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1998/... Violations of the rights of hunan rights defenders
in all countries

The Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of

M norities,

GQui ded by the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations,
the Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and the Internati onal Covenants on
Human Ri ghts,

Recalling its task to report to the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts on

situations of grave violations of human rights,
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Aware of the inportance to be given to the fiftieth anniversary of the
Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and considering that effective neasures
shoul d be taken in order to ensure respect for the Declaration

Recal ling the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action (A/ CONF. 157/23)
adopted by the World Conference on Human Ri ghts and endorsed by the
CGeneral Assenbly in its resolution 48/ 121 of 20 Decenber 1993,

Recal | i ng al so Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts resolution 1998/ 66 of

21 April 1998 regarding cooperation with representatives of United Nations
human ri ghts bodi es,

Recalling further its resolution 1995/25 of 24 August 1995 regarding the

protection by conpetent authorities of everyone against threats, retaliation
pressure or any other arbitrary action in the context of the legitinmate,
peaceful and non-violent exercise of the right to strive for the protection of
human ri ghts,

Noting with deep concern that in many countries, in contradiction to the

comm tments and obligati ons of CGovernnents, persons and organi zati ons engaged
in promoting and defending human rights are facing threat, harassnment and
i nsecurity,

Deeply concerned at the increasing nunmber of cases of which it has been

i nformed concerni ng hurman rights defenders who, because of their activities in
favour of the recognition, pronption and defence of human rights, have been
persecuted, either by being arrested, convicted or inprisoned, or by being the
victinms of unresolved killings, or by being suspended or prohibited from
exercising their professional activities, or by threat of suppression or
actual suppression of the | egal personality of the organization to which they
bel ong,

Noting with satisfaction the adoption of Econonic and Soci al
Council resolution 1998/ 33 by which the Council approved the draft

declaration on the right and responsibility of individuals, groups and
organs of society to pronote and protect universally recognized human rights
and fundanental freedons, as contained in the annex to Conm ssion on Human
Ri ghts resolution 1998/7 of 3 April 1998, and reconmended it to the
CGeneral Assenbly for adoption at its fifty-third session

Recalling that, in the context of the legitinmte exercise of the rights
to which it relates, the draft declaration states that each State shall take

all necessary neasures to ensure the protection by the conpetent authorities
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of everyone, individually or in association with others, against any viol ence,
threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure discrimnation, pressure or any
other arbitrary action, and that individuals, groups, institutions and

non- gover nment al organi zati ons have an inportant role to play and a

responsi bility in safeguardi ng denocracy, pronoting human rights and
fundamental freedons and contributing to the pronotion and advancenent of
denocratic societies, institutions and processes,

Noti ng Conm ssion resolution 1998/28 of 17 April 1998 in which the
Commi ssion call ed upon the Sub-Commi ssion and on its nenbers to focus on its
primary role as an advisory body of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts,

1. Urges States to adopt the necessary neasures to ensure the
effective respect of their obligations in the field of human rights, in
accordance with the provisions of the various international instrunments, and
to guarantee to individuals, groups, organizations, associations and organs of
soci ety the necessary conditions to exercise freely their activities in favour
of the recognition, promption and defence of human rights;

2. Firmdy condemns the murders of M. José Eduardo Umafia Mendoza,

| awyer, professor of crimnal |law and former nenber of the Lawyers Collective
“José Al vear Restrepo” and nenber of the executive council of the World
Organi zation agai nst Torture, on 18 April 1998 in Bogota; Msr. Juan Geradi
Presi dent of the Conm ssion of Peace and Justice in Guatermala, in April 1998;
M. Rexhep Bislim, menber of the Council for the Defence of Human Ri ghts and
Freedonms, on 22 July 1998 in Pristina, Kosovo; M. Ernesto Sandoval Bustill o,
Presi dent of a |local branch of the Human Ri ghts Conmittee of Honduras;

M. Youssef Fethellah, |awyer, human rights activist and President of the

Al geri an League of Human Rights, on 18 June 1994 in Algeria; M. Luiz Anparo
Jiménez Pallares, journalist, Director of the regional office of the

Rei nt egrati on Programme and Coordi nator of the Redepaz peace network, on

11 August 1998 in Vall edupar, Col onbia; and M. Patrick Finucane, |awer and
human rights defender in Belfast, Northern Ireland, in 1989, nentioned in the
report of the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and | awers on
his visit to the United Kingdomof Great Britain and Northern Irel and

(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ Add. 4) ;
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3. Calls upon the Governments concerned not to |eave crines conmmtted
again human rights defenders unpunished, to allow and facilitate all necessary
inquiry, and to ensure judgenent by a civil tribunal and punishnment of the
perpetrators as well as conpensation of the families of the victinms, including
for killings which occurred a long tine ago, as recommended by the Specia
Rapporteur on the independence of judges and | awers;

4, Urges States to take neasures to ensure the security of all human
rights defenders who are being repressed, harassed or threatened throughout
the world, in particular M. Akin Birdal, President of the Turkish Human
Ri ghts Associ ation and Vi ce-President of the International Federal of Human
Ri ghts Leagues; M. Khemais Ksila, Vice-President of the Tunisian League of
Human Ri ghts and of the International Federation of Human Ri ghts Leagues;

M . Ramdn Custodi o, President of the Human Ri ghts Commttee of Honduras;

Fr. Javier Graldo, Executive Director of the Intercongregational Comm ssion
of Justice and Peace of Colonbia; M. Cenent Nwankwo, Director of the
Constitutional Rights Project of N geria;, M. Destan Rukichi, |awer, menber
of the Council for the Defence of Human Rights and Freedons in Pristina,
Kosovo; Chei kh Saad Bouh Kamara and Ms. Fatina M Baye, President and

Vi ce-President respectively of the Mauritani an Association of Human Ri ghts;
M. Vi ktor Kaisiepo, human rights activist and spokesperson of the Wst Papua
Peopl es’ Front of Indonesia; the | awers who are nenbers of the Judicia
Center of Public Interest of the Philippines; and M. Pierre Sanba, President
of the human rights non-governnental organization Gande Vision in the
Denocrati c Republic of the Congo, and condemns the dissolution by the
Government of the Denocratic Republic of the Congo of the Association for the
Def ence of Human Ri ghts;

5. Requests the Governnent of Myanmar, in view of recent events, to
ensure the security of Aung San Suu Kyi and of the nenbers of the Nationa
League for Denocracy, in particular to guarantee their freedom of movement and
expression, and urges the Governnent to extend to the Special Rapporteur on
the situation of human rights in Myanmar of the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts an
invitation to visit the country;

6. Recommends that the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts ensure foll ow up of
the cases nentioned in the present resolution in the context of its

exam nati on of the human rights situation in the countries in question
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7. Requests the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to
transmt the present resolution to all States;
8. Invites the General Assenmbly to adopt the draft declaration on

the right and responsibility of individuals, groups and organs of society
to pronote and protect universally recogni zed human rights and fundanenta
freedons, as contained in the annex to Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts
resolution 1998/7, at its fifty-third session

9. Decides to remain seized of the question of violations of the
rights of human rights defenders at its fifty-first session under the same
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