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The PRESIDENT (translated from French): | declare open the
803rd plenary neeting of the Conference on Di sarmanment.

On ny list of speakers today | have the representatives of China and
Finland. | give the floor to the representative of China, Anmbassador Li.

M. LI (China) (translated from Chinese): The Conference on Di sar manent
decided to establish an ad hoc conmttee on FMCT at its plenary on 11 August.
This is an inportant achievenent for the CD this year. Today | would like to
expound on the position of China on another inportant agenda item namely, the
prevention of an arnms race in outer space.

Bef ore touchi ng upon that subject | would also, on behalf of the Chinese
del egation, like to extend congratulations to the del egation of Brazil on
Brazil's formal accession to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and
ratification of the Conprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty as Anbassador Lafer
reported at the first plenary of this session. W all still recall that, on
11 May this year, the sane day that the CD began, a shocking nuclear test took
place in South Asia. The two events are in striking contrast. Brazil, an
i nportant country, has acted responsibly to strengthen international nuclear
non-proliferation and taken a major step in the right direction, helping to
sustain and strengthen the international nuclear non-proliferation regine,
benefiting both regional and gl obal peace and security, and w nning genera
adm ration and appreciation. It is our hope that other countries not yet
parties to the NPT can follow Brazil's exanple and accede to the NPT at an
early date. W also call upon the countries concerned to sign the CIBT as
soon as possible, thus nmaking their due contribution to a solid internationa
non-proliferation regime and pronoting nucl ear di sarnmanment.

Resol ution 52/37, adopted by the United Nations General Assenbly | ast
year, calls upon the Conference on Disarmanment to re-establish the Ad Hoc
Committee on outer space and recogni zes that negotiating an internationa
agreenment or agreements to prevent an arns race in outer space remains a
priority task for the CD, so that outer space can be explored and exploited by
all countries solely for peaceful purposes to benefit all mankind. This
reflects the great inportance attached by the international comunity to the
i ssue of preventing an arns race in outer space. China fully subscribes to
this United Nations resolution. However, people now seemto be of the opinion
that there is no arns race in outer space at present and that preventing an
arnms race in outer space should thus not be a priority for the CD. The
Chi nese del egation cannot agree with this opinion. The fact is, efforts in
recent years to develop and test outer space weapons and weapons systens have
attracted many countries' interest. Preventing an arns race in outer space
has become a present and pressing issue for the international comunity.

It is conmon knowl edge that the Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI) in
the 1980s left the whole world anxious at the prospect of space teeming with
weapons. The end of the cold war has not really brought about the dem se of
“Star wars”, for many of the technol ogi es have found their way into other
space weapon programes. Theatre missile defence systens, so-called TMDs, now
bei ng devel oped by sone countries, draw on “Star Wars” concepts and military
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technol ogi es. For instance, technol ogy for space-based “extra-atnospheric

i ghtwei ght kinetic projectiles” developed in the cold war is being used to
devel op a “Navy Area Defense Systeni capable of intercepting targets in outer
space at an altitude of 500 km The Theater High Altitude Area Defense System
(THAAD) now under active devel opnent derives froma systemused in SD to
intercept strategic ballistic mssiles, and is capable of intercepting

m ssiles not only within the atnmosphere but also in outer space. A
space-based infra-red systemsatellite which can provide tracking and gui dance
assistance for interceptors is still under devel opment. Research on

space- based | aser weapons has been intensified. This technology is capable
not only of intercepting ballistic mssiles but also of attacking satellites.
Last Cctober, the country concerned conducted the first test of a high-energy
chemi cal laser to attack satellites, causing w despread international concern
Peopl e are becom ng nore and nore worried about the possible emergence and
actual deploynment of various kinds of space weapons systens, including
anti-mssile and anti-satellite | aser weapons, in the near future.

The weapon systens under devel opment are of various types. Sone are
depl oyed entirely in outer space or targeted at objects in outer space; sone
are space-based but provide target information for ground-based weapon
systems. However, they all serve one purpose: They seek to procure absolute
strategic mlitary superiority and absolute security for the country
concerned. There can be only one consequence: to turn outer space into a
base for weapons and a battlefield. This prospect will upset regional and
gl obal strategic stability, trigger a new arnms race and underm ne
i nternati onal peace and security. The international comrunity cannot but be
deeply concerned and on its guard against this prospect.

While existing international |egal instrunents on outer space, such as
the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration
and Use of Quter Space, including the Moon and Ot her Cel estial Bodies,
prohi bit the depl oynent of weapons of mass destruction in outer space, they do
not conmpletely ban the testing, deploynent and use of other weapons or weapon
systenms and are thus inadequate to prevent an arnms race in outer space. In
addition, sone other treaties, such as the Anti-Ballistic Mssile Treaty, have
been seriously weakened through so-called understanding or reinterpretation
creating a conveni ent opening for the devel opnent and even depl oynment of
hi ghly sophi sticated space-based TWVD systens.

Agai nst this background, preventing an arnms race in outer space has
become a pressing issue, and the international comunity needs to take firm
and tinely action. It is precisely for this reason that the fifty-second
session of the United Nations General Assenbly adopted resolution 52/37
recogni zi ng that negotiations for the conclusion of an international agreement
or agreenents to prevent an arns race in outer space remain a priority task.
For years many countries including a large mgjority of the CD nenbers, have
been actively urging the CD to begin negotiations on the prevention of an arns
race in outer space

Begi nning in 1982, when the item “Prevention of an arns race in outer
space” was first put on its agenda, the CD set up an ad hoc conmittee on the
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subject for 10 years in succession. Although for various reasons that
Committee was unable to begin formulating international |egal instrunments
banni ng the testing, deploynent and use of weapons and preventing an arns race
in outer space, it did hold w de-rangi ng di scussions and consultations on
matters such as definitions, standards, existing treaties and confi dence-
bui | di ng nmeasures, gaining experience and preparing the ground for further
wor k. now.

At the turn of the century, with space technol ogy advanci ng by the day,
concerted efforts by the international community are needed to ensure the
peaceful use of outer space and to prevent it from becomng the site of a new
arnms race. Mny countries put forward thoughtful views and proposals during
the 10 years that the Ad Hoc Comrittee functioned. Sonme del egations al so
cited and anal ysed existing treaties, agreenments and other international |ega
instruments relating to outer space, advanci ng mutual understandi ng anong
del egations and increasing the possibility of arriving at an international
agreement on the prevention of an arns race in outer space in negotiations.
The Chi nese del egation expresses its appreciation to those del egati ons that
made positive contributions to the work on this item It is ready to
partici pate constructively in deliberations on any proposals and views in this
regard.

As early as 1985, China subnitted to the first Ad Hoc Conmittee a
position paper on the issue of prevention of an arns race in outer space
(CD/579). In that paper it pointed out that outer space is the commn
heritage of mankind, that the exploration and use of outer space should serve
the economc, scientific and cultural devel opnent of all countries and benefit
all manki nd and that Chi na opposed any kind of arms race in outer space.

China is of the view that now, when addressing this item the Conference on
Di sar manent shoul d take full account of the fact that the devel opnent,
producti on and possi bl e depl oynent of sone weapons systens, including TMD, is
spreading into space. |Inmediate action is needed to prevent the weaponization
of outer space, to ban the testing, deploynent and use of any weapon systens
in outer space, and to prohibit the use of outer space for striking at ground
targets. Countries with the npost advanced space capabilities should take
speci al responsibility for ensuring that space is used for peaceful purposes
only and conmit thenselves not to test, deploy or use any weapon system or
conmponents in outer space pending the conclusion of a multilateral agreenent
on the prevention of an arns race in outer space.

The Chi nese del egati on woul d suggest and encourage the United Nations
Institute for Disarmanent Research to conduct useful research on the
production and devel opnent of outer space weapons. At the same tinme we
wel conme the experts from CD nenber States who have come to brief the
Conference on this subject.

The Special Coordinator on this item the Anbassador of Sri Lanka,
stated in his progress report at the plenary on 11 June that CD nenbers had
not expressed an objection to the re-establishnment of an ad hoc conmittee, but
that further consultation was needed over the date. It is our hope that al
CD nenbers can display the political will and flexibility necessary to enable
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the rel evant consultations to yield quick and positive results, allow ng the
CD to begin substantive work on the effective prevention of an arns race in
outer space as early as possible and not fall short of the internationa
comunity's expectations.

M. REIMAA (Finland): Finland welcones the inportant decision of the
Conference on Di sarmament on 11 August 1998 to start negotiations on a
non-discrimnatory, nultilateral and internationally and effectively
verifiable treaty banning the production of fissile material for nuclear
weapons or ot her nucl ear expl osive devices.

In this connection | would especially like to thank you, M. Maineskul
for this achievenent. The diplomatic and professional manner in which you
have conducted the consultati ons made the snooth deci sion possible.

Fol | owi ng the decision of the Conference, the Mnister for Foreign
Affairs of Finland, Ms. Tarja Hal onen, gave the follow ng statement in
Hel si nki on 11 August:

“I amtruly pleased that the CGeneva Conference on Di sar manment
has today deci ded to conmence negotiations on an international treaty
banni ng the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons. In the
aftermath of the nucl ear-test explosions conducted by India and Paki stan
in May, it is of particular inportance that international arms contro
di al ogue is nmoving forward. The begi nning of the negotiations
represents a significant step in support of nuclear disarmnent as
well as in the strengthening of the nuclear non-proliferation regine.

“This decision commits all five nucl ear-weapon States, as well as
so-cal led threshold States, to the negotiations and the objective of
endi ng the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons.

“As a nenber of the Geneva Conference on Disarmanent, Finland wll
participate actively in the negotiations.”

The FMCT negotiations will deal with several issues which are either
politically or technically very conplex. It is the view of our del egation
that no tinme should be wasted in starting to engage in concrete work. In
view of the short period left in this session, we should al so make the nost
effective use of the period between the CD sessions. W hope that the
flexibility which enabled the Conference to reach the decision on Tuesday on
t he establishnment of the Ad Hoc Committee would remain with us and facilitate
our future work.

M. RIVASSEAU (France) (translated from French): Two days ago, the
Conf erence took an inportant decision by setting up an ad hoc commttee under
item1l of our agenda to negotiate what npbst of us usually call the “cut-off”
treaty. M del egation keenly hopes that this commttee will begin work as
soon as possible, in view of the anmobunt of time that has passed in this |ast
part of our annual session
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My del egation is aware of the intensive consultations which you have
been holding with the regional groups to secure a rapid agreenent on the
appoi ntnent of the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Conmittee, and we are very gratefu
to you. M del egation understands that agreenent is close, even if we are not
able to take a decision today. 1In this context, M. President, and in view of
the urgency of the matter, ny del egati on proposes that, if you consider the
ci rcunst ances appropriate, you should hold a special plenary neeting, tonorrow
if possible, or at |east early next week, to nmake it possible to appoint
the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee so that this Committee can neet as early
as next week.

The PRESIDENT (translated from French): | thank the representative of
France for his statenent. | was going to address that very matter, but | have
taken note of his proposal

Do any other delegations wish to take the floor at this stage? 1| see
none. As you know, intensive consultations are continuing with regard to the
appoi ntnent of the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Conmittee on the prohibition of the
production of fissile material for the manufacture of nucl ear weapons or other
expl osi ve devices which we established at the plenary nmeeting |ast Tuesday.

It will be for ny successor in this post, Anmbassador |an Soutar of the
United Kingdom to conplete these consultations and to informthe Conference
of the results of his efforts.

I would now like to make a few cl osing conments.

(continued in English)

As this is the last plenary neeting of the Conference on Di sar manent
under the presidency of Ukraine, | ampleased to state that this period of
time was one of intensive work, productive initiatives and nmutual cooperation
whi ch, at the end, have |l ed the Conference to the adoption of the | andmark
deci sion on the establishment under agenda item 1 of the Ad Hoc Comrittee to
negotiate a treaty on the prohibition of the production of fissile materia
for nucl ear weapons or other nucl ear expl osive devices on the basis of the
Shannon report (CD/1299) and the nandate contained therein. By doing so, the
Conf erence on Di sarnmanment has shown its collective wi sdom and determ nation to
make one nore decisive breakthrough in the field of both nuclear disarmament
and non-proliferation. It is nowa matter of hope that during its twentieth
jubil ee annual session in 1999, progress in the negotiations will allow us to
say that, on the eve of the twenty-first century, the CDis acting vigorously
in promoting the realization of a nuclear-weapon-free world, an idea which we
all share

From any perspective, it is evident that achieving such a ban wll
constitute a major event in both nuclear non-proliferation and di sarmanent.
Therefore, the task before the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Comrittee appears to be
enornous as well as of the utnost responsibility.

The adoption of the decision on the establishment of an ad hoc conmittee
to negotiate the prohibition of the production of fissile material for nuclear
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weapons or other nucl ear explosive devices, followed by the Presidentia
statenment, stens fromthe consultations on agenda item 1 conducted by the
“troi ka” in pursuance of decision CD/1501. At the end of the second part of
the session, ny predecessor, Anbassador Sungar of Turkey, submitted a progress
report on these consultations. At the very beginning of the third part of the
session, | resumed these consultations on agenda item 1. Thus, on 28 July,
the “troi ka” started the bilateral consultations with various CD del egati ons,
including the P-5 countries. These were concluded on 31 July.

In the course of the bilateral consultations, the presidency heard the
vi ews of del egations belonging to different regional groups. These views, in
my opinion, can be sunmarized as foll ows:

The G oup of 21 continues to attach the highest priority to nuclear
di sarmanent nultilateral negotiations within the CD, and stressed the need for
the i medi ate establishnment of an ad hoc conmttee on nucl ear di sarmament, on
the basis of the proposals made in this regard by the Group and its nenbers.

Many del egations, including those fromthe Western G oup, expressed
their support for the idea of establishing a consultative, advisory nechanism
within the CD to provide the Conference with nore informati on about the
achi evenents and the conpl ex issues involved in the nuclear arms reduction
process, although the very concept of such a mechanismstill needs nore
detail ed el aboration

Del egati ons of sone nucl ear-weapon States enphasi zed that their
preference was the establishment of an ad hoc committee to negotiate the
prohi bition of the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons or
ot her nucl ear expl osive devices. Delegations of other nuclear-weapon States
indicated their preference to return back to other aspects of agenda item1
during the next annual session, especially if START-11 enters into force.

A nunber of proposals on agenda item 1l are still on the table of the
Conf erence and deserve further consideration

In view of the fact that, during ny presidency, | was al npost entirely
i nvol ved in pronoting the decision on the establishment of the Ad Hoc
Committee on the prohibition of the production of fissile material, the
“troi ka” has not convened the open-ended consultations focusing on other
aspects of agenda item 1. | hope that mnmy successor in this function
Ambassador Soutar of the United Kingdom w Il continue intensively the
“troi ka” consultations, which should be more fruitful and productive against
t he background of the recently adopted decision on an ad hoc committee to
negotiate a ban on the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons
or other nucl ear explosive devices, and the Presidential statenment that
followed it.

Thi s concl udes ny observations on the issues pertaining to agenda
item 1.
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I should like to express my satisfaction that the Conference is now
fully engaged in its substantive work. The Chairman of the Ad Hoc Conmittee
on negative security assurances conducted a set of fruitful neetings and wl|
start soon the drafting of his report to the Conference. The six Specia
Coordi nators are in the process of further consultations pursuant to their
respecti ve mandates. Under ny presidency the Special Coordinators on APLs, on
transparency in arnmanents and on expansi on of CD nmenbership have presented
their progress reports to the Conference. It is ny hope that the Conference
will take, before the end of this session, concrete steps based on their
findi ngs.

| should like to express ny best wi shes to the incom ng President of
the CD, Ambassador lan Soutar of the United Kingdom | |ook forward to
continuing our joint task under his presidency. | wish also to thank him as
wel | as Anbassador Miurat Sungar of Turkey for their valuable contribution to
our endeavours and for their constant support.

I should also like to express ny gratitude to the Secretary-General of
the Conference on Disarmanent, M. Petrovsky, the Deputy Secretary-Ceneral
M. Bensmail and M. Zaleski, as well as to all the secretariat staff and the
interpreters for their tireless efforts to provide the necessary services to
ensure the snmooth functioning of the Conference.

| especially felt how val uabl e and highly professional was the
assi stance provided by M. Petrovsky, M. Bensmail and M. Zal eski when the
situation in the CD during the |last few days conpelled the President to react
and decide inmmediately and, at the same tinme, in a noderate way with a viewto
preserving the essence of what was achieved by all del egations together. |
thank all the delegations to the Conference on Disarmanent for their active
cooperation with, and support to, the President.

(continued in French)

The secretariat has just distributed to you, at ny request, a revised
tentative tinetable of neetings of the Conference and its subsidiary bodies
for next week. That timetable was drawn up in consultation with the incom ng
Presi dent of the Conference, the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Comm ttee on security
assurances and the Special Coordinators, and as usual it is only indicative
and may be changed if necessary. That being understood, | suggest that we
adopt it.

It was so deci ded.

The PRESIDENT (translated from French): W have cone to the end of our
agenda and | intend to adjourn this plenary neeting. The next plenary neeting
of the Conference will take place on Thursday, 20 August at 10 a.m

The neeting rose at 11 a.m




