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The PRESIDENT: | declare open the 795th plenary neeting of the
Conf erence on Di sar nanent.

I have a very long list of speakers, starting with New Zeal and, Germany
and so on. | amnot going to read the list itself.

Before giving the floor to the first speaker, | should Iike to nmake a
statement in nmy capacity as the representative of Turkey.

Fol | owi ng the nucl ear tests by Pakistan, the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs
of Turkey issued a statenent |ast week. The unofficial translation of the
statenment reads as foll ows:

"The Turkish Foreign Mnistry previously issued a statenent on
nucl ear tests conducted by India on 11 and 13 May 1998, and enphasi zed
its opposition to all nuclear tests which in many ways threaten the
future of mankind, as well as underlining the possible diverse effects
of these tests on the ongoing international efforts in the field of
nucl ear di sar manent.

“Having considered in this context the tests conducted by Pakistan
on 28 and 30 May, clainmed to constitute a reaction to the Indian tests,
t he Turki sh Governnment expresses its concern about the regional and
gl obal inplications of these tests.

“Turkey believes that it is especially inmportant for the two
countries to refrain fromany show of strength at possible points of
confrontation and to actively seek ways for the peaceful settlenent of
the existing issues between them

“Turkey earnestly hopes that these regrettable devel opnents woul d
not lead to a new nuclear arns race, Hence, Turkey expects India and
Paki stan to exercise maximumrestraint bearing in nmnd their regiona
responsibilities as well as their humanitarian commtnments.”

Proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, including nuclear,
chenmi cal and bi ol ogi cal weapons and their delivery systens, constitutes an
extrenely serious threat to international peace and security. Since it
affects the security of all nenbers of the international community, we cannot
remain indifferent to these nuclear tests, which have destabilized the
political situation in South Asia and beyond. The new crisis, therefore,
needs to be urgently and conprehensively addressed.

India's and Paki stan's conmmitnent to nucl ear di sarmanent are well known.
We earnestly hope that these two neighbouring countries will refrain from
further tests and the deploynent of missiles with nucl ear warheads.

We al so add our voice to calls on India and Pakistan to adhere to the
Nucl ear Non-Proliferation Treaty and the Conprehensive Nucl ear Test-Ban
Treaty. Furthernore, we believe that the Conference on Di sarmanment shoul d
initiate without delay negotiations on a treaty to prohibit the production of
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fissile material for use in nuclear weapons or other nucl ear explosive devices
(FMCT). | amconfident that as we explore existing opportunities, | can count
on the full support of all nenbers of the Conference on Di sarmament.

I should now like to give the floor to the first speaker on ny list,
Ambassador Pearson of New Zeal and, who will al so be speaking on behalf of a
nunber of del egations.

M. PEARSON (New Zeal and): M. President, first may | take the
opportunity to congratul ate you on assum ng the presidency? It is good to see
you in the Chair and you can rely on the full support of my del egation

I amtaking the floor at this special session to read into the record a
statement fromthe follow ng nenber States and observers of the Conference
Australia, New Zeal and, United States of Anmerica, United Kingdom Netherlands,
Austria, Finland, Ukraine, Canada, G eece, Slovakia, Hungary, Sweden, Bel arus,
Germany, Pol and, Switzerland, Norway, Philippines, Denmark, ltaly, Romania,
Croatia, Czech Republic, Kazakhstan, Japan, Malta, Bulgaria, Lithuania,
Mongol i a, Russian Federation, Republic of Korea, France, China, Turkey, Spain
Mexi co, Brazil, South Africa, Chile, Ireland, Venezuela, Ecuador, Argentina,
Portugal , Sl ovenia and Bel gi um

They are al armed and deeply concerned at nuclear testing by India and
Paki st an.

They condemm all nuclear testing and consi der such acts to be contrary
to the international consensus which bans the testing of nucl ear weapons and
ot her expl osive devi ces.

The tests undertaken by India and Pakistan's decision to respond with
its own tests blatantly undermine the international reginme of
non-proliferation of nuclear weapons. The actions of India and Pakistan
t hreaten and underm ne the process of disarmanment and the goal of elimnating
nucl ear weapons al t oget her

The testing of nuclear weapons by India and Pakistan is totally
irreconcilable with clainms by both countries that they are comritted to
nucl ear di sar manent.

International security will not be enhanced by provocative and dangerous
acts. Nor will regional or global security be inproved or nmintained by
i ndul ging in conpetitive nmanoeuvres to further devel op nucl ear capability and
delivery systens. The approach that |India and Paki stan seem determined to
pursue bel ongs to a bygone age.

Peace in the Asia region is a global concern. Tensions will only be
resol ved permanently through constructive di al ogue and negoti ation

It is now crucial that India and Paki stan announce i mredi ately a
cessation to all further testing of these weapons, renounce their
nucl ear - weapons programes and sign and ratify, unconditionally, the
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Conprehensive Test-Ban Treaty. This is a matter of urgency and essential for
generating the confidence necessary for security differences to be resol ved
t hrough di al ogue and negoti ati on

We also call on India and Pakistan to accede, without delay, to the
Non-Proliferation Treaty, to join all States in ensuring the non-proliferation
of nucl ear weapons and to engage in negotiations to conclude a ban on the
production of fissile material. These are further essential steps that should
be taken in the process of working collectively and constructively towards the
el i m nation of nucl ear weapons.

This is a monent for all countries to exercise cal mand maxi num
restraint. W call on India and Paki stan to abandon i medi ately the course of
action they are pursuing and to settle their security concerns and differences
t hrough political engagenment. Such an approach will have the full support of
the international community which is striving towards nucl ear di sarmanent.

M. SEIBERT (Germany): Cermany fully associates itself with the
statement presented by the distingui shed del egate of New Zeal and and whi ch was
co-sponsored by many States. | should also Iike to point out how Gernmany
assesses recent events.

The Paki stan nuclear tests, like the India tests a fortnight before,
have al arned the whole world. The German Governnent deeply depl ores
Paki stan's decision to ignore worl dwi de appeals for restraint by going ahead
with nuclear tests of its own. W condem the Pakistan tests just as we
condemmed the preceding Indian tests. Both countries have seriously
under mi ned the hopes of people everywhere for a world free of nucl ear weapons.
The international conmunity will not go back to business as usual. India and
Paki st an nust expect painful and | ong-term consequences if they continue to
defy the international consensus in favour of nuclear non-proliferation. Wth
186 countries having signed the Non-Proliferation Treaty and 149 the Nucl ear
Test-Ban Treaty, India and Pakistan will not be able to remain outsiders for
ever.

The German Governnent therefore appeals to the political |eaders of both
countries to return to the path of reason. India and Pakistan nust give a
bi nding comm tment to halt nuclear testing for good and accede to the Nucl ear
Test-Ban Treaty unconditionally and w thout delay. On 28 May 1998 the Gernman
Bundestag approved the Treaty by an overwhelnming majority and it will be
ratified shortly. Only with the Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty is there any hope
that nuclear tests can finally be consigned to the past and a new nucl ear arns
race be prevented.

It is equally urgent now to open negotiations at an early date, on the
basi s of the mandate adopted by this Conference in 1995, on a conprehensive
ban on the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons. India and
Paki stan should realize that only a conprehensive, effectively verifiable ban
on the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons can effectively
counter the now substantially increased risks of proliferation of nuclear
weapons and a buil d-up of nucl ear-weapons arsenal s.
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The German Governnent hopes that the political |eaders, on soberly
assessing the new situation that has arisen, will recognize the need for rapid
and determ ned steps towards this goal and act wi thout delay. Progress on
nucl ear di sarmanent, too, is nore urgent than ever. The internationa
community is | ooking for further inportant signals such as the ratification by
the Russian Duma of the START Il treaty, to be followed inmrediately by the
openi ng of START |1l negotiations. In the comng twenty-first century nucl ear
di sarmanent, the common conmmitnent of the 186 parties to the Non-Proliferation
Treaty, nust finally becone a reality.

M. MOHER (Canada): M. President, on behalf of the Canadian
del egation, may | welcome you to the CD and wel cone you to the Chair. We will
do our best to cooperate with you in nmaking the work of this Conference as
productive and as successful as possible.

We are pleased to associate Canada with the statement by New Zeal and on
behal f of Australia, as well as a nunber of other States from across al
regi onal groups, condeming all nuclear testing, in particular the Indian and
Paki stani tests.

In associating itself with this statenent, the Canadi an del egati on
recalls that Prime Mnister Chrétien and Foreign Mnister Axworthy responded
i medi ately to the testing by each State. W intervened in this Conference on
14 May to convey their condemation of Indian testing. Speaking on 28 My,
Prime M nister Chrétien condenned the Pakistani actions. The Prime M nister
said that:

“Canada is deeply disappointed that the Pakistani CGovernment did
not heed the international call for restraint, but chose to act in a
manner contrary to the international norms established by the Nucl ear
Non- Proliferation Treaty and the Conprehensive Test-Ban Treaty ... On
behal f of all Canadians, | urge both Pakistan and India to renounce
t heir nucl ear-weapons progranme and to sign on to the NPT and CTBT.
al so urge themto renew regional dial ogue and work toward a peacefu
resolution of differences.”

Speaki ng on 30 May, M nister Axworthy said:

“The Paki stani Governnent's decision to carry out another series
of nuclear tests is a highly irresponsible act.”

Both the Prime Mnister and the Foreign M nister enphasized that these tests
have profound consequences for international security and for regiona
security. We firmy believe neither India nor Pakistan “win” by these
actions.

There have been a nunber of statenents by India and Pakistan as to the
notivations for these tests and the consequent increase in regional tensions.
There has al so been nuch nedi a specul ati on and reporting about act ual
possi bl e and proposed reactions to them Canada readily recogni zes that any
sust ai nabl e resol ution of the sources of this escalation in regional tensions
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will require positive and creative action - primarily by the States directly
concerned, but al so supported by the broader international conmunity. Such a
resolution will need to deal with political, security and other dinensions -
not | east of which is the nuclear dinension itself. It is this |ast elenment
upon which we wish to expand briefly here this morning - not |east of all due
to some of the nmedia reporting and specul ation already referred to.

Canada strongly considers that the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty is
the foundation for the international nuclear non-proliferation regine. That
Treaty defines the international community as being conprised of five
nucl ear - weapon States and 181 non-nuclear States, with a small nunber of other
States outside the regime. That Treaty establishes the inperative for nucl ear
di sarmanent through article VI. That Treaty is the basis upon which
subsequent nucl ear di sarmanent and non-proliferation instruments are based,
such as the CTBT and hopefully an effective FMCT. That Treaty is the
essential building block for nucl ear-weapon-free-zones. And that Treaty
provides the critical framework for international cooperation in the peacefu
uses of nucl ear energy, for the conprehensive | AEA safeguards regime and for
t he NSG Cui del i nes.

No other treaty is able to neet all of these tests. No other treaty or
conbi nati on of treaties can substitute for the NPT in doing so. This centra
reality must be kept in mnd by all concerned as we proceed. And - an obvious
point - we nust all continue to strive for the full and effective
i mpl enentati on of the NPT across the board.

It is this essential point that Canada will continue to enphasize. This
point is one elenent of the joint statement that we have just heard and to
which we wish to draw particular attention here this norning. |If the
international conmunity forgets this, we will, in effect, be redefining the
i nternational conmunity in the nuclear field with all of the challenges and
all of the dangers that that will include. Canada will remain categorically
opposed to any such nove, tacit or explicit.

M. DEMBRI (Algeria) (translated fromFrench): M. President, first of
all allow nme to congratul ate you on becom ng President of our Conference at a
ti me when you have just taken up your duties in Ceneva. W are convinced that
under your guidance our work will be crowned with success. Your persona
qualities offer us grounds for hope in this regard, principally at this stage
of our proceedings which is inportant in nore than one respect.

My del egati on has al ready taken the floor on 21 May and referred to the
events at that tinme in South Asia. Today, now that further tests have
occurred by way of response to the first tests in the same region, ny
del egati on wishes to renew its expression of concern and rem nd the Conference
that the Gordian knot and the very crux of the problemlies in the way in
which the international comunity nust manage international security in the
nucl ear sphere through its inseparable and interactive dinmensions - for it is
truly managenent that is required. Depending on whether it adopts an
i ntegrated and coherent approach, this managenment will definitely reveal its
beneficial or harnful aspects. Because today nany questions are being posed
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concerning the non-proliferation reginme. These crucially affect efforts to
preserve, at any cost, the achievenents that have already been made in this
field and to protect them

How can we carry out these tasks and what steps nust be taken for this
purpose? They fall in three areas. The first matter of urgency is to ensure
t hat what has occurred in South Asia will not also occur in other regions of
the world, in order not to endanger the whole structure of non-proliferation
Current events in South Asia should not nake us forget that in the
M ddl e East, a highly sensitive region, the nuclear threat continues to hover
and threaten the now weakened non-proliferation regine. It is nowtinme to
break the rule of silence about Israel's nuclear potential, and one of the
i medi ate duties of the international community is to conpel that country to
join the NPT and to place its nuclear facilities under |AEA safeguards.

There can be no policy of double standards in this regard.

The second action is to pronote the CIBT in its spirit and its letter in
order to inpose a genuine ban on nuclear tests of every kind, and to
strengthen the NPT, inter alia through the application of its provisions in
good faith and the devel opnent of its review procedure.

Finally, the third step, which is also a matter of urgency, is to adopt
here in the Conference on Di sarmanment neasures that have been drawn up
collectively in an ad hoc conmttee entrusted with nucl ear disarmament. These
measures nust suppl enent a programme of nucl ear disarmanment that has al ready
been outlined by the CIBT and through our agreenment of principle to negotiate
a convention to ban fissile nmaterial for mlitary purposes. W are convinced
that these activities, if they could be undertaken - and they should have been
enbarked upon a long time ago - would safeguard the non-proliferation regine,
the future of which depends on the breadth and sense of responsibility with
whi ch nucl ear di sarmanent is addressed and handl ed. To continue seeking to
pronote one without the other is in fact to pronote one at the expense of the
other and ultimately to throw both into inbalance. Qur action nust focus on
t hese fundamental aspects - prevention first, followed by consolidation and
| astly pronotion.

Ms. ANDERSON (lreland): M. President, let ne first wish you well in
your work over the weeks ahead. Like others, | have asked for the floor in
connection with the series of nuclear tests conducted by Pakistan in the
course of the past week.

This is a statenment which we had fervently hoped woul d not have been
necessary. Ireland is extrenely disappointed that the intensive diplomatic
efforts so widely undertaken to encourage Pakistan to exercise restraint were
not successf ul

The M nister for Foreign Affairs of Ireland has expressed his dismay and
deep concern at these tests and we have raised the matter directly with the
Paki stan aut horities.
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Whil e we acknow edge that there was understandabl e concern in Pakistan
for its security, national sovereignty and territorial integrity, these
nucl ear tests, far from enhancing Pakistan's security, have further raised
tensions in the region and will undoubtedly have nuch wi der inplications for
nucl ear proliferation

Fol I owi ng the five nuclear tests carried out by India earlier this
mont h, Paki stan's action is another extremely serious setback to nuclear
non-proliferation and to the prospect of the elimnation of nuclear weapons.

These bl atant chall enges to nucl ear non-proliferation are sapping the
very foundations of the Non-Proliferation Treaty. They underline the urgent
i nperative of universal adherence to the NPT, including by the three
nucl ear - weapons-capabl e States, India, Pakistan and Israel, and the
i npl enmentation by all States parties of all the provisions of the NPT. The
priority nowis to exam ne across the board the steps necessary to pull back
fromthis destructive nucl ear course.

M. HOFER (Switzerland) (translated from French): M. President, this
is the first tinme ny del egation has had the honour to take the floor under
your presidency. | would therefore like to congratulate you on taking up
these lofty duties and to pledge to you the full support of the Sw ss
del egation in the discharge of your task. W are confident that the excellent
cooperation between the del egations of Turkey and Switzerland will devel op yet
further. 1 would also like to thank your predecessor, M. Taher Al-Hussam of
Syria, who did such a good job in preparing a framework for our future work

| take the floor today to informyou that the Swi ss authorities |earned
with deep regret that Pakistan has carried out several nuclear tests since 28
and 30 May. The Paki stani nuclear tests, like the Indian tests, subject the
i npl enment ati on of the Conprehensive Nucl ear Test-Ban Treaty to new ri sks.
Al t hough this series of tests does not breach any international treaty to
whi ch Paki stan has acceded and constitutes a direct response to the recent
Indian tests, it clearly runs counter to the efforts of the internationa
comunity to prevent nuclear proliferation. It is part of a dangerous armns
race in the region, a race which does not involve just nucl ear weapons but
al so m ssiles.

In order to avoid the serious consequences that these nuclear tests
could entail for regional and international stability, Switzerland calls on
t he Pakistani authorities to refrain fromfurther nuclear testing in any
manner what soever and to accede to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nucl ear Weapons as wel |l as the Conprehensive Nucl ear Test-Ban Treaty.
Switzerland would like to appeal both to Pakistan and to India to ensure that
the spiral of nounting tension is ended and the problens are settled
peacefully. This would involve in particular establishing a constructive
di al ogue to reduce the current tension and to rebuild the foundations of
mutual trust. We welcone the efforts already undertaken in this regard, and
in particular the expression of a willingness to negotiate manifested by New
Del hi as well as Islanabad. Any support of this dial ogue would be wel comne.
We are particularly grateful for the offer made by the United Nations
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Secretary-General, M. Kofi Annan, and we appreciate the review that the

nucl ear Powers wi sh to begin at a very high level. The Swiss Government woul d
like to confirmits will and its readiness to support this process.

Switzerl and al so hopes that all the States which are nei ghbours of India and
Paki stan will renounce the tenptation to continue the arns race and will avoid
any action that could jeopardize peace and security in South Asia.

These new expl osi ons once again raise the question of progress in the
field of disarmanment and nucl ear non-proliferation. They also raise the
probl em of the unequal world nuclear order and the profound concern of States
that do not possess nucl ear weapons concerning the slow practica
i npl enment ati on of the disarmanent promn ses made under article VI of the
Nucl ear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). The States parties to the NPT should
bear these problens in nmind in their approach at the third session of the
Preparatory Committee for the NPT Revi ew Conference in the year 2000. There
is a need in particular to enbark properly on the preparations for this
meeting, for instance on the sidelines of the First Conmttee of the
United Nations General Assenbly in New York this autum.

We are convinced that the Conference on Di sarmanent remains the proper
forumto conduct negotiations on certain aspects of nuclear disarmnment and
the control of nuclear armanents, beginning with a treaty to halt the
production of fissile material for mlitary purposes. The consultations that
you have just begun, M. President, with the support of your predecessor and
your successor, on ways and nmeans to be adopted in order to nake progress
towards the cessation of the nuclear arnms race and nucl ear di sarmanent are
therefore of crucial inportance. W congratulate you. Despite the rather
unfavourabl e current circunstances - but perhaps precisely because of those
ci rcunstances - we encourage you to pursue this process vigorously in the
search for common ground, inter alia anmong all those who have submitted
proposals relating to item 1 on our agenda. Your consultations reflect the
remar kabl e fact that at the end of March the President of the Conference on
Di sar manent succeeded in identifying these matters as issues of the highest
priority. The recent nuclear explosions in India and Pakistan should
encour age the nucl ear Powers, the international community and the Conference
on Disarmanent to redouble their efforts in this field.

M . CHOANDHURY (Bangl adesh): M. President, it is a pleasure to see
you in the Chair despite your very recent arrival. You deserve credit
for having assumed such onerous responsibilities. Your predecessor
Ambassador Taher Al -Hussanmi of Syria, perfornmed his task with distinction
and we thank himfor it.

We associate ourselves with all those appealing for restraint at these
critical tines.

To the menbership of the Conference on Di sarmanent, the Bangl adesh
del egati on has a sinple nessage.

It will not help matters to get unduly exerci sed over the evolving
situation in South Asia.
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I ndi a and Paki stan are not the first and second countries to have
denonstrated a nucl ear-weapon capability, but only the sixth and seventh.

VWhat is new, though, is for the first tine this so-called “ultimte
mlitary power” has now passed on to the part of the world that has
hi storically been subject to colonial dom nation

The subcontinent, therefore, can be seen by many as wanting to redefine
its relationship with the rest of the world.

This shoul d and i ndeed can be done in a positive and constructive manner
by all concerned.

However, it calls for a high degree of maturity, understandi ng, enpathy
and political engineering. It demands new ways of thinking for a forum such
as this as to how to proceed.

The South Asian region that India and Pakistan belong to is heir to a
rich and ancient civilization.

Their peopl es share a nodi cum of pride in that, which is understandabl e.

They do not |ike any | esser degree of rationality to be attributed to
their behavi our pattern than is perceived to be a feature of other peoples and
nati ons.

Nor can be a good idea to inflict punitive pains on their peoples.

Their capacity for sacrifice is well known, and hardship can only stee
resolve. Indeed, their sufferings could result in unhappi ness, even anger
di rected agai nst those who are seen to be the perpetrators of pain. This
cannot | ead to global good in the |onger term

Qoviously for this body, dedicated to disarmanment, it is a nmonment for
sonme serious and sober reflection. Perhaps the time has now conme to focus our
attention on nucl ear disarmanent in the Conference on Disarmanent. W are
prepared to follow on this via any nmethod on which there is a broad or
emer gi ng consensus.

Everyone knows that the great danger in an arns race such as this lies
in the fact that any nucl ear weaponi zati on programe has its own secul ar
dynam cs. The need to find an equilibrium and then a slight edge or
advant age, drives parties to seek greater excellence. Deterrence becone
enneshed with defence, which | eads to doctrines where the nuclear and
conventional aspects becone inseparable. Integrated operational plans evol ve.
Command and control structures need to be put in place, as indeed they nust
be.

New sources of threat are |located. Response to appropriate threat
anal yses is determ ned. The process goes on and on
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This is not nerely conjuring up scenarios, but nerely being realistic.
Those are the elenents that we need to resolutely address.

It is our earnest hope that South Asia will not experience such an arns
race. South Asia and the M ddl e East are perhaps the npost sensitive areas in
the worl d, demandi ng gl obal action for peace and stability.

I mperatives of objectivity dictate that in the building of various
reginmes, in the setting of different norns, in the deliberations about
treaties, we nmust not only be just, and non-discrimnatory and inclusive,
but al so seen to be so.

Most inmportantly, when different constituencies, cultures and val ue
systems speak, we nust not only hear it, but also listen

Wt hout this, mere urgings and exhortations by some on others to foll ow
a line of action, and repeating those urgings and exhortati ons when these are
ignored, will not bear fruit.

This will only enbarrass those who nake them and those upon whom t hese
are nmade.

As for Bangl adesh, our own conmtnent to non-proliferation remains
unflinching, and we will do all that is possible to work for its cause.
We believe the NPT and CTBT to be the foundati on stones for a safer world.

We, too, belong to the South Asian region and share deep friendship with
all other countries who do.

I ndeed, Bangl adesh has every confidence in their commtment to peace,
and in our conbined capacity to cooperate towards its achievenent, and in the
resol uti on of our problens.

In fact, we are reassured by the positive statements that have emanat ed
fromthe concerned | eadershi ps since the testings.

Bangl adesh wi |l meke the best endeavours to encourage such inmpul ses, and
to help with followup action in the spirit of the South Asian Association for
Regi onal Cooperation (SAARC), to which all our regional countries bel ong.

As Sout h Asians, we in Bangladesh feel that we serve a positive purpose
by seeking to enhance the understanding of the international conmunity of the
sentiments of the region, so that we all are better able to work together for
peace, stability and progress in the world we all share.

M. ZIARAN (Islamc Republic of Iran): M. President, may I
congratul ate you on your assunption of the presidency of the Conference on
Di sar manent and wi sh you every success? | should also extend my gratitude to
your predecessor, the Anbassador of the Syrian Arab Republic, for his tireless
efforts during his tenure.
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Since the Iranian Foreign Mnister is going to address the Conference on
Thursday 4 June 1998, for the time being | would only read into the record the
statement of lran's Foreign Mnistry on the recent devel opnents in South Asia.

“The Islamc Republic of Iran follows with deep concern the chain
of events concerning recent nuclear tests in South Asia. The current
nucl ear race poses a serious threat and danger to regi onal peace and
stability - a race which is first and forenpst the consequence of | ack
of political will and commi tnent on the part of the five nuclear States
to heed the calls of the international conmunity for conprehensive
nucl ear di sar manent.

“Undoubtedly, the primary inplication of this trend, over and
above its destructive inpact on world security and the environnent,
is to underm ne the effectiveness and credibility of the nuclear
non-proliferation reginme. For, in the absence of an all-enconpassing
programe for conprehensive nucl ear disarmanent, the status and future
of the NPT will face great uncertainty.”

Let nme repeat this part because it is very inportant.

“For, in the absence of an all-enconpassing programre for
conprehensi ve nucl ear di sarmanent, the status and future of the NPT will
face great uncertainty.

“The Islam c Republic of Iran enphatically calls upon the five
nucl ear States to expeditiously respond to international calls and
exigencies of tinme to fulfil their commtments to nucl ear disarmanment in
a time-bound framework and hence bring to a halt the continuation and
expansion of this serious threat, and also invites India and Pakistan to
cease nuclear tests and rivalry forthwith and join the Conprehensive
Test-Ban Treaty.

“The recent devel opnent underscore, once again, the inperative of
serious attention to the establishnment of nucl ear-weapon-free zones, as
a step towards conprehensive nucl ear di sarmanent, particularly in the
sensitive region of the Mddle East, which has been faced with the
menace of the Israeli nuclear arsenal.”

M. KUMN (Austria): M. President, allow e, first of all, to bid you
a warm wel cone to this Conference and to congratul ate you upon your assunption
of the presidency at this crucial nonent when the CD faces new and so far
unknown chal | enges. We place our full trust in your determ ned | eadership to
steer our ship clear of possible political fallout fromrecent devel opnents
and to further engage this body in concrete and substantial work.

My Anmbassador has al ready addressed the issue of nuclear testing by
India in his intervention on 14 May. Today, | would like to take the
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opportunity to bring to your attention a resolution adopted on 13 May by the
| ower chanmber of the Austrian Parliament after the first series of I|ndian
tests, which reads as foll ows:

“The Austrian National Counci

“Strongly condemms the nuclear tests conducted by the Indian
Governnment on 11 May 1998;

“Call's upon the Indian Governnment to desist fromany further
nucl ear tests and to join the NPT and CTBT;

“Appeals to all States in the region not to engage in further
aggravation of the (nuclear) arns race;

“Calls on all States in the region to contribute to the
stabilizing of peaceful good-neighbourly relations and invites the
Austrian Federal Governnent to be active in that spirit and to take any
measures in pursuit of these objectives.”

Let me also add that this position of the Austrian people expressed by
our Parlianment equally holds true for the nuclear tests conducted by Pakistan
on 28 and 30 May. Wth regard to the detonation of five nuclear devices on
Thursday 28 May, the Austrian Foreign Mnister, Wl fgang Schissel, said in a
press rel ease issued on that sanme day that he was deeply concerned and shocked
by the nucl ear tests conducted by Pakistan, which he strongly condemmed. Wth
this step by Pakistan the worst fears of the world comunity have sadly cone
true, nanely, that as a consequence of the Indian tests a spiralling nuclear
arns race could take place on the subcontinent. The Foreign Mnister called
upon India and Pakistan to i medi ately cease any further testing and to
abstain fromexercising mlitary threats. He called on both countries to
sol etml y renounce nuclear tests and to declare their preparedness to sign the
CTBT and to join the NPT. Qur Foreign Mnister went on to indicate that
further steps with regard to Paki stan woul d be considered together with the
ot her nmenmbers of the European Union, and that the Austrian position would be
conveyed in the strongest and clearest ternms to the Anbassador of Pakistan in
Austria by the Political Director of the Austrian Foreign Mnistry. This has
been done in the neantine.

I ndi a and Paki stan should commit thenselves neither to assenbl e nucl ear
devi ces nor to deploy themon delivery vehicles, and to cease devel opment and
depl oynent of ballistic mssiles capable of delivering nuclear warheads, and
not to use nucl ear weapons under any circunstances.

In conclusion, ny delegation also fully associates itself with the
statement issued a few days ago by the European Union and the statenment nade
earlier at this present neeting in the name of a group of countries by the
Ambassador of New Zeal and. We would |ike to enphasize, in particular, the
calls upon India and Pakistan to i nmedi ately and unconditionally engage in
negotiations at the CD on a fissile material cut-off treaty and to contribute
to their early and successful conclusion. Such a treaty, on the basis of the
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Shannon report and the mandate contained therein, would be in itself an
insufficient yet all the nbre necessary step in order to contain nuclear
proliferation, and would | ead us towards conplete nucl ear disarmanent. An
FMCT, and not the pursuit of nuclear options and weapons programres, woul d
genui nel y enhance security in the region and gl obally, which have been
profoundly threatened by the irresponsible quest for a weapon the elim nation
of which is our proclaimed goal and conmon obligation towards manki nd.

M. NORBERG (Sweden): M. President, | take this opportunity to
congratul ate you on your assunption of the presidency of the Conference on
Di sarmanent, and | wi sh you all success.

I have asked for the floor to read out the statenent made on 28 May 1998
by the Mnister for Foreign Affairs, Lena H el mWallén, regardi ng Pakistan's
nucl ear - weapons test. Before doing so, |I recall that Sweden is one of the
many States that associates itself with the statement made this norning by the
Ambassador of New Zeal and. The statenent of the Swedish Foreign Mnister
reads as foll ows:

“Paki stan's test explosion nust be strongly and unequivocally
condenmmed.

“In spite of the international community's urgent and forcefu
requests Pakistan has followed India's irresponsible exanple and taken
t hi s dangerous step.

“The Paki stani nuclear test means a further escalation of the
situation in the region which is already very serious. This spiral of
nucl ear tests seriously threatens international peace and security and
must absol utely be stopped.

“l urge Pakistan and India to take the necessary neasures as soon
as possible to reverse this extrenely dangerous devel opnent. Both
parties must fully consider their responsibility and realize the
necessity of dialogue and the assunption of joint responsibility for
peace and security in the region by peaceful neans.

“l also urge Pakistan and India to accede wi thout delay and
unconditionally to the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and the
Conpr ehensive Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT).

“At the same time it is the responsibility of the five
nucl ear - weapon States to show the way by taking pronpt and concrete
action for intensified nuclear disarnanent with the aimto achieve the
conpl ete abolition of these weapons.

“In today's consultations in the United Nations Security Counci
Sweden will raise the question of Pakistan's nuclear tests.”

I request the secretariat to circulate the statement as an official docunent
of the Conference.
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M. ALl (Malaysia): M. President, as this is the first tinme that | am
taking the floor under your presidency, please accept ny del egation's
congratul ations and well w shes to you. M delegation is confident that under
your able | eadership, the Conference will succeed in its endeavours through
the chall enges that this Conference is confronted with. Through you ny
felicitations also go to your predecessor, the Ambassador of Syria, who had
presi ded over the Conference and with his skills had contributed to the
adopti on of the decision contained in docunent CD/1501. M del egation
wel comes this decision with the expectation that the Conference should give
due support and exercise clear political will to the attainnent of the primry
obj ective of nuclear disarmanent and its other agenda as outline in docunent
CD/ 1484 adopted on 20 January 1998.

This second part of the 1998 session has begun under rather unusual but
not al together unanticipated circunstances with two nenber States of the CD
taking drastic steps in conducting nuclear tests, which clearly runs counter
to the world's desire to achi eve nucl ear disarmanent. The world's security is
at stake with direct inplications to the South Asian subcontinent and to the
world at large. M delegation is strongly supportive of all efforts towards
nucl ear di sarmanent and the recent events constitute a serious setback towards
achi evenent of these efforts.

I amtaking the floor today to bring to the attention of the Conference
and to read out the press statenent issued by the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs
of Mal aysia in Kuala Lunpur on 29 May 1998, followi ng the series of
under ground tests conducted by Pakistan. A sinilar press rel ease condemi ng
the Indian nucl ear tests was read out before this Conference on 14 May 1998.

The press statenment reads as foll ows:

“Mal aysi a depl ores the underground nucl ear tests conducted by
Paki stan on 28 May 1998. The action by Pakistan is a further setback to
efforts to keep the region free of nuclear weapons and fromthe threat
of nuclear conflicts. Malaysia calls on Pakistan to cease devel oping
its capability to produce nucl ear weapons i medi ately.

“Mal aysia is deeply concerned over recent devel opnents in the
Sout h Asian region, which would | ead to a dangerous conpetition for
nucl ear superiority. Malaysia urges all countries concerned to refrain
from such conpetition, exercise maxi mumrestraint and prevent the
further escal ation of tension

“The actions by countries in the South Asian region to detonate
nucl ear devi ces have underm ned the efforts of the internationa
comunity towards attaining a conplete ban on nucl ear testing and
achi eving the goal of nuclear non-proliferation. Malaysiais
particul arly di sappointed that nuclear tests continue to be conducted
despite the overwhel m ng adoption of the Conprehensive Test-Ban Treaty
(CTBT).
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“Mal aysia reiterates its strong opposition to nuclear testing and
the continued possession of nucl ear weapons. Ml aysia urges all the
nucl ear - weapons States to denonstrate a stronger commtnment to the goals
of nuclear disarmanent and the ultimate elim nation of nuclear weapons
within a tinme-bound franework. Malaysia also calls upon all States to
actively participate in international efforts ainmed at the conplete
el imnation of nuclear weapons and the realization of a world free of
nucl ear weapons.”

The above press rel ease has al so been subnmitted to the secretariat and
nmy del egati on has requested that it be circulated as an official docunent of
t he Conference.

M. PALI HAKKARA (Sri Lanka): M. President, ny del egation already had
occasion to congratul ate you, and I would like to take this opportunity to
express our gratitude to your predecessor, the distinguished Ambassador of the
Syrian Arab Republic, for the excellent contribution he made to our work
i ncluding the inportant decisions on the issues relevant to the very subject
of today's neeting.

Sri Lanka has already expressed its deep concern about current
devel opnents in the security situation in our imredi ate nei ghbourhood of
South Asia. We hope very nuch that, notw thstanding the prevailing tensions
in the region, the menbers of the South Asian Association for Regiona
Cooperation (SAARC) will continue to strengthen nmeasures for practical
meani ngf ul cooperati on anong t hem

Cooperation requires security and peace. Sri Lanka will do all it can
to hel p devel op an anbi ence of security and confidence in the region and to
remove the causes for anxiety as to the security situation prevalent in the
regi on.

The security of South Asia cannot be considered in isolation. The
present situation in our region reinforces the necessity for serious and
sustained efforts to be made by the entire international community to achieve
gl obal nucl ear di sarmanent, |eading to total elimnation of nuclear weapons,
wi t hout which peace and security will continue to be in constant jeopardy
ever ywhere.

We are happy to note that both India and Paki stan, countries with whom
we share abiding friendshi p and understandi ng, have stated that they remain
conmitted to a process of nuclear disarmanent. W hope that exploratory work
on a nultilateral process towards that objective can be the outgrowth of the
very neeting that we hold today. The fact that all of the CD nenbers,

i ncludi ng I ndi a and Paki stan, have agreed to hold this neeting is a
significant mani festation of the willingness to constructively consider the
many di nensions of the issues at hand and a way forward.

We wel cone the note of restraint recently spoken of by both India and
Paki stan. This is indeed essential for achieving conditions of peace and
security.
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We are confident that the prevailing situation will be effectively

dealt with through the mature statesmanship of the | eadership of India and

Paki st an.
M. HAYASHI (Japan): It is with profound regret that | asked for the
floor today. Alnopst three weeks ago, | nmade a statenment expressing the deep

regret of the Governnent and the people of Japan at the tests conducted by

India. Now | amobliged to do the sane, but this tinme towards Pakistan
28 May, the Chief Cabinet Secretary of ny Government nade a statenent
concerning the recent nuclear tests by Pakistan

The main points of the statement following the tests are as foll ows:

On

“It is extrenmely deplorable that Pakistan conducted nucl ear tests

on 28 May despite sincere efforts by the international comunity,
i ncludi ng Japan, urging Pakistan to exercise restraint.

“These tests were conducted in defiance of the efforts of the

i nternational community to achieve a world free from nucl ear weapons and
therefore can never be tolerated. Japan urges Pakistan to i mredi ately
cease nuclear testing and the devel opnent of nucl ear weapons. It also
reiterates its demand that |India and Paki stan accede to the NPT and the

CTBT and not commence a dangerous nucl ear arns race.

“The Governnment of Japan has decided to take the foll ow ng

measures, taking into account the principles of its Oficial Devel opment
Assi stance Charter. First, grant aid for new projects will be frozen
except in cases of energency and hurmanitarian aid and grant assistance

for grass-roots projects. Second, yen |oans to Pakistan for new

projects will also be frozen. Third, the Governnent will cautiously

exam ne | oan programmes to Pakistan by international financial
i nstitutions.

“Japan is also determined to maintain strict control of the
transfer to Pakistan of itens and technol ogies related to weapons of
mass destruction.”

Fol | owi ng Paki stan's further nuclear test on 30 May, the Chief Cabinet

Secretary issued a statenent whose main points read as foll ows:

“Japan regards nost seriously the fact that Pakistan went ahead
with the second testing, despite strong criticismfrom Japan and ot her
menbers of the international community of its nuclear testing on 28 My,

and strongly protests these tests.

“The repeated nuclear testing by Pakistan is a nbst dangerous

action which heightens tensions in the region and threatens to underm ne
t he foundations of the non-proliferation reginme. Japan in no way can

condone this action.
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“Japan strongly urges that Pakistan earnestly heed the voice of
the international conmmunity which calls upon it to discontinue nuclear
testing and the devel opnent of nucl ear weapons as well as to accede to
the NPT and the CTBT.”

Let me point out that the neasures Japan has decided to take in response
to Paki stan's nuclear tests correspond with the nmeasures taken in response to
India' s tests about three weeks ago.

We are particularly dismayed by the fact that Pakistan's tests were
conducted despite Japan's utnost efforts to convince Pakistan to exercise
restraint in the cause of world peace and stability. Prime Mnister Hashinoto
sent his special envoy to Islamabad with a letter and directly called
Prime Mnister Sharif to request restraint.

Through these contacts, the Governnment of Japan tried to send the
Paki st ani Governnment a cl ear nmessage concerning the inplications of Pakistan's
choices. It was with regret and pain that we | earned Pakistan had made the
wrong decision and that we had to inpose the neasures referred to earlier

The international conmunity is now facing a new and dangerous situation
arising in South Asia as a result of the series of nuclear tests initiated by
India and foll owed by Pakistan. The acts of provocation and retaliation that
we have witnessed in three short weeks have undoubtedly weakened rather than
strengthened the security of all States in the region and beyond.

The chall enge with which the international conmunity at |arge, and the
di sarmanent comrunity in particular, are confronted is the greatest since the
nucl ear non-proliferation reginme was successfully instituted nearly 30 years
ago.

Yes, the reginme for which we worked so hard to create i s now under
strain. But our task remains to strengthen it by rolling back the adverse
force unl eashed by the recent acts of India and Pakistan. Let nme enphasize
that the nunmber of States parties to the NPT is edging towards 187 and these
States are firmy behind the task of strengthening the regime. To them
nucl ear proliferation is sinply unacceptable. But in order for this
187-nation contingent of peace to succeed, it is inperative for themto unite,
particularly the five nucl ear-weapons States parties who have specia
responsi bilities under the Treaty, and they should neither be conplacent nor
take the NPT for granted.

How the 187 States respond to the chall enge inherent in the nucl ear
non-proliferation regine itself will determ ne whether the Indian/Pakistan
epi sodes develop into a real crisis or into a nmore consol i dated nucl ear
non-proliferation regine.

It is with this awareness in mnd that Japan calls upon both India and
Paki stan to accede unconditionally and w thout delay to the NPT and to the
CTBT, and to engage in negotiations to conclude a ban on the production of
fissile materials.
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At this critical juncture, | would like to urge India and Pakistan to
recogni ze their responsibilities as nmenbers of the international community and
to reconsider their nucl ear-weapon progranmes for the sake of their people and
for the people of the world.

M. SELEBI (South Africa): M. President, ny delegation extends its
congratul ations to you on your assunption of the office of President of the
Conference on Disarmament at this critical juncture for international peace
and security. | also want to thank nost heartily your predecessor, the
di stingui shed representative and Anbassador of the Syrian Arab Republic, for
t he outstanding work that he has done.

South Africa has associated itself with the joint statenent on the
nucl ear tests conducted by India and Paki stan read by the distinguished
Ambassador of New Zeal and today. W have associ ated ourselves to the
statenment despite its weakness in that it does not, in our view, adequately
address and enphasi ze the inmportance of nucl ear di sarmanent, which has becone
even nore critical given the recent devel opnments, which can only be seen as a
set back to our conmon goal of the elimnation of nuclear weapons. | wll be
addressing this issue later in ny statement in greater detail.

The Departnent of Foreign Affairs of South Africa has issued a number of
statements as a consequence of the nuclear-test explosions carried out by
Paki stan. On 28 May 1998, they issued the follow ng statenent:

“South Africa is deeply concerned at the Pakistani nuclear tests.

“The South African Governnent has noted with deep concern the
reported nuclear tests carried out by Pakistan this norning.
South Africa has appealed for restraint from Pakistan follow ng the
recent tests by India.

“As a matter of principle, South Africa opposes all nuclear tests
since they do not contribute to pronoting world peace and security.
South Africa believes that security is provided by nucl ear disarmnent
rather than by nuclear proliferation

“South Africa repeats the hope that these tests do not result in
an arns race in South Asia.”

And on 30 May, they issued the follow ng statement in response to further
tests:

“South Africa has noted with deepening concern the two further
nucl ear tests conducted by Pakistan on 30 May 1998.

“South Africa is gravely disappointed at this devel opnent and
restates its well-known position that it opposes and will continue to
oppose all nuclear tests irrespective of source.
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“South Africa holds firmto the view that world security is
derived from nucl ear di sarmanent and not nuclear proliferation

“An escal ating arns race in South Asia remains of deep concern to
South Africa.”

The devel opments in South Asia and the nucl ear-test explosions conducted
by India and Paki stan have signalled the recommencenent of the nuclear arns
race, which the international community had hoped had been consigned to the
past with the end of the cold war. The South African Governnment believes that
t hese devel opments have nade it even nore inperative that the Conference on
Di sarmanent in Geneva should now actively, and with determ nation, address the
i ssue of nuclear disarmanent and the re-enmergence of a nuclear arns race. It
is my Governnment's view that this should be done through the establishment of
an ad hoc conmittee for nuclear disarmanent in the CD which would signal the
i nportance which this Conference attaches to the issue. The South African
del egation submitted a nandate for the establishnment of an ad hoc conmittee
for nuclear disarmanent at the first neeting of our 1998 session, which reads:

“The Conference on Di sarnmanent decides to establish an ad hoc
commttee on nucl ear disarmanent to deliberate upon practical steps for
systemati c and progressive efforts to elimnate nucl ear weapons as wel
as to identify if and when one or nobre such steps should be the subject
of negotiations in the Conference.

“In discharging its function, the ad hoc conmttee will take into
account existing proposals and views, as well as future initiatives on
nucl ear di sarmanent.”

We are convinced that this nandate is now even nore appropriate given
the devel opnments in South Asia, and that the Conference nmust seek to
del i berate upon the practical steps required for systematic and progressive
efforts to elimnate nucl ear weapons, identifying if and when one or nore such
steps should be the subject of negotiations in the CD, as a matter of urgency.

Consequently, M. President, we call upon you to actively and without
del ay pursue the establishnent of an ad hoc committee on nucl ear disarmanent
in the consultations which were assigned to you in decision CD/ 1501 and on the
basis of the statenent contained in CD/ 1500, both of which were adopted on
26 March 1998. The international conmunity is |looking to this Conference, and
to you as its President, to take concrete action to address this nost serious
issue. Wth the recent devel opments which are the focus of this debate, it
cannot renmin business as usual. Nuclear-weapon States, if ever there was a
wake-up call, this is it. This is a call you cannot m ss.

My Governnent al so believes that the negotiations on a conprehensive
fissile material cut-off treaty (FMCT) in this body should not be del ayed any
further.
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M. MARTINEZ MORCILLO (Spain) (translated from Spanish): M. President,
first of all allow ne to extend greetings to you and wel cone you to the task
of leading the work of this Conference on Di sarmanent, which is once again at
a crossroads. M del egation w shes to assure you of its support and trust.

It is full of hope that this Conference will be able to resunme its work
pronmptly in a fruitful manner, despite the fact that the internationa
circunstances in which it is now operating are nore conplex. This fact nust
serve as a spur to tackle these circunstances rather than an obstacle added to
the problens that have adversely affected it in the recent past. MW
appreciation and esteemal so go to the excellent and fruitful work carried out
by your predecessor as President of the Conference on D sarmanent, the
Ambassador of the Syrian Arab Republic.

Through its statenment today, ny del egation wi shes to place on record its
great concern at the escal ation of events that has been occurring in
South Asia with the repetition of acts that heighten the tensions which
already existed in the area and in addition create a hotbed of danger for
worl d peace. This approach can only, to say the |least, increase the
difficulties involved in dealing peacefully and through dial ogue with the
under | yi ng causes of the existing conflicts in the area. The Spanish
Gover nment has been paying the greatest attention to a situation that is
increasingly serious. The reaction of the Spanish authorities once again
falls in the framework of the statenent made by the presidency of the European
Uni on when the new nucl ear tests were carried out by Pakistan. My del egation
is al so anpbngst those that support and wi sh to be associated with the
substance of the statenent that has just been read by the Ambassador of
New Zeal and.

Spai n, which deeply regretted the nuclear tests carried out recently by
India, is once again conpelled to express identical sentinments in response to
the escal ati on caused by the subsequent testing carried out by Pakistan. M
del egati on wi shes to express its resolute condemati on of the repeated actions
that run counter to the clearly expressed will of the international comrunity
as far as the non-proliferation of weapons of nmass destruction is concerned
and constitute a very serious threat to peace and security at the regional and
world levels. The situation that has cone about mekes it still nore vitally
necessary for India and Pakistan to accede pronptly to the Nucl ear
Non-Proliferation Treaty and immediately join in the process of inplenentation
of the Conprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty. Spain's earnest appeal al ong
these lines is addressed to them |India and Pakistan and the other States in
the region are also urged to refrain fromany further steps that m ght
hei ghten the tensions that have already been created. The response must
i nvol ve di al ogue, a dial ogue which by creating confidence and avoi di ng
confrontation, will seek a solution to the problens that have created
conflicts in the area, their exacerbation currently, and their potentia
worsening in the future.

My del egation wishes in turn to place on record once again its ful
support for a start to negotiations by the Conference on D sarnmanent as soon
as possible for a treaty on the cessation of the production of fissile
material. M delegation, which has always supported this option, continues to
believe that this is the necessary and |ogical step following fromthe
concl usi on of the Conprehensive Nucl ear Test-Ban Treaty.
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M . PEETERS (Belgium (translated fromFrench): M. President, first of
all allow nme to extend to you ny warnest congratul ati ons on the occasi on of
your taking the Chair of the Conference on Di sarmanent and to assure you of
the full support of ny delegation during your termof office.

It is again with regret that | nust take the floor today. |In our
statement of 14 May, followi ng the nuclear tests carried out by India, we
i nforned the Conference on Di sarmanent of our consternation and
di sappointnment. Belgiumis deeply disappointed that Pakistan deci ded, at a
critical time, to carry out underground nucl ear tests and did not respond to
t he appeal of the international comunity by giving up such tests. The
Paki st ani nucl ear tests endanger stability and security that were already
fragile in the region and heighten the risks of a further escalation that
coul d have serious econom c and political consequences. Belgiumtherefore
appeal s urgently to India and Pakistan to enmbark on a di al ogue that woul d
re-establish stability and security in the region. Belgiumreiterates its
appeal nmade in this Conference on 14 May and calls on the Governments of both
I ndi a and Paki stan to ensure that these countries accede as soon as possible
to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and to the treaty conprehensively
banni ng nucl ear testing. Accession to the two above-nentioned treaties by
these two countries would be a major contribution to restoring calmto the
region. M delegation also appeals urgently to this Conference to enbark
wi t hout delay on substantive negotiations on a treaty to ban the production of
fissile materi al

M. JAKUBOABKI (Poland): M. President, allow ne first to congratul ate
you on the assunption of the presidency of the Conference on Di sarmament. Not
all representatives have the good fortune of presiding over “the best club in
Geneva” sone tinme during their tenure - if at all. Yours is a rare and
envi abl e case of the hel mof the CD being taken right at the beginning of your
m ssi on.

| am confident that at this time of looning threats to world peace, the
CD can only benefit from your enthusiasm experience and unspoilt view of
di sarmanent objectives which you bring to the presidency. As a representative
of Turkey, a country with which Pol and has been |inked by a |ong history of
mut ual rel ations, you can rely on ny and ny del egation's support and
cooperation.

I should also like to pay tribute to your predecessors, the
di stingui shed representatives of Sweden, Switzerland and the Syrian Arab
Republic, for their indefatigable and fruitful efforts to [ aunch the CD work
on a constructive and productive course.

My greetings go also to the distinguished Secretary-General of the
Conference, His Excellency M. Vladinmr Petrovsky, and his deputy,
M. Abdel kader Bensni |

Let me add the Polish voice to all those who have spoken highly of the
statement by New Zeal and. We have associated Poland with this statenent with
sati sfaction.
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In connection with the underground nucl ear test explosions carried out
by Pakistan, | should like to read out a statenent issued |ast Thursday,
28 May 1998, by the Polish Mnistry of Foreign Affairs. In an unofficia
translation, it reads as follows:

“Pol and has taken note with grave concern of the underground
nucl ear tests conducted by Paki stan. W strongly deplore the
aggravating situation in the South Asian region which can have extrenely
seri ous consequences for international security. Poland resolutely
opposes the ongoing escal ation of the nuclear arnms race with all its
i ncal cul abl e effects on that security.

“We are strongly convinced that the resolution of all regiona
tensions and conflicts should be sought through dial ogue as well as
bilateral and plurilateral negotiations, with due regard for
international security and the legitimate right of the internationa
conmunity to coexi st in peace.

“Addressing an appeal to the two States in South Asia and bearing
in mnd the statenent of the President of the United Nation Security
Council, Poland calls on Pakistan and India to forswear further tests
and to accede to the Conprehensive Test-Ban Treaty w thout delay.”

| should like to request that the statement of the polish Mnistry of
Foreign Affairs be issued as an official docunment of the Conference on
Di sar manent .

M. MAIMESKUL (Ukraine): M. President, let ne, at the outset,
congratul ate you warm'y on your assunption of the CD presidency at this
cruci al historical noment, which may have serious inplications for disarmnent
trends and international security. Being a menber of the Presidential troika,
my del egation is also ready to share responsibility for the inplenentation of
the difficult task in pronoting dial ogue on agenda Item 1, “Cessation of the
nucl ear arns race and nucl ear di sarmanent”.

I will be brief. | have taken the floor to confirmthat Ukraine fully
associates itself with the joint statenent delivered by the distinguished
Ambassador of New Zeal and on behal f of several countries, including mne
Besi des, the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, in its statenent issued
on 28 May 1998, expressed our position with regard to Pakistani nuclear tests:

“As in the case of Indian nuclear tests, Ukraine condemm this step
made by Paki stan, and calls upon both countries to show restraint and
responsibility in bilateral relations, this being in conformty with the
interests of preserving peace and stability in South Asia and in the
worl d as a whole.”

We have al ready asked the secretariat to register the statement of the
mnistry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine as an official CD document.
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M. CAMPBELL (Australia): Sone two weeks ago Australia took the floor
inthis forumto express its resolute opposition to any nucl ear testing by any
State, and its profound di sappointnent with, and condemnati on of, the nuclear
tests conducted by India.

The Australian Governnment acted swiftly and decisively to register its
concern with the Indian Governnent's actions, to announce a series of measures
Australia had taken in response to those actions, and to send a nessage to
ot her nations with possible nuclear aspirations about the consequences of such
action.

Subsequent events in South Asia provide cause for great alarm The
Australian Governnment strongly condemms Paki stan's nucl ear tests. They were
conducted despite the strong international condemation of India's tests and
despite pleas for restraint from Australia and ot her Governnents.

Paki stan's decision to ignore the inevitable inplications of its actions
for global and regional security reveals that its professed desire to end the
nucl ear weapons era, |like that of the Governnent of India, is no nore than a
deception.

A South Asian arnms race can only exacerbate existing regional tensions
and have serious inplications for global security arrangenents. The direct
threats presented by recent tests to the credibility and existence of the
i nternational regine of non-proliferation of nuclear weapons nust cease
i medi ately.

The South Asian nucl ear tests, and the urgent need to repair the
potential damage of this to the international nuclear non-proliferation regine
and to regional and international peace and security, have given the
conmencenent of negotiations for a fissile material cut-off treaty an even
greater urgency and rel evance for the international comunity. For Australia
and others with an interest in reducing South Asian regional tension and
proliferation pressures, a fissile material cut-off treaty would provide a
measure of transparency about the nuclear capabilities and intentions of India
and Paki stan, which would act as a confidence-buil di ng neasure between these
two States and for others within their strategic environnent.

As set out in the statenent read out at the beginning of this plenary
sessi on by New Zeal and Anbassador Pearson, a statement with which Australia
readi |y associates itself, we call upon India and Pakistan to sign and ratify
t he Conprehensive Nucl ear Test-Ban Treaty w thout conditions, accede to the
Nucl ear Non-Proliferation Treaty and participate in negotiations in this
Conference to achieve a fissile material cut-off treaty.

The international comunity cannot |et India and Pakistan's actions pass
wi t hout a strong and substantive response. | outlined in ny statenment of
14 May the neasures we have taken in response to Indian testing.

Australia decided on 29 May to take the followi ng bilateral measures in
response to the test conducted by Pakistan: to recall for consultations our
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Hi gh Commi ssioner in |Islanmabad; to suspend bilateral defence relations; to
suspend non-humanitarian aid; to suspend mnisterial and senior officia
visits; and to termnate the then visit of the Pakistani parlianmentary

del egation in Australia at the tinme of the tests.

I will also seek to have the official statements made by my Prine
M ni ster and Foreign Mnister in response to Pakistan's nuclear tests
circulated as official docunents of the Conference.

Lastly, | reiterate Australia' s deep di sappointnment over, and
condemation of, the ill-advised course of action chosen by both India and
Paki stan. We urge themto cease tests and desist from further destabilizing
actions such as the devel opnent and testing of nuclear weapon delivery
systems. W urge other States to continue vigorously to encourage |India and
Paki stan to join the international nuclear non-proliferation regine and to
pursue the objective of a nucl ear-weapon-free worl d.

M. LI (China) (translated from Chinese): M. President, the Chinese
del egation would like to congratulate you on your assunption of the presidency
and is confident that under your |eadership the CD will make snmooth progress.
The Chi nese delegation will give you its full cooperation. M del egation
would also like to pay tribute to your predecessor, the distinguished
Ambassador of Syria, for his outstanding work.

The Chi nese del egation associates itself with the statenent made a
moment ago by sonme nenbers of the CD. It can support nost of the points nade,
but has reservations about certain fornulations. Concretely, for exanple, we
feel that the countries concerned should not only i mediately and
uncondi tionally sign the CIBT but should also unconditionally accede to the
NPT. Chi na has al ways advocated the conplete prohibition and thorough
destruction of nuclear weapons and is opposed to any form of nucl ear weapon
proliferation. Hence we cannot but express our deep regret at the nuclear
tests in South Asia, though Pakistan carried out its own nuclear tests in
response to those by India.

China is deeply worried and concerned about the grave situation in
Sout h Asia caused by the recent nuclear-test explosions. This devel opnent
runs counter to international efforts to prevent nuclear weapon proliferation
and ban nuclear tests and has nade an already conplex and difficult regi ona
situation to a nore unstable and perilous one. It also has a negative inpact
on world peace and security, and this is the last thing we would like to see.

The whole world can bear witness: the current situation in South Asia
was triggered by India. In defiance of world opinion, India took the lead in
bl atantly conducting nuclear tests and set off a nuclear test race for which
it must inescapably bear the major responsibility.

We urge countries in South Asia to exercise maximumrestraint, refrain
fromany further action that m ght nake the situation worse, undertake not to
conduct any further nuclear tests, renounce nucl ear weapon devel opnent
programes and sign the CTBT and accede to the NPT i medi ately and
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uncondi tionally. W urge the countries concerned, in their own |ong-term
interests and for regional and world peace and security, to discuss and
negoti ate solutions to their disputes and differences so as to ease the
tension and confrontation in South Asia and restore and maintain stability in
t he region.

M. LEFER (Brazil): M. President, as this is the first time that |
take the floor under your presidency, may | extend to you warnest
congratul ati ons on your assunption of the incunbency and assure you of my own,
as well as ny delegation's full cooperation in the discharge of your duties
whi ch, no doubt, will be facilitated in view of your diplomatic experience and
skill? Let ne also pay tribute to your predecessors for their perseverance
and achi evenents.

On 28 and 30 May 1998, the Governnment of Brazil issued statements in
which it deplored and expressed deep regret and concern at the decision of the
Paki st ani Governnment to conduct nuclear tests. On those occasions, Brazi
reiterated its conviction that such tests put the nuclear non-proliferation
regime at risk; urged Pakistan and India to adhere to the Conprehensive
nucl ear Test-Ban Treaty; and, concerned with the possibility of an escal ating
nucl ear arms race in the region, appealed to both countries for maxi mum
restraint. The Brazilian Governnment also reaffirmed its unshakabl e conviction
that the way to peace and devel opnent can only be found through cooperation
and integration, and expressed the opinion that these events underscore the
urgency and necessity of neasures for the elimnation of nuclear weapons.

Brazil has joined the many other States in subscribing to the
decl aration read out by New Zealand early this norning. W did so in order to
further underline our political concern with the dangerous situation created
by nuclear testing in South Asia, and despite the declaration's linmted
reference to gl obal nucl ear disarmanent, which is a point that ny del egation
consi ders of highest priority.

Brazil is convinced that renouncing the devel opnment and possessi on of
nucl ear weapons and ot her weapons of mass destruction, and adopting ful
transparency, constitute the best way of assuring regional and gl obal peace
and security. The path followed and the results achi eved by Brazil and
Argentina in this respect speak for thensel ves.

The nuclear tests in South Asia are events of great political inpact and
meani ng, whose full inplications on a worldw de scale are yet to be known.
Ri sk assessnent and self-restraint considerations have, up to now,
precariously avoi ded nucl ear hol ocaust. They had until recently also
preserved the unity of the global nuclear non-proliferation reginme, despite
the latter's inbalances and the questions raised by the continued existence of
nucl ear weapons. The events of the |ast few weeks put this unity to the test
by bringing the specific logic of regional tensions to a wi der internationa
plain. This new situation clearly calls for a change in attitudes.

In this connection, Brazil once nore enphasizes the need for clear
unanmbi guous and bi nding commtnments to a phased progranme for achieving the
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objective of the conplete elimnation of nuclear weapons on the part of al
St at es possessing these weapons as the best guarantee agai nst nucl ear
proliferation. W stress the tineliness and urgency of this Conference
engagi ng in serious negotiations towards the attainment of such objectives and
therefore call upon all nenbers of the Conference to allowit forthwith to
deal substantively with agenda Item 1.

M. de | CAZA (Mexico) (translated from Spanish): M. President, | offer
you ny del egation's congratul ations, as | am speaking for the first tine since
you took the Chair, and my cooperation in your inportant duties. | also w sh

to express the appreciation of the Mexican del egation to your predecessors,
t he Ambassadors of Sweden, Switzerland and Syria, thanks to whose tireless
efforts we succeeded in agreeing a progranme of work

My del egation associated itself with the statenent made today, by the
Ambassador of New Zeal and on behal f of a number of del egations, as an
expression of the concern we share, but we would have preferred the statenent
to pl ace enphasis on our need to undertake, at the universal multilatera
| evel specific neasures designed to re-establish the credibility and
effectiveness of the international non-proliferation regine. These neasures
i nclude the urgent establishnment of an ad hoc conmittee on nucl ear di sarmanment
in the Conference on Di sarmanent.

My del egati on has requested the distribution as an official document of
a communi qué which ny Governnent issued on 28 May 1998, and which | woul d now
like to read into the record:

“The Government of Mexico condems and depl ores the nucl ear-weapon
tests carried out today by the Governnent of Pakistan, and expresses
its nmost serious concern at the initiation of a nuclear arnms race in
Sout h Asi a.

“The carrying out of nucl ear-weapon tests underm nes and
jeopardi zes the international non-proliferation regime governing these
weapons, which is indispensable to peace and world security, since the
risk that they may cone to be used increases in direct proportion to
their spread, their build-up and their technol ogical inprovement. In
turn, the use of nuclear weapons nust be avoided at all costs, not only
in view of the indiscrininate, permanent and catastrophi c damage they
woul d cause, but because they could lead to the involvenent of other
nucl ear - weapons States in an escal ati on which coul d endanger the very
survival of mankind.

“An effective non-proliferation regime for nuclear weapons nust
necessarily lead to nuclear disarmanment. But the attainnent of a
nucl ear - weapon-free world is inpossible in a context of proliferation of
such weapons in any of its aspects.

“Mexico calls on India and Pakistan to i mediately halt their
nucl ear - weapon tests and the devel opnent and accurul ati on of delivery
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vehi cl es, which exacerbate tension in their region, reduce security at
the international |evel and hanper efforts designed to | essen the threat
posed by nucl ear weapons.

“Mexico al so appeals to all States to put an imediate halt to the
proliferation of nuclear weapons in all its aspects, and to begin urgent
negoti ati ons on an unequi vocal and binding commitnment to the total and
conplete elimnation of nuclear weapons through a broad and phased
programme for the gradual and progressive reduction of nuclear
stockpil es and delivery systens |leading to their conplete and fina
elimnation in specific stages.”

M. SKOGMO (Norway): M. President, we join others in congratul ating
you upon your assunption of the presidency and assure you of the full support
of the Norwegi an del egation. The Norwegi an del egation would also like to put
on record that we fully associate ourselves with the statenment nade earlier by
the distinguished representative of New Zeal and.

Norway condemms the nuclear tests carried out by Pakistan. The
Nor wegi an Gover nment had hoped that Paki stan woul d show constructive restraint
and refrain fromfollow ng India s unacceptable behaviour. Pakistan's
decision to denonstrate strength in response to India's tests is a nost
serious setback to international non-proliferation and nucl ear disarmanent
efforts.

Norway has reacted strongly to India' s nuclear tests. W have condemed
the Indian tests, and discontinued devel opnent assistance to India. Norway
will react accordingly to Pakistan's tests.

Norway urges Pakistan and India to work together to restore stability in
the region, to halt all nuclear tests, and to sign and ratify the NPT and the
CTBT without conditions and without delay. Only through peaceful dial ogue and
steps to strengthen nuclear non-proliferation can the security challenges of
the regi on be sol ved.

The possession, threat of use or use of nucl ear weapons is no solution
for any country to the chall enges and problens they face in their politica
dealings with other countries. |Instead, we nust seek to create a security
environnment in which the nuclear deterrent beconmes obsolete or irrelevant.

I ndi a and Paki stan should take the Iead in such efforts instead of conpeting
for |eadership in a regional nuclear arnms race. W all have a responsibility
to ensure that the efforts to prevent the proliferation of nucl ear weapons and
reduce their role in international politics are continued.

Ms. BOURGA S (France) (translated from French): M. President, allow
me, in turn to extend to you ny sincere congratul ations on taking the Chair of
the Conference on Disarmanent, and allow ne also to say how much confi dence ny
country has in you and in your country in carrying out these responsibilities.

My country wi shes to be fully associated with the statenment made today
by the Anbassador of New Zealand. It wi shes to recall that, on hearing the
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announcenent of the Pakistani tests on 28 and 30 May, France expressed its
reacti on unambi guously. It regretted that Pakistan had not heeded the pleas
for restraint addressed to it. France deplored and condemed these tests,
which run counter to world efforts to stemnuclear proliferation and the very
broad support given by the international community to the CIBT. It urged
Paki stan to end these tests once and for all.

In passing this judgenent and condemmi ng both the Indian and the
Paki stani tests, France is bearing in mnd the sequence of events that led to
the present situation

These highly regrettabl e devel opments pronpt ny del egation to insist
now, in this room that India and Pakistan should clearly announce that they
renounce nucl ear tests once and for all. France also reiterates its appeal to
Paki stan and India to sign the Conprehensive Nucl ear Test-Ban Treaty pronptly
and unconditionally and to participate in the negotiation of a treaty banning
t he production of fissile material for nuclear weapons purposes in the
Conference. 1In so doing, France restates its attachnment to the principles and
provi sions of the nuclear non-proliferation regine.

M. GREY (United States of Anerica): M. President, | am pleased to see
you, the representative of our close ally, Turkey, in the Chair, and | offer
you the full support of my delegation during your presidency.

I have asked for the floor today to address the serious internationa
security situation created by India' s series of nuclear-weapons tests,
foll owed by Pakistan's series of nucl ear-weapons tests. |In that context, |
recall ny statenent of 13 May regarding India s nuclear tests and
President Cinton's remarks, contained in docunent CD/1505. M del egation
al so associates itself with the remarks nmade today by the distinguished
representative of New Zeal and on behal f of a nunber of States.

Presi dent Clinton has addressed the subject of nuclear testing by
Paki stan on two occasions, correlating with each of the series of nuclear
tests by Pakistan. | would like to read for the record his remarks.

On 28 May, President Cinton said:

“Because of the explosion of the nuclear test this norning by the
Governnment of Pakistan, | would |like to nake a brief statement about the
first, since this is nmy only opportunity to communicate with the nedia
and the Anerican people on that issue.

“First, | deplore the decision. By failing to exercise restraint
and responding to the Indian test, Pakistan lost a truly priceless
opportunity to strengthen its own security, to inprove its politica
standing in the eyes of the world.
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“And al t hough Paki stan was not the first to test, two wongs don't
make a right. | have nmade it clear to the | eaders of Pakistan that we
have no choice but to inpose sanctions pursuant to the d enn amendment
as is required by | aw

“Now, | want to say again: it is now nore urgent than its was
yesterday that both Pakistan and India renounce further tests, sign the
Conpr ehensi ve Test-Ban Treaty, and take decisive steps to reduce
tensions in South Asia and reverse the dangerous arns race.

“l cannot believe that we are about to start the twenty-first
century by having the Indian subcontinent repeat the worst m stakes of
the twentieth century when we know it is not necessary to peace and
security, to prosperity, to national greatness or personal fulfil ment.
And | hope that the determ ned efforts of the United States and our
allies will be successful in helping the parties who nust thensel ves
decide how to define their future to defuse tensions and avoid further
errors.”

On 28 May, Wite House spokesman M ke McCurry acknow edged t hat
Paki stani Prinme M nister Nawaz Sharif, in discussions with
President Cinton, “was honest” in describing the pressures and the
difficulties Prime Mnister Sharif faced in arriving at his decision
India, on the other hand, MCurry remarked, had not dealt honestly with the
United States about its nuclear test plans.

On 30 May, following further testing by Pakistan, President Cinton made
the foll owi ng statenent

“The United States condemms today's second round of nuclear tests
by Paki stan. These tests can only serve to increase tensions in an
al ready volatile region. Wth their recent tests, Pakistan and India
are contributing to a self-defeating cycle of escalation that does not
add to the security of either country. Both India and Pakistan need to
renounce further nuclear and nmissile testing i mediately and take
deci sive steps to reverse this dangerous arnms race.

“1 will continue to work with | eaders throughout the internationa
comunity to reduce tensions in South Asia, to preserve the gl oba
consensus on non-proliferation

“l call on India and Pakistan to resune their direct dialogue, to
sign the Conprehensive Test-Ban Treaty i medi ately and w t hout
conditions to reverse the arns race there, and to join the clear
i nternational consensus in support of non-proliferation.”

Finally, on 30 May, the President issued Presidential Determination
No. 98-25, on the subject of “Sanctions against Paki stan for detonation of a
nucl ear expl osive device”. It is addressed to the Secretary of State and
reads as foll ows:
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“I'n accordance with section 102 (b) (1) of the Arms Export
Control Act, | hereby determ ne that Pakistan, a non-nucl ear-weapon
State, detonated a nucl ear explosive device on May 28, 1998. The
rel evant agencies and instrunentalities of the United States Governnent
are hereby directed to take the necessary actions to inmpose the
sanctions described in section 102 (b) (2) of that Act.

“You [the Secretary of State] are hereby authorized and directed
to transmt this deternmination to the appropriate commttees of the
Congress and to arrange for its publication in the Federal Register.”

These statements speak for thenmselves. | ask that the texts of
President Clinton's remarks and the Presidential Determ nation be circul ated
together as an official document of the Conference on Di sarmament.

M. ZI MONYl (Hungary): M Anbassador requested ne to make the follow ng
statenment.

Allow us, first of all, M. President, to join others in congratulating
you, on behalf of the Hungarian del egation, on your assunption of the
presi dency and assure you of ny delegation's full cooperation and support. W
are pleased to see you, a representative of a country w th which Hungary
mai ntains historic ties of close friendship. W also wish to extend our
appreciation to the distinguished Anbassador of Syria for the effective manner
i n which he conducted the work of this Conference during his tenure.

I have asked for the floor for the purpose of fully associating the
Hungari an del egation with the statement nade by Anbassador Pearson of
New Zeal and earlier this norning, and also to draw your attention to a
statenment by the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of Hungary regarding the
nucl ear-test explosions carried out by Pakistan. The Hungarian authorities,
as in the case of the Indian tests, reacted i mediately to the events. The
statement issued on 28 May reads as foll ows:

“The Hungari an Governnent has | earned with regret that despite the
repeated warnings by the international comunity, on 28 May 1998,
foll owing nuclear tests with a mlitary purpose by India on 11 and
13 May, Pakistan too carried out nuclear tests. The Hungarian
Governnment is increasingly concerned that the decision of Indian and
Paki stan will launch a nuclear armnms build-up in the region and prevent
the full inplenentation of the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and the
Conprehensive Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT). Hungary considers the nmaintenance
of peace and stability in South Asia, which are seriously threatened by
these steps, inportant.

“As Hungary is an associ ated nenber of the European Union, the
Hungari an Government will consult with the presidency of the European
Uni on and the nmenber States of the EU on the current situation and
possi bl e further steps.”



CD/ PV. 795
32

M. ZAHRAN (Egypt) (translated from Arabic): M. President, on behalf
of the del egation of Egypt, | would Iike to encourage you to pursue the
efforts you are making to invigorate the work of the Conference on
Di sarmanent, particularly the priority issue of nuclear disarmanment. The
events of recent days have proven the inportance of the message contained in
the statement | nade on behalf of the Egyptian delegation at the |ast neeting
on 28 May 1998, nanely, that the international nuclear non-proliferation and
di sarmanent reginme is on probation and we nmust take serious nmeasures to
restore the credibility of this reginme through its inplenentation on a
wor | dwi de scale and in a just and even-handed manner.

I have asked for the floor today to make some comrents regarding the
statement made at this neeting by the Anbassador of New Zeal and on behal f of
Australia and other nmenber States. The del egation of Egypt fully agrees with
the position adopted in that statement regarding the condemati on of al
nucl ear tests and considers these events contrary to the internationa
consensus banning tests of nucl ear weapons and ot her nucl ear expl osive
devices. However, we believe that the international demand that States shoul d
i mredi ately and unconditionally sign and ratify the CIBT and accede to the NPT
cannot be confined to India and Paki stan alone in view of their recent
engagenent in nuclear tests, as this demand nust extend to all countries that
have not acceded to those two treaties and in particular to those possessing
nucl ear capabilities and, nore specifically, to Israel, which should, wthout
further delay, accede to the NPT and subject all its nuclear facilities to the
conprehensi ve regi ne of | AEA safeguards in order to ensure that the Mddle
Eastern region will not be exposed to the dangers of nuclear tests or a

nucl ear catastrophe. In particular, paragraph 8 of the statenment to which
I amreferring calls upon both India and Pakistan to accede without delay to
the NPT. This is a selective and defective approach. |If these two countries

accede to the NPT, would the NPT becone universal and would the threat posed
by the nucl ear arsenal of which Israel is reported to be in possession be
di spell ed? These questions need to be answered.

Nucl ear tests are actually serious devel opnents which affect and
threaten the credibility of the NPT and the international non-proliferation
regime, so there is no scope for indulgence in this regard. However, the crux
of the matter is the prohibition of the proliferation of nuclear weapons and
nucl ear di sarmanent. The nere possession of nucl ear weapons and their
diffusion to countries other than the five recogni zed nucl ear-weapon St ates
constitutes one of the principal threats facing manki nd, and the statenment to
which | referred should not have disregarded this fact, because those reported
to possess the sophisticated technol ogi es needed to conduct tests, including
non- expl osi ve tests of nucl ear weapons should in no way be absol ved of
responsibility, as these tests contribute to the vertical proliferation of
nucl ear weapons. Hence, we reaffirmthe need for the i mmedi ate establishnent,
within the CD, of an ad hoc conmmittee on nucl ear disarmanent to begin
negoti ati ons on a programme of work for the elimnation of nuclear weapons and
on a treaty banning the production of fissile material that could be used in
t he production of nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices, in
conformty with the mandate proposed by the Egyptian del egation in order to
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preserve the credibility of the NPT and ensure its effectiveness. Finally,
attenpts to circunvent the principles of nuclear non-proliferation and apply
them sel ectively entail serious consequences.

I wish to enphasize, in particular, the need to nake every effort to
honour the conmitnent made in the 1995 NPT Revi ew and Extensi on Conference
resol ution concerning the establishment of a nucl ear-weapon-free zone in the
M ddl e East, as a vital step towards the creation of a zone free of al
weapons of mass destruction in accordance with the proposal nade by
President Miubarak in 1990. The intransigence that was recently shown in the
Preparatory Committee for the 2000 NPT Review Conference is one of the factors
that are threatening the entire non-proliferation regine.

M. BALBONI ACQUA (Italy) (translated from French): M. President, on
the occasion of ny first statenent under your |eadership, | should |ike, on ny
own behal f and on behal f of ny delegation, to congratulate you on taking the
Chair. | amvery pleased to see you guiding this assenbly as a representative
of a country with which Italy has nmintained close |inks of friendship for
centuries. | amcertain that the prestige and the international role of your
country, along with your recognized abilities, will be useful in successfully
conducting our work, particularly under current circunstances.

The Italian del egation shares and fully supports the positions expressed
by the European Union. W should like to stress certain points. Just two
weeks after we took the floor follow ng the Indian nuclear tests, we find
oursel ves once again reacting to simlar tests conducted this tinme by another
State of the region - Pakistan. It was with profound regret and great concern
that Italy | earned of the decision of the Pakistani CGovernment to becone
involved in the deplorable spiral of the nuclear arnms race, despite the
appeal s for noderation addressed to it by the international comunity.

Nucl ear tests challenge the consistent efforts nade by the internationa
comunity to pronote non-proliferation and nucl ear di sarmanment as well as arns
control, and they can only be condemmed with the greatest firmess.

Bearing in mnd the further aggravation of tension, Italy hopes
that I ndia and Pakistan will behave responsibly towards the internationa
community as a whole, and will start by nmeking every effort to open up a
di al ogue without delay in the region which could | ead themto establish
constructive relations. W appeal to themvigorously to act in keeping with
their own statenments and to put an end to these tests once and for all, and
subsequently to accede to the Conprehensive Nucl ear Test-Ban Treaty and the
Non-Proliferation Treaty. Lastly, we urge themto refrain from any depl oynent
of nucl ear weapons and to halt the race towards the devel opment of their
respective mssile arsenals.

M. RU Z BLANCO (Col onbi a) (translated from Spanish): Once again
Col onmbi a nust deplore the carrying out of nuclear tests, whatever their
nature, including those recently carried out by Paki stan and before that by
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I ndi a, because of their serious inplications for peace and internationa
security, and because of the enornobus damage they cause to the environnent and
human heal t h.

Because it considers that an arnms race in South-East Asia is an
additional factor for instability and does not hel p solve the major conflicts
that exist, Colonbia wuld like to urge the parties involved to seek
agreenents through di al ogue and direct negotiation, with the help of the
international comunity if it is considered necessary.

Col onbia is once again conpelled to denand a change of attitude in the
nucl ear - weapon States towards postures that are nore constructive and in
keeping with the commitnents entered into for the conplete elimnation of
nucl ear weapons. A token of this renewed conmm tnment could be the
establishment, within the Conference on Di sarmanent, of an ad hoc conmittee
that woul d enbark on negotiations straight away on a gradual progranme of
nucl ear di sarmanent and the conplete elimnation of nuclear weapons within a
specific time-frame, as advocated by the Myvenent of Non-Aligned Countries at
its recent nmeeting in Cartagena.

The Conference on Disarmanent cannot continue to deplore these events
wi t hout taking genuinely effective steps that would lead to the ideal of a
nucl ear - weapon-free worl d.

M. CHANG (Republic of Korea): M. President, since this is the first
time that my del egation takes the floor under your presidency, | would like
to extend our warnmest congratul ati ons on your assunption of the presidency of
t he Conference. Please be assured of ny delegation's fullest support and
cooperation.

My del egati on wishes to join the previous speakers in deeply deploring
the nucl ear tests carried out by Pakistan on 28 and 30 May. In this regard, |
would like to refer to the statenent issued by our Foreign Mnistry. It reads
as follows:

“The Government of the Republic of Korea deeply regrets that
Paki st an conducted nucl ear tests on 28 May 1998 in spite of the earnest
appeal of the international conmunity not to proceed with such testing.
We strongly urge both Pakistan and India to i medi ately decl are that
they will permanently cease further nuclear testing and to refrain from
further devel opi ng their nucl ear-weapons progranme. W also call upon
I ndi a and Paki stan to unconditionally accede to the NPT and the CTBT
wi t hout further delay.”

M. SOUTAR (United Kingdomof G eat Britain and Northern Ireland): In
addition to associating nyself with the statement nmade at the opening of the
nmeeting by the distinguished representative of New Zeal and, | have been asked

to bring to the attention of the Conference on D sarmanent the follow ng
statement by the United Kingdom presidency of the European Uni on on 28 Muy.
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“The European Union is dismayed and di sappointed at the news of a
nucl ear test by Pakistan. As with India' s nuclear tests, the
Eur opean Uni on condems this action which runs counter to the wll
expressed by 149 signatories to the CIBT to cease nucl ear testing, and
to efforts to strengthen the gl obal non-proliferation regine. India's
nucl ear tests have undernmined the stability of the region. Pakistan's
nucl ear test has nade the situation worse.

“Foll owi ng the nuclear tests by India, the EU nade clear to
Paki stan that a nuclear test by Pakistan woul d damage Paki stan's
security environnent. The EU had therefore strongly urged the Pakistan
Governnment to exercise the maxi mumrestraint and very much regrets that
it has not done so.

“The European Union remains fully committed to the inplenentation
of the Conprehensive Test-Ban Treaty and the Non-Proliferation Treaty
which is the cornerstone of the gl obal nuclear non-proliferation regine
and the essential foundations for the pursuit of nuclear disarmnment.

It has a strong interest in the peace and stability of South Asia, and
is deeply concerned about the threat posed to this by nuclear and

m ssile proliferation. W urge Pakistan, along with other States in the
region to refrain fromfurther tests and the depl oynent of nuclear
weapons or ballistic mssiles. |In particular we urge Pakistan and
India: to sign the CIBT and nove to ratify it; to contribute actively
from now on towards openi ng negotiations in the Conference on

Di sarmanment in Ceneva for a treaty banning the production of fissile
mat eri al s for nucl ear weapons; to exert stringent controls over export
of material, equipnent and technol ogy controll ed under the Nucl ear
Suppliers Goup Trigger and Dual -Use Lists and the M ssile Technol ogy
Control Regine Annex; and to make a commitnment neither to assenble
nucl ear devices nor deploy themon delivery vehicles and cease

devel opnent and depl oynent of ballistic mssiles capable of delivering
nucl ear war heads.

“The European Union will follow closely the evolution of the
situation and will take all necessary neasures shoul d Paki stan and
India not accede to and nmove to ratify the relevant internationa
non-proliferation agreenents, in particular the Conprehensive Nucl ear
Test-Ban Treaty, w thout conditions. W also urge Pakistan and India to
engage in a di al ogue which addresses the root causes of the tension
between them and try to build confidence, rather than seek
confrontation.”

I have al so been asked to bring to the attention of the Conference the
followi ng statenment by the British Foreign Secretary, M. Robin Cook, in the
House of Commons, on Monday 1 June 1998.

“The Government of Pakistan has declared that it carried out six
nucl ear tests - five on Thursday and a further one on Saturday. W
recogni ze that the Governnent of Pakistan was under imense pressure to
conduct these tests to match those initiated by India. But we are
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di smayed by the decision to respond in kind and believe that the
i nterests of Pakistan have been badly served by their decision to do so.

“Paki stan's forenpst concern is its national security. That
security has not been strengthened by these tests. Long-term security
for Pakistan can only cone fromlowering tension with India and buil ding
mut ual confidence within the region. It cannot be built on the unstable
foundation of an arns race, which will only raise tensions. Already it
can be seen fromnews reports fromthe region that the voices that have
been encouraged by the recent confrontation are the voices of extrem sm

“But Pakistan's loss is wider than its own reduced security.
Paki stan had the chance to win international support and respect for its
restraint. That opportunity has now been lost. As with India, the
effect of the nuclear tests by Pakistan has been to dimnish, not to
enhance, the status of that country within the international conmunity.

“We have nmade clear to the Governnent of Pakistan our dismay at
their decision. The Pakistani H gh Comm ssioner was sunmoned to the
Foreign Ofice the day after the tests to receive a nessage for his
Governnment of our concern. | have recalled the British High
Conmi ssioner from |Islamabad for consultation in London

“We have already taken a nunber of neasures to bring home to the
Governnent of India the strength of our concern at their nuclear test
programme. Last week we cancelled the visit by the Indian Chief of
Naval Staff and we have al so cancelled a forthcomng visit by their
Chief of Arny Staff. At the neeting |ast week of the General Affairs
Council of the European Union, we obtained agreenent to a presidency
text which invited the Comrission to review India's preferential trade
treatment. Having taken such steps against India, | would expect
conpar abl e neasures to be agreed by European partners agai nst Paki stan
for simlar action by it.

“Britain's aid programme, unlike that of sone other countries, is
directly targeted on providing help to the poorest people in the poorest
regions. We remain convinced that it would be wong to penalize the
nost vul nerable citizens in either country by suspending our aid
progr ame.

“However, no one, least of all the Governnents of both countries,
shoul d understate the econonmic price that they will pay for isolation
within the international conmunity. Already the value of the Indian
rupee has fallen. Last week the Indian Governnent offered US$ 1 billion
of Governnent bonds and got no takers. |In May there was a net outfl ow
of foreign institutional investnment. And |ast week the World Bank
deferred three loans to India for energy and hi ghways projects of al nost
$1 billion as a result of objections by menber States including Britain

“The adverse inpact of these econonic devel opnents will make it
nore difficult for India or Pakistan to reduce poverty. That is why it
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woul d be a tragedy if both their Governnments were to persist in an arns
race to acquire the nost expensive of weapons, which will do nothing to
help the mllions of their citizens who Iive in poverty.

“A regional arns race would al so have an inmpact which would
stretch far beyond the region. Oher States who have al ready
denonstrated their interest in acquiring nuclear technology will be
wat ching closely to see how the international comrunity now responds to
t he precedent set by India and Pakistan. Their nucl ear progranmes
therefore are not nmerely an internal matter for the two countries, but
are a legitimte matter of concern for the world.

“At the suggestion of the United States, the permanent five
menbers of the Security Council will neet on Thursday in Ceneva to
di scuss the security inplications of the nuclear test progranmes and the
hei ghtened tension in the region. As President of the G3, Britain has
called a neeting of their Foreign Mnisters in London next week. That
nmeeting will coordinate the response of the | eading economes to the
nucl ear test progranmes and how we can best pronote dialogue with India
and Paki stan and between India and Paki stan. There nust be two
strategi c objectives in our dialogue with those countries.

“First, we must press India and Pakistan to sign up to the gl oba
regi me agai nst nuclear proliferation. The best way to reduce tension in
the region would be for both India and Paki stan now to sign up to the
Conprehensive Test-Ban Treaty, and to join in the negotiations at Ceneva
wi t hout conditions and to halt the production of fissile material for
nucl ear weapons. Neither their interests, nor those of any other
country in the world, are served by encouragi ng the spread of nuclear
weapons.

“The second objective nust be to tackle the roots of the tension
bet ween both countries. There needs to be a neani ngful dial ogue between
I ndi a and Paki stan over the issues that at present threaten stability
in the region. Their security would be nuch better pronoted by
confi dence-buil di ng neasures than by nucl ear testing programmes.

“The bal ance which we nust seek in our approach to this issue is
to confront firmy the dangers of nuclear proliferation, but wthout
seeking confrontation with the people of India or Pakistan. Britain has
a long history of close ties with both countries and nmillions of people
in Britain have community links with relatives throughout the
subcontinent. Britain therefore does not voice its dismay at the recent
nucl ear tests out of hostility. ©On the contrary, it is as a friend of
both countries that Britain is appalled at the risks and costs to the
peopl es of the subcontinent froma nuclear arnms race. | ask the whole
House to show our united resolve in condeming the nuclear tests and in
calling for the Governnents of both India and Pakistan to stop testing
and to start tal king.”
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M. SIDOROV (Russian Federation) (translated from Russian):
M. President, allow ne to congratul ate you on taking the Chair of the
Conference on Disarmament. | believe that under your firm gui dance we shal
make the nost effective use of the tinme allocated to us for work at the
begi nning of this part of the session. You can count on the support and
cooperation of nmy delegation. | should like to express my gratitude to your
predecessor, the distinguished Anbassador of Syria, for the work he
acconpl i shed.

In connection with the issue being discussed at this plenary neeting of

the Conference on Disarmanent, | would |like to draw attention to the fact that
the Russi an Federation has associated itself with the joint statement read out
here by the Anbassador of New Zealand. |In turn | should like to read out a

statement issued by the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation
on 28 Muy.

“The Russi an Federation expresses the deepest concern at the
testing of nucl ear devices by Paki stan on 28 May 1998. This action was
taken despite urgent appeals by the world community to |slamabad to
di splay restraint and not to follow the principle of "an eye for an eye
in response to the nucl ear explosions carried out by India on 11 and
13 May 1998.

“It is to be regretted that the Pakistani |eaders were unable to
control their enptions and denonstrate circunmspection and prudence at an
extremely fateful nonent. The confrontation and rivalry which have
conti nued between India and Pakistan for many years have now acquired a
conpl etely new nucl ear dinension which is highly dangerous for mankind
as a whole. A real threat of proliferation of nuclear weapons around
the planet is emerging.

“Russia considers that the international non-proliferation reginme
shoul d become universal in nature through its extension to cover al
States wi thout exception. It once again urgently appeals to Pakistan
as well as to India, to heed the voice of the world comunity, renounce
further testing and accede without delay to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons and the Conprehensive Nucl ear
Test-Ban Treaty.”

The new tests conducted by Pakistan on 30 May nerely confirmthe reasons
for our concern

W woul d be grateful if this statenment could be distributed as an
official docunent of the Conference on Di sarnmanent.

M. ILLANES (Chile) (translated from Spanish): M. President, as | am
asking for the floor for the first tinme since your arrival in Geneva and your
designation as President of the CD, allow nme to express to you the warm
congratul ati ons and best w shes of the Chilean del egation. W would also |ike
to congratul ate the Anbassador of the Syrian Arab Republic on his excellent
wor k as our previous President.
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Unfortunately, today's neeting, like the last one we held is again an
unhappy occasion as we neet in an atnosphere of concern and dread. The Indian
nucl ear tests have been followed by the Pakistani tests. Wth your
perm ssion, Sir, | will read the statenent issued by the Governnent of Chile
on 28 May on the Pakistani tests, which closely follows its previous statenent
of 14 May on the Indian tests.

“The Governnent of Chile expresses its nost forceful rejection and
condemmati on of the nuclear explosions carried out early this nmorning by
the Governnent of Pakistan. They constitute a further threat to
i nternational peace and security and represent a backward step vis-a-vis
nucl ear di sarmanent and non-proliferation in all its aspects.

“At the same time, the Governnent of Chile expresses its concern
at the destabilizing effect of these actions for South Asia.

“In addition, these explosions violate the agreenents and
decl arations of the Myvenent of Non-Aligned Countries, of which Pakistan
is a nenber, as reaffirned at the Non-Aligned mnisterial neeting held
in Cartagena, between 18 and 20 May this year

“Chile reiterates its steadfast policy of rejection and
condemati on of nucl ear explosions carried out by any nember of the
i nternational comunity. The Governnent of Chile calls on all States
whi ch have not yet done so to accede to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty and the Conprehensive Nucl ear Test-Ban Treaty w t hout
conditions.”

I would like to ask you, M. President, to have this declaration by the
Governnment of Chile, as well as the one read out at the |last neeting of the
CD, circulated as official docunents of the Conference.

The del egation of Chile joined many ot her del egations of memnber
countries in sponsoring the statenment on this subject introduced by the
Ambassador of New Zeal and today. W al so endorsed the statenment along simlar
lines made by the Rio Goup on 29 May and the resolution adopted on the sane
date by the Council of the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Wapons in
Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL).

Lastly, we wish to say that we hope the nenbers of the Conference on
Di sarmanment will be able to contribute to the efforts originating from all
sectors of the international community to find a positive outcome to the
present crisis. Mre than ever world peace and security require that the
obj ective of non-proliferation and its urgent and i nseparable concontant of
nucl ear di sarmanment shoul d be upheld and universally fulfilled.

The PRESIDENT: | thank the Anbassador of Chile for his statement and
ki nd words addressed to the Chair. Now |looking to the list, we have about
nine nore speakers. | therefore wish to suspend the neeting now, to be

resumed at 3.15 p.m, if there are no objections to that.

The neeting was suspended at 1 p.m and resuned at 3.30 p.m
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The PRESIDENT: The 795th plenary neeting of the Conference on
Di sarmanent i s resuned.

In this afternoon's session, | have 11 speakers. | give the floor to
the first speaker on ny list, the representative of Finland, M. Vuorenpaé.

Ms. VUORENPAA (Finland): M. President, first I would like, on behalf
of the delegation of Finland, to congratulate you upon your assunption of the
CD presidency and wi sh you the best success in this demandi ng task.

| have been asked to bring to the attention of the Conference the joint
statement made in Helsinki on 30 May 1998 by M. Guido Di Tella, Mnister for
Foreign Affairs of Argentina, and Ms. Tarja Hal onen, Mnister for Foreign
Affairs of Finland, on the Indian and Pakistani nuclear tests. The
statenment was made in connection with the State visit to Finland by
President Carlos Menem of Argentina.

“Argentina and Finland are di smayed and di sappoi nted at the news
of nuclear tests by India and Pakistan. W urge the two countries to
refrain fromany further tests

“The recent tests are contrary to global efforts towards nucl ear
non-proliferation and nucl ear disarmanent. They al so undermn ne
stability and threaten to trigger an accelerated arns race in the
region.

“Argentina and Finland, together with the international comunity,
underline the inportance of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nucl ear Weapons (NPT) and the Conprehensive Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT).

“We appeal to India and Paki stan to becone parties to the NPT and
CTBT and call for a peaceful dialogue to address the causes of the
tensi ons between them

“Argentina and Finland reiterate their conmon comritment to
nucl ear non-proliferation and other weapons of mass destruction as well
as their conviction to abstain fromtheir devel opnent or possession
Total transparency in this matter constitutes the best guarantee for
regi onal and gl obal peace and security and friendshi p anbng nations, as
is shown in their respective regions in the Americas and Europe.”

| ask that this joint statenent be circulated as an official CD
docunent .

To conclude, | would like to add that Finland supports the efforts of
the United Nations Security Council, including the efforts by the five
per manent menbers, to address the situation

Finl and has al so associated itself with the statenment read by the
Ambassador of New Zeal and.



CD/ PV. 795
41

M. AGURTSQU (Bel arus) (translated from Russian): M. President, first
of all please accept my congratul ations on taking up the post of President of
t he Conference and ny sincere wi shes for success in this responsible position
You can rest assured of our full support and cooperation. W also would
like to pay due tribute to your predecessor, the Anbassador of Syri a,

M. Taher Al-Hussam, who with his characteristic sense of responsibility
gui ded the Conference through a rather conplex phase of its work.

I have asked for the floor in order to read out a statement issued by
the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Belarus dated 1 June.

“I't was with alarmand anxiety that the Republic of Bel arus
| earned of the nuclear tests carried out by India and Paki stan.

“On the threshold of the twenty-first century, the series of
nucl ear tests carried out push the world towards the proliferation of
nucl ear weapons, mark a step in the nuclear arns race and create
signi ficant additional obstacles to further reductions in nuclear
ar manent s.

“These actions run counter to the consistent efforts of the world
comunity to strengthen the regine for the non-proliferation of nuclear
weapons at the gl obal and regional levels, which is a very inportant
factor in international stability and security.

“The Republic of Belarus, which a few years ago made a historic
choice in renouncing its existing nuclear potential, and which is a
party to a nunber of nmjor agreenents in the field of nuclear
di sarmanent, cannot but feel particular concern and alarmat this
turn of events.

“The Republic of Belarus calls on all countries with mlitary
nucl ear programes whi ch have not becone parties to the CIBT to review
their current nuclear policy and accede to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons and the Conprehensive Nucl ear
Test-Ban Treaty, and to work for a treaty to prohibit the production of
fissile material for nuclear weapons and other nucl ear expl osive
devi ces, on which mankind is pinning its hopes for a nuclear-free world
in the twenty-first century.

“The events of recent days have hei ghtened our al arm about a
possi bl e chain reaction involving nuclear proliferation not only in the
South Asian region but also beyond. The |ack of |egal obligations
vis-a-vis the international conmmunity will furnish a favourabl e context
in that respect.

“It is well known that the Republic of Belarus, on the basis of
its consistent anti-nuclear policy, its fears for the fate of future
generations and the fate of the European continent and the world as a
whole, and in the Iight of contenporary realities, has called and
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continues to call on all countries to support the idea of the
establ i shnment of a nuclear-free space in Central and Eastern Europe.

“We in the Republic of Belarus are convinced that the achi evenent
of this goal will strengthen security and trust on the continent, wll
prevent the geographical spread of nuclear weapons and will constitute a
significant step towards the further consolidation of peace and
stability in Europe and throughout the world.

“In our view, all countries which do not possess nucl ear weapons
coul d assune agreed obligations relating to the conplete renunciati on of
t he depl oynent of nucl ear weapons on their territory.”

I would request the secretariat to distribute the statement issued by
the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of Belarus as an official docunent of the
Conf erence on Di sar manent .

Ms. KUNADI (lIndia): M. President, it gives nme great pleasures to avai
of this opportunity to express how pleased we are to see you in the Chair
gui di ng our deliberations with your characteristic diplomatic skills. Wile
we congratul ate you on the assunption of the presidency, we recall the very
warmrel ations that exist between our two countries, and, in particular, the
i mense contribution that you have personally nade. | assure you of the
full est cooperation of my delegation in discharging your functions. W
woul d also Iike to place on record our deep sense of appreciation to the
Ambassador of Syria, M. Taher Al -Hussami, for his diligent efforts as the
Presi dent of the Conference.

I have requested the floor today to read into the records extracts
fromthe suo noto statenent made by the Prinme Mnister of India,
M. Atal Bihari Vajpayee, before the Indian Parlianent on 27 May 1998.
We have requested the secretariat to circulate the conplete version of the
statenment as an official docunent of the CD, along with a paper entitled
“Evolution of India' s nuclear policy” which had been tabled in Parlianent
on 27 May 1998.

| take this opportunity to read extracts fromthe suo noto statement of
27 May nmade by the Prine Mnister of India, M. Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

“In 1947, when India energed as a free country to take its
rightful place in the comty of nations, the nuclear age had al ready
dawned. CQur |eaders then took the crucial decision to opt for
sel f-reliance, and freedom of thought and action. W rejected the cold
war paradi gm and chose the nore difficult path of non-alignnent. CQur
| eaders al so realized that a nucl ear-weapon-free world woul d enhance not
only India's security but also the security of all nations. That is why
di sarmanent was and continues to be a major plank in our foreign policy.

“During the 1950s, India took the lead in calling for an end to
all nucl ear-weapons testing. Addressing the Lok Sabha on 2 April 1954,
Pandit Jawaharl al Neru, to whose menory we pay homage today, stated that
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"nucl ear, chenical and biol ogical energy and power should not be used to

forge weapons of mass destruction'. He called for negotiations for the
prohi bition and elim nation of nuclear weapons and, in the interim a
standstill agreenent to halt nuclear testing. This call was not heeded.

“In 1965, along with a small group of non-aligned countries, India
put forward the idea of an international non-proliferation agreement
under which the nucl ear-weapon States would agree to give up their
arsenal s, provided other countries refrained from devel oping or
acquiring such weapons. This balance of rights and obligations was not
accepted. In the 1960s our security concerns deepened. The country
sought security guarantees but the countries we turned to were unable to
extend to us the expected assurances. As a result, we nade it clear
that we would not be able to sign the NPT

“The Lok Sabha debated the issue on 5 April, 1968. The late
Prime Mnister, Ms. Indira Gandhi, assured the House that 'we shall be
gui ded entirely by our self-enlightenment and the considerations of
national security'. This was a turning point, and this House
strengt hened the decision of the then Government by reflecting a
nati onal consensus.

“Qur decision not to sign the NPT was in keeping with out basic

objectives. In 1974, we denonstrated our nuclear capability.
Successi ve Governnents thereafter have taken all necessary steps in
keeping with that resolve and national will, to safeguard India's

nucl ear option. This was the primary reason behind the 1996 deci sion
for not signing the CIBT, a decision that also enjoyed consensus of this
House.

“The decades of the 1980s and 1990s had nmeanwhil e wi tnessed the
gradual deterioration of our security environment as a result of nuclear
and missile proliferation. In our neighbourhood, nucl ear weapons had
i ncreased and nore sophisticated delivery systenms inducted. In
addition, India has also been the victimof externally aided and abetted
terrorism mlitancy and cl andestine war.

“At a global level, we see no evidence on the part of the
nucl ear-weapon States to take decisive and irreversible steps in noving
towards a nucl ear-weapon-free world. |Instead, we have seen that the NPT
has been extended indefinitely and unconditionally, perpetuating and
exi stence of nucl ear weapons in the hands of the five countries.

“Under such circunstances, the Government was faced with a
di fficult decision. The touchstone that has guided us in making the
correct choice clear was national security. These tests are a
continuation of the policies set in notion that put this country on the
path of self-reliance and i ndependence of thought and action

“India is now a nucl ear-weapon State. This is a reality that
cannot be denied. It is not a confernent that we seek; nor is it a
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status for others to grant. It is an endownent to the nation by our
scientists and engineers. It is India's due, the right of one sixth of

humanki nd. Qur strengthened capability adds to our sense of
responsibility. W do not intend to use these weapons for aggression or
for nounting threats agai nst any country; these are weapons of

sel f-defence, to ensure that India is not subjected to nuclear threats
or coercion. W do not intend to engage in an arns race.

“We had taken a nunber of initiatives in the past. W regret that
these proposals did not receive a positive response from ot her
nucl ear -weapons States. |In fact, had their response been positive, we
need not have gone in for our current testing progranme. W have been
and will continue to be in the forefront of the calls of opening
negoti ati ons for a nucl ear weapons convention, so that this challenge
can be dealt with in the same manner that we have dealt with the scourge
of two other weapons of nmmss destruction - through the Biologica
Weapons Convention and the Chem cal Wapons Convention

“Traditionally, India has been an outward-|ooking country. Qur
strong commtment to nultilateralismis reflected in our active
participation in organizations like the United Nations. This engagement
will continue. The policies of economc |liberalization introduced in
recent years have increased our regional and gl obal |inkages, and ny
Governnment intends to deepen and strengthen these ties.

“Qur nucl ear policy has been marked by restraint and openness. W
have not violated any international agreenments either in 1974 or now, in
1998. The restraint exercised for 24 years, after having denonstrated
our capability in 1974, is in itself a unique exanple. Restraint,
however, has to arise fromstrength. |t cannot be based upon indecision
or doubt. The series of tests recently undertaken by India have led to
the renoval of doubts. The action involved was balanced in that it was
the m ni mum necessary to maintain what is an irreducible conponent of
our national security cal cul us.

“Subsequently, the CGovernnent has al ready announced that India
wi Il now observe a voluntary noratoriumand refrain from conducting
under ground nucl ear-test explosions. W have also indicated willingness
to nmove towards a de jure formalization of this declaration.”

India's conmitnment to the noratoriumwas reiterated by the
Prime Mnister in his statenent to the Indian Parlianent on 29 Muy, a day
after the Pakistani test. The Prine Mnister of India also reiterated
interest in engaging in negotiations on an FMCT, undertaki ng stringent export
controls on nuclear and m ssile-related technol ogies, as well as those
relating to other weapons of mass destruction, and a “no first use” agreenent
wi th Pakistan, as also with other countries bilaterally, or in a multilatera
form

The logic and rationale of India s approaches, which have been set out
earlier by nme in the Statenent, have been vindicated by Pakistan's nucl ear
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tests. These tests have established what has been known all along: that

Paki stan has been in possession of nucl ear weapons. The clandestine nature of
their programme is well docunented. It is relevant to note in this context
that the transborder terrorism pronoted, aided and abetted against India for
the last 10 years by Pakistan, has a conponent of its nuclear capability.
India has been a victimof this terrorismwhich nust end.

Let me turn now to our concerns relating to peace and security in our
region. These concerns have increased as India's security environnent has
become conplicated with the accunul ati on of nucl ear weapons and missiles in
our nei ghbourhood. The inprovenents in the security environment in the West
have not been replicated in our region. Qur concerns are not limted to
South Asia alone, but are far deeper and broader in scope. On the other hand,
Paki st an' s approach has al ways been Indocentric, as has been made abundantly
clear by the justification they have sought to give for their test.

India is conmitted to the maintenance of peace and security in our
regi on and beyond. Qur perspectives on security issues are global in range
and scope. Such concerns are natural for a country |like India, the hone of
one sixth of humanity. India's security concerns cannot be relegated to
South Asia al one.

We have pursued a policy of maintaining security and stability in our
region and of striving for the enlargenent of friendly and cooperative
relations with our neighbours. Wth our neighbour to the West, Pakistan, we
have al ways sought to develop a relationship of friendship and cooperation
based on nutual respect and regard for each other's concerns. W have sought
ways of enhanci ng cooperation and of addressing all issues, including those on
which the two countries do not see eye to eye. For this purpose, we have
al ways been ready to pursue the path of conprehensive, constructive and
sust ai ned bil ateral dialogue. The process of dial ogue was reinstated at
India's initiative. The two sides have engaged in the process of fram ng the
nodal iti es of dial ogue, and our suggestions in this regard were given to
Paki stan in January 1998. W await their response. An inportant part of our
policy towards Pakistan is the pronotion of confidence-buil ding nmeasures
(CMBs) between the two countries. Several suggestions in this regard have
been made by us. Meanwhile, we have scrupul ously adhered to the CMBs which
are in place. These include an agreenent on the prohibition of attack on each

other's nuclear facilities and installations. In this context, the recent
canard sought to be spread by Paki stan about the possibility of an Indian
attack on its nuclear installations was reprehensible. It indicates a m ndset

whi ch Paki stan nust abandon. Attenpts to heighten tensions at the border, or
propaganda by Paki stan, are not conducive to building better ties.

Before I conclude, | would like to state that we have consistently
mai nt ai ned that nucl ear non-proliferation and di sarmanment have to be di scussed
in a global franework and in a conprehensive and non-di scrim natory manner
Artificial delimtation and selective, conpartnentalized approaches which seek
tolimt these issues to “South Asia” are defective. | have al ready pointed
out that India' s security paraneters go beyond South Asia. Qur concerns in
this regard should not be ignored. The communi qué adopted by the NAM
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M ni sterial Conference at Cartagena recently noted that the present situation
wher eby nucl ear-weapon States insist that nucl ear weapons provide uni que
security benefits and yet nonopolize the right to own them is highly

di scrimnatory, unstable and cannot be sustained. India remains comitted to
NAM positions for the conplete elimnation of nuclear weapons within a
specified framework of tinme. |India calls on all nuclear-weapon States and

i ndeed the international community to join with it in opening early
negoti ati ons for a nucl ear weapons convention so that these weapons can be
dealt with in a global, non-discrinm natory framework, as the other two weapons
of mass destruction have been through the Biol ogi cal Wapons Convention and

t he Chem cal Weapons Convention

M. SANCHEZ ARNAU (Argentina) (translated from Spanish): M. President,
this is the first tine ny del egati on has taken the floor under your
presidency. On this occasion | should |like to assure you of the support of ny
country in your task. | should also like to extend our congratul ations to the
Ambassadors of Syria, Switzerland and Sweden, who have | aboured efficiently to
advance our work during this frustrating year for the Conference on
Di sar manent .

We should like to informthe Conference that on 28 May our Government
i ssued the follow ng press conmuni qué:

“The Government of the Argentine Republic, further to its press
comuni qué of 12 May on the Indian nuclear tests, deplores the carrying
out of nucl ear expl osions by Paki stan.

“These events increase the risk of a nuclear arns race which could
have adverse consequences for peace and security in the region, and for
efforts to pronote the non-proliferation of weapons of nmass destruction

“Argentina calls on the friendly nations involved to put an end to
these actions and pronptly ratify the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) and the Conprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT).

“Argentina also reiterates its firmconmtnment to the
non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and ot her weapons of nass
destruction, and its conviction that refraining from devel opi ng and/ or
possessi ng such weapons, as well as conplete transparency in this area,
of fer the best guarantee for stable peace and regional and gl oba
security and for friendship anong nations, as the excellent situation in
the South American region denonstrates.”

My del egation would like this communi qué to be distributed as an
of ficial docunent of the Conference. Like the Anrbassador of Chile, we
woul d also like to draw the Conference's attention to the comuni qué that the
Rio Group issued on 29 May last reiterating its condemation of the carrying
out of nucl ear-weapon tests, and to resolution C/ E/ RES.39 which was adopted on
the sane date by the Council of the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons in Latin America and the Cari bbean (OPANAL) regardi ng the nucl ear
tests carried out by Pakistan. 1In view of the inmportance of those two
docunents, we should also |ike themto be distributed as official docunents of
t he Conference.
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M. SALAS (Venezuela) (translated from Spanish): First of al
M. President, allow ne to express our great pleasure at seeing you presiding
over our work, which we are sure will lead to positive results under your
| eader shi p.

I n expressing our support for the statenment made today by the Ambassador
of New Zeal and, we once again share the general concern and the reaction of
the international conmunity over the carrying out of nuclear tests that
disturb international security and jeopardize the very existence of mankind.
The Governnment of Venezuel a has issued a conmuni qué in which

“It deplores the nuclear tests carried out this tinme by Pakistan
on 28 May. It reiterates its condemation of actions of this type and
regrets their negative effects on international efforts to arrive at a
ban on nucl ear weapons. The Governnment of Venezuela urges the friendly
Government of the Republic of Pakistan to take the necessary steps to
sign the Nucl ear Test-Ban Treaty.”

These tests, which are unjustified in every case, as we have said
before, far from strengthening regional security, give rise to a dangerous
| ack of security, not only in relation to the region but to the whole world.
These tests not only run counter to the desired process of nucl ear disarnmanent
and non-proliferation, but affect the evolution and the very noul di ng of
i nternational |aw, which increasingly grants prinmacy to community interests
over individual ones, regardl ess of whether we are speaking of treaty norms or
customary norns designed to preserve international public order and the vita
interests of the international community as a whole.

We urge the Government of Pakistan and all those countries that have not
acceded to the NPT and the Nucl ear Test-Ban Treaty to do so as soon as
possi bl e wi thout conditions.

The situation that has led to this neeting once again shows the urgent
need to carry out and concl ude negotiati ons on nucl ear disarmament, within the
Conference. In this regard we firmy support any proposal that will allow us
to move forward in our consideration of this issue.

M. GALLEGOS CHI RI BOGA (Ecuador) (translated from Spanish):
M. President, | nust congratul ate you on your presidency and prom se the
support of my del egation for success in your work. | also congratulate the
Per manent Representative of Syria who occupied the Chair of the Conference
before you

Ecuador has wi tnessed with concern the nucl ear tests carried out by
I ndi a and Paki stan, and on this subject | would like to draw the attention of
the Conference on Disarmanent to the statenments made by the Foreign Mnistry
of Ecuador. Wth regard to India:

“I'n view of the Indian Governnent's announcenent of the
three nuclear tests carried out by that country on 11 My, the
Gover nment of Ecuador expresses its nost forceful rejection and
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depl ores these acts which are contrary to the objective of nuclear
non-proliferation and raise tension in the region. The Governnment of
Ecuador reiterates that these tests are a challenge to the principles
and purposes of non-proliferation proclainmed by the internationa
comunity, including India itself, since 1994. Ecuador unconditionally
supports the international regine established in the NPT and considers
it necessary to continue to work for the conclusion of a gl obal

non-di scrimnatory, effective and nultilaterally verifiable instrunment
that woul d prohibit any form of nucl ear-weapon test explosion on any
scal e. Ecuador maintains a firmand consistent policy of rejection

of nuclear tests which not only run counter to the hopes of the

i nternational comunity, which wants these weapons to be banned once
and for all, but generates risks for the environment, health and gl oba
security. It urges India to renounce such nuclear tests once and

for all and to put into practice the initiative of some of the

nucl ear - weapon States in adopting a unilateral noratorium which
constitutes a token of goodwi |l vis-a-vis the negotiations taking

pl ace in the Conference on Di sarmanent.”

Wth regard to Pakistan

“Ecuador expresses its nost forceful rejection and deplores the
nucl ear tests carried out yesterday by Pakistan, which are contrary to
the processes of nuclear non-proliferation and to efforts to extend the
wor | d' s denucl eari zed zones. The Covernnent of Ecuador reiterates that
these tests increase tensions in the region still further and contravene
the non-proliferation principles and objectives proclained by the
i nternational conmmunity, including Pakistan. On this occasi on Ecuador
reiterates its unconditional support for the Treaty on the
Non- Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons, and its conmtnent to continue
to work for the conpletion of an international, conprehensive,
non-di scrimnatory and verifiable instrunment that would prohibit any
type of nucl ear-weapon test explosion. Ecuador calls on the Government
of Pakistan not to continue with these nuclear tests, not only because
they run counter to the hopes of the international conmunity, but
because of the enornous risk they present for the environment, health
and security worldwide. In view of this new failure to pursue the
processes of denuclearization, Ecuador urges the international comrunity
to inpose an inmedi ate noratorium as the sole guarantee that the
negoti ati ons under way in the Conference on Disarmanment will be
respected.”

Ecuador associated itself with the statenents nade by the Ri o G oup
and the OPANAL Council and hopes that this Conference will take a stand by
consensus on the proposal submtted by the Anbassador of New Zeal and, which
has 50 co-sponsors.

M. AL-HUSSAM (Syrian Arab Republic) (translated fromArabic): Sir, |
would like to extend ny warnest congratul ations to you on your assunption of
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the presidency of this Conference. | w sh you every success and assure you of
nmy eagerness to cooperate with you in the discharge of your task, particularly
in your Presidential consultations on item1 of our agenda.

The statenents which we heard previously regarding the |Indian nucl ear
tests and today concerning the Pakistani tests have to varyi ng degrees
expressed regret, concern and, in sone cases, feelings of shock. These are
justified reactions since nuclear weapons are the nost dangerous form of
weapons of mass destruction and, for about three decades, the internationa
comunity has been striving to eradicate such weapons, unfortunately to no
avail. | recall that, in the first statement | made at this session of the
Conference, | said that there was a serious inbal ance in the nuclear
non-proliferation reginme which, far frompreventing proliferation, had
actually encouraged it. Unfortunately, this is a fact with which we have been
faced for nore than a quarter of a century. Hence, | wonder whether the
majority of member States, and particularly the nucl ear-weapon States, were
really surprised by what happened in the Indian subcontinent and whether those
States would be surprised if, for exanple, Israel carried out simlar nuclear
tests or used a nuclear warhead to attack an Arab State or States.

What happened was not a surprise because we were all aware of the
serious and | ong-standing inbalance in the nuclear non-proliferation reginme
since the NPT was adopted and entered into force. Since that time we have
al ways been faced with two facts: firstly, any future nucl ear-weapon
proliferation would be the responsibility of the nucl ear-weapon States because
they are the sole States which possess such weapons; secondly, after the
adoption of the NPT the nucl ear-weapon States had no further justification for
pursui ng their nuclear arnmanent programres since the NPT was adopted with
t heir approval and consent, including article VI, which has not yet been
applied by those States even though they were supposed to fulfil their
conmitnents under the terns of that article as soon as possible.

We are now faced with another category of nucl ear-weapon State. How was
I srael able to acquire nuclear weapons? Wo provided it with nuclear weapons?
Today, |Israel poses a threat to the entire Arab region with this destructive
weapon and is still refusing to accede to the NPT or to place its nuclear
facilities under | AEA control

Al'l this happened after the entry into force of the NPT despite the
war ni ngs voi ced by several States, particularly the Arab States, concerning
t he dangers inherent in the continuation of this inbalance. The |ast such
war ni ng was voi ced at the 1995 Conference held in New York. The statenent
made by New Zeal and and ot her nenber States deals with the present situation
in the Indian subcontinent but |eaves aside the other dangerously expl osive
situation we still face in the world, nanmely the fact that Israel is the only
St at e possessing nucl ear weapons in the Mddle Eastern region. This is why
the recent events in the Indian subcontinent should act as a stinulus for the
nucl ear - weapon States, waking themup to the need to seriously consider the
responsibilities they bear in regard to international peace and security and
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pronpting themto nmake a positive endeavour within the CD to establish the
mechani sns needed to work on the substance of item 1 on our agenda, which is
an itemof the highest priority.

Finally, Sir, please allow nme to read a statement nade by
M. Farouk al-Shara', Mnister for Foreign Affairs of the Syrian Arab
Republic, at the Mnisterial Conference of the Non-Aligned Mvenent held at
Cartagena on 21 May 1998.

“lsrael acquired nucl ear weapons through various legitinate and
illegitimte neans. 1srael has endeavoured and is still endeavouring to
prevent the Arabs and Mislins from possessing such weapons and any ot her
type of weapon. Israel is still rejecting the denmand of the States in
the region that the Mddle East be turned into a zone free of nuclear
weapons and ot her weapons of nass destruction. Wen the NPT Review
Conference was held in 1995 at the United Nations, the Non-Aligned
Movenent enphasi zed a nunber of issues including a conmtment to the
universality of the NPT and refusal to exenpt any State from accession
to the NPT if we really wanted to put an end to nucl ear-weapon
proliferation worldw de. Today, it is a strange paradox to see those
who, at that tinme, suppressed that positive attitude on the part of the
Non- Al i gned Movenent now expressing their grave concern at the recent
nucl ear tests carried out in India and appealing to Pakistan not to

followits exanple. India and Pakistan are nei ghbouring countries and
i nportant memnbers of the Non-Aligned Movenment with which Syria has
historic ties of friendship. |In keeping with our conmon desire to

preserve their security, we reaffirmour position expressed at the
1995 Conference that, as a matter of principle, no country, and
particularly Israel which possesses a | arge stockpile, should be
exenpted from accession to the NPT.”

The aimis to put an end to the nuclear arnms race in the Mddle East and
the Indian subcontinent and to rid themof all weapons of mass destruction

M. KERVERS (Netherlands): Allow ne to nake a statenment which ny
Anmbassador, who is delayed in returning fromthe Netherlands to Geneva,
i ntended to deliver hinself before this special plenary.

M. President, as this is the first time ny del egation takes the floor
under your presidency, let nme congratul ate you on the assunption of the Chair
and assure you of the full cooperation of the Netherlands in the
i npl ementati on of your responsibilities.

My del egati on associated itself with the statenent on behalf of a number
of del egations made by the distinguished representative of New Zeal and this
nmorning. In addition, the Netherlands would Iike to make the follow ng
statenment.

It was with deep concern and dismay that nmy Governnent | earned about the
nucl ear-test explosions carried out by Pakistan on 28 and 30 May. These
actions, so quickly after the nuclear weapon test explosions carried out by
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India, risk having a profound effect not only on peace and stability in the
region, but also on global efforts aimed at progressive nuclear arnms contro
and di sarmanent. The Netherlands has carefully considered howto react to
this devel opnent. As a first step, my Governnent has decided to freeze al

di rect Governnent-to-Government nacroecononmic aid to Pakistan. |In addition
arnms export licences will no longer be issued. Possible further steps will be
di scussed in the framework of the European Union

It is extrenely regrettable that the positive devel opments in nucl ear
arnms control and non-proliferation have suffered a serious setback by the
nucl ear tests of both Pakistan and India. By testing, Pakistan has rejected
the viable option of working together with the international comunity towards
creating an environment conducive to nuclear disarmament, in the Conference on
Di sar manent and el sewhere. M Governnment calls on Pakistan, and India, to
follow the exanpl e set by other countries in recent years and to step away
fromthe nucl ear brink.

The nucl ear tests by Pakistan are not only a rejection of the CIBT as
such, but also of the process supported by the international comunity of
agreeing to pragmatic steps on the road to a world free of nuclear weapons.
The Non-Proliferation Treaty remains the only basis to ensure this
| ong-desired objective. Oher steps, such as the Conprehensive Test-Ban
Treaty and negotiation of a fissile material cut-off treaty, are equally
i ndi spensable in this framework. The international comunity shoul d take
action to safeguard these vital instruments for global security and stability
and make sure that Pakistan and other States still outside the
Non-Proliferation Treaty do not increase the nunber of nuclear haves - legally
or factually. At the sane tinme, nucl ear-weapon States and non-nucl ear - weapon
States should set an exanple by reaffirmng their commitnment to nucl ear
di sarmanent. The Netherl ands renmins prepared to contribute actively to this
process.

Nucl ear testing by Pakistan endangers world stability, but especially
security in the South Asian region. M Governnment urges Paki stan to renounce
unequi vocal ly further nuclear testing to help avoiding a dangerous arns race,
nucl ear or conventional. It calls upon both Pakistan and India to show
restraint followi ng their recent nuclear testing. Pakistan and |India should
follow the world conmunity in the reaffirmation of its efforts to enhance
i nternati onal peace and security by contributing in good faith to accepted
steps towards the conplete elimnation of nuclear weapons. The Netherl ands,
therefore, also, and again, calls on India and Pakistan to sign and ratify the
Nucl ear Non-Proliferation Treaty as well as the Conprehensive Test-Ban Treaty
and to engage in negotiations on a fissile material cut-off treaty. It
remai ns my sincere hope that during this session the Conference can agree to
substantial contributions towards the commobn goal of the elimnation of
nucl ear weapons.

M. NAVIKAS (Lithuania): M. President, ny delegation extends its
congratul ations to you on your assunption of the presidency of the Conference
on Disarmanent. | would |like to assure you of the full support of ny
country's observer del egation and wi sh you success in carrying out your
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duties. | extend also sincere thanks to your predecessors, Anbassadors
Nor berg of Sweden, Hofer of Switzerland and Al -Hussanm of the Syrian Arab
Republic, for their contribution to the work of the Conference.

I will be very brief. Lithuania is deeply concerned with the
devel opnent of the situation in the South Asia subcontinent. M country has
associated itself with the statenent nmade at the opening of today's neeting by
t he distinguished representative of New Zeal and.

In addition, | would like to bring to your attention the statenent
i ssued by the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania on 29 May which states
t hat :

“Lithuani a expresses its great regret and is concerned about the
seri es of underground nuclear tests carried out by Pakistan on 28 My
and those conducted by India on 11 and 13 May.

“The Lithuanian Mnistry of Foreign Affairs calls on Pakistan and
India to refrain fromstatenents and actions which could conplicate the
tense situation, and at the sane tine to seek the re-establishnent of
bil ateral dialogue and stability in the region. The Mnistry of Foreign
Affairs urges both States to i medi ately announce a noratorium on
nucl ear weapons devel opnent programres and to sign the Nucl ear
Non-Proliferation Treaty of 1968, as well as the Conprehensive Nucl ear
Test-Ban Treaty of 1996.”

I would be grateful if this statenent is circulated as an officia
docunent of the Conference on Di sar manent.

M. KIERULF (Denmark): M. President, allow ne first of all to
congratul ate you on behal f of ny del egati on on your assunption of the
presi dency of the Conference on Di sar manent.

May | start this statenment by pointing out that ny country, Denmark, was
included in the statenent nmade this norning by the distingui shed Arbassador of
New Zeal and on behal f of a nunber of menber States and observers of the
Conference? 1In addition to that statenment, my del egation would like to read
out a press statenent which the Mnister for Foreign Affairs of Denmark issued
on 28 May:

“The series of underground nuclear tests carried out by Pakistan
today constitute a devel opnent that causes utnost concern. They bring
about a grave deterioration of the situation in South Asia.

“l must strongly urge Pakistan, as well as India, to refrain from
begi nning a nuclear arns race in the region. Both Governnments should
show ut nost restraint.

“By conducting the nuclear tests, Pakistan has ignored the advice
of the international conmunity, including Denmark, to show restraint.
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“Through its action Pakistan, along with India, carries a heavy
responsibility for endangering the di sarmanent agreenents in the nuclear
field.

“Wth the tests of nuclear weapons in India and in Pakistan, the
positive gl obal developnent in the field of nuclear disarmanent in the
past four to five years has been chal | enged.

“l therefore nost strongly call on both countries to become
parties to the NPT and the CTBT as soon as possible w thout conditions.

“We will discuss this |atest developnment with our partners in the
field of disarmanent in the United Nations, in NATO as well as in the
Eur opean Union and in other forums, including the Nordic countries.

“Today | summoned t he Anbassador of Paki stan

“I will informthe Foreign Affairs Comm ttee of the Danish
Parliament of the situation.”

M. AKRAM (Pakistan): This is probably the first special session which
t he Conference on Di sarmanent has ever held, and ny delegation is very gl ad
that this special session has been devoted to the crisis in South Asia. For
many years, Pakistan has been trying to draw the attention of the
i nternational community and of this body to the dangers of conflict, including
the nucl ear threat emanating fromlndia. Therefore, we not only did not
object to this specific discussion, as India objected to a special session
after its own tests, but we welconed this special session. W are glad that a
full and thorough debate has taken place on all aspects of the situation

Paki stan did not instigate or initiate the present security crisis in
South Asia. We were obliged by security considerati ons and nationa
considerations to respond to India's provocative nuclear tests. W are glad
this action-reaction sequence has been wi dely acknow edged in the statenents
we have heard here today.

India conducted its tests on 11 and 13 May 1998. As we found, these
tests were soon followed by provocative statenents and threats agai nst
Paki stan. These threats culmnated in reports of a planned pre-enptive strike
agai nst Pakistan's sensitive facilities in the night of 28 May 1998. Qhers
may di scount these reports, but Pakistan, which has been subjected to Indian
aggression on three occasions, could not afford to ignore the credible reports
of such strikes that we received on that night, and that night brought to the
attention of the world the nature, the depth and the dangers of the crisis in
Sout h Asi a.

The nucl ear proliferation crisis in South Asia has thus been
transfornmed into a major security crisis, and it is this security crisis
whi ch the international comunity nust deal with. The CGovernnment of
Paki st an under stands and appreci ates the sense of concern in many parts of
the international conmunity at the resunption of nuclear testing and the
escal ation of tensions in South Asia. W fully appreciate the endeavours
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of the world | eaders - President Clinton of the United States,

Presi dent Jiang Zem n of the People's Republic of China, Prime Mnister Blair
of the United Kingdom Prinme Mnister Hashinoto of Japan and several others -
who sought personally to convince our Prine Mnister and the Government that
Paki stan shoul d exercise restraint. W appreciate their efforts. W want to
tell themthat we gave full consideration to their views. W carefully

wei ghed the factors in favour of and against the conduct of our tests. As the
di stingui shed representative of the United States has noted, we dealt with al
our friends honestly. There was no deception. And | w sh to address ny
col | eague from Australia in this regard and to say to himthat we reject such
assertions as he has made about deception

In this context, let nme recall another deception. During the CIBT
negoti ati ons, while exhorting France to cease its nuclear testing programe,
the former Prine Mnister of Australia stated that the process of banning
nucl ear testing was about stopping countries like Iragq and Pakistan, and
therefore France should stop worryi ng about countries such as Germany. This
is not only deception but has a tinge of racism

VWil e we appreciate the sentinents that have been expressed, we would
urge all our friends to refrain fromthe use of intenperate |anguage. | want
to tell our friends from Canada that when they supplied an unsafeguarded
research reactor to India fromwhich fuel was diverted for India s first test
expl osi on, Pakistan did not describe that action as an irresponsible act,
al t hough we could have. So, | believe that we nust address this issue with
the gravity and seriousness that it deserves, and Pakistan has taken actions
will full responsibility and with full know edge of the costs that were
i nvol ved.

Qur decision to test becane virtually inevitable because of three
factors: firstly, the steady escalation in the provocations and threats
emanating fromlindia. W were told that India is a nuclear-weapon State. W
have just heard that repeated here today. We were told India would use
nucl ear weapons. We were told that the strategic bal ance has been altered by
India' s tests, and now I ndia could teach Pakistan a | esson. W had to take
that into account. Secondly, there was the weak and partial response of the
world conmunity to India's tests and threats. bviously, no one was - and no
one is - willing to underwite Pakistan's security. W have to do it
ourselves. Therefore, the criticismof Pakistan's testing which has been
voi ced by sonme of our friends, who enjoy the NATO security unbrella, this we
beli eve was not even-handed. The third factor relevant to our decision was
the realization that, given the nature of the Indian reginme, we could not
| eave themin any doubt about the credibility of our capability to deter and
respond devastatingly to any aggressi on agai nst our country or pre-enptive
strikes against other facilities.

Paki stan thus took the very difficult, painful decision to respond to
India's tests. But the difference between India' s and Pakistan's actions is
crucial, and we hope that our friends will bear that in mnd. |India s tests
were a provocation. Pakistan's were a reaction. India s tests had
destabilized the security balance in South Asia. Pakistan's tests have
restabilized the balance of nmutual deterrence in South Asia. Pakistan
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therefore regrets the failure of sone of our friends to appreciate this
distinction between India's action and our reaction. W believe that the
sanctions and other actions that sone have taken agai nst Paki stan are unfair
and unjust and in the final analysis will prove to be counter-productive.

Paki stan has wel coned the offer of mediation by the Secretary-CGeneral of
the United Nations. Unfortunately, India has rejected the Secretary-General's
medi ation. We also welcone the initiative taken by the United States to cal
for a neeting of the Foreign Mnisters of the permanent nenbers of the
Security Council in Geneva fromthe day after tomorrow. W look forward to a
fair and just conclusion fromthis neeting which reflects the realities of the
situation.

Every crisis presents a challenge, but it often also presents an
opportunity. This crisis today offers the opportunity for the internationa
comunity to build a stable structure of peace and security in South Asia
t hrough di al ogue and consensus. Thus, it is essential that we do not nmintain
a narrow focus only on the issue of non-proliferation. Peace and security in
South Asia nust be dealt with in a conprehensive manner.

The international conmunity now needs to |ook to the future. W believe
that there are at |east four aspects which need to be addressed: first,
nmeasures to avoid a conflict and ease current tensions; second, steps to
pronote nucl ear stabilization in South Asia and insure agai nst further nuclear
proliferation; third, the dangers posed by the inbalance in conventional arns
and forces between India and Pakistan; and fourth, the need for a resolution
of the underlying core dispute over Jamu and Kashmir, a dispute which is at
the root of the confrontation between India and Paki stan

As regards the avoi dance of conflict, it should be clear that the Indian
proposal for a no-first-use agreenment is somewhat disingenuous. Perhaps it is
designed to nake it safe for India to continue to use its conventional weapons
superiority to threaten and coerce Paki stan and ot her small er nei ghbours.
Paki st an has proposed a nore conprehensi ve non-aggressi on agreenent banni ng
all use or threat of force, as required by the United Nations Charter

As regards the nuclear issue, in the short-term at |east what is
required nost is an international consensus on how to stabilize the
situation - in other words, how to prevent an open nuclear arnms race in
South Asia. Pakistan is willing to participate in and contribute to
i nternational endeavours to achieve such stabilization, to establish what
m ght be called a nuclear restraint regine in South Asia. Pakistan is not
interested in an arnms race with India, nor is Pakistan seeking nucl ear-weapon
status. Qur tests were defence-oriented and nmeant to restore strategic
bal ance in the region. W wll adjust ourselves in the best interest to
Paki st an, as devel opnents in various related areas take place. We wll
continue to showrestraint in the field of weaponi zation as a mature and
responsi bl e nation. Qur response will be carefully calibrated to the
provocati on.

In this context, we in Pakistan cannot ignore that India has decl ared
itself a nucl ear-weapon State, declared that it will be placing nucl ear
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war heads on its mssiles. It is already deploying nucl ear-capable mssiles
and has threatened to use its nuclear weapons in case of either a conventiona
or non-conventional conflict. This has been confirned by the |Indian statenent
made here a few m nutes ago. The question arises: does the world accept
India as a nucl ear-weapon State? And if it does not, how does the world
change the reality of India s nucl ear-weapons capabilities? |s the demand for
India - and al so Pakistan - to sign the NPT now realistic after their tests,
knowi ng full well that India has refused to sign the NPT for the past

30 years?

These are rel evant questions, but they are extrenely relevant for
Paki stan. In evaluating our position on the CIBT, it will be inportant for us
to know whether India will continue to conduct further nuclear tests, whether
it will be acconmodated in the CITBT as a nucl ear-weapon State, a
non- nucl ear - weapon State or as sonmething else. Sinilarly, as regards the
FMCT, for Pakistan, this issue is now dependent on India s nuclear status, its
degree of weaponization and the size and quality of its fissile materia
stockpiles. Pakistan cannot afford to allow India to once again destabilize
t he bal ance of deterrence in future through asynmetry in the level of fissile
materi al stockpiles. Likew se, we cannot afford a situation of inferiority in
m ssile capabilities.

Neverthel ess, Pakistan is prepared to consider nmeans for nutual
restraint which can help to stabilize the nuclear situation in South Asia.
This could be done through existing agreenents or through specific measures
especially designed for a nuclear restraint regime in South Asia. This regine
could al so include nmeasures to insulate the proliferation effect of the recent
devel opnents in South Asia on the rest of the world.

Nucl ear restraint and balance in South Asia will be made possible if
this is acconpani ed by credible effective neasures for greater bal ance and
symretry in conventional arnms capabilities in the region. 1In this context, we
shoul d not ignore the huge arnms purchases which India has contracted or is
considering fromvarious sources. The Indian defence budget announced today
has escal ated spending further. Nor can the world ignore that Pakistan's
conventional capabilities have been steadily eroded over the years by
di scrim natory enbargoes and restraints.

Finally, it must be acknow edged that the danger of conflict between
Paki stan and I ndia, whether conventional or non-conventional, arises fromthe
under | ying di spute over Janmu and Kashmir. It will not be sufficient to ease
tensi ons and sweep this burning problemonce again under the carpet. India
seeks to portray Kashmir as a problemof terrorism This carries no
credibility. The fact of the matter is that there are 600,000 Indian troops
occupying Kashmr, a territory the size of Belgium There is one Indian
solider for every three Kashmri nen. This is not a problemof terrorism
This is a canpaign to suppress the freedom of novenment of a people which has
remai ned under India s colonial dom nation for the past 50 years. India nust
agree to credible steps for a solution of this problem

I ndi a and Paki stan have been unable to resolve this problembilaterally
for 50 years. It is therefore time that the international community took
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collective action to try to inplenent the United Nations Security Counci
resol utions on Kashmr. At the very least, it should evolve a politica

framework within which a solution for Kashmr can be found. It should give
active support and inpetus to future bilateral negotiations between Paki stan
and I ndia on Kashmr. It should not allow India to circunvent genuine

negoti ati ons on the Kashmr issue once again.

The Prime M nister of Pakistan has reaffirmed our Governnment's
determ nation to resume Pakistan-India dialogue to address all outstanding
i ssues, including the core issue of Jammu and Kashmir, as well as peace and
security. Last year, India and Paki stan had reached agreenent on the
nmodal ities for such negotiations. W hope that India will live up to that
agreenent and inplenment that agreenent so that we can resume our tal ks as soon
as possible. We want to defuse regional tension, which can only be achieved
by resol ving the Janmu and Kashmr dispute. It is therefore incunbent on al
t hose who genuinely want peace to lend their weight to an early settl enent of
this basic problem

The Conference on Disarmanent must play its role in pronoting peace and
security in South Asia. The CDis in a position to address the problemin
South Asia in tw ways. Firstly, the CD could reach inportant agreenents for
genui ne novenent towards nucl ear disarmanent. As has been said here, this is
a wake-up call for nuclear disarmanment. This crisis, if utilized in this way,
could contribute to progress in this field. Nuclear disarmanment would be a
contribution to restraint in South Asia as well. Secondly, the CD could
contribute nore directly to discussions of the situation in South Asia and try
to pronote a concept for regional peace and stability, which can be guaranteed
or which can be evolved within the framework of a global security environnent.

Paki stan is prepared to cooperate with the international comrunity to
arrest the crisis in South Asia and to build a stable structure of peace and
security in the region. But let us remenber, cooperation and coercion are not
mut ual Iy conpati bl e.

The PRESIDENT: | thank the Anmbassador of Pakistan for his statenent.
This concludes ny |ist of speakers for today. Does any other del egati on w sh
to take the floor? Yes, the Anbassador of Australia.

M. CAMPBELL (Australia): Just to rem nd delegations that we had
schedul ed i nformal open-ended consultations on |andm nes today. Obviously,
that did not take place. W are hoping to reschedul e them on Thursday
nor ni ng, depending on the availability of roonms, and | hope we shall be in a
position at the commencenent of the plenary on Thursday to advi se del egations
at what tinme and in which roomthose open-ended consultations on | andm nes
will take place.

The PRESI DENT: Thank you, Anbassador for the announcement. This
concl udes our business here today. The next plenary nmeeting of the Conference
will be held on Thursday 4 June at 10 a.m

The neeting rose at 4.45 p. m




