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AGENDA ITEM 22

The situation in Kampuchea: report of the
S~cretary-General (continued)

I. Mr. HA VAN LAU (Viet Nam) (intelpretat;on from
French): This is th~ third time that the General Assembly
has discussed the so-called situation in Kampuchea. in the
absence and notwithstanding the opposition of the legal
and authentic representative of the Kampuchean people
and participation of the usurpers of the place of that coun
try in the United N3:tions. That i~ why I should like from
the outset to bring to the attention of the Assembly the
clear and firm position of the Council of State of the Peo
ple's Republic of Kampuchea. I quote from the telegram
from Mr. Hun Sen, the Vice-President of the Council of
Ministers and Minister for Foreign Affairs of the People's
Republic of Kampuchea, addressed to the President of the
General Assembly and the Secretary-General on 13 Oc
tober 1981:

"Ministry of Foreign Affairs of People's Republic of
Kampuchea protests strongly at forthcoming discus
sions on ASEAN draft resolution concerning so-called
situation in Kampuchea. This is again gross and inad
missible interference in internal affairs of Kampuchea
and flagrant violation of United Nations Charter ...

.. ... the Government of People's Republic of
Kampuchea categorically rejects any resolution con
cerning Kampuchea which wm be adopted by present
session of United Nations General Assembly based on
falsification of the situation in Kampuchea and attempts
to impose a so-called global politi~al sol~tion on the
[revitalized] Kampuchean people. dlsregardmg the pro
tests from Government of People's Republic of Kampu
chea." [See A/36/596.1

2. My delegation firnlly supports that just position of
the People's Republic of Kampuchea and reaffinns its ob
jection to the discussion of item 22 by the General As
sembly, any resolution or conclusion ad~pted as a 'result
of which will be considered null and VOId.

3. My delegation would like to emphasize that in spe~k

ing in this debate it wishes to present the facts concernmg
the situation in Kampuchea and in South-East Asia in re
cent years with the aim of pro~iding food for ~ho~ght for
delegations that are really anxIous to defend Justice and
law, as they are about to state their views on a question
which involves their responsibility as regards the Kam-
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puchean people and as regards peace and stability in the
region.

4. What are the facts regarding the present situation in
Kampuchea'? As was pointed out in the telegram from the
Minister for Foreign Affairs' of the People's Republic of
Kampuchea, at the present time life has returned to nor
mal in that country. The Kampuchean people are re
emerging from the hell of the genocidal ~ol Pot regi~e.

In less than three years remarkable achievements have
been recorded in all fields. Free and democrdtic general
elections have been organized to re-establish State i~s!itu

tions. The National Assembly has been elected, the Con
stitution adopted. the Council of State and the ~ouncil of
Ministers have been instituted. Order and security are en
sured throughout the country. The public authorities con
cern themselves effectively with the well-beil'lg of the'
people. Agricultural production continues to increase and'
1.8 million hectares are expected to be' cultivated in ,1981.
Hundreds of industrial and handicraft enterprise's have re
sumed operdtions. This year schools have been ope~d to
1.5 million pupils; higher education 'has be~n resumed:'
The literacy campaign is developing everywhere. The na
tional culture has been restored and publk health is im-
proving daily. .

5. Testimony by foreigners who have seen the situation
on the spot confirms those facts. As early as Deceplber
1980 a joint communique of UNICEF and the Interna
tional Committee of the Red Cross, which' are interna
tional organizations responsible for hu~anitariari .as
sistance operations, mentioned factors which have sho\yn
the spectacular improvements in that country: the'specll'e
of famine has disappeared, the rice crop has 'mote than
doubled, more than 1,000 rural health centres ~d 5,500
primary schools have been opened; and the majority of
the refugees have returned home.

6. The great events in the country's political life have
taken place in complete tranquillity, without, a single inci
dent, in spite of the sabotage plans of China and PoI Pot
to undennine the people's power from the outside. As re
gards the so-called hostilities, the People's, Republic of
Kampuchea knows le§s of them tha~ certain members of
the Association of South-East Asian Nations' [ASEAN]
which have had to carry out ,military .and police opera
tions inside their own territories toassl,lre order and se
curity. The war communique~ regularly dispatched from
Beijing and the maps circulated in the corridors of the
United Nations showing alleged contIOlled areas and areas
of guerrilla warfare are nothing but tissues of lies de
signed to deceive people who are not well infonned.

7. It should be emphasized that since Januar~ 1979.the'
peopl~ of Kampuchea have be~ome once agam' t~e, real
masters of their country. In particular. the democratic gen
eral elections held last May are the most eloquent ex
pression of the people's confidence in and affection for
the people's power. which effectively and totally controls
the national territorv and efticientlv manages all the coun
try's intern'll and external affairs. The success of the gen-
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-
eral elections, as observed 10 a statement ot the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of Kampu
chea, "once again confirms the will of the Kampuchean

. /.~qp)edefin~tively to reject the Pol Pots, Son Sanns,
; ,Sih.anouks aqd company, and to assume control of their

0\yn destiny" [see A/361300].
. ~-.

8. The rapid renaissance of the Kampuchean people and
the consolidation of the People's Republic of Kampuchea
and its legal and democratic State power are undeniable
facts which do justice to all the dec~itful allegations of

., the hostile, propaganda against that country.

,9. On its advent, the people's power immediately put an
end to the conflicts provoked by the Pol Pot regime with
all neighbouring countries, including Thailand, and stated
its readiness to establish good-neighbour relations with
the latter. Thus, with its domestic policy of national re
construction and its foreign policy of peace, friendship
and non-alignment, the People's Republic of Kampuchea
has become a factor for peace and stability in the region,
a factor which is being consolidated with every day that
passes.

10. S~m~.delegations have again raised in the Assembly
the. question of the Indo-Chinese refuge~s, including
Kampucheans, in an attempt to create confusion on this

, essentially humanitarian question. In fact, this exodus of
, Indo-Chinese people began with the wars of aggression
<.w~ge4,Q¥.the colonialists, imperialists and hegemonists,
. an<r'especially' ht the case of Kampuchea with the genoci-

dal regime whh. tt was remotely controlled by the hegemo-
· nists. To. these wars have been added the manoeuvres of
Washington and Beijing aimed at inciting illegal depar
tures and hampering legal and organized departures. Ac
cording to an internal report of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees revealed by the newspaper Le
Montle. in its issue of 8 July 1981, the United States is
enco"u~aging the exodus of Indo-Chi~ese people. This is
to hinder'the stabilization of the Communist regimes, and
to show' the world that the Indo-Chinese continue to vote

·with their feet. The' peoples of the three countries of
Indo-China are' therefore the flISt victims. Furthermore,
they sympathize with certain ASEAN countries for which
this exodus has caused economic, social and other diffi
culties.

.11 . What must be emphasized is that so far more than
300,000 Ka01pucheans who had fled the genocidal regime
nave returned to Kampuchea and have been integrated
into the normal life of the country, thanks to the great
efforts of the Government of the People's Republic of
Kampuchea. In particular, the Kampuchean Government
states that it is in favour of the eventual return of the
refugees in Thailand, but that an agreement of the two
si<;les, is necessary to ensure security and proper condi
tion's"forthe 'resettlement of the refugees. At the same
tin1e: the Government of the, People's Republic of Kampu
chea cannot tolerate the manoeuvres labelled "voluntary
repatriation" designed to infiltrate the Pol Pot remnants

, and other Khmer reactionaries in order to commit acts o~

subversion and sabotage against the peaceful life and
·work of its people. No Government which really cares
about defending its sovereignty and security could act
otherwise..

12. As for the presence of Vietnamese troops in Kam
puchea, they are there only to help that country defend its
independence and sovereignty against the threat from
China, in collusion with the imperialists and other reac
tionaries. Their presence is directed neither against Thai-

land nor against any other third country. The, leaders of
the ASEAN countries are well aware of that, and some
have confirmed it publicly. Their remarks have truly been
contradictory. While alleging that there is a Vietnamese
threat, the Thai authorities have rejected our proposals to
sign a non-aggression treaty and establish a demilitarized
zone on both sides of the Kampuchea-Thailand border.
Even the United States Under-Secretary of Defense, Mr.
Carlucci, during his recent visit to Thailand, admitted be
fore the press in Bangkok on 26 September that he did
not believe in the danger of a Vietnamese invasion of
Thailand from Kampuchea. The British Broadcasting Cor
poration (BBC) reported that statement on the radio on
the same day. In fact, the so-called threat to Thailand
from Vietnamese troops stationed in Kampuchea is noth
ing but a product of the propaganda machines of Beijing
and Washington seeking to whitewash their past crimes
and to divert public attention from their current war of
attrition against the three Indo-Chinese countries.

13. Therefore, neither the so-called situation in Kam
puchea nor the presence of Vietnamese troops in that
country-. constitutes the origin of tension and instability in
South-East Asia. On the contrary, the birth of the Peo
ple's Republic of Kampuchea and the militant solidarity
of the three Indo-Chinese countries have become solid
factors for peace, stability, friendship and co-operation in
the region.

14. Where, then, are the hotbeds of tension in South
East Asia and what is their origin?

15. In Kampuchea tension persists not in the interior but
on that country's border with Thailand. This situation re
sults solely from the fact that Thailand allows China and
the United States to use its territory as a base for the
recruiting, training, equipping and supplying of the -armed
gangs of Pol Pot and other Khmer reactionaries. It is from
these sanctuaries that activities of subversion and sabotage
have been launched against Kampuchean territory. What
is more seri01,ls, according to the SPK information agency
of the Pe091e's Republic of Kampuchea, Thai armed
forces themselves have daily been violating the territory,
airspace and territorial waters of the People's Republic of
Kampuchea. In particular, Thai artillery often lobssheIls
over the border to cover Pol Pot infiltrations .

16. While China's schemings against Kampuchea are
weIl known to the entire world, those of the United
States, though less well known, are in fact as intense and
well organized, as has been revealed in the British journal
War Monthly of September 1981. According to that maga
zine, an organization by the name of the Kampuchean
Emergency Group, set up by a Colonel Michael AIIen in
Aranyaprathet and placed under the direction of the
United States Ambassador in Bangkok and composed of
former high-ranking American officers in Indo-China,
has, as part of its mission, to command, in co-ordination
with the Thai Task force 80, the criminal activities of the
Pol Pot gangs and other Khmer reactionaries along the
Kampuchea-Thailand border.

17. But it is on the borders between China and Viet
Nam and China and the Lao People's Democratic Re
public that there is the gravest tension which IUns the serious
risk of det~n~_ ..lng into a large-scale war of unforesee
able consequences. While China ceaselessly threatens Viet
Nam with a second war of aggression, it continues to
occupy the Vietnamese archipelago of Hoang Sa--Para
cel-and to mass in the immediate proximity of the
border 400,000 troops who systematicaIly engage in acts ..I:
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of armed provocation and encroachment. Scores of divi
sions of all branches are maintained in combat-ready posi
tion for attack, while the Chinese command is accelerat
ing a plan of modernizing the army and its air and naval
bases, particularly in southern China. China recently or
ganized a series of military manoelivres and has fever
ishly sown a revenge psychosis among its armed forces.
Furthermore, China has been rallying reactionaries to
form so-called anti-Vietnamese and anti-Lao fronts, re
cruiting mercenaries from among refugees to foment trou
ble in Viet Nam and the Lao People's Democratic Re
public.

18. It is this all-out war of attrition against the three
countries of Indo-China, of which these criminal activities
constitute an integral part, that is responsitle for the ex
treme tension in the region and that poses a serious threat
to peace and security there.

19. Tense situations exist also in the other South-East
Asian countries, essentially because of the subversion ac
tivities-and even the civil war-staged by the pseudo
revolutionary armed groups backed by the Beijing au
thorities-organizations which, without aid, would not
have been as powerful as they are and would long ago
have vanished.

20. A look back at what has happened in South-East
Asia since the Second World War confirms this view: the
fact tbat that region has never known peace and stability
has nothing to do with the so-called situation in Kam
puchea but is due to the policies and manoeuvres of out
side powers hostile to the fundamental national rights of
the peoples and countries of the region. There have been
colonial wars against the Indonesiap, and Indo-Chinese
peoples, and an American war of aggression against the
peoples of Viet Nam, the Lao People's Democratic Re
public and Kampuchea. And today it is the Chinese
hegemonists' war of aggression, followed by the present
all-out war of attrition against the three countries of Indo
China. Last, but not least, are the drawn-out civil wars,
potential or overt, fomented from outside over these past
decades against the legal Governments of the countries of
the region.

21. In spite of all this deceitful imperialist and reaction
ary propaganda, slowly but surely the facts are becoming
known: even in the countries of ASEAN, realistic politi
cians are beginning to speak about them publicly. The
origin of the present tension in the countries of South
East Asia-in Indo-China, the ASEAN countries and oth
ers, as well-lies in the Beijing authorities' policy of
hegemonism and expansionism against the sovereignty
and security of independent States, a policy all the more
dangerous because of its ever-closer collusion with the
United States imperialists.

22. On the basis of a deliberately distorted analysis of
the situation in Kampuchea and its consequences for
South-East Asia, a false issue has been raised, and, after
being endorsed by an international conference, a so-called
comprehensive political solution has been elaborated. An
attempt is now being made to have the General Assembly
adopt it.

23. In this connection, my delegction would like to re
call the following position of the Government of the Peo
pie's Republic C'f Kampuchea as set forth in the statement
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 18 July this year:

Hi'hc main purpose of this Conference, convened on
the proposal of the ASEAN countries and orchestrated
by the Chinese expansionists and the United States im
perialists, was to deceive world opinion, to misrepre
sent the situation in Kampuchea, to' prop up the rem
nants of the Pol Pot supporters and other Khmer
reactionaries who have taken refuge in Thai territory
and encourage them in their criminal activities against
the rebirth and development of the' Kampuchean peo
ple, and to sabotage the independence and sovereignty
of Kampuchea. These crude manoeuvres are utterly in
compatible with the real situation in Kampuchea and
with justice. They represent unacceptable interference
in the internal affairs of the People's Republic of Kam
puchea and a flagrant violation of the Charter of the
United Nations.

H

HThe People's Republic of Kampuchea wishes to re
iterate that there is no 'Kampuchean problem' and,
consequently, no solution to be found to it. No country,
no organization and, a fortiori. no group of criminals
who betrayed their country has the right to speak on
behalf of the Kampuchean people or to put forward
'settlements' for Kampuchea which in reality are
merely manoeuvres designed to pave the way for the
return of the barbarous Pol Pot archcriminals. The sit
uation in Kampuchea is irreversible, and all the ma
noeuvres and activities aimed at undermining the inde
pendence and sovereignty of the People's Republic of
Kampuchea are doomed to certain and dismal failure."
[See A/36/402.] ",'

24. While extending full support to that just position of
the Government of the People's Republic of Kampuchea,
my delegation would like to draw the attention of the
General Assembly to the following.

25. A solution to a given problem can be just only if it
is based on the objective reality of the situation. More
over, as we have just pointed out, the cause of the present
tension in Kampuchea, as in South-East Asia in general,
is the Chinese threat. Therefore the fundamental problem
that must be solved urgently is how to put an end to the
policies of aggression and intervention pursued by China
against the peoples of Kampuchea, the Lao People's
Democratic Republic and Viet Nam.

26. To demand an immediate withdrawal of Vietnamese
troops "from Kampuchea without taking into account the
explosive situation along the Thai-Kampuchea border on
the one hand and along the borders between China and
the Lao People's Democratic Republic and China and Viet
Nam on the other would be tantamount to giving a free
hand to China, in collusion with the United States and
with the complicity of Thailand .and some other ASEAN
countries, to re-establish the genocidal Pol Pot ;regime in
Kampuchea and to deprive the Kampuchean people of
their sacred right of legitimate defence. It would also
mean recognizing China's right to commit aggression
against and intervene in the three Indo-Chinese countries
and denying those peoples their right to establish among
themselves and help one another in the common struggie
against the expansionist policy of the Beijing authorities.

27. The presence of the Vietnamese troops in Kampu
chea results from an agreement concluded between the
People's Republic of Kampuchea and the Socialist Re
public of Viet Nam, two independent and sovereign
States. Nobody has the right to interfere or prevent the
Indo-Chinese countries from exercising their right of self
defence. The Vietnamese troops will withdr8~v from
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tion and scepticism of a considerable number of partici
pants, the elaboration of the so-called comprehensive po
litical solution by the China-Singapore duo and the
spectacular manner in which a so-called consensus was
produced before an audience that was more or less indif
ferent.

34. The ASEAN countries are in favour of a dialogue
but demand that it be based on the erroneous United Na
tions resolutions on Kampuchea which have already been
rejected by the three countries of Indo-China. That is not
an invitation to dialogue, but a new attempt to use the
United Nations mechanism to impose their will and to
exert pressure on Viet Nam and the other Indo-Chinese
countries, as was stated by a representative of a member
of ASEAN in this very forum. It is pure illusion, because
the Kampuc.hean people have made great sacrifices to be
come masters of their destiny, not to exchange one diktat
for another. The policy of a position of strength as regards
the Indo-Chinese countries has never been successful.
Kampuchea, the Lao People's Democratic Republic and
Viet Nam will have to overcome more difficulties but they
will never cease to march forward and develop in all
fields.

33. The holding of such a conference and its adoption
of decisions can in no y,'ay constitute the progress claimed
by its sponsors; it is rather a diktat to the Kampuchean
people and constitutes an additional impediment to the
restoration of peace and stability in the region. It is unfor
tunate that the United Nations should have become in
volved in this manoeuvre, which is contrary to the inter
ests of the Kampuchean people and the peoples of the
South-East Asian region and to the principles of its own
Charter and makes a mockery of reality as well as of
justice and law. To think that so much effort and money
have been ex:pended in a cause that was lost in advance.

35. If the ASEAN countries persist in following a pol
icy of connivance with hegemonism and imperialism, op
position to the Indo-Chinese peoples, rejection of dia
logue and determination to impose ·their will on others,
they will only maintain and prolong tension and in
stability, the consequences of which they too will have to
suffer. This could only lead to a deadlock and would not
benefit any South-East Asian country or peace and Sia
bility, friendship and co-op~ration in the region. On the
contrary, it would benefit only Beijing.

36. My delegation believes that a just and reasonable
solution to the problems relating to the peace and stability
of the countries of South-East Asia must be based on the
true over-all situation in the region, on respect for the
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of all
these States and on the principles of the Charter. It was in
that spirit that the confe-rences of Foreign Ministers of the
three Indo-Chinese countries, held in Vientiane in July
1980" in Ho Chi Minh City in January 1981 and Phnom
Penh in June 1981, put forward constructive proposals
[see A/36/86 arid A/36/328] and that Mr. Phoune Si
praseuth, Vice-President of the Council of Ministers and
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Lao People's Demo
cratic Republic submitted to the Assembly at this session
the principles governing relations of peaceful coexistence
between the countries of Indo-China and the ASEAN
countries, for peace, stability, friendship and co-operation
in South-East Asia [see A/36/5611.

37. The delegation of Viet Nam sincerely hopes that the j

delegations of Member States that are concerned about the
defence of law and justice will take a positive attitude in
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Kampuchea as soon as the threat of Chinese aggression
against and intervention in the three Indo-Chinese coun
tries no longer exists. In the meantime, if peace and se
curity are secured in the border areas between Kampuchea
and Thailand, Viet Nam and Kampuchea will decide by
common agreement on a partial withdrawal of Vietnamese
troops from Kampuchea.

28. Some representatives speaking at this rostrum have
suggested that the Vietnamese troops maintained in Kam
puchea are there contrary to the will of the pepple of that
country. One question arises: What is meant by "the peo
ple of Kampuchea"? Are they the millions who have sur
vived the genocidal regime and are now rebuilding their
homes and. their country and are taking in hand their own
destiny? Or are they the Pol Pot clique of murderers and
other Kampuchean traitors nurtured on a neighbouring ter
ritory by the enemies of the Kampuchean people, who
have tried in vain to bring them back to power in Kam
puchea? The reply is clear and precise for all men of con
science.

29. As reported in an ankle in the Far Eastern Eco
nomic Review of 13 February 1981, Kampucheans ;;" ter
viewed by correspondence unanimously affirm that

"While outsiders want to get the Vietnamese out of
Kampuchea, the Khmers themselves feel that they have
been liberated from the horrors of Khmer Rouge rule
and want the Vietnamese to stay as long as the threat of
a return of that bloody regime remains real."

30. On the other hand, those same representatives des
perately demand "free general eiections and attempt to im
pose on the Kampuchean people a so-called coalition
Government composed of three rival factions which they
try to gather together no matter at what cost in various
capital cities: from Beijing to Washington, from Sin
gapore to Bangkok. They act as if KaIlJpuchea were a
country deprived of a ruler and placed under the trustee
ship of China, the United States and the ASEAN coun
tries. What right have these countries to interfere deliber
ately in. the internal affairs of an independent and
sovereign State? General elections in Kampuchea are
within the national competence of the Kampuchean peo
ple alone. Free and democratic general elections have
been held in the presence of hundreds of foreign observ
ers, and 97 per cent of the population of Kampuchea par
ticipated in them. To fail to recognize these living real
ities in Kampuchea and to attempt to restore a regime that
has been spurned and rejected by its own people would
not only mean acting against law and morality but also
constitute an act of injustice against this martyred people.
Like it or not, the Kampuchean people, who are now
masters of their own destiny, have properly exercised their
right to self-determination and have freely chosen their
leaders as well as the way to the social and political de
velopment of their country. No reactionary force in the
world can reverse the trend.

31. In this context, the so-called International Con
ference on Kampuchea was a basically wrong undertaking
because it deliberately distorted the reality of the situation
in Kampuchea and in South-East Asia. It was a one-sided
conference because it constituted gross interference in the
internal affairs of Kampuchea and aimed at preparing for
the return of Pol Pot and other reactionaries to power.

32. As far as the proceedings of that conference are
concerned, they had certain features almost unprecedented.
in the history of the United Nations, such as the hesita-

I
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of the Community call upon all parties concerned fully to
use the framework of the United Nations in seeking a
lasting solution for the Kampuchean people. They con
tinue to believe that a solution to the Kampuchean prob
lem must be based on an independent and neutral Kam
puchea, with a genuinely representative government, free
from any foreign military presence and maint~ining

friendly relations with all countries of the region. Further
sessions of the Conference, as provided for in the draft
resolution submitted by the ASEAN countries and others,
will no doubt take the process forward next year. Any
settlement must give the people of Kampuchea the right
to determine freely the form of government and leader
ship they want. In the light of recent history, it will also
be important to have assurances that a future Kampuchean
Government will maintain friendly relations with all coun
tries of the region, and especially with its immediate
neighbours. Such assurances will, of course, have to be
reciprocal. Meanwhile, we note the recent agreement in
principle between representatives of Kampuchean parties
opposed to the Vietnamese invasion to form a coalition.

37th meeting-19 October 1981

39. Mr. HURD (United Kingdom): 1 am glad of this op
portunity to speak on behalf of the 10 States Members of
the European Community in this important Jebate.

favour of the rebirth of the Kampuchean people and of
peace, stability, friendship and co-operation in South-East
Asia.

38. Before concluding, I should like to make a brief
comment on the statements made this morning by the rep
resentative of the United States and the representative of
the Philippines from this rostrum regarding my country.
Listening to their rhetoric on the history of the past 30
years and their feelings of compassion for the peoples of
Kampuchea and Viet Nam, it would seem that those rep
resentatives have a rather short memory regarding the re
cent past, when their respective countries engaged in a
war of criminal aggression, the most loathsome in history,
against the peoples of the three countries of Indo-China
a war that has been condemned by all mankind. Those
are the very people who today try to whitewash their past
crimes and divert public opinion from their current
crimes; who pose as ardent defenders of justice and law,
of independence and self-determination for the peoples of
Indo-China, whose lands they earlier bombed and to
whom they brought death and destruction. Despite their
cynical calumnies and their shameless propaganda cam
paigns, they cannot turn white into black, falsehood into
truth, and their political plots against the people of Kam
puchea, who are in a period of rebirth, will fail, as has
everyone of their attempts over the past decade. He who
sows the wind shall reap the whirlwind.

42. The IQ members appreciate that in the search for a
settlement ASEAN is moved by the desire to create con
ditions conducive to the establishment of a zone of peace,
freedom and neutrality in South-East Asia free from inter
ference by outside Powers. The complete withdrawal of
Vietnamese forces is an essential step in returning Kam
puchea to normality. Effective measures must also be
taken to ensure that no armed group can either seize
power by force or use the threat of force to intimidate the
Kampuchean people and so deprive them of their right to
self-determination. In this connection, let there be no mis-

40. It is now nearly three years since the Vietnamese understanding about our attitude to the Pol Pot regime.
invasion of Kampuchea. The regime which they installed We abhor that odious regime, whose violations of human
in Phnom Penh remains totally reliant on Viet Nam for its rights were more flagrant than those of any other regime
existence. Having suffered the atrocities of the barbarous in recent history. It is for the people of Kampuchea to
Pol Pot regime, the unfortunate people of Kampuchea decide who should emerge from free elections as their
have still not regained their independence and right to new Government. But we have no doubt that, given the
self-determination. Meanwhile a vast army of occupation chance, they will reject the Pol Pot regime decisively. Our
remains bogged down in the countryside and no political attitude on this is consistent. It stands in marked contrast
solution is in prospect. So the risk continues that the con- with that of the Soviet and other pro-Vietnamese represen-
flict could at any time spill over the borders of Kam- tatives, who, as late as the autumn of 1978, strenuously
puchea. Yet there has bel,:n some progress in the last year. opposed, in the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Dis-
As to the humanitarian ,spects c.; the problem, at least crimination and Protection of Minorities, Western efforts
the spectre of starvation no longer hangs over Kam- to persuade the international community to investigate the
puchea. Thanks to the efforts of the Secretary-General, atrocities of the Pol Pot regime.
Sir Robert Jackson, the specialized agencies, with
UNICEF in the lead role, the International Committee of 43. Be that as it may, the history and record of that Pol
the Red Cross, other non-governmental agencies and the Pot regime is no justification, in our view, for invasion
general response of the international community, it seems and occupation. It is in the interests of all to insist on the
that the physical survival of the people of Kampuchea is inadmissibility of foreign interference and intervention in
assured, although there may be shortages again next year. the internal affairs of a sovereign State, and especially to
Should this happen, the European Community and its insist that small and vulnerable countries should not be
member States, which have together contributed some 40 subject to invasion by their larger neighbours, on what-
per cent of the international relief effort, may be prepared ever pretext. As one representative wisely said in the de-
to consider contributing further. In this connection, I bate on Kampuchea in the General Assembly last year,
sLould like to pay a tribute to the Royal Thai Government there are no "justified" interventions, there are no
for the compassion and generosity with which Thailand "good" occupations, regardless of the validity of the mo-
has absorbed and continues to absorb Kampuchean refu- tives invoked. There can be no recognition of any right to
gees, in such large numbers, despite the considerable dif- impose governments or regimes on independent'countries.
ficuIties which this has entailed for the Government and
for the Thai people. 44. Thus, the community will once again support the

draft resolution submitted by the ASEAN countries and
41. On the political front, the tireless efforts of the others, as they supported the texts submitted at the thirty-
members of ASEAN to promote a solution have con- fourth and thirty-fifth sessions of the General Assembly.
tinued, and their efforts, in our opinion, rightly enjoy the As ASEAN recognizes, there can be no political solution
support of the great majority of the international commu- without the participation and· the co-operation of all those
nity. The Community took part in the International Con- concerned in the conflict. We hope therefore that the
ference on Kampuchea here in July. We express our satis- Vietnamese Government and others concerned will recon-
faction at the outcome of the Conference. The members sider their decision not to take part in the International
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Conference on Kampuchea, and will begin to play their
part in the search for a negotiated political settlement, for
the sooner they do, the sooner the Kampuchean people
can enjoy the peace they long for.

45. Mr. NAIK (Pakistan): This is the third consecutive
year that the General Assembly has discussed the situa
tion in Kampuchea, which continues to be a scene of un
paralleled tragedy and of a crisis threatening world peace.
Since late 1978, when the Vietnamese troops entered
Phnom Penh, the international community has been mak
ing unremitthtg efforts to resolve the Kampuchean crisis.
The initiatives taken at successive sessions of the General
Assembly and at the recently held International Con
ference on Kampuchea have even given rise to a faint
optimism regarding the return of peace to that tormented
land. But it remains abundantly clear that the travail of
the Kampuchean people will continue unmitigated as long
as the foreign military intervention persists in Kam
puchea, suppressing the free exercise by the people of
that country of their right to self-determination.

46. The people of Pakistan feel special concern over the
Kampuchean tragedy for three reasons. First, the situation
in Kampuchea is the result of the violation of the sacro
sanct principle of non-interference and non-intervention in
the internal affairs of States, strict respect for which is the
essential prerequisite for a world order based on peace,
equity and justice. Secondly, there is a close parallel
between the situation in Kampuchea and that in
Afghanistan, which poses a grave danger to the stability
of our region. and to international peace. Thirdly, with
over 2 million Afghan refug~es on our soil, we realize the
extraordinary magnitude of the humanitarian problem
caused by the foreign military intervention and internal
strife in Kampuchea, the plight of more than 100,000
Kampuchean refugees and the burden that their presence
must have placed on the resources of Thailand. We wish
to pay a warm tribute to the Government of Thailand for
providing shelter to this afflicted mass of humifllity up
rooted from their homes, as a humanitarian and interna
tionalist responsibility.

47. We wish also to commend the massive effort mobi
lized by the United Nations under the personal guidance
of the Secretary-General in helping to ameliorate the dis
mal conditions of hunger, malnutrition and diset'se suf
fered by the unfortunate people of Kampuchea.

48. Pakistan's position on the political and humanitarian
aspects of the Kampuchean crisis has been consistf.:nt and
unambiguuus. Pakistan has never condoned the inhuman
and genocidal policies of the Pol Pot regime in Kam
puchea. At the same time, Pakistan cannot accept foreign
occupation of that country in the name of saving its peo
ple from a tyrannical regime. We firmly believe that in no
circumstances can a nation arrogate to itself the right to
invade another sovereign nation and to impose a puppet
regime on its victim. If military interventions are justified,
on the pretext of humanitarian considerations, it would
make a farce of the established principles of international
law, resulting in global chaos and anarchy in which the
security of smaller and weaker countries of the world
would be at the mercy of their more powerful neighbours.
As members of the international communit·, committed
to the principles of the Charter of the United Nations, we
have a solemn responsibility to reject and oppose such
international behaviour whether t~!e aggressive State. is
large or small.

49. The General Assembly has declared its opposition
to the Vietnamese military intervention in Kampuchea in
unequivocal terms. In its resolutions 34/22 and 35/6, the
General Assembly has also emphasized the urgent need
for a comprehensive political settlement of the Kam
puchean problem on the basis of total withdrawal of for
eign troops from Kampuchea, respect for its sovereignty
and independence and the right of the Kampuchean peo
ple to determine its own future, free from outside inter
ference. With the objective of finding such a comprehen
sive settlement, resolution 35/6 further decided to
convene an international conference on Kampuchea with
the participation of all conflicting parties in that country.

50. Accordingly, the Conference was helel last July and
adopted a Declaration on Kampuchea which is a testi
mony to the sincere concern and realism with which the
participants tried to elaborate concrete measures to ad
vance the process, initiated by the General Assembly, for
a just political solution of the situation in Kampuchea.
The Conference laid down the blueprint for a cease-fire in
Kampuchea and the withdrawal of foreign troops from
Kampuchea within a specific time-frame, for restoration
of conditions of peace and order inside Kampuchea and
for the holding of free and impartial elections under the
supervision of the United Nations so that all Kam
pucheans would be able to participate in them and elect a
Government of their own choice. The Conference also en
visaged agreements among the five permanent members
of the Security Council and all States of South-East Asia.
as well as other States concerned, to ensure the non
aligned and neutral status of Kampuchea, respect for its
sovereignty and independence and the inviolability of its
borders.

51. The central role and responsibility of the United Na
tion~ in resolving th.e Kampuchean crisis cannot be over
emphasized. The situation in Kampuchea is not a regional
question~ it concerns the violation of a fundamental prin
ciple of international law and remedying it is an interna
tional responsibility. We are therefore gratified to find that
the role of the United Nations has been fully acknowl
edged in the decisions of the General Assembly as well as
those of the International Conference on Kampuchea. The
United Nations has been asked to monitor the withdrawal
of foreign troops from Kampuchea, and has been assigned
the heavy responsibility of supervising free elections in
Kampuchea and maintaining law and order until the
peaceful transition of power to the elected representatives
in that country. Successful execution of this role would
undoubtedly enhance the prestige of the Organization and
restore confidence in its effectiveness to maintain and
strengthen international peace and security.

52. It is a matter of deep regret that Viet Nam and its
allies declined to participate in the important Conference
on Kampuchea. It is our earnest hor;e that they will find
it possible to co-operate with the Ad Hoc Committee set
up by the Conference and enter into immediate negotia
tions over the elements of a peaceful settlement outlined
by the Conference. A positive response by these countries
would make a vital contribution to bringing the tragic
chapter of strife and bloodshed to an early close in war
ravaged Kampuchea.

53. We do not wish to comment on the motivation be
hind the Vietnamese intervemion in Kampuchea. How
ever. the events of the last three years have clearly dem
onstrated that the fateful Vietnamese action has served
only to destroy the hope that Indo-China will witness a
new era of peace and pwsperity in the wake of the heroic
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triumph of the Vietnamese people in their painful and
protracted struggle against imperialism and colonialism.

54. Today, the prospect of peace has once again bright
ened, thanks to the strenuous endeavours of the United
Nations and the remarkable goodwill and wisdom shown
by the members of ASEAN. We appeal to Viet Nam to
reappraise its position and seize this opportunity to join in
the international efforts for a political settlement of the
Kampuchean crisis within the framework provided by the
United Nations, which is in the best interest of all peoples
in the region. Viet Nam's willingness to accept the United
Nations initiative not only would bring peace to Indo
China and South-East Asia but would have a salutary ef
fect on the worsening world situation, beset with growing
tensions and conflicts.

55. Side by side with the peace efforts undertaken by
the United Nations, there are encouraging signs of an
emerging united front of all patriotic factions fighting in
Kampuchea. We' welcome the joint statement issued in
Singapore on 4 September 1981 by Prince Norodom
Sihanouk, Mr. Son Sann and Mr. Khieu Samphan [see
A/36/498] concerning their agreement, in principle, to
form a coalition government. This development will en
sure that a workable coalition is possible inside Kam
puchea if the peace plan envisaged in the decisions of the
General Assembly and the International Conference on
Kampuchea is implemented. Such a coalition would also
exclude the possibility of the return of Pol Pot despotism,
which inflicted massive suffering on the Kampuchean
people.

56. In conclusion, I wist to commeilt briefly on draft
resolution A/36/L.3/Rev. 1 of which Pakistan is a sponsor
and which has already been eloquently introduced by
General Carlos P. Romulo, the Foreign Minister of the
Philippin~s. This draft resolution reaffirms the basic in
controvertible principles for a political settlement. It also
endorses the important decisions of the International Con
ference on Kampuchea. By lending its support to this
draft resolution, the General Assembly would once again
demonstrate its deep concern over the continued tragedy
in Kampuchea and its determination to pursue the peace
ful settlement of the Kampuchean crisis.

57. Mr. KASEMSRI (Thailand): For three consecutive
years the Kampuchean problem has come up before the
Assembly. Thailand, as the front-line State affected by
this problem for the past three years, wishes to see an
early, comprehensive political settlement of the Kam
puchean problem, based on the principles of the Charter
and relevant United Nations resolutions. The reasons be
hind this are clear.

58. First, Thailand and all the members of ASEAN
wish to see an immediate end to the fighting in Kam
puchea and the complete withdrawal of Vietnamese forces
from that country. Prolongation of the conflict will not
serve the interests of any country in the region. Viet Nam
has no right or legitimate reason to try to impose a mili
tary solution in Kampuchea on the Kampuchean people.

59. Secondly, the Kampuchean people should be al
lowed to exercise their right to self-determination, free
from foreign occupation and without foreign intervention
or coercion, as they are entitled to do under the Charter
and rules of international law. As long as the Vietnamese
forces are not completely withdrawn from Kampuchea,
the Kampuchean people will not be able to exercise this
right freely. That is why the so-called elections recently

held in Kampu~hea earlier this year were nothing more
than a sham, as they were conducted under the shadow of
the foreign occupying forces and without the full par
ticipation of the Kampuchean people.

60. Thirdly, Viet Nam's actions prior to its invasion of
Kampuchea and subsequently have given an important in
ternational dimension to the problem. Outside Powers
have become involved in the region whether or not it is to
Viet Nam's liking. Prolongation of the problem and lack
of a comprehensive political settlement ~ould only lead to
the increase and exacerbation of such rivalry and confron
tation.

61. Fourthly, the problem of Kampuchean refugees as a
tragic com;~quence of Viet Nam's military actions cannot
be effectively solved without such a comprehensive politi
cal settlement. As long as foreign troops continue' il
legally to occupy Kampuchea and thus prolong the fight
ing, there is little hope of finding a truly effective and
durable solution to the Kampuchean refugee problem.

62. Last, but not least, if there are any lessons to be
learned from history, and considering the present reality,
it should now be recognized by all concerned that a Kam
puchea which could contribute to the maintenance of
peace and stability in South-East Asia must be a Kam
puchea which is truly free, independent, neutral and non
aligned. In order to reach this objective, it is imperative
that a comprehensive political solution be found to the
Kampuchean problem taking into account the legitimate
interests and concerns of all parties. Above all, the in
alienable rights of the Kampuchean people must be re
affirmed, in particular their right to self-determination.
That having been done, no other country should be per
mitted to intervene in the internal affairs of Kampuchea or
seek to impose on it any administration or form of gov
ernment. It will be up to the Kampuchean people to de
cide for themselves.

63. Meanwhile, my delegation welcomes the efforts of
the Kampuchean patriots under their leaders-Prince
Sihanouk, Mr. Son Sann and Mr. Khieu Samphan-to
form a nationalist coalition against the occupying forces.
So long as Viet Nam persists in its attempt to impose its
military might on the Kampuchean people, there is no
choice but to recognize the legitimacy of the struggle by
Kampucuhean patriots to free their country from the for
eign occupation and illegal presence, in order to exercise
their right to self-determination without outside inter
ference or coercion.

64. It was with the aforementioned objectives in mind
that the members of ASEAN proposed the convening of
an international conference on Kampuchea in General As
sembly resolution 35/6. With the support of an over
whelming majority of Member States, the Conference was
convened by the Secretary-General in July this year. The
results were most encouraging as the Conference adopted,
by consensus, a declaration2 and a resolution3 on Kam
puchea which, inter alia, established an Ad Hoc Commit
tee. The Declaration provides a constructive and reason
able framework for a comprehp,nsive political settlement
of the Kampuchean problem. The Declaration reaffirms
that the withdrawal of all foreign forces from Kampuchea,
the restoration ef its independence, sovereignty and ter
ritorial integrity, and its right to self-determination, as
well as the commitment by all States to non-involvement
in the internal affairs of Kampuchea, are the principal
components of any just and lasting solution of the Kam
puchean problem. The Declaration also emphasizes that
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Kampuchea, like all other countries, has the right to be
independent and sovereign, free from any external threat
and armed intervention, free to decide its own future and
to pursue its own development and a better life for its
people in an environment of peace, stability and full re
spect for human rights. Far from imposing one party's
view on another, the Declaration calls for peaceful. nego
tiations by all parties in an effort to find a solution satis
factory and acceptable to all, on the basis of th~ relevant
United Nations resolutions. Thus negotiations are en
visaged on the following important elements: a cease-fire
and withdrawal of all foreign forces, under United Na
tions supervision; measures for the maintenance of peace
and order in Kampuchea; and the holding of United Na
tions-supervised free elections. The Declaration also
stresses that it is essential to have agreement on appropri
ate arrangements to ensure that the results of the free
elections will be respected by all parties, as well as agree
ments by all States concerned, to ensure a peaceful future
and stable conditions for Kampuchea.

65. The peaceful settlement of disputes has always been
one of the fundamental principles enshrined in the Char
ter. In most cases it depends on the political will and the
goodwill of the parties directly involved whether or not
they see any merit in entering into such negotiations.
With regard to the Kampuchean problem, the burden of
proof naturally rests with Viet Nam, which has so far
maintained that the situation in Kampuchea is irreversible.
If and when Viet Nam accepts that it cannot occupy and
subjugate another sovereign and independent State against
the will of its people, the negotiating process within the
framework of.the International Conference on Kampuchea
can earnestly begin with a view to finding a durable solu
tion satisfactory to all.

66. The international Conference on Kampuchea also
adopted by consensus a resolution establishing an Ad Hoc
Committee to assist the Conference and to undertake mis
sions, where appropriate, in pursuit of the negotiated set
tlement. My delegation is confident that the Ad Hoc
Committee and its individual members will play a useful
role in carrying out its mandate as outlined in the Decla
ration and resolution of the International Conference on
Kampuchea.

67. As is evident from the foregoing, the Declaration
and resolution of the Conference offer a reasonable frame
work for a comprehensive political settlement of the
Kampuchean problem. My delegation believes that this is
a fair assessment for the following reasons.

68. First and foremost, the right of the Kampuchean
people to self-determination and the right of Kampuchea
to exist as a truly free and independent country are recog
nized and constitute the most vital. element of the solu
tion. Secondly, the legitimate security interests of neigh
bouring States of Kampuchea, as well as other countries
concerned, are taken into account. Thirdly, the negotiat
ing process is not a process of imposing the will of one
party on another but a process of peaceful negotiation of a '
peaceful settlement, with due cognizance of the legitimate
rights and concerns of all parties, and a process in which
all such parties are invited to participate. Fourthly, the
Kampuchean problem, which is the root cause of the
present instability as well as of increasing big-Power pres
ence and rivalry in the South-East Asian region, will be
dealt with peacefully. To put the question aside would
only invite further conflict and mistrust within the region,
as well as increase major-Power rivalry, which would 'be
detrimental to the well-being of the countries and peoples

of South-East Asia as a whole. Fifthly, such a compre
hensive settlement as envisaged by the Declaration will
also provide durable solutions to other problems which
have ensued from the Kampuchean conflict, namely, the
refugee problem and the escalating tension in the region.

69. The comprehensive political settlement of the Kam
puchean problem as envisaged in the documents of the
International Conference would open up a new era of du
rable peace, stability and co-operation in the South-East
Asian region, and the countries of the region could then
exert renewed efforts to establish a zone of peace, free
dom and neutrality in South-East Asia free from outside
interference and rivalry. The countries of South-East Asia
would thus be able to devote themselves to the tasks of
development and national reconstruction and rehabilita
tion, which, my delegation believes, are inspired to by all
peoples.

70. Mr. Carlos P. Romulo, Minister for Foreign Affairs
of the Philippines, in his eloquent statement this morning,
has already lucidly introduced draft resolution A/36/L.3/
Rev.1". As one of the sponsors, my delegation would like
merely to stress that that text, like resolutions 34/22 and
35/6, consists of two parts, namely, political and human
itarian. The political part underscores the results of the
International Conference on Kampuchea and the human
itarian part addresses the problem of the Kampuchean ref
ugees. In this regard my delegation wishes to express its
deep appreciation to the donor countries, the United Na
tions and its agencies and other international humanitarian
organizations as well as voluntary agencies, which have
rendered valuable assistance to my country in our collec
tive endeavours on behalf of the Kampuchean refugees.
While the question of emergency relief inside Kampuchea
is under review, the Kampucheans along the border and
those in the holding centres in Thailand are still in· need
of international assistance pending their safe return to
their homes.

71. My delegation fuBy supports the draft resolution
and wishes to commend it to th~ General Assembly for
approval.

72. Before concluding my statement I should like to re
fer to certain allegations against Thailand in the statement
of the representative of Viet Nam earlier this afternoon.

73. In one part of his statement he alleged that the ten
sion in South-East Asia was due to the fact that Thailand
had allowed certain countries to use its territory as a base
for military activities in support of Democratic Kam
puchea, the Government of which is recognized by my
country as well as by the United Nations. Furthermore,
the Vietnamese representative alleged that Thai armed
forces and artillery shells had violated daily the territory
of Kampuchea.

74. These serious allegations are not only completely
groundless but have been maliciously used to cover up
the blatant acts of wanton aggression on the part of the
Vietnamese occupying forces.

75. The real questions are these. First, whose troops,
200,000 strong, are waging the war against the Kampuch
ean people; whose troops are occupying Kampuchea?
Secondly, with whose lavish assistance and costly war
supplies are the Vietnamese troops waging this war and
maintaining their illegal occupation of Kampuchea?
Thirdly, whose troops have made frequent armed incur
sions into Thai territory from Kampuchea?
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76. These innumerable incidents in violation of ThaI
land's sovereignty have been duly reported to the United
Nations and the reports have been circulated as official
United Nations documents.

77. Moreover, the Vietnamese representative referred to
a publication called War Monthly to malign Thailand's
good name. It referred to the so-called Kampuchean
Emergency Group. The real question is: Who has been
lighting the powder keg in Kampuchea?

78. Furthermore, the Thai Task Force 80 was mentioned
in his statement. The existence of this unit is well known;
it has as its sole purpose the task of co-ordination of inter
national assistance to the refugees in close working rela
tionship with UNl-ICR and other United Nations agencies,
as well as international organizations such as the Interna
tional Committee of the Red Cross and all the voluntary
agencies concerned.

79. Thailand's good faith'regarding the tense border sit
uation is on record, particularly in our standing proposal
to establish United Nations observers on the Thai side of
the border. This proposal, however, has been rejected by
Viet Nam. Therefore I venture to say that the case speaks
for itself.

80. Mr. TRUCCO (Chile) (interpretation from Spanish):
Today, as the General Assembly once again takes up the
question of Kampuchea, we cannot fail to recall that in
December 1978, after Vietnamese troops had taken con
trol of that country in violation of all the principles of the
Charter, the invaders maintained, just as the head of the
Vietnamese delegation said here this afternoon, that this
was an irreversible fact and that the international commu
nity would eventually have to recognize it as such.

81. Three years have since elapsed and reality has
proved to be quite different. The overwhelming majority
of the States Members of the United Nations refuse to
recognize as legitimate the Vietnamese administration in
Kampuchea and demand the withdrawal of that country's
troops. This has been borne out by General Assembly
resolutions 34/22 and 35/6, as well as the Declaration of
the International Conference on Kampuchea and various
communiques by countries of the non-aligned movement.

82. Viet Nam's invasion of Kampuchea is of concern to
the entire international community and primarily to those
developing countries that can rightly caU themselves non
aligned. Those countries understand that the strongest
guarantee for living in peace is scrupulous respect for the
principles and purposes of the Charter and in particular
for the principle that unequivocally sets forth the need to
refrain from the use or the threat of the use of force in
international relations. Brazen violation of that principle
cannot be condoned by the international community.

83. The Foreign Minister of my country stated in 'the
general debate at this session that:

". . . the time has come for all of us who identify
with the authentic purposes and principles of the Char
ter of the United Nations to defend them frankly and
openly, with the firmness that stems from conviction,
by denouncing their violation wherever it occurs and by
requesting and supporting application of the sanctions
against transgressors which the Organization itself has
provided for." [23rd meeting. parl1. 128.]

84. The International Conference on Kampuchea, con
vened in accordance with General Assembly resolution
35/6 and held in July of this year, clearly demonstrated
the political will of a large majority of countries to en
gage in a constructive dialogue on the future of Kampu
chea. We reiterate our support for the international Decla
ration' which was issued there and we wish to express our
willingness to continue to take part in the efforts of the
international community to establish a free and indepen
dent Kampuchea that can be regarded as truly non
aligned.

85.We believe that the actions of the Secretary-General
and his Special Representative, Mr. Essaafi, can be con
sidered posil:ive, because they have contributed to the
creation of a climate more conducive to negotiations. We
are sure that the Ad Hoc Committee of the Conference
wiII serve 'ihe purpose of facilitating that task until it IS

possible to adopt a general political agreement taking into
account the interests of all States in the area and guaran
teeing the exercise of the national rights of the Khmer
people.

86. Furthermore, special priority must be given to the
plight of the thousands of Kampuchean refugees which
has so sorely affected Thailand, to whose people and
Government we reiterate our gratitude and tribute. My
country has contributed to the efforts of the General As
sembly to assist those who have had to abandon the terri
tory of Kampuchea and we unreservedly support the relief
that has bp-en given so selflessly and the efforts, both of
the countries of ASEAN and of international bodies, es
pecially the International Committee of the Red Cross and
UNHCR, which this year most deservedly has been
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

87. We noted with satisfaction the joint communique is
sued by the leaders of the Kampuchean resistance early
last month, for we are convinced that understmding and
co-operation among the parties will favour the full imple
mentation of the relevant resolutions of the General As
sembly as regards the political future of Kampuchea. In
that spirit my delegation is honoured to be one of the
sponsors of the draft resolution which is before the As
sembly, and the purpose of which is a reasonable, peace
ful solution to the problem' of Kampuchea.

88. Before concluding, I should like to repeat here the
opinion of my Government: only the uncond~tional with
drawal of the occupying troops, respect for the sov
ereignty and territorial integrity of all States in the region
and the full exercise of the right to self-determination of
the Khmer people wiII enable an end to be put to the
hardships that those people have suffered over the past
three decades.

89. Mr. SUJA (Czechoslovakia) (interpretation from
Russian): Without the agreement and participation of the
sole legitimate and genuine representatives of the People's
Republic of Kampuchea, against the will of the over
whelming majority of the people of that country and as a
result of sordid manoeuvres, we yet again find ourselves
compelled to discuss a question which falls exclusively
within the internal jurisdiction of a sovereign State.

90. These fruitless discussions, which can lead to noth
ing constructive, clearly run. counter to the basic princi
ples and purposes of the Charter. For that reason the
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic resolutely and cate
gorically refutes them as gross and flagrant acts of inter
ference in the internal affairs of the People's Republic of

~--_., ~-- _ ..--' '--~--'--"--- -_.~.._------~_.~~.,--- _._--.---_ ....- --



'.

736 General Assembly-Thirty-sixth Session-Plenary Meetings

Kampuchea. It is Impossible to describe them otherwise
than as 2i1 abuse of the prestige of the Organization likely
only to discredit its authority.

91. In the more than two and a half years which have
elapsed since the overthrow of the Pol Pot regime, which
was condemned for all time, the heroic people of Kampu
chea, led by their legitimate representatives, to whom
they gave their free and unanimous support in last May's
elections, have made a number of significant and indis
putable advances in the normalization of life in their
country. They have significantly increased production and
restored basic market functions and the use of currency.
They have successfully defended the accomplishments
which were achieved at such a heavy price and are clearly
overcoming the consequences of the Pol Pot regime,
which committed genocide against its own people and
drove the country into a social and economic catastrophe
on an unprecedented scale which destroyed the very ele
mentary norms of human civilization.

92. The people of Kampuchea, under the leadership of
the Council of State, which is in both the legal and fac
tual sense the sole legitimate and genuine representative
of the people and the people's power in the entire territory
of the State, has moved distinctly forward towards the at
tainment of those objectives. The objectives, which are
the objectives of the people of Kampuchea, are set out in
the recently adopted Constitution and other legislative in
stru!Ue.ntsofthe People's.As~embly. They include, for ex
ample,. the programme for the country's economic devel
opment, endorsed by the National Assembly, a
programme which steers that society towards the full
elimination of the vestiges of the former regime and the
restoration of the country's economic potential and its
food supplies.

93. Those undoubted and evident successes would be
even more palpable but for the despera~~, externally in
spired attempts artificially to aggravate the problem and
support here a group of people that, in the legal, political
and moral senses, long ago lost any ground for acting in
the Organization, which is a universal, governmental,
peaceful organization with humanitarian aims, no matter
what screens and nameplates they may use, whatever slo
gans they cover themselves with and whether they call
themselves a front or anything else. But for the interests
of foreign Powers, it would have been possible long ago
to solve this pressing problem, thereby .consolidating
peace, security and stability in South-East Asia as a
whole.

94. We join a number of other States in asking what are
the purposes of those who today, notwithstanding the ob
jective situation, console themselves with implausible illu
sions, ~s if it were possible to alter the real position in
Kampuchea. Are they trying to promote the interests of
the people of Kampuchea or their own interests? Are the
people of Kampuchea likely to be helped to solve the
problems that they inherited by resolutions such as that
before the Assembly? In our opinion, they will not be
helped in that way. We therefore resolutely oppose draft
resolution A/36/L.3/Rev.l. Such proposals promote only
the purposes of the intrigues of world imperialism and
Beijing's hegemonism. They are nothing but an igno
minious continuation of a policy which has proved a total
failure; consequently, they are all the less likely to suc
ceed today. This draft resolution can expect the same fate
as all similar attempts, regardless of the forum in which
they were made, including the International Conference.
on Kampuchea.

95. The situation in Kampuchea is irreversible, whether
or not that is to the liking of certain parties. That situa
tion is in accord with the will and aspirations of the over
whelming majority of the people of that peace-loving,
non-aligned country, whose Government, together with
the Governments of other countries of Indo-China, has
submitted a constructive, flexible and realistic set of pro
posals designed to secure a genuine solution of the prob
lems of the region and to strengthen regional peace and
security. We fully support those proposals, because they
would lead to negotiations and a peaceful and constructive
dialogue between the countries of Indo-China and the
members of ASEAN, which is precisely what has been
advocated so often, correctly, from this very rostrum.

96. Czechoslovakia, taking into account the genuine and
substantive needs of Kampuchea, endeavours to develop
with it extensive co-operation and to provide it with the
maximum effective assistance, thereby giving effect to the
results of last year's visit to Kampuchea of the President
of my country, Gustav Husak, and a visit to our country
of the President of the Council of State of the People's .
Republie of Kampuchea, Mr. Heng Samrin. As a result of
those visits, relations between our two countries were
raised to a qualitatively new level, and a new impetus to
the co-operation between our countries was given by this
year's visit to Prague of the Deputy President of the
Council of Ministers, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of
the People's Republic of Kampuchea, Mr. Hun Sen. We
shall continue to follow this course unswervingly, thereby
making our modest contribution to the quickest peaceful
solution of this pressing problem.

97. Mr. KRAVETS (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Re
public) (interpretation from Russian): Our position on the
so-called situation in Kampuchea, a question whkh has
been foisted upon the United Nations, and our fundamen
tal disagreement with its being on the Assembly's agenda,
were expressed by the· delegation of the Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic in the General Committee. It is de
plorable that the imperialist States and the hegemonist
forces of China have managed to dr~g the United Nations
into this futile discussion. As a result, a truly paradoxical
situation has come about.

98. In a sovereign State, the People's Republic of Kam
puchea, normal peaceful iife is pursuing its regular
course; the organs of authority, which enjoy the support
of the people, are functioning. Yet within the United Na
tions various parties are trying to foist upon the United
Nations a discussion of the situation in that country, while
blocking the granting to its legitimate Government of the
right to take part in the General Assembly's work and to
state its views on developments in and around the coun
try.

99. Any reasonable and unprejudiced person should see
clearly that there is no "Kampuchean problem". The
problem has been removed by the Kampuchean people
themselves. The situation in the People's Republic of

I Kampuchea moved along its proper path when an end
was put to the criminal, genocidal Pol Pot regime. En
croachments on the sovereignty and independence of the
People's Republic of Kampuchea are doomed to failure.

100. However, in the light of those conclusions and as
sessments of the situation, and given the realities of the
situation in South-East Asia, the delegation of the Ukrai
nian SSR deems it necessary to state certain considera-

. tions on the question.
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101. As' a result of the stubborn struggle against Ameri
can imperialism and Beijing-based hegemonism, the
Kampuchean people has won its right to independence
and self.,determination. In the two and a half years since
the establishment of genuine popular power, important
and irreversible changes have taken place in the country.
In a shprt time most of the enterprises which were de
stroyed by the Pol Pot regime have been restored and put
back into operation, the monetary system has been re
habilitated and there have been considerable achievements
in education, culture and public health. General elections
have been held in the country for the National Assembly,
the highest representative organ, and for local authorities.
Progress has been made in the resurrection of the national
economy and culture; the political and social structure of
the People's Republic of Kampuchea has been consoli
dated in, the legislation embodied in the Constitution,
which was adopted by the first session of the People's
Representative Assembly.

102. The basic law of the country and the fundamental
principles of its foreign policy are set forth therein. The
Government of the People's Republic of Kampuchea, put
ting all this into practice, is pursuing a policy of peace
and non-alignment in the international sphere. It advo
cates the establishment of good-neighbourly relations with
all States, including the countries of South-East Asia, on
the basis of the principle of peaceful coexistence, and is
doing its utmost to turn the region into an area of peace
and stability.

103. The Kampuchean people, which suffered the trag
edy of genocide during the rule of Beijing's henchmen, is
determined not to permit the return of the conditions of a
dreadful past. This has upset those who have been delib
erately and maliciously impeding stabilization of the sit
uation in the People's Republic of Kampuchea and in the
region as a whole. Those in United States imperialist cir
cles, hand in hand with the Beijing hegemonists, have
managed to stir up tension and provoke confrontation in
relations between ASEAN and Indo-China. They have
been actively supplying the remnants of the Pol Pot bands
and reactionary Khnier forces with weapons. The efforts
of the opponents of the People's Republic of Kampu
chea-namely the Beijing authorities-are designed to
create a constant source of tension in that part of the
world. They are anxious to ensure that an atmosphere of
hostility, hatred and distrust prevails among the peoples of
South-East Asia, for only in such conditions can their
hegemonistic plans be achieved, not, in an atmosphere of
peace and friendship.

104. The aims of Washington also are to regain lost
positions in South-East Asia, to reinstate there its military
presence, direct and indirect, and to intimidate the coun
tries of the region by waving in front of them the so
caIled Vietnamese threat, to justify the recent crimes of
the American warmongers in Indo-China, and to discredit
the heroic struggle of their peoples against the interven
tionists. That accounts for the hue and cry about this fab
ricated "Kampuchean question".

105. In the recent past China, the United States and
those in reactionary circles in certain ASEAN countries
have been' trying to keep this matter very much in the
forefront of attention by making it look as if there were
genuine opposition to the people's authority in Kampu
chea. It is hoped to tack together some kind of counter
revolutionary united front, using the cadavers of latter-day
imitators of Pol Pot and other politicians of the past,
which are now being dragged out of the cupboard, as it

were. This is a waste of time, and those who are trying
by sordid and devious means to legalize that motley rab
ble are engaged in an ignoble venture.

106. Another effort on the part of the United States and
China to destabilize the situation in Indo-China was the'
holding in July of this year of the so-caIled International
Conference on Kampuchea. The very fact of the conven
ing of that Conference was highly irregular: it constituted
a gross violation of the fundamental principles of the
Charter, which does not aIlow interference in the internal
affairs of sovereign independent States.

107. As was pointed out in the note sent a few months
ago to the Secretary-General by the Permanent Represen
tative of the Ukrainian SSR to the United Nations: ')\part
from gross interference in the internal affairs of the Kam
puchean people, the holding of this Conference would
create additional obstacles to normalization of the situa
tion in South-East Asia. It would be detrimental to the
recently started dialogue between the countries of Indo
China and ASEAN." How correct our conclusion has
since proved.

108. Some of the partICIpants in the Conference have
even gone so far as to appeal from the rostrum of' the
United Nations for the restoration of the Pol Pot regime,
whose ringleaders apparently are supposed now to "have
recognized their mistakes" and revised their "theoretical
views". It is not hard to imagine the kind of catasttopl'ie1':;· ....

that such a restoration of their power would mean for the '
Kampuchean people.

109. The documents adopted at the Conference are ten
dentious and can only confuse world public opinion. Of
course, no decisions on Kampuchea adopted against the
will of the Kampuchean people and in the absence of its
lawful representatives can have, or will have, any, force.

110. The Ukrainian SSR categorically refutes the deci-·
sions of that so-called International Conference on Kam
puchea.

III . There already exists a sound, realistic basis for the
settlement of the problems besetting the Indo-China area,
as participants at this session very well know. It is set
forth in the statement of the Foreign Ministers of the So
cialist Republic of Viet Nam, the Lao People's Demo
cratic Republic and the People's Republic of Kampuchea,
on peace, stability, friendship and co-operation in South
East Asia, adopted in January this year in Ho Chi Minh
City and confirmed in the statement of the Foreign Minis-
ters adopted in June at Phnom Penh. Guided by the deter
mination to achieve prompt and positive results for the
sake of peace, stability, friendship and co-operation in
South-East Asia, the three countries of Indo-China have ":,,
proposed to the members of ASEAN that they come !to"">'':;
the negotiating table of a regional conference, to resolve~ '-;
outstanding issues. It is proposed to invite to -the con- . .
ference by common agreement observers from other coun
tries, as well as the Secretary-General of the United Na
tions. If for some reason the ASEAN countries are not
yet ready for a regional conference, the three Indo-Chi
nese States are prepared to hold multilateral and bilateral
consultations on a wide range of questions. .

112. The proposals of Viet Nam, the Lao People's Dem
ocratic Republic and the People's Republic of Kampuchea
relating to the signing of bilateral non-aggression treaties
with China are still valid. A practical step towards the
establishment of lasting peace and stability in South.:East
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Asia would be recognition by the ASEAN countries of
the seven prinCiples set forth in the memorandum of the
Lao Foreign Ministry of 29 September 1981, explained in
detail at. the. 16th .meeting. during the general debate at
this s~ssion by the Deputy Chairman of the Council of
Ministers and.Foreign Minisi:er of the Lao People's Demo
cratic Republic. Phoune Sipraseuth.

113. In the opinion of the. Ukrainian SSR it is precisely
through dialogue. negotiations and consultations among
th~ countries of South-East Asia, without outside inter
ference, that a solution can be found to the problems of
common interest to them. The decisions of the General
Assembly' should be designed (0 provide assistance to the
States of the region in those co~structive efforts.

114. The draft resolution that has been submitted to the
General Assembly does not take into account the real

state of affairs but simply impedes the search fm;. a mutu
ally acceptable basis for a genuine political settlement in
South-East Asia, because it contains provisions that allow
for gross interference in the internal affairs of the People's
RepubHc of Kampuchea. The delegation of the Ukrainian
~SR will vote against that draft resolution.

The meeting rose at 5.20 p.m.

NarES

I Sce Offidal Records of the Security Council Thirty-fifth Year. Sup
plement for J/lly. August and September 1980. document S/14071.

: Sec Report of the Imernational COllference 011 Kampuchea. New
YtJrk (/3·17 July 1981) (United Nations publication. Sales No.
E.81.1.20). annex I.

1 Ibid.• annex 11.




