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LETTER FROM THE PRESI DENT OF THE CONFERENCE ADDRESSED TO ALL
REPRESENTATI VES OF PARTI Cl PATI NG STATES

Dear Col | eagues

We have now reached the | ast stage of our five-week Conference. I
recogni ze that you have all been working day and night and during weekends in
every way you can to acconplish the task that the General Assenbly of the
United Nations has entrusted to us: the finalization and adoption of a
Convention for the Establishnent of an International Crimnal Court.

I understand that the Committee of the Wole has conpleted a genera
review of all the draft articles of the Statute assigned to it, and has
furthermore organi zed worki ng groups and neetings to tackle specific articles
requiring focused discussion and i nnovative solutions. The Drafting Commttee
has al so conducted its work in an efficient manner, w thout reopening
substantive discussion or altering the substance, to coordinate and refine the
texts referred to it.

Del egati ons have also intensified consultations and neetings anong
thenmsel ves with a view to addressing specific issues of particular interest.

I amvery pleased that all these have led to concrete results and that
significant progress has been nade on critical issues germane to the genera
acceptability of the Statute.

As you know, nunerous communi cations fromvarious sectors of the
i nternational comunity have expressed their strong support and commitnent to
thi s Conference

We are therefore perform ng an extrenely inportant task which truly
enj oys the support of the world conmunity.
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Qur efforts need to be continued and there is still a lot to do on
i nportant points in the com ng days. For this reason, we need to give new
momentum to our work, focusing on essential issues so as to finalize the
Statute of the International Crimnal Court on 17 July 1998.

In order to allow the Conference to conclude in tine, the results of
your hard work will have to be consolidated into a coherent whol e and
translated into six official |anguages. At the sanme tine, delegations wll
need sufficient time to consult with their capitals.

All this takes tinme and requires the concerted efforts of all of you.
For this reason, we all need to follow a very tight schedule. M. Philippe
Kirsch, Chairman of the Commttee of the Wiole, together with all the
Coordinators, is playing a central role in this regard. | have ful
confidence in them

I know | can continue to rely on you and on your unfailing effort in
bringing the Conference to the fruitful conclusion we are commtted to attain

(Si_gned) M. G ovanni Conso
Pr esi dent
Di pl omati ¢ Conference of Pl enipotentiaries on the
Establ i shnment of an International Crimnal Court



