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PART ONE: GENERAL
I. Land and people
1. Morocco is |located on the north-west corner of the African continent,

between 21° and 36° latitude north. |Its surface area is 710,850 knf. It is
bounded by the Mediterranean Sea to the north and the Atlantic Ccean to

the west. Its land borders are with Algeria to the east and Mauritania to
t he sout h.
2. A general popul ati on and housi ng census conducted in 1994 indicated

a popul ati on of 26,074,000 inhabitants, with an average density of

36.7 inhabitants per knf. According to a projection by the Centre for

Denmogr aphi ¢ Studi es and Research, as at 1 July 1995 this figure was 26, 386, 000
with an average density of 37.1 inhabitants per knt.

3. A national popul ation and enpl oynent survey in 1995 estinmated the
wor ki ng popul ation to be 10,006,436, or 37.9 per cent of the total popul ation
with 4,982,080 living in urban areas and 5,024,356 in rural areas. A 1994
popul ati on census indicated that there are now fewer Mroccans living in the
countryside than in the towns: 48.6 per cent in rural areas, as against

51. 4 per cent in urban areas.

4, The unenpl oynent rate in 1995 was 16 per cent of the working popul ation
(22.9 per cent in urban areas and 8.5 per cent in rural areas). Unenpl oynent
particularly affects young people, in both urban and rural areas. The

unenpl oyment rate is higher for wonen than nmen in urban areas (32.2 per cent

of wor ki ng wonmen are unenpl oyed as agai nst 18.7 per cent of working nmen) and

| oner for women than nen in rural areas (6.5 per cent for women, 9.6 per cent
for men).

5. The national census indicates a higher rate of unenploynment for wonen;
this is due to the fact that official statistics do not include unstructured
wor k performed by women both at honme and in the agricultural sector

Il. General political structure

6. Morocco is a constitutional, denocratic and social nonarchy. The
| atest revision of the Constitution, approved by referendum dates back
to 7 October 1996

7. The Constitution begins with articles stating that sovereignty bel ongs
to the nation, which exercises it directly by referendumand indirectly
through the institutions established by the Constitution. The politica
parties, trade unions, comunities and professional organizations cooperate in
the organi zation and representation of citizens.

8. The King is the suprene representative of the nation, the synmbol of its
unity and the guarantor of the pernmanence and continuity of the State. He
ensures respect for Islamand the Constitution. He is the protector of the
rights and freedons of citizens, social groups and comunities.
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9. Legi sl ative power is exercised by the Parlianent, which, since the
revision of the Constitution in 1996, now consists of two chanbers: the
Chanber of Representatives and the Chanber of Counsellors. The nenbers of the
Chanber of Representatives are elected by direct universal suffrage. Three
fifths of the nenbership of the Chanber of Counsellors consist of nmenbers

el ected in each region by an el ectoral college conposed of representatives of
the local communities, and two fifths consist of nenbers elected in each
region by electoral colleges conposed of the el ected representatives of

pr of essi onal organi zati ons and nmenbers el ected on a national scale by an

el ectoral coll ege conposed of representatives of wage-earners.

10. The Governnent is conposed of the Prine Mnister and mnisters. It is
answerable to the King and the Parliament. It is responsible for the
enforcenent of the law and is in charge of the admi nistration. The

Prime Mnister has the authority to make regul ations; he may del egate sone of
his powers to the mnisters; he is responsible for the coordi nation of
mnisterial activities.

11. The judiciary is independent of both the |egislature and the executive.
Judges are appointed by dahir at the proposal of the Suprenme Council of
Justice. The conposition of the Council is set by the Constitution. It is

presi ded over by the King and consists of nine judges; the Mnister of Justice
is its Vice-President. Judges are subject to the regulations governing the
judiciary. The Suprene Council of Justice ensures conpliance with the
guarantees afforded judges in ternms of advancement and discipline. Judges are
i rrenmovabl e.

12. The |l ocal communities consist of the regions, prefectures, provinces and
conmunes. Morocco is divided into regions. A recent |aw, pronulgated on

2 April 1997, provides a new |l egal framework for the regions, which now
function as local conmunities with councils having both deliberative powers
and power to nmonitor the executive authority (governor of the regiona
capital). The nunber, names, territorial boundaries and capitals of the
regions are shortly to be set by decree.

13. The regi ons themsel ves are divided into 10 w | aya, conprising
13 provinces, 24 prefectures and 31 other provinces, which are thensel ves
subdi vided into rural and urban comunes.

14. The |l ocal communities elect assenblies responsible for denmpbcratic
governance under conditions set by |aw

15. The conmunal councils are elected by a relative majority in a

si ngl e-round uni nonmi nal ballot by direct universal suffrage, for a term of
six years. The prefectorial and provincial assenblies are elected by the
conmunal councillors under a proportional systemin which they vote for
several nanes on a list and any remaining seats are attributed to the parties
whi ch have the best showi ng; only communal councillors are eligible to serve
on these bodies; the councils also include representatives of professiona
associ ati ons and the chanbers of comerce, industry and services, craft
trades, agriculture and marine fisheries, through a representative el ected by
each of them
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16. The regi onal councils are conposed of representatives el ected by the

| ocal communities, professional organizations and wage-earners; they also

i ncl ude members of Parlianent elected on a regional basis and the Presidents
of the prefectorial and provincial assenblies |ocated in the region, who
attend as non-voting menbers.

I11. Legal framework within which hunan rights are protected

17. Morocco's commitnment to human rights has since 1992 been procl ai med by
the Constitution itself, whose preanble states: “Aware of the need to ensure
conformity of its actions with the ains of the international organizations of
which it is an active and dynam ¢ nenber, the Kingdom of Mdrocco adheres to
the principles, rights and obligations deriving fromthe charters of those
organi zations and reaffirns its commtnent to the universally recogni zed human
rights.” This statenment illustrates the inportance which Mrocco attaches to
respect for human rights; its inclusion in the Constitution reinforces the
responsibility of the State bodies for observing human rights.

A. Institutions for the protection of hunman rights

18. The dahir of 1990 established the Human Ri ghts Advi sory Counci l
According to its explanatory introduction, the purpose of the Human Ri ghts

Advi sory Council is to ensure the strictest possible observance of human
rights. Its role is to assist the nonarch in all human-rights-rel ated
guesti ons.

19. The Council is presided over by the First President of the Suprene
Court; it is conposed, on the one hand, of the Mnisters of Justice, Foreign
Affairs, the Interior and the Habous, and on the other, of representatives of
various organi zations of civil society (political parties, trade unions, human
ri ghts associ ati ons, Mroccan Judges' Association, Mroccan Bar Association
Uni versity Teachi ng Corps, Moroccan Physicians' Association). The Council may
al so include | eading figures chosen for their conmpetence in the field of human
rights.

20. The President of the Council places before it the questions on which the
Monarch wi shes to consult it. By a majority of two thirds of its menmbers, it
may al so decide, of its own initiative, to consider questions about which it
bel i eves the Mnarch shoul d be inforned.

21. The National Council on Youth and the Future was established in

July 1990. This advisory body stands out anbng denocratic institutions in
Morocco because of its varied conposition and the innovative, forward-|ooking
and nmultifaceted approach that characterizes all its actions. 1In the field of
econom c, social and cultural rights, it takes an interest in urban and rura
yout h, especially as regards enpl oynent.

22. Since 1993 Morocco has had a Mnistry of Human Ri ghts, whose functions
i nclude the foll ow ng:

To study all laws and regulations to assess their conformty w th human
rights principles and propose any necessary adj ustnents;
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To identify any causes of failure to observe or inplement human rights
principles and rules and to work towards stricter conpliance with them

To propose nmeasures for establishing and devel oping institutions for
strengt hening the enforcenent and pronotion of human rights;

To use all avail abl e educational and other nethods for spreading,
pronmoting and strengthening a culture of human rights;

To strengthen di al ogue and cooperation with associations dealing
directly or indirectly with human rights.

23. During the |atest mnisterial reorganization, in August 1997, this

M nistry was attached to the Mnistry of Justice. It should be noted that the
current Governnment is a transitional Governnment pending the |egislative

el ecti ons schedul ed for Novenber 1997

24. Since 1993 the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation has included
a division for humanitarian and social questions. The main task of this
division is to ensure coordination between the United Nations bodies
responsi bl e for human rights and humani tarian and soci al questions and the

m ni sterial departnents concerned. It also ensures follow up of Mrocco's
conmitments under international instruments on human rights and humanitarian
and social questions. In addition, it supervises the preparation of the

periodic reports which Morocco submits as a State party to the internationa
conventi ons.

25. An O fice of Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Disabled Persons was established
in 1994. This institution has many functions, the principal one being to
i ntroduce a global policy for the social integration of disabled persons. It

was provided at the outset with a nmethodol ogy and effective scientific tools
for comng to the aid of disabled persons.

26. By a royal decision in 1996, the National Congress for Children's Rights
becanme the National Body for observing and nonitoring the inplenentation of
the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Anobng the Body's functions are
coordi nating actions to ensure the survival and devel opment of children

hel ping to strengthen Mdrocco's policies in the field of protection of
children and creating a conputerized database on all aspects of the

i npl enentati on of the Convention and the Declaration and Plan of Action of

the World Summit for Children

27. Fol | owi ng the Fourth World Conference on Wonen, a National Comm ssion
was established to nonitor the inplenentation of the Beijing Declaration and
Platformfor Action. A national strategy was prepared covering all areas
where the situation of wonen mi ght be inproved. One of the ains of this
strategy is to ensure that national legislation is in conformty with the
provi sions of the international conventions ratified by Mrocco.

28. A plan of action was therefore prepared, whose objectives included the
publication of the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of
Di scrim nati on agai nst Wonen, in terns accessible to all wonen regardl ess of
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their educational level, in order to raise their awareness of their rights and
i nformthem of the procedures for applying to the courts if their rights are
vi ol at ed.

29. Non- gover nment al organi zations in Mdrocco have been increasing
spectacul arly and are the main sign of a “civil society” in full devel opnent.
They work in several areas, notably the pronotion and protection of human
rights, but also in the econom c, social and cultural fields.

B. Renedies available in the event of violation of hunman rights

(a) Judi ci al renedies

30. Per sons whose rights have been violated are, first of all, entitled to a
judicial renmedy with the courts. This renmedy is avail abl e whenever a right
stipulated by | aw has not been respected. It may be exercised either in civi

or crimnal courts, depending on the nature of the right violated. For
exanpl e, an application for maintenance paynments woul d be brought before the
civil courts, while a victimof arbitrary detention would apply to the
crimnal courts for redress. In cases where the violation of the right
constitutes an offence, the Public Prosecutor's Ofice may also institute

| egal proceedings, whether or not the victimappears as a plaintiff in the
case.

31. Morocco's judicial systemis established by a dahir of 15 July 1974,
whi ch provides for the follow ng ordinary courts:

32. The commune and district courts have jurisdiction in crimnal matters to
try a precise list of extrenely minor offences (set out in the dahir of

15 July 1974 establishing these courts) and in civil matters, in cases not

i nvolving nmore than 1,000 dirhanms, with the exception of cases relating to
personal status and cases involving real estate. These courts were
established in 1974 in order to bring justice closer to the people; they are
the only courts in the judicial systemwhich consist of a single judge.

33. The courts of first instance have general powers in civil, comercia
and social matters and questions relating to personal status and inheritance
matters. In the crimnal sphere they hear cases involving petty offences

(for which the penalty is a prison termof |ess than one nonth or a fine of

| ess than 1,200 dirhans) and offences (for which the penalty is a prison term
or a fine of nore than 1,200 dirhams). These courts consisted of a single
judge until 1993. A legislative anendnent of 10 Septenber 1993 made t hem
col l egiate courts which consist of three judges.

34. The courts of appeal hear appeal s against the judgenments of the courts
of first instance and agai nst orders issued by their Presidents. Their

heari ngs are held and judgenents handed down by three judges. The courts of
appeal al so have specific powers in the crimnal sphere, which are assigned to
the crimnal and correctional divisions and the exam ning magi strates:
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35. The crimnal division tries crines (i.e., the nost serious offences, for
which the Crimnal Code provides one of the follow ng penalties: death, life

i mprisonnment or long-terminprisonnent, banishment or loss of civil rights);
it is composed of five judges.

36. The correctional division, in addition to its role as appellate
jurisdiction in respect of decisions handed down by the courts of first

i nstance in cases involving offences and petty offences, hears appeal s agai nst
judicial orders issued by the exam ning nagistrate. It also has other powers,
i ncluding power to nonitor the activity of the judicial police and the
prelimnary investigations conducted by the office of the exam ning magistrate
i n cases pendi ng before the court of appeal

37. The exam ni ng nmagi strates, who are appointed from anong the sitting
judges, are responsible for the investigatory phase of gathering evidence for
the trial, which is obligatory for the npst serious crimes (involving the
penalty of death or life inprisonment) and optional for other crines.

38. The Supreme Court hol ds the highest position in the Mdroccan judicia
system It hears appeals on points of |aw against final decisions handed down
by all the courts in the Kingdom It is a collegiate court, whose hearings
are held and judgenents handed down by five judges.

39. The special courts are the High Court of Justice (which is conmpetent to
hear cases invol ving nenbers of the Governnent), the Permanent Court of the
Royal Armed Forces (which is conpetent to hear cases involving the nmilitary
and of fences against the external security of the State) and the Special Court
of Justice (which is conmpetent to try public officials for misappropriation of
public funds, bribery, influence-buying and enbezzl enent). Decisions by any
of the special courts, fromthe Permanent Court of the Royal Armed Forces

t hrough the Special Court of Justice, may always be the subject of an appea
to the Suprene Court.

(b) Administrative renedies

40. Anyone who considers that an administrative decision has caused hi mharm
is entitled to an adm nistrative remedy: an appeal out of court to the person
responsi bl e for the decision asking himto reconsider the decision and perhaps
take a different position; an appeal to the departnment having authority over
the person responsible for the decision appeal ed against; or a renmedy | odged
with the authority responsible for supervising the actions of the
decentralized communities and ensuring that they enforce the | aw

41. Anyone wi shing to challenge an admi nistrative decision may al so | odge an
appeal against an adm nistrative decision on the ground that the department in
guestion has exceeded its authority. Cases in which such appeals may be

| odged are set out in the Act of 12 July 1991 establishing the adm nistrative

courts: “Any adm nistrative decision taken by a body which |acks jurisdiction
or which has procedural regularities or is the result of a m suse of power or

unjustifiable or contrary to the law, constitutes an abuse of power entitling

the injured party to bring proceedi ngs before the conpetent court.”
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42. Appeal s agai nst admi ni strative decisions are | odged with the
adm nistrative courts or the Suprene Court, depending on the authority which
has taken the decision being appeal ed agai nst.

43. The adm ni strative courts were established in 1991 with a viewto
strengthening the capacity of the court systemto enforce legality and the
rule of law. These courts are basically conpetent to hear appeal s agai nst
deci sions by adm nistrative departnents on the ground that they have exceeded
their authority, disputes relating to adm nistrative contracts and actions in
tort for damage caused by the acts and activities of public entities.

(c) Q her _renedies

44, The Human Ri ghts Advisory Council can also receive conplaints of
violations of human rights. In such cases, it asks the bodies dealing with

t hese conplaints to conduct inquiries and to restore the conplainants' rights
when the allegations in question prove to be true.

V. [Information and publicity
45. The international conventions to which Morocco is a party are published
inthe Oficial Gazette of the Kingdom The Convention on the Rights of the
Child and the Convention against Torture and Cther Cruel, |nhuman or Degrading

Treatment or Puni shnment were published in Decenber 1996. The Internationa
Convention on the Elimnation of All Forns of Racial Discrimnation was
published in the Oficial Gazette of 4 February 1970

46. Informati on on human rights is also published by the departnents
concerned. Publications have included several general information bulletins,
one illustrated edition of the Convention on the Rights of the Child ained at

explaining the text and nmaking it nore accessible, and the Governnent's
initial report on the inplementation of the Convention on the Rights of the
Chi | d.

47. Si mul t aneous efforts are under way to publish the Convention on the
Eli m nation of Al Fornms of Discrimnation against Winen, ratified by Mrocco
in 1993, in accessible | anguage.

48. Associ ations concerned with human rights in general or at the sectora

I evel help to raise society's awareness of human rights problenms and to
dissenmnate a culture of human rights. Sonme of these activities are conducted
in partnership with governnent bodies. These associations produce information
brochures in their respective fields of activity.

PART TWO. | NFORMATI ON I N RELATI ON TO ARTICLES 2 TO 7
Article 2
49. Anmong the fundanental principles established by the Constitution

article 5 states that “all Mroccans are equal before the law'. Article 9 of
the Constitution guarantees all citizens: “Freedom of novement and residence
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anywhere in the Kingdom freedom of opinion, freedom of expression in all its
forms and freedom of assenbly, freedom of association and freedomto join
trade unions and political associations of their choice.”

50. I mpl ementing this constitutional principle raises no difficulties as
probl ems of racial discrimnation do not exist in Mdrocco. Moroccans do not
segregate or discrimnate on the basis of race, colour, descent or origin
During the Second World War, oppressed peopl es seeking refuge turned to
Morocco, where they found a cordial welconme, tolerance and egalitarian
treatment.

51. Islamis the State religion (Constitution, art. 6). Most of the
country's population is of the Muslimfaith. But the Constitution also
proclains freedomof religion, as reflected in its recognition of freedomto
worship for the nonotheistic religions.

52. As in the past, the nenbers of the Jewi sh community, whose presence in
Morocco is of long standing, enjoy their own personal status which is
conferred on themby their own religious institutions. This special treatnent
is in no way discrimnatory, but an exanple of the recognition of the right to
freedom of worship laid down in the Constitution. Apart fromthis specia
feature, which only concerns personal status (famly relations, inheritance),
t he nenbers of the Jewi sh community are full Mroccan citizens; they have
equal access to public service and to enploynment in general and enjoy civil,
political, economc, social and cultural rights without restrictions or
speci al features of any sort. They experience no discrimnation in access to
education, both public and private, health, cultural activities, high-Ileve
posts and representative bodies.

Article 3
53. Morocco has no policy of segregation or racial discrimnation and has
al ways condemmed apartheid. It is also a party to the 1986 Internationa
Convention agai nst Apartheid in Sports and has always fulfilled its
obl i gations under the Convention. It welconmes the positive devel opnments in

the situation in South Africa, which have led to the elimnation of apartheid.
Article 4

54. As stated above, the problem of racial discrimnation does not arise in
Morocco. Consequently, the legislation contains few provisions dealing
explicitly with apartheid. However, it does contain the neans for punishing
such behavi our should that becone necessary.

55. Any association forned for the purpose of spreading racist propaganda or
based on ideas or theories of racial superiority would be punishabl e under

| aw. The dahir of 15 Novenber 1958 establishing rules governing freedom of
associ ation does not explicitly cover this situation but stipulates that the
rul es governing association are the general principles of |aw applicable to
contracts and obligations. The law relating to obligations considers any
contract contrary to public order to be null and void. The request for a
contract to be declared null and void nay be made by the public prosecutor's
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of fice or any person concerned. There is no doubt that an associ ati on whose
statutes introduce discrimnation based on race is contrary to public order
as the Constitution proclains equal rights for all citizens.

56. In addition, article 3 of the dahir of 15 Novenber 1958 is very clear on
this point when it stipulates: “Any association based on an unlawful cause or
formed for an unlawful purpose, contrary to the laws, to morality ... is
considered to be null and void.” Article 7 states that in cases where an

association is found to be null and void and generally speaking if the
association's activity appears likely to disturb public order, it shall be
di ssol ved by the court of first instance, on application by any person
concerned or by the public prosecutor

57. Penalties are laid down for the founders, directors or adm nistrators of
an associ ation which has continued to function or formed again after being

di ssol ved, and for anyone who has hel ped the nmenbers of a dissolved

associ ation to neet.

58. Political parties or associations of a political nature nust al so be
based on a cause or forned for a purpose that is legal and in conformty with
the law. The dahir of 15 Novenmber 1958 states explicitly that they nust be
formed by nationals only, “w thout any discrimnation on the basis of race,
religion or region of origin”.

59. The di ssem nation of ideas based on racial superiority and hatred may be
puni shabl e under |aw, as constituting injurious behaviour, which the Crim nal
Code defines as “any insulting expression or termof contenpt or abuse
containing no allegation of fact”, or defamation, defined as “any allegation
or attribution of a fact which besmrches the honour or reputation of the
persons or body to which the fact is attributed”. When these offences are
public they are punishable under the Press Code. Moreover, any journal or
periodi cal that encourages racial hatred may be considered as endangeri ng
public order and nay therefore be seized and banned by order of the

Prime Mnister, as stipulated in the Press Code (arts. 77 et seq.).

60. Acts of violence and incitenent to violence are puni shable under the
crimnal |egislation, whatever the reasons for which they were conmtted. In
its chapter on offences against the internal security of the State, the
Crimnal Code establishes very severe penalties for “anyone responsible for an
attenpt either to instigate a civil way by arm ng i nhabitants or encouraging
themto armthensel ves agai nst each other or to cause destruction, killing and
looting in one or nore douars of communities”. Plots formed for the sane
purpose are al so punishable, even if they have not been foll owed by the

commi ssion of a preparatory act or an attenpt to do so. Any act of violence
or planned viol ence agai nst a group of persons would cone within the purview
of this offence, whatever the grounds for conmtting it.

Article 5

(a) Right to equal treatnent before the tribunals

61. I n pursuance of the constitutional principle of the equality of al
before the | aw, everyone has access to the courts under identical conditions.
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The only exception provided by | aw concerns legally incapacitated subjects
(mnors, nentally disturbed people spendthrifts, who nust be assisted by their
| egal representative

62. Defence rights are also the sane for everyone as far as the conduct of
crimnal proceedings is concerned. The Code of Crimnal Procedure introduces
no discrimnation whatsoever. It requires an interpreter to be designated
when the accused speaks anot her |anguage, dial ect or other form of expression
difficult to conprehend, failing which the proceedi ngs shall be decl ared nul
and voi d.

(b) Right to security of person

63. The Crimnal Code provides the sanme protection for anyone who has been

t he subject of abuse or ill-treatnent. Wen governnent enployees are

i nvolved, articles 224 to 232 of the Crininal Code establish penalties for
abuse of authority (offences against individual liberty or civil rights,
arbitrary detention, violence against individuals, etc.) by public servants
agai nst individuals, with no discrimnation anong the victins. Wen those
responsi ble are private individuals (as covered in articles 400 et seq. of the
Crimnal Code: violence with intent to harm, the | aw makes no distinction

ei t her.

(c) Political rights

64. Political rights are guaranteed to all nationals w thout discrimnation
by the Constitution, article 8 of which stipulates: “All adult citizens of
both sexes in possession of their civil and political rights may vote.” The

El ectoral Code (Act No. 9-97 of 2 April 1997) takes up this statenment and
lists in article 5 the grounds for ineligibility to vote, which derive
essentially fromcrimnal sentences and are in no way based on racia

di scrimnation.

65. The Constitution also stipulates (art. 12) that “all citizens have
access, under the sane conditions, to public office and public functions”.

66. Article 1 of the Public Service Statute (dahir of 24 February 1958)
states that “All Mroccans have the right of equal access to public service.”
The only restrictions on access to public service are laid down in article 21
whi ch stipulates that “No one nmay be appointed to a public service post if he
is not of Mdroccan nationality, in full possession of his civil rights and of
good character, if he does not neet the physical requirements for performng
his functions or has not fulfilled the conditions laid down in the Mlitary
Service Act.” No other restrictions are established

(d) QO her civil rights

67. The Constitution guarantees all citizens, w thout discrimnation, the
right to freedom of novenent and residence anywhere in the Kingdom freedom of
opi ni on, expression and assenbly, freedom of association and freedomto join
trade unions and political organizations. It also guarantees the right to own
property and the right to free enterprise (arts. 10 and 15).
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68. Nationality is acquired by affiliation or by birth on Moroccan soi

under the conditions established by the Nationality Code. The Code contains a
precise list of cases involving | oss or deprivation of nationality. None of
the cases established by |aw invol ving acquisition, |oss or deprivation of
nationality is based on discrimnation of any nature what soever

(e) Economic social and cultural rights

69. Econom ¢, social and cultural rights are guaranteed to everyone w t hout
discrimnation. Wth regard to the right to work, article 3 of the framework
statute governing all industrial and comrercial enterprises in the private

sector (decree of 23 Cctober 1948) stipulates that candi dates shall be
recruited only on the basis of their aptitudes, qualities and references.

70. The draft Labour Code, whose preparation is now conplete and whi ch ought
shortly to be submitted to Parlianment for discussion and a vote, is nore
precise. Article 8 of the Code explicitly prohibits all discrimnation, as
follows: “It is prohibited to practise any discrimnation agai nst workers on
t he basis of race, colour, sex, marital situation, religion, political opinion
or national descent, with a viewto destroying or inpairing equality of
opportunity or treatnent in enploynent or professional matters, in terms of
hiring, performance or distribution of work, vocational training, wages,
advancenent and soci al benefits, dism ssal and disciplinary neasures.”
Violation of this prohibition is punishable by a fine of 3,000 to

5, 000 dirhans.

(f) Ri ght of access to any place or service intended for use by the genera

public
71. There are no restrictions of any kind on access to public places.
Article 6
72. Anyone who considers that his rights have been violated nay avai
hi msel f of the renedi es descri bed above in part one chapter 111 of the report

(Legal framework within which human rights are protected).

73. It should also be noted that, where donestic rules are not conpatible
with international rules, the Suprenme Court, in a consistent |ine of precedent
which is already of |ong standing, has decided that the international rule, on
publication, should take precedence over the donmestic rule. The inclusion
since 1992 in the preanble to the constitution of Mrocco' s statement of
adherence to the principles, rights and obligations deriving fromthe charters
of the international organizations cannot but strengthen this position

Article 7
(a) Educati on
74. A considerable effort has been nade in recent years to establish a
system of human rights education. |In this framework, a think-tank has been

asked to study the possibility of introducing and strengthening a human rights
culture at all levels of the education system
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75. On 26 Decenber 1994, a partnership agreenment was signed between the
m nistries concerned with a view to inplenmenting and strengthening human
rights principles and precepts in the basic and secondary school curricul a.
The strategy on which this project is based covers the period 1995 to 2004.
It enconpasses a preparatory phase, an experinental phase and an extension
phase which will also include project foll owup and eval uation

76. A joint comm ssion was established in 1995, as well as two
subconmmi ssi ons, one of which is responsible for curricula (reparation of
future courses of study) and the other for textbooks (history, geography,
Arabi c, French, philosophy, Islamc instruction) for which it analyses
contents and any necessary changes in both textbooks and proposed teaching
activities. These subcommi ssions which have been functioning for over a year
held two workshops in April 1997

77. Menti on shoul d al so be nade of the agreenent concl uded between UNESCO
and the Mnistry of Hi gher Education for establishing a human rights Chair at
Mohamred V University; the Chair began its activities in 1996-1997. The
Chair's plan of action contains sections on “human rights teaching” and
“training”. In establishing a human rights education systemthe initial goa
is to choose appropriate disciplines fromanong the subjects taught at
university level and then to define, in cooperation with the teachers of the
subj ects chosen, the spirit, formand contents of the additional courses to be
i ncor por at ed.

78. The Chair intends to organize training senminars for people whose work
brings theminto contact with human rights matters (doctors, |awers, security
forces, etc.) and those who have a role to play in the protection and
pronmoti on of human rights (judges, NGOs, trade unions, educators, etc.).

(b) Culture

79. The Constitution provides all citizens with an equal right to
instruction. The pronotion of culture is one of the Government's conti nuing
concerns. |In 1995 six regional councils for culture were established

t hroughout the territory of the Kingdom as branches of the Supreme Council for
Culture. Achievenents in the cultural sphere cover all areas of activity:
theatre, national heritage, plastic arts, mnmusic, etc. They are the concern
not only of governnment agencies but also of associations working in the field
of culture.

80. Growing inportance is attached to the Berber culture in this context.
The Berbers were the first inhabitants of North Africa, and their |anguage and
culture are still w despread in Morocco. The various dialects which make up

Ber ber | anguage are genetically independent fromthe official |anguage. They
are used by the rural Berber-speaking communities as a neans of comrunication
for their social, economc and cultural activities.

81. There are 18 associations in Mirocco whose principal goal is the
protection and pronotion of Berber |anguage and culture. The ol dest and npst
active of these is AMREC (Mdroccan Association for Cultural Research and
Exchange). [In 1992 these associations regrouped into a national coordination
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structure and in this framework take conmon positions on issues relating to
their field of interest. These associations basically concern thenselves with
the foll ow ng:

Col I ecting and preserving the Berber cultural heritage;

Encour agi ng Berber cultural activities (publications, nusic,
architecture, journalismetc.);

Taki ng positions on the issues involved in obtaining recognition of the
Berber culture as an integral part of the national culture.

82. Their position is based on the demand for a denocratic and pluralistic
culture in which all the conponents of the national culture are recogni zed as
havi ng their place.

83. CGenerally speaking, there is a trend towards recognition of the specia
features of the Berber culture fromboth the |inguistic and anthropol ogi ca
points of view There is a living and dynam c Berber culture in Mrocco which
is an integral part of the national cultural activities (rmusic broadcasts,
publication of novels, novellas, poetry and periodicals, in Berber |anguage
transcribed into Arabic characters).

84. On 20 August 1994, a speech by the King enphasized cultural diversity
and the fact that the Berber dialects are an essential conponent of the
nati onal make-up. It stressed the need to consider introducing Berber

di al ects into the school curricula. The introduction of classes in Berber
dialects in the schools is currently under study by comm ssions especially
established for that purpose.

85. Radi o and tel evision progranmes currently reach nost of the regions in

t he Ki ngdom and al so go beyond the national territory to other regions

t hroughout the world. Radio broadcasts are in Arabic, three dialects
(tarifhit, tamazight and tachel hit), French, English and Spanish. Wth regard
to radi o coverage, 62 per cent of the territory (84 per cent of the

popul ation) is covered by nmedi umwave hroadcasts in Arabic and 13.1 per cent
of the territory (50 per cent of the population) by programes in dialect.

86. Moroccan tel evision broadcasts cover 4,527 hours; 74 per cent are in
Arabic (including dialects) and 26 per cent in French, English and Spani sh.
There are daily television news broadcasts in the three dialects. Berber
cul tural programmes are broadcast periodically.

87. Morocco cel ebrates the human rights days through cultural activities and
radi o and tel evision broadcasts.

(c) I nf or mati on

88. See part one, chapter IV - Information and publicity.



