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LETTER DATED 23 AUGUST 1998 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE
OF THE SUDAN TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT
OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

This is in reference to my letter dated 22 August 1998 regarding the facts
pertaining to the "al-Shifa" Pharmaceutical Factory destructed by United States
missiles on false allegations. Please find attached a list of documents
providing more information refuting the American allegations that the factory
produces chemical weapons. The documents are as follows:

1. Press Release by Dr. (Lawyer) Ghazi Suleiman, legal adviser of
"al-shifa" Pharmaceutical Company in which he gives the historical
background of the establishment of the factory and its status of
ownership. . . o . . . -

2. An article published by "Asharqg al-Awsat'", Arab international
newspaper, on 22 August 1998 where the former technical director of
"al-shifa" factory, Mr. Khalid Dalbouh (Jordanian), declares that the
mentioned factory was also financed by the American Development Bank
(literally translated from the Arabic).

3. An article by the AFP News Agency, in which a British engineer who
worked at "al-shifa" factory disputes United Stateg claims.

4. An article by the AFP News Agency, in which a Jordanian engineer who
worked at "al-Shifa" factory denies that the factory could have
produced VX gas.

I should be grateful if you could bring the present letter and its annexes

to the attention of the members of the Council and circulate them as a document
of the Security Council.

(Signed) Elfatih ERWA
Permenent Representative

98-24722 (E) 240898
| OB R A O
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Press Statement

BY: DR .GHAZI SULEIMAN
THE LEGAL ADVISOR OF
AL-SHIFA PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANY

Facts concerning the ownership & activities
of the factory destructed by the U.S on false allegations.

Khartoum-21August 1998
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SHIFA Paarmaceutical Company

25 August, (998

PRESS RELEASE

Shifa Pharmaceutical Company is situaled in Khartown North Industrial Area, it an
area of 21,00 metrcs and the total cost is approximately 32 Million US Dollars, and
100% private sector owned as it was cstablished by Mr. Beshir Hassar Beshir - a
Sudanese business man, with 40% co-operation of Baaboud Marine Enterprises.

The Bask of Prelerential Trade ( PTA ), Nairubi funded approximatcly 6 million
Dollars. Ownership changed hands to business mano Salah A. M. Idris and Ahmed

Idris on March 29tk 1998.

Shifa Pharmaceutical Company is one of the largest manufacturers of medicine in
the Middle East and by far the largest in e Sudan. The factory was desigucd by
an American cxpert named Henry Jobe, employed by M.S.D. Pharmaceutical
Company , and who has the cxpertise in this field for over thirty years.

The Campany cousists ol tiiree factories for fiuman mnedicine and one for veterinary
medicinc. There are more than seven production lines for maaufacturing different
medications. The modem machines were imported from Sweden, U.S.A,, Italy,

Switzerland, Gennany, India and Thailand.

The Goal of the Company is to provide reasonably priced drugs and medications
that are of use to the public. The Company has actually produced hunan and
veterinary drugs and has marketed in the different phanmacies 30 differcnt hunan
medicatons and 10 veterinary drugs that cover 90% of the animal diseases.

Samples of these drugs include, children medicines, anti biotic, malaria treatment,
hyper tension, diabetes, ulcer, tuberculosis, sheunatism, .... just as one example,
the TB drug is produced solely by Shifa Co.in the Sudan and is sold at the low cost
of 66,000 Pounds Sudanese, while other brands cost around 200,600 Sudanese

Pounds.

The Company's production is 60% of the local market and 40% for export which
has actually beiug started to the Yemen, Chad, and Nigeria; and lately To Iraq,
with agreement of the United Nation ( oif for food and drugs ).

The Company was visited by many linportant persotalities and Dignitaries , to name
but some:- ;o




8/1998/793
English
Page 4

President of the Niger and his Health Minister;
Foreign Aflairs Minister of Burkina Fasv;

FForeign Allairs, Kenya

President of Bauk of Prefcrential Trude PTA., Nairabs;

‘Director Warld Health Program ( Cast Mediterrancan Region ), Dr. HHussein Al

Gazairi;
{ tealth Minsster, Bockina [Faso;

Ex Health Minister, The Yemen;

Ex British Ambassador to (he Sudan,

The German Ambassador;

Chadien Medical Supplies Dircctor

Arab Doctors Conlrence Dclegates;

Arab Vets Conlicuce-Delegates;

Ovcr Two thousand Sudanese Phanmacists, Physicians and General Practitioners
All Vets inKhartoum Province

Sheperds Union

The Company has always been open to visitors including scholol children.
several staff were wounded

Shifa Pharinaceutical Company was totally destroyed.....
and onc died as a result of his wounds.

1. The buildings and machinery cost 32 Million US Dollars;
2. Raw material at the cost of over 3 Mitlion Dollars,

3. Ready medicines at over 2 Million Dollars cost;
3. Empty containiers and botties plus new inachmicr ( specially for skin products ) at

the cost of 3 Million Dollars;
4. Some Raw matenal at Khartoun Airpert, imporied from Egypt,
5. 306 stafT are left reduidant with a dependancy of 3000 person.

One can see what has re nained now afler this devastating destruction.

THEREFORE

We request an Intemnational Commiltec of experts for investigation and fact
finding mission to clarify all the falsc allegations and ask for the compensation for

the total loss of the factory.

Thank You
Dr Ghazi Suleiman
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Annex II
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Upofficial Translation

Aman, 22 August 1998, ASHARQ AL-AWSAT

Former Technical Director of the Factory demands compensaiion from
Washington for losses it inflicted upon the factory.

American Development Bank contributed to the financing and
establishment of al-Shifa Factory in Khartoum.

Former Technical Director of Sudanese al-Shifa Factory demanded
that USA payv $120,000.000.00 (One Hundred and Twenty Miliion US
Dollars) as compensation for the losses caused by the American missiles
attack. The Techmcal Director, Mr. Khalid Abu Dalbouh, (a Jordanian
national) refuted the allegation which lack precise information and
deceiving at the same nme propagated by Washington 1o justify its unjust
aggression against a pharmaceutical ¢orporation which produce human
and veterinary medicine.

Abu Dalbonh added in a press statement in Aman that the factory
which America alleged that w produces chemical precursor contains 6
Swiss and American computers control equipment in addition to an
American machine for generation of vapor and a unit for water
processing manufactured by the American company (Bronze).

Abu Dalbouh added that the factory contains equipment,
machinery and laboratories manufactured in Britain, Switzerland, Italy,
Sweden, Thailand, Denmark and USA and that the manufacturers could
be contacted to verify the nature of the cquipment and what they produce.
He also confirmed that the American Development Bank contributed with
$5.000.000.00 (Five Million USA Dollars), for the purchase of raw
.materials for the factory's production, the Bank has permanent
representatives inside the factory to supervise every activity, be 1t small
or large, so as to be assured of its efficient performance as a guarantec
regarding its loan.

Dalbouh added tha: there is a record for every machine inthe
factory which explains the quality and quantity of the factory, which was
using advanced technology ie modern American and Swiss computers
and other advanced machinery. Distinguished dignitanies use to visitthe /...
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factory which is considered as a model as regards the quality of its
machinery and performance. Abu Dalbouh. who works in the
manufacturing of medicine industry for 19 years (Adwiat al-Hikma),
currently in charge of the administration of the Gezira pharmaceutical
factory in Saudi Arabia, said that he was following the development of
the al-Shifa factory since its inception and left it 7 months after it started
operation, he participated in purchasing all its machinery and equipment
explaining that the factory components are for the production of
penicillin and antibiotics and veterinary medicine.
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British engineer who worked at Sudan
factory disputes US claim

[ Latest News From Sudan At Sudan. Net ]

H

News Article by AFP on August 22, 1998 at 14:03:50:
British engineer who worked at Sudan factory disputes US claim

LONDON, Aug 22 (AFP) - A British engineer who helped build and equip the
factory in Sudan destroyed by a US missile strike earlier this week said
Saturday it could not have been used to manufacture chemical weapons.

Tom Carnaffin of Hexham, northern England, said he worked for four years as
a technical manager for the family who owns the pharmaceutical plant.

"} have intimate knowiedge of that factory and it just does not lend itseif
to the manufacture of chemical weapons,” he said.

He also said he doubted the US claim that the factory was manufacturing
chemical-warfare related material in the veterinary part of the factory. -

"l have intimate knowledge of that part of the establishment and unless
there have been some radical changes in the last few months it just isn't
equipped to cope with the demands of chemical weapon manufacturing.

"You need things like airlocks but this factory just has doors leading out
onto the street,”" he said.

Carnaffin said he worked in Khartoum at the al-Shifa medicine factory
between 1992 and 1996 and since then has worked closely with its owners, the
Baaboud family, and has been in contact with them two or three times a week.

He also said that the factory was in the process of deing sold to a Saudi
national.
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Annex IV

Engmeers deny Sudan factory could have
produced VX gas

[ Latest News From Sudan At Sudan.Net ]

News Article by AFP on August 22, 1998 at 14.05:18:
Engineers deny Sudan factory could have produced VX gas

AMMAN, Aug 22 (AFP) - The phammaceutical complex of Al-Shifa, destroyed
Thursday in a US cruise missile strike, could not have produced chemical
weapons as Washington claims, engineers who oversaw the plant's production
said Saturday.

"The factory was designed to produce medicine and it would be impossible to
convert it to make anything else,” the Jordanian engineer Mohammed Abul Waheed
told reporters at a press conference organised by the Sudanese embassy in
Amman.

Another Jordanian engineer who worked at the plant denied the factory had
any links with Osama bin Laden, whom the US has blames for the twin August 7
bombings at US embassies in Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam that left 257 dead.

“Osama bin Laden has no relation to this matter, whether financial,
organisational, administrative or anything,” said Ahmed Salem.

A third colleague, Abu Dalbouh, said the factory produced antibiotics for
humans and animals and had no facilities to produce VX gas, as the United
States has alleged.

"I think this is very, very impossible," Dalbouh said. "We don't have any
(production) line to produce that gas."

The three Jordanians said they had overseen construction and the first
three months production of the Al-Shifa pharmaceutical plant which opened in
July 1997.

Al-Shifa was a compiex of three factories in an industrial area surrounded
by residential districts in Khartoum North.




