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M. Maximand Ms. Warzazi: draft resolution

1998/... Hunmnitarian situation in Irag

The Sub- Commi ssi on on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of
M norities, recalling its decisions 1996/107 of 20 August 1996 and 1997/119 of
28 August 1997 and its resolution 1997/35 of 28 August 1997, believing that
measures such as enbargoes should be linmted in tine and should be lifted even
if the legitimte objectives of the neasures have not yet been attained,
affirm ng once again the need to respect the Charter of the United Nations,
the Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, the International Covenants on
human rights, and the rel evant provisions of the Geneva Conventions of
12 August 1949 and the two Additional Protocols thereto, notes with grave
concern the i mense suffering endured by the Iraqgi people, and by children in

particul ar.
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The Sub- Commi ssion draws attention to the alarm ng accounts in numerous
reports by the United Nations and specialized agenci es concerning the
situation of innocent people who are suffering an unacceptable decline in
| evel s of health, nutrition, health care and enploynent and in agriculture.

It points out in this regard that the Secretary-Ceneral stated in his report

“

to the Security Council on the “oil for food” programre in February 1998
(S/1998/90) that infant nortality in Ilraq is rising, that the water supply
situation has continued to deteriorate, and that farmoutput will be able to
meet only 10 per cent of required nutritional I|evels.

The Sub- Commi ssion notes with satisfaction that nmany non-governnent al
organi zati ons and personalities froma variety of countries, including the
United States of Anerica, have organi zed humanitarian convoys for Iraqg, thus
di spl aying their disapproval of the adverse consequences of an enbargo that
deprives an entire popul ation of food, care and education

Consi dering any enmbargo that condemnms an innocent people to hunger
di sease, ignorance and even death without attaining the objectives for which
it was declared to be a flagrant violation of the econom c, social and
cultural rights of the people concerned and of international |aw, the
Sub- Commi ssi on appeals to the international community and, in particular, to
the Security Council for the embargo provisions affecting the humanitarian
situation of the population in lraq to be lifted. It also urges the
i nternational comunity and all Governnents, including that of Irag, to
alleviate the suffering of the Iraqi population, in particular by facilitating
the delivery of food, nedical supplies and the wherewithal to neet their basic

needs.



