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In the absence of M. Guissé, M. Mixim Rapporteur, took the Chair

The neeting was called to order at 3.10 p. m

PREVENTI ON OF DI SCRI M NATI ON AGAI NST AND THE PROTECTI ON OF M NORI Tl ES (agenda
item8) (continued) (E/ CN. 4/ Sub.2/1998/18)

1. M . KI RKYACHARI AN ( Movenent Agai nst Raci sm and for Friendship Anmong
Peoples (MRAP)), recalling the Nazi attenpts to divide people into categories
for the purpose of excluding, and ultimately exterm nating, certain segnments
of society, said he questioned the appropriateness of the term“mnority”,
particularly in a human rights context, since only Fascists and
fundanental i sts used the termin a nunerical sense

2. The stance of the Serbians on Kosovo was untenabl e and their argunent
amounted to nere sophistry and mani pul ati on of nunbers. M| osovE had nade

t he Kosovo Al bani ans foreigners in their own country after abolishing Kosovo's
aut ononous status, following a referendumin which the majority of the

el ectorate were Serbs. The Al bani ans had not only been socially and
econom cal |y excluded, their very citizenship had been denied. They were not
a “mnority”, they were an occupi ed people deprived of sovereignty.

3. Simlarly, the Arneni ans of Nagorny Karabakh were not a “mnority” in
Azerbaijan, but a part of Arnmenia, while the Azeris of Nakhitchevan were not

a mnority in Arnenia, while but were sinply Azeris. Kurdish nationalism

and the brutal attenpts to suppress it, could be explained by Turkey’'s

| ong- standi ng deni al of the existence of the Kurds who were known as “nountain
Turks”.

4, Since use of the term“mnority” often conceal ed a refusal to accord
equal rights to all citizens, the Sub-Comm ssion should focus not on
“mnorities” as such, but on the “unequal treatnent” of persons. The
responsibility of the United Nations was political, not sociological or
ant hr opol ogi cal

5. A cultural approach to “mnority” issues typically involved treating
persons not as citizens, but as nere subjects or folkloric curiosities for the
entertai nnent of the mapjority. Peoples everywhere were rejecting that |abel
whi ch |l ocked theminto a static past. They were demandi ng equality. Before
condemi ng guerrilla nmovenents outright, it was thus worth considering whet her
everything had been done to ensure their civic and social equality.

6. M. Guissé took the Chair.

7. M. KHALIL, having congratulated the Working Group on Mnorities on

the excellent report on its fourth session (E/ CN. 4/Sub.?2/1998/18), said that
the increased participation of non-governnental organizations (NGGs),
representatives of mnority groups and scholars was to be wel coned. The

Wor ki ng Group had focused on sonme pertinent issues, including a discussion of
the difference between “assinmilation” and “integration”. State observers
woul d no doubt find further clarification of the scope of those ternms useful.
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8. He wel coned the recomendati ons of the Working Group, particularly those
that should continue to focus on thematic issues and that steps should be
taken to ensure nore active participation by States in forthconm ng sessions.
Despite a reference to the procedure governed by Econom c and Soci al counci
resolution 1503 (XLVIII), the Working Group evidently did not viewitself as a
body dealing with conflicts but rather as a forumfor identifying avenues for
reconciliation and pronoting understanding. The role of the nedia in
protecting mnorities should be further stressed. While the suggestion that
the Declaration on the Rights of Persons Bel onging to National or Ethnic,
Rel i gi ous or Linguistic Mnorities should be translated into as many | anguages
as possible was a wel cone one, the inportance of the audio-visual media nust
not, however, be neglected in view of the high rates of illiteracy anong sone
m norities.

9. M. WEBALCK (Christian Solidarity International) said that arnmed
conflict and persecution in many parts of the world arose fromthe inability

of the international systemto protect mnority rights adequately. The

i nternational commnity had “stood idly by” during the Rwandan genoci de, and
yet another African genocide was currently under way in the Sudan. Since

1983, nore than 1.5 mllion people had died and over 5 million others had been
di spl aced in the borderl ands between northern and sout hern Sudan, where Mislim
Beja, African Christian and Anim st Dinka comunities had previously coexisted
in peace.

10. The extrem st National Islamc Front (NIF), which had seized power
froma denpcratically-el ected Governnent, had declared a jihad agai nst

the ethnic and religious mnorities that had resisted Islam zation. The

3 mllion-strong Dinka comunity was a particular target. Hi s organization
had been a witness to the fam ne orchestrated by the Khartoumreginme and to
the di spl acenent of hundreds of thousands of people.

11. The accusations |evell ed against his organi zation by the Observer for
Sudan on Friday, 14 August 1998 were blatantly false. The NIF s extensive
propaganda machi nery even included a nenmber of the British House of Lords, but
nunerous fact-finding trips in recent nonths had provi ded overwhel m ng

evi dence of chattel slavery, which had been further corroborated by the

wel | -docunented reports of the outgoing Special Rapporteur, as well as by

i ndependent international journalists and television crews. Menbers of the
rel evant working groups were urged to visit the Sudan, with his organization,
to collect their own first-hand evidence of the NIF s use of slave raids to
destroy the social fabric of the Dinka people

12. The 3 mllion-strong Beja tribe of the north-eastern Sudan were al so
victins of the NIF' s jihad. The Beja, who inhabited a vast territory on the
Red Sea coast and predated the arrival of the Arabs in the Sudan, had their
own distinctive | anguage and nomadic way of life and had resisted NIF efforts
to inpose an inmported, totalitarian ideology. The Beja were a marginalized
peopl e whose interests had been negl ected by successive Sudanese Governnents.
The NIF had turned that neglect into violent hostility, selling the Beja’s
fertile ancestral |ands to weal thy supporters and conscripting young Beja

tri besmen systematically into the regular arny and Popul ar Defence Force.
Bej a people travelling to and fromthe markets were robbed, villages bonbed
and detainees tortured. The effect of those policies had been to keep the
Beja territories on the verge of fam ne and to dislocate comrunal |ife.
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13. The international conmunity nust force the NIF reginme to stop its jihad
against its own people and particularly the ethnic mnorities. To that end,
the United Nations should insist on access for human rights nmonitors to al
parts of the Sudan, investigate credible reports of NIF s persecution of
religious mnorities and support the initiatives of the National Denocratic
Alliance and its partners to pronote the values and institutions of civil

soci ety, including peace and reconciliation in the conflict areas.

14. M. BHAN (Hi mal ayan Research and Cul tural Foundation), having recalled
that any doctrine of racial or religious differentiation or superiority was
scientifically false, nmorally condemabl e, socially unjust and legally

i nadm ssible, said that Pakistan’s discrimnatory policies agai nst Ahmadi s,
Christians and other mnorities were well-known, as were its terrorist
activities in the Indian State of Jamru and Kashmir.

15. There had been hundreds of killings of Kashmri Hi ndus since the
begi nning of the year in the villages of Wandhama, Prankote, Chapnari and
Shana- Thakraie, with 36 persons nurdered in Chanba that very nonth.
Governnents nust be called upon to dismantle the | egal and constitutiona
structures that encouraged intolerance and permtted discrimnation.

16. M. ROSSI (International Association for Religious Freedom said that
any group professing a religion different fromthat of the majority should be
considered a religious mnority under national and international |aw, even if
it shared the ethnic, linguistic or other characteristics of the majority.

17. The new Iranian President Khatanme had thus far failed to i nprove the
situation of the persecuted Baha'i community in lran. So far in the current
year, four menbers of that religious mnority had been arrested because of
their faith and a Baha'i had been executed on 21 July 1998 for converting a
Musl i m woman.

18. In Janmu and Kashmir, nore than 1,500 nmenbers of the Hindu mnority,
nmostly intellectuals and professionals, had been killed, and 20,000 houses
destroyed. On 25 January 1998, 30 nasked terrorists had arrived in the

vill age of Vandahama near Srinagar. Mst of the 300 houses there bel onged to
Muslinms but they had identified four houses belonging to Hi ndus, where they
had rmurdered 23 people, including nine women and four children.

19. In Europe, there was al so evidence of grow ng intol erance and
persecution of religious mnorities. In January 1996, the French Governnment
had published the Guyart Report listing 172 sects regarded as dangerous.

On the recommendati on of the report, the Governnent had organized an extensive
publicity canpaign, causing the nenbers of many religious nmnorities to fee
bot h marginalized and stignmatized.

20. A parlianmentary commttee in Belgium had identified 189 churches,
religi ous novenents and organi zations as “sects”. There had been an outcry
from Evangel i cal, Baha'i, Mrnmon and Buddhi st communities, which conplai ned of

di scrimnation and sl ander, maintaining that their religions were authentic
faiths respectful of both the |aw and human rights.
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21. If a religious group was dangerous and failed to respect the law, then
the State had a duty to intervene, but care nust be taken not to confuse
respectable religious mnorities with “dangerous sects”.

22. M. WONG (International Association for the Defence of Religious

Li berty) said he was appalled by the lack of international concern regarding
the ethnic cleansing and genocide mnorities in Myanmar were suffering at the
hands of the military reginme, which had wi ped out all villages that were not
under the direct physical control of an arny canp.

23. The second | argest ethnic group in Myanmar after the Burmans thensel ves
were the 7 mllion Karen, about 300,000 of whom had been internally displaced
as a result of the destruction of their villages. Many were hiding in the
jungl e where they died of disease and mal nutrition. About 100,000 Karen had
fled to refugee canps in Thailand where they were regularly attacked from
across the border by Myanmar troops.

24, The troops had also committed nunmerous atrocities against the Shan
mnority people, forcing villagers to relocate and/or massacring them Tens
of thousands of Shan villagers were struggling to survive in relocation sites
where they were used as forced | abour by the Myanmar mlitary. Many were
starving and unable to return to their villages for fear of being shot on

si ght.

25. Wonmen fromthe Chin mnority were harassed and sexually abused by
Myanmar soldiers. The mpjority of the Chin people were Christians, and for a
nunmber of years, the Myanmar military had been forcing Christians to build
Buddhi st pagodas in their villages. Manmar soldiers had been desecrating
churches by turning theminto army canps, disturbing religious cerenonies and
preventing the preaching of the Gospel. Attenpts were made to coerce the Chin
people into converting to Buddhism by targeting Christians for forced | abour
and ot her abuses.

26. Myanmar was the new killing field of South-East Asia, and the
i nternational conmunity was denonstrating the sane | ack of urgency and
indifference it had shown towards the killing fields of Canbodia. Swft

i nternational action was needed, and the United Nations should inplenent
econom ¢ sanctions against Myanmar. The mlitary reginme and its subordi nates
must be tried by an international tribunal for genocide and other crines

agai nst humanity.

27. Hi s organization called on the Sub-Conmmi ssion to urge the United Nations
H gh Conmm ssioner for Human Rights to play a nore active role in securing
swift international action on behalf of Myanmar's minority peoples. It also

requested the Sub-Commi ssion to urge the Government of Thailand to accept Shan
refugees and allow themto stay in refugee canps rather than forcibly
repatriating them

28. M. MAEDA (International Fellowship of Reconciliation) said that,

al though it was nore than 50 years since Korea had been |iberated from
Japanese occupation, many of the Koreans living in Japan were still unable to
enjoy their full human rights. |In particular, their right to education was
being violated: they were deprived of the right to learn their own culture
and history and to cultivate their ethnic pride as Koreans.
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29. None of the State-run universities permtted pupils from Korean high
schools to take entrance exam nati ons because of a discrimnatory Governnent
policy which required themfirst to take a correspondence course at a Japanese
hi gh school and then to take and pass a prelimnary test in order to sit the
entrance exam nation for the university in question. The Japanese Gover nment
shoul d not discrimnate agai nst Korean students merely because they were
taught in Korean at Korean schools. His organization requested the

Sub- Conm ssi on to conduct a thorough investigation in Japan of the
Governnent's discrimnatory education policy towards Korean students.

30. M . BEERSMANS (I nternational Mvenment for Fraternal Union anong Races
and Peopl es) said his organization was very worried about the situation of
mnorities in Janmu and Kashmir. At the beginning of the 1990s, hundreds of

t housands of Pandits had had to flee the Kashmr Vall ey because they were
targets of religious cleansing;, they were still living in inhuman conditions
in canps. Recently a new dinension had been added, with foreign nercenaries
 aunching a systematic canpaign of annihilation of Hi ndus in which hundreds of
i nnocent people had been killed.

31. The Hi ndus in Jammu and the Pandits in particular were acknow edged as
bei ng Kashmris who belonged to Kashmir. Hi s organization had been told
repeatedly during a neeting with political leaders in the area that the
killing of Hi ndus did not have the backing of the Kashmris. All the
political |eaders condemmed the action of the foreign nercenaries in the
strongest terns, and were of the opinion that the Pandits should be allowed to
return to their homes. Despite those condemations, religious cleansing by
the foreign nercenaries continued.

32. Hi s organi zati on urged the Sub-Comr ssion and its inter-sessiona
Working Group on Mnorities to use all its influence to stop the
di scrim nation against mnorities in Jamu and Kashmir. It also urged the

Governnments of India and Pakistan to start negotiations without delay so as to
find a lasting solution to the Kashmr issue and restore peace to the area.

33. Ms. BOUVIER (Mnority Rights Goup) said that the situation in Kosovo
had reached the stage of a major crisis with hundreds of thousands of

di spl aced persons fleeing their villages. Early warnings had been ignored,
and the Al banian civilian popul ati on was being driven out of the villages by
the Yugosl av Federal Arny in a scorched earth policy of conbating the Kosovo
Li beration Army.

34. Her organi zati on thus recommended that the Sub-Comm ssion, in
partnership with the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts, should consider how they
could play a constructive role in acting on early warning signs of violent
conflicts.

35. The role of the media in manipulating information to incite ethnic
hatred and ethnic conflict had been well docunented by the Special Rapporteur
on freedom of opinion and expression. A nunber of constructive ideas and
proposal s had energed during a sem nar on the role of the nedia and minorities
convened by her organization in May 1998 at the request of the Working G oup
on Mnorities, but the Wirking G oup had not planned its agenda carefully
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enough to be able to discuss the issues involved. She thus comrended the
deci sion of the Working Group to restructure its agenda and rationalize its
met hods of work, and invited the Sub-Comm ssion to undertake an in-depth

di scussion and review of the recomendati ons of the sem nar

(E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1998/ 18, annex 1).

36. The fourth session of the Working G oup on Mnorities, in May 1998, had
produced sone wel |l -researched papers on various aspects of mnority rights
but, despite the encouragenent of the Sub-Commi ssion, it had not devoted
sufficient time to considering the legal, political and econom c | egaci es of
the African slave trade and how they affected all conmunities of African
descent in the Anericas. The participation in the Wrking G oup of persons
representing those commnities should al so be encouraged

37. Her organi zati on was di sappointed that there had been so little
Governnment representation: the Wrking Goup needed to find ways of
attracting Governnents to attend its neetings by discussing issues that were
not discussed el sewhere. It was inportant that the nenbers of the Working
Group should hear the views of both the mnorities and the Governnents
concer ned.

38. She wel coned the Working Group's recommendation that mnorities should
put forward their questions in witing prior to sessions, and that agencies of
the United Nations system should prepare their responses so as to foster a
nore i n-depth debate

39. It was essential that the forthcom ng World Conference on Racism did not
becone an acri noni ous forum of abuse, and that it should be a platformfor a
constructive progranme to ensure that racial discrimnation was effectively
abol i shed and that all human beings were treated as equal in dignity and
rights. The Sub- Conm ssion should urge the H gh Comr ssioner for Human Ri ghts
to appoint a senior coordinator for the Wrld Conference as soon as possi bl e.

40. In short, therefore, her organization recomrended that the

Sub- Conmi ssi on should take early action to open a dial ogue with the Comm ssion
on Human Ri ghts on action on situations such as that of Kosovo; accept the
proposal of the Working Group to reorgani ze its agenda; consider the
reconmendati ons of the seminar on nmedia and minorities; and adopt a resol ution
on the World Conference on Raci sm

41. M. Weissbrodt, Vice-Chairman, took the Chair

42. Ms. G RMA (African Association of Education for Devel opment) said that
et hni c divisions and ethnic cleansing were unfortunately recurring in the
continent of Africa. Ethnically organized fronts had cone to power in Africa
encouragi ng the creation of ethnic arm es which had rendered vul nerabl e
certain sections of the civilian population. The tinme had cone in both the
Horn of Africa and the Great Lakes region to prevent dramatic situations

devel oping that would lead to war and suffering. Both local and international
actors had taken irresponsible decisions in the past, which were backed up by
various kinds of dubious aid including armanments.
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43. For the past seven years, people in Ethiopia had been resisting ethnic
politics, having learnt that its negative consequences di srupted peaceful
coexi stence and nurtured hatred and unwarranted rivalry. Yet the poison of
revenge was taking root and government newspapers were inciting hatred anpngst
bot h Ethiopians and Eritreans. |In Eritrea, a one-man dictatorship left no
space for the expression of different opinions and there were no human rights
organi zations to speak for those who m ght not wish to confine thenselves to
the Iimted perspectives of a nationalist outlook.

44, Lastly, she wished to draw the Sub-Conm ssion's attention to the plight
of the Afar minority in Djibouti, Ethiopia and Eritrea, which had been
harassed and beconme vulnerable in its own I and due to the conflict between

Et hi opia and Eritrea

45. M. LEBLANC (Franciscans International) said that, on 6 May 1998, a
Paki st ani Catholic Bishop, John Joseph, had taken his life to protest against
Paki stan's bl asphemy | aws and the death sentence passed on a Christian,

Ayub Masi h, accused of bl aspheny agai nst the Prophet. In October 1990, the
Federal Sharia Court of Pakistan had advi sed the Governnent to anmend

section 295 (c) of the Penal Code to nmake capital punishment mandatory for the
of fence of bl aspheny agai nst the Prophet. The then Government had expl ai ned
that the primary ai m of those anendments was to prevent the spreading of the
Ahmadi s’ belief. Non-Muslinms living in Pakistan who all egedly showed

di srespect to Islamwere to be treated as crimnals. The majority of those
charged with bl aspheny had been Ahmadis but, in recent years, Christians had
i ncreasingly been anong the accused.

46. Human rights groups in Pakistan had | ong been demanding a repeal of the
bl aspheny | aws. Most proceedi ngs under them were brought by individuals and
religious groups with axes to grind. There were also reports of procedura
deficiencies and police torture. Mere allegations w thout even circunstanti al
evi dence were sufficient to convict an accused person, who was denied the
right to a defence. The victinms were often, though not always, non-Misli ns.

47. The new el ectoral system nmarginalized non-Mislins, who were required to
vote separately for a fixed nunber of non-Mislimseats. Menbers of mnority
groups were barred fromstanding for election to Parlianment as representatives
of the majority community. According to the Anglican Bishop of Peshawar, it
was al so beconming increasingly difficult to build places of worship and there
was massive discrimnation against Christians in enploynent.

48. Hi s organi zati on endorsed the follow ng reconmendati ons of the Justice
and Peace Conm ssion of the Mjor Superiors of Pakistan to the Governnment of
Paki stan: the repeal of all discrimnatory |aws, especially the blaspheny
laws; the inplenmentation of all constitutional provisions relating to basic
human rights; the pronotion of equal rights for all citizens; the abolition of
the separate electoral system the recognition of the role of minorities in
the creation and devel opnent of Pakistan, inter alia in school textbooks and

t he adoption of |egislation forbidding religious discrimnation.

49. M. MNAUGHTON (I nternational Human Ri ghts Association of American
M norities) said that the black popul ation of the United States of Anmerica was
still be subjected to econom ¢ slavery and discrimnation. As a result of
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raci st policies, an alarm ng proportion of black Anmericans were incarcerated
and their appeals were repeatedly denied and rejected in contravention of the
Uni ted Nations Standard M ninmum Rules for the Treatnent of Prisoners and the
United States Constitution. It was to be feared that the privatization of
prisons would further underm ne the freedons of black Anmericans as they were
sacrificed to profit-seeking negotiators of prison contracts.

50. About 10 per cent of the indigenous popul ation of the State of Chiapas,
Mexi co, were being marginalized by the Governnent's deliberate strategy of

viol ence, intimdation, torture, rape and nurder. Over 20,000 displaced
persons had been driven fromtheir |land by the federal army and paramlitary
groups trained and funded by the Governnment. The refugee canps were inhabited
nmostly by wonmen and children, who suffered fromlack of food and of clean

dri nki ng water.

51. In India, the Dalits, or untouchables, were treated as outcasts and
subjected to torture and degrading treatnment. The Muslimmnority was al so
doomed to continuing poverty and backwardness. Although, according to the
1991 census, 12.6 per cent of the population were Muslinms, their
representation in the civil and foreign services was negligible and glaring
di sparities persisted in educational institutions. Their inequality was the
result of a deliberate policy.

52. The repression of Muslinms in India-occupied Kashmr had continued for
hal f a century and becone increasingly brutal in the past 10 years. The
Security Council had rejected India's clainms that the Kashmiri people had
exercised its right of self-determ nation through so-called elections. The
turnout for the 1997 el ections had been 0.2 per cent. Wnen and girls lived
in constant fear of rape and nurder by menbers of the Indian arny and the
param litary and police officers who supported them Kashnmiri women were
marrying earlier to avoid the social consequences of rape.

53. Kashmiri men and boys were brutally nurdered on a daily basis, many
while in police or arny custody. As the perm ssion of the Indian Government
was necessary to prosecute human rights violations in which nenbers of the
mlitary and security forces were involved, the perpetrators enjoyed inpunity.

54. M. SAFI (World Muslim Congress) said that the Dalits, the so-called

unt ouchabl es, continued to be harassed and persecuted in India. The Sikh
mnority in India also suffered discrinmnation at the hands of the authorities
and Hi ndu fundanentalists had recently begun to issue threats against
Christians. To counter criticism India had established state mnorities

comm ssions but the Conmission in the State of Maharashtra had been aboli shed
by the State Governnent, a decision upheld by the Supreme Court.

55. The Governnent of India sought to inpress the rest of the world with its
benevol ent treatnment of the Muslimmnority. Mislins were, however, heavily
under-represented in central adm nistrative and police services, only 3 out

of 59 Supreme Court judges were Muslinms, 57 per cent of Muslinms |ived bel ow
the poverty line, 58 per cent were illiterate and only 2 per cent of students
at the country's prestigious public schools were Muslins. Anti-Mislimriots
were common, and a | arge section of the Miuslimcommunity had lost faith in the
ability of the State to protect them from comrunal depredati ons.
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56. The ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) was commtted to a policy of

H ndu supremacy and to avenging Muslimrule in India prior to British
colonization. It had organized the nationw de canpaign in 1992 that had |ed
to the demplition of the Ayodhya Mosque, allegedly because it had been built
on the site of the birthplace of the H ndu deity Ram Foundations for a
tenpl e dedicated to Ram had been laid. BJP had pinpointed 4,000 additiona
mosques in India that it wished to denolish for simlar reasons.

57. Hi s organization called on the Sub-Conm ssion to urge the Governnent of
India to reconsider its policy and to conply with its constitutional and

i nternational obligation to safeguard the interests of religious, ethnic and
[inguistic mnorities.

58. M. THOWPSON (I nternational Service for Human Rights) said that the
medi a had often played an unconstructive and incendiary role by propagating
racial and ethnic hatred. Consequently, his organization and the Mnority

Ri ghts Group had recently organized, in collaboration with the Chairman of the
Sub- Conmi ssion's Working Goup on Mnorities and the Ofice of the High

Comnmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts, an expert seminar on the role of the nmedia in
protecting minorities. The purpose of the sem nar, which had been attended by
over 30 journalists and representatives of mnority and nedia rights groups,
was to assist the Working Group by involving nore experts in the discussion of
mnority access to the nmedia and nedia action to represent mnorities.

59. O her thenes had included the need for greater diversity in the nedia,
the training of mnority journalists, censorship and the need for nore
effective self-regulation by the nedia to deal with racismand intol erance.
The semi nar's reconmmendations were contained in annex | to the Wrking Goup's
report (E/CN. 4/Sub.2/1998/18). The participants had al so proposed that
mnorities and mnority-sensitive nmedia should be included in the planning and
publicizing of the World Conference agai nst Racism Racial Discrimnation,
Xenophobi a and Rel ated Intolerance to be held in 2001.

60. Hi s organi zati on, which was di sappointed that the Working G oup had
failed to discuss the conclusions and recomendati ons of the seminar at its
recent session, urged it to give the sem nar documents the serious

consi deration they deserved. It trusted that future NGO cooperation wth
Sub- Conm ssi on wor ki ng groups would prove nmore constructive. VWhile his
organi zation remained commtted to assisting the Office of the High
Comnmi ssi oner, the Sub-Commi ssion and its working groups, that conm tnment was
not at any price in terns of the limted financial and human resources
avai |l abl e.

61. Ms. MANN (Liberation) said that nost of the 650,000 Koreans in Japan
were the descendants of persons who had been forcibly transferred there during
the period of Japanese col oni zati on of the Korean Peninsula. They were stil
suffering various human rights violations. No State-run university in Japan
al | owed graduates of Korean high schools to take their entrance exam nati ons.
The Japanese Governnment still refused to grant any form of recognition to the
ethnic characteristics of the Korean mnority. Her organization thus called
upon the Sub-Commi ssion to investigate the situation and urged the Japanese
Government to revise its discrimnatory education policy.
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62. The Governnent of Bahrain discrimnated against the mnority of Persian
origin who were commonly known as Bidun or stateless. They were denied
Bahrai ni nationality and hence were unable to buy |and, start a business or
obtai n governnent |oans. They also faced social and econonic obstacles,
including difficulties in finding enploynent. Many had been deported by the
Government and denied re-entry.

63. The Sub- Comm ssion should urge the Government of Bahrain to regularize
the status of the Bidun population by facilitating their access to citizenship
and passports, to end the practice of deportation and to announce that
Bahrainis living in exile were free to return to the country. 1In addition,
the Commi ssion's Special Rapporteur on contenporary forms of racism racial

di scrim nation, xenophobia and related intol erance should | ook into the
situation of Persian-origin mnorities in Bahrain.

64. M. MALGUI NOV (Observer for the Russian Federation) said that the

Sub- Commi ssion had a solid basis for its work on mnorities, including, in
particular, the 1992 Declaration on the Rights of Persons Bel onging to
National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Mnorities and the docunents of
regi onal organi zations such as the Council of Europe, the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the Organization of African
Unity (OAU). The Sub-Commission's Wirking Group on Mnorities had an
important role to play in identifying the nost serious problens encountered by
mnority representatives in asserting their rights and by States in protecting
the interests of minority population groups. He urged it to focus nore
closely on key issues and practical situations with a view to achieving
tangible results. It was to be hoped that the Wrking G oup's recommendati ons
woul d be reflected in the Sub-Comm ssion's resolutions and its reconmmendati ons
to the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts.

65. A detailed discussion of inter-ethnic relations and the practica

i npl ementation of mnority rights in the Russian Federation had taken place in
March 1998, when the Committee on the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation had
consi dered the country's periodic report.

66. Hi s del egation viewed all manifestations of nationalismand chauvi nism
as unacceptable, particularly when they occurred in neighbouring States and
affected the rights and dignity of individuals of Russian origin legally
resident there. It had withdrawn its draft resolution on the issue of the
Russi an- speaki ng popul ation of Latvia, at the |ast session of the Commi ssion
on Human Rights, in response to undertakings by Latvian politicians to inprove
the situation and prom ses by international figures to bring pressure to bear
on the Latvian authorities.

67. However, although the Latvian Saeinme (Parliament) had, on 22 June 1998,
adopted anendnents to the Citizenship Act under which children born in Latvia
after August 1991 could be granted citizenship and the exam nation
requirenments for adult applicants for citizenship had been rel axed, the
measures fell short of the recommendati ons of international experts, including
those of the OSCE Hi gh Conmi ssioner on National Mnorities. For exanple,
citizenship was not granted automatically to children and a whole series of
condi tions were attached. Moreover, parents were required to provide
guarantees of their children's “loyalty” to the State.
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68. Recomrendati ons by the OSCE, the Council of Baltic Sea States and the
Counci | of Europe regarding the prohibition of the use of mnority | anguages
in trade or social organizations and the right to instruction in the mnority
| anguage had not yet been inplemented. The draft |abour law still enshrined
i nequal ities and persons wi thout citizenship were unable to enjoy minority
rights. Decisions on those issues were to be nmade by referendum in the
run-up to which a new anti-Russian canpai gn had been | aunched. The
non-citizens nmost closely concerned would not be entitled to participate in
the referendum

69. He trusted that the international comunity would not allow matters to
follow the course envisaged by the nationalists. It was surprising, to say
the | east, that sone del egations sought to justify the events unfolding in
Latvia. Non-Latvians were not meking any extraordi nary demands; they sinply
wi shed to be able to |ive under normal conditions. The first step was for
Latvia to i nplement the recommendati ons of the OSCE Hi gh Comm ssioner on
National Mnorities.

Statenents equivalent to the right of reply

70. Ms. JANJUA (Observer for Pakistan) said that the Constitution guaranteed
protection to all the citizens of Pakistan and the Prinme M nister was

comritted to the pronotion and protection of the rights of all mnorities. In
the face of many chall enges, the Government was neking every effort to
establish a liberal, tolerant, noderate and progressive society. It was

determned to thwart any attenpt to spread ethnic or religious intol erance and
was working hard to control the activities of arnmed groups. Unfortunately,
the country continued to be the target of foreign-funded, indiscrimnate
terrorist acts, which would not be tolerated.

71. Wth regard to the so-called blasphenmy | aws, her Governnent
categorically rejected the statement by one NGO that Section 295 of the
Paki st an Penal Code was used as a weapon to control mnorities. Mny
countries penalized bl asphenmy and, indeed, blaspheny |aws were applied
discrimnatorily in sone devel oped countries, which was not the case in
Paki stan. Section 295 applied to Muslinms and non-Mislins alike. The
conpl ai nts agai nst Section 295 emanated not fromits existence but fromits
occasi onal msuse. The Governnment had instituted appropriate safeguards
agai nst such m suse and was al so considering nore stringent measures to
penal i ze those nmaki ng fal se accusati ons. The higher courts were on their
guard agai nst m scarriages of justice.

72. The whol e country had been shocked by the suicide of Bishop John Joseph
Every effort was being made to resolve the case, which was currently

sub judice. The Governnent and country had al so been shocked at the incident
in Shantinagar. The Prinme Mnister had assured non-Mislimmnorities of ful

protection, imedi ate conpensation and the speedy repair of damaged churches
and hones.

73. A National Conm ssion for Mnorities had been set up to review | aws or
practices of the Government or governnent agencies reported to be
discrimnatory towards mnorities, to recommend neasures to ensure fuller
participation by mnority comunities in all aspects of national life, to
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exam ne the grievances of mnority communities and to ensure that the places
of worship of minority communities were preserved and mai ntained. Such ains
corresponded with the basic tenets of Islamand of the Constitution of
Paki st an.

74. Lastly, she hoped that self-styled NGOs which had spoken about Pakistan
woul d, for credibility's sake, sumon up the courage to speak of the human
rights ills in their own country.

75. M. WELDEG ORG S (Observer for Eritrea) said that the statistics for
human rights violations in Ethiopia he had given the Sub-Comm ssion two weeks
previ ously needed updating: the nunber of persons expelled had risen from
13,000 to 17,000 and the nunber of those in arbitrary detention from 1,000 to
2,000. Also expelled had been 33 staff nenbers of United Nations agencies and
4 OAU staff nembers. The Sub-Comm ssion should speak out, having failed to do
so during Col onel Mengistu's years in power, lest it acquiesce in the crines
of yet another barbarous regine.

76. Both the Governnment of the United States of Anerica and Amesty

I nternational had expressed deep concern at the forcible separation of

fam lies, the undue hardshi ps of those detained or expelled to Eritrea and the
financial | osses caused by sudden expul sions. Ammesty International had
further criticized the fact that the International Conmttee of the Red Cross
(I CRC) had not been given full access to detainees. A letter fromthe |ICRC
itself, of 10 July 1998, gave the lie to the statenent by the Ethiopian

M nistry of Foreign Affairs that civilians taken to the border of Eritrea had
been acconpani ed by representatives of the | CRC

77. He had repeatedly urged nembers of the Sub-Conm ssion and observers to
go and see the situation for thenselves. He was, however, convinced that
enough verifiable third-party docunentation existed for the Sub-Conmm ssion to
take a firmstand. An appropriate pronouncenent could avert a disaster.

78. M. MJSAYEV (Observer for Azerbaijan) said that, over many centuries,
various mnorities had lived in Azerbaijan in peace and harnony with
Azerbaijanis, owing to the people's respect for universal human val ues and for
the religious convictions of others. Despite the continued arned aggression
by Arnenia, resulting in the presence of about a million displaced persons,
the Governnent guaranteed the protection of the human rights of all. Full
effect was given to the right of mnorities to establish their own national
cultural and spiritual centres, which received all possible material and
financial assistance fromthe State. Mnority | anguages were used in the
publication of newspapers and books, in radio and television broadcasts and in
teaching. Mnorities were represented in parliament and all the State
structures.

79. Mnorities had duties as well as rights, however. They could not engage
in any activity contrary to the purpose and principles of the United Nations,

i ncluding the sovereign equality, territorial integrity and politica

i ndependence of States. There was a tendency for the right of peoples to
self-determ nation to be msinterpreted as a right of mnorities to set up
their own States. |In extreme cases, one ethnic group could deprive other
groups - and the population as a whole - of their fundamental rights or could
even comrit genoci de
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80. The nost bl atant exanpl e of such a perverse interpretati on was when the
principle was used to cloak arnmed aggressi on agai nst an independent State and
to consolidate annexation of its territory. Arnenia was propagating the
theory that the basis of its conflict with Azerbaijan was the desire for

sel f-determ nation of the Arnenian conmunity in the Nagorny Karabakh region
whi ch, before the conflict, had enjoyed the w dest political, econom c and
cul tural autonony as part of Azerbaijan. 1t was clear, however, that the

i ssue involved a gross violation of Article 2, paragraph 4, of the Charter of
the United Nations.

81. It was illusory to think that the right to Statehood for mnorities

m ght pronote peace and stability. The best defence against the threat of
ethni c dislocation and tension was genui ne denocracy open to all. Sone forns
of self-rule would facilitate the effective inplenentation of mnority rights
in the fields of education, |anguage, the nedia, culture and religion. In

t hat connection, his CGovernnment considered the principles of settlenent for
the armed conflict between Arnenia and Azerbaijan, as enunciated by the
Chairman-in-Office at the 1996 OSCE Lisbon Sunmit, to be a val uable
contribution to a universal peace nodel, based on respect for the territoria
integrity of States and the promption and protection of human rights.

82. M. ALEMJ (Observer for Ethiopia) said that various groups had been

i ndependent|ly documenting the crimnal acts of the Eritrean Governnent.

Ger man- based researchers for soil and water conservation in Africa had
reported the results of a field trip to eastern Tigray, just south of the
border between Ethiopia and Eritrea. The Irob people who lived there were
highly innovative and industrious farners. |In May 1998, their territory had
been invaded by Eritrean forces. |In the northern part of their |and, wonen
and girls had been raped, churches had been desecrated and were used to store
Eritrean weapons, houses had been di smantled for firewood or building
materials and, it was suspected, young Irob men were being forcibly
conscripted into the Eritrean arny.

83. The rainy season had been good, but farnmers were not allowed to
cultivate their fields unless they agreed to becone Eritrean citizens.

Abl e- bodi ed people had fled to Adigrat, whose popul ati on had nore than doubl ed
with the influx of 35,000 refugees. Anong those were farmers, who prided
thensel ves on their ability to work the land and for whom i dl eness was a sin.
The Irob could not accept the continued occupation of part of their |and and
the division of their people; they regarded thenselves as Ethiopians. |If the
i nternational community could not convince Eritrea to withdraw its troops,
then the Ethiopian people would have no choice but to recover their |and by
force of arnms.

84. Those statenments by neutral observers should nmake the Eritrean
Governnent realize that it could not escape fromits crimnal acts against
children and civilians by masquerading as a victim

85. M. IDRIS (Observer for Sudan) said that Christian Solidarity
International had alleged that the fam ne in northern Bahr-el-Gazal had been
del i berately engi neered by what it called the National Islamc Front, in
pursuit of ethnic cleansing of the Dinka people. The NGO in question knew
very well that the situation had been caused by the combination of an
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unprecedent ed drought and the defection of a senior mlitary officer, which

had caused havoc and di spl acenent anong the civilian population. It had
interpreted as a diversionary policy his Governnment's nove to allow access to
all areas in the south for the international community to deliver relief. It
had also failed to nention that three mllion southerners, many of them

Di nkas, had taken refuge in CGovernnment-controlled areas and in the north.

86. The NGO had gone on to allege Governnent involvenent in raids carried
out by tribes in May 1998, w thout nentioning that the raids were against the
Sudan People's Liberation Arnmy (SPLA), which had previously devastated those
tribes in unprovoked raids, destroying 68 villages, nurdering over 100 people
and stealing tens of thousands of cattle.

87. The call by that NGO for his Government to cease hostilities and accept
the Intergovernnental Authority on Devel opnment (1 GAD) Decl aration of
Principles was misleading: it was the Governnent that had repeatedly called

for a permanent cessation of hostilities, while the Garang faction of the SPLA
had repeatedly rejected such a move. The NGO was well aware that the
Government had unilaterally declared an indefinite and conprehensive ceasefire
in the south, whereas the rebels had not, and that the Governnent had al ready
accepted the | GAD Decl aration of Principles as a basis for negotiations with
the rebels.

88. Hi s Government had invited those interested in human rights issues,

i ncluding Amesty International, various representatives of the United Nations
and dignitaries fromthe States of the European Union, to visit the country.
To denonstrate its keenness to achi eve peace, it had unequivocally accepted
the right of the people of southern Sudan to self-determ nation, to be

exerci sed through an internationally supervised public referendum The
Khart oum Peace Agreenent provided for the southern region to govern itself as
a single entity; and the Constitution guaranteed freedom of expression,

associ ation and religion for all, including the mnorities.

The neeting rose at 6.05 p. m




