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1998/ . .. International Decade of the World's | ndi genous People

The Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of

Mnorities,

Bearing in mnd that one of the purposes of the United Nations, as set

forth in the Charter, is the achievenent of international cooperation in
solving international problens of an economic, social, cultural or
humani tarian character and in pronoting and encouragi ng respect for human
rights and fundanental freedons for all w thout distinction as to race, sex,
| anguage or religion

Recal | i ng General Assenbly resolution 48/ 163 of 21 Decenber 1993, in
whi ch the Assenmbly proclainmed the International Decade of the Wrld's

I ndi genous Peopl e,

GE. 98-13897 (E)



E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1998/ L. 34
page 2

Recalling also that the goal of the Decade is the strengthening of
i nternational cooperation for the solution of problens faced by indi genous
peoples in such areas as human rights, the environnent, devel opment, education
and heal th,

Recal ling further CGeneral Assenbly resolution 50/157 of

21 Decenber 1995, in which the Assenbly adopted the conprehensive programe of
activities for the International Decade of the World's |ndi genous Peopl e,

Recal ling the requests by the CGeneral Assenbly, in it resolutions 50/157
and 52/108 of 12 December 1997, to assess the objectives of the Decade by
quantifiable outcones that will inprove the lives of indigenous peoples and to
eval uate the objectives hal fway through the Decade and at its end,

Havi ng considered the report of the Wrking G oup on I|Indi genous
Popul ations on its sixteenth session (E/ CN 4/ Sub. 2/1998/16),

1. Wl cones the observance of the International Day of the Wbrld's
I ndi genous Peopl e on 9 August;

2. Recommends that the celebration of the International Day of the
Worl d' s I ndi genous People be held on the first day of the seventeenth session
of the Wbrking G oup on |Indigenous Populations in order to ensure as great a
partici pation of indigenous people as possible;

3. Wel conmes the decision by the General Assenmbly in its
resolution 52/108 of 12 Decenber 1997 to appoint the United Nations High
Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts as Coordinator for the International Decade of
the Worl d's I ndi genous Peopl e;

4, Recommends that the Coordinator for the Decade consider holding a
special fund-raising neeting with interested permanent m ssions and the
menbers of the Advisory Group to encourage financial contributions to the
Vol untary Fund for the Decade and the United Nations Voluntary Fund for
I ndi genous Popul ations, as well as the appointnent of qualified staff,

i ncl udi ng i ndi genous persons, to assist with the work of the Ofice of the
H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights relating to the indi genous programe;

5. Al so recommends that attention continue to be given to inproving

the extent of the participation of indigenous peoples in planning and

i mpl enenting the activities of the Decade;
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6. Further recommends that in accordance with General Assenbly
resol ution 50/157 of 21 Decenber 1995, the draft United Nations declaration on

the rights of indigenous peoples be adopted as early as possible during the
I nternational Decade;

7. Wl conmes Commi ssion on Human Rights resol ution 1998/ 20 of
9 April 1998 in which the Conm ssion decided to establish an open-ended
i nter-sessional ad hoc working group on the permanent forum for indi genous
peoples in the United Nations system

8. Recommends that the permanent forum be established as soon as
possible in the course of the Decade with functions that do not duplicate
those already conferred on the Wrking G oup on I|Indi genous Popul ati ons,
financed through the regul ar budget of the United Nations and securing ful
participation of all interested indigenous peoples,

9. Congratul ates the Advisory Group for the Voluntary Fund for the

Decade for the work it acconplished, for its initiatives and for the
transparency of its working nmethods and deci si ons;

10. Expresses its appreciation to the Government of Spain for hosting

the Workshop of Indigenous Journalists in January 1998;

11. Encour ages the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts to consider
organi zing a foll owup workshop to put into practice the recommendati ons
arising fromthe Madrid Workshop

12. Recommends that the Comm ssion on Human Rights request the
Econom ¢ and Social Council to authorize the Ofice of the H gh Commi ssioner
for Human Rights to organize a three-day technical neeting i mediately prior
to the seventeenth session of the Wrking Goup on Indigenous Popul ations in
order to undertake the md-point review of the Decade;

13. Enphasi zes the inportance of ensuring the |argest possible
i ndi genous participation at the technical neeting;

14. Recommend the followi ng draft decision to the Conm ssion on Human
Ri ghts for adoption

“The Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts, taking note of

resolution 1998/ ... of ... August 1998 of the Sub-Commi ssion on
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Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, endorses the
recommendati on of the Sub-Commi ssion that the Economi c and Soci al

Counci | authorize the Ofice of the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts
to organi ze a three-day technical nmeeting inmediately prior to the
sevent eenth session of the Wrking G oup on |Indigenous Populations in
order to undertake a md-point review of the Internati onal Decade of the

Wor |l d' s I ndi genous Peopl e.



