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The Permanent M ssion of Ukraine to the United Nations O fice and ot her
International Organi zations at Geneva presents its conmpliments to the Ofice
of the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights and with reference to
its note No. G SO 212/26 (1) of 2 Decenber 1997 has the honour to submt the
information in reply to the questionnaire on human rights of mgrants.

The Permanent M ssion of Ukraine avails itself of this opportunity to

renew to the Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts
the assurances of its highest consideration

CGeneva, 17 February 1998
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Replies to the questionnaire on the human rights of migrants
1. As of 1 January 1997, the popul ation of Ukraine was 50, 893, 500.

As to the nunmber of non-nationals having authorization to work in
Ukrai ne, 1,650 work pernmits were issued by the State Enploynment Centre in
1997.

According to sone estimates, there are from 20,000 to 30,000 illega
(irregular) immgrants in the country.

2. Measures to protect the human rights of migrants

In accordance with the Constitution, non-nationals legally present in
the country have the sane rights as citizens of Ukraine.

The rights of non-nationals, including mgrants, are protected by the
rel evant |egislation: for exanple, the Law on the Legal Status of
Non- nati onal s, which |ays down the basic rights, freedonms and obligations of
non-national citizens and persons without citizenship resident, or temporarily
present, in Ukraine and regul ates such questions as their arrival in, or
departure from the country.

Under this law, migrants have the right to education. Specifically,
article 14 provides that non-nationals permanently resident in Ukraine have
equal rights to education with nationals. All other non-nationals pay for
t heir education, unless otherw se provided by |egislation and internationa
agreenents to which Ukraine is a party. Education in internediate schools is
free; in tertiary institutions and internedi ate specialist schools, fees are
payabl e. Non-nationals admitted to educational and training institutions in
Ukrai ne have the rights and obligations as pupils and students specified by
Ukr ai ni an | egi sl ati on.

Non-nationals residing in Ukrainian territory have access to public
informati on (press, radio, television). They have the right to avai
t hemsel ves of cultural facilities, the right to freedom of conscience, etc.

Non-nationals living in the territory of Ukraine have rights to take
renmunerative enploynment, to leisure, and to health care. Those permanently
resident in Ukraine enjoy the sane access to nedical services as citizens.
Medi cal care is available to all other non-nationals agai nst payment.

Legal advice is available to migrants in Ukraine on various
matters (information on current |egislation regarding residence by
non- nati onal s, procedures for |eaving Ukraine, etc.). Assistance for mgrants
is provided by charitable and religious organizations, and in Kiev, the Crinea
and Transcaucasia there are nigrant assistance centres.

At the present tinme, a nunber of pieces of |egislation are under
preparation to define nore clearly the rights and obligations of mgrants.

3. Oficially, no manifestations of racism or xenophobia are on record,
but State authorities are aware of cases of prejudice against migrants in
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everyday life and are taking steps to pronote an atnosphere of tol erance and
nmutual respect for representatives of various ethnic and racial groups.

4, The current economic crisis in Ukraine precludes ratification of the
instruments listed in the questionnaire, but, in its dealings with mgrant
wor kers, Ukraine is guided by international |egal standards, in particular
those laid down in ILO conventions and the International Convention on the
Protection of the Rights of AIl Mgrant Wrkers and Menbers of Their Fanmilies.

Ukr ai ne has al so signed a nunber of international and intergovernnmenta
agreenents on nutuality of enploynent regul ati ons and social protection for
m grant workers: for exanple, an intergovernnmental agreenment on socia
security has been signed between Ukraine and Spain (submitted for ratification
in 1997), and between the countries of the Commonweal th of |ndependent States
on cooperation in the field of |labour mgration and social protection for
worker mgrants (ratified in 1995). Intergovernnental agreenents have al so
been signed and ratified by Ukraine on the above-nmentioned matters with
Russi a, Mol dova, Lithuania, Arnenia, Belarus, Latvia, the Czech Republic,
Azer bai jan and Estoni a.

Draft agreenents on resettlenent have al so been prepared by Ukraine with
former Soviet republics: in particular between Ukraine and the
Russi an Federation on the regul ation of resettlement and the protection of the
rights of those engaged in resettlenment; between Ukraine and CGeorgia on
voluntary resettlement and the protection of the rights of persons engaged in
resettl enment and nenbers of their famlies; between Ukraine and Latvia on the
regul ation of voluntary resettlenent; between Ukrai ne and Kazakhstan on the
regul ati on of voluntary resettlenment and protection of the rights of persons
engaged in resettlement and nenbers of their famlies.

Ukraine is al so engaged in preparing draft agreenents on the return to
Ukr ai ne of deported persons forcibly expelled (deported) from Ukrai ne on
nationality grounds in the period 1941-1944 (CGernmans, Bul garians, Arnmenians,
Greeks and Tatars). For exanple, a draft agreenent has been prepared between
Ukr ai ne and Uzbeki stan on cooperation in assisting the voluntary return of
deported persons to Ukraine, and simlar draft agreements have been prepared
bet ween Ukrai ne and the Kyrgyz Republic, the Russian Federation and
Taj i ki st an.



