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The public part of the neeting was called to order at 3.30 p. m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 19 OF THE
CONVENTI ON (agenda item 4) (continued)

Initial report of Cuba (CAT/C/ 32/ Add.2) (continued)

1. At the invitation of the Chairman, M. Senti Darias, M. Amat Fores,
M. Peraza Chapeau, M. Candia Ferreyra, M. Cala Segui, M. Mesa Santana,
M. Del gado Gonzalez and M ss Hernandez Quesada (Cuba) took places at the
Committee table.

2. The CHAIRMAN invited the Cuban del egation to reply to the questions put
by the nmenbers of the Committee at the 309th neeting.

3. M. SENTI DARIAS (Cuba) said that his del egation had listened carefully
to the Commttee's remarks and questions and understood that a certain nunber
of queries mght arise. Nevertheless, the answers to some questions could be
found in the report, while other questions were perhaps attributable to an
under standabl e unfanmiliarity with Cuba's |egal system His del egation would
endeavour to supplement the information already provided.

4, There was no contradiction between Cuban | egislation and the provisions
of the Convention; his delegation's presence before the Cormittee was proof of
that. However, his delegation could not but express its concern at the

al  egati ons made by Amesty International, which had been echoed by severa
menbers of the Conmittee. 1In the report in question, that organization drew
its informati on from Cubans who systematically politicized what they had to
say, thus giving a frequently distorted depiction of reality, and it was on
that information that the Conmttee based its work. Furthernore, Cuba did not
recogni ze the appointnent of a special rapporteur to exam ne the human rights
situation in the country, since the Governnent believed that his appointnent
was the result of the efforts of the United States. In addition, it was
gratifying that many menbers of the Conmittee had acknow edged the situation
caused by the bl ockade i nposed by the United States, which was condemed by
virtually all the Menbers of the United Nations. |If the Committee wished to
hel p to inplenent norns which Cuba had undertaken to observe under the
Convention, it should specifically condemm the bl ockade and its consequences
for the population in its concluding observations.

5. M. PERAZA CHAPEAU (Cuba) said that before replying to specific
guestions put by the Commttee, he would like to describe the power structure
in Cuba in order to dispel the Committee nmenmbers' doubts. By virtue of the
Constitution of 24 February 1976, as anended by the Reform Act of

12 July 1992, the National People's Assenbly was Cuba's sole constituent and
supreme | egislative body. Fromanong its nmenbers, the Assenmbly el ected the
State Council, which represented it between sessions, except in respect of
constituent authority, which was never delegated. The State's executive and
adm ni strative organ was the Council of Mnisters. The authority of the
various organs was clearly circunscribed, thus guaranteeing the separation of
powers. Chapter 13 of the Constitution concerned the courts. Under

article 120 of the Constitution, the administration of justice was

exercised by the courts, on behalf of the people. The courts were
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i ndependent, and judges were subject solely to the |aw, except where its
interpretation was concerned, which was the responsibility of the Nationa
Assenbl y.

6. Wth regard to the declaration nmade by Cuba in ratifying the Convention
the first paragraph of the declaration concerned General Assenbly

resolution 1514 (XV) prohibiting colonialism and Cuba continued to assert and
to regret that, despite that resolution, colonial territories still existed.
The second part of the declaration concerned the interpretation of article 20
of the Convention and the Conmittee' s conpetence. Regarding extradition and
the right of asylum article 13 of the Constitution fixed the ternms on which
asylum was granted to persons being persecuted for their ideals or who were
fighting for their denocratic rights or against inperialism fascism

col oni al i sm and neocol oni al i sm or other scourges. Those provisions clearly

i ndicated who was entitled to the right of asylumin Cuba. Moreover, Cuba was
a party to the 1928 Havana Convention on Asylum and the 1933 Montevi deo
Convention on Political Asylum Under both those Conventions, the State
granting asylumwas entitled unilaterally to classify the offence for which
the applicant was being sought and which justified the granting of asylum As
to which procedure would apply to a Cuban who had commtted a serious offence
on the territory of another State and returned to Cuba, he said that he would
be tried by the Cuban courts under article 5.2 of the Cuban Penal Code, in
conpliance with international treaties. That rule, under which nationals
coul d not be extradited was applied in nunmerous States.

7. Regardi ng the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and

its 1967 Protocol, the Cuban Treaty Coordination Comrittee, a dependency of
the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs, was studying the desirability of reconmending
that the Government ratified them The concept of refugee under the 1928 and
1933 conventions on asylumwas quite simlar to that of the United Nations
Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, albeit not identical. \Whatever
the case, the principle of non-refoul enent was established. In addition, Cuba
had signed a nunber of bilateral extradition treaties with the United States,
Col onmbia, Italy and the Dom ni can Republic. Cuba was not a party to the
Convention on the Reduction of Statel essness, although under the Cuban
Constitution there was no risk of a person being stateless; jus soli applied,
except in respect of foreign diplomats or international civil servants on

m ssion. Jus sanguinis also applied.

8. Regarding the definition of torture set forth in article 1 of the
Convention agai nst Torture, he pointed out that even before Cuba had ratified
the Convention, article 62 of the Penal Code had al ready penalized acts that
were a threat to society and that could be considered as acts of torture or

i nhuman or degrading treatnent. That was why Cuba had decided to ratify the
Conventi on agai nst Torture.

9. Under the Cuban | egal system any international treaty that was ratified
by Cuba became an integral part of the Cuban |egal system the primacy of

i nternational |aw over donestic |law was set forth in both the Constitution and
the Civil Code.

10. M. CARLA SEGU (Cuba) said that the authorities responsible for the
application of the Convention included the People's Courts. Act No. 70
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of 12 July 1990 (People's Courts Act), referred to in the initial report, had
been amended by Organi zation Act No. 82 of 14 July 1997, which had introduced
anmendnents designed to strengthen the independence of the Cuban judicia
system The system was based on the doctrine of the indivisibility of State
authority. The sphere of conpetence and limts of certain functions were
fixed by the Constitution. The courts did not operate in their own right, but
by virtue of the authority vested in themto exercise a function of the State
- the judicial function. That function was exercised, on the basis of the
principles of specialized and exclusive jurisdiction, by the duly nandated
organs, in other words the People's Suprenme Court and the other courts,

wi thout any interference froman external authority. |In conformty with
article 121 of the Constitution, the courts enjoyed conpl ete operationa

i ndependence, as no executive body could influence judicial decisions. The
State Council had intervened solely to provide general interpretations of the
application of the law, and it had done so on only three occasions (in respect
of the conditions of pre-trial detention, the definition of the offence of
theft of electricity and standards of industrial protection and hygiene). Al
the courts had subsequently been infornmed of its general interpretation of the
| aw t hrough admi ni strative channel s.

11. The judges thensel ves were independent, as was stated in article 122 of
the Constitution, which stipulated that they were to obey only the |law. That
principle was firmy upheld by the Crimnal Procedure Act. |In practice, the

fundanmental principles contained in General Assenbly resolution 40/32 were
observed. The judges' duty to obey, set forth in crimnal |egislation
concerned only their internal hierarchical relations and on no account neant
that a judge could be prevented from chargi ng an of fender with fundanenta
violations of the law. No breach of the Iaw could be permtted.

12. In Cuba, the civil and mlitary courts were nerged within the judicia
structure. Crimnal procedural |egislation determ ned the jurisdiction of the
Peopl e's Provincial and Minicipal Courts as well as of the mlitary courts.
The latter conprised not only judges who were professional soldiers but also
soldiers fromthe ranks or civilian enployees of nmilitary institutions. Such
peopl e's judges were present in both the mlitary and civil courts. The

Peopl e's Supreme Court included a nenber of the mlitary, who was responsible
for supervising the military courts and for deciding certain appeals | odged
bef ore them

13. Cuba's system of habeas corpus was in line with contenporary procedura
law. It was part of a systemthat ensured equality between the parties and
free justice. All accused persons were entitled to know by whom they were
accused and to be defended by a | awyer, who could be appointed by the court.
The procedural system was nade up of exam nation proceedi ngs and a second
stage, the oral proceedings. During the second stage, the crimna
proceedi ngs did not follow an inquisitorial procedure, but one that

i ncorporated various Spanish, South and North Anmerican traditions. During the
second stage, which was primarily one of accusation, defendants were under no
obligation to make a statenent in respect of the charges against them they
were free to choose. They could nmake a statenent at variance with any they
may have nade at the exanination stage. The charges had to be supported by
evi dence. Everything put forward during the exami nation stage and during the
oral proceedings had to be verified. The rules of evidence were based on the
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principle of free evaluation of evidence. No evidence was given priority, nor
was there any predeterm ned evidence. The evidence was anal ysed on the basis
of the law and logic, reason and critical judgerment. It was nmandatory for
judges to substantiate their decisions. There were no courts with a single
judge. Justice was handed down collectively by judges who were assisted by
non- pr of essi onal judges. The conposition of the courts varied, but the nunber
of judges was al ways uneven, i.e. either three or five. There was a

wel | -establ i shed appeal s procedure which enabl ed accused or convicted persons
to appeal to the court of cassation or to | odge an appeal against the fina
sentence to a higher court. Habeas corpus procedure was highly specialized,
and consequently expeditious. Detainees could rapidly apply for habeas corpus
either by themselves or with the assistance of a |awer or their relatives,
and the renmedy applied to the decisions of the nunicipal and provincial courts
or of the exam ning magistrate; the |aw nmade it possible for a decision to be
taken extrenely rapidly by the ad hoc division of the provincial court or of
the Supreme Court. An appeal could be nade agai nst refusal to grant

habeas corpus. The appeal procedure was al so expeditious.

14. Ref erence had al so been made to the question of civil liability
resulting froma crimnal offence. For over 50 years there had been a court
responsi bl e for conpensating the victins of offences, w thout discrimnation
and on the basis of the nature of the offence. All victinse were entitled to
conpensation. The Conpensation Fund was financed by the security paid on

various counts. Crimnal and civil liability were exam ned jointly by the
courts, which were required to rule specifically in respect of both types of
liability. |If the accused person was absolved of any crimnal liability, the

injured party could file crimnal indemification proceedings and bring
private proceedings with the assistance of a |lawer. There was another
option, which was to apply to the civil courts for redress. Thus judicia
renedi es were never denied, either in crimnal or civil matters.

15. Regardi ng the di ssem nation of the text of the Convention in Cuba, the
issues it dealt with were addressed in university curricula, and particularly
in the law and nedical faculties. The texts of all the conventions to which
Cuba had acceded were thus publicized. Many elements of donestic |egislation
conplied precisely with that international obligation

16. The principles of nedical deontol ogy and ethics were taught in medica
schools not only to future doctors and forensic physicians, but also to
par anedi cal personnel. The obligation to report any cases giving grounds to

suspect that the patients had suffered violence was part of the Hippocratic
Cath. Cuba had hosted numerous international congresses on forensic medicine,
at whi ch Cuban specialists had swapped experience with experts from ot her
countries. The issues of torture and ill-treatnent were frequently addressed
at such congresses, not only by psychiatrists and doctors, but also by other
specialists including jurists, judges, |lawers and police officers. Not only
was the Convention publicized in universities, it was also on the curricul um
of the training programre for prison personnel and | aw enforcenment officials.

17. M. MESA SANTANA (Cuba) said that he would provide details of the Cuban
prison system although he wished first of all to remind the Conmittee that
the unjust, unlawful and i nhuman bl ockade i nposed by the United States wei ghed
heavily on the living conditions of Cuba's population, and that the prison
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popul ation was inevitably affected. In May 1997, the Mnistry of the
Interior, which was responsible for prison establishnents, had pronul gated
regul ations relating to the prison system which took into account the rel evant
international instrunments, and in particular the Standard M ni mum Rul es for
the Treatnent of Prisoners, and Cuba's Constitution and |egislation. Despite
the economic restrictions inposed on Cuba, the authorities were doing

everyt hing possible to inplenent those rules and other rel evant internationa

i nstruments. Most of the prisons were nodern, the ol dest dating back to 1959,
and they conplied with international standards in ternms of space, running
water, lighting and daylight. Primary health care and specialized

consul tations were provi ded, detainees were offered work opportunities and, in
spite of economic restrictions, shortcomngs in the matter of persona

hygi ene, bedding, clothing and other sanitary conditions were renmedi ed as wel
as possible. The new regul ations introduced new provi sions on behal f of
det ai nees, their famlies and relatives that were applicable at all |evels,
fromsenior officials to the adm nistration of each prison, depending of
course on the nature of the penal establishment and whether it was an open or
cl osed prison. There were several categories of detainees awaiting trial and
subj ect to security neasures, and convicted prisoners, and depending on their
| egal situation, sex, crimnal record, age, nationality and behaviour, they
were subject to different regines - severe, noderately severe, light,
probati on - depending on the nature and seriousness of the offence. Mreover,
the regul ations reflected the principle of a progressive system depending on
t heir behavi our, detainees could go fromone regine to another; in addition
rem ssions of sentence and conditional release were granted. The progressive
system al so enabl ed detainees to obtain certain benefits: |longer famly
visits, the right to use the narried prisoners' section, the right to receive
parcels fromtheir family and the right to possess noney to purchase certain
items in prison.

18. In respect of education, the npst inportant point was that a board of
educators was part of the team responsible for the smooth running of each
prison. A board of prisoners also nmet to deal with problens arising inside
the prison, and lastly, a board of relatives, which was al so involved in the
smoot h runni ng of prisons, dealt with any difficulties that arose and took
measures in respect, for exanple, of hygiene. |In practice, prisoners were
able to work but were not conpelled to do so; if they did, they were paid on
the sane basis as the rest of the popul ation, and had the same welfare
benefits. Prisoners could also acquire a general and technical education
provi ded under the aegis of the Mnistry of Education, which |aid dow the
programes and issued diplomas. Article 53 of the regul ati ons al so made
provision for artistic, cultural, |leisure and sports activities inside
prisons, as well as between them

19. Speci al treatnment was given to pregnant prisoners, who were placed in
speci al establishnments where appropriate nedical assistance was avail able, and
in terms of enploynent they had the sane benefits as other Cuban wonen. They
gave birth in civilian hospitals.

20. Penitentiary regulations |laid down the obligations, prohibitions and
rights applicable to prisoners. Wen they were adnitted to prison, prisoners
were infornmed of their duties and rights - the right to food, to clothing, to
health care, access to the library, daily exercise, lawers' visits and the
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possibility to wite to the authorities and to appeal against disciplinary
measures. Newly arrived prisoners were informed of the disciplinary neasures
applicable to them warnings, the suspension of certain rights and solitary
confinenent, which was not incomuni cado detention and could not exceed

20 days. Those disciplinary neasures could not be applied arbitrarily but
requi red the authorization of a superior

21. In respect of food, the authorities did everything possible to ensure
that, despite the econom ¢ bl ockade, the prison popul ati on was properly fed.
Prisoners could raise poultry and other animals for food. They were given
three neals a day; those who worked were entitled to an additional meal and
sick prisoners received nore generous rations. In addition, the prison
popul ati on was given nultivitam n supplenents (vitamns A B and D). Lastly,
a nutritionist assigned to each prison ensured that prisoners received a

bal anced daily diet.

22. As for health, article 54 of the regulations stipulated that prisons
were to nonitor general health and dental health within the framework of the
Cuban Health System Each prison had a dispensary with, as a rule, severa
beds, where energency and specialized care were provided. |[|f no bed was

avail abl e, the prisoner was if necessary taken to the nearest hospital. 1In
each prison a doctor and medical auxiliary were on duty round the clock; al
det ai nees were vacci nated agai nst tetanus, typhoid and neningitis, and nore
than 90 per cent against hepatitis B. Tuberculosis no | onger posed a problem
in prisons, where the nortality rate fromthe di sease was far | ower than anong
the popul ation as a whole. Prisoners also received excellent dental care.
Lastly, each prisoner was given a mandatory nedi cal exam nation within

48 hours of adm ssion to prison, together with additional analyses, and a
personal health record was kept. Finally, he said that the observance of al
those neasures was nonitored by the Attorney-General's Ofice, which carried
out inspections.

23. M. CANDI A FERREYRA (Cuba) first of all pointed out that, in order to
under stand the phenonenon of torture in any country, it was necessary to be
famliar not only with the country's |legal norms, but also with its history,
traditions and culture. 1In contrast with other countries, Cuba was not a
conposite State marked by deep ethnic, religious and racial divisions; it was
energing neither froma mlitary dictatorship nor froma war during which
serious human rights violations mght have until recently been commtted. It
was a State that had, on the contrary, experienced 37 years of stable
denocracy, even though in the eyes of sone they had been tainted by a nunber
of inperfections. Cuba's unity had noreover, been forged in the struggle
agai nst a very powerful foreign eneny. As had already been stated, Cuba
attached great inportance to international treaties and |egislation designed
to protect citizens against torture and other cruel treatnment by State
officials. The Cuban authorities were firmy resolved to ensure the
observance of fundanental rights.

24. A request had been nade for statistics on the nunber of conplaints of
torture or ill-treatnent |odged by citizens with the Attorney-Ceneral. His
del egati on had not anticipated the need for that information, although he was
able to provide the foll owi ng details.
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25. During the current year, citizens had sent 1,360 conplaints of all Kkinds
to the Attorney-General. A total of 1,050 cases had al ready been resol ved,
and 62 per cent had been decided in favour of the conplainants. The
conplaints received fell into two categories: on the one hand conplaints

about the progress of crimnal proceedings, for exanple arrest, the shelving
of a case or the sentence inposed, and on the other those concerning the
exercise of the right to property, and nore specifically to housing. O al

the conplaints filed, 37 contained allegations of ill-treatnment in prison or
during custody. O those 37 conplaints, 25 had been found to be
substantiated. In 10 cases adm nistrative or disciplinary neasures had been
taken. In nine cases, those responsible had been brought before the courts
and custodial sentences of up to eight years' prison had been handed down
agai nst a nunber of accused officials. Numerous cases were still being

exam ned.

26. Regarding the responsibility of the Attorney-General of the Republic to
ensure that the rights of detainees and prisoners were respected, he pointed
out that current legislation required the Ofice of the Attorney-General to

i nspect not only penal establishments, but also any prenises on which persons
m ght be detained, if only for a few hours. Any breaches were i medi ately
reported to the superior of the person responsible, regardl ess of whether the
act in question was deliberate, or the result of negligence or omssion. In
addition, a report was submtted to the conpetent authorities, who were
required to exam ne the matter to determ ne what neasures were necessary and
whet her crimnal proceedings were called for

27. At the previous neeting, reference had been made to a report by an NGO
according to which there were 600 prisons or detention centres in Cuba. In
actual fact, there were only 19 closed prisons in Cuba, together with a nunber
of open prisons. \Whatever the case, the nunber of places of detention in
Cuba, including police stations, was |ess than 250.

28. Prosecutors were elected by the National Assenbly. Prosecuting judges
were appointed by the State Council, a collegiate body that took over the
functions of Parlianent when it was not in session. As a nmeans of ensuring

t he i ndependence of the courts and of various judicial organs, the Legislature
had charged the judges with appointing the Attorney-General of the Republic.
The judicial police and the crimnal investigation organs were i ndependent
fromthe Ofice of the Attorney-General. Under the Constitution, judges were
responsi bl e for ensuring that those organs strictly applied the |aw

Mor eover, under the Code of Penal Procedure, they were responsible for
ensuring that the rights of accused persons were respected. A new act, due to
come into force in 1998, vested judges with even greater authority in respect
of crimnal procedure, and authorized themto quash any decisions of exam ning
magi strates which they deened unl awful or unsubstantiated. As a whole, the
new act increased the authority of the judges in respect of any irregularities
that m ght be committed in the context of crimnal proceedings, including
those comritted by the police.

29. In reply to a nenber of the Conmittee who had requested further details
on the use of persuasion during interrogation, he said that in Cuba persons

under arrest were not obliged to make a statenment, nor were they required to
take an oath if they wished to nake a statenent. \Whatever the case, the use
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of violence, coercion or intimdation to obtain a confession was prohibited.
Accordingly, the only neans available to investigators was to endeavour to
convi nce suspects that it was in their interest to make a statement,
particularly since article 58 of the Penal Code allowed for mtigating

ci rcunst ances for accused persons who cooperated in establishing the facts.
Under the Code of Penal Procedure, the confession of an accused person or of
his relatives to the fourth degree was not sufficient to establish his guilt;
they had to be supported by other evidence. The court could base its decision

only on the evidence presented at the public trial. |In other words, if the
accused recanted during the trial, all previous statenents were consi dered
null and void. 1In the last analysis, a court could not use an accused

person's confession as a basis for a conviction

30. Cuban | egislation distinguished between two fornms of detention

custody, by which a person was deprived of his or her liberty before they were
brought before the conpetent judge, and pre-trial detention, by which an
accused person was placed in a detention centre pending trial. The maximum

l ength of custody was 24 hours. Detainees were then either released or
brought before an exanmi ning magi strate who deci ded whether to place themin
pre-trial detention. The decision to inprison a suspect required the approva
of the Attorney-General. The person concerned and his | awer could at any
time apply for the decision to be rescinded, although no appeal could be made
agai nst a refusal to do so

31. Under article 107 of the Code of Penal Procedure, the maxi num period of
pre-trial detention was 60 days. The period could be extended if it was not
possible to conplete the exam nati on proceedings within the deadline.
Neverthel ess, in 96 per cent of cases exam nation proceedings in Cuba were
conpl eted before the 60-day deadline. However, it was well known that in
certain conplex cases and where certain types of offence were concerned,

exam nati on proceedings could last for nore than 60 days. During 1997, the
of fice of the Attorney-General had authorized ei ght applications for an
extension of pre-trial detention. |In that respect, it should be nentioned
that, according to an opinion handed down by the People's Supreme Court, the
period of pre-trial detention should not exceed the penalty laid down for the
of fence with which the prisoner was charged. In any event, the phenonenon of
“unconvi cted prisoners”, which was comon in many countries, was virtually
non- exi stent in Cuba, where only 8 per cent of detai nees had not yet been
tried. On average, trials lasted fromsix to nine nonths, although in nost
cases a sentence was handed down wel| before nine nonths.

32. Persons responsible for acts that m ght constitute torture or
ill-treatnent as defined by the Convention were severely punished. The death
of a person under torture was classified as nurder, and carried a penalty of
from10 to 20 years' inprisonnent or even the death penalty in certain cases,
al t hough the court or the State council could commute the sentence to

30 years' inprisonnent. In view of the observations made by the nenbers of
the Comrmittee, his delegation would take the necessary measures to incorporate
a precise definition of torture into the Penal Code, which was currently under
revi ew

33. There was no specialized rehabilitation centre for torture victins in
Cuba. Persons injured as a result of torture or who had been ill-treated were
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entitled to free care under the public health system Those who were no

| onger able to work were covered by the social security system Persons
suffering fromthe consequences of torture were rehabilitated by therapists
working in the regular hospitals.

34. M. SENTI DARIAS (Cuba) said that M. Candia Ferreyra had referred only
to some aspects of the citizens' conplaints system As a concrete expression
of a constitutional principle, the system enconpassed all public

adm ni stration bodies, which were under a duty to receive conplaints fromthe
popul ation even if they did not directly concern their spheres of competence,
and to transmt themto the conpetent authorities who were required not only
officially to reply to each conplaint, but also to provide real solutions.

The organs to which conplaints could be addressed included, in addition to the
O fice of the Attorney-General of the Republic and the People's Supreme Court,
nost mnistries. \Wenever a problemcould not be resolved through

adm ni strative channels or if there were grounds to believe that an offence
had been committed, the matter was i mediately referred to the conpetent
judicial body.

35. The observati ons nade by nenbers of the Commttee regarding article 10
of the Convention had been highly instructive. He pointed out that it was not
possi bl e to dissociate education about the problens of torture from Cuba's
history and that, in order to understand the situation in Cuba, its past had
to be taken into account. When they addressed the people, Cuban officials

al ways referred to the tragic tines the island had experienced before 1959, as
t hey should not be forgotten. As for the specific neasures that had been
taken, a centre for the study of international humanitarian | aw had been
established in Cuba in 1995. |Its activities covered all aspects of human
rights and 32 courses had al ready been organi zed on the subject, for smal
groups of students, in Cuba's 14 provinces. A total of 900 persons from all
segments of society, including nenbers of the mlitary, doctors, journalists,
teachers, |awyers and judges, had successfully followed the courses. In
addition to that core activity, the centre had established |inks with the
Inter-Anmerican Human Rights Institute, whose headquarters were in Costa Rica.
In 1996, a noteworthy seminar on hunman rights had been organized in Cuba with
the assistance of the institute, and another senminar would shortly be devoted
to the Cuban el ectoral system parlianentary elections and el ections to the
provi nci al assenblies were to take place shortly.

36. Finally, he enphasized that it was vitally inportant for his del egation
to paint a clear picture of Cuba and of its legal system as the Cormittee's

concl udi ng observations would depend on it; it was also inportant for Cuba to
make the best possible use of the Comrittee's experience, in the light of its
hi story and achi evenents, and to contribute to the devel opment of

i nternational |aw by pursuing the ongoi ng dial ogue.

37. M. BURNS said that the Cuban del egation had failed to reply to two
guestions to which he would |ike to have an answer. The first was whether the
declaration relating to article 20 of the Convention was to be interpreted as
restricting the conpetence of the Comrittee. The second did not concern the
report by the Special Rapporteur on the human rights situation in Cuba, as he
had made perfectly clear, but the 1997 report of the Special Rapporteur on
torture, who had stated that since 1995 a nunber of individual requests had
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been subnitted to the Government of Cuba, and that he had not received any
reply to them He asked whether the Cuban del egati on could explain why those
requests had not been followed up

38. M . SORENSEN said he had requested statistics on prisons and in
particul ar on the nunber of prisoners in Cuba.

39. The CHAI RMAN noted that the Cuban del egation had stated it would be able
to furnish those statistics at a later date. In view of the tinme, he
suggested that the Commttee should hear the Cuban delegation's replies at a

| at er meeti ng.

The neeting rose at 6.20 p. m




