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The Secretary-General has received the following written statement,
which is circulated in accordance with Economic and Social Council
resolution 1996/31.
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1. The United Nations and the specialized agencies are endeavouring to
secure acceptance of the various human rights instruments by States.  However,
the major Powers which control the Security Council and which, in some
circumstances, impose their decisions and their authority ostensibly in order
to ensure respect for international law and human rights are not always
entitled to exercise that function.  For example, the United States, quite
apart from being significantly in arrears of payment of its financial
contribution to the United Nations and having deserted UNESCO, is also one of
the States that have ratified a very small number of international conventions
relating to human rights.  

2. The United States, while considering itself to be above common
international law, is nevertheless endeavouring to impose American legislation
(such as the Helms-Burton and d'Amato Acts) on the rest of the world.  

3. The Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities should call to order States, such as the United States, which are
showing indifference, not to say contempt, for human rights instruments and
should urge them to ratify those various conventions.  
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