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I. ISSUES REQUIRIHG ACTION BY THE ECOUOHIC AND SOCIAL 
COUNCIL OR BROUGHT TO ITS ATTENTION 

A 

l. The Commission for Social Development recommends the following draft 
resolutions for adoption by the EconoMic and Social Council. 

DRAFT RESOLUTIOn I 

Prevention of disabil~t( 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Considering that the goals stated in its resolutions and in those of the 
Commission for Social Development concerning action to improve the welfare of 
the disabled can be attained only by the combination and co-ordination of measures 
covering both integration into society and prevention of risks, 

Being aware that the number of disabled persons is growing year by year and 
that there are still major difficulties standing in the ._ray of the implementation 
of programmes as regards both resources and the various equipment sectors, 

Desiring that efforts to rehabilitate disabled persons so that they can live 
a normal life should be continued, particularly as regards education, equipment, 
transportation, care and employment, and that the human and social relations of 
disabled persons in the community should be developed so that they may enjoy 
equal opportunities, 

1. Takes note of the progress report of the Secretary-General on the 
prevention of disability and rehabilitation of disabled persons 1/ and approves its 
conclusions and recommendations ; 

2. Considers that priority measures should be taken durin~ the third decade 
for the prevention of the various hazards that cause disabilities; 

3. Recommends that Governments should give particular attention to the 
development of a plan of protection against danr;ers of all kinds and should promote 
all preventive measures aimed at : 

(a) Informing children and adults of dangers and risks so that the7 may be 
on guard against them; 

(b) Educating the population and inculcating in it the idea of protection of 
the individual in all activities of daily life; 

(c) Developing prenatal and postnatal supervision and improvin~ knowledge 
of the importance of vaccination as a preventive measure; 

1./ E/CN. 5/565. 
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(d) Expanding the activi ty of medical, paramedical and health services ; 

(e) Establishing and ensurin~ the observance of safety rerulations in places 
of work , in the streets and in other public places; 

(f) Training specialist personnel in the dissemination of safety instructions 
and prevention techniques ~ 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to keep the Commission for Social 
Development informed of the progress achieved with respect to prevention and to 
bring to its attention eeneral policy measures and relevant programmes carried out 
by Hember countries which coul d usefully be made known to other countries if they 
so wish ; 

5. Requests the specia ized agencies concerned and non-governmental 
organizations to co-ordinate their activities with the United Nations in order to 
promote effective measures for the prevention of disability and the rehabilitation 
of disabled persons, inter alia, by providinr, assistance to developing countries. 

DRAFT RESOLUTIOE II 

'rhe Economic and Social C_ouncil, 

Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

11Recalling its resolutions 2542 (XXIV) of 11 December 1969, containing 
the Declaration on Social Progress and Development, and 2543 (XXIV), 
concerning the implementation of the Declaration; 

'
1Recalling also its resolutions 2626 (XXV) of 24 October 1970, containing 

the International Development Strategy for the Second United Nations 
Development Decade, 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S- VI) of 1 May 1974, containing 
the Declaration and the Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New 
International Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974, containing the 
Charter of Economic Riv.hts and Duties of States, and 3362 (S-VII) of 
16 September 1975, on development and international economic co-operation; 

"Recallin r; further its resolution 33/48 of 14 December 1978, on world 
social development, Economic and Social Council resolution 2072 (LXII) of 
13 Hay 1977, on the co-ordination of the results of the world conferences in 
the field of social development in the 1970s, as well as in its resolution 
33/193 on preparations for a new international development stratef~; 

"Conscious of the fact that further social development contributes to 
peaceful coexistence, detente and the strengthening of international peace 
and security ; 
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n con~~ious of the growinp: i Mportance of the Declaration on Social 
Progress and Development for the formulation and implementation of national 
policies and measures and for undertaking joint and individual actions to 
promote higher and i mproved standards of livin.c;, full employment and 
conditions conducive to rapid economic and social progress j 

"Strongly desirous of achieving effective realization of the provisions 
of the Declaration ; 

11Noting the limited progress achieved in implementinp. the Declaration 
since its adoption, and taking into account the scope of still unexploited 
possibilities ; 

" 1. Recommends that all Governments should in their policies, plans, 
programmes and implementation machinery continuously take into consideration 
the principles, objectives, means and methods of the Declaration on Social 
Pro gress and Development ; 

"2 . Decides that the Declaration shall be taken into account in the 
formulation of the new international development strategy for the third 
United Nat ions development decade and in the implementation of programmes of 
international action to be carried out durin g the decade ; 

"3 . Invites all Governments to take into account the provisions of 
the Declaration in their forthcoming bilateral and multilateral co-operation ; 

"4. Recommends that international organizations and agencies concerned 
with development should continue to utilize the provisions of the Declaration, 
as an important international document, in the formulation of strate~ies and 
programmes aimed at social progress and development, and that they should be 
taken into consideration in the draftin~ of instruments that the United 
Nations may employ in the fiel d of social progress and development; 

11 5. Requests the Secretary-General to continue, in co-operation with 
Governments , to record, analyse and disseminate as widely as possible 
significant national and international progress made towards realizing the 
commendable objectives contained in the universally accepted Declaration ; 

11 6. Fur~her requests the Secretary-General to continue to inform the 
General Assembly, in a summary form in annexes to the reports on the world 
social situation, of the measures adopted by Governments - and, not included 
i n other reports provided on a regular basis - and by the international 
organ izations concerned for the realization of the provisions of the 
Declaration and for the implementation of the present resolution." 

DRAFT RESOLUTION III 

Youth in the cont_e~porary world 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Noting with great interest the importance attached by the GenPral Asse!"lbly 
to the concerns of youth , 
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Recalling General Assembly resolutions 33/6 on channels of co:rn.munication with 
youth and .youth organizations, 33/7 on International Youth Year and 33/8 on 
physical education and sr;orts exchane:es amonr: young people of 3 November 1978, 

Notin~ with satisfaction that the Declaration on the Promotion among Youth 
of the Ideals of Pea.ce, Hutual Respect and Understandin r-:; between Peoples continues 
to provide a useful basis and incentive for further action in the field of youth, 
at the national, regional, interregional and international l evels, 

Convinced that the preservation and strengthening of international peace and 
security are prerequisites for a secure and happy future for the youth of all 
countries, 

Fully m•are of the urgent need to provide young people, without any 
discrimination, with equal rights to education, productive employment , equal 
opportunities, equal pay for work of equal value, vocational traininp, and workin~ 
conditions suited to their age, 

Reaffirminp, the importance of takin~ measures at all levels designed to 
enable young people to have a full participation in the economic and social 
development of their country and to acquire education, skills and experience 
facilitating their subsequent economic activity on a lastin~ basis and promotinf, 
their contribution to economic and social development, 

Convinced of the imperative need to harness the eners ies , enthusiasms and 
creative abilities of youth to the tasks of nation-buildinr, and the struggle for 
national independence and self-deter~ination, in accordance with the Charter of 
the United tlations and against foreign domination and occupation as well as to 
the economic, social and cultural advancement of peoples, the implementation of 
the new international economic order, the preservation of world peace and the 
promotion of international co-operation and understanding , 

Recognizing the need for wider and more effective use of the communications 
media and all other channels that would allow young people to participate in a 
concrete and effective manner in national development and in the activities of the 
United Nations at the national , regional, interregional and international levels , 

Convinced of the necessity to intensify and consolidate the efforts of the 
United Nations so as to give effect to a co- ordinated and practical approach to 
youth programmes of all the United Nations agencies involved and of non-governmental 
organizations of youth or directly dealin~ with youth, 

Mindful of the necessity to strengthen co-operative arrangements among 
national and international institutions engased in youth research. 

l'iotinr: the views on the agenda i tern "Youth in the contemporary world" expressed 
in the report of the Commission for Social Development on its twenty-sixth session, 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to brinv to the attention of the General 
Assembly at its thirty-fourth session all relevant documents prepared under the 
agenda item "Youth in the contemporary world11

; 
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2. Requests the Secretary- General to invite Hember States, rele-vant 
specialized agencies and other United nations orp;an s to continue- to submit repli,E's 
on measures talcen to implement the Declaration on the- Promotion among Youth of 
the Ideals of Peace, Hutual Respect and Understandinc: betvreen Peoples and on the 
present and future role and participation of youth in the development and nation­
building process as well as the promotion of international co-operation and 
understanding; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to continue consultations with Member 
States, regional commissions and the non-governmental organizations concerned, 
on the improvement of the channels of communication bet-vreen the- United )iations and 
relevant specialized agencies on the one hand, and national and international 
youth organizations on the other hand, in order to implement the provisions of 
General Assembly resolution 33/6 of 3 November 1978 ; 

4. Decides to include "youth in the contem::Jorary world:' as a separate item 
in the agenda of the Commission for Social Development at its t'·renty-seventh 
session and to consider under this item a follow-up report of the Secretary-General 
based on data already available and on additional contributions from Hember States, 
relevant specialized agencies and other United Nations organs ; 

5. B_equ_ests the Secretary-GenerCI.l to prepare a second report on the 
situation of youth and to submit it to the Economic and Social Council at its 
first r egular session, 1983, in accordance w·ith General Assembly resolution 
33/118 of 19 December 1978, entitled ;'Hedium-term plan for the period 1980-1983:' . 

DRAFT RESOLUTION IV 

Adoption and foster place~ent of child~ 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the draft declaration 
on social and lee;al principles relatin[[ to adoption and foster placement of 
children nationally and internationally contained in document E/C~.5/574, 

Convinced that appropriate measures should be undertaken to educate the 
public in order to increase community avrareness of the existence of children with 
special needs ) 

Fully aware of the urgent need for more active involvement of Governments in 
matters of family and child vrelfare, 

Recognizing that it is the responsibility of Governments to determine the 
adequacy of their national services for children and to recognize those children 
whose needs are not being met by existin~ services ~ 

Recalling resolution 1925 (LVIII) of 6 Hay 1975 in vrhich it decided that the 
Expert Group, in addition to preparin~ a draft declaration~ should also draft 
guidelines for the use of Governments in the i~plementation of the Principles, 
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1. Takes note of' the draft Declaration on Social and Legal Principles 
relating t-o Adoptioo and Foster Placement of Children Nationally and Internationally 
and submits it to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-fourth 
session; 

2. Requ~~ts the Secretary-General to publish and dissel'1inate as v1idely as 
possible the text of the Declaration after its adoption by the General Assembly; 

3. Further requests the Secretary-General, following the acceptance of the 
Declaration of Principies by the General Assembly, and subject to the availability 
of extrabudgetary funds, to convene a group of experts, with relevant experience 
in family and child Helfare, representati VP of all geographical regions, to draft 
guidelines for the use of Governr1ents in the implementation of those Principles ; 

4. Urges interested Merriber States to make available extrabudsetary funds 
which l.vill per~it the rapid convening of the above-mentioned group of experts. 

DRAFT RESOLUTIO:T V 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Recalling its resolution 1926 A (LVIII) of 6 Hay 1975 and 1978/22 of 
5 I-Iay 1978, 

Bearin~ in mind General Assembly resolutions 31/127 of 16 December 1976, 
32/120 of 16 December 1977 and 33/163 of 20 December 1978, under the same title, 
17rleasures to improve the situation and ensure the human ri ghts and di p;nity of all 
migrant vrorkers", 

Taking note of the progress report of the Secretary-General on the welfare 
of mi grant w~rkers and their families (E/ClJ . 5/568), ' 

Aware of the contribution of mi grant workers to the econol'1ic growth and social 
and cultural development of their host countries, 

Notinr; that the problems of migrant worl<:ers continue to be of major i Tipo rtance 
to certain countries, 

Notinp~also changinG circumstances resulting fro~ current economic trends and 
the need to consider measures to prevent these circumstances from adversely 
affecting the welfare of migrant workers, 

Recalling the Uorld Population Plan of Action, adopted by the Vforld Population 
Conference held at Bucharest in 1974, in which, inter alia, both labour-exporting 
and labour- supplying countries are urged, if they have not yet done so, to conclude 
bilateral and multilateral agreements which would protect and assist migrant workers 
and safeguard the interests of the countries concerned , 

1. ~xpresses its appreciation for the proposals contained in the progress 
report of the Secretary-General concerning ways and methods of coping successfully 
1vith the problems and needs associated with international labour mi p.;ration; 
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2. Affirms the need for the United Nations to consider the situation of 
migrant workers in an interrelated manner, trueing into account that the principle 
of equality of treatment extends to include the livin~ conditions of mirrant 
'wrkers and their families, particularly in the areas of housinr: , health, 
education and culture, and social welfare : 

3. Reaffirms the need for concerted action among the Governments of both 
labour-employing and labour-supplying countries to solve the economic, social and 
human problems raised by the migratory movements of labour across national 
boundaries, including those arisin~ fro~ current economic trends ; 

4. Reco~mends that further efforts pursued on behalf of the welfare of 
migrants and-their--families by the United Nations, the International Labour 
Organisation, the United l'Jations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
the l'lorld Health Organization and other specialized bodies concerned should 
reinforce each other through effective co-operation and co-ordination arraneements; 

5. 1ielcomes the progress made at the international level in standard-setting 
activities··;--as well as efforts under way in that direction; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation with the specialized 
agencies and organizations concerned, to prepare a report on existin~ national 
legislative and administrative refulations, includin~ relevant provisions contained 
in bilateral and multilateral agreements , with regard to the welfare of migrant 
>mrkers and their families " 

7. Further requests the Secretary-General to subnit that report to the 
Commission for Social Development at its twenty-seventh session in order to enable 
it to make an assessment of the main principles applicable in this matter and to 
mruce necessary recommendations as to the scope of its future action in this field. 

DRAFT RLSOLUTIOIT VI 

Field operational acti vi tj.~~- -~nj._~r_t~.c_l_l_nic_~~ .£O.::.operation 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Recognizinp; that the social ,.,elfare policies that have emerged fror~ the 
recent intergovernmental conferences, emphasizing preventive and developmental 
functions, have important implications for field operations in the developinr, 
countries, 

Noting that in recent years the operational activities concerned with 
assisting !Governments to strengthen their social welfare services have declined 
considerably, 

Recallinr: the deliberations of the 1978 United Nations Conference on Technical 
Co-operation among Developing Countries and the need to emphasize the social 
components of technical co-operation, 
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... 

~~Jco~~~ the proposals contained in chapter 13, subprograrnme 4 of the 
medium-term plan for 1980-1983, Delivery of social welfar~ services, to assist 
Governments in their field operational services, includin~ the traininp, of social 
welfare personnel~ 

Requests the Secretary- General to support these important operational 
activities-in social welfare anu to report to the Commission for Social Development 
at its t\-Tenty-seventh session on the progress achieved in this ree;ard. 

DRAFT RESOLUTIOn VII 

The Economic and Gocial Council, 

Recognizing that since the 1968 International Conference of Ministers 
Responsible for Social Helfare and the seven subsequent regional conferences of 
social welfare ministers of the Asian, African, Arab and European States, which 
have formulated and elaborated the concept of developmental social welfare, 
emphasizing the roles of prevention, development and the active participation of 
people, and uhich have speciaJ. significance for social programmes in developinp; 
countries, 

A'!~ that the concept of developmental social welfare is not limited to 
remedial and curative approaches ~ nor to disparate programmes catering to specific 
population groups but is concerned with maximizin r. the social functioning of all 
people and strengthening the integrity of families and communities in rural and 
urban areas, 

Notin,; that social welfare approaches are not confined to the activities of 
traditional social welfare departments but are of i r,lportance in all developmental 
activities, 

Recalling the establishment of United Nations sponsored social 1-1elfare 
resea~ch and trainins centres in Europe, Asia and Africa, in pursuance of the 
recommendations of the conferences of social welfare ministers and appreciative 
of the significant contributions made by those centres in a short period, 

1. Calls up~ Governments to intensifY their efforts to implement 
developmentally oriented social welfare policies ; 

2. Urge§_ the strengthening of the \-Tork carried out by the social welfare 
regional centres w1d that any proposed integrated development centres include in 
their work programmes specific programmes dealing with social welfare ; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to strengthen the Secretariat's . activities 
relating to policy, planning, training and operational aspects of social welfare, 
including those of relevance to integrated rural development ; 

4. Requests further the Secretary-General to exailline and analyse national 
and international activities with developmental social welfare content and 
objectives including those undertaken by international and regional centres and to 
report on the same to the Commission at its tvrenty-seventh session. 
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DRAFI' RESOLUTIOI:T VIII 

Functions and long-term pro~rw.me of work of the Committee 
on Crime Prevention-and Control ______ __ _ 

-·-------
The Economic and Social Council, 

Conscious that the main responsibility for solvin~ the problems of crime 
prevention and control lies with national Governments , 

Reaffirming its duties to promote international co-operation in solving 
economic, social, cultural and humanitarian problems and the responsibility assumed 
by it for promoting international co-operation in the area of crime prevention and 
control, 

Recalling paragraph 5 of General Assembly resolution 32/60 of 8 December 1977, 
as vlell as the other relevant resolutions of the GenE>ral Assembly and the Economic 
and Social Council, 

A<,vare of the need for and importance of morP effective and better co-ordinated 
arrangements for the work of United 1'rations bodies O.ealinc; with crire prevention 
and the treatment of offenders , 

Recop~izing the organ1zwg and co-ordinating role of the United Nations 
Committee on Crime Prevention and Control with regard to United ~ations activities 
in this field, 

1. Entrusts the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control with the 
follovring main functions : 

(a) Preparation of the United Hations conr>;resses on the prevention of crime 
and the treatment of offenders with a view to considering and facilitatinr- the 
introduction of more effective methods and ways of preventing crine and improving 
the treatment of offenders; 

(b) Preparation and submission to the competent United Nations bodies and 
to those congresses, for their approval, of programmes of international co-operation, 
on the basis of principles of sovereign equality of States and non-interference 
in internal affairs, in the field of crime prevention and other proposals related 
to the prevention of offences ; 

(c) Co-ordination of the activities of United nations bodies in matters 
concerning crime control and the treatment of offenders, and preparation and 
submission of findings and recommendations to the Secretary-General of the United 
i:Jations and to the appropriate United Nations bodies ; 

(d) Promotion of exchanges of experience gained by States in the field of 
crime prevention and the treatment of offenders; 

(e) Discussion of major issues of professional interest, as a basis for 
international co-operation in this field, particularly those related to the 
prevention and reduction of crime; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to take all necessary measures to ensure 
the implementation of the present resolution. 
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DRAFT RESOLUT IO:~ IX 

Technical c~-op~ration in crime preventjon ~~-control 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Recall_inp: General Assembly resolution 32/59 of 8 December 1977 by which it 
endorsed the recommendations of the Committee on Cri~e Prevention and Control on 
the report of the Fifth United Nations Congress on the PrevE>ntion of Crirn.e and the 
Treatment of Offenders, EJ 

Concerned about the prevailinr.; trend of criPinality in many countries of the 
world, and its ii!lpact on the efforts of Hember States to promote and sustain a 
better quality of life in the i r respective countries, especially in the developing 
countries, 

Aware that I·1ewber States, particularly developin~ countries, are evaluating 
or willini," to evaluate the effectiveness of their crir-dnal justice systems with a 
view· towards restructurine them so as to ensure the ir capacity to deal with rising 
crime rates, 

Reaffirminp: the right of each Hember State to formulate and implement its 
national policies and proerammes in the field of crime prevention and control in 
accordance 1vi th its own needs and priority, 

Consi~1ering that a grm-rinr.; number of countries feel the lack of interree;ional 
and technical advisers capable of assistin,": Governrn.ents in planning and implementing 
their' crime prevention strategies' 

Recognizing the importance of co-operation amonc Hember States and t"b.e efforts 
already made by the international community in the field of crime prevention and 
the treatment of offenders, as well as the need to promote further collaboration 
in this field at the regional and interregional level, 

Expressin~ the des i rability of sustaininr. international collaboration and 
efforts in the field of crirn.e prevention and the treatment of offenders, as a 
significant element in the achievement of the objectives of the New International 
Economic Order and the strategy for the Second United :Nations Development Decade, 

Noting the importance of the availability of technical assistance and technical 
advisory services, on a regular basis , to requestinp- members of t he international 
community, especially among the developin p countries of the world, 

Concerned that the countries of Africa, south of the Sahara, in spite of 
numerous appeals to the international community for assistance in establishinp: 
regional institutes to facilitate research, planninf. and implementation of crime 
prevention programmes and strategies, are still without viable regional means of 
collaborating systematically and in concert in matters pertainin~ to crime 
prevention and the treatment of offenders, 

Recalling that the United nations has already established institutes in other 
regions of the \-TOrld, 

2/ For the related draft recommendations , see chapter II of document 
E/CN.5/536. 
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1. Requests the Secretary-General to establish an institute for Africa~ 
south of the Sahara, in the field of crime prevention and the treatment of 
offenders; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to restore and mru{e available through the 
United Nations Development Pro~ramme the services of interregional and regional 
advisers in the field of crime prevention and the treatment of offenders to Member 
States, at their request; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General, under the auspices of the programme of 
technical co-operation among developing countries, to explore ne¥r formulae for 
providine developinr, countries with technical experts through the United Nations -
for instance, providinr: experts 1>1hose basic salary would be covered by the sending 
country and whose additional expenses 1·Tould be covered by the receivinp.- country. 

DRAFT RESOLU'i' I mT X 

Strengtheninr: of United i'i_~tions insti-tutes and United Nations _a_f.filiated 
institutes on the prevention of_sri~e an~the treatment of offenders 

Reaffirming the importance of co-operation aJilOn~ Member States and the value 
of efforts already made by the international community in the field of crime 
prevention and the treatment of offenders, and also the need to promote developnent 
of this co-operation at the interregional and regional levels, 

Recalling its resolution 1086 B (XXXIX) of 30 July 1965 calling for the 
strenc;thening of the United nations social defence prof'"ramme, which, inter alia, 
led to the establishment of the United Nati ons Trust Fund for Social Defence~ and 
also General Assembly resolutions 32/58, 32/59 and 32/60, adopted on 
8 December 1977, 

Reaffirming the primary importance of the role of research and trainine in the 
field of social defence, 

Aware of the fact that if the United Nations institutes and United Nations 
affiliated institutes on the prevention of crin e and treatment of offenders are to 
be successful in the work they are doin r. in the context of economic and social 
development, they must be able to plan an organic, coherent and lonp.-term policy, 

Considering that the results that the institutes have achieved and the services 
they have rendered both to the international coiil!'lunity as a 1·1hole and to specific 
regions or countries not only justify the maintenance of these structures but also 
militate in favour of their consolidation and strenethening, 

Also aware of the fact that the means hitherto employed may benefit from 
increased co- ordination and co-operation, 

Expresses its gratitude to all countries, and in particular to the host 
countries (Costa Rica, Egypt, Italy and Japan), which, by their voluntary 
contributions, have so far made possible the establishment and operation of these 
institutes, 
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l. Requests the Secretary-General, vri th a vievr to strengthening these 
institutes , to take all appropriate measures to ensure permanent financial 
resources - in addition to other voluntary contributions provided by governmental 
and non-governmental sources - by placinr the question before the competent bodies 
of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations regional · 
commissions ; 

2. Further re_quests the Secretary-General to study , 1.rith the competent bodies 
of the United Nations and the Secretariat services concerned, the most appropriate 
steps to secure better co-ordination of the vrork programmes of these institutes. 

DRAFT RESOLUTIO!'T XI 

Recallinv. General Assembly resolutions 2857 (XXVI) of 20 December 1971 and 
32/61-;f -8-December 1971 which confirmed the continuing interest of the United 
i.iations in the study of the question of capital punishment with a vieu to promotin~ 
full respect for everyone 1 s right to life and also confirmed that the main obj ective 
to be pursued was the proGressive restriction of the number of offences for which 
the death penalty may be imposed with a view to the desirability of abolishin~ this 
punishment , 

Co~cerned about the slm.r progress in achievinrr this objective, 

Reaffirming its wish for the establishment of adequate legal procedures and 
the greatest possible safeguards for t he accused in capital cases , 

Mindful of its request to the Secretary-General, in its resolution 
1930 (LVII][), in accordance with General Asse~bly resolution 2857 (XXVI) to 
proceed with the report on practices and statutory rules which may govern the 
right of a person sentenced to capital punishment to petition for pardon, 
commutation or reprieve, and to report on these questions to the Council at the 
latest at its first regular session , 1980, together with the basic report of 
1980 on capital punishment, 

Considering that the General Assembly, in paragraph 5 of its resolution 32/61, 
authorized the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control to give consideration to 
the appropriate place on the agenda of the Sixth United Nations Congress on the 
Prevention of Crir-e and the Treatment of Offenders of t he issue of capital 
punishment and to prepare documentation on the question, 

Noting the decisions of the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control at its 
fifth session, pursuant to General Assembly resolution 32/61, dealing with the 
appropriate place on the agenda of the Sixth United Nations Congress of the issue 
of capital punishment and with the preparation of documentation on the question, 

1. Decides that it is essential for the preparation of the future reports 
on capital-pUnishment, and in particular for the report to be submitted to the 
Sixth United Nations ConGress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of 
Offenders, to have the fullest possible information on the use of the death penalty 
in all countries ; 
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2. Decides fur~her that , in order to acconplish this objective, the 
questionnaire t hat has been used f or collectinr inf ormation on this question should 
be so framed as to simplify to the utmost extent t he task of Governments in 
re spondin~ to it ; 

3. R~guests the Secretary-General to make every effort to elicit full 
respons es from all Governments, if necessary by measures that may include involving 
the national correspondents or s endinp: r epres entatives to mal;:e on-the-spot visits 
t o countries requestinG such assistance. 

DRAFT RESOLUTIOn XII 

Continuation of the work of int ep:r~~~- deyelo~ment _and 
intensific_atio~f. trainin n: i_l_l___!l}_at field 

The ~conomic and Social Council , 

Taking i nto account Gene r al Assembly r esolution 2626 (X1'V) of 24 October 1970 , 
containing the Inte rnational Development Stratee;y for t he Second United ?lations 
Development Decade, resolution 2542 (XXIV) of 11 Dec e111ber 1969 , containing the 
Declaration on Social Progress and Development, resolutions 3201 (S--VI) anCl. 
3202 (S- VI) of 1 I·J1ay 1974, cont a ining respectively t he Declaration and Progr a?"'me 
of Action on the Establishment of a Hevr International EconoMic Order, 
resolution 3281 ( Y~IX) of 12 Decenber 1974) containing the Charter of Economic 
Ri ghts and Duties of States , and resolution 3362 (S- VII) of 16 September 1975, 
concerning development and int ernational economic co-operation , 

Bearing in mind ~conomic and Socia l Council r e solution 1747 (LIV) of 
16 iiay 1973 , containing recommendations on the application of a unified approach to 
development analysis and planning by the Governments of different countries, 

Convinced that integrated planning at the national level is one of the most 
effective instruments for promotinr economic , social and human development and for 
providing the who l e population vli t h greater opportuniti es for a better life, 

Considering that the application of an integrated approach is connecte Cl w·ith 
the achievement of structural changes in the social and economic fiel<'l.s , 

Consi dering that development is not a one-dimensional process and that it has 
both economic and social aspects , 

Taking account of t he fact that econo~ic growth and social chan~e are 
integral parts of a single complex process of development, 

Takin g_ into account the problems faced, especially by the developin~ countries, 
in the application of integrated development , 

1. Recommends 

(a) Continuing the 1-1ork of integrated development, includinr.; the necessary 
structural changes and co- ordinatinr, social objectives with econo~ic r,oals ; 
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(b) Promoting the exchange of experience amon~ countries which have appli ed 
that approach, and particularly among developing countries; 

(c) Intensifying appropri ate nationa l studie s of i nte grated development, 
for which purpose the competent Unit ed Uations bodie s are r equested to provide 
countries w-ith technical assistance of hi p;h quality ; 

(d) Conducting national , subregional and inte rregional training s eminars i n 
the field of integrated development ; 

2. Reque~ts the Secretary-General to prepare a report on world experience 
in the field of integrated soci.al and economic planning which could be recommended 
to Governments of interested States for application at the national level , and to 
present that report for consideration by t he Commission at its twenty- seventh 
session. 

DF.AFT R~SOLUTIOJ'T XIII 

Social policy and income distribution 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Recalling its resolutions 1086 D (XXXI X) of 30 July 1965 , 1322 (XLIV) of 
31 lvlayf9G3 and 2074 (LXII) of 13 May 1977 on the distribution of income , 

Recalling also the Declaration on Social Progress and Development contained 
in General Assembly resolution 2542 (XXIV) of 11 December 1969, t he Declaration 
and Programme of Action on the .Establishment of a IJew International Economic Or der 
contained in General Assembly resolutions 32 01 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of l May 1974 , 
and the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States contained in General 
Assembly resolution 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974, 

Recalling also section II of General Assembly r e solution 33/48 of 
14 December 1978 in which the Assembly requested the Secretary- General to submit 
a report on the subject to it at its thi r ty- fifth session, throup;h the Economic 
and Social Council , 

Recognizing the importance of achievinp; a just distribution of income f or 
securing people ' s participation in the development process and for realizing 
social progress, 

Being also concerned about adverse effects of inflation on low-income groups 
of the population, 

Requests the Secretary-General to include in the report requested in 
Genera l Assembly resolution 33/118 referred to above, more factual information about 
country experiences in different economic systems on various instruments and the 
methods of implementation undertaken to achieve a more just income distribution 
consistent with balanced social and economic development , removal of rural- urban 
imbalances and measures taken for mitigatinr- the adverse effects of inflation and 
for the benefit of the weaker sections of the population. 
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DRJI.FT RESOLUTIO'T XIV ]_/ 

Preparations for a new international development stratep:y 
for the third _Y._nited IJ ~tio_ns deve~opr.1e_0 -d;c-;d~---

The Economic and Social Council, 

Recallin~ General Assembly resolution 33/48 of 14 December 1978, in which 
the Assembly called upon the Commission for Social Development to make 
recommendations on the new international development strate~y, and General Assembly 
resolution 33/193 of 29 January 1979 on preparations for an international 
development strategy for the third United Hations development decade, 

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 2542 (XXIV) of 11 December 1969 
containing the Declaration on Social Proe;ress and. Development, 

Be~ring in mind. General Assembly resolutions 2626 (XXV) of 24 October 1970 
containing the International Development Strategy for the Second United Hat ions 
Development Decade, 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974 containing the 
Declaration and the Programme of Action on the ~stablishment of a new International 
Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974 containing the Charter of Econonic 
Rights and Duties of States and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on development 
and international economic co operation, 

Considerin~ that the existinc unjust inte rnational economic systen is a 
r.Jajor obstacle to the economic develop:r1ent and social progress of the dev~lopinp.; 
countries • 

Desiring to achieve the rapid anc'l. complete elimination of major obstacles to 
the economic and social progress of peoples, particularly colonialism, imperialism , 
neo-colonialism, racism, racial discriPlination, apartheid, aggression, occupation 
and foreign doHination, and all other forns of inequality and exploitation of 
peoples, 

Convinced that detente and peaceful coexistence, friendly co-operation among 
States, the halting of the arms race and disarmament contribute to the economic 
and social development of peoples, 

Concerned at the grmving disparity in conditions of li vin ": and incor' e levels 
between people in the developed and developing countries, 

1. Reaffirms the sovereign and inalienable ri ght of all nations to pursue 
freely their economic and social development and to exercise full and permanent 
sovereignty over all their 1·Teal th, natural resources and economic acti vi tiF•s; 

2. Emphasizes the urgency of the establi shment of the new international 
economic order on a just and equitable basis as a necessary pre-condition for the 
economic development and social progress of developing countries; 

]_/ See also chapter II, decision XIV. 
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3. Reaffirms that the elimination of all forms of dependence and oppression, 
such as colonialism, imperialism, neo-colonialism, racism, racial discrimination, 
apartheid, aggression, occupation and foreign domination , constitutes a prerequisite 
for world social and economic progress ; 

4. Reaffirms the interrelated character of economic and social factors and 
the basic requirement that economic development and social progress should go 
together in the promotion of the well-being of the population and in the promotion 
of balanced economic and social development , which requires a unified approach to 
development; 

5. Considers that the new international development strategy should be 
designed, inter alia, to promote the well-being of the entire population on the 
basis of its full participation in the process of development and the equitable 
distribution of development benefits, and of national wealth and income as well 
as the full mobilization of all national resources, both human and material ; 

6. Considers also that the Declaration on Social Progress and Development, 
being a basic international document in the field of social development, should 
serve as a guideline for the preparation of social aspects of the new international 
development strategy; 

7. Reaffirms the importance of promoting far-reaching structural 
socio-economic changes, where required, to serve the objectives of social justice 
and economic development for the benefit of the entire population; 

8. Recommends to the Preparatory Committee for the New International 
Development Strategy to take full account of the Declaration on Social Progress and 
Development as well as the deliberations on this issue in the Commission for Social 
Development; 

9. Requests the General Assembly to pay due attention at its thirty-fourth 
session to the social aspects of the new international development strategy. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION XV 

United Nations Research Institute for Social Development 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Reviewing the activities of the United Nations Research Institute for Social 
Development during the period from 1 November 1976 to 31 October 1978 , ~/ 

1. Places on record its satisfaction with the work done in the past; 

2. Desires that the social objectives of the new international development 
strategy should furnish the principal focus and orientation for the research 
activities of the Institute in the coming years , which should include, more 

!!} E/CN.5/578. 
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particularly, a conti nuous study of alternative forms and techniques of democratic 
p a r ticipation of t he people in the p rocess of social and economic development ; 

3. Recommends t hat the activities o f the Institute should be pursued to an 
increasing extent in collaboration wi th and through app ropriate research institutes 
in the inte rested States Membe rs o f the United Nations and particularly the 
developi ng countries. 

B 

2. The follovring r e solution and decisio~1 G.cl.o ,-)ted by the Cornmission renuire 
actioi1 by the Economic and Social Council. 

nesolution 13 C'(XVI). Reinforc ement of the social develo-rm,.,nt sector 
vTithin the United lTatioas 

The Commission for Social DevelolJlilent , 

TaLing into account Economic and Social Council rPsolutions 207S' ( r,::rr) of 
13 iiay 1977 and 1970/35 of G l"h." 197J on reinforcing the social development sector 
Hi thin the United lTations, o.s ~·rell as Council decision 1c;7r;;/7 of 9 February 1:::'79 , 

Noting that the above-mentioned resolution 2079 (L~CI) has r.ot yet been 
liuple;j'1en.tec1 and that its ori:dnal ;;urpose should be reinterpreted in the light 
of the d ecisions already tal~e!1 on the pr e:naration of a neu international 
development stratE'8:',r; 

_Tak ing into considera_.tio_~ the vieHs ex:;'lressed at its t1·renty· ·sixtl1 se~; sion on 
the f>tre:1gthening of the social develo·pment sector within the United nations 

Rec!Uest s the Economic ancl. Social Coui1cil to decic~e tlw.t t}J.,~ ad boc 1·ror1:ing 
group provided for in J.>aragrauh 1 of its resolution 2079 (L}'.II) ofl3 HaY 1~77 
shall be ap~)ointed and co~1Yened as soon as possibl e and rep()rt to the :economic 
and Socia.l Council ~ossibly 21.t its first rer:ular sPssion , 1980 on ;:ays 'md m~ans 
of str 2n,o;t i1eninr; t he social develor.ment sector ;: . .rithin the UniteC. i'Tations. 

Decision VI 

At its 6C4th meeting on 7 J."larch 1979, tlle Co.runission decio.e0. to nominate . 
for confirmation by t ~1e £conom:i.c and Social Council, the follmring candidates 
for the six Yacancies on the Board of the United N<:~.tions Research Institute for 
Social Development : 

For a term of office of four Ears from 1 July 1S'79 to 30 June 1S>'33 : 

Acbola Pala Okeyo (Kenya) 
Vera Nyitrai (Hungary) 
:..:,ugene B. Sl:olnikoff (UnitP.d States of _4merica) 
Paul-Hare Henry (France) 
K. N. Raj (India) 

For a term of office of an additional t 1ro ~rears from 1 Jl?-lY 1979 to 
30 June i981_: 

:Ruc1olfo Stavenhagen ( J~exico). 
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3. The following decisions adopted by the Commission are drawn to the attention of 
the Economic and Social Council . 2/ 

Decision I 

At its 662nd meeting, on 6 l-1arch 1979, the Commission decided to take note of 
the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the Declaration on 
Social Progress and Development (E/CN.5/563). 

Decision II 

At its 663rd meeting, on 6 March 1979, the Commission decided to take note of 
the following : 

(a) The report of the Secretary-General on measures taken to implement the 
Declaration on the Promot i on among Youth on the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect and 
Under standing between Peoples and on the present and future role and the 
participation of youth in the development and nation-building process as well as the 
promotion of international co-operation and understanding (E/CN.5/575); and 

(b) The progress report of the Secretary-General on the establishment of a 
co-operative arrangement among youth : research and information centres (E/CN.5/559). 

Decision III 

At its 664th meeting , on 7 March 1979, the Commission decided to take note of 
the progress report of the Secretary-General on co-ordination of the social 
components for the International Year of the Child (E/CN.5/577). 

Decision IV 

At its 664th meeting on 7 March, the Commission decided to take note of the 
following documents : 

(a) The report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the 
International Labour Organisation programme of action on new international standards 
concerning mi grant workers (E/CN.5/572) ; and 

(b) The r eport of the Secretary-General on principles concerning migrant 
workers and their families already embodied in international instruments adopted by 
Unit ed Nations or ganizations (E/CN. 5/564 ) . 

Decision V 

At it s 664th meeting, on 7 March 1979, the Commission decided to take note of 
the note by the Secretary-General on programme objectives for the medium-term plan, 
1980-1983 and progress 'report fo r 1977-1978 (E/CN.5/580 and Corr.l). 

21 The attention of the Council is also drawn to chapter II, decisions XIII and 
XIV , and to chapter X concerning the consideration by the Commission of the draft 
provi s ional agenda for the twenty-seventh sessicn. 
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Decision VII 

At its 665th meeting, on 7 March 1979, the Commission decided to take note 
of the report of the Secretary-General on the application by Governments of a 
unified approach to development analysis and planning (E/CN.5/566). 

Decision VIII 

At its 665th meeting, on 7 March 1979, the Commission decided to take note 
of the report of the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control on its fifth session 
(E/CN.5/558) and of the note by the Secretary-General on the functions and long­
term programme of work of the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control 
(E/CN. 5/576). 

Decision IX 

At its 666th meeting, on 8 March 1979, the Commission decided to take note 
of the note by the Secretary-General on the effects of inflation on lm-r-income 
groups (E/CN.5/570). 

Decision X 

At its 666th meeting, on 8 March 1979, the Commission decided to take note of 
the following documents: 

(a) The report of the Secretary-General on integrated rural development -
approaches and issues (E/CN.5/571); 

(b) The report of the Secretary-General on the role of locally based 
organizations in the implementation of land reforms (E/CN.5/569 and 
Corr.l (English only)); 

(c) The report of the Secretary-General on social consequences of the 
green revolution (E/CN.5/567); and 

(d) The note by the Secretary-General on poverty-oriented rural development: 
progress report on the work of the interagency task force on rural 
development (E/CN.5/560). 

Decision XI 

At its 666th meetin~, on 8 March 1979, the Commission decided to take note 
of the note by the Secretary-General on a review of social re~earch and trainin~ 
capabilities in developing countries (E/CN.5/573). 

Decision XII 

At its 666th meeting, on 8 March 1979, the Commission decided to tru~e note of 
the progress report of the Secretary-General on the question of the elderly and 
the aged (E/CN.5/562). 

Decision XV 

At the 669th meeting, on 9 March 1979, the Commission decided to take note of 
the 1978 Report on the VTorld Social Situation. §.! 

~/United Nations publication, Sales No. E.79.IV.l. 
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II. ISSUES BROUGHT •ro THE ATTENTION OF THE PREPARATORY COI.li1ITTEE 
FOR THE NUl INTERil A_TIONJ\.1 DEVELOPt'iENT STRATEGY 

4. The following decisions adopted by the Commission for Social Development are 
brought to the attention of the Preparatory Committee for the Ne>r International 
Development Strategy. 

Decision XIII 

Recommendations of the Commission for Social Development 
to the Preparatory Committee for the lJe'• International 
Development Strategy, pursuant to paragraph 8 of General 

Assembly resolution 33/48 

The Commission for Social Development, in accordance ~-rith the requests 
contained in paragraph 8 of General Assembly resolution 33/48 and in paragraph 4 
of General Assembly resolution 33/193, decides to transmit the follm.;ring 
recommendations to the Preparatory Committee for the Ne\·T International Development 
Strategy. The recommendations are made \·Tith due recognition of the fact that 
policies for the promotion of social development must take place within the 
frame>wrl{ of national development plans and priori ties and that those plans and 
priorities in turn must be based on the sovereignty of each country. 

1. The need for social development is the distinctive problem that confronts the 
international econowJ in the third development decade. Previously the Governments 
of the world were often a little too exclusively concerned with the question of the 
over-all rate of grO\·rth of national income, the rate of capital formation required 
for the postulated growths rate, and the broad division of the total inve stment 
among different sectors. 

2. Even >-Then the planners came to realize the importance of ensuring that the 
benefits of development should accrue to the poorest and the most disadvantage d 
sections of society, that objective 'IoTas difficult if not impossible to attain 
through a centralized and bureaucratic administration Hl:ich ,.;ras largely unsuitable 
for that task. The neH international development strategy for the third United 
Nations development decade must accept this challenge and help evolve methods best 
suited to the circumstances of each country, so that those for whom the benefits 
of development are meant, and particularly the hitherto deprived sections of society, 
may participate purposefully in the decision-maldng process as well as in the 
implementation of the plans and projects for economic and social development. 

3. The needed reorganization of the administrative system, evolution of new 
institutional forms and decentralization of initiative and control should become, 
for each country in its own way, an integral part of the new development strategy. 
This is essential if development is to result in the well-being of the population 
as a whole. Also needed for the same purpose is a reorientation of the system of 
education and of research on appropriate technology so that people are enabled, 
through voluntary and co-operative efforts, to make the best use of locally 
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available r esources for the improvement of their material and social conditions in 
accordance Hi th each country's ovm experience. 

4. In certain developing countries, development efforts are hampered either by 
actual colonization or by the legacy of a colonial culture and administrative 
system which therefore need to be set aside in the interests of social development. 

5. Peace is a pre-condition of the maximum use of the world's resources for the 
well-being of the entire population. It is therefore desirable that the third 
United llations development decade also strengthen the forces for peace. 

6. The implementation of a Hew International Economic Order implies restructuring 
the 'vorld economy. Such restructuring •rill enable developing countries to achieve 
their development objectives. The development process involves national and 
international factors as vTell as economic and social elements which are closely 
interrelated. Economic, social and cultural progress requires more resources and 
a more rational and equitable distribution of these resources on the national and 
international l evels. 

1. The De claration on Social Proeress and Development, contained in General 
Assembly resolution 2542 (XXIV) of 11 December 1969, constitutes the common 
platform for national and international action in the field of social development. 
Its basic postulates have been reaffirmed and incorporated in many subsequent 
documents - among others in the strategy for the current decade. 

8 . Although some social and economic pror,ress has been achieved - e.g., a slight 
increase in per capita income - living conditions in various parts of the world are 
still marked by striking contrasts. As noted in the 1978 Report on the Horld 
Social Situation ~/ the social situation in developing countries remains disturbing. 
The report gives a number of examples of this. J~oreover, various forms of social 
unrest vhich find expression in violence, criminality, alcoholism and drug abuse 
and erosion of individual and collective values are manifest particularly in 
urbanized and industrialized societies. 

9 . These examples of the slow rate of implementing the Declaration of Social 
Progress and Development and the equally disappointing progress made tow·ards 
realizing the various social development objectives adopted or reaffirmed in the 
1970s unde rline the need to strengthen the social elements in the new international 
development strategy for the 1980s. The realization of the stated goals depends 
upon a significant acceleration of efforts at both national and international 
l evels. 

10. In presenting the social elements of the international development strategy 
the integrated and cross-sectoral nature of social development should be clearly 
brought out, since it has obvious policy implications. Social development cuts 
across traditional sectoral boundaries. For example, there is a dynamic 
interrelation between education, health and the productivity of labour, and the 
correct policy in respe ct of any of these factors must pay attention to this 
integral character of social development. This is illustrated by the new approach 
to primary health care and current thinking on education at all levels, including 

~/United Nations publication, Sales No. E.79.IV.l. 
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formal and non-formal education. In all thes e and othe r s i milar matters, including 
agrarian reforms and integrated rural development, the inte rrelation of e conomic, 
social and cultural factors should be reflected in national policy. 

11. In the new development perspective, special importance should attach to 
correcting and overcoming rural-urban imbalances. The solution to the probl em of 
rural development is sometimes seen as a derivative of development generally and 
of the resolution of urban problems . In fact, a lack of balance behreen the tvro 
can exacerbate rural development. The international development strate&Y should 
accordingly pay particular attention to the rebuilding of rural society as a 
comprehensive process vrhich includes economic, social and cultural factors. 

12. In the past, attenti on has frequently been focused on problems concerning 
primarily the so-called special groups, e. g., the elderly. In the ne1.r international 
development strategy care must be taken to avoid an excessively fragmented and 
curative approach and adequate att ention should be given to the broad aspects of 
development in fields such as health, education and employment, where the 
distinction between economic and social aspects is to a cons iderable extent 
artificial, i.e., where the two approaches merely lay stress on different 
dimensions of the same problem. \oJe should acknowledge that economic expansion and 
social transformation are inte~ral elements of the same development process where 
single policy interventions will have limited effects . 

13. The neH international development strate gy must acknowledge the importance of 
popular participation and mobilization of popular support in the continuing efforts 
to realize the development goal. The mobilization of the population, particularly 
at the community level, should be encouraged by Governments throu~h material and 
technical support. Without popular participation all development achievements 1·rill 
become short-lived gains. Development presupposes social consciousness and 
individual sharing of joint responsibility. The important role of the co-operative 
movement and other voluntary organizations of the 1·reaker sections of society , such 
as the rural poor, should be reflected in the ne1.r international development 
strategy . Human resources shoQld be fully utilized through equal opportunities 
and active participation of all elements of society in achievin~ the common goals 
of development. Particularly important are the mobilization and the full 
integration of Homen and youth i n development. This should be unequivocally 
emphasized in the new inte rnational development strategy. 

14. It is necessary to broaden and intensify t e chnical co-operation not only 
bet"een developed and developing countries but also among developing countries 
t hems elves . Professional competence is as important in social as in economic 
policy but the transplanting of successful experiences poses complex problems. 
Co-operation can involve a range of initiatives from the single exchange of 
experience to the organization of joint projects and joint research activities . 
The international machiner y should help in identifying similarity of problems as 
bet1.reen different countries and hence sui table areas for such co-operation., 
e . g. , by undertaking and/or promoting relevant research. 

15. In vie1v of the great diversity of conditions in different countries, the 
desirable paths of development also differ from country to country. Continuous 
study of alternative courses of social development and methods of conflict 
resolution -vri thin nations should greatly assist each country to choose its own 
course, in the light of growing and systematized knowledge in thes e areas . 
Intensified research efforts on these subjects as vrell as on forms of popular 
participation in the development process are called for. 
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16. Rapid social progress of developing countries presupFoses both mobiliz ation of 
the domestic resources of the countries concerned and substantially increased 
international and bilateral financial and/or technical support of national 
development efforts. The services that can be rendered developing countries by 
international and bilateral agencies in the vray of planning and implementation of 
social development are already considerable. It is, hmrever, important to adapt 
these services according to a ne1v ~mmrledge gathered and with due regard to the 
stage of development and the social and technological characteristics of each 
country. 

17. The currently available statistics on social development have many gaps and 
short-comings. Generally, little empirical information is available on the social 
impact of major social development measures and the distribution of the benefits of 
economic grmrth among different population groups. Countries should enhance their 
efforts in the area of statistics and seek to improve the data base. National 
household capability surveys, carried out on a continuous and integrated basis and 
focusing on the individual and the household, can provide important quantitative 
information on economic, social and demographic conditions, and changes therein, 
for the entire population and the special groups "'ri thin it, including the most 
disadvantaged groups such as the rural poor. 

18. The new international development stratec;y should encourage the recording and 
exchange of experience in formulating and executing social development policies on 
a continuous and regular basis, 1-1ith the purpose of identifying successful policy 
measures and planning procedures. Therefore, the Commission on Social Development 
itself should include a review of the social aspects of the strategy as a permanent 
item in its agenda for the 1980s, with a vie'l-r to the transmission of its 
conclusions to the body responsible for revie1·ring the implementation of the 
strategy and its adaptation to changing circumstances. The Commission also 
requests the Preparatory Committee to include provision for a review, appraisal 
and possible adaptation of the social development aspects of the strategy. 

19. The Commission further requests the Secretary-General to ensure that all 
elements of the United Nations system involved uith the analysis or measurement of 
social progress direct their i·rorlt tm·rards contributing to the new international 
development strategy and its future implementation and also contribute to the 
review of social development by the Commission. 

Decision XIV 

At its 669th meeting, on 9 Harch 1979, the Commission decided to transmit to 
the Preparatory Committee for the NeH International Development Strategy the 
chapter of its report concerning item 5 of its agenda, 2/ including the draft 
resolution recommended for adoption by the Economic and-Social Council. l/ 

£/ See chapter III of the present report. 

11 See chapter I, section A, draft resolution XIV. 

-23-



III. REINFORCEMENT OF THE SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT SECTOR WITHIN THE 
UNITED JITATIONS ~ INPLEHENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON 
SOCI.A..L PROGRESS AND DEVELOPMENT ; REVIEW AND APPRAISAL OF 
SOCIAL PROGRESS AND PREPARATION FOR A HEU I NTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 

5. In accordance with the decision taken at its 6~-8th meeting on 21 February 1979 , 
the Commission considered items 3, 4 and 5 of its agenda concurrently in the course 
of its 646th, 647th, 652nd to 656th, 658th and 66lst to 669th mettings on 20, 23, 
26 to 28 February and 1 and 5 to 9 March 1979. 

6. For its consideration of the items, the Commission had before it the following 
documents: the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the 
Declaration on Social Progress and Development (E/CN.5/563) ; the 1978 Report on the 
World Social Situation 1/ and t he supplements to the Report ; 2/ and an addendum to 
the report of the Secretary-General on the collection of data-and information 
relevant to the formulation of a ne'I-T international development strategy, concerning 
the common elements of decisions of world conferences held in the 1970s , regarding 
social development and a new international development strategy (E/6056/Add.l and 
Corr.l). In addition, the attention of the Commission was dravm in a note by the 
Secretariat (E/CN.5/L.438) to two decisions taken by the Economic and Social 
Council at its organizational session for 1979. In the first the Counci l referred 
to the Commission , inter alia, General Assembly resolution 33/48 of 11 ~ December 1978 , 
on '1-Torld social development. In the second the Council decided to consider at its 
first regular session, 1979, in plenary meetings, the question of the establishment 
of an ad hoc working group pursuant to Council resolution 2079 (LXII) of 13 May 1977. 
The Commission was requested to comment upon that decision in the light of recent 
developments, in particular thoBe relating to the restructuring of the economic and 
social sectors of the United Nations system and the preparations for a new 
international development strategy. The Commission also had before it a statement 
submitted by the International Council on Social Helfare , a non- governmental 
organization in category I consultative status 'dth the Economic and Social Council 
(E/Cll .5/NG0/126). 

1. The Director-General for Development and International Economic Co- operation , 
Mr. K. K. S. Dadzie , addressed the Commission at its 650th meeting on 1 March 1979 . 
He noted that despite the werutnesses of the current international development 
strategy , one of which was its f'ailure to indicate effective ways of achi eving 
social development goals, it nevertheless attached considerable importance to the 
objective of more equitable distribution of income and wealth together with the 
promotion of higher grouth rates. Similarly, General Assembly resolution 33/193 
concerning preparations for the new International Development Strategy had 
emphasized, among other things, that the new strategy should reflect in an 
appropriate manner the need for adequate policies for the promotion of social 

~/ United Nations publication, Sales No. E.79.IV.l. 

2/ E/CN.5/557/Add.l (to be issued as a United Nations publication) and 
E/CN.5/557/Add.2. 
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development, to be defined by each country within the framework of its development 
priorities and in accordance with its socio-economic structure and stage of 
development ; for the full mobilization of national resources , both human and 
material, of developing countries ; and the mobilization and integration of women and 
youth in development. 

3. The question of social development was thus a key issue in the preparation of 
the new strategy, to the examination of which the Commission could make an 
important contribution in response to General Assembly resolution 33/48. Taking 
into account the interdependence of social and economic development, several 
questions arose for consideration . These include the question how the relationship 
just mentioned is to be reflected in the new strategy ; how far should the focus of 
policy be on structural socio-economic changes and how far on macro- and 
micro-economic policy measures ; how far is it possible to formulate policy 
prescriptions for social development that are valid across the board and how far 
must such prescriptions be tailored to the specific conditions of each developing 
country ; how far can targets be set and how ~an performance be measured? 

9. Seen from the standpoint of elaborating an over-all framework for the new 
strategy, the question of the role of social development was part of the wider 
issues of the balance to be maintained between international and domestic policy 
commitments. Different countries placed varying emphasis on these two elements and 
the discussion of issues such as poverty had not always been advanced by the clash 
between these divergent approaches. A synthesis was therefore required to take the 
discussion forward. Such a synthesis might well be based on the proposition that 
the essential ingredients of a reshaped international development strategy should 
not only be elaborated and implemented in a mutually reinforcing manner; they should 
also encompass on one hand important elements of national development strategy and 
on the other the international measures, in respect of structural and conjunctural 
issues alike, required to support national development efforts, together with the 
strengthening of the development process on the basis of the collective self­
reliance of the developing countries. Such an approach, which would not necessarily 
call for prior agreement on any of these elements, would derive from the basic 
guideline that the policy commitments of the strategy should be balanced between 
developed and developing countries without their being mutual or reciprocal. Thus , 
while the two types of commitments in the final analysis might be made commensurate 
with one another, the question of the reciprocity or conditionality of such 
commitments should not arise. 

10. So far as national strategies are concerned, development was being increasingly 
seen as a process that should be geared to the human factor both as the agent and 
the beneficiary of development ; should be endogenous, involving the autonomous 
definition by each society of its own values and goals; should rely primarily on the 
strength and resources of each country; should encompass the transformation of 
obstructive structures, both national and international ; should be in harmony with 
the environment and respect ecological constraints. 

11. These perceptions correspond to the stress given in the concept of the new 
international economic order to the need to reduce the excessive dependence of the 
developing countries and to reorient their national policies towards a development 
strategy based on the principle of self-reliance. As a corollary, full and 
effective mobilization and reallocation, as appropriate, of domestic resources was 
required. This ought to include a full utilization of human resources through an 
increase in both the level and productivity of employment as well as the development 
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of domestic scientific and technological potential. With these considerations in 
mind, appropriate changes in economic and social institutions, where these act as 
constraints on development, may be required in many developing countries. 

12 . In conclusion, the Director-General stressed that the final aim of development 
must be the constant increase of the well-being of the entire population on the 
basis of its full participation in the process of development and a fair 
distribution of the benefits t herefrom. Taking past experience as well as previous 
controversies into account, the task of translating this affirmation at the national 
level into specific and operationally meaninr,ful policy measures was far from easy. 
For instance, it went beyond considerations of income redistribution and encompasses 
appropriate changes in production structures including the creation of new 
productive capacities designed t o meet resulting new demand patterns. It involved 
difficult choices regardinr, the priority to be given to certain absolute targets 
for consumption, bearing in mind that quite often more rapid growth rates and 
structural transformation may well depend on holding do>m present and near term 
consumption. 

13. Finally, the Director-Gener al suggested that the Commission might wish t o 
give priority to its task of fo r mulating recommendations on the social aspects of 
the new strategy, and ansured the Cormnission of his readiness and that of his 
colleagues t o provide assistance as might be required. 

14. Mrs. Helvi Sipila , Assistant Secretary- General for Social Development and 
Humanitarian Affairs, in her introductory statement concerning item 5 on the 
implementation of the Declaration on Social Progress and Development, obs erved that 
in the cqur.se . of the 10 years since the adoption of that Declaration some social 
development had occurred , but it had been vitiated by the rapid growth in 
population and by the concentration of those developments in areas already 
developed. The benefits of growth were enjoyed by a small portion of the world 's 
population. The factors contributing to that situation were the current 
international economic order and patterns of economic growth. It would be necessary 
to adopt a perspective on development that was more human centred. The process 
of social development in the 1980s should aim at development more responsive to t he 
needs of the people and the full mobilization and utilization of all available 
resources. 

15. The Assistant Secretary-General observed that measures must be taken for 
social reform and equity and for social integration. She suggested that experience 
in social progress and development should be recorded and exchanged on a more 
r egular basis; that the study of the long-term interrelations between alternative 
policies for social progress, on the one hand, and domestic economic growth and 
transition to a new international economc order , on the other, should be 
encouraged ; and that statistical and other information should be generated for a 
more effective evaluation of the impact of major development measures. 

16. r1r. P. N. Dhar , Assistant Secretary-General for Development Research and Policy 
Analysis, in connexion with agenda item 5 , informed the Commission of the 
arrangements for the work of the Committee for Development Planning , the Preparatory 
Committee for the new International Development Strategy and of the General Assembly 
for the formulation and adoption of a new development strategy. He observed that 
-vrithin the existing time frame , t he Commission, at its hrenty-sixth session , could 
make a crucial contribution to the formulation of the strategy. He observed further 
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that the General Assembly, in resolution 33/193 of 29 January 1979, had affirm~d 
that a new international development strategy should be formulated w·ithin the 
frm-:1ework of the New International Economic Order. Hr . Dhar indicated that the 
197G Report on the World Social Situation, in accordance with General Assembly 
resolutions 31/83 and 31/84,was far shorter than the preceding report and attempted 
to bring out the close links between international economic relations and the world 
social situation. The underlying theme of that report was the concern for a more 
equitable distribution of the benefits of development both within and among nations. 
While the socio-economic situation in 1978 was still disturbing, there seemed to be 
an emergence of promising initiatives and changes in policies in many countries to 
meet the challenges of development. Some of those problems, such as the low 
standard of living in developing countries, widespread unemployment and. under­
employment and m1equal access to social services were areas in which development 
policy had as yet much to accomplish. 

16a. The representative of the United Nations Statistical Office informed the 
Commission about some of the recent work of the Statistical Commission and the 
Statistical Office in the field of social statistics, particularly the National 
Household Survey Capability Programme (NHSCP) and social indicators. The main 
objective of the NHSCP, which was being carried out pursuant to Economic and 
Social Council resolution 2055 (LXII) of 5 May 1977, was.to assist interested 
developing countries in establishing and improving their own survey capabilities 
best suited to meet their individual national needs and priorities. It sought in 
this way to provide, through continuous household surveys, up-to-date and inteGrated 
statistics which , while complementary to those secured from censuses and 
administrative records, could not be collected in any other way. The Programme 
was being co-sponsored by the United Nations, ID'WP and the v.!orld Bank a.'1d 
additional support was being sought from other multilateral and bilateral donors. 
With regard to social indicators, follow·ing the approval by the Statistical 
Commission at its nineteenth session, Social Indicators: Preliminary Guidelines 
and Illustrative Series (Series M, No. 63) had recently been published. 37 The 
approach to social indicators embodied in this publication was that the specific 
choice of indicators was best made at the national level in response to nationally­
defined policy concerns and the level of statistical development each country had 
achieved. 

16b. Most delegations observed the serious difficulties they had in discussing a 
subject of major importance when the relevant documents had not been made available 
to them sufficiently in advance to be thoroughly studied. They hoped that such 
inconveniences would not occur in the future. 

16c. In discussing the role of the Commission, several delegations pointed to its 
unique function in considering the human factor in totality in the process of 
development. It was noted that while there were specialized agencies to look into 
specific areas such as education, employment or health, it was the function of the 
Commission to examine the social phenomena resulting from the interaction of the 
consequences of changes in those sectors with other societal phenomena. One 
delegation drew specific attention to the consequences of the broader spread of 
educational facilities and the ensuing competition for employment between the 
social groups that benefited from that spread and those who were traditionally in 
a position of advantage. Other areas of work that -vrere suggested for attention by 

1) united Nations publication, Sales No. E.r(8.XVII.8. 
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the Commission concerned the causes and consequenc e s of the disparity i n the flow 
of resourc es bet,.,reen rural and urban centres , the decentralization of economic and 
political pouer to permit greater popular participation in the process of 
development and the means of reducing grm.,ring inequality both in domestic economies 
and the international economy. The need for a change in emphasis, with more 
attention to more recent broad currents of thought on international economic 
relations and social develop:rr.ent ~ was pointed out. A view \vas expressed that 
emphasis should be placed on development activities and not on ,.,elfare. SeverHl 
delegations dre"r the attention of the Commission to the need for broadening the 
scope of social developr.lent well beyond those phenomena that could be expressed in 
quantitative terms. One should not lose sight of the moral and cultural values 
and hUI'lan virtues. In this context it was stated that there was a possibility of 
examining in quantitative terms such other areas of social develo:.:>ment , e. g ., an 
access to culture. Several delegations also expressed the view that it might be 
useful for the Secretariat to examine the factors that might help to explain the 
slovr progress in the implementation of the Declaration on Social Progress and 
Development. However , it was pointed out that , in order to be effective the 
Commission necessarily uould have to confine its attention each time to a small 
number of well-defined subjects , in contrast to the current practice. One 
delegation expressed the view that most of the topics before the Commission could 
actually be brought directly to the attention of the Economic and Social Council. 
Another delegation 1·ras of the view that the Commission should meet annually rather 
than once every tuo years. 

l6d. Hhile recognizing that the "rork of the Commission could only be in support of 
national policies for social development, several delegations pointed to specific 
methods by \vhich the Commission could. assist Governments . One would be to promote 
the exchange of experience in social development (e. g. of information on social 
welfare legislation and institutions) so that countries might benefit from 
knowledge of alternative models. In that connexion, it was pointed out that it 
would be most useful if such new experiences w·ere brought forth at the meetings of 
the Commission itself. Another method would be to e.ssist countries that so desire 
in building up institutions and a capacity for the promotion of social development 
and progress . One delegation pointed to the needs for strengthening the social 
development activities of the regional training and research institutes. 

17. Some delegations ,.,ere of the opinion that it would be most valuable now to 
implement Economic and Social Council resolution 2079 (LXII) of 13 ~1ay 1977 , 
regarding the appointment of a working group of experts to report on the 
effectiveness of social development activities within the United !~ations system. 
Hmvever , another view was that i n this context the process of restructuring of the 
economic and social sectors should be kept in mind to avoid, inter alia ~ overlapping 
and duplication of activities of other organs within the United Nations system. 

18. The representative of the International Labour Organisation, referring to the 
Tripartite Horld Conference on Employment, Income Distribution and Social Progress 
and the International Division of Labour , held in 1976, explained the follow-up 
presently undertaken by her Organisation on the Declaration of Principles and the 
Programme of Action and informed the Com~ni ssion that the summary of the discussions 
at the 1979 International Labour Conference would be transmitted directly to the 
Economic and Social Council at its s econd regular session , 1979 and to the 
Preparatory Committee for the New International Development Strategy. 
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19 . In revie1ving social development in the course of the 1970s, there was a common 
understanding that despite the strenu~us efforts made by national Governments, the 
more severe problems of social development had yet to abate in both developed and 
developing countries. Viewed against the targets set out in the International 
Development Strategy for the Second United Nations Development Decade and in the 
Declaration on Social Progress and Development, progress has been disappointing. 
Some delegations referred to the poverty and destitution resulting from 
unemployment and landlessness in some countries in the Asian region. Others pointed 
to the prevalence of widespread malnutrition in several countries in the Latin 
American region. The problems of alcoholism, violence and other social malaise in 
the developed countries of the world also were mentioned. 

20. The representative of the World Health Organization described the results of 
the International Conference of Primary Health Care held at Alma Ata, USSR, from 
6 to 12 September 1978 and the preliminary guiding principles adopted by the 'fHO 
Executive Board for formulating strategies for health for all by the year 2000, 
to be formulated, first and foremost, by the countries themselves and leading to 
regional and global strategies by 1981. 

21 . The representative of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization , in discussing the present and future lines of emphasis of 
the social science sector of UNESCO, stressed its relevance to the Commission and, 
especially, the importance of the Commission in focusing attention on priority 
issues of social development within both the United Nations system and in Member 
States . The three lines of emphasis in social sciences in UNESCO are: first, the 
advancement of the social sciences themselves; secondly, the promotion of the use 
of social science methodology and instruments for social analysis, planning and 
action ; and, thirdly, the clarification of major social and human problems and 
attempts to find solutions in the areas of human rights and peace, development , 
environment, population, rural development and youth. 

22. During the debate on agenda item 4, representatives pointed out several 
limitations to the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the 
Declaration on Social Progress and Development . First, it was noted that the 
report's main focus was on developing countries, with the result that the problems 
of social development in industrialized countries remained, to a large extent, 
excluded from the analysis. Closely related to this problem was the second 
short-coming of t he r eport , namel y the fact that it concentrated only on the 
material aspects of people's standard of living . A third limitation concerned 
the rather broad classification of countries adopted for the purposes of the report 
which concealed the fact that, in spite of the unfavourable global development 
trends, some groups of countries have nevertheless succeeded in achieving social 
progress and development. Fourth, it was stressed that, in explaining the slow 
pace of social progress and development in the developing countries, greater 
attention should have been paid to factors lying within the existing international 
economic order. Similarly, and lastly, the report had not attempted to discuss 
the interrelationships between disarmament and improved well-being of all people. 

23. Considering these limitations, representatives suggested that future reviews 
of the Declaration's implementation should be of a more systematic -that is, a 
more analytic and comprehensive - nature. To this end, the following was proposed. 
First, indicators should be evolved covering the entire scope of the Declaration. 
Secondly, future reviews should try to analyse long-term trends in social progress 
and development both from a retrospective and perspective viewpoint. Attempts 
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should be made to differentiate past experience with social progress and development 
according to groups of countries and to appraise the interrelationships between 
alternative national social development policies and policies aimed at attaining the 
objectives of the Ne1·T Internat i onal Economic Order. 

24. Nearly all representatives informed the Commission of some aspect of social 
development in their individual countries . A fe1.r thought that some of those 
developments were not truly reflected in the 1978 Report on the World Social 
Situation. In that context, it was suggested that a special chapter be added to 
the Report on the relation of disarmament to social development, and that another 
special chapter on the adverse social effects of the activities of transnational 
corporations on the social development of developine count~ies be added. Many 
representatives noted that the continuing world-wide arms race was the main 
obstacle to the achievement of real social progress in developed and developing 
countries since it diverted vast material, human and financial resources from social 
development goals. A number of' representatives expressed regret at the delay in 
issuing the section of the Report dealing with social development questions in 
various regions. In that connexion, a suggestion was made to enlarge that section, 
which was regarded by many delegations as the basis of the entire report since the 
conclusions reflected in section I "\vere based on it. It was suggested that a number 
of amendments and additions should be made in the final text of the Report to be 
submitted to the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly. It was 
observed that the Report did not pay sufficient attention to developments in the 
field of popular participation in the management of economic and social 
institutions. Others believed that the Report was an adequate and serious document 
containing useful information. It was noted that significant social progress had 
been achieved by a number of developing countries and by countries with a centrally 
planned economy as a result of the successful implementation of special social 
programmes and national plans for social and economic development. There were also 
other suggestions from delegations : first, that the Report and the Supplement 
should have been merged before transmitting it to the Economic and Social Council 
and the General Assembly ; secondly~ that the type of information that appeared in 
the earlier larger reports should be made available in some other form because 
such data were useful for teachinG and research purposes; thirdly, that the 
terminology used in the Report should be standard United Nations terminology 
(i.e., developed market economies, centrally planned economies and developing 
countries (but not 11poor11 and 11 rich 17 countries) ) ; and fourthly, that in connexion 
with the issue of 11human rights 11

, stress should be placed on the indissoluble link 
with the achievement of real social progress and social human rights, as evidenced 
clearly in , for example, the implementation of the right to work, education, social 
protection, etc. 

25. In discussing the contribution of the Commission to the formulation of a new 
international development strategy, several representatives affirmed that the 
formulation of policies for social development in each country was the clear 
prerogative of sovereign Governments. It was also emphasized that social 
development was an integral part of the over-all process of development and should 
be considered within the framework of the New International Economic Order, as 
affirmed by the General Assembly in resolution 33/193. A number of representatives 
pointed out that social development policies would vary widely among countries, in 
response to different problems in variegated environments. It was observed that 
economic development did not suffice for the attainment of social progress and 
development. In this context the need for social planning was emphasized. Some 
representatives observed that with seemingly poor prospects for rapid economic 
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development in the 1980s, problems of social development would become more acute 
than in the 1970s. The view was also expressed that higher priority should be 
given to questions of social development in the 1980s than in the 1970s. Sectoral 
targets that had been adopted by international conferences and others that might 
be adopted, might be used for this purpose. Such targets would serve as a general 
framework within which the policies of individual countries could be assessed and 
evaluated periodically. Further international co-operation for social development 
~ight be useful in providing assistance to countries to raise the capacity of their 
institutions in the tasks of social development planning, analysis and research. 

Consideration of the draft proposal under agenda item 3 

26. At the 663rd meeting, the representative of the Netherlands introduced the 
draft resolution (E/CN.5/L.45l) entitled "Reinforcement of the social development 
sector within the United Nations". Indonesia, Norway and the Philippines 
subsequently jointed in sponsoring the draft resolution. 

27. The draft resolution read as follows: 

nReinforcement of the social development sector within 
the United Nations 

"The Commission for Social Development, 

"Taking into account the views expressed at its twenty-sixth session on 
the strengthening of the social development sector within the United Nations, 

"Recommends to the Economic and Social Council the adoption of the 
following draft resolution: 

'The Economic and Social Council, 

'Recalling its resolution 2079 (LXII) of 13 May 1977 on reinforcing 
the social development sector within the United Nations, 

'Recalling also its resolution 1978/35 of 8 May 1978 and its decision 
1979/ of 9 January 1979, 

'Taking into account that the above-mentioned resolution 2079 (LXII) 
has not yet been implemented and that its original purpose should be 
reinterpreted in the light of the decisions already taken on the 
preparation of a new international development strategy, 

'Decides that the ad hoc working group provided for in operative 
paragraph 1 of its resolution 2079 (LXII) of 13 May 1977 shall be 
appointed and convened as soon as possible and report to the Economic and 
Social Council at its first regular session, 1980 on ways and means of 
strengthening the social development sector within the United Nations. 111 

28. At the 667th meeting, the representative of the Netherlands, on behalf of the 
sponsors, introduced revisions to the draft resolution in E/CN.5/L.45l which read 
as follows: 
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uThe Commission for Social Development, 

"Takinr; into account Economic and Social Council resolutions 2079 (LXII) 
of 13 May 1977 and 1978/35 of 8 May 1978 on reinforcing the social development 
sector within the United Nations, as well as Council decision 1979/7 of 
9 February 1979, 

"Noting that the abovementioned resolution 2079 (LXII) has not yet been 
implemented and that its original purpose should be reinterpreted in the light 
of the decisions already taken on the preparation of a new international 
development strategy, 

11Taking into consideration the views expressed at its twenty-sixth session 
on the strengthening of the social development sector within the United 
Nations, 

"Requests the Economic and Social Council to decide that the ad hoc 
working group provided for in paragraph 1 of its resolution 2079 (LXII) of 
13 Hay 1977 shall be appointed and convened as soon as possible and report 
to the Economic and Social Council at its first regular session, 1980 on 
vrays and means of strengthening the social development sector within the 
United Nations. 11 

29. At the same meeting, after an exchange of views, the representative of the 
Netherlands, on behalf of the sponsors, further revised the draft resolution by 
inserting, in the operative paragraph, the word 11possibly" between the vrords 
"Economic and Social Council 11 and '1at its first regular session, 1980". 

30. The Secretary of the Commission stated that it was the understanding of the 
Secretary- General that whatever financial resources might be required for the 
ad hoc 1vorkinr, eroup, they 1-muld be met through extrabudgetary resources. 

31. At the same meeting, the Commission adopted the draft resolution in 
E/CN.5/L.451, as orally revised. (For the text of the resolution, see chap. I, 
sect. B, resolution 13). 

32. After the adoption of the resolution, the representative of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics reserved the right of his delegation to express its 
vie1vs on the substance of the question at the meetings of the Economic and Social 
Council. 

Consideration of the draft proposal submitted under agenda item 4 

33. At the 66lst meeting, the representative of Poland, on behalf of Cyprus, 
Ecuador, Hungary, India, Mongolia and Poland, introduced the draft resolution 
(E/CN.5/L.i~43) entitled "Implementation of the Declaration on Social Progress and 
Development" . 

• I 

34. At the 662nd meeting, the Commission adopted the draft _ r~solution contained in 
document E/CN.5/L.443. The text of the resolution adopted by the Comrnj.ssion reads 
as follm-rs : 
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2 (XXVI). Implementation of the Declaration on Social 
Progress and Development 

The Commission for Social Development~ 

Recommends for adoption by the Economic and Social Council the followins 
draft resolution: 

/For the text of the resolution, see chapter I, section A, draft resolution I1f. 

35. At the same meeting, on the proposal of the Chairman, the Commission decided 
to take note of the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the 
Declaration on Social Progress and Development (E/CN.5/563). 

/For the text of the decision, see chapter I, section C, decision I/. 

Consideration of the draft proposals submitted under agenda item 5 

A. Draft resolution E/CN.5/L.448 

36. At the 663rd meeting, the representative of Mongolia, also on behalf of 
Hadagascar, introduced the draft resolution (E/CN.5/L.448) entitled "Preparations 
for a new international development strategy for the third United Nations 
Development Decade" . At the same time, she orally revised the draft resolution 
by replacing, in paragraph 2, the words :'as a necessary pre-condition ensuring 11 by 
the words "as a necessary pre-condition for 11

; by revising, in paragraph 3, the 
words ;;such as colonialism, imperialism, neo-colonialism, apartheid, racial 
discrimination, aggression and foreign occupation" to read ;1such as colonialism: 
imperialism, neo-colonialism, racism, racial discrimination~ apartheid, aggression, 
occupation and foreign domination", and by inserting, in paragraph 5, the uords 
"inter alia" betvreen the words "should be designed;' and 11to promote". 

37. A number of representatives expressed their support for the draft resolution, 
and stressed that facts such as neo- colonialism, aggression and apartheid, mentioned 
in the draft resolution, reflected the current situation in the world, and indicated 
some of the major political and economic obstacles to social development. The 
draft resolution was in line ''~ith the thinking of most Governments as to the basic 
thrust of a new international development strategy and corresponded to the mandate 
of the Commission whose role was to underline the relationship between economic, 
political and social factors. One representative emphasized that the Commission, 
being the social conscience of the world, should look at the truth from every side 
and not hesitate proclaiming this truth, ho't-1ever uncomfortable such truth may be for 
some States. 

38. Several other representatives, however, expressed the view that the draft 
resolution did not correspond to the mandate given to the Commission by the 
General Assembly in resolution 33/48. Social aspects of development and of the 
new international development strategy were not reflected in the draft resolution. 
They stated that national priorities could be considered from the viewpoint of 
Governments and from the viewpoint of the people concerned. The draft resolution 
reflected the political concerns of Governments and not the real needs of people. 
One representative said that smal l developin~ countries had no interest in 
participating in the over-all struggle on disarmament and detente. However, another 
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representative stressed the vital importance of these issues for all countries, 
both developing and developed, small and large. Some representatives indicated 
their difficulties with the wording of some of the preambular paragraphs. It was 
also pointed out that a number of issues figuring in the draft resolution had been 
debated at length in the General Assembly and that the consensus on those issues 
was reflected in the language used in General Assembly resolution 33/193 on 
preparations for an international development strategy for the third United Nations 
development decade. 

39. Most representatives stressed their desire to reach a consensus; the 
complementarity of the draft resolution sponsored by Madagascar and Mongolia and 
of the revised draft decision in E/CN.5/L.452/Rev.l was noted and stressed by 
several representatives. (For the consideration by the Commission of revised 
draft decision E/CN.5/L.452/Rev.l, see paras. 51 to 76 below.) 

40. At the 665th meeting , the representative of the United States of America 
orally proposed amendments to the draft resolution in E/C1L 5/L. 448 -vrhich read as 
follo-vrs : 

(a) In paragraph 1, the words "consistent with the principles of international 
law;' would be added at the end ; 

(b) In paragraph 2, the words "as a necessary pre-condition for 11 would be 
replaced by the words 11 is vitally important for" ; and 

(c) In paragraph 3, the words "constitutes a prerequisite for" would be 
replaced by the words 11 is vitally important for". 

41. At the same meeting, the representative of France proposed that the words 
" in respecting their international obligations 0 be added at the end of paragraph 1. 

42. The amendments proposed in parap,raphs 40 and 41 above were not accepted by 
the sponsors, and the representatives of France and the United States of America 
did not press for a vote on their proposed amendments. 

43. At the 666th meeting, following an explanation of vote before the vote by the 
representative of Lesotho - who stated that while her delegation would vote in 
favour of the draft resolution, her delegation had some reservations on the draft 
resolution as it did not fully cover the social aspects of development - the 
Commission adopted the draft resolution in E/CN.5/L.448, as orally revised, by a 
roll-call vote of 16 to none, with 6 abstentions. The voting was as follows : 

In favour : 

Against: 

Chad, Chile, Cyprus, Ecuador, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Lesotho, 
Mongolia , Nicaragua, Norway, Philippines, Poland, Romania, Turkey, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. ~ 

None. 

~ Following the vote, the representatives of the Dominican Republic and of Togo 
stated that had they been present at the time of the vote, their delegations would 
have voted in favour of the draft resolution in E/CN.5/L.448. 
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Abstaining: Denmark, France, Italy, Netherlands, United Kin8dcn of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America. 

44. Statements in explanation of vote after the vote were made by the 
r epr esentatives of France (on behalf of the States members of the Co&mission which 
ar e members of the European Economic Community) and the United States of America. 

45. The representative of France regretted that it had been impossible to reach a 
consensus on the draft resolution . Since a vote had been requested, they had 
abstained for the reasons elaborated during the consideration of the draft 
r esolution . 

46. The representative of the United States of America also regretted the failure 
to r each a consensus on the draft resolution. Her delegation had abstained 
particularly because paragraph 1 did not include the words i:consistent w·ith the 
principles of international law11

• 

4 7. The t ext of the resolution adopted by the Commission reads as follovrs : 

11 (XXVI). Preparations for a new international development strategy 
for the third United Nations development decade 

The Commission for Social Development, 

Recommend$ to the Economic and Social Council the adoption of the follovling 
draft resolution : 

/For the text of the draft resolution , see chapter I, section A, draft 
-resolution XIi/. 

48; At the 669th meeting, the representative of Mongolia proposed that the 
Commission decide to transmit to the Preparatory Committee for the Nevr 
International Development Strategy the text of resolution 11 (XXVI) entitled 
"Preparations for a new international development strategy for the third United 
Nations Development Decade", as well as the summary of the discussion held in the 
Commission on agenda item 5, entitled nRevievr and appraisal of social progress and 
pr eparation for a ne1·r international development strategy11

• 

49. At the same meeting, followinG an exchange of views , the Commission decided 
to transmit to the Preparatory Committee for the New International Development 
Strategy the chapter of its report concerning item 5 of its agenda, including 
the draft resolution recommended for adoption by the Economic and Social Council 

' (for the text of the decision, see chap. II, decision XIV). 

B. Consideration of the draft decision in E/CN.5/L.452 

50 . At the 663rd meeting, the representative of Norway, on behalf of Denmark , 
Finland, 5/ Norway and Sw·eden, 5/ introduced the draft decision (E/CN. 5/L . 452) 
entitled nRecommendations of the Commission for Social Development to the 

2/ In accordance with rule 69 of the rules of procedure. 
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Pr eparatory Committee for the New· International Development Strategy, pursuant 
t o paragraph 8 of General Assembly resolution 33/48 of 14 December 1978 on world 
social development :: . The draft decision read as follows: 

11RECOM~iJENDATIONS OF 'rHE COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT TO 
THE PREPARATORY COMl'.UTTEE FOR THE NE1!l INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY, PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 8 OF GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 33/48 OF 14 DECEMBER 1978 ON 1-TORLD SOCIAL 

DEVELOPMENT 

"The Commission for Social Development, in accordance with the requests 
contained in paragraph 8 of General Assembly resolution 33/48 and in 
paragraph 4 of General Assembly resolution 31/193, decides to transmit its 
recommendations to the Preparatory Committee for the Ne•r International 
Development Strategy. 

111. The need for healthy social development is the distinctive problem that 
confronts the international economy in the third development decade. 
Previously the Governments of the world were often a little too exclusively 
concerned with the question of the over-all rate of growth of national income, 
the rate of capital format ion required for the postulated growth rate, and the 
broad division of the total investment among different sectors. 

17 2. In certain developing countries, development efforts are hampered either 
by actual colonialization or by the legacy of a colonial culture and 
administrative system Yrhich therefore need to be swept aside in the interest 
of healthy social development. 

11 3. Even Yrhen the planners came to realize the importance of ensuring that 
the benefits of development should accrue to the poorest and the most 
disadvantaged sections of society, this objective 1vas difficult if not 
impossible to attain through a centralized and bureaucratic administration 
which Yras largely unsuitable for that special task. The ne"lv international 
development strategy for the third United Nations Development Decade must 
accept this challenge and help evolve methods suited to the circumstances 
of each country, so that those for whom the benefits of development are meant , 
and particularly the hitherto deprived sections of society, may participate 
purposefully in the decision- making process as well as the implementation of 
the plans and projects for economic and social development. The needed 
reorganization of the administrative system, evolution of neYT institutional 
forms and decentralization of initiative and control should become, for each 
country in its own way, an essential component of the new development strategy. 
This is essential if development is to result in the well-being of the 
population as a Yrhole. Also needed for the same purpose is a reorientation of 
the system of education and of research on appropriate technology so that 
people are enabled, through voluntary and co-operative efforts, to make the 
best use of locally availabl e resources for the improvement of their material 
and social existence. 

11 4. The implementation of a New International Economic Order implies 
restructuring the world economy. Such restructuring will enable developing 
countries to achieve their development objectives. The development process 
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involves international and national factors as \'Tell as economic and social 
elements which are closely interrelated. Economic, social and cultu~al 
progress requires more resources and a more rational dist ribution of these 
resources on the international and national levels. 

"5. The Declaration on Social Progress and Development, contained in General 
As sembly resolution 2542 (XXIV) of ll December 1969 constitutes the comnilln 
platform for national and international action in the field of social 
development. Its basic postulates have been reaffirmed and incorporated in 
many subsequent documents - among others in the strategy for the current 
decade. 

"6. A number of socio-economic development objectives were adopted or 
reaffirmed by the international community during the 1970s, such as the 
elimination of hunger and malnutrition by the year 1985, full employment by 
the year 2000, the eradication of illiteracy by the end of the 1980s, safe and 
adequate water supplies by 1990, 74 years of life expectancy in all countries 
by the year 2000, the full integration of women in political, economic and 
civic affairs, and health for all by the year 2000. 

"7. Although some progress has been achieved- e.g., a s light increase in 
per capita income - living conditions in various parts of the world are still 
marked by striking contrasts. As noted in the 1978 Report on the Horld Social 
Situation however, the social situation in developing countries remains 
dist urbinr, : 'RouGh estimates sugr,est that approximately 40 "~"'er cent of the t.rrowinp; 
labour force of all developin~ countries was unemployed or under~nployed 
around 1975. Even the countries that ex~erienced a fairly rood pace 
of economic gro1~h and some progress in levels of living have continued to face 
acute problems of unemployment and underemployment, accelerated urbanization, 
poverty in rural areas, slums in cities and lack of access to basic social 
services for large numbers of people.' Moreover, various forms of social 
unrest which find expression in violence, criminality, alcoholism and drug 
abuse, and erosion of individual and collective values are manifest 
particularly in urbanized and industrialized societies. 

"8. These examples of the slow rate of implementing the Declaration on Social 
Progress and Development and the equally disappointing progress made towards 
realizing the various social development objectives adopted or reaffirmed in 
the 1970s underline the need to strengthen the social elements in the new 
international development strategy for the 1980s. Notwithstanding the fact 
that the achievements in the 1970s cannot yet be fully and accurately assessed, 
the realization of the stated goals depends upon a significant acceleration 
of efforts at both national and international levels. 

11 9. In presenting the social elements of the international development 
strategy the integrated and cross-sectoral nature of social development should 
be clearly brought out, since it has obvious policy implications. Examples of 
how social development cuts across traditional sectoral boundaries are the new 
signals for the establishment of primary health care and current thinking on 
education. 

"10. The new international development strategy must acknowledge the importance 
of dissemination of information and mobilization of popular support in the 
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continui ng efforts to realize development goals. Information and popular 
support are in effect necessary prerequisites of social participation at all 
l evels, not only at the national but at the community level as well. The 
mobilization of the population should be encouraged by Governments through 
material and technical support . Without popular participation all devel opment 
achievements will become short- lived gains. Development presupposes s oc i al 
consciousness and individual sharing of joint responsibility. The i mport ant 
role of the Co-operative Hovement and other voluntary organizations of.the 
weaker section of society in this connexion should be reflected in the new· 
international development strategy. Human resources should be fully uti l i zed 
through equal opportunities and active participation of all elements of society 
in achieving the common goals of development. Particularly important is t he 
full integration of women and youth in development. Thi~ should be 
unequivocally emphasized in the new international development strategy . 

nll. Transformation of a society requires intensified technical co- operation 
not only between developed and developing countries but also between 
developing countries themselves. Professional competence is as import ant 
in social as in economic policy but the transplanting of successful 
experiences poses complex problems. Co-operation can involve a r ange of 
initiatives from the single exchange of experience to the organization of joint 
projects and joint research activities. The international machinery should 
help in identifying similarity of problems as between different countries and 
hence suitable areas for such co-operation, e.g., by undertaking and/or 
promoting relevant research. 

;'12. The process of development can never be entirely free from fri ction and 
conflicts . In view of the great diversity of conditions in different 
countries, the desirable paths of development also differ from country to 
country. Continuous study of alternative courses of social development and 
methods of conflict resolution within nations should greatly assist each 
country to choose its own course, in the light of growing and systematized 
knowledge in these areas . I ntensified research efforts on these sub jects ar e 
therefore i mperative in the new international development strategy . 

1!13. Rapid social progress of developing countries presupposes substantial ly 
increased international and bilateral financial and/or technical support of 
national development efforts. The services that can be rendered developing 
countries by international and bilateral agencies in the way of planning and 
implementation of social development are already considerable. It is , however , 
important to adapt these services according to new knowledge gathered. The 
services should be rendered within the framew·ork of the development plans of 
developing countries. 

"14 . The currently available statistics on social development have many gaps 
and short-comings. Generally, little empirical information is available on t he 
social impact of major social development measures and the distribution of the 
benefits of economic grov~h among different population groups. Co~tries 
should enhance their efforts in the area of statistics and seek to i mprove the 
data base. National household capability surveys , carried out on a continuous 
and integrated ba.sis and focusing on the individual and the household , can 
provide important quantitative information on economic, social and demographic 
conditions, and changes therein , for the entire population and the special 
groups within it, including the most disadvantaged groups such as the rural 
poor. 
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"15. In addressing the problem of social development it is necessary to 
recognize that attention in the past has frequently been focused on problems 
concerning primarily the so-called special groups, e.g., the elderly. In the 
new international development strategy care must be taken to give adequate 
attention to the broad aspects of development in, for example, the fields of 
health, education and employment, where the distinction between economic 
and social approaches is to a considerable extent artificial, i.e., where 
the two approaches merely lay stress on different dimensions of the same 
problem. \-Te should acknowledge that economic expansion and social 
transformation are integral elements of the same development process where 
single policy intervention will have limited effects. 

"16. Among the problems to be tackled in the new international development 
strategy are continuing rural-urban imbalances and the need for measures 
directed towards the lowest income groups. 

"17. The ne'\-T international development strategy should encourage the recording 
and exchange of experience in formulating and executing social development 
policies on a continuous and regular basis, with the purpose of identifying 
successful policy measures and planning procedures. Therefore, the Commission 
on Social Development itself should include a review of the social aspects of 
the strategy as a permanent item in its agenda for the 1980s, with a view 
tmvards the transmission of its conclusions to the body responsible for 
reviewing the implementation of the strategy and its adaptation to changing 
circumstances. The Commission should also request the Preparatory Committee 
to include provision for a review, appraisal and possible adaptation of the 
social development aspects of the strategy. 

"18. The Commission should further request the Secretary-General to ensure that 
all elements of the United Nations Secretariat involved with the analysis or 
measurement of social progress direct their work towards contributing to the 
new international development strategy and its future implementation and also 
contribute to the review of social development by the Commission. 11 

51. At the 666th meeting, the representative of Norway, on behalf of the sponsors, 
now joined by Bolivia, Chile, India, Indonesia, Lesotho, the Netherlands and the 
Philippines, introduced a revised text of the draft decision. 

52. A number of representatives indicated their support for the revised draft 
decision. The text could of course be improved, but nevertheless, they stated, 
it represented a valuable contribution by the Commission to the work of the 
Preparatory Committee for the New International Development Strategy. It had the 
limited but relevant objective of drawing attention to such elements as popular 
participation and the organization of the weaker sections of the population \vhich 
were of crucial importance for the development process during the coming decade. 
It also pointed out the need to achieve a proper balance between the cities and 
the countryside, as well as the need to foster international co-operation on a 
proper adaptation of technology to the requirements and particular problems of 
developing countries. The view was expressed that the Commission would lose its 
raison d'~tre if such a message could not be conveyed to the Preparatory Committee. 
It was stressed that the r evised draft decision '\-Tas not proposing an over-all 
framework for the new strategy ; rather, it had the more appropriate objective of 
emphasizing a few guidelines corresponding to specific issues of social development. 
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53. Other representatives and observers expressed the vie,., that the draft decision 
did not either reflect or prejudge the position of the Group of 77 as a whole on 
the ne'\oT strategy and reserved the right to present their· views at the meetings of 
the Preparatory Committee. Even :tf accepted, the text of the revised draft 
decision should not be considered as a final one. The establishment of the Nevr 
International Economic Order was a pre-condition to social development and that 
interrelationship was insufficiently emphasized in the revised draft decision. 

54. Some representatives indicated their disagreement with the underlying 
conception of development reflected in the text. They pointed out that major 
political and economic obstacles to social development vrere not mentioned, and that 
the need for structural reforms in developing countries and for fundamental changes 
in international economic relations were not sufficiently stressed. The problems 
of developed countries, mentioned in the text, did not apply to societies with 
socialist structures. The revised draft decision did not fully reflect the range 
of objectives embodied in the Decl aration on Social Progress and Development. 
Further, the revised draft contained some generalizations which were unacceptable 
and clearly inapplicable to the socialist countries. Moreover, the text of the 
revised draft decision w·as too complicated and too long. It 'tofas difficult to see 
the message it conveyed. 

55. At the 668th meeting, the representative of Hungary proposed that no action be 
taken on the revised draft decision, but instead the Commission should recommend 
to the Economic and Social Council that the text of the revised draft decision 
in E/CN.5/L.452/Rev.l be transmitted to Governments for their comments. 

56. Following a proce~ural debate at•the same meeting, the representative of 
Hungary proposed, under paragraph 2 of rule 65 of the rules of procedure ~ that no 
decision be taken on the revised draft decision in E/CN.5/L.452/Rev.l. 

57. The proposal by Hungary was rejected by 17 votes to 6, ~,rith 3 abstentions. 

58. At the same meeting, the Comn1ission adopted the revised draft decision in 
E/CN.5/L.452/Rev.l by a roll-call vote of 20 to none, with 6 abstentions. The 
voting was as follm-rs : 

In favour: Chad, Chile, Cyprus, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador , France, 
India~ Indonesia, Italy, Lesotho, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Norway, 
Philippines , Romania, Togo, Turkey~ United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America. 6/ 

Against : None. 

Abstaining : Hungary, Iraq, Madagascar, Mongolia, Poland, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics. 

6! At the 669th meeting, the representative of Bolivia stated that had he been 
present at the time of the vote, his delegation vTOuld have voted in favour of the 
revised draft decision in E/CN.5/L.452/Rev.l . 
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59. Statements in explanation of vote after the vote were made by the 
representatives of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United States of 
America, Ecuador and Romania. 

60 . The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics said that 
paragraph 1 of the revised draft decision contained a generalization which 1-ms 
unacceptable, and in its present wording the paragraph was clearly inapplicable t o 
the socialist countries. It should be clearly indicated that the basic objective 
of social progress and development in the 1980s should be a constant and steady 
improvement in the material and spiritual well-being of all members of society, the 
imp~ovement of their living and working conditions, and the comprehensive 
development of educational, health and culture on the basis of dynamic and well­
balanced economic gro1rth. A formulation along those lines of the ultimate 
objective of social progress and development was found in the Declaration on Social 
Progress and Development and also i!l the International De:velo:,unc:nt Stra.tP rr:-r fnr the 
Second United Nations Development Decade ; there was no doubt about its timeliness, 
universality and acceptability. 

61. Paragraphs 2 and 3 of the revised draft text of the "Recommendations rv contained 
a debatable argument about the unsuitability of ncentralized administration 11 for 
ensuring that the "benefits of development should accrue to the poorest s ections of 
society11

• Centralization and planning vrere important instruments for pro•noting 
socio-economic development, enhancing the well-being of the people and ensuring a 
just distribution of national income. Democratic ce~tralism ensured the broad 
participation of the working people and public organizations in the formulation 
and implementation of development plans. 

62. 11Reorganization of the administrative system, evolution of new institutional 
forms and decentralization of initiative and control 11 proposed in paragraph 3 of 
the revised draft vrould not solve the problems which should be faced. The 
realization of far- reaching and progressive socio-economic changes, including 
industrialization and the development of the State sector in industry, progressive 
agrarian reforms and co- operation in agriculture, the introduction of State-wide 
planning and the adoption of progressive legislation, the effective mobilization 
of internal resources ~ the just distribution of national income and the 
development of free education, health services and social security were of crucial 
significance in ensuring social proc;ress and development and improving the vrell­
being of the broad masses of the people. These principles had found expression in 
the Declaration on Social Progress and Development, the International Development 
Strategy for the current d,ecade, the Statement on the "Torld Social Situation in 
the First Half of the Second United Nations Development Decade, adopted at the 
twenty- fourth session of the Commission for Social Development, and other documents. 
They should constitute an important part of the new development strategy. 

63. The modest attempt made in paragraph 4 of the revised draft to indicate some 
of the obstacles to social progress and development in developing countries did not 
give the full picture. The new development strategy should be designed to 
eliminate the basic obstacles blocking the developing countries' way to social 
progress and development. Colonialism, imperialism, neo-colonialism, interference 
in internal affairs, apartheid, racial discrimination and all forms of foreign 
aggression and occupation, the elimination of these obstacles was an essential 
condition for the social progress of peoples. 
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64. By way of developing the correct idea so modestly and briefly expressed in 
paragraph 5 of the r evised draft, it was necessary to stress the close 
interrelationship between social progress and development, on the one hand, and 
the strengthening of peace, the consolidation of security, the curbing of the arms 
race, the reduction of mil itary expenditure, disarmament and the intensification 
and expansion of the process of lessenin~ international tension, on the other. 
The enormous sums which were unproductively expended on the arms race could be a 
major source of additional resources to accelerate social progress and development. 
In that connexion, the new development strategy should provide for States 
possessing major economic and military potential to reduce their military budgets 
by fixed amounts and allocate 10 per cent of the resources made available by those 
reductions to increasing a id to developing countries for the purpose of social 
progress and development. 

65. He said that the Third Unit e d l'lations Development Decade ran the risk of 
repeating the unfortunate experience of the two preceding Decades - the results of 
which, in respect of promoting social progress and development in the developing 
countries, were generally recognized to be insignificant - unless steps were taken 
to bring about a radical restructurinr, of existing international economic relations 
on a democratic, just and equal basis. He said that it should be more clearly 
stated in paragraph 6 that one of the main goals of the new development strategy 
should be to implement the progressive postulates of the Declaration and Pror,ramme 
of Action on the Establishment of a :a ew International Economic Order, and of the 
Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, and the basic principles of those 
documents must be at the basis of the new· strategy. 

66. His delegation could not agree "'i th the last sentence of paragraph 7. The 
international development strategy for the current decade did not in fact 
concentrate on social goals and. did not contain a social component. 

67. Paragraph 8 of the revised draft did not contain any recommendations; at the 
same time, it contained generalizations which were unacceptable. In the light of 
the data contained in the Report on the 1-iorld Social Situation and in the statement 
made by his delegation under agenda item 5, the contents of paragraph 8 of the 
revised draft could not be appli e d to the Soviet Union and other socialist 
countries. 

68. The argument put forward in paragraph 9 of the revised draft to support the 
correct statement concerning the need to strengthen the social elements in the new 
international development strategy contained a similar unacceptable generalization. 

69. Paragraph 10 of the revised draft, in addition to a reference to the 
interrelation of the economic, social and cultural factors of development, contained 
reneYTed suggestion of the concept of "basic needs", which was rejected by the 
majority of States at the last session of the United Nations General Assembly. 

70. He said that in paragraph 12, a full list of the basic socio-economic problems 
confronting the developin~ countries should be added, rather than limiting the 
scope of the comprehensive approach to the development only of such sectors as 
health, education and employment. 

71. Paragraph 13 of the revised draft contained an inco~plete and rather one-sided 
discussion .of the important question of the participation of the broad masses of 
the population in socio-economic development. The broad participation of the 
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population in attaining the goals of social progress and development could be 
ensured by affording to all members of society a broad range of social and economic 
right s guaranteed by the State and by national legislation. These included above 
all, such important socio-economic ri ghts as the right to work; the right to 
leisure, the right to health care, the right to social security in old age and in 
the case of illness, total or partial disability or loss of the breadwinner; the 
right to housing, the right to education; the right to the enjoyment of cultural 
achievements, and so forth. The involvement of the population and public 
organizations in the administration of the State and the training of national 
personnel were also of great importance. 

72. The argument contained in paragraph 16 of the revised draft was also 
debatable. Although it might be recognized that foreign investment had some 
si gnificance for development on condition that the laws of the receiving country 
vrere r espected and there was strict State control over the use of such investment, 
excessive emphasis on external factors should be avoided when formulating the new 
strategy. The effective mobilization and the more active use of internal resources 
was a guarantee of the accelerated socio-economic development of any country. 

73. The representative of the United States of America, welcomed the adoption 
of the revised draft decision and stated that it accomplished the most basic 
task that confronted the Commission. The revised draft constituted a clear 
message to the Preparatory Committee and to the rest of the United Nations system 
that social development \vas an integral, vital aspect of development and should be 
consciously planned, implemented and monitored as part of the new international 
development strategy. Social development had joined the mainstream of United 
Nations work on development. Her Government accepted the evolving concept of a 
new international e ccnomic order, in which far reaching changes were and would 
continue to take place in the world economic system. Further, her Government 
concurred that changes made in the international economic system should facilitate 
the efforts of developing countries to achieve their development objectives. 
However, such changes could not be expected to achieve development objectives by 
themselves. Her Government shared the view that there 1vere many different desirable 
paths to development . 

74. The representative of Ecuador regretted that the revised draft decision did 
not place sufficient emphasis on development as an integrated process in >·Thich 
economic goals were achieved in terms of objectives of social transformation 
which gave the population a greater share in the benefit of development. Further, 
the revised draft did not give insufficient emphasis to the importance of integrated 
rural development, as well as to the priority to be given to popular participation 
and organization in the efforts to achieve development goals. 

75. The representative of Romania regretted that a consensus could not be 
reached on both texts, namely the draft resolution in E/CN.5/L.448 and the revised 
draft decision in E/CN.5/L.452/Rev.l. The recommendations contained in the 
revised draft decision were to be considered as lirough material 11 sent to the 
Preparatory Committee. He reserved the right of his delegation to express its 
views at the Preparatory Committee. 

-43-



76. The text of the decision adopted by the Commission reads as follows: 

Decision XIII. Recommendations of the Commission for Social Development 
to the Preparatory Committee for the New International 
Development Strategy, pursuant to paragraph 8 of General 
Assembly resolution 33/48 

fior the t ext of the decision, see chapter II, decis i on XI:I.:_/ 

Documentation submitted under agenda item 5 

77. At the 669th meeting , the Commission decided to take note of the 1978 Report 
on the \'lorld Social Situation. 

Lfnr the text of the decision, see ctapter I, ~ection C, decision XV~/ 
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IV. SOCIAL POLICY A.l'i]'D THE DISTRIBUTION OF NATIONAL INCOME; RURAL 
DEVELOPHEN'l'; UNIFIED APPROACH TO DEVELOP! !lENT ANALYSIS AND 
PLANNING; HOBILIZATION OF NATIOIIAL RESOURCES FOR PUP.POSES 
OF SOCIAL PROGRESS AND DEVELOPlffiNT; NATIONAL EXPERIENCE IN 
ACHIEVING FA."R-REACHi rTG SOCIAL AND ECONOHIC CHANGES FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF SOCIAL PROGRESS 

78. In accordance vrith the decision taken at its 648th meeting, on 
21 February 1979, the Commission considered concurrently agenda items 6, 7, 8, 
9 and 10 at its 657th to 660th and 663rd to 666th meetings, on 28 February and 
1, 2 and 6 to 8 Narch 1979. 

79. For its consideration .of those items the Commission had before it the following 
documents: a note by the Secretary-General on the effects of inflation on low­
income groups (E/CN.5/570); the report of the Secretary-General on distribution 
of income: trends and policies (E/1978/29); the report of the Secretary-General 
on integrated rural development: approaches and issues (E/CN.5/571); the report 
of the Secretary-General on the role of locally based organizations in the 
implementation of land reforms (E/CN.5/569) ; the report of the Secretary-General 
on the social consequences of the green revolution (E/CN.5/567); a note by the 
Secretary-General containing a progress report on the activities of the interagency 
task force on integrated rural development (E/CN. 5/560); the report of the 
Secretary-General on the application by Governments of a unified approach to 
development analysis and planning (E/CN.5/566); the report of the Secretary-General 
on national experience in achieving far-reaching social and economic changes for 
the purpose of social progress (E/1978/19 and .Add.l), and the report of the 
Secretary-General on national experience in promoting the co-operative movement 
(E/1978/15 and Corr.l-2). 

80. The representative of the Department of International Economic and Social 
Affairs, in introducing the items, noted first that the lack of appropriate data 
had seriously hampered the analysis of trends in the distribution of national 
income. Yet it appeared that there was no clear relationship between levels of 
economic development and patterns of income distribution. Also, the rate of 
economic growth was not closely related to the degree of inequality in the 
distribution of income. A fast and sustained economic growth did not automatically 
generate a vrorsening of income distribution. In explaining patterns of 
distribution, social structures, access to pm,rer and socio-economic policies seemed 
to be more decisive factors than the level or rate of economic gro,nh. Similarly, 
it would seem that the effects of inflation '"ere also of a societal nature. 
Particular social groups, including the poorest, vrere not always directly hit by 
inflation. On rural development issues (item 7), the representative of the 
Department noted that the current renewed concern with that issue was a reflection 
of the impact of high population growth and low rural productivity on rural living 
conditions. He further stressed that in most countries great importance was 
attached in rural development policies to the strengthening of rural institutions 
and the widening and improvement of agricultural and non-agricultural employment, 
as well as to agrarian reform and the integration of agricultural and industrial 
development. On items 8 and 10, the Commission was informed that documents 
E/1978/15 and Add.l and E/CN.5/566 had been prepared on the basis of replies by 
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national Governments to notes verbales of the Secretary-General. I·To monographs had 
been received by the Secretariat for inclusion in the documentation f or item 9 . 

81. The representative of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian 
Affairs introduced the reports of the Secretary-General on the role of locally 
based organizations in the implementation of land reforms ( E/CN.5/569) and on the 
social consequences of the green revolution (E/CN.5/567). He stated that land 
reform constituted a major -vray of mobilizing rural people and resources for 
increased agricultural production. To bring about such mobilization many countries 
had sought the participation of the people by means of locally based organizations 
such as co-operatives, community development organizations, rural vmrke rs' 
organizationa and local authorities. Their effectiveness varied with the 
conditions and policies in each country. The exchange of experience and technical 
co-operation among countries -vmuld greatly help in the planning and impl ementation 
of land reform. The 11 green revolution:1 had often led to a further concentration of 
the mmership of capital and land in the hands of large-scale farmers and 
entrepreneurs in service industries, a concentration of investments in s elect are as, 
a further increase of machinery in the processes of production, a dis s olution of 
older farming systems, a greater inequality in the distribution of income and the 
marginalization of a large number of persons in rural areas. Certain corrective 
measures that had been implemented included the formation and adaptation of rural 
institutions to favour small farmers, the creation of other employment opportunities 
in areas not accommodating the new· technology, the promotion of organization among 
cultivators, for example in the form of co-operative societies, and national 
strategies for integrated rural development. 

82. A number of representatives recognized the importance of an equitable 
distribution of income in social and economic development and expressed the vie1v 
that policies to evolve greater equity in the distribution of income should comprise 
a part of the international development strategy for the 1980s. It was stated that 
ensuring major and far-reaching interests of people, and promoting the well-being 
of the population were the central tasks of a new development strategy. 
Implementation of those tasks in an historically short period was possible only 
through the realization of deep, far-reaching and progressive socio-economic changes 
and the involvement of the entire population, including youth and 1vomen, into the 
development process. Host representatives expressed their deep concern about 
existing gross inequities in some countries in the distribution of income and 
access to services and emphasized the importance of examining and resolving the 
complex problems involved in reducing such inequities. Some representatives 
stressed the fact that policies to further economic grovrth were compatible with 
policies to promote greater equity.. Experience in a number of countries had 
demonstrated that such compatibility >·ras possible. It was observed that the 
problem of income distribution should be considered in close connexion with such 
factors as the role of the State in that field, the policy in the area of 
employment and vrages, ownership of means of production, participation of the 
population in distribution of national income, and public sources of consumption. 
Some delegations noted that public o-vmership of means of production played a 
decisive role in providing an equitable distribution of national income. Another 
representative stressed the importance of first creating incomes, before they could 
be redistributed. On the other hand several representatives pointed to the 
experience in their countries, vrhere the establishment of greater equity in the 
distribution of income based on the socio-economic policy of the Government had 
been accompanied by a steady increase in the income of society as a whole. I·1any 
representatives stated that economic growth operating in those countries had not 
really meant an improvement in the living conditions of the majority of the 
population. 
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83. The role of the Government in the transfer o.r r c ::.;onn:es .t'! "vlll higher to lower 
income levels and in the efficient use of public consumption funds was considered 
?f primary importance. Policies such as progressive taxation, price policies, 
collective bargaining and employment -vrere shmm to have been very powerful in the 
experience of several countries. It w-as suggested that the 1-Tage structure should 
be seen as consisting of hro parts, the cash payment received as an emolument for 
1vork performed and the "social wage " consisting of the social services provided 
by the Government. In the developing countries , more attention might be devoted 
to the social wage of the poorest sectors, as the elimination of mass poverty -vras 
of prime concern. Expenditure on education Has considered as an instrument for 
enabling people to participate more actively and efficiently in their social and 
economic environment. One representative stated that extreme poverty caused 
irreparable damage to the physical and moral development of children. Therefore, 
specific intervention pr ogrammes for the benefit of the very poor were indispensable. 

84. Several repres entatives expressed support for further efforts by the 
Secretariat to study problems in income distribution, especially the effect of 
various social policy instruments and the access by the poor to social services. 
One representative suggested that the Commission should turn its attention to 
distilling feasible, top-priority projects and to indicating a division of labour 
among agencies working in that field. This view was shared by another 
representative, who suggested that case studies on the effectiveness of measures 
to accomplish an equitable distribution of income might usefully be undertaken in 
various countries. On the subject of the effects of inflation on low-income groups, 
several representatives r eferr ed to recent problems that their countries had 
encountered in that re gard and stressed the negative effect of inflation 
accompanied by slmv economic grmrth and a high level of unemployment on the 
economic situation of working people in most developed and developing countries. 
One representative pointed out that 1vhile the effects on the very poorest sectors 
of the population were small they were most serious for thos e just above that level. 
Another representative called upon the Commission to express itself on the need to 
protect the incomes of 1wrkers from the ravages of inflation and to include a 
separate item on that subject in the agenda for its next session. 

85. A number of representatives strongly emphasized the role of rural development 
in promoting social development and the importance of fo rmulating appropriate 
policies and integrated programmes for rural development. The depth of poverty in 
rural living conditions and the variety of constraints on rural development were 
stressed. One representative observed that the development of organized industrial 
and service sectors in urban areas l ed to the collapse of traditional rural 
industries and services, resulting in migration to cit ies and hi gh urban 
unemployment. Other representatives pointed to inadequate infrastructure, the poor 
adaptation of technology and the maldistribution of education and health services 
as some of the major obstacles encountered in implementing rural development. 

86 . Several repres entatives observed that rural poverty had increased despite 
increased production during the green r evolution . One representative stated that 
the report on the social consequences of the green revolution (E/CN.5/567) over­
emphasized the ne gative impact of the green revolution and underestimated its 
beneficial consequences. Describing their national experience , several 
representatives stated that rural development was a central component of their 
national development strategies. One representative observed that the goals of 
rural and agricultural development were quite distinct and disagreed moreover with 

-47-



the proposition, expounded in the document on integrated rural development 
(E/CN.5 / 57l), that t he success of rural development lare;ely depends on the growth 
of urban demand for rural goods and on the acceleration of urban production. 
According to t hat represent ative , integrated rural development, i·Thich in his 
country vras a means of achieving the socio-economic and cultural transformation 
of rural subsistence economies, could not be an adjunct to industrial development. 
Other representatives noted the grovring disparities bebreen high population e;rowth 
and rural employment opportunities and stressed the importance of increasing rural 
productivity and improving and diversifying both agricultural and non-agricultural 
employment in rural development policies. It was also noted that improvements in 
basic services, including agricultural extension roads, uater supply and control, 
the emergence of agro-industries and the development and strengthening of 
institutions, Her e all essential elements in programmes of rural development. Such 
act ivities should result i n the establishment of a ne-vr balance in the rural e conomy 
and the development of medium-sized touns in place of massive urban conglomerations. 
Several representatives pointed t o the importance of decentralizing administrative 
authority to enable the participation of t he rural population in development 
activities. The role of Homen was especially emphasized in the activities of the 
rural populations. Ther e \vas agreement that integrate d rural development programmes 
must be formulated >-ri thin the context of over-all development strategies. 

87. A number of representatives noted the progress made in the interagency 
experi ment in rural development. One repres entative observed that the experimental 
exercise might be extended to incl ude other countries with a different experience 
in rural development, in particular one involving fundamental structural reforms. 
It \vas r e affirmed that international assistance for rural development should 
respond directly to national priorities and local conditions in each country. 
One repre sentative noted that the technical co-operation programmes in rural 
development undertaken in conjunction ;vith his Government stressed programmes and 
proj ects that led to increased incomes. 

88 . The repres entative of t he Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations ( FAO) made a statement on the views of FAO on rural development and its 
uork in that field. The technical problems of agriculture, which were central to 
FAO's efforts, ue r e increas i ngly interrelated ivith the social problems of rural 
communities. The FAO r epresentative informed the Commission of preparations for 
the Horld Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development, to be held from 
12 to 20 July 1979. 

89 . The representative of the Vlorld Food Council pointed out that the Declaration 
on Social Progress and Development, adopted in 1969 (see General Assembly 
resolution 2542 ( XXIV)), had referred to the elimination of hunger as a fundamental 
objective of development. 'l'hat vras also a major theme of the Horld Food Conference 
held in 1974. Ten years later, in spite of some progress, food production still 
remained insuffici ent to meet the needs of the world population. Approximately 
half a bi llion people uere suffering from hunger and malnutrition. The essential 
task of t he lvorld Food Council 1.ras to stimulate government action to solve that 
problem. 

90 . On the item entitled "Unified approach to development analysis and planning", 
s everal representatives described their countries' experiences with that approach. 
It >ms observed that the introduction and strengthening of a unified approach to 
development analysis and planning gave a positive impact on the social and economic 
development of many countries. Some r epresentatives stated that a unified approach 
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requi rPd long-term s ocial targets and a certain priority as compared 1·rith the 
economi c goals which should serve as an instrument for realization of social 
objectives. One r epresentative pointed to the broad range of statistical and oth r 
analytical information that was necessary to undertake a unified approach to 
development planning. Such information uas still hard to come by in all developing 
countries. Therefore, a methodology of planning vras required that closely 
connected the economic and social e lements. In order to develop the kind of 
information that 1vas necessary, the work of the Commission 1-rould need to be closely 
co-ordinated with that of the Statistical Commission. Another representative 
suggested that the unified approach to development analysis and planning should 
be included in the agenda of United ?lations bodies dealing w·ith economic and social 
matters and that the Secretariat should prepare a document on w-orld experience in 
complex social planning for use by countries. 

91. It "'.as observed that the effective mobilization and utilization of all internal 
resources available was one of the major components of far-reaching social and 
economic changes for the purpose of social and economic progress and development of 
every country. Several representatives pointed out that the sovereign right of 
every country to use its national resources freely 1-1a.s a necessary prerequisite to 
mobilization of national resources. One representative expressed the hope that the 
Commission 1-rould consider at its next session national experience in mobilizinc; 
national resources for purposes of social progress and development, since no 
monographs on the subject had been received for the current session. 

92. On national experience in achieving far-reaching social and economic changes 
for the purpose of social progress, several representatives informed the Commission 
of their experience in that regard. An observer pointed out the importance in his 
country of replacing private ownership of the means of production by social property 
for that purpose. A representative noted the importance of establishing social 
structures that did not permit exploitation. Another noted that the report of the 
Secretary-General (E/1978/19 and Add.l) stressed factors that could be quantified 
at the expense of those not quantifiable. Still another suggested that the 
Commission return to the subject at its next session and noted that the Secretariat 
had not followed a mandate for organizing regional and interregional seminars on 
the subject. 

Consideration of the draft proposal submitted under agenda item 6 

93. At the 663rd meeting, the representative of the Netherlands, on behalf of 
Cyprus, Denmark, India, Indonesia, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, introduced a draft resolution (E/CH.5/L.445) entitled 
"Social policy and income distribution 17

• 

94. At the 666th meeting, the representative of the Netherlands, on behalf of the 
sponsors, orally r evised the draft resolution by: 

( a ) Adding a new second preambular paragraph, reading as follows: 

11 Re calling also the Declaration on Social Progress and Development 
containe d in General Assembly resolution 2542 (XXIV) of 11 December 1969, 
the Declaration and Programme of Action on the Establishment of a Ne1·r 
International Economic Order contained in General Assembly resolutions 
3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 Hay 1974, and the Charter of Economic Rights 
and Duties of States, contained in General Assembly resolution 3281 (XXIX ) of 
12 December 1974, 11

; 
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(b) Adding a new fifth preambular paragraph, reading as follows: 

"Being also concerned about adverse effects of inflation on low-income 
groups of the population, 11

; and 

(c) Inserting, in the operative paragraph, the words "mitigating the adverse 
effects of inflation and for" bet ween the words "for" and 11the benefit of" . 

95. Following the oral revisions, the representative of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland stated that his delegation could no longer 
co-sponsor the draft resolution, as orally revised. 

96. At the same meeting, the Commission adopted the draft resolution in 
E/CN.5/L.445, as orally revised. The text of the draft resolution adopted by the 
Commission reads as follows: 

10 (XXVI). Social policy and income distribution 

The Commission for Social Development, 

Recommends to the Economic and Social Council the adoption of the following 
draft resolution: 

/For the text of the draft resolution, see chapter I, section A, draft 
resolution XIII~/ 

97. At the same meeting , on the proposal of the Chairman, the Commission decided 
to take note of the note by the Secretary-General on the effects of inflation on 
low-income groups (E/CN.5/570). 

/For the text of the decision adopted by the Commission, see chapter I, 
section c, decision IX~/ 

Documentation submitted under agenda item 7 

98. At the 666th meeting, on the proposal of the Chairman, the Commission decided 
to take note of the report of the Secretary-General on integrated rural development -
approaches and issues (E/CN.5/571) ; the report of the Secretary-General on the role 
of locally based organizations in the implementation of land reforms (E/CN.5/569 
and Corr.l (English only)); the report of the Secretary-General on social 
consequences of the green revolution (E/CN.5/567) ; and the note by the Secretary­
General on poverty-oriented rural development; progress report on the work of the 
interagency task force on rural development (E/CN.5/560). 

[For the text of the decision, see chapter I, section C, decision X~ 

Consideration of the draft proposal submitted under agenda i t em 8 

99. At the 663rd meeting, the representative Of Ecuador, on behalf of Bolivia, 
Chile, Ecuador, France, India, Indonesia and Nicaragua, introduced the draft 
resolution (E/CN. 5/1.450) entitled 11 Continuation of the work of integrated 
development and intensification of training in that field". 

100. At the 665th meeting, t he draft resolution was orally revised by the sponsors 
by the addition of a new paragraph 2, which reads as follows: 
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"2. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a report on world experience in 
the field of integrated social and economic planning which could be recommended 
to Governments of interested States for application at the national l evel, and 
to present that report for consideration by the Com~ission at its twenty-seventh 
session." 

101 . At the same meeting, the Commission adopted the draft resolution in 
E/CN.5/L.450, as orally revised. The text of the resolution adopted by the 
Commission reads as follow·s: 

9 (XXVI). Continuation of the -vrork of integrated development 
and intensification of training in that field 

The Commission for Social Development, 

Recommends that the Economic and Social Council adopt the follow·ing draft 
resolution: 

/For the text of the draft resolution, see chapter I, section A, draft 
resol~tion XII~ 

102. At the same meeting, on the proposal of the Chairman, the Commission decided 
to take note of the report of the Secretary-General on the application by 
Governments of a unified approach to development analysis and planning (E/CN.5/566 ). 

/For the text of the decision adopted by the Commission, see chapter I, 
section c, decision VII~/ 
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V. YOUTH IN THE CONTEMPORARY '\rlORLD 

103. The Commission considered item ll of its agenda at its 66lst to 663rd 
meetings on 5 and 6 March 1979. For the consideration of the item, the Commission 
had before it the progress report of the Secretary-General on the establishment of 
a co-operative arrangement among youth research and information centres 
(E/CN.5/559) and the report of the Secretary-General on the measures taken to 
implement the Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of the Ideals of Peace, 
Mutual Respect and Understanding between Peoples and on the present and future role 
and the participation of youth in the development and nation-building process, as 
well as in the promotion of international co-operation and understanding 
(E/CN.5/575). The Commission also had before it the report of the Secretary­
General on channels of communication with youth and youth organizations (A/33/261) 
to facilitate its discussion on the recommendations for the further development of 
the guidelines for improvement of channels of communication between the United 
Nations and youth and youth organizations. The Commission's attention was drawn, 
in a note by the Secretariat (E/CN.5/L.438), to General Assembly resolution 33/6 
of 3 November 1978, on channels of communication with youth and youth organizations. 

104. In her introductory statement, the representative of the Social Development 
Branch of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs stated that 
in order to achieve greater participation of young people in the activities of 
nations and of the United Nations, and in particular those of a developmental 
nature, the United Nations had been seeking ways and means to strengthen the 
development of constructive activities of a practical nature at the national, 
regional and international levels. That work had covered, as reflected in the 
documentation before the Commission, implementation of guidelines for improvement 
of channels of communication between the United Nations and youth and youth 
organizations, the establishment of a co-operative arrangement among national and 
regional youth research and information centres, and ways of increasing the 
participation of youth in development activities. She noted that one of the 
Commission 's tasks, in that connexion, would be the formation of appropriate 
recommendations for the further development of guidelines for the improvement of 
channels of communication as requested by the General Assembly in resolution 32/135 
of 16 December 1977. 

105. In the ensuing debate, several representatives stressed the importance of 
improving channels of communication between the United Nations and youth and youth 
organizations, on the basis of further consultations with Governments, regional 
commissions and international youth organizations, in accordance with General 
Assembly resolution 33/6, and the dissemination of information in the process of 
increasing youth participation. Some representatives suggested that the United 
Nations should expand its co-operation with major international youth 
organizations. In this context reference was made to the need for the 
implementation of relevant resolutions of the General Assembly, particularly 
resolution 33/7 on the International Youth Year. Emphasis was placed on the 
importance of mobilizing efforts at the local, national, regional and international 
levels in order to promote t he best educational, professional and living conditions 
for youn~ people to ensure their active participation in the over-all development 
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of society and to encourage the preparation of new national and local policies and 
programmes in accordance with each country's experience. Several representatives 
drew attention to the need to channel the energies, enthusiasm and creative 
abilities of youth to important international tasks, such as the preservation of 
world peace and security, strengthening detente, promoting disarmament, the 
struggle against all obstacles to the economic and social progress of peoples as 
defined in General Assembly resolution 33/48 on world social development, the 
promotion of international co-operation and understanding and the implementation 
of the New International Economic Order. It was emphasized that youth should be 
fully aware of its responsibilities in national and international life. 

106. Several representatives drew attention to the importance of properly defining 
youth participation and commented that a concrete concept of youth participation 
should be established to avoid the possibility of youth's being exploited. Most 
representatives agreed that the question of youth participation in development 
could not be dealt with separately from other major social issues. Since youth is 
part of every society, and should be a full member of society, the problems of 
youth are actually the problems of every society as a whole. It was observed that 
the problems of youth should be solved mainly at the national level. 

107. Several proposals were made concerning ways to tackle the problems of youth, 
including the strengthening of the family structure and the fulfilment of youth 
needs and aspirations through equal opportunity to education, vocational training, 
participation in sports activities, the decentralization of production activities 
in order to reverse the trend towards population concentration, increased 
opportunities for employment, literacy campaigns and the promotion of relevant 
educational systems at national and regional levels. 

108. Some representatives said that the activities of the United Nations in the 
field of youth should proceed along the lines of the work on the promotion of the 
ideals of peace, disarmament, detente, mutual respect and understanding between 
peoples, the principles of the United Nations Charter and General Assembly 
resolution 33/73 on the Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life in 
Peace. Several representatives expressed regret that only 24 Member States had 
replied to the Secretary-General's note verbale requesting information on the 
present and future role of youth in the development and nation-building process, 
as well as on the promotion of international co-operation and understanding. In 
connexion with the forthcoming observance of the International Youth Year, it was 
observed that, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 33/7, the discussion 
on the programme of observance of the Year would be continued with due account 
being paid to the most important and vital problems facing contemporary youth. It 
was stated that preparations for the International Youth Year should be conducted 
on a wide basis and in close co-operation with authoritative and progressive 
international organizations of youth. It was noted that the political component 
of the International Youth Year should include problems of real interest to the 
young generation, such as peace and security, disarmament, solidarity with national 
liberation movements, establishment of the New International Economic Order and 
rights of youth. It was also observed that the International Youth Year should be 
conducted mostly on the national and regional levels. 

Consideration of the draft proposal submitted under agenda item ll 

109. At 
Cyprus, 
Romania 

the 66lst meeting, the representative of Romania, on behalf of Bolivia, 
Ecuador, India, Lesotho, Madagascar, the Netherlands, the Philippines, 

and Turkey, introduced the draft resolution (E/CN.5/L.442) entitled 
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"Youth in the contemporary world" . Indonesia later joined in sponsoring the 
draft resolution. 

110. At the 663rd meeting , the representative of Romania, on behalf of the 
sponsors, orally revised paragraph 3 of the draft resolution by replacing the t ext, 
which read as follows : 

"3. Requests the Secretary-General to formulate concrete proposals 
for the improvement of the channels of communications between the Unit ed 
Nations and youth and youth organizations, on the basis of comments 
received from Member States and regional commissions in response to 
General Assembly resolution 32/135 of 16 December 1977, in order to give 
effect to the guidelines on this subject" 

by the following: 

11 3. Requests the Secretary-General to continue consultations with 
Member States, regional commissions and the non-governmental organizations 
concerned, on the improvement of the channels of communication between the 
United Nations and relevant specialized agencies on the one hand, and 
national and international youth organizations on the other hand, in order 
to implement the provisions of General Assembly resolution 33/6 of 
3 November 1978". 

111. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and l'Jorthern Ireland joined 1n sponsorin £1; 
the draft resolution, as orally revised. 

112 . At the same meeting, the Commission adopted the draft resolution in 
E/CN.5/L. 442 , as orally revised. The t ext of the resolution adopted by the 
Commission reads as follm·rs: 

(XXVI ). Youth _in the contemporary _yorld 

The Commission for Soc~al Development, 

Recommends to the Economic and Social Council the adoption of the following 
draft resolution: 

/For the text of the dra ft resolution, see chapter I, section A, draft 
resolution III~ 

Documentation submitted under age~da item ll 

113. At the 663rd meeting, on the proposal of the Chairman, the Commission decided 
to take note of the report of the Secretary-General on measures taken to implement 
the Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect 
and Understanding between Peoples and on the present and future role and the 
participation of youth in the development an0 nation-building process as well as 
the promotion of international co- operation and understandin ,cr (E/CN. 5/575), and the 
progress report of the Secretary-General on the establishment of a co-operative 
arrangement among youth : research and information centres (:C/CH. 5/559). 

/For the text of the decision, see chapter I, section C, decision II~ 
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VI. CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL 

114. The Commission considered item 12 of its agenda, entitled ;;Crime prevention 
and control" at its 65lst, 652nd ~ 663rd and 665th meetings on 22 and 23 February 
and 6 and 7 March 1979. For its consideration of the item, the Commission had 
before it the report of the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control on its 
fifth session (E/CN.5/558) and a note by the Secretary-General on the functions 
and long-term programme of work of the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control 
(E/CN.5/576). 

115. Following an introductory statement by the Assistant Director-in-Charge of the 
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch of the Centre for Social Development 
and Humanitarian Affairs, Department of International Economic and Social Affairs, 
a number of representatives emphasized the importance of crime prevention and 
control in view of its interrelation with all other aspects of economic and social 
development and the high cost imposed by excessive levels of crime. 

116. Several representatives expressed concern about increasine crime problems in 
both developing and developed countries which threatened to undermine development 
and impair the quality of life. It was noted that rapid, unplanned 
industrialization and urbanization, accompanied by a loosening of family and 
community ties, dysfunctional economic systems, growin~ unemployment, social 
injustice and deprivation, unsatisfactory education, violent behavioural models 
fostered by the mass media and the general climate of contemporary societies 
contributed to the escalation of crime in many parts of the world. The relation 
between alcoholism and criminality was noted. Some representatives pointed out 
that the problem of crime was so multifaceted and pervasive as to require not only 
direct and specific, but also wide-ranging, indirect measures involving every 
segment of the population. In that connexion, a number of representatives 
described the measures recently taken in their countries to institute effective 
preventive strategies and to deal with offenders. 

117. It was noted by some representatives that while the primary responsibility 
for dealing with criminality rested with Governments as a matter of national 
sovereignty, there were certain kinds of crime that cut across national frontiers 
and required international action. Crime had increasingly internationalized 
itself, involving perpetrators, resources and forms of organization in various 
countries: only collaborative action could deal with those forms of crime, 
which included terrorism, economic crimes, drug traffic and the like. Some 
representatives emphasized that while the forms ~nd extent of criminality were 
related to national values and legal and cultural traditions, there were certain 
common features that could profit from a broader focus. vfuile crime prevention 
and criminal justice policies could not be transplanted to differine socio-economic 
contexts, the experiences of other countries could be of great interest to 
nations wishing to adapt them to their own setting, and some central reservoir 
of such experience and knowledge was necessary. Approaches noted by some 
representatives as having proved successful in certain countries included 
integrated planning for crime prevention related to over-all national planning, 
the involvement of the population at large in the fight against crime, and 
compensation to victims of crime. It was mentioned that joint study and action 
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had been undertaken by certain groups of countries that held problems in common, 
such as offences related to alcohol abuse. The need for international co-operation 
was stressed in that perspective, particularly in the exchange of national 
experience and information and in the provision of e;uiding standards or principles 
for dealing with crime and offenders effectively and humanely . It was r e iterated 
by several representatives that the United Nations had a crucial role to play 
in that field, especially since there was no other international agency fulfilling 
it. One representative noted that the main task of the United Nations in this 
respect was the organization of international co-operation, assisting States in 
the exchange of experience in the field of crime prevention, and development of 
recommendations on methods and ways of preventing crime. He emphasized that 
specific measures taken tovrards the prevention and control of crime lay w·ithin 
the competence of the corresponding governmental bodies and vras an internal 
matter of sovereign States. 

118. In cons ide ring the Commit tee's functions and long-term programme of vrork, 
in pursuance of General Assembly resolution 32/60, entitled 11Crime prevention 
and control 11

, a number of representatives commended the Committee 's work and the 
contribution of the crime prevention and criminal justice activities of the 
United Nations as a whole. Common ground had been found in the immense 
diversity of national experience in that area and progress in international 
co-operation and understanding maintained. The Committee had provided some new 
thinkine; in a difficult area and made practical suggestions. It vras noted by 
some representatives that much had been achieved in spite of the limited resources 
and small staff of the United Nations programme in that field, and suggested 
that greater priority should be given to that United Nations activity, with 
resources commensurate to the need. However, some concern was expressed by 
one representative about the feasibility of some of the Committee's recommendations, 
in view of the existins constraints. It was noted by some representatives 
that the Committee should provide continuing guidance in the execution of the work 
programme of the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch, and its agenda 
structured so that its del iberations would yield the most productive results. 
The additional functions of the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control as a 
preparatory committee for the congresses on the prevention of crime and the 
treatment of offenders was welcomed by some representatives , though they 
emphasized that its role should not be limited to that function . 

119. Hith specific reference to the request for recommendations on the 
Committee's functions and. long-term programme of work in pursuance of General 
Assembly resolution 32/60 , one representative suggested that the main functions of 
the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control should be as follows : 

(a) Preparing the United Nations congresses on the prevention of crime and 
the treatment of offenders to consider and facilitate the introduction of more 
effective methods and ~ays of preventing crime and improvine; the treatment of 
offenders; 

(b) Considering and submitting to congresses, for their approval programmes 
of international co-operation by States in preventing offences on the basis of 
principles of sovereign equality and non-interference by States in the internal 
affairs of other States ; 

(c) Promoting exchanges of experience gained by States in the field of 
crime prevention and the treatment of offenders ; 
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(d) Discussing major academic and professional problems of co-operation by 
States in this field, particularly those relating to the prospect of eradication 
of crime; 

(e) Co-ordinatin~ the activities of United Nations bodies in matters 
concerned with crime control and the treatment of offenders; 

(f) Elaborating and submitting findings and recommendations to the 
Secretary-General and to United Nations bodies. 

120. Some representatives supported the suggestions and in the view of several 
representatives, that required a stren~thening of the Committee, requirin~ more 
equitable geographical representation and a better spread of professional 
expertise, enlarging the Committee to a membership of 23. Some representatives 
noted the extensive list of Hember States who had submitted nominations for the 
Committee on Crime Prevention and Control, to be elected by the Economic and 
Social Council at its first regular session, 1979. 

121. However, it was pointed out by one representative that the enlargement of 
the Committee would not by itself solve all problems. Other representatives 
noted that the Economic and Social Council, in dealing with the restructuring 
of the social and economic sectors of the United Nations and in rationalizing 
its subsidiary machinery, was to consider ways of ensuring the further improvement 
of United Nations activities in the field of crime prevention and control, 
in pursuance of General Assembly resolution 32/60. 

122. Some representatives emphasized the need to strengthen the United Nations 
institutes on crime prevention and the treatment of offenders, in particular 
expanding their research programmes, and endorsed the establishment of an 
institute for Africa south of the Sahara, as called for by the Committee on 
Crime Prevention and Control. 

123. A number of representatives referred to the preparations for the Sixth 
United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders 
and noted, with appreciation, the 'wrk done so far by the Committee acting as 
a preparatory committee for the Congress, pursuant to General Assembly resolution 
32/60, and by the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch, in serving as the 
Congress secretariat. However, it was pointed out that the transfer of the 
Branch away from Headquarters one year before the Congress should not negatively 
influence preparations for the Congress. It was requested by some representatives 
that the Secretary-General consider retaining the Branch at Headquarters 
until after the Congress. However, it was also pointed out by some 
representatives that the decision of the General Assembly regarding the transfer 
of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs should be respected 
and that the Commission did not have the authority to review· decisions of the 
General Assembly. 

124. Several representatives emphasized that everything possible should be done 
to ensure the success of the Congress, which <muld bring together national 
delegations and other eminent experts in the field for the exchange of information 
and the formulation of policy options. In that connexion, it was noted by one 
representative that the rules of procedure, as drafted by the Committee at its 
fifth session, were not to be dealt with by the Commission, but he expressed the 
wish that the Economic and Social Council , when examining draft rules 59 and 60, 
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should take into consideration the time-honoured practice of admitting individual 
participants and experts/consultants, even if without a vote, and of securing the 
representation of non-governmental organizations. 

125. 1/Jhile expressing, in principle, their approval of the three draft resolutions 
contained in the report of the Committee, several representatives reserved the 
right to speak after the introduction of further draft pro~sals concerned with 
the functions and long-term programme of work of the Committee on Crime Prevention 
and Control and with other relevant matters. 

Consideration of the draft proposals submitted under agenda item 12 

126. At its 663rd meeting, the representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, on behalf of Bolivia , Cyprus, Ecuador, Hungary, Lesotho, Madagascar, 
Mongolia, Poland and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, introduced the draft 
resolution ( E/CN. 5 /L. 449) enti t1ed '1Functions and long-term programme of 
work of the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control n . At the same time, he 
orally revised the draft resolution by replacing, in paragraph 3, the word 
"adopt '' by the word 11take ': . 

127. At the 665th meeting, the representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics further orally revised the draft resolution by deleting paragraph 1, 
which read : 

"1. Approves the report of the Social Committee on the functions and 
long-term programme of work of the United Nations Committee on Crime 
Prevention and Control '' . 

128. At the same meeting, the Commission adopted the draft resolution in 
E/CN.5/L.449, as orally revised. The text of the resolution adopted by the 
Commission reads as follows: 

8 (XXVI). Functions and long-term programme of work of 
the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control 

The Commission for Social Development, 

Recommends to the Economic and Social Council the adoption of the following 
draft resolution : 

/For the text of the draft resolution, see chapter I, section A, draft 
resolution VIII~ 

129. After the adoption of the draft resolution, statements vrere made by the 
representatives of the United States of America and the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland. 

130. The representative of the United States of America, while welcoming the 
provisions of the resolution which sought to determine the functions of the 
Committee on Crime Prevention and Control, reserved his delegation's position on 
those portions that appeared to call for expansion of the activities of the 
Committee. The last preambular paragraph "recognizing the co-ordinating and 
organizing role '' of the Committee in fact bestowed a role on the Committee which 
it did not have. That function presently rested with the Economic and Social 
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Council. For the same reasons, he expressed a reservation on paragraph l (c). 
There was no document or policy of any United Nations organization that specified, 
recognized or recommended a co-ordinating and organizing role for the Committee 
other than document E/CN.5/576, prepared for the Commission, informing that the 
Committee on Crime Prevention and Control itself had recommended that it be given 
that role. General Assembly resolution 32/60 cited in the resolution adopted 
called upon the Committee only to prepare for United Nations congresses on crime 
prevention and the treatment of offenders. Further, the Economic and Social 
Council vras asked to consider the question of crime prevention and control with a 
view to further co-ordination of the activities of the United Nations in that field. 
Accordingly, it vas essential to study the full implications of this resolution. 

131. 'I'he representative of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland said that his delegation had voted in favour of the draft resolution because 
for the first time terms of reference and objectives for the Committee on Crime 
Prevention and Control had been set out in reasonably clear terms. However, the 
draft resolution emanating from the debate on agenda item 12 posed problems in terms 
of the co-ordinating role of the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control. The 
supreme co-ordinating committee was and should be the Economic and Social Council. 
Secondly, an estimate of future expenditure by the Corr~ittee on Crime Frevention 
and Control <ras an imperative, but it was not reasonable to request an immediate 
detailed estimate. His delegation was convinced that both those problems could be 
resolved when the draft resolution was debated in the Economic and Social Council. 
Therefore, his delegation wished to reserve its position on the co-ordinating role 
of the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control and also on any financial 
implications implied in the draft resolution. 

132. At the same meeting, the Commission considered draft resolutions I to III 
recommended for adoption and submission to the Economic and Social Council for 
its consideration by the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control in chapter I of 
the report on its fifth session (E/CIL5/558). 

133. Follmving a statement by the Secretary of the Commission on the programme 
budget implications of draft resolutions I and II - the drafts had no financial 
implications to the regular programme budget as financial support would have to come 
from extrabudgetary contributions - the Commission adopted the three draft 
resolutions and decided to submit them to the Economic and Social Council for its 
consideration. 

LFor the texts of the draft resolutions, see chapter I, section A, draft 
resolutions IX, X and XI~/ 

Documentation submitted under agenda item 12 

134. At the 665th meeting, on the proposal of the Chairman, the Commission decided 
to take note of the report of the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control on its 
fifth session (E/CN.5/558) and of the note by the Secretary-General on the 
functions and long-term programme of work of the Committee on Crime Prevention and 
Control (E/CN.5/576). 

LFor the text of the decision, see chapter I, section C, decision VIII~ 
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VII. HELFARE OF MIGRANT WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES ; SITUATION 
OF CHI LDREN; QUESTIOlJ OF THE ELDERLY AND THE AGED; 
POSITION OF DISABLED PERSONS IN THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS 
AND THEIR INTEGRATIOn I!iTO THB COMMUNI TY 

135. In accordance with the decision taken at its 648th meeting, on 21 February 
1979, the Commission cons i dered concurrently agenda items 13, 14, 15 and 16, 
entitled , respectively, "Helfare of migrant workers and their families n, 
11Situation of children", 11Question of the elderly and the aged" and 11Position of 
disabled persons in the development process and their integration into the 
community", at its 649th to 65lst, 66lst to 664th and 666th meetings on 21 and 
22 February and 5, 6 and 8 March 1979. 

136 . For the consideration of item 13 , the Commission had before it a report of 
the Secretary-General on principles concerning migrant workers and their families, 
already embodied in international instruments adopted by United Nations 
organizations (E/CN.5/564) ; a progress report of the Secretary-General on the 
welfare of migrant workers and their families (E/CN.5/568); and a report of the 
Secretary-General on the implementation of the ILO programme of action on new 
international standards concerning migrant workers (E/CN.5/572). For the 
consideration of item 14, the Commission had before it a report of the Secretary­
General on the Draft Declaration on Social and Legal Principles relating to 
Adoption and Foster Placement of Children Nationally and Internationally 
(E/CN.5/574) and the progress report of the Secretary-General on co-ordination of 
social components for children for the International Year of the Child 
(E/CN.5 /577) . For the consideration of item 15, the Commission had before it a 
progress report of the Secretary-General on the question of the elderly and the 
aged (E/CN.5/562) ; and for the consideration of item 16, the annex to the 1978 
Report on the World Social Situat ion : summary of the measures concerning the 
implementation of the Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons 
(E/CN .5 /557/Add.2) and a progress report of the Secretary-General on the 
prevention of disability and the rehabilitation of disabled persons (E/CN.5/565). 

1 37. Several representative s emphasized the need to consider the situation of 
these social groups within a wider development framework. A humanitarian approach 
to social issues was not to be confused with either humanistic or a developmental 
approach. Social development should not be considered mer ely as the curative 
aspect of economic development. It was also noted that different societies at 
different stages of development had different needs and different priorities. For 
instance , the situation of the aged was a specific social problem in industrialized 
countries, whereas in developing countries it might not be separated from over-all 
developmental issues. 

138. Some representatives stressed the point that several aspects of social 
development affect all groups. Children, the aged, the disabled and migrant 
workers were characterized , inter alia, by a particular fragility and a strong 
sensitivity to economic changes. The requirements in dealing with the problems 
posed by those groups included a reintegration in the life of the community, 
equality of opportunities and treatment, or even, in some cases, affirmative 
action. It was pointed out that when adopting policies, it was necessary to bear 
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in mind the diversity of national circumstances - amons and within the countries 
and sometimes within the groups themselves - the interrelation between the 
measures required and the appropriate balance between national action and 
international co-operation. 'I'he need for preventive as vrell as curative measures 
was also hiBhlighted ; the prevention of social risks should be one of the elements 
of development strategy. 

Helfare of migrant workers and their families 

139. The representative of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian 
Affairs said that the report on principles concerning mi8rant workers and their 
families (E/CIIJ.5/564) referred to the action taken by the competent policy-making 
organs of the United Nations - name1y, the General Assembly, the Economic and 
Social Council, including its relevant functional commissions, the International 
Labour Organisation, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization and the 'Forld Health Organization. Arrangements for interagency 
co-operation in preparing that report had been made at the 2nd meeting of the 
Ad Hoc Interagency Group on Higrant Harkers and their Families, established under 
the auspices of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination. Since the 
information received from the regional commissions on the welfare of migrant 
workers and their families had been incomplete, a 1-ride range of outside information 
covering the period from 1975 onwards had been used in the progress report 
(E/CN.5/568). The representative of the Centre pointed out that in considering 
the welfare of migrant worlcers, it might be better in any case to emphasize actions 
taken at the national level, including relevant provisions of bilateral and 
multilateral agreements. 

140. A number of representatives welcomed the documents on the welfare of migrant 
1-rorkers and their families, which in both focus and scope met, to a great extent, 
the request made by the Economic and Social Council in resolution 1926 (LVIII) of 
6 May 1975. A number of representatives expressed their a8reement and endorsed 
the conclusions and recommendations as a whole. 

141. Most representatives expressed their concern over the various social 
problems associated with international labour migration. The urgent need for the 
establishment of premigration, reception and inte~ration services was mentioned. 
It was stressed that all countries concerned with the international migration for 
employment should be encouraged to conclude bilateral and/or multilateral 
agreements. In such cases special attention should be paid to the social welfare 
provisions for children and families. Among the most serious problems mentioned 1n 
relation to migrant workers were family reunion, education of children, 
repatriation of mi8rants and legalizing of so-called -1illegal 11 migrants. 

142. Several representatives noted that the principle of equality of treatment 
should receive general recognition, including the accessibility of the national 
network of social services to migrant workers and their families. One 
representative emphasized the need for development of comprehensive national 
policies with regard to migrant workers and their families. Another representative 
noted that the United Nations legislative bodies and specialized agencies should 
concern themselves more with preventive than remedial measures. It was stressed 
that at present even ILO instruments did not pay adequate attention to preventive 
measures. 
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143. The representative of the International Labour Organisation explained the 
\VOrk of her Organisation in respect of migrant workers, the legislative activity 
and the co- ordination func t ion at the international and regional levels. 

Situation of children 

144. In his introductory s tatement on the co-ordination of social components for 
children for the International Year of the Child, the representative of the Centre 
for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs recalled that the principal or gan 
for co-ordinating activities (including the social components) for the International 
Year of the Child was the IYC Inter-Agency Advisory Group, with menibership from the 
various United Nations agencies, as well as representatives of non-governmental 
organizations. There was some difficulty in identifying exactly what those social 
components were, but particular at tent ion was dra-vm to (a) the needs of children 
requiring special services ; (b) popular participation in programmes for children ; 
(c) the family context of children's programmes ; and (d) the training of personnel. 
The proposed medium-term plan for the period 1980-1983 included a subprogramme 
element on family and child welfare, which would serve to revive and strengthen 
the activities of the United Nations in that area. 

145. Several representatives expressed their support for the objectives of the 
International Year of the Child and the opportunity that the Year provided to 
revie-vr the situation of children and to initiate measures to promote the welfare of 
children, in the context of broader social and national development objectives. 
'I'hey described the current situation of children in their respective countries and 
the activities that their Governments had undertaken to safeguard and advance the 
condition of children. One representative noted that in her country a special 
State Commission had been set up and a plan of action had been worked out to 
implement the purposes of the International Year of the Child. The Head of State 
had addressed the young generation on the first day of the year. Another 
representative stated that his Government had recently decided to increase 
allow·ances for children on the basis of the reduction of military expenditure. 

146. Some representatives underlined the need to view child welfare services within 
the broader context of services for families and communities. It was observed that 
in some countries the State's care of children and families as well as safeguarding 
maternity and childhood had constitutional guarantees. Others st r essed the need to 
view child w·elfare and services in relation to services to other sectors of the 
population, such as the disabled and the aged. The desirability of a comprehensive 
frame>mrk for social w·elfare services was recognized, as was the need for local 
communities to be involved in the organization of child welfare services. 

147. Some representatives underlined the necessity of examining the services of 
protection of children within the much wider context of services for the family and 
the community. One representative called on the Commission to recommend to 
Governments that they devot e more attention and financial resources to national 
education, instead of to armaments. 

148. The problems of violence against children, with regard to traffic safety, 
drug addiction and delinquency, the problems of children belonging to minority 
groups and migrant families, and the challenge that those problems posed for 
designing appropriate social welfare measures were stressed by one representative. 
Another representative stressed the necessity for strengthening services for 
children with special needs, as well as for the large number of children without 
adequate access to education. 
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149. A number of representatives endorsed the desirability of emphasizing the 
social components of the activities related to children, as well as the 
strengthening and co-ordination of child and family welfare activities within the 
United Nations system, throur,h the IYC Inter-Agency Advisory Group and other 
appropriate co-ordination mechanisms. In this connexion, attention was drawn to 
international action under way in the United Nations system on the draft Convention 
on the Rights of the Child. It was observed, hov1ever, that the report of the 
Secretary-General did not answer the question as to what had exactly been done and 
would be done for co-ordination of the social components of the International Year 
of the Child programme. 

150. The representative of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian 
Affairs, in his introductory statement on the draft declaration of social and 
legal principles relating to adoption and foster placement of children, recalled 
that the Economic and Social Council in resolution 1925 (LVIII), adopted on the 
recommendation of the Commission for Social Development, had requested the 
Secretary-General to convene, subject to availability of extrabudgetary resources, 
a group of experts to prepare a draft declaration on social and legal principles 
relating to adoption and foster placement of children nationally and 
internationally, and to draft guidelines for the use of Governments in the 
implementation of those principles. Efforts had been made to secure the necessary 
extrabudgetary resources, and contributions had been received from the Governments 
of Colombia, Greece, Mauritius " Morocco, Norvmy, the Philippines, Sweden, the 
United States of America and Venezuela. The Expert Group had met from 11 to 
15 December 1978 at Geneva, and had prepared a draft declaration. 

151 . Several representatives welcomed the report of the Secretary-General containing 
the draft declaration and expressed their appreciation for the w·ork of the Expert 
Group. Some representatives expressed their ae;reement vri th the content of the 
proposed declaration of principles. Others~ however, noted that they could not 
comment on the submitted draft declaration, since the report of the Secretary­
General had not been distributed in advance. 

152. A nunfuer of representatives acknowledged the need for such an international 
instrument and expressed the hope that adoption of a declaration could contribute 
significantly to the well-bein~ of children deprived of family life. 

153. One representative noted that in his country a State Council had been 
established to monitor and regulate the procedures of international adoptions. 

154. Some representatives proposed that the guidelines requested by the Economic 
and Social Council in resolution 1925 (LVIII) be developed at a later stage. 

Question of the elderly and the aged 

155. In her introductory statement on the progress report, the representative of 
the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs indicated that the 
activities of the Secretary-General concernin~ the elderly and the aged included 
information exchange, research, seminars and workshops, technical assistance as 
well as interagency co-ordination and co-operation with non-governmental 
organizations concerned with the question. She noted that the General Assembly at 
its thirty-third session had adopted resolution 33/52, in which it decided to 
organize, in consultation with Hember States, specialized agencies and interested 
organizations, a Horld Assembly on the Elderly in 1982, as a forum to launch an 
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international action programme aimed at guaranteeing to older people economic and 
social security, as well as opportunities to contribute to their national 
development. 

156. During the ensuing discussion, many representatives provided information on 
the growing numbers and proportions of the aging in their countries and the 
policies and programmes adopted to meet the increasing needs of that group. It 
was noted that in some countries all working people had the right to receive 
pensions. The right was guaranteed by the Constitution and social security was 
entirely provided at the expense of the State without any contributions by the 
working people themselves. The State created all necessary conditions, including 
tangible incentives, to ensure the active participation of the aging in society. 
Many representatives emphasized the multidisciplinary aspect of the problem and the 
need to take into account the heterogeneity of the older sector of the population 
when planning policies and programmes in that field. It was also stressed that the 
aging should not be viewed only as a sick and infirm segment of the population but 
rather should be seen as an integral part of any society. Measures should be 
taken to ensure the continued active participation of the elderly in the family and 
in society. It was observed that the situation of the elderly and the aged was 
not a global problem from a social or family perspective. 

157. Several representatives indicated that the aging were still highly respected 
in developing countries and were taken care of within the family context. In 
addition, they were still actively involved in the affairs of the community. 

158. A number of representatives emphasized the need for prevention and for 
protection of the elderly. In addition, it was pointed out that there was a need 
for public information designed to raise the level of awareness regarding the needs 
of the elderly ; the necessity of exchanging information among countries was also 
stressed. 'Ihe practical aspects of programmes concerning the elderly and the aged 
were emphasized. A view >vas expressed of the need to extend governmental 
contributions to various systems of social security for the elderly and the aged. 

159. There was general agreement that United Nations activity in the field had been 
useful. Several representatives indicated their interest in being involved in the 
planning and implementation of the ~l]orld Assembly on the Elderly in 1982. Others, 
however, mentioned that a 'Horld Assembly on the Elderly might not be the most 
effective means of addressing that issue. Regional meetings and intensified 
activities by the specialized agencies were suggested as alternative measures. 

Position of disabled persons in the development process and 
their integration into the community 

160. In his introductory statement, the representative of the Centre for Social 
Development and Humanitarian Affairs drew the attention of the Commission to the 
conclusions and recommendations of the reports before it (E/CN.5/557/Add.2 and 
E/CN.5/565). 

161. Several representatives supported the conclusions and recommendations 
contained in the reports. As people of all ages were affected by disabilities, a 
number of representatives said that it was worth considering the responses of 
Governments to the need for integrated services for the disabled, in particular, 
home care, special transportation and better access to services and facilities. 
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162. The concept of equal opportunities, particularly in a community setting , was 
most welcome. It was stressed that social planning should include preventive 
areas - for example , the relation between traffic accidents and disability should 
be considered. It was noted that the interest expressed by a number of specialized 
agencies in the field of disability prevention and rehabilitation called for 
concerted action. The need for public information , in particular to increase 
social responsibility for the disabled at the local level, was also mentioned . 
Measures of interest to developing countries should be considered , especially those 
in favour of disabled children. Expanding rehabilitation programmes and low-cost 
biomedical devices was reearded as important. It was recognized that everything 
was costly, however, and that i t was possible for countries to choose policies that 
would help to minimize certain future costs . 

163. Some representatives stressed that humanitarian concerns should be viewed in 
the light of the position of disabled persons in the process of development and 
the realization that persons mi snt become disabled through that process itself. 
Thus, the broader social and political concerns within the developmental process 
would be achieved by eliminating the social causes of disability, such as wars, 
by organizing better prevention services and by strengthening the family position 
of disabled persons. 

164. A number of representatives described their respective national experiences 
in providing care for disabled persons, stressing in particular the free services 
provided under social security systems, as well as the orientation towards 
professional rehabilitation and employment of disabled persons. The family role 
and the role of volunteers was stressed by some representatives. 

165. A number of representatives supported the objectives of the International Year 
for Disabled Persons. However, the view -vras expressed that its programme of action 
should be realistic and inexpensive. Another view was expressed also that the 
organization of such years should not replace regular programme activities, nor 
should the priorities be reversed in order to cope with marginal considerations 
rather than the broad issue of social development. 

166. One repres entative raised the question of late contributions for document 
E/CN . 5/557/Add.2, and another representative disapproved of the way his Government' s 
reply had been summarized in the same report and insisted on making necessary 
amendments. A third representative raised a question about the f uture work of the 
Institute for Rehabilitation in Developing Countries in Teheran. 

167. The representative of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian 
Affairs replied to their questions. He stated that the Institute had been 
functioning at a reduced level for some time. At the beginning of February 1979, 
two internationally recruited professional staff of the Institute, funded by the 
United Nations Development Programme, had returned to New York for consultation 
and would remain in New York until the future of the Institute was settled . Two 
locally recruited staff members , however, had continued their work with the 
Institute in Teheran . In reply to the questions concerning document 
E/CN.5/557/Add.2, the representative stated that the Secretariat would issue an 
addendum to that document , which would contain the replies received after 
30 May 1973 from Australia , Brazil , Lebanon, Sri Lanka and Yugoslavia and which 
would incorporate the revision regarding the contribution f r om a Member Stat e not 
properly reflected in the report. 

-65-



168. The representative of the Horld Health Organization stated that the last 
meeting of the Executive Board of \fJHO, held in January 1979 at Geneva~ had been 
informed on what ~-lHO had so far done in the area of disability prevention and 
rehabilitation (including prevention of road traffic accidents). The Board had 
also been informed that an International Year for Disabled Persons was planned 
for 1981. A steering committee had been set up to deal with the Year, and contacts 
had been established in all major proc;ramme areas, and with l"ffiO regional offices , 
other orc;anizations in the United Nations system and non-governmental organizations. 

Consideration of the draft proposal submitted under agenda item 13 

169. At the 663rd meeting , the representative of Turkey on behalf of Bolivia, 
Italy, Lesotho, Norway, the Philippines and Turkey, introduced the draft 
resolution (E/CN.5/L.444) entitled 111-Telfare of migrant workers and their 
families': . Romania subsequently joined in sponsoring the draft resolution. 

170. At the 664th meeting , the Commission adopted the draft resolution in 
E/CN.5/L.444. The text of the resolution adopted by the Commission reads as 
follm·rs : 

5 (XXVI). Helf are of migrant workers and their families 

The Commission for Social Development, 

Recommends to the Economic and Social Council the adoption of the following 
draft r esolution: 

/For the text of the draft resolution, see chapter I, section A, draft 
resolution v ~l 

Documentation submitted under agenda item 13 

171. At the 664th meeting, on t he proposal of the Chairman, the Commission decided 
to take note of the report of t he Secretary-General on the implementation of the 
I nternational Labour Organisation programme of action on new international 
standards concerning migrant wor~ers (E/CN.5/572) and the report of the Secretary­
General on principles concerning migrant workers and their families already 
embodied in international instruments adopted by United Nations organizations 
(E/CN. 5/564). 

LFor the text of the decision, see chapter I, section C, decision IV~/ 

Consideration of the draft proDosal submitted under agenda item 14 

172. At the 661st meeting, the repTesentative of the Philippines , on behalf of 
Indonesia and the Philippines, introduced the draft resolution (E/CN.5/L.441) 
entitled 11Adoption and foster placement of children 11

• At the same time, she 
orally revised the draft resolution , which was subsequently issued as 
E/CN.5/L.441/Rev.l, as follows : 

(a) By addinc; a new fifth preambular paragraph , reading : 
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1'Recalling resolution 1925 (LVIII) of 6 May 1975 in which it decided 
that the Expert Group, in addition to preparing a draft declaration , should 
also draft guidelines for the use of Governments in the implementation of 
the Principles , 11

; and 

(b ) By adding a new paragraph 1, reading: 

nl . Endorses the draft Declaration on Social and Legal Principles 
relating to the Adoption and Foster Placement of Children Nationally and 
Internationally and submits it to the General Assembly for consideration at 
its thirty-fourth session ;:;. 

173 . At t he 664th meeting, following informal consultations, the representative of 
the Philippines , on behalf of the sponsors, orally revised the revised draft 
resolution in E/CN.5/L.441/Rev.l by replacing, in paragraph 1 , the vrord ~:Endorses '; 
by the vrords "Takes note of " and replacing, in paragraph 2, the words 11the report 
of the Secretary-General on the draft Declaration 1; by the words · ~the text of the 
Declaration after its adoption by the General Assembly 1

;. 

174. At the same meeting, the Commission adopted the revised draft resolution in 
E/CN.5/L . 441/Rev.l, as orally revised. The text of the resolution adopted by the 
Commission reads as follows : 

4 (XXVI). Adoption and foster placement of children 

The Commission for Social Development, 

Recommends to the Economic and Social Council the adoption of the following 
draft resolution: 

/For the text of the draft resolution, see chapter I, section A, draft 
~esolution Iv;_7 

Documentation submitted under agenda item 14 

175. At the 664th meeting, on the proposal of the Chairman, the Commission 
decided to take note of the progress report of the Secretary- General on 
co- ordination of the social components for the International Year of the Child 
( E/CN. 5/577). 

[For the text, see chapter I , section C, decision III~/ 

Documentation submitted under agenda item 15 

176. At the 666th meeting , on the proposal of the Chairman, the Commission 
decided to take note of the pror,ress report of the Secretary-General on the 
question of the elderly and the aged (E/CN.5/562). 

[For the text, see chapter I, section C, decision XII;_/ 

Consideration of the draft proposal submitted under agenda item 16 

177 . At the 661st meeting, the representative of France, on behalf of Denmark, 
France, the Netherlands, Nor>·ray, the Philippines and the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, introduced the draft resolution (E/CN.5/L.440) 
entitled nPrevention of disability 1; . 

-67-



178 . At the 662nd meeting, the representative of Poland proposed an amendment to 
paragraph 3 (e) of the draft resolution, in which the word 1other 11 1vould be 
inserted between the words 1'and in 11 and npublic places '·. The amendment vras 
accepted by the sponsors of the draft resolution. 

179. At the same meetins , the Commission adopted the draft resolution in 
E/CIL 5 /L. 440, as orally revised. The text of the resolution adopted by the 
Commission reads as follm-rs: 

1 (XXVI). Prevention of disability 

'I'he Commission for Social Development, 

Having considered the progress report of the Secretary-General on the 
prevention of disability and rehabilitation of disabled persons, l/ 

Having noted the progress achieved in the implementation of Economic and 
Social Council resolution 1921 (LVIII) of 6 May 1975, entitled "Prevention of 
disability and rehabilitation of disabled persons;,, 

Appreciating the contribution made in this field by Governments, public and 
private non-governmental or~anizations and specialized agencies, 

Recalling that the 1vork programme of the Centre for Social Development and 
Humanitarian Affairs for the biennium 1978-1979 envisages that the United Nations 
studies and surveys concerning disabled persons should lead to the preparation of 
a set of Guidelines to Governments on the development of rehabilitation proerammes 
within existing health and social services with a vievr to the integration of 
disabled persons in economic and social life, particularly in their communities, 

Recommends to the Economic and Social Council the adoption of the following 
draft resolution: 

/For the text of the draft resolution, see chapter I, section A, draft 
~esolution I_!_7 

lf E/Cl'L 5/565. 
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VIII. liEVII:H OF SOCIAL RESEATICH AND TRJ\.INING CAPABILITIES 
I I! DEVELOPH~G COUNTl\IES ~ UliiTED i'1ATIOl'1S RESEATICH 
I~JSTITUTE FOTI SOCIAL DE"VELOa1ENT 

130. 'I'he Comm.ission considered a,?;enda items l7 and l G at its 66lst, 6~2nd , G64th 
and 666t h meetinc;s from 5 to G ~1arch 1979 . 

181. For its consideration of the items , the Commission had before it a note by the 
Secretary-General on review of social research and trainin~ capabilities in 
develo }Jinr; cou.ntries ( E/CN.5/57 3 ) ~ the report of the Board of the United Nations 
HesecTcb Institute for Social Development on its activities durine; the period 
l lJovember 1976 to 31 October 197 '1 (E/CH. 5/578 and Corr.l (Russian only)) , and a 
note b j r the f.ecretary- -rTeneral on nomination of members of the Board of the United 
Nations Research Institute for Soc ial Development (I:/C;-1. 5/579). 

1 82 . . l'.e;enda item 17, entitled :.Tievieu of social research and trainin£: capabilities 
in developinG countries :;, was introduced by the representative of the Centre for 
Social Development and Humani tari~:m Affairs \vho called attention to recent trends in 
trainine: soc ial vrelfare personnel including a strong e;nphasis on preventive and 
developmental functions , close collaboration with trainine; pro grammes in related 
f ields and firmer commitment to the needs and concerns of rural development . 

l GJ . One representative indicated a concern for improving the levels of 
co--ordinat ion between the rec;ional centres for research and training >·rhich have been 
established at Hanila and Vienna and extending such co- ordination to the proposed 
centre in Tripoli and expressed the desire that the Vienna Centre should become more 
i nvolved in the activities of the related countries. 

l Glr . Another representative , in identifying t1.ro issues , stated that the Centres 
should pln.ce more emphasis on education and training for designine; social 1:elfare 
and social development projects includine; identifying alternative courses of acti on) 
choosing amonc: them, principles of technical , administration and financial 
manac:ement , report inc; and evaluation. Also , traininp; should prepare e;rass --· roots 
\TOrkers to most effectively promote and carry out activities involving popular 
particil)ation. 

185 . Hr . IIohamed Di awara, Chairman of the Board of the United nations Research 
Institute for Social Development, 1rho introduced a genda i tern 18 ~ informed the 
Commission of the importc:mt chane;es in personnel and the programrr1es of l·rork that had 
tab~en place since the tuenty~ fifth session of the Commission. The Institute had 
initiated a series of research projects on the subject of popular participation in 
the process of development. In its ;rork, the Institute had continued to collaborate 
uith research institutes in developing countries and vras intensifying that 
collaboration. He broucht to the attention of the Commission the fact that the 
fina ncial resources of the Institute needed to be replenished by an amount exceeding 
')850, 000 for the current year. He appealed to the industrialized countries tha t did 
not currently contribute to the resources of the Institute and to developing 
countries that mostly stood to benefit from the research work of the Institute to 
help the Institute out of its desperate financial situation. 
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106 . The Director of the Institute elaborated on the current Hork pror.;ramme of the 
Institute anc. informed the Conrrnission of its progress. Those programmes were being 
carried out in consultation and collaboration with other organizations in the United 
Nation_s sy stem engaged in similar work. He emphasized the need for focusing the 
attention of the Institute on a fevr themes in social development in view of the 
resources then available. He also informed the Commission of a nevr fellmvship 
programme under which scholars, particularly those fro•-,1. developing countries, could 
uork at the Institute on problems of interest to them that were supportive of the 
Institute;s research programme. 

107 . One representative stron;;ly cornnended the direction, content and management of 
t~1e programmes of the Institute. Several representatives expressed their hi ,~h 

appreciation of the initiative of the Institute in seeking the collaboration of 
reses.rch institutions in developing countries in carrying out its work. Another 
delec;ation requested an improvement in the dissemination of the research work of 
tbe Institute. Several representatives supported the request for increased 
resources :for the Institute and one representative announced that his Government 
liou~cl continue to support indi vi duel projects , as its procedures did not otherwise 
permit contributions. 

1 88. One representative stressed the need for the Institute to undertake research 
Hork vrhich uould be in support o:f an international straters for the 1980s pursuant 
to its adoption. Another representative indicated the desirability of the Institute 
continuin~ to define its role and contribution as a research institution through the 
definition of the direction of its research pro.~ra..mmes. He welcomed efforts already 
under 1-ray to that end as reflected in the report on the item before the Commission. 

Documentation submitted under ap;enda item 17 

189. At the 666th meeting , on the proposal of the Chairman ; the Commission decided 
to take note of the note by the Secretary-General on a revie-vr of social research and 
training capabilities in developing countries (E/Cl'J.5/573). 

/f!or the text of the decision, see chapter I, section C, decision XI_J 

Consideration of the draft proposals sub~itte~~_under a~enda item 18 

190. At the 664th meeting , the representative of India introduced the draft 
resolution (E/CN.5/L.453) entitled "United Nations Research Institute for Social 
Development '' . Subsequently , Chile, Ecuador , Hungary, Indonesia, Lesotho, Non-ray , 
the Philippines, Romanic::. and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland joined in sponsoring the draft resolution. 

191. At the 666th meeting, the Commission adopted the Cl..raft resolution in 
E/CN.5/L.453. The text of the resolution adopted by the Cowaission reads as 
follous: 

12 (~~I) . United Nations Research Institute for 
Social Development 

TI1e Commission for Social Development, 

Recom.rnends to the Economic and Social Council the adoption of the follovTine; 
draft resolution : 

!For the text of the draft resolution, see chapter I, section A, draft 
- resolution XV~/ 
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192. At the 664th meeting , the Commission d ecided to nominate , for confirmation 
by the Economic and Social Council , the follmving candidates for the six vacancies 
on the Board of the United Nations Research Institute for Social Development: 

For a term of office of four years from 1 July 1979 to 30 June 1983 : 

Achola Pala Okeyo (Kenya) ; Vera Nyitrai (Hungary) ; Euguene B. Skolnikoff 
(United States of America); Paul -Marc Henry (France) andK. JIT . Raj (India). 

For a term of office of an additional two years from 1 July 1979 to 30 June 1981: 

Rudolfo Stavenhagen (Mexico) . 

L!or the text of the decision , see chapter I , section B, decision VI~/ 
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IX. PROGR.AII'iME OBJECTIVES FOR THE MEDIUM-TERM PLAN 1980-1983 
AND PROGRESS REPORT FOR 1977-1978 

193. The Commission considered agenda item 19 at its 660th, 66lst , 663rd and 664th 
meetings, on 2, and 5 to 7 March 1979. 

194. To assist it in its deliberations, the Commission had before it the following 
documents : a note by the Secretary-General indicating the programme objectives for 
the medium-term plan, 1980-1983 and presenting a progress report for 1977-1978 
(E/CN.5/580 and Corr.l) and an informal note by the Secretariat giving extracts 
from the proposed medium-term plan for the period 1980-1983 (A/33/6) with respect 
to activities pertaining to development issues and policies (chap. 13) and to 
social development and humanitarian affairs (chap. 27, revised) of the Department 
of International Economic and Social Affairs, as well as relevant extracts from 
the prograrr®e on development issues and policies of the Department of Technical 
Co-operation for Development (chap. 13). The Commission also had before it a 
statement submitted by the International Association of Schools of Social Hork, 
a non-governmental organization in category II consultative status •lith the 
Economic and Social Council (E/CN.5/NG0/127). 

195. In his opening remarks, the Assistant Secretary-General for Programme Planning 
and Co - ordination described the responsibilities of his Office in connexion w·ith 
the preparation of the programme aspects of the draft medium-term plans and 
programme budgets and co-ordination with the organizations of the United nations 
system on joint planning and programming. He said that the programme budget for 
the biennium 1980-1981 ~~s in the process of being finalized and that the medium­
term plan for the period 1982-1985 would be prepared during the last quarter of 
1979. 

196. He also drew· the attention of the Commission in connexion •lith the programme 
objectives for 1980-1983, to the decision taken by the Council at its fifty-fourth 
session, in which it instructed functional commissions and standing committees to 
state their programme objectives so that the Secretary-General could examine and 
elaborate the most effective and economical means of achieving the objectives in 
question and make appropriate recommendations in the biennial programme budgets 
and medium- term plans. He suggested that it was important for the Commission to 
review the programme objectives with a vie-vr to making an input into the 1980-1981 
programme budget which would be based on those objectives and on the detailed 
subprogrammes appearing in chapter 13 and revised chapter 27 of the draft medium­
term plan, 1980-1983. Moreover, he emphasized that, because of the Commission's 
two-year cycle of meetings, it 1vould not have another chance to provide guidance in 
the social development area, as the next medium-term plan v1as scheduled · to be 
approved by the General Assembly in 1980, before the Commission's next session in 
1981. 

197. General remarks on the programme included the pressing need to set priorities, 
particularly in the area of income distribution as a valid indicator of the 
effective implementation of social justice and to adjust the balance between the 
social and humanitarian aspects of the programme. It was observed that the 
activities of the United Nations in the field of social development should not be 
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restricted to consideration of problems of particular groups of society but should 
be focused on consideration of the fundamental problems connected with the 
implementation of the progressive goals and principles of the Declaration on 
Social Progress and Development. Some delegations also felt that the programme, 
while stressing the integration of particular groups in society, should also take 
account of the Hider societal problems such as illiteracy, poverty, and problems 
faced by rural populations in order to find the type of solutions that would 
benefit the society as a whole. 

198. Several delegations noted the importance of the preparations for a nevr 
international development strategy and hoped that social goals would be given due 
prominence in the strategy. 

199. Specific comments were made in relation to subprogramme 4, "Social integration 
policies ;; and subprogramme 5 11Social welfare policies 11

, which were thought to be 
very closely related , it was felt that the two subprogrammes could perhaps be 
integrated . 

200. Some delegations held the vievr that the programme neglected the very important 
area of 'i·Tomen and development and indicated some aspects of women's programmes at 
the national level that reflected that progress was being made. A number of 
representatives considered that more emphasis could have been paid to the problems 
of youth and the elderly. 

201. With regard to the text of chapter 27, 11Social development and humanitarian 
affairs 11

, a number of representatives stated that the revised text of subprogrammes 
4, 5 and 6 appearing in the informal note by the Secretariat did not reflect the 
views of those delegations as they had presented them in the Committee for 
Programme and Co-ordination or in the Council at its resumed second regular 
session, 1978. Moreover, they suggested that the text required further revision 
by the Secretariat. The desire was expressed that, in the medium- term plan, 
1980-1983, and in the relevant sections, primary attention should be given to the 
question of participation by broad strata of the population in social and economic 
development and to radical social and economic changes which served the interests 
of the entire population. On the other hand, the view was also expressed that, 
since there was no clear consensus on the content of the programme either in the 
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination or in the Council, the revised text did 
represent an acceptable compromise and was in accordance 'i·rith Council decision 
1978/93 of 19 December 1978. 

202. In responding to questions raised in the course of the discussion, the 
Assistant Secretary-General for Programme Planning and Co-ordination stated that 
the Secretariat found the guidance given by the Commission vrith regard to 
priorities very helpful and assured members of the Commission that all the remarks 
would be fully taken into account in the preparation of the 1980-1981 programme 
budget. He mentioned that the references made to the need to have v7omen in the 
medium- term plan was undisputed and that subprogrammes 1, 2 and 3 of the programme 
related to Homen. They could be found in document A/33/6 (part 27) and 'i·rould be 
in the revised chapter 27 which v1as scheduled for issuance as a printed document 
at the end of March as document A/33/6/Rev .1, volumes 1-4. 

203. ~1!'. Hansen also indicated that the discussion reflected the divergence of 
views on chapter 27 and that the Secretariat had done what it could to present the 
degree of agreement that had been reached. He also pointed out that, vrhile the 
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revised text of subprogrammes ~. and 5 had not yet been fully endorsed by the 
Council, it had been accepted there as a framevrork on which the 1980-1981 programme 
budget could be based. 

Consideration of the draft pro~osals submitted under agenda it em 19 

204. At the 663rd meeting, the representative of the Philippines, on behalf also 
of India and Indonesia, introduced the draft resolution (E/CN.5/L.446) entitled 
"Field operational activities under technical co-operation;1

• At the same time, 
she orally revised the draft r esolution by deleting, in the operative paragraph , 
the 1-rords ;'by providing adequate resourc es to the new Department of Technical 
Co-operation for Development 11 following the words 11Request s the Secretary-General 
to support these important operational activities in social welfare 1 ~ . 

205. At the 664th meeting, the Commission adopted the draft r e solution in 
E/CN. 5/L. 446, as orally revised. The text of the resolution adopted by the 
Commission reads as follows: 

6 (XXVI). Field operational activities und er technical co-operation 

The Commission for Social Development, 

Recommends to the Economic and Social Council the adoption of the following 
draft resolution : 

/For the text of the draft resolution, see chapter I, section A, draft 
-resolution VI~7 

206. At the 663rd meeting, the re~r esentative of the Philippines, on behalf also 
of India and Indonesia, introduced the draft resolution (E/CN.5/L.447) entitled 
;
1Strengthening developmental social \velfare policies and programmes n . At the 
same time, she orally revised the draft resolution by deleting, after the words 
"Noting that social ,.,elfare approaches" in the third preambular paragraph, the 
words 11 especially in the developing countries 11

; and by deleting from the end of 
paragraph 3 the words 11by providing adequate resources 11

• 

207. At the 664th meeting, the r epresentative of Turkey orally proposed that the 
words ':the activities with developmental social ,,relfare content and obj ectives 
undertaken in various'1 in paragraph 4, be r eplaced by the vrords nnational and 
international activities with dev elopmental social welfare content and objectives 
including those undertaken by11

• That amendment was accepted by the sponsors, 
and Turkey subsequently joined in sponsoring the draft resolution. 

208. At the same meeting, the Commission adopted the draft resolution in 
E/CN.5/L.447, as orally revised. The text of the resolution adopted by the 
Commission reads as follows : 

7 (XXVI). Strengthening developmental social welfare policies 
and programmes 

The Commission for Social Develorment, 
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Recow.mends to the Economic and Social Council the adoption of the follov.ring 
draft resolution: 

/For the t ext of the draft resolution , see chapter I , section A, draft 
-resolution VII~/ 

Documentation submitted under agenda item 19 

209. At the 664th meeting, on the proposal of the Chairman, the Commission 
decided to take not e of the note by the Secretary-General on programme obj ectives 
for the medium- term pl a n, 1980-1983 and progress report for 1977-1978 
(E/CN.5/ 580 and Corr.l). 

[For the text of the decision, see chapter I, section C, decision V~/ 

X. CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE 
TvlENTY -SEVENTH SESSION 

210. The Commission considered the draft provisional agenda for its twenty­
seventh session both at informal meetings and at its 669th meeting. 

211. In connexion v.rith its consideration of the draft provisional agenda for the 
tl·renty- seventh session, the attention of the Commission ·Has drawn to the fact 
that the optimum utilization of conference resources and efficient organization 
of v7ork of United Nations bodies had been of considerable concern to the General 
Assembly and the Economic and Social Council in the past. In this connexion, 
the Commission 1 s attention was drawn to General Assembly resolutions 32/71 and 
33/55, both entitled 11Pattern of conferences", 33/56 entitled "Control and 
limitation of documentation11

, as \-Tell as General Assembly decision 33/417 on the 
organization of work of United Nations bodies. Attention was also drawn to 
Economic and Social Council resolution 1979/1 on the control and limitation of 
documentation . Taking into account the provisions of General Assembly resolution 
33/56, the Council, in that resolution, decided, inter alia, to keep its requests 
for documents to the minimum compatible with the efficient conduct of its work 
and within the limits of the available resources of the Secretariat, and to 
endeavour to prepare reports that are as brief as possible. The Council further 
decided that the provisions of that resolution should apply, as appropriate, 
to its subsidiary organs and that, accordingly, they should be brought to the 
attention of those organs forthwith. 

212. During the discussion of other items on its agenda, as well as during the 
discussion on this item, most of the respresentatives expressed concern over 
the multiplicity of items on the agenda of the Commission - 20 items to be 
considered during a period of 14 days as well as the multitude of 
documentation. The necessity of a functional reorganization of the numerous 
items considered by the Commission was stressed by some representatives ) further, 
it vras es sential to limit the number of items considered at a particular session. 
Some representatives stated that unless the Commission limited the selection of 
agenda items and the documentation required, the Commission 1vould be defeating 
its purpose. It was important for the Commission to have a synoptic approach to 
social development and act literally as a functional commission of the Council. 
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213. Some representatives, how·ever, urged the Commission to follo"t-r the established 
practice of the 11traditional" agenda , 1vhere each item is inscribed separately, 
despite the difficulties arising therefrom. The adoption of a ne1-1 approach at 
this stage might give rise to unforeseen difficulties. 

214. Based on the informal consultations, the Secretariat submitted to the 
Commission an informal working paper to assist the discussion on the draft 
provisional agenda for the tvrenty-seventh session. The Secretariat explained 
that the 1vorking paper emphasized the issues to be discussed by the Commission 
and attempted a functional reor0anization of the numerous items considered by the 
Commission 1.;rithout sacrificing or diminishing the importance of particular issues 
or items. The text suggested in the working paper would provide the flexibility 
r equir ed by the Commission in organizing its "t-rork in response to develo:r;ments 
ari sing from decisions taken by intergovernmental l::odies concerned. 

215. Bearing in mind the necessity to limit documentation , the Coilllliission made a 
special effort to reduce the number of requests for documents. 

216. At the 669th meeting, following an exchange of views, the Commission decided , 
subject to paragraph 2 of rule 5 of the rules of procedure, to adopt the 
provisional agenda for its twenty-seventh session, on the understanding that at 
the beginning of its twenty-seventh session the Commission would review its 
a genda in the light of developments and pursuant to decisions taken by 
intergovernmental bodies concerned. The provisional agenda as adopted is 
reproduced below. 

l. Organizational matters 

Election of officers 
Adoption of the agenda 

2. Survey of recent and prospective trends and fundamental changes in the field 
of socio-economic development 

Under this item , the Commission considers over-all develo:r;mental issues 
relat ed to : 

- the International Development Strategy; 

- the experience of countries in achieving far-reaching social and economic 
changes for the purpose of social progress~ 

-· the realization of the implementation of the Declaration on Social Progress 
and Development ~ 

- long-term social issues in connexion with the changes in the vrorld economic 
situation and establishment of a Ne1v International Economic Order. 

* * * 
Subject to rule 5, paragraph 2 , of the rules of procedure, the Commission 

will have before it documentation on the following: 
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International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development 
Decade (Legislative authority: Commission for Social Development decision 
XIII (see chapter II)). 

3. Socio-economic policies related to issues of the equitable distribution of 
national income and popular participation 

Under this item, the Commission considers issues concerning : 

- the process of social develorment related to patterns of economic growth 
and patterns of equitable distribution of income, wealth and services ~ 

- social aspects of rural dev elopment and industrialization ; 

- popular participation in the development process ~ 

- institutional development and the achievement of socio-economic objectives 0 

- an integrated approach to social and economic planning ; 

-mobilization of national resources for social progress and development. 

* * ·:; 
Subject to rule 5, paragraph 2, of the rules of procedure , the Commission 

will have before it documentation on the following: 

World experience in the field of integrated social and economic planning 
(Legislative authority : Commission for Social Development draft resolution 
XII (see chapter I)). 

4. Programmes and policies for social integration 

Under this item ~ the Commission will consider issues related to: 

- youth ; 

- aging ;; 

- v-relfare of children and famili es ; 

- migrant workers ; 

- social welfare ; 

- rehabilitation of the disabled ; 

- education, recruitment and retraining of appropriate personnel ; 

- crime prevention and criminal justice. 

* * ~=· 

Subject to rule 5, paragraph 2, of the rules of procedure, the Commission 
will have before it documentation on the following: 

-77-



Youth in the contemporary vrorld (Legislative authority: Commission for 
Socia l Development draft resolution III (see chapter I)) 

Adoption and foster p~ncement of children (Legislative authority: Commission 
for Social Development draft resolution IV (see chapter I)) 

vJelfare of migrant workers and their families (Legislative authority: 
Commission for Social Development draft resolution V (see chapter I)) 

Strengthening of developmental social vTelfare policies and programmes 
(Legislative authority : Commission for Social Development draft resolution 
VII (see chapter I)) 

Operational activities in social 'tvelfare (Legislative authority : Commission 
for Social Development draft resolution VI (see chapter I)) 

Prevention of disability (Legislative authority: Commission for Social 
Development draft resolution I (see chapter I)) 

Crime prevention and control : r eport of the Committee on Crime Prevention 
.:md Control 

5. Other matters 

Programme objectives for the medium-term plan 1982-1985 and progress report 
for 1979-1980 

United Nations Research Institute for Social Development : report of the 
Board of the Institute 

Consideration of the draft provisional agenda for the t1venty-eighth session 

Adoption of the report of the Commission to the Economic and Social Council 

XI. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE COMMISSION TO THE 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

217. At its 667th and 669th meetings, on 8 and 9 Harch 1979. the Commission 
unanimously adopted the report on its tvrenty·-sixth session, as amended during the 
discussion. 

XII. ORG~NIZATION OF THE SESSION 

Opening and duration of the session 

218. The Commission for Social Development held its twenty-sixth session at 
United Nations Headquarters from 20 February to 9 March 1979, during which it held 
24 meetings ( 646th-669th meetings). The session was opened by the Acting Chairman 
of the Commission , Mr. loan Voicu (Romania). 

219. Mr. Jean Ripert , Under-Secretary-General for International Economic and 
Socia l Affairs , in addressing the Commission at its opening session, underlined 
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the role of the Commission in bringing to the attention of the Economic and Social 
Council current and emer~ing issues of int ernational concern, and in recommending 
policies and guidelines for dealing 1·1ith problems in the field of social 
development. He also not ed the important responsibility of the Commission to 
contribute to the preparations for an international develo~ment strategy for the 
1980s in response to General AssE-mbly resolution 33/48 on world social development. 
Referring to documentation before the Commission, Mr. Ripert drew attention to 
social conditions in the world and to the important relationship behrcen economic 
growth and social changes suggesting that renew·cd efforts are needed to expedite 
social progress along the lines spelled out, for instance, in the Declaration on 
Social Progress and Development adopted by the General Assembly at the beginning 
of this decade. He called upon the Commission to consider establishing priorities 
for its futur e discussions in order to focus attention on the most urgent issues 
for social development before the international community. 

220. Recalling General Assembly resolution 32/197 on restructuring, Mr. Ripert 
indicated that the Department of International Economic and Social Affairs now 
has responsibilities for interdisciplinary research and analysis on the one hand 
and for cross--organizational analysis, programme planning and co-ordination for 
the United Nations system on the other. This has provided new impetus for 
integrating economic and social research and analysis of develoiment issues and 
policies. He described a number of steps to reorganize the programme and staff 
of the Department to meet these requirements, including the shifting of rural 
development from the work programme on social development and humanitarian affairs 
to the programme on development issues and policies, and the reinforcement of the 
activities on social integration and equity. He stressed the need for a 
multidisciplinary approach to all facets of the Department's activities with 
emphasis on co-ordination and mutual reinforcement of these activities. 

Attendanc e 

221. The session 1-ras attended by 30 States members of the Commission; one member 
was not represented. 1/ Observers from 20 Member States not members of the 
Commission-~ one observer from non-member States, and representatives of specialized 
agencies and non-governmental organizations attended the session . A list of 
participants is given in annex I. 

Election of cfficers 

222. At its 648th to 650th meetings, on 21 and 22 February 1979, the Commission 
elected the following officers by acclamation: Chairman: ~~ . Peter H. R. Marshall 
(United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland); Vice-Chairmen: 
Mr. Paulin Rakotoarivony (Ivladagascar), Mrs. Luvsandanzangiin Ider (Nonr;olia), 
and itr. Alejandro Montiel Arguello (Nicaragua) ; Rapporteur : Mr. Tadeusz Wasileuski 
(Poland). 

1/ At the 11th meeting, on 2 May 1978, the Economic and Social Council 
decided to postpone to a future session the election of one member from African 
States for a four-year t erm beginning on 1 January 1979. 
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Agenda and organization of vrork 

223. At its 643th meeting, on 21 February 1979, the Commission adopted the 
provisional agenda as contained in document E/CN.5/561 and Corr.l (Spanish only), 
on the understanding that, pursuant to the decision taken by the Commission at 
its tvrenty-fifth session 9 the agenda \-Tould be reorganized in a functional manner 
by combininG items wherever possible. 2/ The Commission decided to combine the 
consideration of the agenda items as follows: (a) items 3, 4 and 5 ; (b) items 
6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 ; (c) items 13 , 14, 15 and 16:; and (d) items 17 and 18. It 
was agreed to consider items 11, 19 and 20 separately. The agenda for the session 
is contained in annex II. 

Summary records 

224. At its 648th meeting, the Corr~ission decided, pursuant to General Assembly 
resolution 3415 (XXX) of 8 December 1975 and paragraph 5 of Economic and Social 
Council decision 137 (ORG-76) of 15 January 1976 , not to request summary records 
for its tvrenty-sixth session. 

Documentation 

225. The list of documents before the Commission at its twenty- sixth session is 
contained in armex III of the present report. 

Resolutions and decisions for action by the Council 

226. Draft resolutions and decisions requiring action by the Economic and Social 
Council are reproduced in chapter I of the present report. 

Decisions brought to the attention of the Preparatory Committee 
for the New· International Development Strategy 

227. Decisions brought to the attention of the Preparatory Committee for the New 
Intcrn~tional Development Strategy are reproduced in chapter II of the present 
report. 

2/ Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Sixty-second Session, 
Supplement No. 5 (E/5915-E/CN. 5/556), para. 188. 
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Annex I 

ATTENDANCE 

MEMBERS 

Bolivia: Moises F. Fuentes Ibanez 

Chad: Ngare Kessely 

Chile: Hugo Galvez Gajardo, Octavia Errazuriz,* Cecilia Gallardo* 

Cyprus: Mikis Sparsis 

Denmarl~: Finn Nielsen 

Dominican Republic : Ana Esther de la Maza Vasquez, Juan Jorge-Garcia,* 
Maria P. Castillo* 

Ecuador : Gladys Pozo de Ruiz 

France: Jacquelin Bardeau, Robert Fauris,* Salome Zourabichvili* 

Grenada4:·** 

Guinea: Sekou Yansane, Abraham Doukoure,* Saliah Ben Kouyate,* 
Pepe Jean Dramou* 

Hungary: Vera Nyitrai, Lajos Nagy·~ 

India: Amlan Datta 

Indonesia: Ali Bus tam, Hidayat Mukmin, .:;. Nursin Rigin* 

Iraq: Issam Mohammed, Sami Hassoun* 

Italy: Giancarlo Danovi, Alessandro Serafini,* Luca Fornari,* 
Ferdinanda Nelli Feroci* 

Lesotho: Mamello Morrison 

t1adagascar: Paulin Rakotoarivony, Celine H. Rabevazaha-Rabekoriana* 

Mongolia : Luvsandanzangiin Ider, Boldyn Navcha·:r. 

* Alternate. 

** Did not attend. 

*** Not represented at the session. 
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Netherlands: G. Hendriks, E. J. N. Brouwers,* A. Haldar* 

Nicaragua : Alejandro Montiel Arguello, Jose Antonio Alvarado Correa* 

Norway: Kaare Salvesen 

Philippines: Amelia Felismena 

Poland : Michal Dobroczynski, Tadeusz 1-lasilewski * 

Romania: Ioan Voicu, Gheorghe Cartas ~} 

Senegal: Henri Turpin 

Sierra Leone: Rosalind Forde , ** Patrick K. \-lillie Bonglo* 

Togo: Takoudo Bouili,** Kossivi Kwadjosse* 

Turkey: Timur Erkman, Unal Mara~li ;* Glindiiz Aktan ,-:~ Sefik Onat·lf 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: A. P. Birukova 

United Kin~dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland: P. H. R. Marshall, C.M.G., 
A. R. G. Prosster,1C· P. J. Burton,* R. J. S. Edis* 

United States of America: Ruth ~1orgenthau, Robert I. Randolph* 

STATES MEMBERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS REPRESENTED BY OBSERVERS 

The following States Members of the United Nations were represented by 
observers: Algeria, Argentina, Austria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Colombia, Cuba, Egypt, Finland, German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Guatemala, Jamaica, Mauritania, New Zealand, Peru, Portueal, Sweden, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, VietNam and Yugoslavia. 

NON-r{EMBER STATES OF THE UNITED NATIONS REPRESENTED BY OBSERVERS 

The following non-member State of the United Nations was represented by an 
observer : Holy See. 

UNITED NATIONS SECRETARIAT 

The Director-General for Development and International Economic Co-operation, 
the Under-Secretary-General for International Economic and Social Affairs, the 
Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, the 
Assistant Secretary-General for Programme Planning and Co-ordination and the 
Assistant Secretary-General for Development Research and Policy l nalysis attended 
the session. 
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Representatives of the following attended the session : Economic Commission 
for Africa, Economic Commission for Europe, Economic Commission for Latin America, 
Economic Commission for Western Asia and Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific, 1{orld Food Council and Division of Social Affairs (Geneva ). 

UNITED NATIONS BODIES 

United Nations Development Programme and United Nations Research Institute 
for Social Development. 

SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 

International Labour Organisation, Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
World Health Organization. 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

League of Arab States, Organization of African Unity 

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Category I: International Council of Women, International Council on Social 
\{elfare. 

Category II: Baha'i International Community, Baptist 1-lorld Alliance, Catholic 
Relief Services, International Association of Schools of Social Hark. 
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Annex II 

AGENDA OF THE ~~ENTY-SIXTH SESSION ADOPTED BY THE C0~1MISSION 

AT ITS 646TH MEETING ON 20 FEBRUARY 1979 

1. Election of officers 

2. Adoption of the agenda 

3. Reinforcement of the socia development sector within the United Nations 

4. Implementation of the Declaration on Social Progress and Development 

5 . Review and appraisal of social progress and preparation for a new 
international development strategy 

6 . Social policy and the distribution of national income 

1. Rural development 

8 . Unified approach to development analysis and planning 

9. Mobilization of national resources for purposes of social progress and 
development 

10. National experience in achieving far-reaching social and economic changes for 
the purpose of social progress 

11 . Youth in the contemporary world 

12. Crime prevention and control 

13. Welfare of migrant workers and their families 

14. Situation of children 

15. Question of the elderly and the aged 

16. Position of disabled persons in the development process and their integration 
into the community 

17 . Review of social research and training capabilities in developing countries 

18 . United Nations Research I nstitute for Social Development 

19. Programme objectives for the medium-term plan 1980-1983 and progress report 
for 1977-1978 

20. Consideration of the draft provisional agenda for the twenty-seventh session 

21. Adoption of the report of the Commission to the Economic and Social Council 
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Annex III 

LIST OF DOCUMENTS BEFORE THE COMMISSION AT ITS THENTY-SIXTH SESSION 

Document number 

E/CN.5/557 and Add.l-2 

E/CN.5/558 

E/CN.5/559 

E/CN.5/560 

E/CN.5/561 

E/CN.5/562 

E/CN. 5/563 

E/CN.5/564 

E/CN.5/565 

E/CN . 5/566 

E/CN.5/567 

Agenda item 

5 

12 

11 

7 

2 

15 

4 

13 

16 

8 

7 

Title 

1978 Report on the 11/orld Social Situation 

Report of the Committee on Crime Prevention 
and Control on its fifth session 

Establishment of a co-oper.ative arrangement 
among youth : research and information 
centres : progress report of the Secretary­
General 

Poverty-oriented rural development : 
progress report on the work of the 
interagency task force on rural development: 
note by the Secretary-General 

Annotated provisional agenda 

Question of the elderly and the aged: 
progress report of the Secretary-General 

Implementation of the Declaration on 
Social Progress and Development : report 
of the Secretary- General 

Principles concerning mi grant workers and 
their families already embodied in 
international instruments adopted by United 
Nations organizations : report of the 
Secretary-General 

Prevention of disability and rehabilitation 
of disabled persons : Economic and Social 
Council resolution 1921 (LVIII): progress 
report of the Secretary-General 

Unified approach to development analysis 
and planning: application by Governments 
of a unified approach to development 
analysis and planning : report of the 
Secretary-General 

Social consequences of the green revolution : 
report of the Secretary-General 
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Document number 

E/CN.5/568 

E/CN.5/569 and Corr.l 
(English only) 

E/CN.5/570 

E/CN. 5/571 

E/CN.5/572 

E/CN.5/573 

E/CN.5/574 

E/CN.5/575 

E/CN.5/576 

E/CN. 5/577 

E/CN.5/578 and Corr.l 
(Russian only) 

Agenda item 

13 

7 

6 

7 

13 

17 

14 

ll 

12 

14 

18 

Title 

Welfare of migrant workers and their 
families: progress report of the 
Secretary-General 

The role of locally-based organizations in 
the implementation of land reform 
programmes: report of the Secretary-General 

Effects of inflation on low-income groups : 
note by the Secretary-General 

Integrated rural development: approaches 
and issues: report of the Secretary-General 

Implementation of the International Labour 
Organisation Programme of Action on New 
International Standards Concerning Migrant 
Workers: report of the International 
Labour Office 

Review of social research and training 
capabilities in developing countries : note 
by the Secretary-General 

Draft declaration on social and legal 
principles relating to adoption and foster 
placement of children nationally and 
internationally: report of the Secretary­
General 

Measures taken to implement the Declaration 
on the Promotion among Youth of the Ideals 
of Peace, Mutual Respect and Understanding 
between Peoples and on the present and 
future role and the participation of youth 
in the development and nation-building 
process as 1-rell as the promotion of 
international co-operation and understanding : 
report of the Secretary-General 

Functions and long-term programme of work 
of the Committee on Crime Prevention and 
Control : note by the Secretary-General 

Co-ordination of the social components for 
the International Year of the Child: 
progress report of the Secretary-General 

Report of the Board of the United Nations 
Research Institute for Social Development 
on activities during the period 
1 November 1976 to 31 October 1978 
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Document number Agenda item 

E/CN.5/579 18 

E/CN.5/580 and Corr.l 19 

E/CN. 5/581 

E/CN. 5/L. 437 20 

E/CN.5/L.438 

E/CN.5/L.439 and Add.l-6 21 

E/CN.5/L.440 16 

E/CN.5/L.441/Rev.l 14 

E/CN.5/L.442 11 

E/CN. 5/L.443 4 

E/CN.5/L.444 13 

E/CN.5/L.445 6 

E/CN.5/L.446 19 

E/CN. 5/L.447 19 

Title 

Nomination of members of the Board of the 
United Nations Research Institute for 
Social Development: note by the Secretary­
General 

Programme objectives for the medium-term 
plan, 1980-1983 and progress report for 
1977-1978: note by the Secretary-General 

Ad Hoc Expert Group meeting on popular 
participation as a strategy for promoting 
community-level action and national 
development: note by the Secretary-General 

Draft provisional agenda for the 
twenty-seventh session: note by the 
Secretary-General 

Decisions adopted by the Economic and Social 
Council at its organizational session for 
1979 : note by the Secretariat 

Draft report of the Commission to the 
Economic and Social Council 

Denmark, France, Netherlands, Norway and 
Philippines: draft resolution 

Indonesia and Philippines: revised draft 
resolution 

Bolivia, Cyprus, Ecuador, India, Lesotho, 
Madagascar, Netherlands, Philippines, 
Romania and Turkey: draft resolution 

Cyprus, Ecuador, Hungary, India, Mongolia 
and Poland: draft resolution 

Bolivia , Italy, Lesotho, Norway, Philippines 
and Turkey: draft resolution 

Cyprus, Denmark, India, Indonesia, 
Netherlands and United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland: draft 
resolution 

India, Indonesia and Philippines : draft 
resolution 

India, Indonesia and Philippines: draft 
resolution 
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Document nu;"'lber 
- ·--

E/CN.5/L.44C 

E/CN.5/L.44J 

E/CN. 5/L.450 

E/CN.5/L.451 

E/CN.5/L.452/Rev.l 

E/CIT. 5/L. 453 

E/ CN.5/NG0/126 

E/CN.5/NG0/127 

Ar:enda item 

5 

12 

3 

5 

10 

3 

17 and 19 

Title 

Madagascar and Monpolia : draft resolution 

Bolivia, Cyprus, Ecuador, Hun~ary, Lesotho , 
Hadagascar, Mongolia, Poland and Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics: draft 
resolution 

Bolivia, Chile, Ecua.dor, France , India, 
Indonesia and NicaraP,ua: draft resolution 

Netherlands : draft resolution 

Bolivia, Chile, Denmark, Finland,~~ India, 
Indonesia, Lesotho, Netherlands, Norway, 
Philippines and Sweden :* revised draft 
decision 

India: draft resolution 

Statement submitted by the International 
Council on Social vlelfare , a 
non-governmental or~anization in cater,ory I 
consultative status with the Economic and 
Social Council'"'* 

Statement submitted by the International 
Association of Schools of Social Work , a 
non- P,overnmental or~anization in 
category II consultative status with the 
Economic and Social Council 

* In accordance with rule 69 of the rules of procedure. 

** The statement was submitted on behalf also of the International 
Associ ation of Schools of' Social Hork and the International Federation of Social 
Workers, non-~overnmental oreanizations in category II consultative status with 
the Economic and Social Council. 
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