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Carta de fecha 11 de agosto de 1998 dirigida a la Secretaria de
la Subcomisién por la Representante Permanente de la Repiiblica
de Azerbaivan ante la Oficina de las Naciones Unidas en Ginebra

Tengo el honor de transmitir adjunto* el decreto del Presidente de
Azerbaiyan sobre medidas adicionales para el establecimiento de la libertad
de palabra, de pensamiento y de informacién.

Agradeceria que tuviera a bien hacer distribuir la presente carta y el
mencionado decreto como documento oficial del 50° periodo de sesiones de la
Subcomisién de Prevencién de Discriminaciones y Proteccidén a las Minorias en
relacidén con el tema 12 a) del programa.

(Firmado) : S. EIVAZOVA
Embajadora
Representante Permanente

* El anexo se reproduce como se presentd, en el idioma original
solamente.
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Decree
by the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan
on additional measures to provide for freedom of speech, thought and
information

Ensuring of human and citizens' rights and freedoms has been reaffirmed
in the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan as a maimn goal of our state.
Serious measures are undertaken with the aim of full utilisation of the state's
political-legal and economic potential in order to achieve this goal and create
relevant legal mechanisms.

Every condition has been created in the country in order to allow the
formation of institutions characteristic to the democratic societies and allow for
free political activity. For the first time democratic parliamentary elections were
held in the country on the basis of multiparty system, Constitution was adopted
by national referendum ensuring the principles of political pluralism, freedom of
speech, press, conscience, protection of human rights and the rule of law.

Republic of Azerbaijan which has accepted the rule of universal values,
establishment of democratic, legal and secular society as a model for
development, has joined international conventions and treaties that guarantee
human rights, freedom of speech and press.

Mass-media is considered as important means of democracy and openness.
The Azerbaijani state takes necessary measures for their independent
establishment, free activity and development. Today there are hundreds of
newspapers and magazines, tens of radio and television stations, numerous
information agencies function in the Republic of Azerbaijan.

Their vast majority are owned by private structures, individuals and
different political and social organisations with various orientations. There are
unlimited possibilities for mass media to express freely their opinions, bring into
public the information of open and non-sensitive character not containing state
secrets.

There are certain problems in Azerbaijan in the sphere of ensuring of
freedom of speech and press, as well as in field of their proper and efficient use
in the interests of citizens and state, and certain measures are needed to be taken
in the direction of solving those problems.



One of the problems is connected with the activities of the Main
Directorate on Protection of State Secrets in the Press and Other Forms of
Mass-Media near the Cabinet of Ministers. This directorate was founded during
the Soviet time - on 27 October 1966 and was carrying out censorship over all
mass-media in Azerbaijan. Despite the fact that on 5 December 1990 the Soviet
of Ministers of Azerbaijan SSR passed its new platform of work, no serious
changes took place in its work eversince. |

After Azerbaijan regained its independence, Acting President of
Azerbaijan Y.Mamedov issued a decree on 12 Apnl 1992 in accordance with
which, under the pretext of introduction of military censorship, the control of this
Directorate over the press has intensified. Later, on 15 April 1993 the President
of Azerbaijan A.Elchibey with his decree broadened the sphere of application of
the censorship embracing not only military secrets but also all the other sorts of
information thus limiting free activities of journalists and toughening the activity
of the directorate.

In subsequent years due to the fact that the law on state secrets in
Azerbaijan was not adopted no substantial change occurred in the work of the
directorate. Serious changes have been made in methods of its work after the
adoption of the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan "On State Secret" of 15
November 1996. Nonetheless, this institution failed to adapt itself to a new
situation.

However, this is not the only problem with press in Azerbaijan. One of the
main goals of our state policy is to continue Azerbaijan's modern mass-media
traditions, its enrichment with modern international experience, improvement of
logistical situation of mass-media, efficient use of its possibilities in the spheres
of construction and development of law-govemned state, realisation of democratic
reforms.

Press and television should take care of preservation, development and
dissemination of national moral values of our people among broad layers of
public. Both the state and the mass-media organs themselves should do a lot of
work in the direction of elevating the professional level of journalists, fostering
objective attitude towards mass-media organs among the public, utilising with
responsibility and professionalism the possibilities of press. From this point of
view such personal features as patriotism, high sense of citizen responsibility,
professionalism, education, high morals are essential for people working in
mass-media organs. The most important task facing each journalist should be to



make sure that mass-media meet requirements ensuing from the Azerbaijam
national legislation and national moral code.

Considering the care on the part of the state towards press, development of
independent mass-media, ensuring of citizens' freedom of thought, speech and
information as state responsibility in the Republic of Azerbaijan, and in order to
increase the efficiency of measures undertaken ‘m arder and to develop
principles—declared in the United Nations Universal Declaration on Human
Rights of 10 December 1948, UN Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 16
December 1966, European Convention on protection of human rights and
fundamental freedoms of 4 November 1950, as well as dealt with by the Articles
47, 50 and 71 of the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan, as well as to
improve logistical situation of the mass-media, I hereby decide:

1. The Cabinet of Ministers must be charged to submit to the President
within one month the draft of program of measures ensuring improvement of
logistical situation of mass-media, protection of freedom of speech, thought, and
information, adherence to the principles of political pluralism.

2. To recommend to the Mllh Mejlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan:

During elaboration of relevant draft laws and their adoption to be gmded
by the principles of freedom of speech, thought, and information of people and
citizens, declared in international conventions and treaties to which Azerbaijan
has joined as well as in the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

3. The Cabinet of Ministries of the Republic of Azerbaijan and Executive
Office of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan jointly with corresponding
state structures must be charged:

- within one month to give proposals to the President of the Republic of
Azerbaijan on creation of mechanism, which will be able to provide for
protection of freedom of speech, thought and information, protection of state
secrets in mass media, respect of legal and ethic norms according to the
international standards and laws of the Republic of Azerbatjan.

-within one month to submit relevant proposals to the President of the Republic
of Azerbaijan on exemption of mass media organs from the value added tax
(VAT);

- regulating the freedom of speech, thought and information;



-providing full accordance of normative legal acts to international standards;

-full implementation of the international treaties, supported by the Republic of
Azerbaijan;

-intensification of mutual relations and close co-operation with international
associations as well as non-governmental organisations and further development
of existing co-operation;

-providing participation of specialists in the international centres with the
purpose of being acquainted with the relevant research and education programs;

-within two months submit proposals to the President of the Republic of
Azerbaijan on measures to create conditions for relevant state organisations and
non-governmental organisations, mass media representatives to participate in
international conferences, seminars, symposiums and other events.

4, The Ministry of Foreign Affairs in co-ordination with relevant structures
must be charged:

-to study the possibility of joining of the Republic of Azerbaijan to international
conventions on protection of freedom of speech, thought and information and
during two months submit proposals to the President of the Republic of
Azerbaijan.

-to provide central libraries of the Republic with documents on protection of
freedom of speech, thought as well as existing publications in this field, .which
are adopted by the international organisations.

5. The Ministry of Press and Information together with the Ministry of
Education using possibilities of non-governmental public organisations must be
charged :

-to implement real measures to improve professional skills and education level of
journalists, to make them realise high citizen responsibility as well as moral
values.

-to provide the explanation and dissemination of information systems and
agencies of measures, implemented in our country in the sphere of protection of
freedom of speech, thought and information. ‘
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6. To entrust to the State Company on Television and Radio-Broadcasting
Company to organise the broadcasts dedicating the issues of protection of
freedom of speech, thought and information.

7. The Main Directorate on Protection of State Secrets in Press and Mass
Media near the Cabinet of Ministers must be abolished.

8. Decree of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan No. 685, dated on
April 16, 1992 on creation of the Military Censorship, and Order No.372, dated
April 15, 1993 on establishment of control over the whole information broadcast
are declared invalid.

9. It is must be explained that protection of state secrets in mass media is
carried out in accordance with the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan "On State
Secret".

10. This Decree enters into force from the date it is signed.

Heydar Aliev

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan

Baku, August 6, 1998



