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PI~OPOSED PROClU\J I!•JE BUDGET FO~ TiiE BI::NfTIUlT 1982-1983 

Use of experts_J:lnd consult::mts in the United 11ations 

Sixteen~h report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative 
r~~- __ B1~~: , t_a_:ry ·stions 

l. The Advisory Corcilllittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions has 
considered the report of the Secretary--General on the use of experts and 
consultants in the United 1'ations (A/C.5/36/l+6). /l.s can be seen from paragra-oh l, 
the report vas submitted in response to General Assembly resolution 35/224 of 
17 December 1980, in 1rhich the Assembly eXlJressed the hope that the information 
to lJe submitted to it \TOuld enable it, at its thirty--sixth session 9 to evaluate 
the existing practices on the use of ex]Jerts and consultants in the United IJations. 

2. In parn[';rapll 4 of his report (A/C. 5/3G/46), the Secretary-·General ascribes 
past inadeq_uacies in rer)orting on the use of consultants to the absence of any 
satisfactory or generally accepted definition of t1•e terms. !Je~>r administrative: 
instructions vill be issued earl~' in 1982 in uhich a clear differentiation vrill 
1Je made betueen rec;ular staff., temporo.ry staff, individual contractors, consultants 9 

T'o.rtici rmnts in advisory meetinn;.s (ad hoc exoert r;rouns) and technical 
~o~oper~tion personnel \para. 5). ------ . -

3. 1'he Secretary -General indicates that ccnsultants anrl participants in 
advisory meetings \Jill be used to provide expertise, SIJecial skills or knowledGe 
not normally possessed by regular staff and for uhich there is no continuing need 
in the SecrE::tariat (A/C. 5/36/46, 'l)ara. 6). Consultants v:-ill not be engaged to 
assist the regular staff in their normal work or to d0al uith peak uorkloads, 
unexpected demands or to cover tenroorary absences or vacancies. In paragraph 8 
of 'bis report o the Secrete.ry--General states that the latter needs uill be met by 
the appointment of temporary staff or individual contractors" By using different 
expenditure codes as from l ,January 1932, the Secretary.,General 1)ronoses to 
isolate the Organizaticn' s expenditure for consultants on the basis of a common 
and c;enerally accepted criterion (IJara. 10). 
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4. The report by the Secretary, General also contains inforr1ation on the 
implementation of tb.e c;uidelines established b~r the General ~ilsseml:>ly at its 
tventy-seventh session (pe.ras. 25"·31) and ,statistical information on .§:~ hoc 
expert [;roups and consultants Hho Drovioed services in t~'e last tc-ro biennia 
(annexes I-VIII). -

5. 'l'he Advisory Committee expects that a strict apl)lication of the definitions 
proposed by the Secretary--Generc_l should le::od to reduced expenditure on 
consultants. If this is accompanied by ~,:;reater use of temporary assistance, 
there ~rill be need for strenstlleninr; a·'1Finistrative controls over the use of 
tenporary assistance funds. 

6. The Committee l1elieves that up-to date data on the use of consultants and 
tenporary assistance \VOuld assist it in its consideration of tY-1e Secretary­
General's programme budc;et proposals. Accordingly, the Committee recornmends 
thr<.t the next re..,ort b:-r the Secretary .. General on the use of ex1Jerts anc' 
consultants should cover the period to February or I larch 1983 and should 1Je n:ade 
available to the Committee in time for its examination of the proposed pror;ramme 
bude;et for the bienniur:1 1984 1985. The post,)oneJ;lcnt of the next report to 
1983 uill also c;ive tlle Secretary-General more time in 1rhich to see l1mr the nevr 

definitions are uorl:ing in practice and vhether they uill lead to a 'lore efficient 
management of resources. 


