UNITED
NATIONS E

Economic and Social Distr.

LI M TED

Council

E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1998/ L. 32
18 August 1998

Oiginal: ENG.ISH

COWM SSI ON ON HUMAN RI GHTS

Sub- Commi ssi on on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection
of Mnorities

Fiftieth session

Agenda item 5

THE | MPLEMENTATI ON CF HUMAN RI GHTS W TH REGARD TO WOMEN

M. Khalil and Ms. Warzazi: draft resolution

1998/... The situation of wonen in Afghanistan

The Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of

M norities,

Quided by the spirit of the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal
Decl arati on of Human Rights and the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts
and bearing particularly in mnd article 13, paragraphs 1 and 2, of the
Uni versal Decl aration of Human Rights and article 12, paragraphs 1, 2 and 3,
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights which guarantee
that everyone shall have the right to conplete freedom of nmovenent within the
territory in which he/she is a |lawful resident, and that everyone shall be
free to | eave any country, including his/her own,

M ndful of the provisions of the Convention on the Elimnation of All
Forms of Discrimnation agai nst Wonen and the Convention on the Political

Ri ghts of Wonen,
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Noting the reconmendation contained in article 3, paragraph 3, of the
Wor |l d Decl arati on on Education for All, which states that the nost urgent
priority is to ensure access to, and inprove the quality of, education for
girls, and of article 28, paragraph 1, of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, which stipulates that States shall recognize the right of all children
to education and to have, on the basis of equal opportunity, universal access
to primary education,

Deeply concerned at the situation of the fenmale popul ation of Kabul and

the other parts of Afghanistan controlled by the Taliban

Di smayed by the Taliban's claimthat |slam supports their policies
concer ni ng wonen,

Fully aware that the Cairo Declaration on Hunan Rights in Islam adopted
by the Organi zation of the Islam c Conference in 1990, guarantees the rights
of wonen in all fields, in accordance with the Holy Koran

M ndful of the stated principles of Islamwhich pronmote equality between
the sexes, and that throughout the history of |Islamwonmen have pl ayed
important roles in public life, particularly in the fields of education
conmer ce and mnedi ci ne

1. Takes note of the nunmerous reports dealing with the unprecedented
and extrenely difficult situation of wonen in Kabul and the other parts of
Af ghani stan controlled by the Taliban, in particular w dows who cannot support
t hemsel ves because they are not permtted to work or to benefit from
humani tari an assi stance, which is given only to nen;

2. Expresses its deep concern at the continuous suffering of Afghan

worren under the prohibitions placed upon them by the Taliban, which include
confinenent to the home and other restrictions on their freedom of nmovement,
as well as denial of the right to work, denial of education and limtations on
their access to nedical care;

3. Considers that the current policies of the Taliban as regards the
femal e popul ation of the territories under their control constitute a flagrant
violation of the principles of Islamand international |aw

4, Calls upon religious | eaders and scholars to give special
attention to the plight of women in Afghanistan with a view to bringing the
policies and practices of the Taliban into line with the true spirit of Islam

and human rights | aw
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5. Appeal s to all States not to encourage the Taliban by extending
di plomatic recognition to them and appeals to comrercial enterprises to
refrain fromentering into financial agreenents with the reginme until the
Tali ban ends its discrimnatory treatnent of wonen;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Sub-Comm ssion with
all relevant information on this question that is available within the
United Nations system

7. Decides to continue consideration of this question at its

fifty-first session under the sanme agenda item



