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The neeting was called to order at 3 p. m

THE | MPLEMENTATI ON CF HUMAN RI GHTS W TH REGARD TO WOMEN:

(a) TRADI TI ONAL PRACTI CES AFFECTI NG THE HEALTH OF WOMVEN AND THE G RL
CHI LD;

(b) THE ROLE AND EQUAL PARTI ClI PATI ON OF WOMVEN | N DEVELOPMENT

(agenda item5) (continued) (E/ CN. 4/Sub.2/1998/11; A/ 52/ 38/ Rev.1
E/ 1998/ 27- E/ CN. 6/ 1998/ 12)

1. Ms. McDOUGALL said that trafficking in persons was a growi ng and serious
probl em t hroughout the world. Mst of the traffickers operated with inmpunity.
It was a lucrative, | owrisk business conpared with trafficking in drugs or
weapons but was increasingly being organized by crimnal syndicates. Some of
the trafficking routes spanned great distances with victinms being noved

hal fway across the world, while others spanned only the distance froma
village to a city or across a border

2. Whil e wonen and girls had al ways been the focus, trafficking was a

gl obal phenonenon and the victins could be of either sex as well as of any
age, race or nationality. The majority of victins, however, were wonen and
girls due to gender inequality in the famly and in society, gender

di scrimnation in education and enpl oynment, harnful cultural stereotypes of
worren and girls as sexual objects, and the worl dw de fem nization of poverty.
Menmbers of mnority groups were particularly vulnerable. The nost likely risk
factor for victins of trafficking was poverty.

3. Peopl e became the victins of trafficking for a wi de variety of
expl oi tative purposes: prostitution and other forms of sex work; manual or

i ndustrial |abour; narriage, adoption or other types of relationships; or
domestic servitude. People who were recruited or transported into slavery or
forced | abour of any kind should, in every circunstance, be considered to be
victinms of trafficking.

4, Wonen and girls who entered the sex industry faced special |egal
psychol ogi cal and social hurdles not faced by other victinms of trafficking:
due to the social stigma they often found reintegration into society difficult
if not inpossible. The crimnalization of prostitution increased the

vul nerability to abuse and exploitation of wonen who had been the victins of
trafficking. Placing undue enphasis on restricting border entry mght also be
the wrong approach in that it mght nmerely increase the desperation of
potential trafficking victins and enable traffickers, corrupt officials and
others to exploit unwary econonic nigrants.

5. It was critical that efforts on trafficking i ssues should be pursued

col l aboratively in a multidinensional approach, with a continuing dial ogue
between the United Nations and its specialized agencies, national Governments,
donor institutions and non-governnental organizations (NGOs) working with

| ocal conmunities, regionally and nationally. The primary goal of al
anti-trafficking initiatives should be the protection of the human rights of
all persons and should not be linmted to border control and crinme prevention
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efforts. They should also include social welfare and victim assistance
programes whi ch addressed the root causes of trafficking in source, transit
and destination countries and |locales. States and the various internationa
and regional devel opnent agencies should, in consultation with NGOs, institute
gender -i ntegrated devel opnent progranmes in those regions of source countries
in which women and girls were particularly vulnerable to trafficking.

6. Human rights | aw, standards and principles should be extended to al
trafficking victins regardless of citizenship, residence or national status.

It was crucial that the victins should be able to seek protection from State
and | ocal authorities without fear of persecution or sumrary deportation
shoul d be given free legal aid and interpretation services; be afforded
appropriate nedical attention both physical and mental; be given assistance in
obt ai ni ng enpl oynent and housi ng, social welfare benefits, work and residence
permts, visas or asylum and be given the opportunity to return hone if they
so desired. Trafficking victins should also be able to seek | egal recourse in
crimnal or civil proceedings against their exploiters.

7. Wthout limting the freedomof wonen to travel, authorities likely to
encounter trafficking victins should be properly trained to recognize
trafficking situations: States should | aunch educati on canpai gns to make
potential victins aware of their rights, particularly in destination
countries, and consul ates, enbassies and travel agencies shoul d advise
potential victins of the risks, consequences and warning signs of trafficking.

8. States should strengthen their |egislation and policies against
trafficking by ratifying the relevant international conventions, and the

Sub- Commi ssi on shoul d aut horize the Wbrking G oup on Contenporary Fornms of

Sl avery to study the Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons
and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others with a viewto

determ ning whether it adequately addressed the problemof trafficking and
protected the human rights of the victinms and, if not, whether it should be
suppl enented by a protocol or replaced by a new convention

9. M. PARK noted with interest a couple of positive elenents in

Ms. Warzazi's second report on the situation regarding the elimnation of
traditional practices affecting the health of wonen and the girl child
(E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1998/ 11) but said that, in her conclusion, she had expressed
regret that the lack of replies from Governnments and particularly fromthose
nmost concerned by harnful practices had nade it inpossible for her to conplete
her task. Governnents should reply both early and fully. Moreover, the |eve
of Secretariat assistance given to her needed to be substantially increased
and sustained so that she could continue her research and anal ysis and her
col l ection of information.

10. Referring to the statement made by Ms. MDougall on trafficking in
persons, he said that action was undoubtedly needed at national, internationa
and NGO | evel s.

11. M. BOUTKEVI TCH said that Ms. Warzazi had produced a val uabl e second
report on the situation regarding the elimnation of traditional practices
affecting the health of women and the girl child (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1998/11)
despite a |l ack of cooperation from Governnents. He noted that she had
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received no replies or cooperation fromthe Governnent of any country in
Eastern Europe or of any country that had formed part of the Union of Soviet
Soci al i st Republics, and hoped that she would receive greater assistance and
support in the future.

12. In the constitutions of all those countries, wonmen had equal status with
men and, until recently, the situations regarding wonen and the girl child had
been considered fairly favourable. What was inportant, however, was not

whet her good | aws exi sted, but whether they were inplenented. Eastern

Eur opean Governnents had al ways asserted that national |egislation existed as
a result of which the situation of wonen and the girl child had inproved but,
in recent years, Eastern European wonen had been able to conpare their
situation with that of wonmen in Western Europe and had concluded that their
Governments' assertions were enpty ones. As a result of unenploynent and the
non- paynent of wages, wonmen in Eastern Europe often found thenselves sold into
slavery. Children in large towns sold their bodies and even thenselves with

t he encouragenment of their unenpl oyed parents. As a result, both wonen and
children becanme victinms of AIDS, as well as of other sexually transmtted

di seases, and of violence conmtted by clients.

13. The trade union nmovenments in the countries of Eastern Europe and the
former Soviet Union were dead |letters so there was hardly any organized
protection of the workforce. |Increasing unenploynment had led to grow ng

al cohol i sm anong both nmen and wonen, resulting in donestic violence and crine
of which wonen were nost frequently the victinms; there had been a substantia
growh in the nunber of nurders of wonen.

14. The nunber of unenpl oyed wonen was nuch greater than that of men;
traditionally, wonen were paid |l ess than nen, and disnm ssed fromwork nore
readily than nen. Wen schools and hospitals were closed down, women were
nmore affected than nen because they were nore strongly represented in the
respecti ve workforces. Privatization in the nedical sphere took no account of
vul nerabl e groups, and produced negative consequences in terns of the

i ncreased price of nedicines which becane inaccessible to many people. There
were fewer hospitals and fewer hospital beds, so wonen gave birth increasingly
in the hone and often wi thout professional assistance. Charlatanismwas on
the increase, and even encouraged by advertisenents in the nedia.

15. Aside fromthe initial mlitary operation, men and wonmen had taken an
equal part in the efforts to liquidate the consequences of the accident at the
Cher nobyl atom c power station, but the nen had received nuch nore than the
wonen in terns of social benefits, which included free medical treatnent,
stays in sanatoriuns and extra | eave.

16. M. MacDONALD (United Nations Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA)) said that gender

i ssues, including the pronotion of equity, equality and full participation of
woren, were integral parts of all UNFPA activities. |In addition to its
advocacy activities, UNFPA had for several years been working with the Ofice
of the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and ot her

i nternati onal and non-governnental organizations in providing reproductive
health services to refugees, internally displaced persons and returnees. In
addition to counselling, special services were provided, especially to women
and girls who had been the victins of sexual abuse and violence. Projects had
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been and were still being carried out in Bosnia, Croatia, the Great Lakes
region of Africa, other countries of sub-Saharan Africa, the Mddl e East and
Asi a.

17. UNFPA was supporting a nunber of concrete actions against specific human
rights violations and assisting wonen to stand up for their own rights and to
make better use of existing legal instrunents. |t supported a nunber of

organi zati ons working to enhance national capacity to develop |legislation to
strengthen reproductive rights and wonen's enpowernment, to pronote know edge
on famly | aw and wonen's rights, to pronote a correct interpretation of

I sl ami ¢ teaching on popul ati on and human rights issues, and to pronote

| egi sl ati on agai nst donestic and sexual viol ence.

18. Together with the United Nations Institute for Training and Research
(UNI TAR) and the International Organization for Mgration (IOM, UNFPA was
organi zing a series of courses for government officers on the human rights
di mensions of mgration. In July 1998, UNFPA had signed a nenorandum of
understanding with the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights as a
result of which it was seconding a nmenber of its staff to that O fice.

19. Ms. MADUAKOH (OfFfice of the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for
Refugees) said that the unique functions of UNHCR i nplied some specific
obligations with regard to programmes for refugee wonmen who, with their
dependants, represented nore than 80 per cent of the beneficiaries of its
programes. UNHCR recogni zed that becoming a refugee affected nmen and wonen
differently, and that effective progranm ng had to recogni ze those

differences. |Its policy on refugee wonen was based on the principle of
mai nst reamn ng refugee wonen's concerns into all policies and guidelines
designed specifically to ensure their protection. It also had a high-Ieve

reference group on refugee wonen whi ch was chaired by the Deputy High

Conmi ssioner. Action was taken to enable refugee wonen to participate and
make a positive contribution, ensuring their greater involvement both as
partici pants and as beneficiaries in the social and economc activities of the
proj ects.

20. To ensure that that policy was carried out effectively, UNHCR had

undert aken gender awareness and sensitivity training. Al nmenbers of staff
and i npl enmenting partners were nmade aware that the traditionally defined roles
and responsibilities for men and wonen were societal constraints which no

| onger held true in a refugee canp. The new situation created by upheaval,
flight and asyluminvol ved nmany wonen becomi ng heads of househol ds, because
the men were no | onger present to performtheir traditional roles.

21. Lack of awareness on the part of refugee wonen of their rights and
entitlenents often resulted in them being unable to ensure that their rights
were nmet. That was bei ng addressed through awareness canpaigns. It was hoped

that, as a result, refugee wonen woul d achi eve self-sufficiency for the
duration of their stay in a country of asylum and would be able to play an
active role upon their return to their countries of origin.

22. Some of the traditional practices of refugee communities were harnful to
heal th, well-being and devel opnent, and it was wonen and girls who were nost
usual ly affected. UNHCR had taken very seriously the Sub-Comm ssion's Plan of
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Action for the Elimnation of Harnful Traditional Practices Affecting the

Heal th of Women and Children and, where possible, had pronmoted and i npl ement ed
its recoomendations in its programme planning. Fenmale genital nutilation and

early chil dhood marri ages were exanples of harnful traditional practices that

were nost preval ent anpbng sone popul ati ons of concern to UNHCR, they were

i nternationally condenmmed due to the grave health risks they entailed, as well
as the human rights principles they violated.

23. Harnful traditional practices violated such rights as the right to life,
the right to security of person and the right to freedomfromtorture and
ot her cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnment. UNHCR endorsed the joint

statement by the World Health Organi zation (WHO), the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNI CEF) and UNFPA on femal e genital nutilation.

24. Action to eradicate harnful traditional practices inevitably conflicted
with cultural norms. UNHCR focused its educational and informational efforts
on the negative consequences of such practices, targeting religious and
traditional |eaders, traditional birth attendants, other health workers and
refugees. It provided technical support and resources for national and |oca
groups engaged in comrunity-based activities.

25. In Kenya, local NGOs had dealt with the issue of female genita
mutilation in workshops covering other reproductive health issues, including
sexual ly transm tted di seases and H V/AIDS. In Ethiopia, on the other hand,

the i ssue had been successfully addressed in isolation. Oher initiatives

i ncluded the provision of alternative incone-generating activities for those
who carried out harnful traditional practices. Australia, Canada, the
United States and many European countries had | egi sl ated agai nst fenmal e
genital nutilation

26. UNHCR was concerned at the indignities and threats, notably sexua
violence, inflicted on refugee wonen by bandits, by conbatants and soneti nes
even by fellow asyl um seekers or officials in various parts of the world.

27. Ms. CECHUROVA (Transnational Radical Party) said that, since sone of the
nmost serious cases of violence against women would fall within the
jurisdiction of the new International Crimnal Court, her organization was
gratified to note the satisfactory gender bal ance achieved in the Court's
Statute and urged that it should start work wi thout delay.

28. The peopl e of Afghanistan, and the wonen in particular, were victins of
severe violations of the right to life, liberty and security of person and to
freedom of opinion, expression, religion and association. Wnen were denied
access to basic education, health care, training and enpl oynent, and were
barred fromparticipating in political, economc, social and cultural life,

al though the Taliban's interpretation of Islamwas rejected by a |arge
proportion of the Islamc world.

29. The United Nations Drug Control Programme had regrettably concl uded an
agreement with the Taliban on funding the eradication of poppy straw. Such a
nove was not only of dubious efficiency, it also conferred |legitimcy on the
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regime. Her organization called for the suspension of all cooperation
programes, except humanitarian relief, until the Government in Afghanistan
showed respect for the human rights of both men and wonen.

30. Ms. RAS-WORK (Inter-African Committee on Traditional Practices) said
that the report by the Sub-Comr ssion's Special Rapporteur on traditiona
practices affecting the health of wonen and the girl child
(E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1998/ 11) denmonstrated her conmtnment to the advancenent of
wonen's rights. Nevertheless, the lack of government response to her
inquiries regarding the inplenentation of the Plan of Action adopted in 1994
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1994/ Add. 1 and Corr.1) had severely hanpered her work. The
Sub- Commi ssi on should thus request increased resources to enable the Specia
Rapporteur to make field visits, organi ze consultations and enhance

comuni cations on the subject of traditional practices. The Sub-Conm ssion
shoul d al so review the action taken since the two regional semnars held in
Burki na Faso in 1991 and Sri Lanka in 1994.

31. In Septenber 1997, her organization had organi zed a synposium for
African legislators in collaboration with the Organization of African Unity
(QAU) and the Econom ¢ Comm ssion for Africa (ECA) to consider the issue of

vi ol ence agai nst wonen in general and female genital nutilation in particular
The synposi um had adopted the Addi s Ababa Declaration which called on
Governnments to elimnate all forns of traditionally condoned violence and its
final report had been endorsed by the QAU Council of Mnisters and Assenbly of
Heads of State and Governnent.

32. Wth the support of the Ganbi an Government, her organization had al so
organi zed a synposiumon traditional practices in the Ganbia in July 1998,

whi ch brought together religious |eaders and nedical personnel from 11 African
countries. |Islamc and Christian religious |eaders had unani nously condemed
traditionally condoned violence such as fermale genital nutilation and issued a
conmuni qué at the end of the synposiumcalling on all religious |eaders to
join in the canpaign to eradicate such practices.

33. Ms. BRIDEL (International Association of Denocratic Lawers) said that
the Al gerian authorities had reacted with contenpt to the Al gerian wonmen's
novenent in support of an overall revision of the reactionary Fam |y Code.

Al gerian wonen drew an anal ogy between the fundanentalist violence perpetrated
against famlies in the villages and that perpetrated agai nst wormen in the
Fam |y Code. A Committee representing 70 wonen's associ ati ons had denmanded
22 amendnents of the most discrinminatory articles. The authorities had
responded that the proposed anendnments were inconpatible with Islamc
principles and certain articles of the 1996 Constitution while, according to
the Prime Mnister, any review of the Code nust take into account the need to
consolidate the fam |y unit.

34. The wonen's associ ati ons had demanded the abolition of polygany, of
guardi anship for adult wonen and of inequality in marriage and the

i ntroduction of shared parental authority and the allocation of the famly
home to the parent having custody of the children. The authorities had
responded with a prelimnary draft that nmintained all those provisions
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unchanged. Some cosnetic changes had been introduced in the areas of divorce,
al i rony and division of property, but wonen's | egal incapacity had been
mai nt ai ned.

35. Ms. BENNI NGER- BUDEL (Worl d Organi zati on agai nst Torture), having
comented that certain mainstream human rights nechani sns and bodi es tended to
ignore matters of fundanental concern to wonen because of the absence of a
gender-sensitive approach in their work, said that in February 1998, the
Superior Council of the Cultural Revolution of Iran had vetoed accession to
the Convention on the Elimnation of All Forms of Discrimnation against

Wnen. | n Afghani stan, wonen were basically under house arrest. They were
deni ed nedi cal care unless acconpanied by a close male relative. Their
subservient status neant they had no way of protecting their physical and
psychol ogical integrity and they were particularly vulnerable to violence.

36. Gender inequality led to difficulties in the investigation and
prosecution of the crinme of rape, particularly when the perpetrator was a
State official. As sexual assault was a formof torture, the inpunity of the

torturer was proportionately nore serious.

37. Wonen and girls of ethnic Chinese origin had been systematically raped
during the recent riots in Indonesia and there were strong indications that
the I ndonesian mlitary had been involved. Sinmlarities with acts of rape
perpetrated by the nmilitary in East Tinor, Aceh and West Papua had been noted.
The Sub- Commi ssi on should reconmend that an office of the Hi gh Comm ssioner
for Human Ri ghts be opened in Jakarta to assist the Governnment in inplenmenting
refornms and nonitoring the human rights situation. 1In Sri Lanka, also
sol di ers had raped Tam | wonen and young girls on a massive scale and often
with inpunity, because reporting led to reprisals against the victinms and
their famlies.

38. The Sub- Commi ssion should insist that all United Nations human rights
mechani sms and bodi es paid special attention to gender-specific forns of

vi ol ence and col |l aborated actively with the Special Rapporteur on viol ence
agai nst wonren in finding ways to put an end to such practices.

39. Ms. SANCHEZ (International Peace Bureau) said that the situation in
Mexi co had becone intolerable, with w despread and serious human rights
violations. The rights of indigenous peoples were being systematically and
repeatedly violated. |In the State of Chiapas, the Wnen's G oup of

San Cristdbal de |as Casas had received over 300 conplaints of rape of

i ndi genous wonen between January 1994 and March 1997. [In August 1996, two
girls aged 13 and 15 had been raped, tortured and murdered by a paramlitary
group. The |eaders of the Kinal Ansetik organization of indigenous wonen had
received death threats fromparamlitary groups. Intimdation and physica
and psychol ogi cal assault often went unreported because the wonmen were afraid
of reprisals.

40. The indi genous wonen of Mexico, who aspired to live in peace and
dignity, called on the Sub-Comm ssion to adopt an outspoken resol ution that
woul d denonstrate its conmitnent to the role of the United Nations as
protector of all human rights, including the rights of indigenous peoples and
the rights of wonen.
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41. M. Fan Guoxiang, Vice-Chairnan, took the Chair.

42. Ms. GANDHI (I ndian Council of Education) said that, since many devel oped
countries had not conpletely eradicated prejudi ce agai nst wonmen, it was

unli kely that underdevel oped countries would grant their wonen any greater
freedom Mreover, the resurgence of religious fundamentalismhad tended to
make the situation worse

43. The new i nternational econom c order was to have given wonmen a definite
role in devel opnent, yet the fact that rigid social and religious patterns
prevailed in the | east devel oped countries was often ignored. However,
wonen's freedom was not a function of economics or material wealth al one, but

al so of enlightenment and education: South Asia, for all its poverty, had
produced outstanding wonen in many fields; India, though steeped in tradition
reserved seats for wonen in |ocal governnent. |f progress had been made

t here, however, it was because the wonen's novenent had made a det erm ned
effort to secure the rights that nmen had | ong enjoyed.

44, Those rights could best be preserved when wonen were granted equa
opportunity in education, which brought skills and an awareness that wonmen had
the right to exploit those skills. Civil society and Governnment needed to
wor k together to ensure wonen's full participation in devel opment. That was
not likely to happen, however, in countries whose |egal structures treated
wonen as second-class citizens.

45. The chi ef contenporary threat to wonen's rights came fromterrorism

whi ch denied themthe one right all wonmen demanded: the right to secure the
lives and welfare of their children. The international community should
ostraci ze societies that discrimnated agai nst wonen by constitutional
institutional and | egal neans or encouraged extrem st, fundanentalist or
terrorist groups; and it should encourage Governnments and NGOs to establish
educational programres for all in order to do away with custons and traditions
that prevented wonmen from becoming full partners in devel opment.

46. Ms. ARIF (Interfaith International) said that the nmistreatnent of wonen
by the Taliban Governnent in Afghanistan contravened every single article of
the Convention on the Elimnation of All Forms of Discrimnation against

Wnen. Wonen were deni ed equal access to political and public life, freedom
of novenent, and access to education and work outside the home. They faced
the threat of beatings or even death if they dressed incorrectly. Despite the
Tal i ban Governnent's contentions, there was no theol ogical foundation for such
m streatment. In any case, whatever religious justification was advanced, her
organi zati on, which was devoted to tol erance between religions, saw the issue
as one of wonen's human rights. She thus urged all CGovernnments comritted to
the Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and the Convention on the

Eli mination of All Fornms of Discrimnation against Wnen to press for changes
to the policy towards wonen in Afghani stan, backed up by sanctions in respect
of external assistance and the supply of arms. She also called upon al
religious | eaders and scholars to use their influence with the Taliban
Governnment to relieve the oppression of wonmen in Afghanistan and the

Sub- Commi ssion to pay particular attention to their plight.
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47. Ms. PARKER (I nternational Educational Devel opnent, Inc.) conmended the
Sub- Commi ssion for its attention to the problem of governnent-|ed viol ence
agai nst wonen, in particular rape, torture and violence in the context of
armed conflicts. She was particularly pleased to see the attention given

to the issue of Japan's war rape schene in the appendix to the final report
submi tted under agenda item 6 (E/ CN. 4/Sub.?2/1998/13). War rape had for
centuries been considered a war crinme and universally condemed, yet it
persisted - and was sonetines endemic - in armed conflicts.

48. In Kashmr, wonen were routinely raped and subjected to violence by

I ndian forces. Since 1996, war rape in the area had increased to epidemc
proportions. Only when the Indian arny had wi thdrawn from Jammu and Kashmr,
allowing the United Nations to conduct a plebiscite, as mandated by the
Security Council, would such viol ence end.

49. Her organi zation had sent two video tapes to the Ofice of the

United Nations Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts concerning the situation in
Chi apas, Mexico, together with testinony regardi ng tear-gas, produced in the
United States of Anerica, that had been used against |Indian women there. O
nearly 20,000 war refugees, nost were wonen, who were constantly harassed,
raped and sexually hunmiliated by the Mexican arnmed forces. It was difficult
to take |l egal action on their behalf, and victinms could not even be hel ped by
so-cal |l ed humanitarian aid when - as in the case of a recent shipment fromthe
Mexi can Red Cross - it was a tragic fraud and consisted |argely of expired
nmedi cines and diet pills. Their situation had become even nore precarious

as a result of the expulsion from Mexi co of many international NGGs. The
Sub- Commi ssi on should call on Mexico to allow free access by humanitarian and
human rights groups, the provision of food and nedicines, and the resunption
of neani ngful discussions ained at peace and soci al devel opnent.

50. In Sri Lanka, the military forces had consistently used rape and

vi ol ence agai nst Tam | wonen. The perpetrators had been brought to trial in
only one case, and government nmilitary forces continued to rape Tam | wonen
with inpunity. Moreover, many of the victinms had di sappeared. Internationa
aid was no | onger reachi ng displaced wonen, as the Sri Lankan CGovernment had
recently expelled nost humanitarian groups. The Sub-Comm ssion shoul d speak
out and encour age neani ngful dial ogue between the parties to the conflict.

51. Ms. DIOP (African Commi ssion of Health and Human Ri ghts Pronoters) said
that women's rights were human rights and they cut across all aspects of the
devel opnent process. No nation could expect econom ¢ growth under conditions
where wonen - the guardians of future generations - were raped or subjected to
vi ol ence.

52. Wonen represented nmore than half the popul ation of the African
continent, yet they took no part in decision-making, particularly the
decisions that led to the many conflicts that had broken out in recent years.
When conflicts occurred, however, it was they who were burdened with the
responsibility for other vul nerable groups in society and thensel ves fel
victimto a disproportionate extent.
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53. Worren's critical role in conflict was rarely recogni zed and their

special skills as agents of reconciliation had not been harnessed. African
wonen were no | onger prepared to accept that situation. Beginning in 1993,
when the Kanpal a Action Pl an had been adopted, they had worked towards the
creation of the African Wonen's Committee for Peace and Devel opment, which had
been announced in April 1998 by the OAU and ECA

54. The Committee was the first body of its kind to include wonmen from
Governnments and civil society, who would deal directly with regi onal bodies
such as OAU and ECA; it would articul ate grass-roots wonen's vi ews on peace
and devel opnent issues, thus helping to ensure the full participation of
African wonen in the highest decision-making forumin the continent. She
urged the international community to help nake the Commttee a success.

55. Ms. ARIAS URI BURU (New Human Ri ghts) said that she wi shed to describe
her case in the context of wonen's and children's rights. An Argentine
citizen resident in Guatenala, she had married a Jordanian, M. |mad Shaban,
in 1991, and had had three children. In July 1997, M. Shaban had taken
Guatemal an citizenship, thereby renouncing his Jordanian citizenship. 1In

Cct ober 1997, she and M. Shaban had separated. On 9 Decenber 1997, the
famly court had granted her custody of the children under the |aw agai nst
domestic violence nentioned by the Special Rapporteur in her report on the
heal th of wonmen and the girl child (E/ CN. 4/Sub.2/1998/11, para. 28). The
father was denied access to the famly and she and the children were under the
court's protection. However, the father, having obtained tenporary custody by
i rregul ar means, had abducted the children on 10 Decenber and taken them
illegally to Jordan

56. Until March 1998, when it had been confirmed that they were in Jordan
with their father, she had had no information concerning the children. The
father had nmeanwhile submtted a request for custody to a Jordanian religious
court, which had no jurisdiction in the case.

57. The position in which her famly found itself was a violation of

i nternational human rights nornms and she appealed to the Sub-Comm ssion to
hel p her find a lasting solution which would be in the best interests of her
chi | dren.

58. M. BALTI (Association tunisienne pour |'auto-dével oppenent et |a
solidarité - ATLAS) said that his organization worked to pronpte econom c
rights and the right to devel opnment and nade a nodest contribution to
political, economc and social reforms in Tunisia. ATLAS was particularly
concerned about the position of rural wonen, anmong whom for various reasons,
deprivation was increasing nore rapidly than anong nen in the sane
environnent. ATLAS projects adopted a participatory approach with the gender

perspective integrated fromthe start. It had carried out projects involving
rural women in a range of productive activities and giving themaccess to the
means of production through mcrocredit schenes. It also ran literacy

progranmmes and worked with the central Governnent and regional devel opnment
councils to inprove the infrastructure and pronote appropriate technol ogies.
ATLAS was thus hel ping wonen in nmany ways to exercise their rights and to
participate actively as essential partners in devel opnent.
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59. Ms. AVELLA (Wonen's International Denocratic Federation) said that

vi ol ence agai nst wonen was on the rise in many parts of the world. In

Af ghani st an, wonen suffered permanent discrimnation and lived in subhuman
conditions of total submission. |In East Tinmor, the occupation arny tortured
and raped wonen. The suffering of wonen in Kashmir was well known and in
Turkey Kurdi sh wonmen were frequently tortured, killed or inprisoned. In

Sri Lanka, Tam | wonen were treated as the spoils of war.

60. In Mexico, wonen suffered rape, intimdation, threats and

di sappearances. Wonen continued to be nurdered with inpunity in Col onbi a:

two wonen politicians had been shot in the past four nonths and, only the day
before, a journalist had been shot dead. Mercedes Usuga, Latin Anerica's

| ongest -standing political prisoner, inprisoned by faceless judges on
trunmped-up charges, was still in prison and in very poor health. Fenuale
prisoners in Peru suffered i nhuman conditions and, despite the intervention of
the Red Cross, not only their human rights but also those of fam |y nenbers
were viol ated

61. Various Arab countries continued to condone nmen's “crines of honour” to
puni sh female fam |y nenbers who had sexual relations outside marriage, and in
Iran practices such as stoning to death or punishment for dressing incorrectly
remai ned in place, even under the new Governnent.

62. Her organi zation found it regrettable that many Governnments had not
col |l aborated with the Special Rapporteur in her request for information on
traditional practices affecting the health of wonmen and hoped that a cl oser
col l aboration with the Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts woul d assi st her in her work.

63. Ms. JURT (European Union of Public Relations) said that, since prejudice
agai nst wonen still persisted everywhere, their rights and freedons nust
recei ve special protection so as to enable themto realize their ful

potential and contribute neaningfully to social devel opment. Wnmen had, after
all, proved thensel ves capabl e of being successful Prime Mnisters,

scientists, surgeons, astronauts and so forth. \ereas in tribal societies,
wonen shared tasks equally with nmen, devel opment often created nore hurdles

than opportunities. In many so-called “npdern” societies, wonen were not
permtted to drive alone, travel without a man's permission, or marry
according to their own w shes. In such societies, noreover, urban women

tendered to be nore cloistered than their rural counterparts.

64. In devel oping countries, female infanticide, dowy deaths and the denia
of education and opportunities to wonen were commn phenonena. |In some of the
weal t hi est countries too, wonen continued to be treated as second-cl ass
citizens. Many wonen, rather than fight discrimnation, however, had accepted
a formof enotional and financial security provided by nen. Were they had
united to assert their rights, they had achi eved econom c i ndependence and
even the respect of the very patriarchal societies that had subjugated them

65. A veil ed housewi fe could be as free as any woman in the workpl ace, but
only as long as she was aware of her rights. \Wen wonmen achi eved awar eness,
t hey chal |l enged stereotypes, but awareness, which was the key to freedom
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was born from exposure to the world. In Afghanistan, the Pakistani-trained
Tal i ban deni ed even the npbst basic of education to wonen, thereby denying them
any nmeaningful role in society.

66. One day, the Taliban mght well seek to inpose a simlar regine in
Paki st an, where there were enough |ike-m nded people who woul d wel come further
oppression of wonen. It was thus heartening that the Human Ri ghts Comm ssion

of Pakistan had sought to highlight ways in which Pakistani |aws already
restricted the rights and freedons of wonen and that Pakistani wonen had
deci ded to speak out against the treatnent of wonmen in Afghanistan

67. If a simlar environment was not to be repeated el sewhere, the wonen of
the world nust raise a united voice against all those sustaining the Taliban
be they the Pakistani authorities, United States business interests or
religious fundanentali sts.

68. M. SHOAIB (MiuslimWorld League) said that the continued violation of
the human rights of wonen and girls in Indian-occupi ed Kashm r was of
particul ar concern to his organization. Wnen were the prime target of the
brutal mlitary operation waged by India in response to Kashm ri denmands for
self-determ nation. Mol estation, rape and ki dnappi ng at the hands of the
mlitary and paranilitary had becone the norm and viol ence agai nst women in
custody continued with total inpunity. The Sub-Commi ssion should urge the
Governnment of India to invite the Special Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst wonmen
to conduct inpartial investigations into all such allegations.

69. M. QGuissé resuned the Chair.

70. Ms. RAM REZ (International Federation of ACAT (Action of Christians for
the Abolition of Torture)) said that she knew from personal experience of the
suffering of the indigenous wonen in Mexico at the hands of the authorities
who should be protecting their rights: the police, the mlitary, and the
judiciary. During the night of 24 April 1997, sonme 80 State policenmen had
broken into her honme in Santa Maria Jal atengo, State of QOaxaca, and had
intimdated and assaulted her famly in their beds. Her husband,

Celerino Jinenez, had been taken away and tortured to death. She had been
told that he had died in a “clash with the police”, which was a blatant lie
since they had been asleep when the police broke in. Many other indi genous
wonen had | ost their husbands in the sane way, at |east 90 of themto her own
know edge.

71. She hoped that the great sacrifices she had nade in order to testify
bef ore the Sub- Conm ssion would not be in vain and that the internationa
conmunity woul d urge the Mexican Governnent to put an end to the sufferings
and the violation of the human rights of indigenous people.

72. Ms. GUL (Al Pakistan Women's Association) said that, in situations of
armed conflict, wonen were the easiest targets. Kashmiri wonmen had been
exposed to a consistent pattern of humliation and viol ence, including
gang-rape and abductions. Reputable human rights organi zati ons had docunent ed
scores of testinonies of violence against wonen in Kashmr; hundreds of
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stories renmained to be told, and hundreds nore would be carried to their
graves by those who preferred death to the disclosure of the indignities they
had suffered.

73. The I ndi an Wnen’ s Fact - Fi ndi ng Comm ssion had reported in 1997 that
mnor girls were hesitant to attend school as a result of sexual harassnent
fromarmy personnel, and that nmany wonen in Kashmr suffered extreme anxiety
and nervous breakdowns. The Indian authorities had, however, attenpted to
prevent the gross violations of human rights of Kashmiri women fromcoming to
the attention of the international community. Only two days previously,
Kashmiris with valid Sw ss visas had been prevented from boarding their plane
i n New Del hi.

74. I nternational human rights bodies such as the Sub-Comm ssion had a
speci al responsibility to protect and pronote human rights of the nost
vul nerabl e nmenbers of society, nanely wonen and children. It was to be hoped

that the wonmen of Kashmir would not be forgotten in their tinme of trial

75. Ms. MANN (Liberation) said that the security forces of many States used
energency legislation to practise with inpunity systematic rape and ot her

vi ol ence agai nst wonen, in direct breach of international standards. The

Sub- Commi ssi on shoul d pay particular attention to the situation in Sri Lanka,
whi ch was just as serious as those in Rwanda and the forner Yugoslavia, as the
findings of the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial executions had shown
(E/CN. 4/ 1998/ 68/ Add. 2). Over 500 Tami| wonen were currently being detained

wi t hout charge in Sri Lankan prisons.

76. In the occupied territories, wonen’s freedom of novenent was affected

Al t hough many remained in their honmes to avoid harassnent, others had to
acconpany their children to school and were sexual |y abused in broad daylight.
Oten the mlitary responsible for such violations was the only authority to
whom t he victimcould make a conpl ai nt.

77. In Tam | -controll ed areas, where | arge popul ati ons of displaced Tanils
were | ocated, an eight-year-1long econom ¢ enbargo continued to hanper the
equal participation of women in devel opment. Residential areas had been razed
to the ground to make way for military operations, driving women fromtheir
homes. Civilians were also frequently the targets of air raids.

78. The Sub- Commi ssion should call upon Sri Lanka to adopt adequate neasures
to conbat viol ence against Tam | wonen and should reconmend that a specia
rapporteur be sent to investigate Sri Lanka and other simlar countries to
report on the state of inplenentation of international human rights
instruments, especially for the protection of wonmen, in situations of armed
conflict.

79. M. KHAN (World Miuslim Congress) said that India had yet to submt its
first report to the Conmttee on the Elimnation of all Forns of

Di scrimnation agai nst Wonen (CEDAW. Wonen suffered gross and systematic
violations of their rights not only in the occupied territory of Kashmr, but
also in other integral parts of India. Thus, despite the Dowy Prohibition
Act of 1961, dowy-taking was still w dely practised, with discrimnation
and vi ol ence against girls whose dowies were considered inadequate.
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Dowry-rel ated suicides and “kitchen deaths” were common. The abortion and
infanticide of fenal e babies was w despread, the nunbers involved being at
| east 10,000 a year. There were an estimated 500,000 street children in

I ndia, many of them engaged in prostitution and many thousands of children
from Nepal were sold into prostitution in India every year

80. The Governnent of India had itself acknow edged the continued existence
of the “Devadasi” phenomenon, whereby girls were dedicated to a tenple deity.

The practice was prohibited in only a few Indian states, despite the fact that
it amobunted to a socially sanctioned form of exploitation and sl avery.

81. In the occupied territory of Janmu and Kashmir, a new violation against
wonen had evolved. As rewards for their service to the Indian Central Reserve
Police Force and Border Security Force, nercenaries were being allowed to
choose a worman each fromthe | ocal population and marry her at gunpoint.

82. The Sub- Comm ssion was urged to condem the gross and systematic
violations of the rights of women in India and Indian-occupied territories.

The neeting rose at 6.05 p. m




