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adecline of 0L8 percent per vear in rropical and 0.3
pereent m non-tropical developing countries.

The 68 million ha of plantation in develaping
cauntrics provide a growing proportion of their
comaiercial wood consumption needs.

Developed countries have 41 percent of the
waorld's forest, bur account for 76 percent of the
industrial roundwoad production. On the other hand,
the developing countries account for 87 percent of the
fuelwood and charcoal use,

Ohver the past SO vears, forest management in
most developed countres has atmed at improving
induserial roundwood producing capacity. Data from
an assessnrent carried out by the Warkd Conservation
Monitoring Centre saggest thar nearly 1S percent of
the tropivs is under conservation management or
protection, This quantitative mformation must he

rempered by the tacr that inadequare legeslartion, weak
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insticutional support, inadequate or non-existent

management ard insufficient funding are commmon.

The future

Actions within the forestry scaior alone canner secure
sustaimable conservation and 1 wise use of forests,
Success in the implementation of UNCED follow-up
activities requires the promotion of follow-up actions
in other secrors that influence forestry. Redirecnng
public policies to achieve efficient and sustaanibie
forest management reguires signtheant changos,
However, UNCEDS consensus on forest principles
represents a comminment of responsibilities bevond
national boundaries. The formidable challenge ahead
is to turn these principles inco practice. The
contrihutions af farese to natonal developronr will

depend on how well this challengy is met,
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support and control of privace forest cwners,
investnent in obsolete and polluring forest imduseries,
adaptarion of rrade patterns, acquisition of inarketing
and management skills, ete. At present, consumption
and producton ot tarest products are at very low
[evels, although some countries have been able o
continue 1o export roundwood and sawnwood to

western markers.

Forestry and agriculture

The refornn ot agriceloural policies in most European
countries s releasing many millions ot hecrares of
agricultural fand for other ses, including roreseryv. A
Major issue Licny governments now is to develop
etfecrive policies for this which will encourage the
cstablishment of the rype of toreses required by

society, taking into account all factors.

The future

FEuropean countries intend ro conrribute acrively to
the international efforr cowards successful progress in
the promation of sustainable forestry practices
throughouvr the world, The cwo Ministerial
Conterenees on the protection of forests in Europe,
held in 1991 (Strashourgd and 1993 i elsinkis,
preceded and followed the Farth Summic in Rio de
Janetra. They pave hirth to a st of resolutions of
arenving political significance. tor which an explicit
svaten of follow-up and monitoring is now being
established. Furcher progress along rhese lines will
taky place at the Furepean level. Furopean countries
will abwo participate actively in the inicdatives which
accanipany the UNCED process in the field of
Forestryy including clforns wowards a Convenrion on
Farests which would buld on the forese principles

adapred m Rio de Jancire.
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Furthrer ntformation can be ohramed from

The Timber Secrion
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CORRIGENDUM

Page 29; 4th paragraph; 3rd line:
delete 13.1; insert 12.1
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