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1. The seventeenth session of the Working Group on Effects took place in
Geneva from 26 to 28 August 1998.

2. It was attended by representatives of the followi ng Parties to the
Convention: Austria; Bel gium Canada; Czech Republic; Denmark; Finland;

France; Germany; Hungary; ltaly; Netherlands; Norway; Pol and; Spain; Sweden;
Swi tzerl and; United Kingdom and the European Community (EC). A representative
of the Wrld Health Organization’s European Centre for Environment and Heal th
(WHO ECEH) was al so present.

3. The session was chaired by M. K. Bull (United Kingdon.
l. ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA
4. The Working Group adopted the agenda for its seventeenth session

(EB. Al RF WG. 1/ 1998/ 1) on the understanding that item 8 would be dealt with
before item 6.
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. ADOPTI ON OF THE REPORT ON THE SI XTEENTH SESSI ON

5. The Working Group adopted the report of its sixteenth session, as
contained in docunent EB. AlR/ WG 1/1997/2

1. MATTERS ARI SI NG FROM THE FI FTEENTH SESSI ON OF THE EXECUTI VE BODY FCOR THE
CONVENTI ON ON LONG- RANGE TRANSBOUNDARY Al R POLLUTI ON, FROM | TS SPECI AL
SESSI ONS ON 19 MARCH 1998 AND 24 JUNE 1998, AND FROM THE TWENTY- SECOND
TWENTY- THI RD, TWENTY- FOURTH, TWENTY-FI FTH AND TWENTY- SI XTH SESSI ONS OF
THE WORKI NG GROUP ON STRATEG ES

6. The secretariat drew attention to the present status of the Convention
and its protocols, and to rel evant discussions held and decisi ons made by the
Executive Body at its fifteenth session (ECE/ EB. AIR/53) and its specia
sessions on 19 March 1998 (ECE/ EB. Al R/ 55) and 24 June 1998 (ECE/ EB. Al R/ 57),
and by the Wirking Group on Strategies at its twenty-second, twenty-third,
twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth sessions (EB. AlR/ WG 5/46, 48, 50
52 and 54), as well as to the activities of other subsidiary bodies of the
Executive Body with relevance to the activities of the Wrking G oup on

Ef f ect s.

7. Speci al mention was nade of the present status of the Convention and its
protocols, in particular of the fact that the 1994 Protocol on Further
Reducti on of Sul phur Em ssions had entered into force on 5 August 1998 and
that the new Protocols on Heavy Metals and on Persistent Organic Pollutants
had been adopted and signed by 34 Parties in Aarhus, Denmark on 24 June 1998.
It was al so stressed that the Mnisters, in their Declaration on Long-range
Transboundary Air Pollution, also adopted in Aarhus on 24 June 1998, had
expressed strong support for work under the Convention but voiced concern for
the lack of mandatory funding of effect-oriented activities and ot her
activities.

8. The Working Group on Effects took note of the decisions nmade by the
Executive Body and of the deliberations of the Wrking Goup on Strategies,
and agreed to bear themin mnd when discussing its future activities.

V. FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF THE EFFECT- ORI ENTED ACTI VI TI ES

9. The Chairman introduced a note with draft proposals for the further
devel opment of the effect-oriented activities, prepared by the Bureau in

col |l aboration with the secretariat (EB. AIR WG 1/1998/3). He stressed the
recent decisions of the Executive Body and its Bureau concerning core
activities, and future priorities for medium and | ong-term work under the
Convention, and the possible inplications for the activities of the individua
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Task Forces and international programes. He noted that the final results of

t he ongoi ng external review of the effect-oriented activities, to be submtted
to the Working Group on Effects at its eighteenth session, mght also affect
the future devel opment of individual programmes.

10. VWil e a number of del egati ons wel comed the document and supported its
reconmendati ons, they also stressed that the programmes could not continue
their work and deliver results of a high scientific quality w thout adequate
f undi ng.

11. The Working Group agreed on the followi ng amendnents to the document:
(a) In paragraph 10 (c), “Additional tasks which would be undertaken”
shoul d read “Further tasks which it would be possible to undertaké.

(b) I n paragraph 13 (c), the fourth task should read “Application of
modelling to assess and possibly predict forest conditiof.

(c) I n paragraph 18, the second task in subparagraph (a) starting
“Organi zati on of workshops ...” should be moved to subparagraph (b).

12. The del egation of Spain presented a “non-paper” on effect-rel ated work
needed for servicing the Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants, noting the
i nportance of collaborating with international organizations with rel evant
experts.

13. The Working G oup:

(a) Approved the note on the further devel opnent of the effect-oriented
activities (EB. AIR/WG 1/1998/3) as anended and decided to subnmit it to the
Executive Body for information. It was stressed that all three sets of
priority tasks identified in the docunent were necessary, but due to actua
| evel s of funding they nmight not all be feasible;

(b) Invited all Task Forces to consider the practical inplenentation of
t he proposed changes in the objectives and priorities of individual progranmes
at their next neetings, while preparing plans for future activities;

(c) Agreed to reconsider the further devel opnent of the effect-oriented
activities at its eighteenth session in 1999, taking into account any changes
in activities of individual programres proposed by the Task Forces, the
concl usi ons and recommendati on of the ongoing external review, and the
Executive Body’'s deliberations on its nmedium and long-term activities;
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(d) Recogni zed that short-term provisions/reviews of effects
information coul d be done by ad hoc groups of experts, but reconmended t hat
ef fective collaboration with other international organizations would have
i nportant benefits for such review exercises;

(e) Invited its Bureau to consider possible neans of attributing a
relative weight to individual parts of the effect-oriented activities, taking
into account the future needs of the Convention, for exanple economc
assessnent .

V. MAPPI NG OF CRI TI CAL LEVELS AND LOADS

14. M. H -D. Gegor (Germany), Chairman of the Task Force on Mapping,
reported on the progress achieved in mapping critical |evels and | oads since
the sixteenth session of the Working Group (EB. Al R/ WG 1/1998/4, annex VI), and
on the results of the fourteenth neeting of the Task Force. He informed the
nmeeting about workshops to be organized in 1999 dealing with: (i) critical

| evel s for ozone: level I1; and (ii) methods for calculating critical |oads
for acidity and eutrophication. He al so provided information on the recent
activities of the pilot sub-centre for mapping in Mdscow.

15. M. M Posch (Netherlands), the representative of the Coordination Center
for Effects (CCE), reported on its recent activities, including the
preparation of updated maps of critical |oads of acidity and nutrient

nitrogen, the investigation into uncertainties in critical |oad cal cul ations,
and the eval uation of the accumul ated exceedance approach

(EB. Al RF¥ WG. 1/ 1998/ 5). He al so provided information on the outcome of the ninth
CCE Wor kshop on mapping critical |oads and levels, held in Kristiansand,

Nor way.

16. The Chai rman wel comed the effort of CCE to ensure transparency in
critical loads data, follow ng the decision of the Executive Body on the

Gui del i nes and procedures for data rel ease. The Working Group al so appreci ated
the detail ed substantiation provided by the Parties that had recently changed
their critical |oads data (Austria, Germany, Ireland, Sweden, United Ki ngdom.

17. The secretariat drew attention to document EB. AlR/ WG 5/1998/1
on integrated assessnent nodelling, prepared for the twenty-seventh session of
the Working Group on Strategies, which described target-setting nethods.

18. The del egation of the United Kingdom provi ded nore detail ed information
on the ongoi ng studies on uncertainties and presentation of results, carried
out as a contribution in kind in close cooperation with the national foca
centres (NFCs) and CCE.
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19. The Working Group on Effects:

(a) Took note of the progress report on the activities of the Task
Force on Mappi ng and the Coordination Center for Effects (EB. Al R WG 1/1998/ 4,
annex VI);

(b) Approved the updated maps of critical |oads of sul phur and nutrient
nitrogen (EB. AlR/ WG 1/1998/5), as anmended, for subm ssion to the Executive
Body;

(c) Took note of the information on the recent activities of the pil ot
sub-centre for mapping and noted with concern that its work-plan for 1998-1999
was not avail able for consideration;

(d) Took note of the report provided by the United Ki ngdom on
assessing uncertainties and presenting results of critical |oads calcul ations;

(e) Not ed the plans of the Task Force on Mapping and CCE to reconsider
the objectives of the mapping activities and their nethods of work;

(f) Wel comed t he detail ed expl anations of Austria, Germany, |reland,
Sweden and the United Kingdom for changes to sensitive grid squares, sonme of
whi ch were binding in some integrated assessnent nodelling anal yses, and
requested CCE to provide this informati on when required to Parties to the
Conventi on;

(9) Not ed t hat next year there would be no update in the critical |oads
dat abase, as it had been decided that the negotiations of the nulti-pollutant
mul ti-effect protocol should use data submitted in 1998 and approved by the
Working Group on Effects at its present session. It was noted, however, that
t he devel opnent of critical |oads data should continue;

(h) Took note of the target-setting nethods (accunul ated exceedances
and maxi mrum depositions) being used by integrated assessnent nodellers, and
requested CCE to continue to provide advice on the inplications and ensure
necessary feedback for the Task Force on Mapping, the Working Group on Effects
and the National Focal Centres, as appropriate;

(i) Took note of the plans for workshops on:

- Critical levels for ozone: level Il (April 1999, Switzerland); and

- Met hods for calculating critical |oads for acidity and eutrophication
(Novenmber 1999, Dennark).
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A. Assessnment _and nonitoring of air pollution effects on forests

20. M. P. Splett (Germany), speaking on behalf of the |lead country,

i ntroduced the progress report of the progranme, including the results of the
fourteenth neeting of the Programme Task Force (EB. AlR/ WG 1/1998/4, annex |),
and the strategy paper on the present status and proposed strategy for

devel oping | CP Forests until the year 2001 (EB. AIR/WG 1/1998/7). He al so
reviewed activities undertaken by the progranme and its Task Force in response
to the relevant conclusions and recomendati ons of the sixteenth session of
the Working Group on Effects.

21. M. M Lorenz (Germany), head of the Programme Coordination Centre in
Hanburg, presented the sunmary report on monitoring forest condition in Europe
(EB. Al R/ WG. 1/ 1998/ 6), a technical report on the intensive nonitoring of forest
ecosystens in Europe, and a review of the scientific know edge on cause-effect
rel ationships in forest conditions. He also presented a progress report on the
devel opment of forest nobnitoring activities at level |11

22. In the ensuing in-depth discussion, a nunber of del egations expressed
their appreciation for the successful efforts made by the programre to address
the identified problems and wel conmed the presented reports. Some del egati ons
expressed their concern about the further expansion of the demandi ng programme
activities and stressed the need to concentrate on the effects of air
pol I uti on.

23. The Worki ng Group amended docunent EB. AIR/WG. 1/1998/7 as fol |l ows:

(a) In paragraph 10 (b) the present text should be replaced by At
present, the level | data provide a basis for the future upscaling of the
level Il npbnitoring progranme to level I, and for a possible extrapolation of
data fromICP Integrated Monitoring to the European scal &;

(b) In the table in annex |, the two boxes on the right should read:
“Level Il Techn. Rep.” and “Level 11 Special Studies', respectively.

24. The Working Group on Effects:

(a) Wel comed the effort of the programe to streamline its activities
and resolve problens identified earlier; however, it felt that there were
still opportunities for streamining the reporting activities and urged the
Progranme Centre to continue to address this issue;



EB. Al RF WG, 1/ 1998/ 2
page 7

(b) Took note of the report on the progress of |ICP Forests
(EB. Al RF¥ WG, 1/ 1998/ 4, annex 1) and wel comed the increased enphasis on |evel |
results;

(c) Took note of the summary report on nmonitoring forest condition in
Eur ope (EB. AIR/WG 1/1998/6) and appreciated the information provided on
nonitoring activities on level I1;

(d) Approved the strategy paper on the present status and proposed
strategy for further developing ICP Forests until the year 2001
(EB. Al RF W&, 1/ 1998/ 7) as anended, and noted the revised objectives, proposed
priorities for the years 1998-2001, and planned future actions for efficient
i mpl ement ati on of the programme;

(e) Noted the report on further devel opnent of level IIl nonitoring
activities (carried out in cooperation with ICP Integrated Monitoring) and
invited the Task Force on I CP Forests to keep it inforned about the progress
in inplenenting this activity;

(f) Took note of the report on the review of the scientific know edge
on cause-effect relationships in forest conditions and invited all Parties to
provi de additional comrents on it to the Programme Coordinating Centre by the
end of Cctober 1998;

(9) Noted that a more integrated evaluation of level | results was
needed and wel comed the plans of the Programme Centre to address this issue by
devel opi ng statistical analyses to relate air pollution to level | parameters

and by bringing together the necessary information fromthe various expert
groups and rel evant bodi es outside of programe;

(h) Requested that, followi ng the integration and eval uati on exerci ses,
the programme shoul d assess its data collection needs, paying due attention to
t he possible needs of future evaluations of long-termtrends, and submit plans
for further possible streamining to the Working Group for approval; this
activity had commenced for level Il but had yet to be initiated for level |

B. Assessnment _and nonitoring of acidification of rivers and | akes

25. Ms. B. Kvaeven (Norway), Chairwoman of the Task Force on | CP Waters,
reported on progress in the inplenentation of the programre, including the
results of the thirteenth neeting of the Programme Task Force

(EB. AlR/ WG. 1/ 1998/ 4, annex I1). Wth reference to the inmportant results of the
progranme, in particular in assessing trends in water chenmistry and biota as
related to pollution, she stressed the need to continue national nonitoring
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activities and update the programme database with good-quality and site-
specific data. She also pointed out that the programme’s twelve-year report
woul d be drafted in 1999.

26. Ms. M Johannessen (Norway), head of the Programme Centre, introduced the
executive sunmary of the report on critical |oads and their exceedances at |CP
Waters sites and sunmed up its conclusions (EB. AIR/ WG 1/1998/8). She revi ewed
the results of the 1997 chemical intercalibration and provided information on
the present status of the programre’s database. She also inforned the neeting
on the preparations for the joint ICP Integrated Monitoring and | CP Waters

wor kshop on bi ol ogi cal assessment and nonitoring to be held in October 1998 in
Zakopane, Poland, in conjunction with the fourteenth neeting of the programme
Task Force. She presented plans for the further devel opment of the programme
activities.

27. The Working Group on Effects:

(a) Took note of the report on the progress of the ICP Waters
(EB. Al R/ WG. 1/ 1998/ 4, annex I1) and its plans for further devel opnent;

(b) Took note of the executive summary of the report on critical |oads
and their exceedances at |ICP Waters sites (EB. AR/ WG 1/1998/8) and wel coned
the effective cooperation of ICP Waters with CCE in its preparation;

(c) Took note of the information concerning the present status and
further devel opnent of the programme’s dat abase;

(d) Took note of the report on the evaluation of results of the 1997
chem cal intercalibration;

(e) Took note of the preparations for the joint | CP Integrated
Monitoring and | CP Waters workshop on biol ogi cal assessnment and nonitoring
(Cct ober 1998, Zakopane, Pol and).

C. Effects of air pollution on materials, including historic and
cul tural nonunents

28. M. V. Kucera (Sweden), Chairman of the Task Force on |ICP Materials,
reported on progress in the inplenentation of the programme, including the
results of the fourteenth neeting of the Programme Task Force

(EB. Al RF¥ WG. 1/ 1998/ 4, annex 111). He presented the report on the anal ysis of
data after eight years of exposure: dose-response functions and corrosion
trends (EB. AlR/ WG 1/1998/9), pointed out reports prepared by the programe’s
subcentres on individual material groups, ongoing and planned activities on
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mappi ng corrosi on damage and the plan to organize a workshop on this topic in
cooperation with the mappi ng progranme. He al so sunmari zed the results of the
Wor kshop on quantification of effects of air pollution on materials, held in
May 1998 in Berlin, Germany.

29. He al so provided information on the objectives and scope of, and
i ncreased participation in, the new multi-pollutant exposure progranme, which
had started in October-Novenber 1997.

30. The Working Group conmended the inmportant and useful results of the
progranme, in particular in deriving dose-response relationships, and wel coned
the informati on on the new exposure programme. The Working G oup al so stressed
the inportance of the programme’s activities in the econom ¢ eval uation of
damage caused by air pollution to materials and buil di ngs.

31. The Working Group on Effects:

(a) Took note of the report on the progress of ICP Materials
(EB. Al RF¥ WG. 1/ 1998/ 4, annex I11);

(b) Approved the report on the analysis of data after eight years of
exposure: dose-response functions and corrosion trends (EB. AlR/ WG 1/1998/9);

(c) Took note of the report of the Workshop on quantification of
effects of air pollution on materials and its conclusions and reconmendati ons;

(d) Took note of the plan for further devel oping the programre and
especially wel coned the proposals on mapping activities (including a workshop
on this subject in collaboration with the mappi ng progranmre) and econom c
assessnment of air pollution damage to materials and buil dings, whilst further
noting the inportance of these exercises for drawing attention to the extent
of such corrosion damage;

(e) Invited the Task Force on ICP Materials to present a report on the
progress in the inplenmentation of the new nulti-pollutant exposure progranme
to it in 1999;

(f) Not ed the inmportance of identifying stock at risk and requested
continued efforts fromthe progranme in this area.
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D. Effects of air pollution and other stresses on crops and non-wood
pl ants

32. Ms. G MIls (United Kingdonm), Chairwoman of the Task Force on | CP Crops,
reviewed the progress in the inplenmentation of the programme, including the
results of the eleventh neeting of the Programe Task Force

(EB. Al RF¥ WG. 1/ 1998/ 4, annex |V). She presented the progress report on the

i ncorporation of level Il factors into the critical |evel of ozone for yield
reduction in crops and its subsequent mapping (EB. AlR/ WG 1/1998/10) and the
1998 annual status report on the achi evements of | CP Crops. She provided
information on the results of the W rkshop on using artificial neural networks
to nodel environmental data, held in January 1998 in \WAageni ngen, Net herl ands.

33. She al so presented the updated objectives of the programme and pl ans for
the further devel opment of its activities, and she proposed to anend the name
of the programme to reflect these.

34. M. G Ball (United Kingdom, the representative of the programe’s Data
Model I'ing Centre, provided additional information, in particular on the
progress in nodelling and mapping level Il critical levels for ozone on seni -
nat ural vegetation and crops.

35. In the ensuing discussion, a number of del egations expressed their
appreciation for the inportant achi evenents of the programme. Sone del egations
drew attention to the failure of the level | data to adequately reflect
detail ed predictions of crop damage. However, it was recognized that work on
level Il was not sufficiently advanced to provide input to the current

di scussions on the multi-pollutant protocol. It was also recognized that
irrigation was an inportant level Il factor which was difficult to address

because of a shortage of data.
36. The Working Group on Effects:

(a) Took note of the report on the progress of |ICP Crops
(EB. Al RF¥ WG. 1/ 1998/ 4, annex |1V), and the 1998 annual status report;

(b) Approved the report on the incorporation of level Il factors into
the critical level of ozone for yield reduction in crops and its subsequent
mappi ng (EB. Al R WG. 1/ 1998/ 10) ;

(c) Took note of the report on the Wrkshop on using artificial neura
networks to nodel environmental data;
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(d) Invited |CP Crops to consider further ways of incorporating
irrigation into level |l factors;
(e) Invited ICP Crops to continue its activities to realistically

assess crop |l osses due to ozone pollution and to present a progress report to
it in 1999;

(f) Reconmended future coll aboration between |CP Crops and the Task
Force on Health Aspects in view of their possible conmon interest in heavy

nmetals in food crops and net hods of statistical analysis;

(9) Agreed on a new short name and abbreviation for the programme: |CP
on Non-wood Pl ants and Crops (I CP NWPC)

E. Inteqgrated nonitoring of air pollution effects on ecosystens

37. M. H Staaf (Sweden), Chairman of the Task Force on |ICP Integrated
Monitoring, reported on progress in the inplenentation of the programe,
including the results of the sixth meeting of the Programme Task Force
(EB. Al RF¥ WG. 1/ 1998/ 4, annex V). He reviewed the recent devel opnent in the
progranme activities and in updating its database and noted increased
participation in the progranme.

38. M. M Forsius (Finland), head of the Integrated Monitoring Programe
Centre, introduced the summary report on the EU LI FE Project: devel opnent of
assessnment and nonitoring techniques at integrated nonitoring sites in Europe
(EB. Al RF¥ WG, 1/ 1998/ 11), presented the programe’s seventh annual report 1998
and the final version of the revised nmanual for integrated nonitoring,
prepared in close cooperation with ICP Forests and |ICP Waters. He al so
reviewed the activities and tasks planned for 1998/1999 and those consi dered
for further devel oping the programme.

39. In the ensuing discussion, several delegations noted the inportant inpact
of the EU LIFE Project on the devel opnent of integrated nonitoring activities
both nationally and internationally. Sonme del egations also cormmented on the
results of dynam c nodelling, their presentation and effective use.

40. The Working Group on Effects:

(a) Took note of the report on the progress of |ICP Integrated
Monitoring (EB. AlR/WG 1/1998/ 4, annex V);
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(b) Took note of the summary report on the EU/ LI FE Project: devel oprment
of assessment and nonitoring techniques at integrated nonitoring sites in
Eur ope (EB. Al R/ WG 1/1998/11);

(c) Took note of the seventh annual report 1998;

(d) Approved the revised manual for integrated nonitoring;

(e) Wel comed t he proposals of the Task Force to further devel op the
progranme and noted the incorporation of relevant topics identified by the

Bureau of the Working Group on Effects (EB. AIR/WG 1/1998/3) in its work-plan

F. Commpn_aspects of International Cooperative Programes

41. In concluding the discussion on the recent activities and results of the
I nternational Cooperative Progranmes and the Mappi ng Progranme, the WrKking
Group on Effects:

(a) Noted the inmportant results of the International Cooperative
Progranmes and the Mapping Programe, and their substantive contribution to
the effective inplementation of the Convention and the preparation of the new
mul ti-pollutant, nulti-effect protocol on nitrogen oxides and rel ated
subst ances;

(b) Reiterated the inportance of the support provided by the |ead
countries and coordi nating centres;

(c) Stressed the inportance of the work carried out by the nationa
focal centres noting that the participation in research and data sharing are
part of the obligations of Parties under the Convention (article 7 (d) and

(f)):

(d) Reiterated the continuing need for regular updating the objectives
and met hods of work of individual programmes, in view of the priorities of the
Executive Body, and noted that the results of the ongoing external review of
the effect-oriented activities, once considered and approved by the Working
Group on Effects and the Executive Body (in 1999), m ght have an inportant
i npact on the future orientation, objectives, structure and scope of
activities of the programmes;

(e) Not ed t he potential inportance of using national and internationa
research projects and “help in kind” to address specific tasks for which



EB. Al RF WG, 1/ 1998/ 2
page 13

funding proved difficult, but appreciated that careful selection and pl anning
was needed to ensure the effective contribution of such a funding mechanismto
t he work under the Convention;

(f) Not ed that many of the international programes had devel oped, or
wer e devel oping, Wrld Wde Wb sites to provide information on their work,
obj ectives, etc., and requested the programme centres to provide the |nternet
addresses to the secretariat so that these could be nmade available to the
Wor ki ng Group.

VI1. REVIEW OF SCI ENTI FI C AND TECHNI CAL KNOWL.EDGE
A 1998 Substantive report on air pollution: past and future trends
42. The Chai rman introduced the draft summary of the 1998 substantive report

on air pollution: past and future trends (see EB. AIR/ WG 1/1998/4). He noted
that while the report in its present form provided inportant results and
information, it still required further el aboration. He proposed action for the
finalization of the report and its publication, including organization of the
work and time schedul e.

43. Several del egations stressed the inportance of the report for both the
deci si on makers and the general public and recomended its speedy finalization
if possible in tw formats: (i) full technical report; and (ii) condensed
report for the general public. It was al so suggested that the report should be
anmended to take account of (i) the fact that programme monitoring sites m ght
not be representative of Europe as a whole but might neverthel ess show

i mportant trends; (ii) the effective collaboration between the progranmes,

whi ch was not identified adequately at present, and (iii) stream ining of the
Executive Summary to inprove its readability.

44. The Working G oup:

(a) Approved the draft summary of the substantive report
(EB. Al RF W&, 1/ 1998/ 4), taking note of the suggested anendnents and additions;

(b) Agreed on the organization of the work and the time schedule for
finalizing the substantive report on trends and requested its Chairman and the
Institute of Terrestrial Ecology (United Kingdom to continue to coordinate
t he work;

(c) Invited all Parties to submt additional comments to the
secretariat before the end of October 1998;
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(d) Requested its Extended Bureau to continue to develop the report and
to present the final version to it at its eighteenth session;

(e) Requested its Bureau to explore ways and means of conveying the
results of the substantive report on trends to policy nmakers, possibly nmaking

use of the contents of the Executive Summary.

B. Heavy netals and persistent organic pollutants

45. M. H -D. Gegor, Chairman of the Wrkshop on critical limts and effect-
based approaches for heavy netals and persistent organic pollutants (POPs),
hel d in Novenber 1997 in Bad Harzburg, Germany, introduced its sunmary report
(EB. Al RF¥ W&, 1/ 1998/ 13) and presented its proceedi ngs.

46. After considering the conclusions of the Wirkshop and di scussi ng possible
future action in this field, the Wrking G oup:

(a) Took note of the summary report on the Workshop on critical limts
and effect-based approaches for heavy nmetals and persistent organic pollutants
(EB. Al RF¥ W&. 1/ 1998/ 13) and approved its concl usions;

(b) Expressed its appreciation to the host country for the speedy
publication and distribution of the proceedi ngs;

(c) Not ed that POPs and heavy netals did not need to be considered
collectively at workshops in the future and wel coned the proposal by Gernany
to host a workshop on heavy netals in |ate 1999;

(d) Noted that critical limts for POPs night be appropriate only for a
[imted nunber of chenicals, so workshops night not be appropriate for this
i ssue, though risk assessnent nmethods for POPs might still be an item for
future consideration;

(e) Invited the Task Force on the Health Aspects of Air Pollution to
consi der the possibility of addressing the health effects of heavy netals and
POPs in their future activities, and to participate actively in the
preparation of future workshops on POPs and heavy netal s;

(f) Invited all I1CPs to continue to include into their activities, as
feasi ble, the assessnent of effects of heavy netals and POPs, and to report
back to it.
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C. Conference on nitrogen - the CONFER-N-s

47. The Chai rman introduced the note on the Conference on nitrogen, held in
March 1998 in Noordw j kerhout, Netherlands (EB. AlR/ WG 1/1998/14), sumr ng up
its main results. A delegate of the Netherlands provi ded additiona

i nformati on and underlined the npst inportant findings and conclusions of the
Conf erence.

48. The Working Group took note of the presented docunent and agreed to
consi der its conclusions and reconmendati ons when further devel opi ng and
i mpl emrenting the effect-oriented activities.

VI, HEALTH EFFECTS OF PARTI CULATE MATTER

49. M. M Krzyzanowski, representative of the European Centre for
Environment and Health of the World Health Organization (WHO ECEH) and

Chai rman of the Task Force on the Health Aspects of Air Pollution, presented
i nformation on the establishment of the Task Force and the results of its
first meeting, on 24-25 August 1998 in Geneva. Experts fromten countries and
a representative of EMEP had attended.

50. On the basis of the draft mandate provided by the Bureau of the Working
Group on Effects, the Task Force had prepared its terms of reference (annex
). Gving priority to particulate matter, the Task Force had consi dered
possi bl e approaches and necessary steps which would provide a realistic
assessnment of the health effects of |ong-range transboundary air pollution. To
this end it had drafted a Iist of questions and infornmation needs.

51. As a first step, the Task Force had agreed to prepare a report

sumari zing the information needs to assess the inpact of the inplenmentation
of the Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution and its protocols
on the reduction of risk to health fromparticulate matter. The Task Force had
agreed on the outline for the report, the distribution of the work and the
timetable for its preparation for submission to the Working Goup on Effects
at its eighteenth session.

52. The Working Group wel comed the information, stressed the inportance of
the health aspects in the work under the Convention and pl edged its ful
support to the activities of the Task Force.

53. The Working G oup:

(a) Took note of the information on the establishnment of the Task Force
on Health Aspects of Air Pollution;



EB. Al RF WG, 1/ 1998/ 2
page 16

(b) Approved the ternms of reference of the Task Force, its short-term
priorities and its plan of action for 1998/1999;

(c) Invited all interested Parties to noninate their experts and
actively participate in the work of the Task Force;

(d) Expressed its appreciation to the European Centre for Environnent
and Health of WHO for its inportant role in initiating the activities of the
Task Force.

I X FI NANCI NG OF EFFECT- ORI ENTED ACTI VI TI ES

54. The secretariat introduced the note on the financing of the effect-
oriented activities (EB. AIR/WG 1/1998/15). Special mention was made of the
priority tasks in the international coordination of the individual progranmes
and, in particular, of the 1997 voluntary contributions towards financing the
essential international coordination of the effect-oriented activities, and of
the present status in 1998 voluntary contributions. The progress made in the
use of non-earmarked voluntary contributions was al so pointed out.

55. In the ensuing discussion, sonme del egations, while appreciating the
presented note, suggested that future reports on voluntary contributions
towards financing of the effect-oriented activities should provide nore
complete information on all kinds of support provided by Governnments (for
exanpl e, costs of organizing Task Force neetings and workshops).

56. Some representatives of |ead countries or countries hosting the

coordi nating centres noted that voluntary contributions nade directly to the
coordi nating centres, while in sone cases officially reported to the
secretariat, were not yet properly reflected in the presented |lists of

contri buti ons.

57. The Working Group al so made the foll owi ng anendnents to the docunent:

(a) Subparagraph 7 (c) should read: "Devel op ozone flux npdels for
crops”;

(b) Subparagraph 7 (d) shoul d read: “Devel op nethodol ogies for
investigating ozone sensitivity in natural vegetatiof.
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58. The Working G oup:

(a) Approved the note on the financing of the effect-oriented
activities (EB. AIR/WG 1/1998/15), as anmended, and decided to submit it to the
Executive Body;

(b) Confirmed that the estimted 1999 essential coordination costs of
different elenments of the effect-oriented activities as provided in docunent
EB. Al RF¥ WG, 1/ 1997/ 14 were still valid;

(c) Invited the Bureau in collaboration with the secretariat to
establish a transparent nmethod for recording and presenting all kinds of
vol untary contributions;

(d) Not ed that the burden of funding the effect-oriented activities was
still primarily carried by the |lead countries of individual progranmes, and/or
by the countries hosting the programre coordinating centres, and reiterated
the need to share the coordinating costs nore equally;

(e) Reiterated its invitation to all countries which had not yet done
so to consider wi thout undue delay providing voluntary contributions towards
sharing the costs of the international coordination services for the |ICPs and
t he Mapping Programme and the Task Force on the Health Aspects of Air
Pol | uti on.

59. Vol untary contributions should be sent to:

UBS S. A
Case postale 2770
1211 Cenéve 2

Account title: United Nations General Fund
Account No. : CO- 590, 160.0 for contributions in Swiss francs
Account No. : CO- 590, 160.1 for contributions in US dollars

These contributions should be clearly earmarked: “Trust Fund for the
| mpl ement ati on of the Convention, Sub-account for Voluntary Contributions
towards Fundi ng of Effect-oriented Activities under the Convention, All otnent
account No.: LUC-25-270, year (for which the contribution is made) and the
specific programre/coordinating centre(if applicable)”

Al ternatively, contributions my also be made by cheque made payable to
"UN Economi ¢ Commi ssion for Europe" and clearly earmarked as indicated above,
addressed to:
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Adm ni strative and Conference Service Unit (Ofice 333)
O fice of the Executive Secretary

Econom ¢ Comm ssion for Europe

Pal ai s des Nations

1211 Geneva 10

WWhat ever the nethod of payment, a conmunication should be sent to UN ECE,
speci fying the amount contributed, the date and purpose of the paynent.

X. ELECTI ON OF OFFI CERS

60. The Working Group was informed that M. J. Kamari (Finland) had been
entrusted by his Government with tasks which would prevent himfrom continuing
to serve as Vice-Chairnman.

61. M. K Bull (United Kingdom) was re-elected Chairman. M. B. Achermann
(Switzerland), M. V.N Bashkin (Russian Federation), M. G Fenech (Canada),
M. R Guardans (Spain) were re-elected Vice-Chairnen, and M. T. Johannessen
(Norway) was el ected Vice-Chairnman.

62. The Chai rman expressed his gratitude to M. J. Kanari for his
contribution as Vice-Chairmn of the Working Group on Effects and wel comed M.
T. Johannessen to the Bureau.

Xl . OTHER BUSI NESS

63. The Chairman introduced the Guidelines and procedures for data rel ease,
as approved by the Executive Body at its special session on 19 March 1998
(Deci sion 1998/4). The Wbrking Group took note of the decision and invited all
progranmes to apply it when sharing data.

64. The secretariat presented a provisional list of neetings for 1998/ 1999
(annex I1) and invited all Parties and programes to communi cate to the
secretariat w thout undue delay any amendments or new i nformation.

65. The Chairman informed the Working Group that its eighteenth session was
tentatively scheduled to be held from25 to 27 August 1999, starting on
Wednesday, 25 August 1998 at 10 a.m
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TERMS OF REFERENCE
FOR THE JO NT TASK FORCE OF WHO ECEH AND THE EXECUTI VE BODY
ON THE HEALTH ASPECTS OF LONG RANGE TRANSBOUNDARY Al R PCLLUTI ON

bj ectives:

To support the Working Group on Effects and the Executive Body in
preparing/ substantiati ng new and/ or updated protocols, the Task Force wil|
eval uate and assess the health effects of |ong-range transboundary air
pol lution and provide necessary information on the subject.

Met hod of work:

Gving top priority to the health aspects of particulate matter, the Task
Force will:

(a) Col | ate and assess avail abl e know edge and dat a;

(b) Identify information and data needed for the assessment;

(c) Collect this information and these data;

(d) Quantify the contribution of |ong-range transboundary air pollution
to human health risks; and

(e) Define priorities that nmay serve as a guide for nonitoring and
abat ement strategies.

O gani zati on of work

The Task Force, consisting of experts nom nated by the Parties to the
Convention, will be |led by the WHO European Centre for Environnent and Health;
the ECE secretariat will service its meetings. The Task Force will report to
the Working Group on Effects.
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PROVI SI ONAL LI ST OF MEETI NGS FOR 1998/ 99

31 August - 4 September 1998
Geneva

7-9 September 1998
Geneva

8- 11 Decenber 1998
Geneva

25-29 January 1999
Geneva

22-26 March 1999
Geneva

31 May - 4 June 1999
Geneva

1-2 July 1999
Geneva

25-27 August 1999
Geneva

30 August - 3 September 1999
Geneva

6- 8 September 1999
Geneva

6-9 Decenber 1999
Geneva

12-13 Cctober 1998
Zakopane (Pol and)

Wor ki ng Group on Strategies
(twenty-seventh session)

EMEP St eering Body
(twenty-second sessi on)

Executive Body for the Convention
(sixteenth session)

Wor ki ng Group on Strategies
(twenty-ei ghth session)

Wor ki ng Group on Strategies
(twenty-ninth session)

Wor ki ng Group on Strategies
(thirtieth session)

Wor ki ng Group on Abat ement Techni ques
(sevent h session)

Wor ki ng Group on Effects
(ei ghteenth session)

Wor ki ng Group on Strategies
(thirty-first session)

EMEP St eering Body
(twenty-third session)

Executive Body for the Convention
(sevent eenth session)

* * *

Joint ICP Waters and | CP | ntegrated
Moni t ori ng Workshop on bi ol ogi cal assessnent
and monitoring



14-16 Cctober 1998
Zakopane (Pol and)

January 1999
Bi | t hoven (Net herl ands)

26-29 January 1999
Beaumari s, Angl esey
(United Kingdom

Spring 1999
(United Kingdom
(tentatively)

11-15 April 1999
Gerzensee (Switzerl and)

May/ June 1999
Prague (Czech Republic)

May/ June 1999

29 May - 2 June 1999
Vil nius (Lithuania)
(tentatively)

9-11 June 1999

Toront o (Canada)

Aut utm 1999

Aut um (Novenber) 1999
I sl and Vil m ( Germany)

Aut um (Novernber) 1999
( Denmar k)
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Progranme Task Force, |CP on Assessnent and
Monitoring of Acidification of Rivers and
Lakes (14th nmeeting)

Task Force on Health Aspects of Air
Pol lution (2nd neeti ng)

Progranme Task Force, | CP on Effects of Air
Pol lution and Gther Stresses on Crops and
Non-wood Pl ants (12th meeting)

Progranme Task Force, | CP on Integrated
Monitoring of Air Pollution Effects on

Ecosystens (7th neeting)

Wor kshop on critical |evels for ozone;
level 11

Tent h CCE Mappi ng Wor kshop

Task Force on Mapping of Critical Loads and
Level s (15th neeting)

Progranme Task Force, |CP on Assessnent and
Monitoring of Air Pollution Effects on

Forests (15th neeting)

Progranme Task Force, |ICP on Effects of Air

Pollution on Materials, Including Historic and

Cul tural Monunments (15th meeting)

Progranme Task Force, |CP on Assessnent and
Monitoring of Acidification of Rivers and
Lakes (15th neeting)

Wor kshop on heavy netals (Bad Harzburg foll ow

up wor kshop, organi zed by the Task Force on
Meppi ng)

Wor kshop on critical |oads for acidity and
eutrophication: criteria, concepts and
bi ol ogi cal indicators



