techni ques for preventing and abati ng em ssions of ammonia from
agriculture as well as other workshops addressing air pollution problens
within selected sectors based on the needs of countries in transition;

(e) Take note of progress made by the expert group on control techniques
for em ssions of VOCs and NOx from sel ected nobile sources and invite themto
finalize its work related to best available control techniques for em ssions
of VOCs and NOx and related emission limt values for VOCs and NOx for new
nmobi | e sour ces;
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(f) Invite Parties to consider a |list of future potential activities in
order to devel op on that basis concrete projects, i.e. workshops, studies and
expert groups, in consultation with the Bureau of the Wrking Goup and the
secretari at;

(g) Establish a task force on by-products, with Austria as |ead country,
to focus on residues contai ning heavy nmetal s and persistent organic
pol | ut ants.



