S 3 Aol Pa}”

Distr.
GENERAL

$/1998/911 <

29 September 1998 WY‘ L"““'?“Q
ARABIC

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

¥ Gulone et ) Il dgorae VARA Liaiiw/ Jsli ¥4 Lo yho il
dasiol aedl o) Glogull a3l Jieol (e

plall OGS G0 Awlie GG el 299 Les sl Gk Dle )l sda e Geass
P S el ol & s S @ gatl fladdl piae) 43, A pabosadl o sle M Galadl LS ¥
(@39 rol 0l VEAA Ludawz /0T Y-

Lolas Aloly &Sy pod! gl of S35 5 A8 @3Us wa) ol a3 g T o aidy

08! Gulone 3305 (e Ahy Loghoss Wit seg Dol aia pesty pilidias of SLE el

d9,c poiladl (aB i)
1ol e

e 021098 021098 98-29025

VNI SO O N 0



S5/1998/911
Arabic

3 ol
Page 2

International Action Center

39 West 14" St. #206 New York, NY, 10011  212-633-6646  Fax: 212-633-2889
http://www .iacenter.org  e-mail: iacenter@iacenter.org

For Immediate Release Press Contact: Deirdre Sinnott, Kadouri Al Kaysi
Attention Assignment editor 212-633-6646

U.S. solidarity delegation visits Sudan

On Sept. 15 a delegation from the International Action Center, headed by former U.S. Attorney General Ramsey
Clark, left for the Sudan. The human rights delegation will visit the site of the El Shifa pharmaceutical
plant destroyed by U.S. cruise missiles on Aug. 20

The El Shifa plant, which went into production just two years ago, raised Sudan’s self-sufficiency in
medicine from 3 percent to over 50 percent and produced enough veterinary medicine for all of Africa.

Since the bombing the U.S. has been unable to offer a shred of evidence to justify this wanton act of
terrorism. Protests have taken to the streets across the U.S. and throughout the world.

In solidanty with the Sudanese. the delegation 1s bninging $25,000 worth of antibiotics and anit-malana
medicines. The group includes Dr. Sapphire Ahmed, an African American physician who has previously
worked in the Sudan, and Dr. Mohamed Haque, president of the Islamic Medical Association. Sara
Flounders, John Parker and Richard Becker are representing the IAC.

The group, which includes a videographer. plans to visit hospitals, health clinuics and refugee centers and
to interview doctors. representatives of UN agencies and women’s organizations. The goal is to assess how
the destruction of El Shifa plant impacts on health in the region.

Sara Flounders, a coordinator of the IAC, ponted out, “If the U.S. had bombed a Sudanese hospital, that
would have deprived the patients in that facility of medical care. But destroying a vital pharmaceutical
plant creates a health crisis in Sudan and all across Africa that will continue to reverberate. This was a far
more destructive and calculated terror attack by the Pentagon.”

When the delegation retums, members will present reports and video and photographic evidence of their
fact-finding trip. For more information. call the International Action Center.
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U.S. Delegation Led by Ramsey Clark Returns From
Fact-Finding Mission in Sudan

Clark Calls for “Restitution” in Destruction of Sudanese F actory

Ramsey Clark, former U.S. Attorney General, and a delegation from the International Action Center (IAC)
will return to the U.S. early September 22 after a fact-finding mission to Sudan. During their mission they
visited the Al Shifa pharmaceutical factory that was destroyed by U.S. bombs on August 20, 1998. The
delegation interviewed surviving workers. families of the victims of the surprise attack, UN representatives,
and visited refugee centers.

Speaking on September 20 at a demonstration of thousands of Sudanese people, Ramsey Clark apologized
for the destruction of the Al Shifa pharmaceutical factory and called for the U.S. to make financial
restitution, according the Associated Press reports.

“The LS. claimed that they had credible evidence that the Al Shifa plant was producing weapons, but
that’s a lie.” said Sara Flounders co-coordinator of the IAC a member of the delegation to Sudan.

“The fact is, we have abundant documentation that the U.S. charges are completely false. This was a
life-saving pharmaceutical factory. Even the New York Times said in an article on Monday that the decision
to destroy the only pharmaceutical factory n Sudan was based on guesswork. The U.S. wanted to punish
the Sudanese for their independence and to show the world that the Pentagon can and will bomb anywhere,
anytime with impunty.”

The Al Shifa pldnt. that went into production Just two vears ago, raised Sudan’s self-sufficiency in
medicme from 3 percent to over SO percent and produced enough veterinary medicine for all of Africa.

A public meeting will be held on Wednesday. October 14 ai the International Action Center’s office at 39
West 14" Street at 7-00 p m. Video evidence and eyewitness testimony will expose the U.S. bombing and
its ongong effects on the people of Sudan.

For information or an interview with the delegation call 212-633-6646.

e — —

98-29025




