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Subj ect: Lanquage Proficiency Exam nations

1. Language proficiency exam nations in Arabic, Chinese, English, French
Russi an and Spanish will be held on 26 and 27 January 1999.

2. Staff menmbers wishing to take the examination nust submit an application
formto the Language Secretariat of the Training and Exam nations Section
(Villa Le Bocage, Room 3) by 22 OCTOBER 1998. NO APPLI CATI ON W LL BE ACCEPTED
AFTER THI S DATE. A separate application nmust be subnmitted for each exam nation
requested. Application fornms, copies of sanple exam nation questions and
paynment slips are available fromthe above office. In addition, sanple

exami nati on questions can be found on the Training bulletin board in cc. Mail

3. The Language Proficiency Exam nation consists of a witten test and an
oral interview The witten examination will be held on the foll owi ng dates:

26 January 1999

Engl i sh 09. 00-12. 30 Room XX, Pal ai s des Nations
Chi nese 14.00-17. 30 Villa Le Bocage, Ofice 3
Russi an 14.00-17. 30 Villa Le Bocage, O fice 3

27 January 1999

French 09. 00-12. 30 Room XX, Pal ai s des Nations
Ar abi ¢ 14.00-17. 30 Villa Le Bocage, O fice 3
Spani sh 14.00-17. 30 Room XX, Pal ai s des Nations

Candi dates are advised to arrive 30 nminutes before the beginning of the
witten exanmination to allow tinme for check-in procedures.

GE. 98- 02785
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4. The oral exam nation will be conducted on an individual basis and wl |
consist of a 15 mnute interview. Candidates will be advised of the tinme and

| ocation of the oral exam nation by convocati on.
5. Eligibility requirements are as follows:
(1) Type of Appointment:

PERMANENT AND PROBATI ONARY APPO NTMENTS: All staff menbers of the
organi zations of the United Nations system who have a permanent or a
probati onary appointnent are eligible to take the United Nations Language
Profici ency Exam nation.

FI XED- TERM APPO NTMENTS: United Nations staff menmbers and staff nenbers
of specialized agencies who have fixed-term appointnents are eligible to take
the United Nations Language Proficiency Exanmi nation, provided that their
contract expiration date is after the date of the Language Proficiency
Exam nation for which they are applying. United Nations staff nmenbers whose
contract expires before this date must obtain authorization fromtheir chief
and staff nmenbers of other specialized agencies nmust obtain the authorization
of their organization.

SHORT- TERM APPOI NTMENTS: United Nations staff nembers who hold short-
term appoi ntnments are not eligible to take the United Nations Language
Proficiency Exam nation unless they obtain authorization fromthe Chief of
Personnel Service. Short-termstaff menbers of specialized agencies and ot her
organi zati ons may not take the United Nations Language Proficiency Exani nation
unl ess they obtain authorization fromtheir organization

(rn) Type of |anguage study:

(a) Al'l those who have conpleted the highest |level of the United
Nati ons | anguage progranmme are eligible to take the | anguage proficiency
examination. This is the only situation in which the | anguage proficiency
examination is open to those who are not staff menbers of the United Nations
Secretariat and other organizations of the United Nations system

(b) Source of proficiency Si nce each candi date taking the |anguage
proficiency exam nation represents an expense to the Organi zation, the
examination is restricted to those whose background indi cates that they
possess a | evel of proficiency equivalent to the highest |level of the United
Nati ons | anguage progranmme. Such indicators include conpletion of the highest
| evel of the United Nation |anguage programre (conpul sory for non-staff
menbers), |anguage study outside the United Nations for at |east two years and
use of the | anguage on a regular basis for school or work. Oher indicators
are pernissible; they should be specified on the application.
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(c) Conpl etion of the highest |evel of the United Nations | anguage
programme is required for those who have begun study in the programre.
Wt hout such conpletion, the | anguage proficiency exam nation may not be taken
in the | anguage studi ed.

6. Language incentive eligibility requirements for United Nations
staff nenbers:

(a) A staff nember may take the | anguage proficiency exam nation to
obtain a certificate establishing proficiency in a second official |anguage
and, in certain cases:

(1) to benefit fromthe rel evant provisions of General Assenbly
resol ution 2480 B (XXII1);

(i) to qualifiy for the first or second | anguage all owance under
staff rule 103.6.

(b) Resol ution 2480 B (XXI11) applies to Professional and higher
| evel staff menmbers subject to geographical distribution who work in one of
t he worki ng | anguages of the Secretariat and who have an adequate and
confirmed know edge of a second official |anguage. The criteria for
benefitting fromthe | anguage incentives provided for under the resolution are
set out in administrative instruction ST/Al/207 of 23 Decenber 1971

(c) Under staff rule 103.6 staff nenbers in the General Service and
Trades and Crafts categories or in the Field Service below |l evel 6 are
eligible for |anguage all owances. Staff nenbers must be proficient in two
of ficial |anguages and nust pass the |anguage proficiency exam nation in one
of themto receive the allowance. To receive a second | anguage all owance they
nmust be proficient in three official |anguages and nmust pass the proficiency
examnation in two of them Staff menbers whose nother tongue is an officia
| anguage of the Organi zation nmust pass the examnation in another officia
| anguage, which may be the |anguage in which they are required to be
proficient by the terns of their appointnment. The |anguage proficiency
exami nation in their nmother tongue is waived. Staff nmenbers whose not her
tongue is not one of the official |anguages nmust pass the exanmination in an
of ficial |anguage other than that in which they are required to be proficient
by the terns of their appointment. The proficiency exam nation in that
| anguage is waived.

7. Fees:

The Language Proficiency Exam nation is free of charge for United
Nati ons staff menmbers. Staff nmenmbers of specialized agenci es nust have their
applications authorized by their respective Personnel or Training Service;
ot herwi se they nust pay the enrol nent fee thenselves (64 SF). Menbers of
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per manent m ssions, service organizations in the Palais des Nations, NGOs,
press corps, consultants and dependents of staff or of diplomatic mnission
staff who have conpleted the last |level of the United Nations Language
Trai ni ng Programe nust pay a fee of SF 64.

8. Candidates will receive witten notification of their exam nation
results. No results will be available prior to official notice.

Mar yan Baquer ot
Di r ect or
Di vi sion of Admi nistration



